
XX. IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES 

The i r r e v e r s i b l e  and i r r e t r i e v a b l e  resources committed a r e  those na tu ra l  

and human resources t h a t  w i l l  be consumed, converted o r  made unavai lable  f o r  

f u t u r e  use. 

A. O i l  and Gas D r i l l i n g  and Development 

- The production of n a t u r a l  gas and o i l  c o n s t i t u t e s  an i r r e t r i e v a b l e  

commitment of nonrenewable n a t u r a l  resources.  

- Other resources i r r e v e r s i b l y  committed include the  ma te r i a l s  used and 

consumed during the  d r i l l i n g  and completion of an o i l  o r  gas wel l  which 

cannot be recovered o r  recycled with present  technology. These resources 

include petroleum derived f u e l s  and l u b r i c a t i n g  o i l s ,  ma te r i a l s  used f o r  

cement, cas ing ,  d r i l l i n g ,  completion and s t imula t ion  f l u i d s  and any worn r i g  

p a r t s  o r  equipment such a s  d r i l l  b i t s .  

- Death and/or permanent d i s a b i l i t y  could occur i n  the  event of a blowout o r  

r i g  f i r e  and should t h i s  occur ,  i t  would be an i r r e v e r s i b l e  l o s s  of human 

resources.  

- An i r r e t r i e v a b l e  l o s s  of b io log ica l  resources could occur i n  the  event of a 

l a r g e  o i l  s p i l l  i n  a s e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t .  

B. Enhanced O i l  Recovery 

- Enhanced o i l  recovery f u r t h e r s  t h e  production of o i l  which i s  a nonrenewable 

na tu ra l  resource. 

- An i r r e v e r s i b l e  commitment of equipment and ma te r i a l s  is  made f o r  i n j e c t i o n  

and water treatment f a c i l i t i e s .  

C .  Solut ion S a l t  Mining 

- The development and e x t r a c t i o n  of rock s a l t  i s  an i r r e t r e i v a b l e  commitment 

of a nonrenewable n a t u r a l  resource.  

- The i r r e t r i e v a b l e  l o s s  of b io log ica l  resources could occur i n  the  event of a 

l a rge  br ine  s p i l l  i n  a s e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t .  



- The l o s s  of land f o r  many uses  may occur i n  t he  event of subsidence. 

D. Underground Gas Storage 

- Recharging a  deple ted  gas  r e s e r v o i r  may r e s u l t  i n  the  migrat ion of gas  

d u t s i d e  of t h e  r e s e r v o i r  which may be an  i r r e t r i e v a b l e  l o s s  of n a t u r a l  gas 

resources .  

- Due t o  t h e  permanent na tu re  of gas  s t o r a g e  r e s e r v o i r s ,  t h e  i r r e t r i e v a b l e  

l o s s  of some f l o r a  and fauna h a b i t a t s  occurs .  

E . Geothermal 

- An i r r e v e r s i b l e  commitment of equipment and m a t e r i a l s  i s  made f o r  d r i l l i n g ,  

ope ra t i ng ,  plugging and abandoning geothermal we l l s .  

F. S t r a t i g r a p h i c  Test  Wells 

- An i r r e v e r s i b l e  commitment of minor amounts of equipment and m a t e r i a l s  i s  

made f o r  d r i l l i n g ,  t e s t i n g ,  plugging and abandoning s t r a t i g r a p h i c  t e s t  we l l s .  

G. Brine Disposal  Wells 

- An i r r e v e r s i b l e  commitment of equipment and m a t e r i a l s  i s  made f o r  d r i l l i n g ,  

ope ra t i ng ,  plugging and abandoning b r i n e  d i s p o s a l  wel l s .  
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