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I. PREFACE

The Department of Environmental Conservation conducts management planning on state
lands to maintain ecosystems*  and provide a wide array of benefits for current and future
generations. The Cuyler Hill Unit Management Plan addresses future management of
Cuyler Hill, Dog Hollow and Maxon Creek State Forests. This plan is the basis for
supporting a multiple-use goal through the implementation of specific objectives and
management strategies. Management will ensure the sustainability, biological diversity
and protection of the Unit’s ecosystems and optimize the many benefits that these State
lands provide. The multiple-use goal will be accomplished through the applied integration
of compatible and sound land management practices.

It is the policy of the Department to manage state lands for multiple benefits to serve the
people of New York State. This Unit Management Plan is the first step in carrying out that
policy. This plan has been developed to address management activities on the Cuyler Unit
for the next twenty years, with a review due in ten years. Some management
recommendations may extend beyond the twenty-year period. Factors such as budget
challenges, wood product markets, and forest health problems may necessitate deviations
from the scheduled management activities.

The Cuyler Hill Unit Management Plan is based on a long-range vision for the management
of this area. Specific goals and objectives to support that vision are based on the rapidly
evolving principles and technologies of ecosystem management, balanced with the
increased demands for public use.

This Plan and the activities it recommends will be in compliance with State Environmental
Quality Review (SEQR), 6NYCRR Part 617. The Division of Lands and Forests has
initiated this process by preparing a full Environmental Assessment Form. This process will
be complete after the public comment period when a final Plan will be issued.

Article 9, Titles 5 and 7, of the Environmental Conservation Law authorize the Department
of Environmental Conservation to manage lands acquired outside the Adirondack and
Catskill Parks. Management, as defined by these laws, includes watershed protection, the
production of timber and other forest products, recreation and kindred purposes. The Draft
State Forest Land Master Plan provides direction and a framework for meeting this legal
mandate.
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New York State DEC-Bureau of State Land Management contracted with NSF-International
and Scientific Certification Systems to conduct auditing for the purpose of obtaining dual
certification under Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative
(SFI) program standards on over 762,000 acres of State Forests in Regions 3 through 9.
This independent audit of State Forests was conducted by these auditing firms from May
until July 2007, with dual certification awarded in January 2008. 

With the dual certification the wood harvested off State Forests from this point forward
could now be labeled as “green certified” through chain-of-custody certificates.  Green
Certified labeling on wood products may assure consumers that the raw material was
harvested from well-managed forests.

The Department has joined only an elite few states representing less than 10% of working
forests certified as well-managed throughout the Northeastern  Region of the United
States.  The Department’s State Forests can be counted as well-managed to protect
habitat, cultural resources, water, recreation and economic values, now, and for future
generations.

#SCS-FM/COC-00104N #NSF-SFIS-6l741
©1996 Forest Stewardship Council NY DEC use of the
FSC certification means that NY DEC State Forests Sustainable Forestry Initiative®
are managed according to strict environmental, program logo mark indicates that  
social and economic standards. State Forests have been certified by a

qualified independent auditor to be 
in conformance with the SFI Standard.

II. VISION STATEMENT

State Forests on the Cuyler Unit will be managed to maintain and enhance ecosystem
health, biodiversity, and sustainability while providing environmental, social, and
economic benefits for the people of New York State.

* highlighted (bold) terms are defined in the glossary.
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V. WHAT IS A UNIT MANAGEMENT PLAN?

A unit management plan (UMP) is an assessment of the natural and physical resources
on land managed by the Department of Environmental Conservation. The UMP guides
the Department’s activities for a twenty-year period. Each plan addresses specific
objectives for public use and ecosystem management which are consistent with the
land classification guidelines and the wild character of these lands.

VI. WHO WRITES THE UNIT MANAGEMENT PLAN?

State Forest UMP’s are written by the Division of Lands and Forests with input from the
Division of Fish, Wildlife, and Marine Resources, the Division of Operations, the
Division of Mineral Resources, and the Division of Forest Protection and Fire
Management. A description of each Division’s responsibilities is listed below. Additional
information can be found on the Department’s website.

Division of Lands and Forests
The Division of Lands and Forests is responsible for the stewardship, management,
protection, and recreational use of State Forest lands, the care of the people who use
these lands and the acquisition of additional lands to conserve unique and significant
resources. The Department also provides forestry leadership by providing technical
assistance to private forest landowners and the forest products industry.

Division of Fish, Wildlife, and Marine Resources
The Division of Fish, Wildlife, and Marine Resources serves the public by using their
collective skills to describe, understand, manage, and perpetuate a healthy and diverse
assemblage of fish, wildlife, and ecosystems.

Division of Operations
The Division of Operations provides technical services, facilities management, and
maintenance of physical assets to insure effective and efficient operation of the
Department and safe public use of Department lands and facilities.

Division of Mineral Resources
The Division of Mineral Resources is responsible for ensuring the environmentally
sound, economic development of New York’s non-renewable energy and mineral
resources for the benefit of current and future generations.

Division of Forest Protection and Fire Management
The Division of Forest Protection and Fire Management is responsible for the
preservation, protection, enhancement of the state’s forest resources, and the safety
and well-being of the public using these resources.




