
Hudson River Estuary Advisory Committee Meeting 
Minutes: April 16, 2015   (Approved June 3, 2015)  
The Grandview, Poughkeepsie, NY  
 
1. Welcome and announcements -  Forty one committee members, ex-officios, DEC 
and Estuary Program staff attended . The meeting opened at 9:00 am.  

The November 12, 2014 minutes were approved:  

Welcome: Chairman D. Suszkowski welcomed committee members and guest Jim 
Tierney, DEC Assistant Commissioner for Water, and program staff to the meeting.   

Dennis presented the 2014 Annual HREMAC report to Jim who accepted it on behalf of 
Commissioner Martens. Jim thanked the Committee for its work during the past year. .  
This report is appended below. 

Membership go-round: The members of the committee, ex-officios and program staff 
introduced themselves and briefly stated how the Estuary Program supports their work. 
The themes of promoting ecosystem management through science and engagement, 
providing technical assistance to local communities, fostering fruitful collaborations and 
partnerships, the delivery of tangible outcomes, and the opportunity to explore and 
implement new and innovative ideas throughout the watershed were captured in the 
group’s remarks.  

Jim Tierney thanked the committee for its hard work, noting that the Estuary Program 
and the work of the committee is critical to fulfilling the ‘spirit’ of the law, noting that 
while laws and legislation are important and achieve a great deal, it is programs such as 
the Estuary Program that help government more fully implement the intent of our 
environmental laws through collaboration and partnership, engaging people at all levels 
of stewardship. He noted that the Estuary Program model is now being spread to other 
watersheds across the state including the Mohawk, Chesapeake, Great Lakes, Peconic 
Bays and Long Island Sound.   

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 am and was followed by the Hudson River Summit.   

Respectfully submitted, Nancy Beard, recorder.  

 
Attendance: (41 )    
HREMAC Members:  
Allan Beers    Rockland County Coord. Environmental Resources 
Frank Bergman  Hudson River Boat and Yacht Club Assoc.  
Janet Burnet   Ramapo River Watershed 
Andy Bicking   Scenic Hudson  
Nicola Coddington  Irvington Green Policy Task Force   
Chris DeRoberts            Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corp.  
Todd Erling            Hudson Valley Agri-Business Development Corp.  
Jerry Faiella     Historic Hudson River Towns 
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Stuart Findlay           Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies 
Paul Gallay            Riverkeeper, Inc. 
Peter Gross    Hudson River Sloop Clearwater  
Lucy Johnson  Environmental Consortium, HRES  
Tom Lake  Naturalist/Educator 
John Mylod commercial fisherman   
Steve Noble            City of Kingston Parks and Recreation  
George Schuler           The Nature Conservancy 
Dennis Suszkowski  Committee Chair, Hudson River Foundation 
Rene VanSchaack  Greene County IDA  
     
Ex-OFFICIOS:  
Peter Brandt   US EPA  
Mark Castiglione  Hudson River Valley Greenway 
Diana Carter    NYS OPRHP  
Nordica Holochuck            NY Sea Grant  
Nicolette Witcher            Hudson River Park Trust, (for Noreen Doyle)  
Audrey Vangenechten       NYS Department of Health, (for Regina Keenan)  
Rob Pirani    NY/NJ Harbor & Estuary Program  
Peter Weppler ACOE                         
 
Guests:  
Lisa Barron    ACOE  
Scott Keller   Hudson River Greenway Watertrail  
 
DEC, Estuary Program staff and SCA interns  
Nancy Beard   Estuary Program, Citizen Participation  
Betsy Blair    HRNERR, Program Manager, goalkeeper  
Martin Brand   DEC Region 3 Regional Director 
Scott Cuppett  Estuary Program, watersheds 
Fran Dunwell   Estuary Program, Hudson River Coordinator 
Ann Harrison   DEC, Environmental Education, goalkeeper  
Gregg Kenney   DEC, Hudson River Fisheries Unit, goalkeeper 
Jeff Mapes    DEC, Lands & Forests, goalkeeper  
Kristin Marcell  Estuary Program, climate change 
Andrew Meyer   Estuary Program, scenery, watersheds 
Steve Stanne  Estuary Program, education      
Karen Strong   Estuary Program, biodiversity 
Jim Tierney   DEC Assistant Commissioner for Water  
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Appended:  
          April 16, 2015 
 
To: Joseph Martens, Commissioner, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
 
From: Dennis Suszkowski, Chairman, Hudson River Estuary Management Advisory Committee 

 
Re: 2014 Annual Report of the Hudson River Estuary Management Advisory Committee (HREMAC) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
        
The Hudson River Estuary Management Advisory Committee ("the Committee") is pleased to share with 
you our Annual Report for 2014, as required by section 11-0306 of the NYS Environmental Conservation 
Law. The Hudson River Estuary Program ("the Estuary Program") has achieved much over the past 12 
months and is making significant progress toward being able to replicate and improve its performance in 
the year ahead.   
  
The Committee continues to be impressed with the ability of the Estuary Program's staff and 
management to generate tangible results that are aligned with the Governor's NY Works program, 
Regional Economic Development Councils, Cleaner Greener agenda, and Mid-Hudson Sustainability 
Report. The program is known in our region as a top innovator and highly capable of collaborating with 
state and federal agencies, local government, and the not-for-profit community. The Committee feels a 
great degree of pride in being part of the program, and knowing that it has developed model initiatives 
that are being replicated around the state. 
 
This past year was a special one for the Program and the Committee. As part of updating the Action 
Agenda for the next six years, 2015-2020, the Estuary Program and the Committee undertook a year-
long strategic planning process to assess the program’s core mission, evaluate current trends and 
challenges impacting the Hudson estuary ecosystem, its watershed and communities, and to develop a 
strategic planning process to insure that programmatic choices made over the coming years are the 
correct ones. We believe this has resulted in a new Action Agenda which builds on the program’s 
strengths and will move the region and its residents forward towards a sustainable and resilient future. 
We have pledged our help to achieve this vision.  
 
The Committee met three times during 2014. Through its involvement in the strategic planning process, 
the Committee found that the Hudson estuary remains under significant pressure and is subject to a 
high degree of risk. The following challenges and concerns, listed below represent just a few of the 
issues brought to light during this planning process:   
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Clean Water 
 

- Water quality throughout the watershed continues to be a top priority for drinking water as well 
as for recreational uses including fishing and swimming. Chemicals of emerging concern such as 
pharmaceuticals and personal care products are entering our water ways and are not 
adequately addressed by conventional treatment systems at this time. The Committee supports 
the Estuary Program’s role in developing outreach and educational programs for the public, as 
well as better data and best management practices for water managers.   
 

 
Resilient Communities 
 

- There is a critical need to continue to educate municipalities on appropriate and 
environmentally sound responses to major flood events, including stream dynamics and best 
management practices. Positive examples of progress being made along these lines include the 
work being done by The Lower Hudson River Coalition of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, 
in partnership with the Estuary Program, and efforts underway to protect the Black Creek 
watershed corridor by Scenic Hudson and others. The Committee further supports the 
involvement of the Estuary Program in the Department’s implementation of the Community Risk 
and Resiliency Act.  

 
 
Vital Ecosystem 
 

- Crude Oil. Risks posed by the transport of crude oil on and along the River have spurred action 
by advocates, the Governor and Congress. While there is a diversity of opinion about how to 
handle this issue, it is clear that it should be addressed. The Estuary Program may have a role to 
play in sharing its understanding of the natural resources that are potentially in harm’s way and 
prioritizing actions that conserve wetland and shallow water habitats and ensure their reference 
in spill response plans.    

  
 
Fish, Wildlife, and their Habitats 
 

-  Fisheries. The health of Hudson River's fisheries continues as a topic of concern. There are 
reported reductions in abundance of fish in nearly all of our signature fisheries.  While the 
reasons for this are not yet clear, there is an emerging sense that the loss of submerged aquatic 
vegetation in the River may be a contributing factor and should be examined along with other 
habitat losses and sources of mortality of Hudson River fish outside of the River. Asian carp, and 
other invasive aquatic species, moving both in the out of the basin are of increasing concern and 
will require a state, intra-basin coordinated approach.     

 
 

- Restoration of SAV: In the aftermath of storms Irene and Lee in 2011, there has been a dramatic 
decline in the submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) in the river with little to no recovery of this 
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essential component of the river’s ecosystem occurring to date. From experience in the 
neighboring Chesapeake system, it appears that some action needs to be taken. The committee 
supports the Estuary Program’s efforts, in partnership with others, to pursue a scientifically 
informed course of action. The loss of SAV in the river could be one of the biggest river-habitat 
events to impact the estuary in 30 years.   

 
 

Natural Scenery 
 
 - The region's majestic beauty remains an inspiration to the Committee and is essential to 

sustaining our regional tourism industry. The area’s scenic resources have been mapped and 
their relationship to ecological and recreational resources analyzed. The Committee supports 
the Program’s next steps to now reach out to private land owners, municipal planners and 
historic sites along the river to ensure that these stewards have the training and resources 
needed to conserve valuable lands and vistas.  

 
 
Education, Access, Recreation, Inspiration  
 

- A renewed interest in our River cities has raised the need to focus our attention on these urban 
areas to make them more sustainable, resilient and accessible, as attractive places to live and 
work. The Committee supports the Estuary Program’s efforts to improve the environmental 
quality of life in these areas, especially in EJ communities and to make the estuary more 
accessible to everyone along its shores.  
 

- Hudson River Marina Dredging Task Force:  The marinas and boat launches that provide both 
public and private boating access to the Hudson continue to face challenges with siltation at 
their sites. The cost of dredging and material disposal is often too exorbitant for any one facility 
to be able to afford the process. The Committee supports the DEC Marina Dredging Task Force’s 
efforts to help Hudson River marinas find affordable solutions by focusing on three strategies: 1. 
Bundle dredging projects in discreet stretches of the river, 2. Locate regionally accessible 
remediation sites as possible disposal sites for dredged materials, and 3, consider mobile, in-
barge processing technologies.   

 
 Funding:  The Committee gratefully acknowledges this year’s generous state appropriation of $3.7 

million for Estuary Management. This support not only reflects an increase in the Estuary Program’s 
base budget from recent years, but also supports the concept of ecosystem-based management.   
 
Recommendations:   The Committee believes that one of the strengths of the Estuary Program is its 
effectiveness at planning for the region's future in a multi-stakeholder environment. Its Action Agenda 
has been a proven vehicle for advancing the work of the Department and partners in the region.  
 
Generally, the committee recommends that the Program continue its work to understand and assess 
ecological conditions in the region, support communities in developing resilience to climate change and 
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severe storms, invest in clean water and important fish and wildlife habitats, conserve the region's 
world-famous scenery and open space, and provide opportunities for the public to learn about, access 
and enjoy the river.  
 
Specifically, the Committee would like to recommend the following actions to continue to address the 
estuary’s needs: 
 

• Continue to support efforts to enhance water quality in the region and understand the 
dynamics of Hudson River fisheries.  

• Maintain DEC’s commitment to provide matching funds for a joint state-federal/public-
private habitat restoration plan.   

• Ensure that spill response plans for the Hudson River utilize the most recent data and 
natural resource maps available, and that appropriate technologies and equipment can 
be mobilized efficiently to meet new challenges presented by new types of crude oil 
products being transported on and along the Hudson River.  

• Seek to insure stable funding levels for the Estuary Program’s competitive grants 
program and provide incentives necessary to maintain local governments as active 
partners, and to leverage private funding sources when possible.  

• Continue to work closely with the NY/NJ Harbor and Estuary Program and the Mohawk 
River Program to provide synergistic protection to the entire watershed. 

• Continue to support the Hudson River American Shad Recovery Plan. 
• Continue to support the HRECOS network of observing stations. 

Support the Estuary Program’s role in the implementation of the Community Risk and 
Resiliency Act. 
          

On behalf of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to serve New York State in advising the work 
of the Hudson River Estuary Program. We are truly fortunate to live in a region blessed with such a 
remarkable program and leadership at multiple levels in government. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           -end- 
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