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June 10, 2009 
 

 
New York Department of  

  Environmental Conservation  

Division of Environmental Permits, Region One 

Stony Brook University 

50 Circle Road 

Stony Brook, New York 11790-3409 

Attention:  Kevin Kispert 

 

RE:   South Pier Improvement Project (SPIP) 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 

Public Comment Period Ending June 10, 2009 

Air Emissions / Air Quality Review Comments 

 

Dear Mr. Kispert: 

 

ARC Engineering & Construction, P.C./Enviro-Sciences Engineering (ESE) respectfully submits 

this letter on behalf of UPROSE, Community Board 7, Brooklyn Chinese-American 

Association, Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow, and Southwest Brooklyn Industrial 

Development Corp.  ESE has reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for 

the South Pier Improvement Project (SPIP), the air permit applications, and related technical 

documentation that has been made available to the general public.  This review focused on air 

emissions and air quality impacts resulting from the proposed facility.   

 

Review of the project documentation indicates that the applicant’s air emissions approach is to 

obtain a permit at the Gowanus Generating Station (GGS) with limited operating hours that do 

not trigger the nonattainment New Source Review (NSR) and Prevention of Significant 

Deterioration (PSD) program requirements.  A similar approach with limited operating hours is 

also proposed at the Narrows Generating Station (NGS), and on this basis, an overall net 

reduction in emissions is claimed by the applicant. 

 

A number of issues, however, need to be addressed in the DEIS to support the applicant’s 

statement that the proposed project will result in a net reduction in emissions.  These items are 

identified in the following sections of this letter.   

BASELINE YEAR SELECTION 

The general approach to calculating net reductions in emissions is to subtract baseline emissions 

from the newly-proposed emissions levels.  Under NSR and PSD regulations, the baseline period 

is typically the two most recent years of operations (i.e., in order to reflect “current” conditions).   

The applicant, however, has stated that an alternative period (2004-2005) was used in the 

analysis to be most representative of peaking plant operations.  While this is possible, the two 
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most recent years (2007-2008) should also be evaluated as a baseline period to support the 

applicant’s statement that the proposed project will result in a net reduction in emissions.   

To further demonstrate a net reduction in emissions to the public, computations using data from 

the intervening year (2006) and prior (2000-2003) years would further support the applicant’s 

statement that the proposed project will result in a net reduction in emissions.  It will also be 

helpful if the applicant could explain why the alternative period (2204-2005) is believed to be the 

most representative of peaking plant operations. 

CALCULATED VERSUS ACTUAL EMISSIONS 

A comparison of the above-calculated emissions and actual (measured) emissions data obtained 

any time during this longer (nine-year) period would also demonstrate to the public the accuracy 

of computations in predicting a net reduction in emissions.  

DISTILLATE FUEL USE 

In Section 3.4.4.3 of the DEIS, regulatory-based reduction alternatives were presented for 

emissions of PM10 / PM2.5.  Nine alternatives were evaluated. The conclusion was made that the 

only practical approach to reduce emissions would be to take permit restrictions.   

The option of eliminating or reducing the use of distillate fuel by the existing units did not 

appear to be evaluated.  This discussion is recommended for inclusion in the SPIP DEIS. 

HAZARDOUS AIR POLLUTANTS 

Evaluation of emissions reductions was provided in the DEIS for criteria pollutants.  However, 

no reference was made to net reduction in emissions of hazardous air pollutants.  This discussion 

is recommended for inclusion in the SPIP DEIS. 

START-UP AND SHUTDOWN PERIODS 

It is unknown if the calculations for the GGS and NGS that indicated a net reduction in 

emissions included project start-up and shutdown periods.  If not, project start-up and shutdown 

periods emissions are recommended for inclusion in these computations. 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 

Reductions in GGS and NGS emissions are proposed through modification of the existing Title 

V Operating Permits for both facilities.  The achievement of a net reduction in emissions 

reportedly requires changes at the NGS, which is separate from the construction of new facilities 

at GGS.   

It is important, therefore, to understand when emissions would be reduced.  The projected timeframe 

for securing regulatory approvals at the GGS and NGS is recommended for discussion in the DEIS. 
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AIR QUALITY MODELING 

Ambient air quality modeling is recommended to demonstrate the proposed net reduction in 

emissions will result in improved ambient air quality in the region, and in the host community of 

Sunset Park, Brooklyn.    

With respect to the modeling analysis that was performed to determine if the Significant Impact 

Levels (SILS) would be exceeded, it is recommended to have the start-up and shutdown 

conditions included in the analysis 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recognizing the general intent of a DEIS is to present full public disclosure of potential 

environmental impacts from a proposed project, further clarification and explanation is 

recommended in the SPIP DEIS for the general public to be able to understand how the 

proposed project will achieve the stated goal of a net reduction in emissions.  Further 

clarification and explanation is also recommended in the SPIP DEIS to demonstrate the proposed 

net reduction in emissions will result in improved ambient air quality in the host community of 

Sunset Park, Brooklyn.    

 

CLOSING COMMENT 

 

On behalf of UPROSE, Community Board 7, Brooklyn Chinese-American Association, 

Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow, and Southwest Brooklyn Industrial Development Corp., 

we look forward to your response to this comment letter.  We welcome an opportunity to work 

with the NYSDEC and the applicant in order to provide the general public with an enhanced 

understanding of how the proposed project will achieve the stated goals of reducing emissions 

and improving air quality in Sunset Park community.   

 

Very truly yours, 

 

ARC ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION, P.C.  

/ ENVIRO-SCIENCES ENGINEERING 
 

 
 

Stephen J. Fleischacker, P.E.        

Project Director       
 

cc: Elizabeth Yeampierre, UPROSE 

Gavin Kearney, New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

Randy Peers, Community Board 7 

Rohit Aggarwala, Mayor's Office on Long-term Planning and Sustainability  
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      June 12,  2009 
 
Kevin Kispert 
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Permits 
Region 1 
50 Circle Road 
Stony Brook, NY  11790 
 
   Re: SEQRA Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comments  
     on South Pier Improvement Program 
 
Dear Mr. Kispert, 
 
 The New York State Department of Public Service (DPS) has reviewed the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed South Pier Improvement 
Program (SPIP).  The SPIP is an energy project that will improve the Gowanus 
Generating Station (GGS), through the addition of a 100 MW combustion turbine 
generator while guaranteeing the reduction of actual net emissions from the Sunset 
park facilities.  The proposed facility is to be located on the existing South Pier at the 
GGS which is zoned to allow electric power or steam generation plants as a permitted 
use according to city zoning regulations. 
 
 DPS includes the Staff of the Public Service Commission (PSC).  The PSC is an 
involved agency in the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) review of the 
project.  DPS staff have reviewed the developer’s DEIS and has the following 
comments.  
 
Public Service Law Section 68  
 
Pursuant to Public Service Law (PSL) §68, Astoria Generating Company will be 
required to obtain a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) from the 
Public Service Commission.  The §68 review includes consideration of the capability of 
the developer to function as an electric corporation and to provide safe and reliable 
service.  The review is in progress. 
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Section 1.1.1.4 - Exhaust stack 
 
Specify the color of the paint for the exhaust stack. 
 
Section 1.1.1.5 - Cooling System 
 
Specify the cooling system that will be used for the LMS 100 turbine.  Is it wet cooling 
tower or fin fan cooling?  Explain the reasons for selecting either of them. 
 
Section 3.4 - Climate and Air Quality Pg.39 
 
Specify the Narrows Generating Station emission control program and the 
implementation plan, in the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS).  
 
Use of Bio-fuels and Waste Heat - Page 205 
 
The FEIS should specifically state the conclusions on the evaluations of the uses of bio-
fuels and waste heat conversion. 
 
Appendix H 
 
Letter dated December 10, 2007 from NYS DEC - Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine 
Resources states “if this proposed project is still under development one year from now, 
we recommend that you contact us again so that we may update this information with 
the most current information.”  Please include this statement in the FEIS. 
 
Appendix N – Capacity Study (Page 16) 
 
This part states that “Selective Catalytic Reduction Vendor and Catalyst Vendor are 
willing to guarantee stack emission.”  Please include the guarantee as part of the FEIS. 
 
Availability of LMS 100 Turbine - Ref. Page 18 
 
Specify the time schedule for availability of the LMS 100 turbine in the FEIS. 
 
Final Scope of Work- Appendix L 
 
The cover letter states “final scope of work.”  But the headers on subsequent pages are 
marked as “proposed scope of work”.  Is the final and proposed scope the same? If so, 
correct it accordingly in the FEIS. 
 
DPS recognizes the fact that this area of the Project is in a flood zone and critical 
components will be placed above the ground. What is the proposed height?  Please 
clarify the height of the components. 
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Utilities such as electric underground cables, gas transmission or distribution lines, and 
water lines crossed or near the SPIP should be shown on a topographic map, with 
respect to the location of the LMS 100 turbine and its accessories. 
 
 Please contact Philipose Philip at 518-486-6075 for any further questions or 
reviews. 
 
      Very truly yours, 

 
      {Original Signed} 
 

       Christina Palmero, Chief 
      Renewable Energy and 
      Environmental Compliance 
 
 
cc:  David Perry, Senior Project Manager, Astoria Generating Co. 
 Ms. Gail Suchman, Stroock, Stroock & Lavan, LLP 



 

This email is addressed to Kevin Kispert at the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation as public commentary. I have sent copies to Dr Thomas Cahill, Air Quality Expert, Dr Julie 
Sze, Environmental Justice Expert, I attach the Draft Environmental Impact Statement which is still open 
for public comment.  
 
I was present at the South Pier Improvement Project public hearing on April 6th 2009 at PS 24 in 
Brooklyn to discuss the permit request for a GE LMS 100 turbine at the South Pier Improvement Project 
in Brooklyn New York by US PowerGen (http://www.uspowergen.com/projects/south-pier/overview/ ) 
and I would like to add to the public comments I made at that hearing.  
 
I am an emergency medicine doctor, currently completing a residency program in New York City. I have a 
bachelor's degree in biological science from the University of California at Davis, and I have a medical 
degree from the National University of Ireland, University College Dublin, Ireland. I worked for two years 
as a teacher in an industrial community in Long Beach, California with Teach for America and I am 
concerned about environmental impacts in low income communities. My commentary is my own opinion 
as a citizen and does not reflect the views of my residency or of those institutions.  
 
I live at 23rd street and 3rd avenue in Brooklyn near the South Pier Site and due to the proximity of my 
residence to the proposed added turbine I am concerned for a number of reasons. As we heard at the 
meeting, there are approximately 50 turbines running on fossil fuels in the South Brooklyn waterfront, 
each of which has a permit from the state to operate near a large population center. The addition of one 
turbine to this number by means of a permit approval will supposedly decrease emissions through arcane 
"enforcement changes" which are not actually part of the permit application . As a scientist,physician, and 
citizen I am concerned that the emissions reductions which are promised will not actually improve air 
quality in this community, and the environmental impact statement does not adequately address the risks 
of PM 2.5 in the community nor provide a means to track changes in mortality or morbidity in the future. 
There is no proposed mechanism to identify how the proposed reductions in air quality will be monitored, 
assured, reported, or correlated to reductions in mortality or morbidity  
 
1. This is an energy/environmental issue which directly affects the public and there has been little to no 
publicity at the point where consumers and citizens use electricity and energy or where they will be 
affected by it eg in the hospital. For example, most neighborhood citizens use gasoline and/or take the 
subway- so it would be nice to see advertising for an energy issue at the gas stations or in the subway 
where we directly use energy or where we are affected by it's consequences. 
 
 Consumers will not use less energy unless they are aware of some of the environmental impacts 
associated with it. I read in the DEIS on page 132 that the scoping of the DEIS was undertaken with "so-
called" enhanced public participation. Yet the distribution was aimed at libraries, mail, and on a project 
website most people have never been to. The public participation was not driven by any logic.... to 
publicly target a neighborhood you have to get the word out through businesses people use on a daily 
basis- hospitals, doctor's offices, pharmacies,banks, churches, supermarkets, laundromats, gas stations, 
post offices, and the subway.  
 
I quote from page 132... I would hardly call this "enhanced and comprehensive public participation"... 
that would require the use of a commercially available PR agency, not the " NYSDEC region 2 office" 
which is located in another borough in Long Island City.  With all due respect to the hard work of Michelle 
Moore and Arturo Garcia-Costas, I think the public participation could have been improved or been made 
more logical and focused at the point of energy use and it's consequences. 
 
 
"Undertaking any activity requiring a permit in a PEJA triggers the obligation on the part of an 
applicant to pursue an enhanced public participation program. AGC prepared a comprehensive 
and proactive Public Participation Plan (PPP), and submitted the plan to the NYSDEC with the 



 

Environmental Assessment Form on October 1, 2007. This plan was reviewed by the EJ8 and 
community9 specialists at the NYSDEC Region II office. The PPP was made widely available to the 
public by mail and email, on the project website, at the public repositories in local libraries and at 
the Community Board office, and at the public information meetings. The plan contained 
commitments for AGC to undertake significant public outreach and preparation of a public contact 
list, widely disseminate information, prepare fact sheets, hold public meetings, take comments 
continually throughout the SEQRA review process, and provide periodic progress reports 
summarizing public outreach activities to date, project status, and responses to questions and 
comments received. All project documents are available through the project website and at public 
repositories in local libraries and the CB7 office, and comments were encouraged to be provided 
at public meetings, by mail, through the website, or via the established hotline." 
 
 
 
2. The data in the DEIS provides some data about the population which suggests that the mortality, 
cancer and hospitalization rates are subject to confounding and bias, an misses the boat on assessing the 
risk of PM 2.5 in that same population. The point of an environmental impact statement is to give an 
estimate of current and future risks, which this study does not do.  
 
In the Sunset Park profile from NYC DOHMH  
(http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/downloads/pdf/data/2006chp-205.pdf) 
 
We see that Sunset Park is largely immigrant, unlikely to have a doctor, and ethnically diverse, and 
perhaps less likely to be documented citizens or seek health care. In an demographically mobile 
transitional community whose population is not stable over time, the environmental impact of an 
exposure is not likely to be reflected in the vital statistics of the community... therefore, the data from 
NYC DOHMH is limited in it's ability to quantify the correlation between PM 2.5 and mortality or asthma 
hospitalizations.  
 
 In 2001 Drs Fricker and Hengartner published a paper which found that in New York City, ethnic minority 
populations are more likely to be located next to an environmentally undesirable site. This paper suggests 
there is inequity in the distribution of polluting sites in New York City. The data used to make this claim 
was taken from census tracts. ("Environmental equity and the distribution of toxic release inventory and 
other environmentally undesirable sites in metropolitan New York City" by Ronald D. Fricker Jr. and 
Nicholas W Hengartner in "Environmental and Ecological Statistics" 8, 33-52, 2001).  
 
There are two important papers which confirm a link between PM 2.5 and mortality which have not been 
addressed in this DEIS.  
 
One is the Harvard Six Cities study, and the other is a zip code based association between PM 2.5 and 
mortality.  
 
At Johns Hopkins, Zeger et al found an increase in mortality associated with exposure to PM 2.5 in a very 
large medicare population.  
Scott L. Zeger, Francesca Dominici, Aidan McDermott, and Jonathan M. Samet Mortality in the Medicare 
Population and Chronic Exposure to Fine Particulate Air Pollution in Urban Centers (2000–2005) Environ 
Health Perspect 116:1614–1619 (2008). 
 
The Harvard Six Cities study focused on a stable cohort in towns in Ohio, correlating PM 2.5 with 
mortality.  
Dockery DW, Pope CA III, Xu X, Spengler JD, Ware JH, Fay ME, et al. 1993 An association between air 
pollution and 
mortality in six U.S. cities. N Engl J Med 329:1753–1759. 



 

 
Both well controlled, and confirm a link between PM 2.5 and mortality.  
 
The DEIS completely misses the boat on assessing the risk of PM 2.5 in my community. There is no 
attempt to correlate the existing excess mortality burden which is caused by the existence of 50 turbines 
on the Brooklyn waterfront and cannot provide any solid data on how this SPIP is going to reduce 
mortality. If the SPIP is indeed a good thing, then you ought to be able to provide data which has shown 
a correlation between mortality and PM 2.5 so that you can track it in the future. Yet as I state, based on 
the fact that the population structure is ethnically diverse, and the community is a transitional one, 
efforts to monitor and report the PM 2.5 should be stepped up on a daily and monthly basis near these 
50 turbines to capture the daily flux of pollutants at peak generating times, not just on an annual basis.  
 
 
3. I want to re-iterate my concerns about the particulate pollution from the proposed addition of a 
turbine to the site at South Pier. While I understand that there is a "proposed" enforceable reduction in 
emissions, I am not confident this will be associated with an improvement in air quality because it is not 
part of the current permit application . I don't see how you can allow a permit to go through on the basis 
of a future claim that US PowerGen is going to "voluntarily" reduce emissions at another site at a future 
date without changing the existing permits for those sites and turbines.  
 
As I quote below from pages 50 and 51, there is to be no Title V permit modification on existing units, 
and there is no enforceable way to ensure that existing units are reduced in emissions as long as their 
permit continues to be in existence. I would urge the DEC to deny the permit application until US 
POWERGEN submits the application for a permit to reduce the existing emissions at SPIP, and I would 
urge the DEC to be aggressive in protecting public health and revoke any and all existing US POWER GEN 
permits which do not meet NAAQS on a 24 hour basis as measured within a reasonable distance (2 miles) 
of the turbines.  
 
As described in 3.4.4.2-2 (page 56), the LMS100 is not going to decrease PM 10 and 2.5 emissions 
requiring an emissions netting strategy.  
 
 "The first part of the air emission reduction strategy is the installation of a new, highly 
efficient LMS100 combustion turbine with add-on emission controls, and capping the 
emissions through enforceable permit limits. As described in Section 3.4, the potential 
emissions from the LMS100 will be “netted” to be below NSR/PSD emission threshold levels 
by enforceable permit limits that reduce the actual emission levels from the existing GGS 
units. Therefore, the installation of the LMS100 is considered a minor modification of the 
existing facility. 
The second part of the air emission reduction strategy is to reduce actual emission levels 
from the existing NGS units through enforceable permit limits which will be requested in a 
separate NGS Title V Permit modification application submitted to the NYSDEC in the future. 
This second part of the strategy is not required in order for the SPIP to qualify as a minor 
permit modification or by the regulatory process. Rather, this step will guarantee reduced 
emissions to the community. The proposed limits at NGS will ensure that actual emission 
reductions from existing AGC’s facilities in Sunset Park are greater than any potential 
emission increases due to the LMS100. 
Both parts of the strategy are based on “Emissions Netting”, which is the implementation of 
emissions reductions to existing units and then subtracting these reductions from a new 
emission source for determining net project emissions. For the SPIP, the reduced emissions 
from the existing GGS are subtracted from the LMS100 emissions to determine NSR/PSD 
applicability. As a result, the addition of the LMS100 is classified as a minor modification to 
the existing facility. While not required for the regulatory process, a similar Emissions Netting 
strategy will be used for obtaining additional reductions at NGS for community benefit. In this 



 

way, the overall project may achieve net negative emissions, even though a new emission source has 
been added. " 
 
from page 61  
3.4.5.1 Community-based Reductions 
As described in Table 3.4.4.3-2, the Emissions Netting analysis results in significant 
reductions (total emissions) in all regulated pollutants while reducing the level of VOC and 
PM2.5 emissions to be below the NSR/PSD thresholds. However the first part of AGC’s 
emissions reduction strategy results in slight increases in PM2.5 and VOC (9.27 and 1.79 tons 
per year, respectively). While this increase is below the NSR/PSD emission threshold levels, 
AGC has committed to the community that it would reduce all criteria pollutants, particularly 
PM2.5 which has been noted as an important community concern. As such, in addition to the 
regulatory-driven reductions described in Section 3.4.4.3, AGC has committed to voluntarily 
reduce emissions from the NGS to guarantee a net reduction in emissions to the community. 
AGC will implement these additional reductions at NGS due to the fact that additional 
reductions at the GGS are either not a physically practical or economically viable. These 
reductions will be achieved through enforceable permit limits at NGS similar to those 
described for the GGS in Section 3.4.4.3. 
The full implementation of the SPIP air emissions reduction strategy will result in the SPIP 
having an overall net reduction in emissions from AGC’s Sunset Park facilities while adding 
generating capacity.. 
 
 
 
4. I note that on the DEIS pages 40-44 in particular table 3.4.1.3-1 the attainment status for PM 10 is not 
listed on a 24 hour basis since data is not available, and that the PM2.5 does not meet emissions 
standards for National Ambient Air Quality Standards NAAQS as listed in table 3.4.1.3-2. I only see that 
there is one monitoring station in this table listed at 424 Leonard Street in Williamsburg which is about 7 
miles away from the SPIP site. However, in the DEIS, there is a comment on page 41, that 
 
 "The attainment status in the vicinity of the SPIP site is based on detailed ambient air quality data, which 
was collected from ambient air monitors located in the vicinity of the SPIP site. 
This data is representative of existing ambient air quality of the vicinity of the SPIP. Tables 3.4.1.3-2 to 
3.4.1.3-4 list the pertinent data from nearby state operated ambient air 
monitors. Table 3.4.1.3-2 presents the existing background ambient air quality data for Brooklyn (Kings 
County). Since many of the criteria pollutants are not monitored in Brooklyn, Table 3.4.1.3-3 was 
prepared to present the existing background ambient air quality data for all of the City"  
 
I am not convinced that data from ambient air quality monitors 7 miles away from the SPIP is "in the 
vicinity of the site". If there is better data which was collected within 0.5 miles of the SPIP I would like to 
see it.  
 
The SCREEN3 model is not really relevant for PM 2.5.. as I quote on page 74,  
 
"The purpose of the SCREEN3 modeling analyses was to determine the maximum, modeled 
screening concentrations from the turbine for comparison to the SILs. As shown in Table 
3.4.9-1, the maximum, modeled screening concentrations are less than the SILs for all 
pollutants and averaging periods. The net emissions of PM2.5 from the LMS100 will be below 
the 15 TPY (expected to be reduced 10 TPY) threshold levels in NYSDEC policy guidance CP- 
33 and therefore this policy guidance including the corresponding SIL, does not apply. 
Predicted impacts from the LMS100 are below SILs and by definition will not cause or 
contribute to any exceedance of PSD increments or NAAQS. Additional modeling is not 
required to demonstrate compliance with PSD increments or NAAQS."  



 

 
I think I am correct in concluding that the SCREEN3 model is simply a model, not an actual measurement 
of PM2.5, and that based on the assumption that the NET emissions are below 10 TPY the SCREEN3 
analysis is not applicable.  
 
Yet, it is clearly stated in table 3.4.4.2-2 on page 56 that the LMS100 is going to emit 19.76 tons per year 
of PM 2.5 which means that the SCREEN3 analysis IS applicable and we need more data on the PM 2.5 
distribution in the community. This is because the permit for the LMS 100 does not require any 
enforceable limits elsewhere!  
 
 
5. I am not impressed by the local micro-climate data and geographic data in the DEIS. If the DEIS is 
going to make comments about the topography of the area, it needs to comment on where the air quality 
monitors are located and the specific local patterns that exist with respect to air quality.  As I note on 
page 40, the DEIS lists Battle Hill as the highest point in Brooklyn, and quotes as the reference a website 
"sunset-park.com" rather than a reputable source such as the USGS. The DEIS makes note of wind 
patterns as reported by the National Weather Service for La Guardia Airport.  
 
The SPIP is located in the New York Harbor, and I think that the best source for local wind conditions is a 
marine forecast, not an aviation forecast. No ship captain bringing an oil tanker to the SPIP is going to 
rely on the wind conditions from La Guardia airport, and I don't think that the public should be treated as 
so naive that an 8th grader with google could get better weather conditions and topography information 
about the SPIP than the DEIS provides. I would urge the DEIS to revise their weather conditions from the 
National Weather Service MARINE data available at nws.noaa.gov 
 
I quote from page 40.  
"Local wind patterns are heavily influenced by the geography of the Hudson River Valley and 
the Atlantic Ocean. National Weather Service data for the La Guardia Airport office reflect 
predominant winds from the south and southeast, with a secondary maximum from the west 
and northwest directions. Although these wind directions prevail due to the passage of large 
scale weather systems, they are accentuated by the proximity of nearby bodies of water. 
3.4.1.2 Topography 
The SPIP site is located within Brooklyn, New York. Figure 1.1 depicts the SPIP site on a 
USGS digital raster grid (Jersey City and Brooklyn Quad). Topography in the vicinity of the 
SPIP is generally flat and ground level ranges from 0 to approximately 30 feet above sea 
level from the waterfront to the BQE (elevated above 3rd Avenue). Continuing west, 
topography gradually rises and crests at 220 feet above sea level at “Battle Hill” which is 
located in the northeast corner of Green-Wood Cemetery. Battle Hill is listed as the highest 
point in all of Brooklyn (Sunset-Park.com, 2008)." 
 
6. I am concerned about the fact that PM 10 and 2.5 emissions are going to calculated only on an 
ANNUAL basis. This means that a turbine which has a high output of particulate matter below 10 or 2.5 
microns can be run ALL summer 24 hours a day at peak capacity from June to September  when energy 
requirements are highest, and children are out of school, yet even if the turbine was turned off 
completely for the other 8 months of the year the total pollution in those four months could easily result 
in devastating damage to children's lungs when they are outside all day in the summer months. However, 
by the logic of the permit process, the total emissions for the annual year would be met. My concern is 
that the outputs of the turbine are not going to be monitored and reported on a continuing basis- eg the 
annual standards for the facility could be met while for many months or days of the year the community 
would not be in compliance with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards on a 24 hour basis.  
 
as the DEIS states on page 57,  
 



 

"The GGS and NGS are both peaking stations that operate to supply electrical power to the 
system during high load conditions or when the system requires these units for reliability. 
While the overall annual operation (capacity factor) is low, the operation of the peaking units 
is one that can vary significantly year to year. A slight change in hours of operation results in 
a significant percentage swing. The primary variables that affect the operating time are the 
overall electrical load demand, ambient temperature, extended heat or cold waves, fuel 
curtailments, transmission and distribution line outages, and other available generation. 
These conditions could require the facility to operate up to the permit limits in any given 
year. As such, normal operation for a peaker is the capacity factor needed to support the 
electric system as required."...  
 
this suggests that the turbines could be used at certain times causing severe periodic adverse air quality 
while still meeting annual requirements, and this could happen at times when susceptible individuals 
(children) are outside on school breaks during the summer.  
 
I would ask that as a scientist, a physician, and a concerned citizen and neighborhood resident you 
require that as a condition of the permit that the permit owner be required to report the output of 
turbines in particulate matter on at least a MONTHLY basis and that there is a public reporting of the 
actual air quality measured in several locations within the neighborhood (not only at the nearest available 
PM 10 or PM 2.5 measurement station 7 miles away in Williamsburg at Leonard Avenue), and that these 
PM emissions be reported on at least a MONTHLY basis at hospitals, pharmacies, schools, post offices 
AND public libraries and in the CONED bill, at every gas station in the neighborhood, and at main express 
subway stops (36th street), Atlantic Pacific, and at the ConEd offices.  
 
7. I am really surprised that the DEIS considers that PM emissions from the SPIP do not add any 
environmental burden to impact the health in this community. 
 
 In the DEIS, page 141  
3.10.3 Effects of SPIP on PEJA Burden 
It is not anticipated that the SPIP will contribute any additional environmental burden on the local 
PEJA. As demonstrated by the analysis of potential air contaminants to be emitted by the SPIP 
contained in Section 3.1, the project will not contribute to the community’s air pollution burden 
In fact, it will decrease the annual actual emissions now coming from the AGC owned facilities 
and therefore will reduce the contribution of AGC on air quality components that may contribute 
to environmental and health impacts. By reducing operations of existing facilities by 
approximately 50% from baseline actuals, the SPIP will achieve an approximately 49% actual 
overall emission reduction from current conditions, while adding to the overall capacity and 
reliability of the local electrical grid. In addition, conservative air quality screen modeling demonstrates 
that the impacts from 
emissions pollutants from the LMS100 turbine will be below Significant Impact Levels (SILs; see 
Section 3.4). Furthermore, the SPIP will supply greatly needed energy during peak periods 
thereby, increasing reliability and uninterrupted electrical generation service for area businesses, 
residences and the City of a whole. 
 
 
As I state above, the turbines could be run periodically significantly adversely affecting air quality at peak 
periods, there is no guarantee that even with annual reduced emissions this is going to result in a 
positive health impact.  
 
Several studies have confirmed a link between PM 2.5 and mortality, and there is NO data that small 
reductions in PM 2.5 can improve mortality. What the scientific literature tells us is that there is a link, it 
does not tell us the threshold at which reduction below a certain level is associated with decreased 
mortality. As long as there are PM 2.5 emissions on the waterfront, there will be health effects. The DEIS 



 

should try and get more data on what the health effects are by linking the PM 2.5 in this local area to 
health outcomes rather than stating that the status quo is acceptable.  
 
 
8. The DEIS clearly states that the community is one which is underserved by physicians and there is 
little access to preventive care in this community. As an emergency physician, I can tell you that an 
emergency room visit does not prevent asthma... asthma is prevented by focus on air quality and primary 
care, neither of which exist in the SPIP area.  
page 140  
Neighborhood asthma hospitalization rates depend in part on the percentage of residents 
who have asthma. However, good medical management of asthma can prevent many 
asthma-related hospitalizations, and patients can work with health care providers to better 
control their asthma. Thus, the asthma hospitalization rate can also indicate poor access to 
health care (NYC DOHMH, 2006a). Medical care may help people prevent illnesses, identify 
health conditions, and treat health problems. The Sunset Park residents are more likely to be 
without a doctor (31%) when compared to Brooklyn (23%) and the City (24%). More 
residents in Brooklyn and the City have health insurance when compared to Sunset Park. In 
Sunset Park, the amount of residents who live below the poverty level is higher than 
Brooklyn and the City. Therefore, the Sunset Park residents are less likely than the average 
Brooklyn or City resident to have the advantage of preventative medical care and rely more 
on emergency medical services. 
 
 
 
--  
John Haughey B.S., M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O. 
Cell 347-446-1695 
johnchaughey@gmail.com 
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To:              Kevin Kispert 
   NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
 
From:  Naim Rasheed, Director 
  Traffic Planning 
 
Re:  South Pier Improvement Project 
  Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
 
Date:  June 10, 2009 
 
 The South Pier Improvement Project (SPIP) is an energy project that will improve 
the Gowanus Generating Station (GGS) through the installation of one combustion 
turbine (LMS 100) generator, while guaranteeing reduction of the actual net emissions 
from the Sunset Park facilities. While the regulatory process does not require reductions 
in emissions, the Astoria Generating Company (AGC), a private energy company based 
in New York City that is developing and will own and operate the proposed facility, has 
made a commitment that the overall emissions from its new and existing facilities would 
be reduced. The entrance to the GGS is located at 29th Street and 2nd Avenue.  The SPIP 
is approximately 200-feet north of the GGS entrance and bounded to the north, west and 
south by the Gowanus Bay.  In meetings between AGC and the NYC Department of City 
Planning (DCP), the agency confirmed that the project could be constructed “as-of-right” 
pursuant to the NYC Zoning Resolution.  Although no significant adverse environmental 
impacts are anticipated as a result of the proposed project, AGC has prepared a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) to address community concerns. 
 

We have completed the review of the above referenced DEIS and have the 
following comments/requests for information: 
 

The SPIP DEIS references several active projects which may be undergoing 
construction at the same time as this proposal, or may even be operational at the time this 
project begins construction.  Specifically, the SIMS Municipal Recycling Facility 
proposes the use of 2nd Avenue for both its construction and operational activities with a 
proposed 2009 build year.  Although the DEIS identifies the use of a traffic coordinator 
during the construction period, NYC DOT requests that the consultant perform a traffic 
analysis. This analysis should focus on the following intersections: 

• 2nd Avenue and 39th Street and the BQE Exit Ramp; and  
• 3rd and 4th Avenues @ 38th and 39th Streets.  

 
Should there be a need for the shuttle bus to transport constructions workers, please 

identify the boarding location, the proposed route and headways during the AM and PM 
peak hours. 



NYC Department of Transportation 
Division of Traffic Operations 
55 Water Street, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10041 
T: 839-7710  F: 839-7777 
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Kevin Kispert 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
Re: South Pier Improvement Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
June 10, 2009 
 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 

Please provide a table indicating the number of trucks per hour over a 24-hour 
period, and the prescribed route.  
 

Please indicate the number of new employees and vehicular trips that would be 
generated by the upgraded facility. 
 

Please describe the number of on-site employee parking spaces to be provided.  
 

Please justify the exclusion of construction impact analyses. 
  

If there are any questions I can be reached at (212) 839-7710, or you may contact 
Marjorie Bryant at (212) 839-7756. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c: Acting A/C R. Russo, B/C J. Palmieri, J. Noto, S. Ahmed, H. Colon, M. Bryant, 

File 
e:/docs/Bryant/South Pier Improvement Project 
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              1                                
 
              2                       PROCEEDINGS  
 
              3                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:  The  
 
              4            time is approximately 7: 06 on April  
 
              5            6, 2009.  My name is Art uro Garcia- 
 
              6            Costas.  I am the Region al Public  
 
              7            Affairs Manager for the New York  
 
              8            State Department of Envi ronmental  
 
              9            Conservation.  The regio nal office  
 
             10            is located in Long Islan d City.    
 
             11                 I would like to wel come you this  
 
             12            evening to a public hear ing on the  
 
             13            Draft Environment Impact  Statement  
 
             14            and the Draft Qualificat ions to  
 
             15            Clean Air Act Permits fo r the South  
 
             16            Pier Improvement Project  at the  
 
             17            existing Gowanus Generat ing Station  
 
             18            that is being proposed b y the  
 
             19            Astoria Generating Compa ny.  The  
 
             20            meeting tonight is being  held in the  
 
             21            auditorium of Public Sch ool 24 in  
 
             22            Brooklyn, located at 427  38th  
 
             23            Street.  We thank the Pu blic School  
 



             24            for hosting us this even ing.    
 
             25                 Astoria Generating Company, LP,  
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              1    
 
              2            is proposing to upgrade the existing  
 
              3            Gowanus Generating Stati on.  The 
 
              4            proposed upgrade is know n as the South 
 
              5            Pier Improvement Project .  It consists 
 
              6            of two components; the i nstallation of 
 
              7            one General Electric LMS 100  
 
              8            Combustion Turbine on ex isting South  
 
              9            Pier existing at the sit e, and an  
 
             10            emission reduction strat egy for the  
 
             11            existing electric genera ting  
 
             12            equipment on the site.    
 
             13                 The goal of tonight 's meeting is  
 
             14            to receive comments on t he Draft  
 
             15            Environmental Impact Sta tement and  
 
             16            on the air permits.  If you like to  
 
             17            speak tonight, we have r egistration  
 
             18            cards, speaker registrat ion cards  
 
             19            available at the front.  You may  
 
             20            have noticed them when y ou came in.  
 
             21            If not, you are welcome to go and  
 
             22            sign them up right now.  My  
 
             23            colleague Michelle has s ome cards  
 



             24            right there.    
 
             25                 There are a limited  number of  
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              1    
 
              2            copies of the DEIS docum ent and the  
 
              3            notice of the complete a pplication  
 
              4            available tonight.  You also are  
 
              5            able to download these d ocuments on  
 
              6            the website, you can see  those  
 
              7            website addresses in the   
 
              8            presentations that are a bout to be  
 
              9            made.    
 
             10                 On the registration  card, please  
 
             11            note the name, address a nd phone  
 
             12            number -- I'm sorry, ple ase note the  
 
             13            name, address and phone number of  
 
             14            the DEC project manager which is  
 
             15            behind me.    
 
             16                 If you have any que stions about  
 
             17            the process and about wh at happens  
 
             18            this evening, please do not hesitate  
 
             19            to contact him.  The pub lic comment  
 
             20            period for these documen ts is open  
 
             21            through May 13, 2009, at  present.    
 
             22                 If you think of an item that you  
 
             23            left off tonight and you  were not  
 



             24            able to think of this ev ening or  
 
             25            after the presentation o r after the  
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              1              
 
              2            comments you heard from other  
 
              3            members of the public, p lease submit  
 
              4            those that comment to us  through the  
 
              5            public comment period.    
 
              6                 Let me introduce my  colleague.  I 
 
              7            just mentioned her, Mich elle Moore,  
 
              8            she is right there (indi cating).   
 
              9            She is the Lead Environm ental  
 
             10            Analyst.  She is in our Region  
 
             11            Permits office and she i s one of the  
 
             12            justice coordinators.    
 
             13                 As I said before my  name is  
 
             14            Arturo Garcia-Costas.  A nd we also  
 
             15            have with us Leon Sebast ian, from  
 
             16            the Division of Air Reso urces.  
 
             17                 On behalf of Astori a Generating  
 
             18            Company, this evening is  David  
 
             19            Perri, who is the Projec t Manager.   
 
             20            And we have John Reese, who is the 
 
             21            Vice President of the Ne w York Power  
 
             22            Generating, which is the  parent  
 
             23            company for this project .  He is  
 



             24            sitting right there (ind icating).    
 
             25                 So basically the me eting will  
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              1    
 
              2            proceed as follows:  Kev in Kispert  
 
              3            will get up, he will mak e a   
 
              4            presentation, basically about  
 
              5            framing the DEC process,  and then  
 
              6            David Perri will tell yo u  
 
              7            specifically about DEIS.     
 
              8                 Tonight's meeting i s being  
 
              9            recorded by a court repo rter Judeen  
 
             10            Denniston.  Thank you fo r coming  
 
             11            Judeen.  When you get up  to speak  
 
             12            please say your name and  spell your  
 
             13            last name for Judeen's b enefit and  
 
             14            speak into the microphon e.    
 
             15                 If Judeen has any p roblems  
 
             16            understanding you, she w ill ask you  
 
             17            to speak up and will ask  you to  
 
             18            repeat yourself.    
 
             19                 So without any furt her ado, I  
 
             20            would like to invite to Kevin  
 
             21            Kispert up to the mic.  
 
             22                 MR. KEVIN KISPERT:  Hello, good  
 
             23            evening.  Thank you all for taking  
 



             24            the time to come out her e this  
 
             25            evening.  My name is Kev in Kispert,  
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              1    
 
              2            I am the Project Manager  of DEC  
 
              3            contract of the South Pi er  
 
              4            Improvement Project.    
 
              5                 I believe Arturo we nt over most  
 
              6            of the agenda, so I will  just touch  
 
              7            that briefly and I am go ing to talk  
 
              8            a little bit about the S EQRA, the  
 
              9            application process, and  the  
 
             10            applicant will talk abou t the  
 
             11            project, and then we wil l open up  
 
             12            for the public comment s ection.  And  
 
             13            please, if you would lik e to speak,  
 
             14            please fill out a card.    
 
             15                 These terms are pro bably  
 
             16            familiar to some of you,  so please  
 
             17            bear with me.  I will go  through them  
 
             18            very quickly.  "SEQRA," the term 
 
             19            stands for the State Env ironmental 
 
             20            Quality Review Act.  The  act passed  
 
             21            in 1975, which provides for  
 
             22            consideration of environ mental  
 
             23            factors early in the dec ision-  
 



             24            making process.    
 
             25                 The "lead agency" i n this case
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              1    
 
              2            is the New York State De partment  
 
              3            Environmental Conservati on.  And it  
 
              4            is essentially the agenc y that  
 
              5            coordinates the SEQRA pr ocess and it  
 
              6            is responsible for SEQRA   
 
              7            determinations throughou t the  
 
              8            process.    
 
              9                 The "scope" is real ly like a 
 
             10            written outline.  We had  a public 
 
             11            scoping meeting prior to  this meeting, 
 
             12            which I will mention lat er.  Really,  
 
             13            this is the items to be discussed in 
 
             14            the DEIS. 
 
             15                 The terms "DEIS" an d "FEIS" stand  
 
             16            for the Draft or Final E nvironmental  
 
             17            Impact Statement.  And i t is the  
 
             18            document that examines t he project 
 
             19            and explores ways to eit her remove  
 
             20            or minimize hazardous im pacts.    
 
             21            This is a document that is, in 
 
             22            essence, prepared to sat isfy SEQRA. 
 
             23                 Lastly, "findings" is a written 
 



             24            document that each invol ved agency -- 
 
             25            means each agency that h as a permit to  
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              1    
 
              2            issue must prepare to co me up with  
 
              3            the final decision with their  
 
              4            permit.  And what it doe s, is to  
 
              5            simply balance or looks at ways that  
 
              6            project has balanced in the adverse  
 
              7            impacts -- impacts again st the  
 
              8            benefits of the project.     
 
              9                 Quickly about the d efinition.  
 
             10            SEQRA, as I mentioned, i ncorporates  
 
             11            consideration of environ mental  
 
             12            factors into a state, a city,  
 
             13            county or local agency's  decision- 
 
             14            making process at the ea rliest    
 
             15            possible time.    
 
             16                 SEQRA has a very pu blic nature  
 
             17            and this can be seen in public events 
 
             18            that we have had so far.   And the 
 
             19            first is the opportunity  to comment on 
 
             20            draft scope and the draf t list of  
 
             21            topics, and that occurre d January 28, 
 
             22            2008.  And tonight we're  here for the 
 
             23            DEIS, the permit hearing  -- comments 
 



             24            and we are going on -- t he draft DEIS 
 
             25            we are going -- the draf t permits.   
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              1              
 
              2                 I would say hand-an d-hand with  
 
              3            SEQRA goes the Departmen t's Environmental 
 
              4            Justice Policy.  And thi s policy is  
 
              5            important because it pro vides guidance  
 
              6            for incorporating enviro nmental justice 
 
              7            concerns into the applic ation of SEQRA 
 
              8            and the environmental re view process. 
 
              9            And to have greater oppo rtunity for 
 
             10            public participation and  to attempt  
 
             11            to address disproportion ate adverse  
 
             12            impacts of projects on c ommunities.  
 
             13                 The policy has seve ral  
 
             14            requirements, and they w ill be  
 
             15            enhanced public particip ation.  It  
 
             16            requires scoping to be c onducted, as  
 
             17            is done.  It requires a description  
 
             18            of the existing environm ental burden  
 
             19            and the additional burde n of the  
 
             20            project.  And it provide s for a  
 
             21            longer public comment pe riod, 60  
 
             22            days.    
 
             23                 These are the -- I call the  
 



             24            major events to date, it  does not  
 
             25            however, include some of  the  
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              1    
 
              2            community meetings and o pen houses  
 
              3            that there were with the  community 
 
              4            to discuss the project.    
 
              5                 Just quickly, in De cember 2007  
 
              6            the draft scope was made  available  
 
              7            and the scope meeting, J anuary 28th,  
 
              8            the meeting was held.  A pril 30th  
 
              9            the final scope was prep ared and  
 
             10            accepted and made availa ble.  And on  
 
             11            July of 2008, the Draft  
 
             12            Environmental Impact Sta tement, the  
 
             13            application were filed w ith DEC.    
 
             14            On March 11 -- the DEC i s the lead  
 
             15            agency in terms of the D raft  
 
             16            Environmental Impact Sta tement -- was  
 
             17            complete so that the age ncy had draft  
 
             18            permits for public revie w.  And that  
 
             19            brings us to where we ar e going  
 
             20            tonight.    
 
             21                 The comment deadlin e is listed  
 
             22            as of May 13, 2009, and the agency  
 
             23            has received requests to  extend the  
 



             24            time of the deadline, wh ich we are  
 
             25            considering.  We just ha ven't  
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              1    
 
              2            extended the date at thi s time.  
 
              3                 This is a fairly bu sy diagram,  
 
              4            but what I want to do is  just to  
 
              5            quickly run through wher e we are.   
 
              6            The yellow boxes show pr etty much  
 
              7            where we are in process.     
 
              8                 In essence, the app licant  
 
              9            decided to prepare an im pact  
 
             10            statement.  From the sta rt, DEC  
 
             11            conducted a coordinated review,  
 
             12            which it basically asked  other  
 
             13            involved agencies, "do y ou have any  
 
             14            objections to the DEC be ing the lead  
 
             15            agency."  No objections were filed,  
 
             16            so DEC became the lead a gency.   
 
             17                 So DEC became the l ead agency,  
 
             18            issued a positive declar ation,  
 
             19            conducted public scoping , the scope  
 
             20            was finalized and that d ocument was  
 
             21            used to prepare the Draf t DEIS.    
 
             22                 The draft DEIS and public  
 
             23            application was submitte d.  They  
 



             24            went through a couple of  -- and that  
 
             25            got us to where we are t oday.  The  
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              1    
 
              2            draft DEIS is accepted f or public  
 
              3            review and comment.  And  the agency  
 
              4            has prepared this draft for the  
 
              5            public review and commen t.    
 
              6                 This is as high tec h as it gets,  
 
              7            but this is the step we are at  
 
              8            tonight.  That's the SEQ RA and  
 
              9            Permit Hearing to get co mments on  
 
             10            both documents.  
 
             11                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  E xcuse me.   
 
             12            Could you just state wha t SEQRA,  
 
             13            what that means.  
 
             14                 MR. KEVIN KISPERT:  Yes, sure.   
 
             15            SEQRA is the State Envir onmental  
 
             16            Quality Review Act.  It is basically  
 
             17            a law that was passed to  make sure  
 
             18            that the environment fac tors early  
 
             19            in the decision-making p rocess. 
 
             20                 So where we go from  here is, in  
 
             21            essence, to take public comments on  
 
             22            the draft DEIS, and on t he draft  
 
             23            permits.  And then they will  
 



             24            consider the preparation  of the  
 
             25            final documents.   
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              1              
 
              2                 Once the final DEIS  is accepted  
 
              3            by the lead agency, that  will be  
 
              4            posted in the same locat ions where  
 
              5            the draft is available t onight and a  
 
              6            notice will go out indic ating that  
 
              7            it is done and prepared.     
 
              8                 At that point, each  involved  
 
              9            agency has to take that document and  
 
             10            prepare their own findin gs and can  
 
             11            come up with their decis ion, whether  
 
             12            to issue or deny their p ermits.  And  
 
             13            that effectively ends th e review  
 
             14            process.    
 
             15                 Just a couple of wo rds about the  
 
             16            DEC draft permits.  This  project,  
 
             17            Arturo had mentioned, do es require  
 
             18            modifications to the Gow anus  
 
             19            Generating Station air p ermits.  It  
 
             20            requires modification of  the Title 5  
 
             21            operating permit and the   
 
             22            modification of the Titl e 4.    
 
             23                 The DEC has reviewe d the  
 



             24            application and has dete rmined that  
 
             25            emissions will comply wi th US  
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              1    
 
              2            Environmental Protection  Agency or  
 
              3            US EPA standards for -- and air  
 
              4            quality.    
 
              5                 The air quality imp acts would  
 
              6            be below significant imp act levels  
 
              7            established by EPA.  And  emission  
 
              8            will comply with the Fed eral and  
 
              9            State Air Quality Regula tions.    
 
             10                 The permits therefo re, if issued  
 
             11            will be protective of hu man health  
 
             12            and air quality in the c ommunity.    
 
             13                 Arturo mentioned th e format.   
 
             14            Briefly, this is for pub lic comments  
 
             15            on the draft DEIS and on  the draft  
 
             16            permits.  Both verbal or  written  
 
             17            statements are accepted.   If you do  
 
             18            have a verbal -- a writt en statement  
 
             19            rather, we just ask you that you be  
 
             20            brief, summarize it and please  
 
             21            provide a copy to stenog rapher.   
 
             22            Please use the microphon es, speak  
 
             23            clearly, in clear nice s peech.  The  
 



             24            record, as Arturo mentio ned, will be  
 
             25            available when we are do ne.  And the  
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              1    
 
              2            order we will to go is e lected  
 
              3            officials, agencies and then  
 
              4            citizens.  The comment d eadline  
 
              5            again, at this point, is  May 13th.    
 
              6                 This just shows whe re the  
 
              7            documents are available and they are  
 
              8            on the DEC website and o n the  
 
              9            applicant's website.  Th ey are  
 
             10            available on Community B oard 7, two  
 
             11            local libraries and the New York  
 
             12            State DEC Region office.   
 
             13                 And that concludes all that I  
 
             14            have to say tonight.  Th ank you,  
 
             15            very much for taking the  time.    
 
             16                 Thank you.  
 
             17                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:  Dave,  
 
             18            could you please come up .  
 
             19                 MR. DAVID PERRI:  T hank you,  
 
             20            Arturo.    
 
             21                 First I would just like to thank  
 
             22            everybody for coming out  tonight to  
 
             23            provide their comments o n this Draft  
 



             24            Environmental Impact Sta tement.    
 
             25                 I want to just clar ify a little  
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              1    
 
              2            bit about what the DEC s aid about how 
 
              3            the public comments toda y would be  
 
              4            responded to formally in  this  
 
              5            process.  However, if th ere are any  
 
              6            comments or questions ab out the  
 
              7            project, we will continu e to make  
 
              8            ourselves available to a nswer those  
 
              9            questions, both through our website,  
 
             10            through our phone and ho tline  
 
             11            number.  So please use t hat.  Please  
 
             12            contact us if you have q uestions.   
 
             13            If you have some questio ns, please  
 
             14            provide a formal comment  and we can  
 
             15            hopefully clarify some o f the things  
 
             16            for you. 
 
             17                 I am going to spend  just a few  
 
             18            minutes talking about th e project  
 
             19            itself.  I think the DEC  has covered  
 
             20            the process, but for som e of you who  
 
             21            have not been part of th e process  
 
             22            throughout the better pa rt of the  
 
             23            year-and-a-half that we have been  
 



             24            discussing this project,  I am going  
 
             25            to go briefly through th e project,  
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              1    
 
              2            some evolutions of the p roject, and 
 
              3            some the details of the project. 
 
              4                 As Arturo mentioned , this is a  
 
              5            project that has two com ponents; the  
 
              6            first component is to in stall a new  
 
              7            state-of-the-art 100 meg awatt  
 
              8            combustion turbine.  It is a GE  
 
              9            LMS100.  What you see in  front of  
 
             10            you is just a little pic ture of it.   
 
             11            This is the latest and g reatest  
 
             12            simple sample of combust ion turbines  
 
             13            produced today.  It has the lowest  
 
             14            emissions and the highes t  
 
             15            efficiency.  So that is the first  
 
             16            part of the project.    
 
             17                 The layout of the p roject has  
 
             18            evolved.  It evolved in many ways 
 
             19            from many of the comment s that we  
 
             20            received from the commun ity earlier  
 
             21            on.  Some of the things that the  
 
             22            community wished to see at the  
 
             23            project, and what you se e is in  
 



             24            front of you is a layout  of the  
 
             25            facility.   
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              1              
 
              2                 I just want to poin t out some  
 
              3            features that have been put into the  
 
              4            project as it evolved si nce the  
 
              5            earlier conception.    
 
              6                 The wall here that we put in,  
 
              7            that is labeled as D, th is is a  
 
              8            planted green wall.  It is intended, 
 
              9            to the extent that it ca n been seen  
 
             10            from anywhere in the com munity, or  
 
             11            there are going to be pr oposed green  
 
             12            ways, most of it cannot be seen.  But  
 
             13            we believe that to the e xtent it can  
 
             14            be seen, we want to make  it green,  
 
             15            we want to make it a liv ing wall and  
 
             16            produce that as part of this  
 
             17            project.    
 
             18                 In the area here of  the  
 
             19            building, we are putting  a  
 
             20            relatively small buildin g on this  
 
             21            property that will house    
 
             22            necessary equipment, new  control  
 
             23            room and a conference ro om.    
 



             24                 Those of you who we re at our  
 
             25            earlier presentations, y ou want to  
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              1    
 
              2            take -- a quick response  to the  
 
              3            presentations -- about s ome of the  
 
              4            things that we are doing  to that  
 
              5            building.  And we are st riving to  
 
              6            build that building to b e lead  
 
              7            certified.  That is a st andard that  
 
              8            is used for new building   
 
              9            constructions that demon strates that  
 
             10            it is built to certain s tandards for  
 
             11            efficiency environmental  and design  
 
             12            standards.    
 
             13                 The next picture yo u will see is  
 
             14            a better picture, that t here is a  
 
             15            courtyard here.  And one  of the things  
 
             16            that we wanted to strive  for is to  
 
             17            make this not look like a power  
 
             18            plant.  We wanted to mak e it look  
 
             19            like something that may fit into a  
 
             20            community; certainly fit  into an  
 
             21            area that has a greenway  that is  
 
             22            going to be bordering it  to some  
 
             23            extent. 
 



             24                 So you will see in the next  
 
             25            picture, the entrance wa y to this  
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              1    
 
              2            was very important for u s to make to  
 
              3            look like something.  On  top of a  
 
              4            couple of tanks that we' re putting  
 
              5            there, there are the wat er tanks and  
 
              6            there is some roof area,  we also  
 
              7            decided to put some gree n roofs on  
 
              8            there.  Again, to have a  more living  
 
              9            environment within the p ower plant  
 
             10            environment.    
 
             11                 We have areas that we planted or  
 
             12            plan to plant; areas aro und the  
 
             13            facility that we will pu t in  
 
             14            shrubbery, to the extent  we are  
 
             15            going to figure out how to get  
 
             16            things to grow in this e nvironment. 
 
             17            Where it will work, we w ill figure 
 
             18            that out and we are goin g to make  
 
             19            this plant look like som ething other  
 
             20            than a power plant.    
 
             21                 This is the entranc e that we  
 
             22            discussed.  As you can s ee, it is a 
 
             23            courtyard, it has got so me -- it has  
 



             24            got some plantings, it h as got an  
 
             25            architectural wall in fr ont of it.   
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              1    
 
              2            This is all a concept th at Bob Fox  
 
              3            came out with to help us  to make  
 
              4            this plant look like som ething other  
 
              5            than an industrial facil ity.    
 
              6                 For those of you wh o saw the  
 
              7            original visual studies,  and those  
 
              8            things that are on our w ebsite, there  
 
              9            are pictures.  This area  that I am  
 
             10            showing you is not an ar ea that can  
 
             11            be readily seen from the  community, 
 
             12            from the roads or from a nywhere 
 
             13            close, but we envision p eople 
 
             14            coming to this facility and this is 
 
             15            what we want people to s ee.  
 
             16                 The next part, I wa nt to talk a  
 
             17            little bit about air emi ssions.  The  
 
             18            DEIS document has a numb er of  
 
             19            studies in it.  Those st udies range  
 
             20            from visual simulations,  as I  
 
             21            mentioned -- studies and  the  
 
             22            predominant studies that  are done  
 
             23            are the air emission stu dies.    
 



             24            There is an appendix to the  
 
             25            document, that appendix resulted in  
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              1              
 
              2            the direct air permit th at you will  
 
              3            have the opportunity to comment on,  
 
              4            but I just want to brief ly talk  
 
              5            about what the overall o bjective was  
 
              6            for the air strategy.    
 
              7                 We looked at a numb er of items  
 
              8            and how to reduce our em issions.  John  
 
              9            Reese, who is here, came  into the  
 
             10            community in an earlier community  
 
             11            meeting sometime in Nove mber of  
 
             12            2007, probably met with some other  
 
             13            people before that perio d of time,  
 
             14            and made a statement tha t you cannot  
 
             15            build a project unless w e would  
 
             16            demonstrate it will redu ce  
 
             17            emissions.    
 
             18                 We have spent the b etter part of  
 
             19            the year-and-a-half deve loping our  
 
             20            plans, working with the DEC and  
 
             21            putting our permit appli cations  
 
             22            together.  The period of  time since  
 
             23            our DEIS was submitted t o them to  
 



             24            the time in which was ac tually  
 
             25            accepted as a complete d ocument, was  
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              1    
 
              2            four or five months, I t hink Kevin's 
 
              3            slide showed.    
 
              4                 That period of time  was spent  
 
              5            trying to figure out how  to make our  
 
              6            concept of reducing emis sions work  
 
              7            and work reasonably well  and put the  
 
              8            proper documentation to do that. 
 
              9                 So that was one of the reasons  
 
             10            that period took a coupl e -- little  
 
             11            longer than we hope, but  I think we  
 
             12            have got a fair document  now.    
 
             13                 We did look at a nu mber of  
 
             14            alternatives on how to r educe the  
 
             15            emissions.  Some of thos e earlier  
 
             16            comments again -- certai nly from  
 
             17            Randy, from the communit y was, how  
 
             18            do we reduce emissions f rom our  
 
             19            existing facility?  Ther e is a  
 
             20            significant section in t he DEIS that  
 
             21            I will encourage you all  to read and  
 
             22            help you understand and ask  
 
             23            questions, if you don't.  
 



             24                 That's an area that  the DEC  
 
             25            asked us to act on.  The y knew that  
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              1    
 
              2            the community had concer ns.  We looked  
 
              3            at things like conversio n of the  
 
              4            existing coordinates, an d we looked at  
 
              5            -- units.  And we believ e we took  
 
              6            forth the rationale for the  
 
              7            decisions in the proposa l that we  
 
              8            made here today.    
 
              9                 What the strategy u ltimately  
 
             10            does, is says that our - - we request  
 
             11            a permit application mod ification  
 
             12            for Gowanus.  It will re duce the  
 
             13            emissions from our exist ing baseline  
 
             14            in Gowanus and place the  new  
 
             15            emissions from the new u nit path  
 
             16            into that permit.    
 
             17                 That application al lows us to go  
 
             18            through the permit proce ss and 
 
             19            meet all the regulatory  
 
             20            requirements.  However, that action  
 
             21            alone did not result in reduction of  
 
             22            every criteria that we h ad 
 
             23            originally in John's com mitment  
 



             24            earlier on.    
 
             25                 So we said one of t he strategies  
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              1    
 
              2            was to look at other fac ilities that  
 
              3            we own, certainly in the  community.  
 
              4            And the other facility, the one in  
 
              5            the community is the Nar rows  
 
              6            facility.  So our strate gy is such  
 
              7            that we are ultimately r educing the  
 
              8            emissions through a perm it  
 
              9            modification.    
 
             10                 What we are plannin g to do is  
 
             11            commit to reduce those e missions at  
 
             12            the time or before the n ew unit is  
 
             13            available.  So our strat egy is  
 
             14            really is a two-fold str ategy, to  
 
             15            reduce the emissions at Gowanus,  
 
             16            initially with the permi t  
 
             17            modification and then re duce our  
 
             18            emissions at Narrows.  T hose actions  
 
             19            together, the math, the numbers  
 
             20            behind those different f acilities, 
 
             21            and how much is actually  coming out  
 
             22            of those facilities for a more  
 
             23            baseline period and in t he future,  
 



             24            are all documented in th e DEIS.    
 
             25                 A lot of charts, a lot of graphs  
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              1    
 
              2            and consultants and ESS put a  
 
              3            lot of time into number crunching,  
 
              4            not finding it frankly e asy to  
 
              5            understand in all respec ts.  So we  
 
              6            ask again, if anybody ha s questions  
 
              7            or comments about how we  came up  
 
              8            with our numbers, how we  presented  
 
              9            the numbers,  we certain ly want to  
 
             10            talk to you about those.   It is not  
 
             11            an easy concept but the numbers are  
 
             12            all in the DEIS. 
 
             13                 I am not going to r epeat  
 
             14            anything that DEC said, I have a  
 
             15            couple of slides that re iterate  
 
             16            where to find documents,  how to make  
 
             17            comments in the process.   So I will  
 
             18            leave out what has alrea dy been  
 
             19            said.  Same information that Kevin  
 
             20            had, just in a different  format, this 
 
             21            is the same kind of char t that we put  
 
             22            forward. 
 
             23                 We still have a cou ple of more  
 



             24            steps to go, but basical ly we are  
 
             25            here.  He had a flashing  yellow box,  
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              2            I have a star, the same thing.    
 
              3                 We will take commen ts today, we 
 
              4            will accumulate those fo r the  
 
              5            record, and those that a re the  
 
              6            submitted will be respon ded to in a  
 
              7            formal process.  We will  take  
 
              8            comments through our web site.  And  
 
              9            certainly Kevin will tak e comments  
 
             10            formally in letter form through his  
 
             11            office.    
 
             12                 That is all I have.   Thank you  
 
             13            very much for coming.  A nd we will  
 
             14            look forward to your com ments.  
 
             15                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:  Thank  
 
             16            you, Dave.    
 
             17                 I will reiterate th at there are  
 
             18            various places to submit  comments. 
 
             19            You can submit comments by fax, you  
 
             20            can submit comments by e -mail, and  
 
             21            you can submit comments -- web  
 
             22            comments, if you like.     
 
             23                 So we have -- I am sorry, sir,  
 



             24            we are on the record now  and there  
 
             25            is no alternative questi on and  
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              2            answer at this point.  T here was an  
 
              3            open house from 6:00 to 7 o'clock  
 
              4            that allowed for questio ns and  
 
              5            answers.  But we will be  available  
 
              6            after the record closes,  the DEC  
 
              7            representatives and repr esentatives  
 
              8            from the applicant to an swer your  
 
              9            questions at that time.  
 
             10                 So we have cards fr om four  
 
             11            individuals who have sub mitted speaker 
 
             12            registration cards -- ac tually five.   
 
             13            I am going to call them up to the  
 
             14            mic.  Please once again,  you identify  
 
             15            yourself, spell your las t name for  
 
             16            the record, for Judeen, to take in  
 
             17            the record.  After we fi nished with  
 
             18            these five speakers, the n I will  
 
             19            invite others to step up  to the mic  
 
             20            and make any additional comments, if  
 
             21            they choose.    
 
             22                 So the first person  who would  
 
             23            like to come up to the m ic is Edward  
 



             24            Wade.  
 
             25                 MR. EDWARD WADE:  G ood evening,  
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              2            thank you.  The State is  running  
 
              3            this, this is a State pu blic  
 
              4            hearing.  The State work s for us.   
 
              5            And thank you, David.  I n the years  
 
              6            we've been meeting you h ave been  
 
              7            very great, all you guys .  They are  
 
              8            professional people.    
 
              9                 My concern is this community and  
 
             10            it is appropriate that w e meet in a  
 
             11            building occupied by lit tle  
 
             12            children, who will end u p getting  
 
             13            the short end of electri c  
 
             14            generation.    
 
             15                 There are 50 genera tors on our  
 
             16            waterfront, this is the 51st.  There  
 
             17            is 30 at Gowanus and 20 in Narrows.   
 
             18            They are floating genera tors, which  
 
             19            means they bypass the ol d clean  
 
             20            water act, because they are looked at  
 
             21            as ships.  They can burn  garbage if  
 
             22            they wanted, but these a re  
 
             23            professional people, the y are trying  
 



             24            to do their job.    
 
             25                 My concern is the 5 1st one.  I  
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              1    
 
              2            don't want to see a 52nd , a 53rd and  
 
              3            a 54th.  There is a lot of money in  
 
              4            making electricity.  Ast oria Generating  
 
              5            can buy people faster th an anybody  
 
              6            in this room, which is o bvious for  
 
              7            the last couple of years .  We don't  
 
              8            see any of the elected o fficials  
 
              9            here and you won't.     
 
             10                 But the thing is th e pollution.   
 
             11            I don't care how we make   
 
             12            electricity, it is measu red in  
 
             13            tons.  And if there's an ybody in the  
 
             14            environmental field that  doesn't admit  
 
             15            that, they're kidding yo u, they are  
 
             16            lying to you.    
 
             17                 And the people who suffer are  
 
             18            the old and the young.  And they are  
 
             19            going to suffer because they are  
 
             20            going to keep generating  electricity  
 
             21            as long time -- as long as your air  
 
             22            conditioners will work.    
 
             23                 So please, and I am  pleading  
 



             24            with the people in the S tate, because  
 
             25            Astoria is in the busine ss in making  
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              2            money.  I can't compete with their  
 
              3            money, nobody in this ro om can  
 
              4            compete with their money .  I am  
 
              5            asking the State to stop  putting  
 
              6            generators in Sunset Par k.  Please,  
 
              7            we have 50 generators th at is  
 
              8            enough, this is 51.    
 
              9                 If you're going to put -- in the  
 
             10            Western Hemisphere nobod y has 50  
 
             11            generators on their litt le  
 
             12            waterfront, except us.  We have got  
 
             13            nothing but garbage dump s and  
 
             14            generators.    
 
             15                 And if you doubt me  go over by  
 
             16            Lutheran and look at the  Narrows,  
 
             17            they are floating genera tors.  Which  
 
             18            means they can burn anyt hing.  And I  
 
             19            am glad that they are ad dressing the  
 
             20            problem to help out in m aking less  
 
             21            pollutants, but less pol lutants means 
 
             22            that there is still poll ution.  So  
 
             23            it is obvious that we ha ve to stop  
 



             24            them from building any m ore.    
 
             25                 We are not going to  stop this  
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              2            one, this one was paid f or.  It is  
 
              3            bought and paid for, it is in a bag  
 
              4            and it all over.  But pl ease, the  
 
              5            State don't be bubblehea ds.  Don't  
 
              6            just agree to everything  they tell  
 
              7            you.  The kids in this c ommunity and  
 
              8            the people deserve bette r than that. 
 
              9            Help us. 
 
             10                 And when you ask ab out the  
 
             11            impact, this is the impa ct.  The  
 
             12            impact is where we are g oing to be; 
 
             13            the people who pay to li ght Yankee  
 
             14            Stadium with our lungs?  Stop them. 
 
             15                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:   
 
             16            Before I call the next g uest  
 
             17            speaker, we basically ar e going to  
 
             18            give speakers five minut es.   
 
             19            Whichever mic you choose  to use, I  
 
             20            will step forward at the  four minute  
 
             21            mark, just to let you kn ow that  
 
             22            there is a final minute or so left.  
 
             23                 Randy Pierce.  
 



             24                 MR. RANDY PIERCE:  So couple of  
 
             25            things.  First of all, I  want to say  
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              2            thank you to DEC and US PowerGen for  
 
              3            being open to having com munity  
 
              4            discussions from early o n and I am  
 
              5            glad to see, probably, t he biggest  
 
              6            crowd we've seen so far.    
 
              7                 Unfortunately, it i s never big  
 
              8            enough and this has been  going on  
 
              9            since November of 2007.  And all of  
 
             10            the public meetings have  been  
 
             11            advertised very, very we ll in at  
 
             12            least four different lan guages, with  
 
             13            the community board -- h as helped to  
 
             14            publicize these meetings .  And the  
 
             15            more people who come out  is a good  
 
             16            thing.    
 
             17                 A few things I want  to say on  
 
             18            the record, first since these are  
 
             19            things that DEC already knows,  
 
             20            because we have already communicated  
 
             21            them.  But we have forma lly  
 
             22            requested an extension t o the  
 
             23            comment period past May 13th.  So  
 



             24            that is one thing that w e have on  
 
             25            the record, along with - - for that  
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              2            extension.    
 
              3                 So, Arturo, I don't  know what  
 
              4            that process is, but hop efully you  
 
              5            will get back to us soon  in terms of  
 
              6            our request for an exten ded comment  
 
              7            period.  
 
              8                 The other thing tha t I want to  
 
              9            say is that, it is one t hing to say  
 
             10            that there will be emiss ion  
 
             11            reductions, it is anothe r thing to  
 
             12            put them into permit whi ch is  
 
             13            legally enforceable.  Th e biggest  
 
             14            concern that we have goi ng into this  
 
             15            process recently is the fact that  
 
             16            the Narrows commitment c an't happen  
 
             17            and is directly -- is pa rt of this  
 
             18            particular project.    
 
             19                 So I am happy to sa y that we are  
 
             20            working -- the Community  Board is,  
 
             21            along with other communi ty groups --   
 
             22            to develop a MIU, which will be legally 
 
             23            binding with respect to the Narrows  
 



             24            facility.  And the only way that we  
 
             25            could support that is, i f that goes  
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              2            forward as well.    
 
              3                 And then the third thing that I  
 
              4            want to say is that I th ink we  
 
              5            still need more educatio n in the  
 
              6            community with respect t o the power  
 
              7            plants; the impacts and not just the  
 
              8            sort of the technical de tails, but  
 
              9            what some other long ter m options  
 
             10            are for cleaning up the waterfront.   
 
             11            Nobody wants power plant s on the  
 
             12            waterfront.  But from my  perspective, 
 
             13            if there is a chance to reduce  
 
             14            emissions, then as a com munity  
 
             15            resident and as a commun ity board  
 
             16            member, I can't do my du ty if we  
 
             17            didn't pursue that optio n.   So this  
 
             18            is an absolute reduction , if you do  
 
             19            what you say you are goi ng to do and  
 
             20            if we have legal mechani sms in place  
 
             21            to ensure that that is e nforceable. 
 
             22            And that in the long ter m is  
 
             23            important.  And like I s aid, my  
 



             24            preference would be to g et rid of  
 
             25            all the -- but the fact of the  
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              2            matter is this an absolu te reduction  
 
              3            in emissions, it is veri fiable and  
 
              4            it is legally binding an d that is  
 
              5            important for this commu nity to  
 
              6            advocate for.  
 
              7                 So, thank you.  
 
              8                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:   
 
              9            Robert Jereskin with a J .  
 
             10                 THE REPORTER:  Coul d you spell  
 
             11            that, please.  
 
             12                 MR. ROBERT JERESKIN :  Yes, sure  
 
             13            J-E-R-E-S-K-I-N.  I am a  committee  
 
             14            member of the Green Brig ade, but I  
 
             15            am speaking here in my o wn capacity.    
 
             16                 I just spoke with t he air  
 
             17            emissions' people outsid e.  I heard  
 
             18            about this project just recently and  
 
             19            so I spoke to them just to get a  
 
             20            sense of what is being w orded.  
 
             21            Because as opposed to cl ean burning --  
 
             22            fuel clean alternative - - which natural  
 
             23            gas -- and as I understa nd that this is  
 



             24            going to be burning 35 p ercent of  
 
             25            natural gas.  And I just  came from the  
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              2            future bread basket of o ur region,  
 
              3            which is upstate New Yor k, where  
 
              4            there is a natural gas - - of  
 
              5            drilling in what's calle d the "play." 
 
              6            The people who play with  us, with  
 
              7            these -- our energy futu re.    
 
              8                 But the -- upstate,  we're  
 
              9            going need in 20 or 30 y ears to feed  
 
             10            our sibling region and t he people  
 
             11            who live near platforms in the rural  
 
             12            areas, who drink that wa ter.  And the  
 
             13            communities are not play ing and they  
 
             14            are very concerned,  And  they asking  
 
             15            for a statewide ban on n atural  
 
             16            gas drilling.   There ar e  
 
             17            communities that have al ready  
 
             18            experienced the particul ar sort of  
 
             19            drilling that is being b rought to  
 
             20            New York State, which is  invited --  
 
             21            which is a major lobbyis t to the  
 
             22            2005 Energy Bill that ex cluded,  
 
             23            exempted natural gas fro m a full  
 



             24            range of environmental p rotections,  
 
             25            governing laws to protec t communities  
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              2            from environmental impac ts, natural  
 
              3            gas and public health im pacts.    
 
              4                 So they licensed th is technology  
 
              5            and it is called a horiz ontal hydro  
 
              6            -- and it pierces levels  of land down  
 
              7            to about 70,000 feet and  it goes  
 
              8            through -- different geo graphical  
 
              9            formations, at which poi nt they  
 
             10            spread out horizontally and they  
 
             11            release the drill bits w ith toxic --  
 
             12            to about 250 to 300 chem icals which  
 
             13            are considered by the in dustry to be  
 
             14            proprietary.    
 
             15                 So if the worker on  the site gets  
 
             16            splashed and goes to the  emergency 
 
             17            room, there has to be a whole bunch of  
 
             18            telephone calls before t he people  
 
             19            know exactly how to trea t this  
 
             20            person who was splashed with this  
 
             21            waste water. 
 
             22                 Between 37 percent of millions  
 
             23            of gallons of water get pumped into  
 



             24            these wells and sand is shot down  
 
             25            there and also these tox ic chemicals,  
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              2            tens of thousands of gal lons.  37  
 
              3            percent stays down there , which  
 
              4            means that 37 percent co mes back up  
 
              5            that is undrinkable.  An d there's not  
 
              6            a single filtration plan t in our state  
 
              7            or our country to take t his  
 
              8            chemicals out.   
 
              9                  So the farmers who  depend on  
 
             10            the water sources there for their  
 
             11            herds, the people who de pend on  
 
             12            water, the city that dep ends on that  
 
             13            upstate water it's well- being, it's  
 
             14            future.  They are lookin g at the  
 
             15            contamination if in one well they  
 
             16            have multiple flats.  An d each flat  
 
             17            takes somewhere between three and  
 
             18            nine million gallons of water.  So  
 
             19            we are talking about a h uge strain  
 
             20            on the watersheds in New  York  
 
             21            State.    
 
             22                 And this power plan t which --  
 
             23            as most of the young peo ple in our  
 



             24            world know, fossil fuel plants need 
 
             25            to be decommissioned.  W e don't need  
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              2            to be extending the capa city or  
 
              3            putting a nice green roo f on it.  We  
 
              4            need to be decommissioni ng them and  
 
              5            building like offshore - - we need to  
 
              6            be building offshore win d farms.   
 
              7            And we need to be invest ing, you  
 
              8            know, the work of engine ers like  
 
              9            these guys -- the consul tants at ESS,  
 
             10            I think it was --  and I  don't know what  
 
             11            kind of work you do, but  we need your  
 
             12            work to be building, you  know, that  
 
             13            huge clean technology.  And not be  
 
             14            destroying the planet an d building a  
 
             15            parts per million and po lluting  
 
             16            atmosphere beyond 400 pa rts per  
 
             17            billion.  It is 382 now,  it is  
 
             18            completely endangering w hat Jim  
 
             19            Henson from NASA says, a nd it is  
 
             20            endangering the future o f  
 
             21            civilization. 
 
             22                 So we really need y our help and  
 
             23            the people inside to sta rt saying to  
 



             24            the people on the outsid e to protect  
 
             25            our food, to protect our  water and  
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              2            push for real clean alte rnatives to  
 
              3            burning more fossil fuel .    
 
              4                 Thanks a lot.  Than k you.  
 
              5                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:   
 
              6            Alexandra Delvalle and p lease  
 
              7            remember to spell your n ame for  
 
              8            Judeen.  
 
              9                 MS. ALEXANDRA DELVA LLE:   
 
             10            Alexandra Delvalle.  I a m with  
 
             11            UPROSE and I am the depu ty director  
 
             12            there.    
 
             13                 We met with US Powe rGen over the  
 
             14            past two years making su re that the  
 
             15            Brooklyn expansion at th e facilities  
 
             16            at Sunset Park does not add to the  
 
             17            already numerous environ mental  
 
             18            burden that we faced in this  
 
             19            community, that some -- most people  
 
             20            here are aware of.   We are mostly  
 
             21            concerned with the level s of  
 
             22            emissions that Gowanus m ight leave or  
 
             23            the numbers that it will  leave.  US  
 



             24            PowerGen has committed t o reducing  
 
             25            emissions by 49 percent,  but claims  
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              2            that it needs to make ch anges in both  
 
              3            Gowanus and Narrows.  
 
              4                 As you had mentione d before, we  
 
              5            have been told that anyt hing written  
 
              6            about the Narrows Facili ty in the  
 
              7            Gowanus permit is unenfo rceable.    
 
              8                 And we are not comf ortable  
 
              9            supporting South Pier Im provement  
 
             10            Project based on emissio ns  
 
             11            reductions that comments  that they're  
 
             12            not enforceable in the p ermit.    
 
             13                 We have continued w orking with  
 
             14            US PowerGen, moving slow ly forward  
 
             15            while guaranteeing emiss ions  
 
             16            reduction that we need f or the  
 
             17            health of this community .    
 
             18                 We have also reques ted that the  
 
             19            following condition be m et.  One is  
 
             20            that we enter into a leg ally  
 
             21            binding agreement betwee n PowerGen  
 
             22            and community stakeholde rs that --  
 
             23            with the land, that will  be  
 



             24            applicable regardless of  ownership  
 
             25            of the facility and guar antees  
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              2            emission reductions.    
 
              3                 We also have reques ted the  
 
              4            community stakeholders b e provided  
 
              5            with funding to contract  an  
 
              6            independent engineer to read the  
 
              7            application materials as  well advise  
 
              8            the community on technic al aspects  
 
              9            of this proposed project .    
 
             10                 And we have request ed that the  
 
             11            comment period be extend ed for four  
 
             12            weeks, which we will tak e it to the  
 
             13            date of June 10th.  So w e are  
 
             14            waiting to hear back fro m DEC on  
 
             15            that.    
 
             16                 In addition we have  a couple of  
 
             17            other recommendations on  how this  
 
             18            facility can be made mor e than  
 
             19            credible to community st akeholders.   
 
             20            The first is in referenc e to peak  
 
             21            generation facilities th at PowerGen  
 
             22            operates at Gowanus -- o pposed to  
 
             23            the maintenance and cont inue to use  
 



             24            -- in our community and we hope that  
 
             25            PowerGen will commit to saving --  
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              2            (speaker's voice went ve ry low,  
 
              3            reporter could not under stand what  
 
              4            was being said).    
 
              5                 We're also concerne d about 
 
              6            the frequency of measure ment of  
 
              7            emissions.  And we recom mend that  
 
              8            these permits be set on a monthly  
 
              9            basis and measured accor dingly,  
 
             10            instead of annually.    
 
             11                 We will be continui ng working  
 
             12            with the community board  and other 
 
             13            stakeholders in the area  to prepare  
 
             14            more detailed and compre hensive  
 
             15            comments.  And we will s ubmit them  
 
             16            by the end of the hopefu lly extended  
 
             17            comment period.  
 
             18                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:  Thank  
 
             19            you. Maria Roca  
 
             20                 MS. MARIA ROCA:  R- O-C-A.  Good  
 
             21            evening.  I am really so rry that I  
 
             22            wasn't able to make more  of these  
 
             23            meetings because I have been upset  
 



             24            about this and I have to  support  
 
             25            everything that Mr. Wade  said,  
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              2            particularly about our s mall  
 
              3            children of this communi ty and any  
 
              4            community.  They don't v ote and the  
 
              5            elders sometimes are not  well to  
 
              6            sometimes come out to al l these  
 
              7            meetings and they are un able to get  
 
              8            here on their own power.     
 
              9                 I asked the questio n at the  
 
             10            beginning as to what the  statistics 
 
             11            were for consumption in the neighborhood  
 
             12            in the past 10 years, an d there  
 
             13            wasn't an answer; there was an  
 
             14            estimate.  And I do beli eve that it  
 
             15            is possible to get those  numbers  
 
             16            from Con Edison and I wi ll work on  
 
             17            that myself and maybe I can make  
 
             18            those numbers available to you.    
 
             19                 But my second quest ion what was  
 
             20            thought to be the future  of the next  
 
             21            ten years of that usage,  that it was  
 
             22            not going to be going ve ry high.   
 
             23            So I am a little confuse d.  And I don't  
 



             24            know about anyone else h ere, why are  
 
             25            we building more capacit y to  



 
 
 
 
                                                                        
47 
                    
 
              1              
 
              2            generate, when the usage  that we are  
 
              3            forecasting is not going  to be going  
 
              4            up by much.  It tells me  that we are  
 
              5            going to be living with the issues  
 
              6            of our generation, but w e're not  
 
              7            necessarily the users of  that  
 
              8            generation.    
 
              9                 So we're actually, our children 
 
             10            -- our young people are working class  
 
             11            and this is a working cl ass  
 
             12            neighborhood.  As long a s I live I  
 
             13            will fight to keeping it  a working  
 
             14            class neighborhood.  So most likely  
 
             15            people who can't afford to buy more  
 
             16            television, buy more air   
 
             17            conditioners, buy more p roducts that  
 
             18            will consume electricity .    
 
             19                 I am a founder of t he Sunset  
 
             20            Park, we -- in the park,  the most  
 
             21            beautiful park in the ci ty, by the  
 
             22            way, and we have a comma nding view of  
 
             23            that waterfront.    
 



             24                 It is the Disney Wo rld of this  
 
             25            part of New York.  Our f amilies don't  
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              2            have the money to go som etimes and  
 
              3            get on the bus and go to  the movies  
 
              4            or to downtown Brooklyn.   That park,  
 
              5            that view, the fresh air  that you  
 
              6            can get -- and I hope th at, you know, 
 
              7            I hope that we'll contin ue to get as  
 
              8            fresh air as possible.  It is all we 
 
              9            have here for many, many  of our  
 
             10            residents.  Anything tha t  
 
             11            jeopardizes that or supp orts the bad  
 
             12            habits of other people i nsults me,  
 
             13            and insults my intellige nce. 
 
             14                 Many of our familie s cannot 
 
             15            afford an air conditione r, the park  
 
             16            is their air condition.  The park is  
 
             17            where they come out to, to get some  
 
             18            fresh air and cool off.   But their  
 
             19            children, our elders, ou r children  
 
             20            will have to live with t he  
 
             21            emissions, those particl es that come  
 
             22            out of those. 
 
             23                 So I am also upset that there  
 



             24            are not more people here , and that  
 
             25            none of the elected offi cials are  
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              2            here, and none of the do ctors from  
 
              3            Lutheran Medical Center are here.   
 
              4            None of the people who s ee, who have  
 
              5            the scientific knowledge  and the  
 
              6            political -- what we cal l to make a  
 
              7            difference.   Anyone her e that  
 
              8            covers those groups, any  medical --  
 
              9            any pediatricians from L utheran  
 
             10            here?  Any pediatricians  from this  
 
             11            neighborhood?  Thank you .  
 
             12                 I am confused.  I a m annoyed.  I  
 
             13            have many other emotions  that are  
 
             14            going through.  I was a little  
 
             15            insulted by the green, t he dressing  
 
             16            up of this facility.  We  are, as I  
 
             17            said before a working cl ass  
 
             18            neighborhood, we are an industrial  
 
             19            waterfront, with the cro wded industrial 
 
             20            nature of our waterfront , our walk  
 
             21            to work.  We are probabl y the  
 
             22            largest walk-to-work com munities in  
 
             23            this country.  
 



             24                 I am always comfort able with  
 
             25            that.  No amount of gree n roofing  
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              2            would subtract from that .  I think  
 
              3            it is completely disinge nuous to dress  
 
              4            it up.  If it looks like  a snake, if  
 
              5            it smells like a snake, if it hisses  
 
              6            like a snake, it's a sna ke.  So you  
 
              7            can dress it you up and take it out 
 
              8            for a walk, it is not a good thing. 
 
              9                 Will it go forward,  I will have  
 
             10            to -- I notice that it p robably will  
 
             11            go, but I stand with Mr.  Wade, let  
 
             12            this be the last one if it does go  
 
             13            forward. And I will make  it my  
 
             14            business to be more supp ortive.        
 
             15                 Thank you for your time.  
 
             16                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:  Thank  
 
             17            you.    
 
             18                 Dr. John Haughey.                
 
             19                 DR. JOHN HAUGHEY:  Hello.  My  
 
             20            name is Dr. John Haughey , H-A-U-G-H- 
 
             21            E-Y.  I live in this com munity and I  
 
             22            live on 103rd Street.  M y concern is  
 
             23            that I took the subway t o get here,  
 



             24            I used electric power to  get here, I  
 
             25            used electric power to l earn about  
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              2            this project, using the computer.  
 
              3                 My concern is that there is not  
 
              4            enough public informatio n being put  
 
              5            out about the effects of  the  
 
              6            particulate matter that is going to  
 
              7            be released into the com munity.    
 
              8                 For example, when I  took the  
 
              9            subway here, there was n o  
 
             10            information in the subwa y about this  
 
             11            meeting.  There was no i nformation  
 
             12            about different matter t hat's going  
 
             13            to be released.  The con cern that I  
 
             14            have as a physician is t he  
 
             15            particulate matter that is below the  
 
             16            size of 2.5 microns and that  
 
             17            particular matter can ge t into the  
 
             18            lungs and that can cause  cardiac  
 
             19            pulmonary disease.    
 
             20                 Now it is tricky to  identify the  
 
             21            problems here because a lot of the  
 
             22            information that we have  in the  
 
             23            scientific literature is  based on  
 



             24            death certificates.  I d on't know if  
 
             25            anyone of you ever fille d out a  
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              2            death certificate before .  Has  
 
              3            anyone in the room ever filled out a  
 
              4            death certificate?   
 
              5                 So when you fill ou t a death  
 
              6            certificate, you have to  establish  
 
              7            the cause of death.  In many cases  
 
              8            this is done in the midd le of the  
 
              9            night by a resident phys ician.  And  
 
             10            some of it is clear as t o what the  
 
             11            cause of death was.  I h ave filled a  
 
             12            couple of these.  And I looked at the  
 
             13            Draft Environmental Impa ct  
 
             14            Statement, there is no m ention of  
 
             15            death certificates.    
 
             16                 My concern is that there is an  
 
             17            increase in mortality re lating to  
 
             18            particulate matter.  Par ticularly  
 
             19            particulate below the si ze of 2.5  
 
             20            microns.    
 
             21                 Now David tells me that there is  
 
             22            about 40 tons per year r eleased  
 
             23            particulate matter aroun d the size of  
 



             24            10 microns.  Now the EPA  hasn't come  
 
             25            to a final rule in estab lishing a  
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              2            limit on 2.5 micro emiss ions.  And  
 
              3            my concern is that this project is  
 
              4            being promoted as a way of reducing  
 
              5            the emissions in the par ticulate  
 
              6            matter, but I don't see a definite  
 
              7            way that the particulate  matter of  
 
              8            emissions are being moni tored and  
 
              9            communicated to the publ ic.    
 
             10                 For example, I am a  member of  
 
             11            the public and I go down  to Gowanus  
 
             12            to look at the water.  T here isn't,  
 
             13            to my knowledge, any mon itoring system  
 
             14            set up there to establis h what the  
 
             15            air quality is on a give n day.   
 
             16            Maybe there is or maybe there isn't.    
 
             17                 If you watched the news maybe  
 
             18            you saw that the EPA rec ently  
 
             19            mentioned that you can c heck the air  
 
             20            quality at the local sch ool, for  
 
             21            example, PS. 24.  I open ed USA Today  
 
             22            so I could find out what  the air  
 
             23            quality is like here, an d it is  
 



             24            about average.  It's lik e 43 percent, 
 
             25            which is not very good. 
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              2                 So my concern is th at, when we  
 
              3            have a project like this , where the  
 
              4            public needs to know exa ctly what  
 
              5            the air quality is on an y given day  
 
              6            and how much is being re leased.     
 
              7                 Now I happen to liv e across the  
 
              8            street from a peak gener ator and  
 
              9            when I open my window yo u can see  
 
             10            the dust on my window si ll.  And  
 
             11            there happens to be an e levated highway 
 
             12            near the site.  My conce rn is that  
 
             13            the emissions from these  power  
 
             14            generating power plants,  in addition  
 
             15            to the emissions that co me from the  
 
             16            cars on the elevated hig hway, combine  
 
             17            to create unacceptable h igh levels  
 
             18            of matter of emissions.    
 
             19                 We are a very large  population  
 
             20            center. When reviewing t he Draft  
 
             21            Environmental Impact Sta tement,  
 
             22            according to the documen t, it's about  
 
             23            two million people in th is area.  I  
 



             24            am not sure how many peo ple are in  
 
             25            this local Sunset Park a rea.  It  
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              2            doesn't say that, it jus t talks about  
 
              3            the ethnicity of people.   It does  
 
              4            not say how many actual humans live  
 
              5            here.    
 
              6                 My concern is the a ctual number  
 
              7            of death certificates th at are going  
 
              8            increased as a result of  these  
 
              9            generators.  And I don't  understand  
 
             10            why in adding a generato r you can't  
 
             11            take away a generator.  If you are  
 
             12            going to add a more effi cient  
 
             13            turbine, which operates on natural  
 
             14            gas -- which we have alr eady heard the  
 
             15            damage that it can do to  the  
 
             16            environment -- how emerg ency room  
 
             17            doctors need to call peo ple in the  
 
             18            middle of the night beca use they  
 
             19            don't know how to treat the problem.   
 
             20            I happen to be one of th ose people  
 
             21            who will be calling some body in the  
 
             22            middle of the night, bec ause I  
 
             23            wouldn't know what to do , because  
 



             24            somebody fell in this te rrible  
 
             25            water.   
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              2                 It seems to me if y ou are adding  
 
              3            a more efficient turbine , you should  
 
              4            be able to remove one of  the  
 
              5            turbines that runs on oi l.  It just  
 
              6            seems logical to me.  So  if we're  
 
              7            adding a more efficient turbine and  
 
              8            we are going to decrease  emissions,  
 
              9            shouldn't we be taking a way a less  
 
             10            efficient turbine, physi cally  
 
             11            removing.  I don't see t hat in the  
 
             12            proposal.   
 
             13                 And finally I would  just like to  
 
             14            state that this proposal  increases  
 
             15            the total amount of capa city by a  
 
             16            100 megawatts, when we a re already  
 
             17            500 megawatts in capacit y.  And I  
 
             18            don't see how -- I don't  see how the  
 
             19            general public is going to be able  
 
             20            to identify how many meg awatts are  
 
             21            being generated.  We are  referring  
 
             22            to comments or questions  about the  
 
             23            actual sort of use of el ectricity  
 



             24            and I don't see a sort o f measurable  
 
             25            inputs here, not in deat h  
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              2            certificates or particul ate matter or  
 
              3            in consumption.  I don't  see that  
 
              4            any member of the public , who  
 
              5            is a well-educated indiv idual, can  
 
              6            see the inputs and the o utputs of  
 
              7            this environmental syste m.  There is  
 
              8            no way to make a rationa l decision  
 
              9            because you don't have a  way of  
 
             10            measuring it.    
 
             11                 So there are a lot of problems  
 
             12            here that need to be ide ntified and  
 
             13            addressed.    
 
             14                 Thank you.  
 
             15                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:  Thank  
 
             16            you.    
 
             17                 So we reached the e nd of those  
 
             18            speakers that had submit ted cards.   
 
             19            By the way, I really -- we all  
 
             20            neglect to mention that they have  
 
             21            two interpreters here fo r Spanish  
 
             22            and Mandarin Chinese.  B ut if you  
 
             23            needed an interpreter, h opefully, you  
 



             24            would have contacted any  one of us  
 
             25            earlier on to discuss th at.   
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              2                 So if there is anyo ne else that  
 
              3            wants to come to the mic , please be  
 
              4            my guest.  Just state yo ur name and  
 
              5            spell your last name, pl ease.  
 
              6                 MS. ROSA:  My name is Rosa -- and  
 
              7            I am a member of SPAN.  And we just  
 
              8            want to share our concer ns here.  We  
 
              9            have been following this  proposal  
 
             10            and we really don't ever  agree with  
 
             11            it, that was just my poi nt.  We are  
 
             12            the ones who have to suf fer with  
 
             13            this.  My personal quest ion to all  
 
             14            of you is that you build  it, but you  
 
             15            don't live in the place and when you  
 
             16            leave you work do you ev er think  
 
             17            what are you building he re.    
 
             18                 Do you ever think a bout our  
 
             19            children and the neighbo rhood that  
 
             20            has to live with that an d how many  
 
             21            people are going to die after.  And  
 
             22            with all the money that is made can  
 
             23            we build something that you all can  
 



             24            live by with it.    
 
             25                 I think it is time -- Bush is  
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              2            gone.  Thank God.  I thi nk it is  
 
              3            time for everybody to st op thinking  
 
              4            just about money, money because  
 
              5            there is going to be a t ime that you  
 
              6            won't be able to use tha t money.   
 
              7            You are going to have so  much money  
 
              8            but you won't be able to  live on  
 
              9            this Earth, you won't be  able to go  
 
             10            to another planet.  I ca n assure you  
 
             11            that there is no other p lanet as  
 
             12            beautiful as this Earth.     
 
             13                 How can we help eac h other and  
 
             14            make it a little bit bet ter.  
 
             15                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:   
 
             16            Ma'am, for the record co uld you  
 
             17            please define what SPAN is?  
 
             18                 MS. ROSA: Sunset Pa rk Alliance of  
 
             19            Neighbors.  
 
             20                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:  Thank  
 
             21            you.  
 
             22                 MR. JAVIER GENAO:  I just want to  
 
             23            talk about something -- well, it was  
 



             24            just amazing that we hav e UPROSE --  
 
             25                 THE REPORTER:  Coul d you please  
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              2            state your name?  
 
              3                 MR. JAVIER GENAO:  My name is  
 
              4            Javier Genao.  I lived i n the Sunset  
 
              5            Park for over 25 years n ow.    
 
              6                 I think it is very tacky that  
 
              7            our  environmental, you know,  
 
              8            protection fighting comm unity  
 
              9            grassroots organization chose to  
 
             10            walk out when some of us  was going  
 
             11            to continue to speak.  T hey  
 
             12            absolutely don't want to  hear what  
 
             13            we have to say.  That is  more  
 
             14            interesting to me.    
 
             15                 I don't think this power plant  
 
             16            is built yet.  Is it?  I t is not  
 
             17            built yet, right?  Which  means that  
 
             18            it still needs to be bui lt, if they  
 
             19            want that.  Well I would  say we  
 
             20            can't wait on the state,  the state  
 
             21            has been killing us and killing this  
 
             22            Earth every since they c ame into  
 
             23            existence.  And if you r eally want  
 



             24            to stop this we need to get together  
 
             25            and do whatever it takes  to stop  
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              2            this.    
 
              3                 50 power plants in our  
 
              4            community, that is ridic ulous.  I  
 
              5            mean, just like what the  gentleman  
 
              6            here said.  We can't dep end on the  
 
              7            business to say okay we are not  
 
              8            going to take advantage of this  
 
              9            opportunity to make more  money.  And  
 
             10            obviously like he said, they can buy  
 
             11            just about anybody.  So we can't  
 
             12            expect politicians to sa y, "Well, we  
 
             13            are not going to advanta ge of making  
 
             14            some money off of this p ower plant."     
 
             15                 We all have to get together, the  
 
             16            doctors, the teachers, t he children,  
 
             17            you know, the workers, t he people  
 
             18            in the community organiz ations, you  
 
             19            know, the activists who are here to  
 
             20            fight against all this d estruction  
 
             21            that is going on this pl anet, due to  
 
             22            this system that we have  in place,  
 
             23            that everyone knows are destroying  
 



             24            this planet, and destroy ing  
 
             25            themselves.  We need to do whatever  
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              2            it takes to stop this.    
 
              3                 And I would like to  meet up  
 
              4            with anybody right after  this  
 
              5            meeting.  I will be righ t outside  
 
              6            waiting or you catch me right before you  
 
              7            leave.  Let's meet up, l et's organize  
 
              8            and let us do what it ta kes because  
 
              9            I don't see no guns to m y head right  
 
             10            now.  I don't see any gu ns to our  
 
             11            heads telling us that we  must accept  
 
             12            this power plant here, y ou know.   
 
             13            And perhaps guns will ev entually be  
 
             14            put to our head and you know what, at  
 
             15            that point, we choose to  take actions  
 
             16            as, you know, accordingl y -- guns  
 
             17            and politicians and mone y teaming up  
 
             18            to destroy the people an d the  
 
             19            environment.  But right now there is  
 
             20            nothing intimidating me or stopping  
 
             21            me from taking any actio n necessary  
 
             22            as far as we democratica lly decide  
 
             23            within Sunset Park, in B rooklyn and  
 



             24            New York and the whole E ast Coast  
 
             25            and the whole Earth.  Be cause when  
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              2            you pollute one area, it  just  
 
              3            doesn't just stay there,  it just  
 
              4            doesn't affect the peopl e and the  
 
              5            other living beings that  depend on  
 
              6            that area.  This thing i s global, it  
 
              7            is worldwide.  Even spac e is being  
 
              8            polluted, even space is being  
 
              9            polluted by the destruct ive  
 
             10            system that don't care a bout any of  
 
             11            us.  It obviously don't really care  
 
             12            about themselves, becaus e if they  
 
             13            care about themselves yo u think they  
 
             14            care about -- you know t hey care  
 
             15            about their children and  they  
 
             16            children's children and so forth and  
 
             17            so on, but they obviousl y don't know  
 
             18            what is going on.    
 
             19                 And we do need the engineers and  
 
             20            all the scientists to he lp us fix  
 
             21            this mess that a whole b unch of them  
 
             22            and their ass has gotten  us into.   
 
             23            And they are some of the m out there.   
 



             24            That's why the gentleman  from the  
 
             25            organization, the enviro nmental  
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              2            organization gave us so much  
 
              3            information in just a fe w minutes of  
 
              4            how terrible the situati on is.    
 
              5                 So again, my name i s Javier, you  
 
              6            can meet me right now as  soon as  
 
              7            this over.  Let's organi ze, let's  
 
              8            stand up and let's say " No," to this  
 
              9            power plant, no more pow er plants.   
 
             10            It is time to take actio n against  
 
             11            all this destruction and  rebuild.   
 
             12            Let's do some gardening,  let's set  
 
             13            up some gardens in there , let's  
 
             14            build some homes for hom eless  
 
             15            people, you know, let's make them  
 
             16            environmentally safe and   
 
             17            sustainable, because tha t is what we  
 
             18            need in this future.  If  not, there  
 
             19            is no future and, you kn ow what?  If  
 
             20            they are going to destro y this  
 
             21            planet, then I say I wil l destroy  
 
             22            them before they destroy  us.     
 
             23                 Any time there was something that  
 



             24            is tangible that is dest roying, that  
 
             25            tangible object needs to  be  



 
 
 
 
                                                                        
65 
                    
 
              1    
 
              2            destroyed.  And I am -- this is not  
 
              3            illogical and unreasonab le.   This  
 
              4            is the most logical thin g that I can  
 
              5            think of and I am sure a nybody here  
 
              6            can agree with, and I wi ll challenge  
 
              7            them to tell me how ther e is another  
 
              8            solution to this if it i s not  
 
              9            direct action and to mak e this power  
 
             10            plant stop.  You tell me , what other  
 
             11            actions do we have other  than  
 
             12            stopping this power plan t from being  
 
             13            built, you tell me.    
 
             14                 Thank you.  
 
             15                 MS. ELIZABETH YEAMP IERRE:  It  
 
             16            would really be nice to see people  
 
             17            doing something instead spewing  
 
             18            rhetoric, because rhetor ic does not  
 
             19            transform a community, r hetoric does  
 
             20            not clean up people's lu ngs, rhetoric  
 
             21            really does not address the issues  
 
             22            of reducing emissions in  this  
 
             23            community.    
 



             24                 So for those who ar e fronts for  
 
             25            people who are running f or public  
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              2            office, if they get past  this  
 
              3            political rhetoric, we w ill welcome  
 
              4            them in this struggle an d all the  
 
              5            work that we have been d oing now for  
 
              6            12 years to transform th e landscape  
 
              7            of this community and al l the policy  
 
              8            that we have been making  happen all  
 
              9            over the City of New Yor k.  Because  
 
             10            anonymous blogs and that  kind of  
 
             11            punk activity is not res pected by  
 
             12            those of us who are true  activists.    
 
             13                 I will say this, if  we are faced  
 
             14            with a  possibility of a ctually  
 
             15            reducing emissions in th is  
 
             16            community, are we suppos ed to say  
 
             17            that we are going to wal k away from  
 
             18            the possibility of reduc ing  
 
             19            emissions?  Is it irresp onsible of us  
 
             20            to actually look at a po ssibility;  
 
             21            something that is differ ent that may  
 
             22            actually contribute to t hat end, and  
 
             23            walk away from it?  What  we are saying 
 



             24            is that we want to get a n engineer that  
 
             25            will work with this comm unity board  
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              1    
 
              2            and that we will look at  the DEIS and 
 
              3            look at the air permit a nd we will  
 
              4            look at whether or not w hat is being  
 
              5            presented is really what  is being  
 
              6            presented in emissions t hat are 
 
              7            actually going to be rel eased.  So  
 
              8            our organization has alw ays been  
 
              9            responsible in making su re that  
 
             10            every recommendation tha t is made is  
 
             11            in the interest of this community.  
 
             12            And anybody who challeng es that can  
 
             13            come up to me personally  or can talk  
 
             14            to us or they can just d o their  
 
             15            anonymous blog.  But I w ant to  
 
             16            thank you for giving me the  
 
             17            opportunity to set that straight.           
 
             18                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:  Could  
 
             19            you please identify your self and  
 
             20            your organization.  
 
             21                 MS. ELIZABETH YEAMP IERRE:  My  
 
             22            name is Elizabeth Yeampi erre and I  
 
             23            am the Executive Directo r of UPROSE  
 



             24            and the president of the  New York  
 
             25            City Environmental Justi ce --  
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              1    
 
              2                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:  Can  
 
              3            you spell your last name , please.  
 
              4                 MS. ELIZABETH YEAMP IERRE:  Y-E- 
 
              5            A-M-P-I-E-R-R-E.  
 
              6                 THE REPORTER:  Than k you.  
 
              7                 MR. ARTURO GARCIA-C OSTAS:  Thank  
 
              8            you.  Excuse me, sir.    
 
              9                 Is there anyone els e that would  
 
             10            like to provide a commen t on the  
 
             11            DEIS or the clean air ac t permits?   
 
             12            Seeing no further speake rs, this  
 
             13            hearing is closed.  
 
             14    
 
             15                 (Time noted at 8:10  p.m.)  
 
             16    
 
             17                           -oOo-  
 
             18    
 
             19    
 
             20    
 
             21    
 
             22    
 
             23    
 



             24    
 
             25   
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              1                 C E R T I F I C A T  E  
 
              2    
 
              3  STATE OF NEW YORK   )   
 
              4                      : ss    
 
              5  COUNTY OF QUEENS    )   
 
              6         
 
              7           I, JUDEEN M. DENNISTON, a  reporter  
 
              8       and Notary Public within and for the  
 
              9       State of New York, do hereby certify:  
 
             10           That the within transcrip t is a true  
 
             11       and accurate record of the he aring  
 
             12       taken by me.  
 
             13           I further certify that I am not  
 
             14       related to any of the parties  to this  
 
             15       action by blood or marriage, and that I  
 
             16       am in no way interested in th e outcome  
 
             17       of this matter.  
 
             18            IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I ha ve hereunto  
 
             19       set my hand this 20th day of April,  
 
             20       2009.  
 
             21    
 
             22                           _________ ___________  
 
             23                           JUDEEN M.  DENNISTON, RPR 
 



             24    
 
             25    
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