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Beverage Container
Deposit and Redemption Statistics

A. INTRODUCTION

Each year the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) conducts a 
Deposit Initiator Survey to obtain data from deposit initiators on beverage containers sold and
redeemed in New York State.  The data in the Survey are reported for the 12-month period of
October 1 through September 30.  "Deposit initiators" are, in the case of refillable beverage
containers, bottlers or brewers and, in the case of non-refillable containers, beverage distributors.

This Beverage Container Deposit and Redemption Statistics Report was developed using
deposit information obtained from the 2004 Deposit Initiator Survey.  This information is required to
be provided to the DEC by deposit initiators pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 367.11, under authority
granted by Title 10, Article 27 of the Environmental Conservation Law.  The data as reported is
unaudited and no independent verification of data has been done.  Accordingly, the extent of
underreporting, if it occurred, is unknown.

The data is provided for areas of the State according to the DEC regions (see Figure 1).

B. DEPOSIT SYSTEM IN NEW YORK STATE

The container deposit system in New York State requires a minimum of five cents deposit to
be initiated by the first distributor for each filled beverage container sold.  The distributor (deposit
initiator) receives the five cents from the dealer (retailer), who purchases the filled beverage
container, and the retailer in turn passes along this charge to the consumer. 

During redemption, the opposite scenario takes place.  After redeeming the empty beverage
container, the consumer receives the five cents from the retailer, and the retailer in turn is
reimbursed the five cents plus a two cent handling fee from the deposit initiator for the empty
container.   

C. DEPOSIT INITIATOR SURVEY METHODOLOGY

This survey was initiated in November 2004 by sending out 191 survey forms to all known
potential deposit initiators, with a response deadline of December 30, 2004.  Of the original 191
survey forms sent, 22 were determined to:  no longer be a deposit initiator; no longer be an operating
business; never was a deposit initiator; or did not initiate any deposits during the reporting period. 
Therefore, this Report is based on a statistical field of 169 survey forms.
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After receipt, the forms were reviewed for obvious reporting omissions, incomplete
information, or any other apparent problems.  When necessary, deposit initiators were contacted by
telephone for clarification of the reported data.  After review, the data was entered into a computer
data base for tabulation.

Many of the respondents combined soda and wine product dollar amounts with beer amounts
when reporting deposits initiated and redeemed and handling fees paid.  However, for deposit
initiators whose primary market is beer, soda is typically only one or two percent of the total sales, and
wine products may be even less.  This fact has been verified by New York State Beverage Industry
Association representatives.  Therefore, the error from the combined reported soda and wine product
figures with the beer figures is considered insignificant.

D. SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

A tabulation of data from the 2004 Deposit Initiators Survey is contained in Tables 1 through
5.  A summary of these statistics is as follows:

S The overall Statewide redemption rate for all beverage containers was about
69.2 percent, which was no change from the previous year.

S The redemption rate for beer containers was 80 percent, an increase of 2.3 percent over
the previous year.

S The redemption rate for soda containers (which includes carbonated water and other
carbonated drinks) was 58 percent, a decrease of 2.8 percent from last year.

S The redemption rate for wine product containers was 59 percent, a decrease of
10.1 percent from last year.

S Northern and central New York State demonstrated the highest overall redemption
rates.  Redemption rates for beer, soda and wine product containers by DEC region are
shown in Table 3.  These rates are based on the domicile of the deposit initiator, not on
the place of sale or redemption.

S Consumers paid a reported total of $264.2 million worth of deposits, a decrease of
$19.4 million from last year’s total, and redeemed $182.8 million worth of empty
containers, a decrease of $13.3 million from last year.

S There was an estimated $81.3 million worth of unredeemed deposits, a decrease of     
$6.1 million from the previous year.

S According to the surveys for the period of October 1, 2003 to September 30, 2004, an
estimated 5.3 billion beverage containers were sold in New York State, a decrease of
0.4 billion from last year.



New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Solid & Hazarous Materials 

Deposit and Redemption Statistics 
(10/1/2003 - 09/30/2004)

                                                                  Table 1
Yearly Deposits Initiated and Redeemed by Beverage Type

 

Beverage Type Deposits Charged  
Deposits 

Redeemed
 

Unclaimed 
Deposits

 Redemption Rate

 
Beer : Non-refillable $130,867,499 $104,393,962 $26,473,536 79.8%

Beer : Refillable $3,960,461 $3,407,070 $553,391 86.0%

    
Total Beer $134,827,960 $107,801,033 $27,026,927 80.0%
 
Soda : Non-refillable $129,294,207 $75,005,847 $54,288,360 58.0%

Soda : Refillable $0 $0 $0 0.0%

    
Total Soda $129,294,207 $75,005,847 $54,288,360 58.0%
 
Wine products $38,625 $22,806 $15,819 59.0%

    
 
Total: All Beverages $264,160,791 $182,829,685 $81,331,106 69.2%
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New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Solid & Hazardous Materials 

Deposit and Redemption Statistics 
(10/1/2003 - 09/30/2004) 

                                                                  Table 2
 

Consolidated Redemption Rate by Region
 

Region Deposits Charged Deposits Redeemed Unclaimed Deposits Redemption Rate

 
1 $33,950,745 $18,298,213 $15,652,532 53.9%

2 96,719,131 61,287,135 35,431,996 63.4%

3 23,074,655 12,149,015 10,925,641 52.7%

4 15,022,254 11,261,555 3,760,699 75.0%

5 13,984,468 12,844,612 1,139,857 91.8%

6 7,571,604 6,692,965 878,639 88.4%

7 13,099,560 11,883,167 1,216,393 90.7%

8 17,304,889 14,818,531 2,486,358 85.6%

9 17,285,776 14,323,174 2,962,603 82.9%

Out of State 26,147,709 19,271,319 6,876,390 73.7%

 
 

Total $264,160,791 $182,829,685 $81,331,106 69.2%
 
Note: Data are by Region of domicile of the Deposit Initiator, not Region where redemption occurred. 
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New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Solid & Hazardous Materials 

Deposit and Redemption Statistics 
(10/1/2003 - 09/30/2004) 

                                                                   Table 3
Redemption Rate by Region and Beverage Type

 
BEER

Region Deposits Charged Deposits Redeemed Unclaimed Deposits Redemption Rate
1 $15,239,227 $9,751,465 $5,487,762 64.0%
2 54,862,565 41,390,717 13,471,848 75.4%
3 7,930,143 5,264,312 2,665,831 66.4%
4 3,636,519 3,208,524 427,996 88.2%
5 10,993,168 10,718,773 274,395 97.5%
6 5,304,595 4,805,480 499,115 90.6%
7 10,459,971 10,196,725 263,246 97.5%
8 11,425,077 9,530,575 1,894,502 83.4%
9 14,418,641 12,451,694 1,966,947 86.4%

Out of State 558,054 482,769 75,285 86.5%
Total Beer $134,827,960 $107,801,033 $27,026,927 80.0%

 
SODA

Region Deposits Charged Deposits Redeemed Unclaimed Deposits Redemption Rate
1 $18,711,518 $8,546,748 $10,164,770 45.7%
2 41,829,040 19,875,621 21,953,419 47.5%
3 15,144,513 6,884,703 8,259,809 45.5%
4 11,385,731 8,053,031 3,332,700 70.7%
5 2,989,060 2,125,838 863,222 71.1%
6 2,267,009 1,887,485 379,524 83.3%
7 2,638,738 1,685,738 953,000 63.9%
8 5,875,243 5,287,494 587,749 90.0%
9 2,863,701 1,870,638 993,062 65.3%

Out of State 25,589,655 18,788,551 6,801,104 73.4%
Total Soda $129,294,207 $75,005,847 $54,288,360 58.0%

 
WINE PRODUCTS

Region Deposits Charged Deposits Redeemed Unclaimed Deposits Redemption Rate
1 $0 $0 $0 0.0%
2 27,526 20,797 6,729 75.6%
3 0 0 0 0.0%
4 4 0 4 0.0%
5 2,240 0 2,240 0.0%
6 0 0 0 0.0%
7 851 705 146 82.8%
8 4,569 462 4,107 10.1%
9 3,435 842 2,593 24.5%

Out of State 0 0 0 0.0%
Total Wine products $38,625 $22,806 $15,819 59.0%
 
Note: Data are by Region of domicile of the Deposit Initiator, not Region where redemption occurred.
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New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Solid & Hazardous Materials 

Deposit and Redemption Statistics 
(10/1/2003 - 09/30/2004) 

                                                          Table 4
Beverage Containers by Type

 

Beverage Type
Number of Containers on which 

Deposits were Initiated
 
BEER CONTAINERS

Non-refillable 2,617,349,971 
Refillable 79,209,226 
  
TOTAL BEER CONTAINERS 2,696,559,197 
 

SODA CONTAINERS

Non-refillable 2,585,884,139 
Refillable 0 
  
TOTAL SODA CONTAINERS 2,585,884,139 
 
WINE PRODUCTS CONTAINERS 772,492 
  
 
TOTAL - ALL CONTAINERS 5,283,215,828
  
  
 
Note: Many survey respondents reported deposits initiated on refillable and non-refillable containers as 
combined totals. Unspecified containers were considered to be non-refillable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                          Page 6 of 8  



T
ab

le
 5

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
St

at
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f E
nv

ir
on

m
en

ta
l C

on
se

rv
at

io
n

D
iv

is
io

n 
of

 S
ol

id
 &

 H
az

ar
do

us
 M

at
er

ia
ls

B
ur

ea
u 

of
 S

ol
id

 W
as

te
, R

ed
uc

tio
n 

&
 R

ec
yc

lin
g

D
ep

os
it 

an
d 

R
ed

em
pt

io
n 

St
at

is
tic

s f
or

 th
e 

R
et

ur
na

bl
e 

B
ev

er
ag

e 
C

on
ta

in
er

 L
aw

Y
ea

r
D

ep
os

its
In

iti
at

ed
*

N
um

be
r 

of
C

on
ta

in
er

s*
*

D
ep

os
its

R
ed

ee
m

ed
*

N
um

be
r 

of
 

R
ed

ee
m

ed
C

on
ta

in
er

s*
*

U
nr

ed
ee

m
ed

D
ep

os
its

H
an

dl
in

g
Fe

es
 

Pa
id

*

R
ed

em
pt

io
n

R
at

e
T

on
s R

ec
yc

le
d 

by
 M

at
er

ia
l*

**
T

ot
al

 T
on

s
R

ec
yc

le
d

G
la

ss
A

lu
m

in
um

Pl
as

tic

03
-0

4
$2

64
,1

60
,7

91
5,

28
3,

21
5,

82
8

$1
82

,8
29

,6
85

3,
65

6,
59

3,
70

0
$8

1,
33

1,
10

6
$7

4,
81

7,
54

3
69

.2
%

10
6,

95
6

42
,0

42
54

,8
49

20
3,

84
6

02
-0

3
$2

83
,5

95
,5

61
5,

67
1,

91
1,

22
0

$1
96

,1
59

,4
48

3,
92

3,
18

8,
96

0
$8

7,
43

6,
11

3
$7

2,
35

6,
44

4
69

.2
%

11
4,

75
3

45
,1

07
58

,8
48

21
8,

70
8

01
-0

2
$2

96
,5

83
,8

54
5,

93
1,

67
7,

07
8

$2
08

,3
38

,9
50

4,
16

6,
77

9,
00

0
$8

8,
24

4,
90

4
$8

3,
79

7,
61

0
70

.2
%

12
1,

87
8

47
,9

08
62

,5
02

23
2,

28
8

00
-0

1
$2

83
,7

43
,5

54
5,

67
4,

87
1,

08
0

$1
97

,9
65

,9
83

3,
95

9,
31

9,
66

0
$8

5,
77

7,
57

1
$7

6,
55

9,
85

5
69

.8
%

11
5,

81
0

45
,5

22
59

,3
90

22
0,

72
2

99
-0

0
$2

74
,5

20
,9

19
5,

49
0,

41
8,

38
0

$1
89

,7
32

,4
65

3,
79

4,
64

9,
30

0
$8

4,
78

8,
45

4
$7

2,
04

4,
69

5
69

.1
%

11
0,

99
3

43
,6

29
56

,9
19

21
1,

54
1

98
-9

9
$2

94
,3

91
,7

13
5,

88
7,

83
4,

26
0

$2
11

,7
43

,8
54

4,
23

4,
87

7,
08

0
$8

2,
64

7,
85

9
$7

5,
62

4,
66

6
71

.9
%

12
3,

87
0

48
,6

90
63

,5
23

23
6,

08
3

97
-9

8
$2

64
,0

08
,2

76
5,

28
0,

16
5,

52
0

$1
97

,1
39

,2
45

3,
94

2,
78

4,
90

0
$6

6,
86

9,
03

1
$5

9,
14

1,
77

4
74

.7
%

11
5,

32
7

45
,3

32
59

,1
42

21
9,

80
1

96
-9

7
$2

55
,9

63
,6

32
5,

11
9,

27
2,

62
0

$1
94

,7
87

,3
84

3,
89

5,
74

7,
68

0
$6

1,
17

6,
24

8
$5

8,
43

6,
21

5
76

.1
%

21
9,

13
6

46
,2

13
24

,3
48

28
9,

69
7

95
-9

6
$2

47
,9

27
,1

63
4,

95
8,

54
3,

26
0

$1
87

,6
17

,9
80

3,
75

2,
35

9,
60

0
$6

0,
30

9,
18

3
$5

6,
28

5,
39

4
75

.7
%

21
1,

07
0

44
,5

12
23

,4
52

27
9,

03
4

94
-9

5
$2

76
,7

89
,5

53
5,

53
5,

79
1,

06
0

$2
14

,8
08

,1
35

4,
29

6,
16

2,
70

0
$6

1,
98

1,
41

8
$6

1,
40

1,
02

6
77

.6
%

24
1,

65
9

50
,9

63
26

,8
51

31
9,

47
3

93
-9

4
$2

85
,2

33
,8

45
5,

70
4,

67
6,

90
0

$2
17

,9
64

,1
11

4,
35

9,
28

2,
22

0
$6

7,
26

9,
73

4
$6

2,
78

0,
31

1
76

.4
%

24
5,

21
0

51
,7

12
27

,2
46

32
4,

16
8

92
-9

3
$2

85
,5

48
,0

74
5,

71
0,

96
1,

48
0

$2
18

,4
50

,4
17

4,
36

9,
00

8,
34

0
$6

7,
09

7,
65

7
$6

2,
58

4,
91

0
76

.5
%

24
5,

75
7

51
,8

27
27

,3
06

32
4,

89
0

91
-9

2
$2

90
,8

56
,0

00
5,

81
7,

12
0,

00
0

$2
22

,3
22

,0
00

4,
44

6,
44

0,
00

0
$6

8,
53

4,
00

0
$6

5,
02

9,
00

0
76

.4
%

25
0,

11
2

52
,7

46
27

,7
90

33
0,

64
8

90
-9

1
$3

07
,9

43
,0

00
6,

15
8,

86
0,

00
0

$2
33

,1
25

,0
00

4,
66

2,
50

0,
00

0
$7

4,
81

8,
00

0
$6

6,
69

7,
00

0
75

.7
%

26
2,

26
6

55
,3

09
29

,1
41

34
6,

71
6

89
-9

0
$3

09
,9

33
,0

00
6,

19
8,

66
0,

00
0

$2
24

,7
40

,0
00

4,
49

4,
80

0,
00

0
$8

5,
19

3,
00

0
$6

4,
36

0,
00

0
72

.5
%

25
2,

83
3

53
,3

20
28

,0
93

33
4,

24
6

88
-8

9
$2

97
,5

45
,5

00
5,

95
0,

91
0,

00
0

$2
13

,1
35

,7
00

4,
26

2,
71

4,
00

0
$8

4,
40

9,
80

0
$5

9,
36

0,
80

0
71

.6
%

23
9,

77
8

50
,5

66
26

,6
42

31
6,

98
6

87
-8

8
$3

01
,5

89
,0

00
6,

03
1,

78
0,

00
0

$2
21

,9
28

,0
00

4,
43

8,
56

0,
00

0
$7

9,
66

1,
00

0
$6

4,
01

1,
00

0
73

.6
%

24
9,

66
9

52
,6

52
27

,7
93

33
0,

11
4

86
-8

7
$2

88
,7

55
,6

52
5,

77
5,

11
3,

04
3

$2
22

,3
41

,8
52

4,
44

6,
83

7,
04

3
$6

6,
41

3,
80

0
$6

1,
52

8,
05

4
77

.0
%

25
0,

13
5

52
,7

51
27

,7
41

33
0,

62
7

85
-8

6
$2

90
,8

79
,5

24
5,

81
7,

59
0,

47
6

$2
29

,7
94

,8
24

4,
59

5,
89

6,
47

6
$6

1,
08

4,
70

0
$6

1,
98

0,
60

9
79

.0
%

25
8,

51
9

54
,5

19
28

,7
24

34
1,

76
2

84
-8

5
$2

82
,9

64
,0

00
5,

65
9,

28
0,

00
0

$2
26

,7
22

,6
00

4,
53

4,
45

2,
00

0
$5

6,
24

1,
40

0
$6

2,
11

2,
63

9
80

.1
%

25
5,

06
3

53
,7

90
28

,3
40

33
7,

19
3

83
-8

4
$1

92
,1

65
,2

97
3,

84
3,

30
5,

94
0

$1
37

,6
08

,2
65

2,
75

2,
16

5,
30

0
$5

4,
55

7,
03

2
$4

0,
94

6,
58

1
71

.6
%

15
4,

80
9

32
,6

48
17

,2
01

20
4,

65
8

T
ot

al
$5

,8
75

,0
97

,9
08

11
7,

50
1,

95
8,

14
5

$4
,3

49
,2

55
,8

98
86

,9
85

,1
17

,9
59

$1
,5

25
,8

42
,0

10
$1

,3
61

,8
56

,1
26

74
.0

0%
4,

14
5,

60
3

1,
02

1,
75

8
78

5,
84

1
5,

95
3,

20
1

 
   

* 
 D

at
a 

re
po

rte
d 

by
 d

ep
os

it 
in

iti
at

or
s.

 *
* 

A
ss

um
es

 th
at

 a
ll 

co
nt

ai
ne

rs
 h

av
e 

a 
m

in
im

um
 fi

ve
 c

en
ts

 d
ep

os
it

**
* 

A
ss

um
es

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
di

st
rib

ut
io

n:
  

 M
ar

ke
t S

ha
re

 o
f C

on
ta

in
er

s S
ol

d
C

on
ta

in
er

 W
ei

gh
t  

G
la

ss
 - 

13
%

 
0.

45
 lb

 
A

lu
m

in
um

 - 
63

%
  

0.
03

65
 lb

Pl
as

tic
 - 

24
%

 
0.

12
5 

 lb
Pe

rc
en

ta
ge

s a
dj

us
te

d 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

19
97

-9
8 

re
po

rt 
pe

rio
d.

  P
rio

r t
o 

th
at

, g
la

ss
 w

as
 2

5%
; a

lu
m

in
um

 6
5%

; a
nd

 p
la

st
ic

 1
0%

.




	Cover Page
	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Deposit System in NYS
	Survey Methodology
	Summary of Statistics
	Table 1-Yearly Deposits by Beverage Type
	Table 2-Consolidate Redemption Rate by Region
	Table 3-Redemption Rate by Region & Beverage Type
	Table 4-Beverage Containers by Type
	Table 5-Statistics of 1983-2004
	DEC Regional Office Map



