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Southampton Advocates for the Village 
Environment – Honored for efforts leading to the 
enactment of the Reusable Shopping Bag Program; 
the first municipal program in New York to prohibit 
single-use, plastic, grocery-sized shopping bags 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Southampton 
Advocates for the 
Village Environment 
(SAVE), awarded in 
2013, recognized a 
need for a 
sustainable, 
environmentally 
sound and 
economical alternative to plastic bags. By educating the 
community and businesses on the negative impact plastic 
bags have on the environment, SAVE’s initiative to prohibit 
grocery-store size plastic bags was received very well by the 
village. The Village of Southampton has set an example for 
municipalities and businesses across New York State and 
beyond.  
 
BENEFITS 
 
Through a successful campaign that enlisted support from 
retailers and the entire village community, Southampton’s 
ordinance achieved a 98 percent compliance rate by retailers, 
restaurants and stores, which translates into the elimination 
of at least 110,000 plastic shopping bags annually. The 
streets and beaches of the Village of Southampton are no 
longer littered with plastic bags, and the quality of local 
marine waters has improved significantly.  
 
 

KEY METRICS: 
 

 SAVE research shows that a 
person uses 300-700 single-use 
plastic bags annually 
 

 90% of these bags are discarded; 
2-6% are recycled; 10% of plastic 
bags go into the oceans 

 

 8 billion plastic bags enter the 
waste stream annually 

 

 Village achieved a 98% 
compliance rate with ordinance 
banning plastic bags 

 

 At least 110,000 plastic bags are 
eliminated annually 

 
ABOUT VILLAGE OF 

SOUTHAMPTON   
 

 A commercial center in the 
southern "fork" of Long Island in 
Suffolk County  

  

 Local economy relies on the eco-
tourism and a luxury, second-
home market, both depend on the 
beauty and rarity of the area’s 
environmental resources 

 
NYS Environmental Excellence 
Award: Annual recognition of 
outstanding innovative and 
sustainable projects or programs 
and unique partnerships that are 
improving and protecting New York 
State's environmental resources 
and contributing to a stronger 
economy  



HIGHLIGHTS 
 
SAVE set out to protect the fragile 
ecosystem of Southampton’s wetlands and 
waterways, improve the environment of its 
parks, streets, beaches, dunes and fields. 
They raised public awareness of reuse, 
recycling and restoration efforts throughout 
the village. The campaign enlisted support 
from all sectors of the village including 
municipal trustees, businesses, schools and 
residents. The members of SAVE personally 
visited all merchants and businesses, met 
one-on-one with trustees, and spoke with 
residents and shoppers. The committee and 
village trustees made compliance as easy as 
possible. 
 
In Southampton, the benefits of SAVE’s plastic bag ordinance are 
tangible: 
 
• Village residents worked on a shared initiative, enhancing 
community pride. 
• An art project united teachers, students, parents, and municipal 
government in a venture that engenders pride and empowerment. 
• Merchants and businesses engaged with customers and clients for 
the “greater good” of the village and its future. 
• Community centers, such as the library and chamber of commerce, 
became meeting places for discussion, involvement and action. 
• Children involved their families in a community effort, feeling the 
power to change and influence the future. 
• Village streets and beaches are clear of plastic bags and 
waterways are improved. 
 
FUNDING 
 
The Southampton Advocates for the Village Environment (SAVE) 
Committee is a five-member, volunteer advisory committee of the 
Incorporated Village of Southampton, appointed by the mayor and 
four trustees.  The entire project, from conception to completion, was 
completed without dedicated funding. Their success demonstrates 
the effectiveness that a small but dedicated group of volunteers can 
have on a community and its environment. This volunteer 
organization shed light on an environmental concern, offered a 
sustainable and economically viable alternative and engaged the 
entire community to achieve a desired outcome.  

A MODEL OF EXCELLENCE 
 

 A volunteer committee led a 
village-wide campaign  to 
ban single-use plastic bags 
 

 Campaign was based on 
sound scientific research and 
benchmarking 
 

 Engaged all sectors of the 
Village including municipal 
trustees, businesses, schools 
and residents 

 

 Students became part of the 
campaign by taking the 
discussion home to their 
parents and participated in 
an art competition for the 
logo for a sustainable, 
reusable bag that provided 
as an alternative to plastic 
bags 
 

 Used effective education, 
outreach and training to 
increase individual 
responsibility while 
encouraging collaboration to 
improve the environment 

 
 

 


