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Honeywell

301 Plainfield Road

Suite 330

Syracuse, NY 13212

315-552-9700

315-552-9780 Fax
May 9, 2011

Mr. Tracy A. Smith

Project Manager

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Remedial Bureau D

625 Broadway

Albany, New York 12233-7016

Re: Balifield/Willis Avenue/Semet Ponds Site Improvements Project, Town of Geddes, Onondaga
County, New York

Dear Mr. Smith:

This letter presents the Work Plan for landscape improvements at the Ballfield, Willis Ave., and Semet
Ponds sites (Sites; Sheet G-2). This work will be voluntarily performed by Honeywell in coordination
with the Causeway Area Restoration Design (Honeywell 2011a) in order to facilitate consistency between
the north and south sides of the I-690 corridor. The drainage ditch in front of the Willis Avenue and
Semet Ponds sites along State Fair Boulevard will be addressed as part of the 1-690 Phase 4 remedial
effort.

A soil sampling plan (Honeywell 201 1b) has been submitted to support this design. If results of the
sampling suggest that design modifications are needed, addenda to this work plan will be submitted as
necessary to the NYSDEC.

This letter Work Plan contains the following sections:

1. Introduction

2. Design Parameters

3. Schedule

4. References

5. Contract Drawings
Intreduction

The Ballfield, Willis Avenue, and Semet Ponds sites extend in this order from east to west along [-690
and State Fair Blvd.—two roads that together accommodate approximately 55,000 vehicles per day
(SMTC 2003-2008). As motorists pass by these Sites, they view extensive areas dominated by invasive
species with low aesthetic value. Hence, the overall goal of the Site Improvements Project is to increase
the aesthetic and ecological value of the 1-690 corridor in the vicinity of the project Sites.

The Project design comprises approximately 3.8 acres spread across the northern portions of the Sites.
Design Parameters
Across Sites
In general, the following activities are proposed for as part of the Site Improvements Project:
1. remove existing vegetation across the limits of work

2. apply six inches of soil on top of existing soils
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3. limit work to northern portions of each site in order to avoid fill materials and/or future
remediation arcas

4. introduce to the Sites 54 native grass and forb species, including some that are rare in New York
State

5. plant approximately 30 species of native trees and shrubs
These activities are detailed in the attached Contract Drawing set.

Semet Ponds
The following activities are proposed for the Semet Ponds site, in addition to numbers (1) through (3)
above:

o replace and realign fencing to the top of the Semet Ponds berm

¢ introduce tall and low meadow plant communities by hydroseeding or equivalent.

The proposed work at Semet Ponds is limited to the northern berm (i.e., approximately 2000 ft. from the
northwest to northeast corners of the site, maximum of 80 ft. south from State Fair Blvd.). Currently the
berm is largely dominated by buckthorn (Rhammus catharticay—an invasive, unattractive species. Boring
logs indicate that the berm soils (to a minimum of 8 ft. depth) are comprised of miscellaneous fill
(cinders, sand, and gravel; Honeywell 2009). While the target species (Tables 1 and 2 on Sheet G-1 of
the Contract Drawings) could tolerate these conditions, import of 6 inches of soil is proposed in order to
provide an optimal seed bed and to smother the buckthorn seed bank. This invasive species, as well as
others, will be controlled while the target species canopy closes—a process that is anticipated to take
three to five years. After this time, colonization by invasive species and need for control is anticipated to
be substantially reduced. Control will be provided by mechanical (e.g., mowing, digging) or chemical
(e.g., targeted use of NYSDEC-approved herbicides) as necessary.

The tall meadow community includes 29 native species and it, along with the fence replacement and
realignment, is intended to increase aesthetic value of the Semet Berm. Species selection is intended to
provide interest throughout the growing season and into the winter as the mature native grasses will
provide standing structure under typical snowfalls. The low meadow target community is described in the
subsequent subsection.

Willis Avenue

The proposed limits of work at Willis Avenue extend approximately 900 feet from the northeastern corner
of the Semet Ponds site along State Fair Blvd. and Willis Ave., terminating at the driveway to the ground
water treatment plant. In general, site improvements work is proposed to extend south approximately 40
feet from State Fair Blvd. into the site, The southern extent of the proposed work was decided based on a
tradeoff between performing work across a sufficient area to have a strong aesthetic impact and avoiding
areas with known soil contamination. While the Willis Avenue RI (O’Brien & Gere 2002) provides some
detail to guide selection of the southern limits of work, additional soil sampling will be performed
(Honeywell 2011b) in order to better identify constraints associated with the southern limits of work.
Addenda to this work plan will be presented as necessary given the findings of this soil sampling,

The following activities are proposed for this site, in addition to numbers (1) through (3) specified across
sites:

¢ replace and realign fencing to interior portions of the site, approximate 40 feet south from State
Fair Blvd.

e introduce a low meadow plant community by hydroseeding or equivalent
plant 17 species of trees and shrubs.
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The low meadow community includes 30 low-growing herbaceous species intended to add seasonal
interest to the site and to complement the woody species, which were selected and placed to provide
screening and additional visual appeal. Species were selected to tolerate the poor soil on site, as limited
effort beyond the soil import will be expended on improving soil conditions.

Balifield

The proposed limits of work at the Ballfield site extent from Willis Ave. east for 750 feet along the
northern portion of this site. Similar to the Semet Ponds site, the southern limit of work was set at the top
of the site berm, i.e., 50 to 70 feet from State Fair Blvd. shoulder. The following activities are proposed
for this site, in addition to numbers (1) through (3) specified across sites:

¢ introduce the low meadow plant community by hydroseeding or equivalent
¢ plant 18 species of trees and shrubs

The Ballfield planting plan is relatively open in order to maintain and enhance views of Onondaga Lake.

Schedule
A preliminary schedule for the investigation activities is provided as Figure 1.

Please contact Christopher Calkins of O’Brien & Gere or me if you have any questions or comments.

Sincerely,

Toh /(O(c—?‘fu{@‘:’ by ccc

John P. McAuliffe, P.E.
Program Director, Syracuse

Attachments (2 copies, 1 CD)

CcC.

Argie Cirillo, Esq.
Margaret A. Sheen, Esq.
Mr. Robert Nunes

Mr. Richard Mustico
Mr. Geoffrey J. Laccetti
Mr. Steven Bates

Mr. Harry Warner

USEPA (ltr only)

NYSDEC, Region 7 (Itr only)
USEPA (1 copy, 1CD)

NYSDEC (1 copy)

NYSDOH (ec or ec ltr only)
NYSDOH (1 copy, 1CD)
NYSDEC, Region 7 (1 copy, 1 CD)

Brian D. Israel, Esq. Arnold & Porter (ec or CD)
Mr. William Hague Honeywell (ec)
Mr. Alfred J. Labuz Honeywell (Itr only)

Joseph J. Heath, Esq.
Thane Joyal, Esq.

Mr. Fred Kirschner

Ms. Jeanne Shenandoah
Ms. Heidi Kuhl

Mr. Curtis Waterman
Ms. Alma Lowry

Mr. Steven Miller

Mr. Thomas Conklin
Mr. Christopher Calkins

Onondaga Nation (ec ltr only)

Onondaga Nation (ec Itr only)

AESE, Inc. (ec or CD)

Onondaga Nation (1 copy and ec Itr only)
Onondaga Nation (1 copy)

Onondaga Nation (ec ltr only)

Onondaga Nation (ec Itr only)

Parsons (CD/hc cov Itr)

O’Brien & Gere (ec ltr only)

O’Brien & Gere (ec Itr only)
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Date: Mon 5/9/11

Honeywell Figure 1
Ballfield/Willis Avenue/Semet Ponds
Site Improvements Project
Geddes, NY
Schedule
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1 [Ballfield, Willis, & Semet Landscaping Design and Site Improvements 130days  Tue3/15/11  Mon 9/12/11

2 Final Design 54days  Tue 3/15/11 Fri 512711 @ -

3 Draft Final Design 23days  Tue3/15/11  Thu4/14/11 :

1 Honeywell Review 5days  Fri4221  Thu4/28/11 '

5 Finalize Draft Design 7days  Fri 4/29/11 Mon 5/9/11 i

3 Submit Work Plan to NYSDEC 1day  Tue510/11  Tue5/10/11 !

7 NYSDEC Review 8days  Wed511/11 Fri 5/20/11 !

] Incorporate NYSDEC comments 3days  Mon52311 Wed5/25/11 i

9 Final Design/NYSDEC Approval 2days  Thu5/26/11 Fri 5/27/11 !

10 Bid and Procurement Phase 21days  Mon5/30/11  Mon 6/27/11 i

11 Procure Materials 10days  Mon 5/30/11 Fri 6/10/11 I

12 Develop Bid Documents for Subcontracts 5days  Mon 5/30/11 Fri 6/3/11 '

13 Bid Period 10days  Mon 6/6/11 Fri 6/17/11 i

1 Bid Evaluation and Descope Meetings 5days  Mon 6/20/11 Fri 6/24/11 !

15 Award Subcontracts 1day  Mon6/27/11  Mon6/27/11 !

16 Construction 55days  Tue 6/28/11  Mon 9/12/11 i

17 Mobilization 5days  Tue 6/28/11 Mon 7/4/11 !

18 Construction 30 days Tue 7/5/11  Mon 8/15/11 i

19 Completion Report 20days  Tue8/16/11  Mon 9/12/11 I

Project: Landscape Revised 05-09-2011|  Task G Spiit . . « . Progress e Miestone Summary Py  Project Summary (et  External Tasks (3 External Milestone & Deadline &

Page 1
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CONTRACT DRAWINGS

HONEYWELL INTERNATIONAL INC.
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SITE IMPROVEMENTS/LANDSCAPING

TOWN OF GEDDES, NEW YORK
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CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS

5. SEDIMENT MUST BE REMOVED WHERE ACCUMULATIONS REACH 1/2 THE 1. SET SPACING OF CHECK DAMS SUCH THAT THE ELEVATION OF THE CREST OF THE DOWNSTREAM DAM IS AT THE SAME
ABOVE GROUND HEIGHT OF THE BARRIER. ELEVATION OF THE TOE OF THE UPSTREAM DAM.
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STANDARD SYMBOL SB SB
SILT BARRIER 4. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL REMOVE SEDIMENT AT THE BASE OF THE UPGRADIENT SIDE OF THE CHECK DAM WHEN
L SEDIMENT ACCUMULATION HAS REACHED 1/2 OF THE EFFECTIVE HEIGHT OF THE CHECK DAM. AS AN ALTERNATIVE,
NOT TO SCALE ANOTHER CHECK DAM MAY BE INSTALLED ADJACENT AND PARALLEL TO THE UPGRADIENT SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL CHECK
DAM TO INCREASE SEDIMENT STORAGE CAPACITY. CHECK DAM AND SEDIMENT BACKUP IN CENTER OF THE
DITCH/CHANNEL SHALL REMAIN LOWER THAN THE SIDES.
5. CHECK DAMS SHALL BE MAINTAINED UNTIL DISTURBED AREA AROUND THE MEASURE HAS BEEN PERMANENTLY
STABILIZED AND CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES HAVE CEASED.
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