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Chemung County Soil and Water 
Conservation District and Southern Tier 
Central Regional Planning and 
Development Board – Honored for their 
innovative stream management guide, 
“Stream Processes: A Guide to Living in 
Harmony with Streams.” 
  
SUMMARY 
 
The Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) and the Southern Tier Central Regional Planning 
and Development Board were awarded in 2008 for 
developing an innovative stream management guide book 
entitled Stream Processes: A Guide to Living in Harmony 
with Streams. This guide describes how streams work 
(conveyance, sediment transport and energy dissipation) 
and explains the importance of good decision making to 
ensure floodplains continue to function properly.  
 
BENEFITS 
 
Using dramatic photos of washed-out bridges and eroded 
banks, toppled buildings and buried vehicles, this guide 
illustrates the potential consequences of poor stream 
management practices. In contrast, sound management 
practices are clearly explained and success stories serve as 
examples of using best practices when working in and near 
stream channels, floodplains, and stream corridors. The 
information in the guide enables stakeholders to make better 
land use and watershed decisions that protect the natural 
balance of the water ways. The guide also provides 
information about permits and regulations that may apply to 
projects in and near streams and floodplains.  

KEY METRICS 
 

 Enhanced understanding of stream 
systems has resulted in improved 
land use planning and project 
management to avoid costly and 
destructive consequences caused 
by disrupting a stream’s natural 
balance. 

 
 
 
ABOUT CHEMUNG COUNTY 
 

 Population: 88,830 people 
 

 Total area: 411 square miles 
 

 Total water: 3 square miles 
 

 Borders four New York State 
counties and two Pennsylvania 
counties 

 
 
 
NYS Environmental Excellence 
Award: Annual recognition of 
outstanding innovative and sustainable 
projects or programs and unique 
partnerships that are improving and 
protecting New York State's 
environmental resources and 
contributing to a stronger economy   



HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Since 2006, water resource professionals have been 
using the guide to educate landowners, highway 
departments, farmers, loggers, watershed 
organizations, planning boards, developers, elected 
officials and others so they better understand the 
dynamic nature of water systems and the impacts of 
projects nearby. By becoming more aware, 
individuals are able to make land-use and stream 
management decisions that protect stream systems.  
 
The guide serves as an innovative tool and has 
gained acceptance with municipal officials. Chemung 
County SWCD continues to receive requests for 
assistance with natural stream practices as well as 
with wetland and road ditch issues. Once educated, 
decision makers are better equipped to use best 
management practices to protect stream systems 
and avoid the environmental and economic 
consequences of disrupting steam equilibrium. 
 
The Stream Processes guide and an on-line 
presentation are available via these links: 
http://www.chemungcountyswcd.com/ and 
http://www.stcplanning.org/. 
 
FUNDING 
 
Funding and implementation of this project was a 
collaborative effort among numerous partners. Initial 
funding was provided by a grant from the Water 
Resources Board of the Finger Lakes-Lake Ontario 
Watershed Protection Alliance ($23,000), Southern 
Tier Central Regional Planning and Development 
Board ($13,700), National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration ($10,000), NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation ($7,700), and Greene 
County SWCD ($6,400). The Upper Susquehanna 
Coalition provided support throughout the project, 
including illustrations by a local artist.   

A MODEL OF EXCELLENCE 
 
 
• Used as an educational tool for 

private land owners, planners, 
farmers, loggers, and developers 

 
• Educated municipal highway 

departments in best practices when 
working near and in waterways  

 
• Improved understanding of stream 

systems and preservation of natural 
stream functions has resulted in 
better land use and watershed 
management decisions in New 
York and neighboring states  

http://www.chemungcountyswcd.com/
http://www.stcplanning.org/

