
 

 
NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
EXCELLENCE AWARD CASE STUDY 
 

 
Town of North Hempstead – Honored for its 
comprehensive School Recycling Partnership 
Program. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Town of North Hempstead, awarded in 2009, was 
implementing a groundbreaking initiative to partner with 
public schools within the town on a comprehensive 
recycling program. The Recycling Partnership Program is a 
model of excellence from 
an environmental, social 
and economic 
perspective. Students 
became environmental 
stewards, taxpayers 
saved money and the 
school districts received 
the benefit of a 
worthwhile service for 
which they would have 
otherwise paid for.   
 
BENEFITS 
 
As a lead agency in local solid waste management 
planning, the Town of North Hempstead recognized the 
potential of recycling to prevent large amounts of solid 
waste from entering the landfills and saving significant 
taxpayer dollars. North Hempstead partnered with eight of 
the town’s 11 s chool districts. The town supplied every 
classroom and office in each participating district with 
recycling bins and committed to carting all the recyclables 
collected in a total of 44 buildings. In 2009, with more than 
28,000 students participating, the recycling program 
resulted in an average of 25 tons of paper and 6 tons of co-
mingled recyclables per month. 
 
 

KEY METRICS 
 

 225 tons of paper diverted from 
landfills annually 
 

 54 tons of co-mingled recyclables 
diverted from landfills annually 
 

 28,000 students in 8 of 11 schools 
in the town participated 

 
 
ABOUT NORTH HEMPSTEAD 
 

 One of three towns in Nassau 
County 
 

  Population of nearly 227,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NYS Environmental Excellence 
Award: Annual recognition of 
outstanding innovative and 
sustainable projects or programs 
and unique partnerships that are 
improving and protecting New York 
State's environmental resources 
and contributing to a stronger 
economy   



HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Each classroom and each school maintains statistical 
records of the recyclables collected. These records 
provide tangible evidence of the impact the program is 
having on the number of trees saved and the other 
natural resources preserved. In addition, the data provide 
measurements by which the program can compare one 
area to another and one year to the next. The program 
works to foster a sense of accomplishment in students, 
teachers, administrators and officials and set an example 
for other communities interested in establishing similar 
programs. Measuring the volume of recycled materials 
being collected from each classroom time enables 
students to see how they can make a difference on a 
small scale and as part of a common goal. 
 
The recycling partnership program is a model of 
excellence from an environmental and economic 
perspective. Students are becoming environmental 
stewards; taxpayers are saving money; school districts 
are receiving the benefit of a worthwhile service they 
otherwise would have had to pay for; and 279 tons of 
material have been diverted from landfills. 
 
FUNDING 
 
Funding for this program came from the Town of North 
Hempstead. The town applied for and received various 
grants from a variety of sources, including the state and 
federal governments.  

A MODEL OF EXCELLENCE 
 

 Partnering with the town’s 
public schools raised  
community awareness about 
and support of recycling  

 

 The town provided recycling 
bins and paid carting costs 
 

 Students became 
environmental stewards 

 

 Taxpayers saved money  
 

 School districts received the 
benefit of recycles being carted 
at no cost 


