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MMoouunnttaaiinn  LLiioonn  SSiigghhttiinngg——
AAllbbaannyy  CCoouunnttyy

Investigators Canfield and Conroy, along with ECO
Canzeri, took notice of a photo advertisement in a
classified newspaper. The ad displayed a mountain
lion mount offered for sale for $1,400. The investigators
made arrangements to meet the advertiser to 
“purchase” the illegal mount. On the day of the meet-
ing, ECO Canzeri waited some distance away. After
the money was exchanged, the investigators gave
ECO Canzeri the signal to move in and make the
arrest. Tickets were issued for offering a protected
species for sale and for the illegal commercialization
of wildlife. The defendant paid a $500 fine and was
court-ordered to pay for an educational ad in the
same newspaper in which he had offered the mount
for sale. The mount was forfeited and donated to an
educational program.

HHee  AAsskkeedd  WWhhaatt??——HHaammiillttoonn  CCoouunnttyy
ECOs delaRosa and Dempster were driving to a 

training site in Indian Lake at around 9 AM. A pick-up
truck with two occupants pulled out of a driveway in
front of them. The truck pulled over to the shoulder
after travelling about 200 yards. The driver’s window
came down, and out the window came the driver’s
hand—holding a foaming can of beer. After the ECOs
pulled over and approached the truck, ECO Dempster
asked where the opened beer can was. The driver
replied he had thrown it out the window because it
was foaming all over his lap. As the passenger exited
the truck to retrieve the beer can, ECO delaRosa
issued the driver tickets for possessing an open 
container in a vehicle and for littering. As ECO

delaRosa wrote the tickets, the driver of the pick-up
asked for a break because he was concerned the 
incident “might jeopardize his job teaching driver’s
education.”

OOppeerraattiioonn  TTrroouutt——SSuuffffoollkk  CCoouunnttyy
With DEC’s Bureau of Fisheries in the midst of

their trout stocking program, Lt. Huss directed ECOs
in his unit to organize several undercover patrols to
address the increasing problem of greedy individuals
taking more than the daily limit of trout. The first of
these patrols was conducted by ECOs Caifa and
Sincebaugh at Lower Lake on the Carmens River in
Yaphank.  As the officers fished in plain clothes, they
observed two subjects catch their limit and leave. A
short time later, the subjects returned and caught
another limit. As they started to head for their 
vehicles again, the ECOs stopped them and identified
themselves. The surprised subjects dejectedly 
accepted their tickets. The next morning, ECOs
Sincebaugh, Blaising, and Simmons returned to the
same area. ECO Blaising, dressed in plain clothes,
observed a subject in possession of several trout.
After the officer casually asked him how he was
doing, the subject replied that he was doing fine, and
that he had five trout (two more than the daily limit).
The subject continued to catch and keep fish, despite
being told by the undercover ECO that the daily limit
was three trout. When ECO Sincebaugh arrived in
full uniform, the subject threw one trout back into
the water, explaining to the officer that he was culling
his catch (which, incidentally, is also illegal). The
embarrassed fisherman was issued a ticket for 
possessing trout in excess of the daily limit. 

RReeaall  ssttoorriieess  ffrroomm ooffffiicceerrss  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd

Compiled by Lt. Colonel Bob Lucas
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