
A soil sampling event will be conducted by the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) at the 
Royalton-Hartland CSD property in Middleport, NY to evaluate soil conditions on this property.

The school yard has been sampled before and a partial soil removal was performed in 1996 and 1999 in the vicinity 
of the football �eld.  This additional sampling  is necessary in order to fully de�ne the extent of the arsenic 
contamination on the remainder of the property and to determine exactly what needs to be removed to 
completely address the school property as identi�ed in the DEC issued remedial plan (“Final Statement of Basis” 
(FSOB) dated May 2013.  Previous sampling has indicated arsenic levels in the soil that exceed the site-speci�c 
cleanup level for arsenic of 20 ppm. 

The sampling program will require approximately four days to complete.  DEC and its contractor will use a small 
truck or van mounted sampling apparatus that will minimize damage to the �elds. Any damage to the �elds that 
may result will be repaired.  The DEC will work with the school administration to schedule the sampling during the 
current summer break.    

Once the soil samples are collected and analyzed, the results will be used to determine the extent of soil excavation 
required for the school property.  This new information will be conveyed directly to the school board and community.  
New York State will be paying for the soil sampling and analyses; there will be no cost to the school district. 

The school property is located on the south side of State Street in Middleport, the FMC Corporation is due south of 
the school property, and Alfred Street is to the west of the school. 

BACKGROUND:  In May 2013) the DEC, in consultation with the New York State Department of Health, issued a “Final 
Statement of Basis” that set forth the decision made regarding the cleanup of the Roy Hart School and a number of 
other mostly residential properties (~200) that are north, west and east of the FMC property in the Village of 
Middletown.  That decision document indicated that soil contaminated above the site-speci�c cleanup level for 
arsenic of 20 parts per million (ppm) must be cleaned up, with some �exibility.  After the DEC issued the document 
DEC initiated negotiations with FMC, the responsible party.  DEC attempted to reach agreement on sampling and 
investigation of school and FMC has refused to do that work.
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DEC ANNOUNCES PLAN TO TEST SOIL IN 
ROY HART SCHOOL PROPERTY 

Have questions?
See “Who to Contact”

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or 
post this fact sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see.
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Project documents are available at the following 
location to help the public stay informed.  

Royalton Hartland Community Library

9 South Vernon Street
Middleport, NY  14105

Phone: 716-735-3281

Project documents are also available on the 
NYSDEC website at: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/82611.html

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

WHO TO CONTACT:  
Comments and questions are always welcome and should be 
directed as follows:

Site-Related Health Questions:

Nathan Freeman

State Department of Health – 
Bureau of Environmental 
Exposure Investigation

Corning Tower
Albany, NY

Phone: 518-402-7860

email: beei@health.state.ny.us

Project Related Questions:

Sally Dewes

Department of Environmental 
Conservation – Division of 
Environmental Remediation

625 Broadway
Albany, NY  12233-7016

Phone: 518-402-9768

email: sally.dewes@dec.ny.gov

If you would like to receive information about the contaminated site featured in this fact sheet electronically please sign up
for the DER email listserv: www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html

DER cannot register your email address - only the email address owner can do so. If you already have signed up for the listserv for the 
county in which the site is located, you need do nothing.

Why You Should Go “Paperless”:
• Get site information faster and share it easily;
• Receive information about all sites in a chosen county - read what you want, delete the rest;
• It helps the environment and stretches your tax dollars.

DEC’s Division of Environmental Remediation (DER) now distributes information 
about contaminated sites electronically by email.

ACT NOW TO CONTINUE RECEIVING INFORMATION
ABOUT THIS SITE!


