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The Hudson River Estuary Program is a unique regional partnership designed to protect, 
conserve, restore, and enhance the estuary’s productivity and diversity of natural resourc-
es to sustain a wide array of present and future human benefits. The Hudson River is a 
nursery for valuable food and game fish, a water supply, a boater’s playground, a land-
scape of inspiring beauty, a shipping route, and more.  Therefore, its management calls 
for a cooperative effort of broad scope, coordinating public input with the expertise of 
professionals throughout New York State’s Department of Environmental Conservation 
(NYSDEC) and other agencies.

The Hudson River Estuary Action Agenda identifies priority actions to be taken to con-
serve the natural resources of the estuary and its associated shore lands.  One of those 
priorities is conservation of biodiversity in the Hudson River Valley and the greater  
Hudson Estuary ecosystem.

This report describes significant habitats of the Hudson River Valley and identifies vol-
untary, non-regulatory strategies for conserving wildlife and habitat in the region.

For more information on the Hudson River Estuary Program please write or visit the 
program’s web page.

 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
 Hudson River Estuary Program
 21 South Putt Corners Road
 New Paltz, New York  12561-1696
 Email: hrep@gw.dec.state.ny.us
 http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/4920.html
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The development of this document is the product of a team effort involving the Biodi-
versity Program Steering Committee under the leadership of the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), Hudson River Estuary Program 
and the New York Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit at Cornell University.

We gratefully acknowledge the significant involvement and input of the Steering Com-
mittee.  Their expertise, insights, and suggestions were instrumental in shaping the 
development of this report and, indeed, the biodiversity and terrestrial habitat elements 
of the overall estuary management program.  Because the Steering Committee delibera-
tions have been so important to the development of the final product and, because so 
many individuals have contributed to this effort, committee members and their affili-
ations are listed in Appendix I.  The report is improved by a number of illustrative 
figures, maps and photographs and we thank all of those who provided these materials.
Of particular note in the development of this framework for conservation planning and 
action in the Hudson River Valley are four NYSDEC employees who have teamed up 
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vertebrates, and the status of their conservation was found in the Hudson River Val-
ley Gap Analysis completed by the NY Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit.   
Original descriptions of the ecological communities found in the Hudson River Valley 
were taken from Reschke’s Ecological Communities of New York State (1990) pub-
lished by NYSDEC.
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