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What is Ebola? 
Ebola is a virus that is spread through direct contact with body fluids of a person who is very 
ill with Ebola virus disease (EVD). Mortality rates associated with Ebola virus disease (EVD) 
can be quite high and there are no known antiviral treatments available for human infections 
with this virus.  
 

What infection control precautions should be followed? 
Healthcare facilities delivering EVD patient care and those engaged in the handling of the 
associated waste that will be generated should follow both the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) "EVD Infection Control Guidance" (found on this page in the right hand column) and 
the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) "Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) Update 
#2". (Link leaves DEC's site, and can be found under "For Health Care Workers") 

 
Is EVD-related waste from a concern? 
Yes. In New York State, the waste resulting from the treatment of EVD patients or EVD 
contaminated materials is considered Regulated Medical Waste (RMW). The amount of 
waste generated from the treatment of an EVD patient can be considerable due to 
associated disposable items and personal protective equipment that must be worn. 

 

 How is the waste managed? 
There are both State and federal requirements that apply to the transport, treatment, and 
disposal of RMW. The RMW generated from EVD patient care must be treated before it can 
be disposed. The treatment can occur either at the healthcare facility where it is generated 
or at a treatment facility located at another location, such as a permitted commercial 
treatment facility that accepts RMW. 

 

 
 

Anyone who generates RMW suspected of being contaminated with EVD materials (such as 
hospitals, funeral establishments, bio-response and hazardous materials cleanup businesses 
etc.) must notify the Department of the names of each permitted RMW transporter that will 
be used to transport the waste. 



How is the waste treated? 
 

Treatment of the RMW at the healthcare facility must be done in accordance with NYSDOH 
standards for operation and treatment. The treated RMW can then be disposed at a 
NYSDEC approved facility as a solid waste.  The treated RMW must be accompanied by a 
certificate of treatment form, all sharps must be destroyed as well as treated, and the 
disposal facility must be approved by NYSDEC for this type of waste. 

 

Treatment of the RMW at a commercial facility, rather than at a healthcare facility 
authorized under NYSDOH regulations, requires a permit from New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) under 6 NYCRR Part 360 Solid Waste 
Management Facilities (Part 360). Part 360 sets forth detailed requirements concerning the 
handling and treatment of RMW. Similar to RMW treated at a healthcare facility, the RMW 
that has been treated at a Part 360 permitted commercial facility can be disposed at a 
NYSDEC approved facility as a solid waste, in accordance with the criteria outlined above.  

 

The following is a list of Part 360 permitted commercial RMW treatment facilities.  

Permitted Facilities for Commercial Treatment of RMW 

Name Street City & Zip Phone 

Stericycle Incorporated 
210 Sherwood 
Avenue 

Farmingdale, NY 
11735 

631-756-7289 

Stericycle Incorporated 
31 Lower River 
Road 

Oneonta, NY 
13820 

401-641-5878 

Stericycle Incorporated 3472 Progress Drive
Sheridan, NY 
14048 

401-641-5878 

Future Health Care 
Systems 

110 Edison Avenue 
Mount Vernon, NY 
10550  

614-664-4791 

Faxton-St. Luke's 
Healthcare 

1656 Champlain 
Avenue 

New Hartford, NY 
13413 

315-624-6209 

 

 

 



What about liquids that may be generated during treatment? 
Current CDC guidance states that sanitary sewers may be used for the safe disposal of 
liquid wastes from patients. NYSDOH and NYSDEC regulations allow facilities to discharge 
liquid or semi-liquid waste containing pathogens directly into a sanitary sewer, unless 
specifically prohibited by local law or ordinance. 

  

If a health care facility desires to treat the liquid waste with a chemical disinfectant prior to 
discharge to the sanitary sewer, the NYSDOH should be contacted for guidance on the 
appropriate procedure. 

 

How is the waste transported? 
The transport of both treated and untreated RMW requires a permit under 6 NYCRR Part 
364 Waste Transporter Permits (Part 364). 

 

A transporter that will be transporting treated RMW from either a healthcare facility or a 
permitted commercial RMW treatment facility requires a Part 364 Waste Transporter permit 
to transport industrial-commercial waste. 

 

A transporter that will be transporting untreated RMW associated with the treatment of an 
EVD patient is subject to both United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) 
regulations and NYSDEC regulations. 

 

IMPORTANT:  All EVD waste must be directly transported to the treatment or disposal facility 
with no transfer or storage allowed. 
 

USDOT REQUIREMENTS 

USDOT regulates how the waste must be packaged and otherwise managed during 
transport - See USDOT guidance. 

 

NYSDEC REQUIREMENTS 

In addition to USDOT criteria, NYSDEC requires transporters that will be transporting 
untreated RMW associated with the treatment of EVD to obtain a permit to transport RMW 
under a Part 364 Waste Transporter permit with a special EVD certification. Current Part 64 



transporters, including those currently approved to handle RMW, must modify their permits 
to transport RMW from EVD treatment to obtain the special EVD certification. 

In order for a permitted RMW transporter to obtain authorization from the Department to 
transport EVD contaminated waste, the transporter must provide evidence that they have 
USDOT Party Status to DOT-SP 16279 for packaging and transporting EVD waste and must 
complete and submit to NYSDEC a Certification for Transport of EVD Waste Form. 


