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Brewster School District – Honored for its multi-
faceted Environmental Education and Sustainable 
Practices Project to protect the environment and 
promote environmental education 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Brewster School District was awarded in 2008 for its 
multi-faceted Environmental Education and Sustainable 
Practices Project to protect the environment and promote 
environmental education. This comprehensive project 
includes significant capital improvements and managerial 
processes to save energy and protect the region's water 
supply. It also includes educational activities that develop 
student awareness of environmental issues and empowers 
them with 
opportunities to 
participate in 
meaningful, 
innovative, 
hands-on 
activities that 
have measurable 
environmental 
impacts.  
 
BENEFITS 
 
The comprehensiveness of this project is truly innovative, 
especially considering the constant pressure of asking 
taxpayers to take on more of the burden. The 
Environmental Education and Sustainable Practices 
Project goes far beyond the Brewster School District's 
regulatory and educational requirements. It is a model of 
excellence for all New York State school districts to 
emulate.  

KEY METRICS 
 

 17.6% annual savings on a mBtu 
basis 

  

 1,724,388 pounds of CO2 emissions 
avoided 

 

 250,000 cubic feet of paper 
 

 250,000 cubic feet of plastic waste 
 

 All biochemical oxygen demand 
(BOD) from wastewater removed 

 
 
 
 
 
ABOUT BREWSTER SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 
 
All 3,700 students participated in the 
recycling program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NYS Environmental Excellence 
Award: Annual recognition of 
outstanding innovative and sustainable 
projects or programs and unique 
partnerships that are improving and 
protecting New York State’s 
environmental resources and 
contributing to a stronger economy  



HIGHLIGHTS 
 
The district's Sustainability Task Force has been charged 
with overseeing and bringing cohesiveness to the project, 
especially in terms of connecting the building’s 
management components with environmental education 
components. This is a unique and innovative planning 
process for an educational institution.  
 
Several projects were developed and implemented, 
including: an education and outreach program involving 
teachers and students; recycling programs at all five 
schools that resulted in 50% less solid waste production; a 
unique enrichment program for all students in grades 4-8, 
focusing on global sustainability and empowering youth by 
introducing them to fields of study such as sustainable 
development, future studies and systems thinking; an 
extensive outdoor education program in the district's 
intermediate school and involving students in grades 4-5 in 
a student-run organic garden. The produce raised is 
consumed locally, reducing transportation costs and 
impacts.  
 
This effort also included restructuring the secondary 
science curriculum to create pathways for the study of 
environmental science, sustainable resources and 
alternative energy to encourage students to become 
environmental and sustainability leaders. A technologically 
advanced wastewater treatment facility was built in 2007 on 
district property and operated by the district with support 
from the NYC Department of Environmental Protection. The 
facility goes beyond regulatory requirements for the NYC 
watershed. In 2006-2008, significant building improvements 
were accomplished with the assistance of the NYS Energy 
Research and Development Authority, resulting in 
substantial energy conservation. 
 
FUNDING 
 
Small grants served as “seed money” and were funded by 
Go Green grants from the New York State Association for 
Reduction, Reuse and Recycling to institute recycling 
efforts in Wells Middle School (2006) and both elementary 
schools (2007). Grants from the Brewster Education 
Foundation and the New York State Senate, secured by 
State Senator Vincent Leibell, were used to build an 
outdoor laboratory/indigenous garden at Brewster High 
School during summer 2008, with contributions in goods or 
services solicited from local businesses and environmental 
professionals. 

A MODEL OF EXCELLENCE 
 
• Education and outreach program 

involving teachers and students 
 
• Five schools reduced 50% of solid 

waste 
 
• Global sustainability enrichment 

program for 4th- through 8th- grade 
students 

 
• Restructuring science curriculum to 

create studies in environmental 
science, including sustainable 
resources and alternative energy 

 
• Facility improvements, including an 

advanced wastewater treatment 
facility and energy-efficient 
upgrades 

 

 Creation of a district sustainability 
task force to provide leadership, 
vision and continuity 

 

 Student gardens in three of the five 
schools 

 

 Students participate in Outdoor 
Learning Days, which include 
camping, orienteering, workshops in 
Art in Nature, All about Birds, 
Project Adventure, mammals and 
foraging 


