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RULING OF THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE ON ISSUES AND
PARTY STATUS, AND ORDERS OF DISPOSITION

Staff of the Department of Environmental Conservation
(““Department”) proposes to issue compulsory integration orders
pursuant to Environmental Conservation Law (“ECL”) § 23-0901,
integrating mineral iInterests within the above captioned spacing
units. The mineral interests concerned are those relating to
the Trenton-Black River natural gas formation.

PROCEEDINGS

Separate compulsory integration hearings, conducted by
Department staff pursuant to ECL 23-0901(3)(b), were held on
each of these seven natural gas wells. At the integration
hearings, the well operator or other uncontrolled mineral
interest owners! raised objections to the Department’s proposed
terms of integration.? Pursuant to ECL 23-0901(3)(d), based upon
the objections raised at the integration hearings, Department
staff referred the matters to the Department’s Office of
Hearings and Mediation Services (“OHMS”) for administrative
adjudicatory proceedings pursuant to part 624 of title 6 of the
Official Compilation of Codes, Rules and Regulations of the
State of New York (6 NYCRR”) (“Part 624”). The matters were
assigned to Chief Administrative Law Judge (*“ALJ”) James T.

L “Uncontrolled owners” are mineral interest owners in a well

spacing unit who have not entered into a voluntary lease or
participation agreement with the well operator (see ECL 23-
0901[3]1[b1) -

2 For a more complete recitation of the entire procedural
history of the Drumm 1 proceeding, see Matter of Drumm 1, ALJ
Ruling, Sept. 26, 2006, and Matter of Drumm 1, Commissioner
Ruling on Motion for Expedited Appeal, Nov. 30, 2007.
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McClymonds as presiding ALJ. Because common Issues were
presented, these matters have been joined for proceedings on
joint records, and are being addressed in this joint ruling.

State Environmental Quality Review Act (““SERQA”) Status

In July 1992, Department staff published a Final
Generic Environmental Impact Statement on the Oil, Gas and
Solution Mining Regulatory Program (“GEIS”). On September 1,
1992, Department staff issued a SEQRA (ECL article 8) findings
statement concluding that the conduct of compulsory integration
hearings pursuant to ECL article 23 would have no significant
impact on the environment. Department staff, on behalf of the
Department as lead agency, determined that these proceedings are
being carried out in conformance with the conditions and
thresholds established for compulsory integration hearings in
the GEIS and the findings statement. Accordingly, no further
action i1s required under SEQRA (see 6 NYCRR 617.10[d][1])-

Drumm 1, SRA3 1, Usack 1, and Winter 1-A

A joint notice of public legislative hearing and
issues conference dated April 4, 2008, was published in the
Department’s Environmental Notice Bulletin (“ENB”) on April 9,
2008, for proceedings on six natural gas wells: Drumm 1 (APl No.
31-101-23154-00-00, located in the Town of Bradford, Steuben
County); J. Drumm 1 (API No. 31-101-23985-00-00, Town of
Thurston, Steuben County); SRA3 1 (APl No. 31-097-23072-00-00,
Town of Orange, Schuyler County); Usack 1 (APl No. 31-015-22933-
00-00, Town of Erin, Chemung County); Winkky 1 (APl No. 31-015-
23950-00-00); and Winter 1-A (APl No. 31-107-23855-01-00, Town
of Spencer, Tioga County). The notice was also published in the
Watkins Glen Review and Express on April 9, 2008, and the
Corning Leader, the Elmira Star-Gazette, and the Sayre Morning
Times on April 11, 2008.

Timely notices of appearance were Tiled by well
operators Fortuna Energy Inc. and Chesapeake Appalachia, LLC,
and by uncontrolled owners Western Land Services, Inc. (“WLS”),
and WhitMar Exploration Company, Inc., In accordance with the
procedural ruling In Matter of Dzybon, et al. (ALJ Ruling on
Procedural Issues, June 6, 2007, appeal pending). No petitions
for party status were fTiled.




A joint legislative hearing was conducted as scheduled
in Montour Falls, New York, on May 13, 2008, from 1:00 P.M. to
1:13 P.M. For a summary of comments made at the legislative
hearing, see the Ruling of the Administrative Law Judge on
Issues and Party Status in Matter of J. Drumm 1, et al. (June
11, 2008, at 3).

A joint issues conference convened at 1:21 P.M. after
the conclusion of the legislative hearing. At the conclusion of
the i1ssues conference, well operators Fortuna (all units except
Usack 1), and Chesapeake Appalachia (Usack 1), stipulated to pay
all moneys not in dispute to any owners who have participated
through the compulsory integration process (see Drumm 1, et al.
Issues Conference Transcript [“IC Trans”], at 208-209). No
objections were raised to the well operators’ stipulation. The
issues conference concluded at 5:40 P.M.

After the issues conference, the presiding ALJ denied
Fortuna®s motion to stay proceedings in Winter 1-A pending
resolution of a title dispute between i1t and WhitMar Exploration
commenced in Supreme Court, Tioga County (see Matter of Winter
1-A, ALJ Ruling on Motion to Stay Proceeding, May 20, 2008).
The ALJ ruling was affirmed by the Commissioner on appeal (see
Ruling and Interim Decision of the Commissioner, Oct. 20, 2008).

The presiding ALJ subsequently severed the proceedings
in J. Drumm 1 and Winkky 1 from the remaining proceedings, and
joined J. Drumm 1 and Winkky 1 with the appeals pending iIn
Matter of Beach W1, et al. (see Matter of J. Drumm 1, Ruling of
the ALJ on Issues and Party Status, June 11, 2008, at 5).
Thereafter, post-issues conference briefs and replies were filed
by the appearing parties in the remaining proceedings.

Stage 1

After the compulsory integration hearing concerning
the Stage 1 well (APl 31-015-26058-00-00, Town of Baldwin,
Chemung County), but before the matter was referred to OHMS for
adjudicatory proceedings, well operator Chesapeake Appalachia
moved for summary dismissal of issues raised by uncontrolled
owners at the integration hearing. The presiding ALJ denied the
motion on procedural grounds (see Matter of Stage 1, ALJ Ruling
on Motion for Summary Dismissal, May 30, 2008).

After the matter was referred to OHMS, a notice of
public legislative hearing and deadline for the filing of
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notices of appearance and petitions for party status dated June
16, 2008, was published in the June 18, 2008, ENB. The notice

was also published in the Corning Leader on June 19, 2008, and

the Elmira Star-Gazette on June 20, 2008.

Timely notices of appearance were fTiled by well
operator Chesapeake Appalachia, and uncontrolled owners
Southwestern Oil Co. and Buck Mountain Associates, Inc. No
petitions for party status were fTiled.

The legislative hearing was conducted as scheduled in
EImira, New York, on July 16, 2008, from 5:00 P.M. to 5:30 P.M.
Three persons attended the hearing and one person spoke. Rachel
Treichler, an attorney representing landowners in the gas
leasing process, spoke in favor of Department staff’s position
concerning uncontrolled owners” access to well data and site
access, and urged that an environmental iImpact statement be
prepared for the Stage 1 well. No other oral or written
comments were provided. At the close of the legislative
hearing, the ALJ notified attendees that the i1ssues conference
was scheduled for July 24, 2008.

The issues conference was conducted on July 24, 2008,
as scheduled. Thereafter, Chesapeake filed an August 15, 2008,
post-issues conference brief, and Department staff and the
uncontrolled owners filed replies on August 29, 2008. The
presiding ALJ granted WLC Gas Holding, LLC, an uncontrolled
owner iIn the Bosket 1 proceeding, and Fortuna, the well operator
in Bosket 1, amicus status in Stage 1. WLC Gas Holding filed an
amicus brief dated August 29, 2008. Fortuna had previously
offered an amicus filing dated April 4, 2008.

On August 5, 2009, counsel for uncontrolled owners
Southwestern Oil and Buck Mountain informed the presiding ALJ
that the parties to the Stage 1 unit had entered into a
confidential settlement agreement resolving all issues
concerning the draft integration order. Consistent with the
Department’s Organization and Delegation Memorandum 94-13,
Chesapeake filed a signed, written statement dated August 24,
2009, confirming that based upon the execution of a
confidentiality agreement, it withdrew all objections raised in
its July 9, 2009, notice of appearance. A signed statement from
the uncontrolled owners withdrawing all issues raised iIn their
notices of appearance was fTiled October 6, 2009.

The presiding ALJ informed the parties to the Stage 1
proceeding by email that their arguments on the issue of the
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well operator’s authority to drill prior to the completion of
integration proceedings would be iIncorporated into and
considered i1n the other proceedings In which the issue is
raised. Accordingly, issues conference exhibits 5A through 14
offered In Stage 1 are entered into the issues conference record
in the Bosket 1 and Winter 1-A proceedings (see Matter of Drumm
1, et al. Issues Conference Exhibit List, attached).

Allington 1 and Bosket 1

A joint notice of legislative hearing and deadline for
the filing of notices of appearance and petitions for party
status dated September 9, 2008, was published in the September
10, 2008, ENB for the Allington 1 (APl 31-015-26096-00-00, Town
of Horseheads, Chemung County) and Bosket 1 (APl 31-101-26073-
00-00, Town of Campbell, Steuben County) natural gas wells. The
notice was also published in the Corning Leader and the Elmira
Star-Gazette on September 17, 2008.

Timely notices of appearance were fTiled by
uncontrolled owners WLS and W3 Gas Development, LLC (Allington
1), and WLC Gas Holding, LLC (Bosket 1). By letter dated
October 16, 2008, well operator East Resources (Allington 1)
raised objections to issues raised by W3 Gas Development, and
informed the presiding ALJ that WLS and Fortuna had entered into
a joint operating agreement with East Resources. Accordingly,
East Resources argued that all issues were rendered moot in
Allington 1. Both well operators East Resources, Inc., and
Fortuna (Bosket 1) appeared at the joint legislative hearing and
issues conference.

1. Legislative Hearing

The legislative hearing was convened on October 20,
2008, at 1:00 P.M. in Horseheads, New York. Nine people
attended the hearing, and two attendees gave oral statements.

Vincent Stalis, president of Buck Mountain
Association, raised three issues he wished to have considered in
these or future proceedings. The issue concerned (1) whether
well production data would be provided to uncontrolled owners
during the pendency of integration proceedings; (2) whether ECL
article 23 authorizes the deduction of gathering line and
compression fees from uncontrolled owners; and (3) whether



article 23 requires royalties to be paid during the 200 percent
risk penalty recovery phase of production.

Christopher Denton, Esq., counsel to the New York
Natural Resource Owner’s Association, addressed the issue
concerning the well operators” authority to drill prior to the
completion of the compulsory integration process. Mr. Denton
argued against allowing well operators to drill prior to the
issuance of a final order of iIntegration. In the alternative,
Mr. Denton argued that if the well operators are allowed to
drill prior to integration, non-participating owners should not
be charged the 200 percent risk penalty under the statute.

Because no other oral statements were offered, the
legislative hearing concluded at 1:25 P._M.

2. Issues Conference

At the i1ssues conference on Bosket 1, WLC Gas Holding
withdrew all issues raised at the compulsory integration hearing
except the well data and site access issue, and the issue
concerning the well operators” authority to drill prior to
completion of the integration process. With respect to the
prior drilling issue, WLC Gas Holding relied on i1ts amicus brief
in Stage 1.

During the issues conference on Allington 1, W3 Gas
Development withdrew all issues. In addition, the ALJ confirmed
that WLS had entered into a joint operating agreement with East
Resources and Fortuna, and that East Resources had transferred
its interest in the Allington 1 well to Fortuna (see Allington
1, et al. IC Trans, at 41-42). Because all issues had been
either waived or settled and, thus, no issues remained for
adjudication, the matter was remanded to Department staff to
issue a Tinal compulsory integration order. The final
integration order was issued January 16, 2009 (see DEC Order No.
DMN 08-26). Accordingly, the adjudicatory hearing record in
Allington 1 may now be closed.




DISCUSSION

Standards for Adjudication

The purpose of an i1ssues conference i1s, among other
things, to hear, i1dentify, narrow and potentially resolve the
issues raised by the issues conference participants, and to
determine party status for any subsequent adjudicatory
proceedings (see 6 NYCRR 624.4[b][2]). With respect to party
status, | have concluded that, in addition to Department staff,
the well operators and all uncontrolled owners in a spacing unit
are mandatory parties under Part 624 for purposes of
administrative adjudicatory proceedings on proposed integration
orders under Article 23 (see 6 NYCRR 624.5[a]; Matter of Beach
W1, et al., Ruling of the Administrative Law Judge on Issues and
Party Status, March 14, 2008, at 6-10, appeal pending; Matter of
Dzybon, et al., ALJ Ruling on Procedural Issues, June 6, 2007,
at 6-8, appeal pending).®

In these cases, the well operators Fortuna and
Chesapeake Appalachia, and all uncontrolled owners Tiling
notices of appearance are mandatory parties. No petitions for
party status were otherwise filed by third parties to the
spacing units and, accordingly, party status need not be
addressed further.

With respect to issues of fact raised by the mandatory
parties, the purpose of an issues conference is to narrow or
resolve disputed fact issues without resort to taking testimony,
and hear argument on whether unresolved issues of fact meet the
standard for adjudication provided for in 6 NYCRR 624.4(c) (see
6 NYCRR 624 .4[b][2][i1], [11i])- With respect to issues of law,
the issues conference is used to determine whether legal i1ssues
exist whose resolution is not dependent upon disputed facts and,
iIT so, to hear argument on the merits of those iIssues (see 6
NYCCR 624 .4[b][iv])- The standard for adjudication for issues
raised by mandatory parties is whether the issue (1) relates to
a dispute between Department staff and a well operator or
uncontrolled owner over a substantial term or condition of the
proposed integration order, or (2) relates to a matter cited by

®  The rationale for treating the well operators and

uncontrolled owners as mandatory parties under Part 624 is

articulated in the ALJ rulings in Beach W1 and Dzybon 1. 1
incorporate that rationale by reference and, thus, will not
repeat it here.



Department staff as a basis to deny the integration order or a
proposed term thereof and is contested by the well operator or
other uncontrolled mineral interest owner (see 6 NYCRR

624 _.4[c][1]1[1]., [ii]; Beach W1, et al. ALJ Ruling at 6).

Statutory Background

As has previously been noted, chapter 386 of the Laws
of 2005 made significant changes to the provisions of ECL
article 23 governing the permitting of, spacing for, and the
integration of mineral interests within oil and gas wells in New
York State (see, e.g., Matter of Fred Andrews 1-A, Interim
Decision of the Commissioner, Jan. 7, 2009, at 2-6). A
significant reform of the 2005 amendment was to change the
field-wide approach to well unit spacing and integration under
the pre-2005 amendments to a unit-by-unit approach. Another
significant aspect of the new law was to move unit spacing and
integration to earlier in the well development process,
preferably before the well was drilled and production started.
This is in contrast to the practice under the pre-amendment law,
where the establishment of spacing units and the integration of
mineral iInterests did not occur until often long after the
subject wells were drilled and production begun. The purposes
of these changes was to remove the uncertainty associated with
the development of oil and natural gas wells, and to reduce the
delay and conflicts among operators and other mineral interest
owners that often occurred under the pre-2005 law (see Senate
Sponsor Mem in Support, 2005 McKinney’s Session Laws of NY, at
2254).

Another especially important goal of the 2005
amendments was to clarify and simplify the potential methods for
integrating ownership interests in a well unit absent voluntary
agreement among the mineral interest holders (see i1d.). Central
to this reform are statutory provisions expressly recognizing
the right of mineral owners to elect their integration status,
and clarifying their right to receive a full working interest in
a well’s production based upon their upfront participation iIn
well costs (see id.). In addition to removing uncertainty from
the iIntegration process and reducing conflict, these reforms
were intended to allocate risks and responsibilities for oil and
gas well development among operators and mineral interest
owners, both leased and unleased, on a reasonable and equitable
basis (see 1d.).
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For a more detailed explanation of the changes
effected by the 2005 amendments, see the Commissioner’s Interim
Decision in Andrews 1-A (Interim Decision, at 2-6). In sum, the
process under the 2005 amendments is as follows. A well
operator seeking to develop a well must file with the Department
an application for a permit to drill (see ECL 23-0501[2]). To
obtain a permit to drill into a particular oil or natural gas
formation, the operator must control, through fee ownership,
voluntary agreement, or compulsory integration, no less than
sixty percent of the acreage within the proposed spacing unit
for the well (see id.).

In addition, the applicant must propose a spacing unit
for the well (see ECL 23-0501[2][a]). Where the proposed
spacing unit conforms to State-wide spacing requirements for the
oil or gas formation sought to be developed (see ECL 23-
0501[1][b]1[1]1), the Department must publish a notice of intent
to issue a well permit in the ENB (see ECL 23-0503[2]).
Thereafter, the Department issues the permit to drill, and
thereby establishes the spacing unit for the well, as a matter
of law and without any further spacing order (see id.). Where
the proposed spacing unit does not conform to State-wide spacing
requirements, section 23-0503(3) provides a procedure for
noticing and issuing a spacing order upon a determination by
Department staff that the non-conforming unit satisfies the
policy objectives of ECL 23-0301.

With respect to the integration of mineral interests
in a spacing unit, if at the time the permit to drill is issued,
the well operator does not control all owners within the spacing
unit, either through lease or voluntary agreement, the
Department initiates compulsory integration proceedings (see ECL
23-0901[3][b])- These proceedings involve notice to
uncontrolled owners and the distribution of election forms to
those owners (see ECL 23-0901[3])- An uncontrolled owner may
elect to participate as an integrated participating owner, an
integrated non-participating owner or a royalty owner (see ECL
23-0901[3]1Icll2])- An iIntegrated participating owner (“IP0O) is
an owner who elects to participate in the initial well In a
spacing unit, pays all costs associated with participation, and
complies with all of the requirements for participation (see ECL
23-0901[3]Iall2])- A non-participating owner (“NPO”) 1iIs an
owner who elects to reimburse the well operator, out of
production proceeds, iIf any, for the owner’s proportionate share
of actual well costs, subject to a risk penalty of 200 percent
of well costs (see ECL 23-0901[3][al[1])-

11



After the election forms are filed, Department staff
convenes a compulsory integration hearing where the elections
are ratified, and objections to the terms of iIntegration are
heard. |1f no substantive and significant Issues are raised at
the integration hearing, a final iIntegration order is issued
(see ECL 23-0901[3][e])- |If substantive and significant issues
are raised at the integration hearing, the matter is referred to
OHMS for adjudicatory proceedings and final decision by the
Commissioner before the final integration order is issued (see
ECL 23-0901[3][dD)-

Issues Presented for Adjudication

A. Well Operators” Authority to Drill Prior to Completion of
the Compulsory Integration Process (Bosket 1 and Winter 1-A
units)

An issue common to the Bosket 1 and Winter 1-A
proceedings concerns the well operators” authority to drill a
natural gas well prior to completion of the compulsory
integration process and the issuance of a final order of
integration.® The issue concerns a provision of article 23
governing well permit applications, which provides:

Every person who applies for a permit to
drill an oil or gas well . . . shall provide
the Department with: . . . A demonstration
that the applicant controls the oil or gas

4 Written submission on this issue were filed by the parties to

the Stage 1 proceeding in response to Chesapeake Appalachia’s
pre-issues conference motion for summary dismissal and interim
relief. In addition, the parties to the Bosket 1 proceeding
were granted amicus status in Stage 1 by the ALJ, and submitted
briefs on the issue in that proceeding. The parties in Winter
1-A have relied upon the written submissions in Stage 1 on this
issue. As noted above, Stage 1 has since been settled. As also
noted above, the written submissions in Stage 1 relied upon by
the parties in the remaining units have been made a part of the
record here and considered in connection with this issue (see
Drumm 1, et al. Issues Conference Exhibits [“IC Exhs”] 5A-14).

Oral arguments on this issue were made during the issues
conference in Drumm 1, et al. (see Drumm 1, et al. IC Trans, at
170-207).
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rights, as applicable, in the target
formation to be penetrated by the wellbore,
provided that, if the applicant does not
control such oil or gas rights, the
department shall issue a permit that is
conditional upon the applicant completing
the iIntegration process required by section
23-0901 of this article before the applicant
can exercise the right to drill . . . under
the permit

(ECL 23-0501[2]1[bD).

1. Positions of the Parties

Uncontrolled owners iIn the Bosket 1 and Winter 1-A
units challenge Department staff’s failure to condition well
permits pursuant to section 23-0501(2)(b) when the well operator
controls less than 100 percent of the mineral rights for a
target formation In any given unit. In other words, the
uncontrolled owners argue that before a well operator may
receive an unconditional permit to drill into the Trenton-Black
River (“TBR”) natural gas formation In a spacing unit, the
operator must control 100 percent of the mineral interests in
the TBR iIn that unit. For units, such as Bosket 1 and Winter 1-
A, where the well operator does not control 100 percent of the
TBR mineral interests in the unit, the uncontrolled owners argue
that the operators may not drill or bring a well into production
until after a final order of integration for the unit iIs issued
by the Department.

The uncontrolled owners assert that by allowing the
operators to drill prior to the completion of the iIntegration
process undermines one of the key legislative goals of the 2005
amendments, namely, to reverse the order of events under the old
law. The 2005 amendments establish a process whereby all
decision making concerning integration occurs prior to the
development of a well and during a time when the element of risk
still exists for all parties. Allowing drilling prior to
integration allows operators the “free look” at well
productivity prior to integration that the 2005 amendments
sought to avoid, according to the uncontrolled owners.

Moreover, the uncontrolled owners argue that allowing pre-
integration drilling deprives them of the benefits of receiving
well data and access to the drilling rig at the time the well 1is
being drilled. The uncontrolled owners also assert that the
practice complicates decision making concerning drilling
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operations subsequent to the initial drilling episode, which
often occurs in TBR wells, or the construction of surface

facilities. In addition, the uncontrolled owners are concerned
that they will be prevented from participating as an IPO at
cost. Instead, they fear that their participation will be

limited to either NPO status, and thus subject to a risk
penalty, or to a royalty interest, as the Department has
proposed in the transition well context where the well has been
drilled prior to integration.

Department staff disputes the uncontrolled owners’
reading of section 23-0501(2)(b). Department staff asserts that
section 23-0501(2)(b) only requires a demonstration that the
mineral iInterests of the parcels within the unit through which
the wellbore passes are controlled, not the mineral interest for
the entire unit. Staff contends that the uncontrolled owners
reading of section 23-0501(2)(b) conflicts not only with the
plain meaning of the statute, but also its legislative history
and purpose. In support of i1ts position, staff submits the
affidavit of staff member Kathleen Sanford, Permits Section
Chief, Bureau of Oil and Gas Regulation, Division of Mineral
Resources, who was involved in the legislative negotiations
leading up to the 2005 amendments (see Sanford Affidavit, IC Exh
6B [attached]).

The well operators agree with and support Department
staff’s iInterpretation of section 23-0501(2)(b).

2. Discussion

As an initial matter, the uncontrolled owners” issue
raises a challenge, at least in part, to the terms of the well
permits, which are not before me in these proceedings. However,
the i1ssue has the potential to impact the integration process
and the terms of integration iIn the final integration orders,
which are before me (see 6 NYCRR 624.4[c][i]., [1i]). Thus, the
issue is reviewable In this proceeding. Moreover, the issue
involves a legal issue of statutory construction that is not
dependent upon any facts in substantial dispute.® Accordingly,

® The parties do not dispute that the ownership tabulations for
the Bosket 1 and Winter 1-A units indicate less than 100 percent
control of those units by Fortuna (see Bosket 1 Ownership
Tabulation, IC Exh 3B, DMN 3; Winter 1-A Ownership Tabulation,
IC Exh 3E, DMN 3). Nor do the parties dispute that Department
staff i1ssued well permits without the section 23-0501(2)(b)
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the issue may be resolved at the issues ruling stage of these
proceedings (see 6 NYCRR 624.4[b][2][iv], [51[11i]).

Starting with the plain language of the statute (see
Majewski v Broadalbin-Perth Cent. School Dist., 91 Ny2d 577, 583
[1998]; McKinney’s Cons Laws of NY, Book 1, Statutes § 94),
Department staff has the better reading. Section 23-0501(2)(b)
expressly requires the well operator to demonstrate that it
controls all gas rights “in a target formation” for those
parcels “to be penetrated by the wellbore” to receive an
unconditional permit to drill. A fair reading of the statute
supports the conclusion that both the terms “in the target
formation” and “to be penetrated by the wellbore” modify the
term ““gas rights.” The term “in the target formation” limits
the relevant gas rights to those of the target gas bearing
formation sought to be developed. For example, where the target
formation sought to be developed i1s the TBR natural gas
formation, the term limits the relevant mineral interests to gas
rights in the TBR.

The term “to be penetrated by the wellbore” further
modifies the term ““gas rights.” In other words, to obtain an
unconditional permit to drill, the operator must demonstrate
control of the gas rights proposed to be penetrated by the
wellbore. Thus, where a well operator proposes to develop the
TBR, the operator need only demonstrate that it controls the TBR
gas rights in the parcels within a spacing unit through which
the wellbore passes.

The uncontrolled owners” reading of the statute as
requiring the well operator to control all target gas interests
in a unit before it may receive an unconditional permit to drill
conflates the two statutory clauses. They read the term “to be
penetrated by the wellbore” as modifying “in the target
formation,” not “gas rights.” This reading, however, renders
the term “to be penetrated by the wellbore” superfluous. If the
Legislature intended for the well operator to control all gas
interests in the target formation, no reason exists to add the
additional modifier “to be penetrated by the wellbore” to the
term ““gas rights in the target formation.” Principles of
statutory construction disfavor interpretations that render

condition for the subject wells, presumably based upon a showing
by Fortuna that it controlled the mineral interests through
which the wellbore was proposed to pass. Accordingly, no facts
relevant to this issue are in material dispute.
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terms superfluous (see Matter of OnBank & Trust Co., 90 NY2d
725, 731 [1997]; Statutes 8 98[a]).-

Moreover, when the Legislature intended for a well
operator to control all or some portion of the target gas
interests In a unit, 1t consistently refers to the “spacing
unit,” not “the target formation to be penetrated by the
wellbore,” to do so. For example, to apply for a well permit,
the operator must “control . . . no less than sixty percent of
the acreage within the proposed spacing unit for such well” (ECL
23-0501[2] [emphasis added]). A compulsory integration hearing
is required when upon issuance of a well permit, the well
operator ‘“does not control all owners within the spacing unit”
(ECL 23-0901[3][b] [emphasis added]). By using the term
“wellbore” in section 23-0501(2)(b), it is reasonable to
conclude that the Legislature intended for a well operator to
control all gas rights iIn the parcels through which the wellbore
iIs proposed to pass, as asserted by Department staff, not all
gas rights within the spacing unit, as the uncontrolled owners
assert. Consistent with other statutory sections, i1f the
Legislature had intended for the well operator to control all
owners “within the spacing unit” to obtain an unconditional
permit to drill, it would have said so.

Reference to the legislative history and purpose of
section 23-0501(2)(b) further supports Department staff’s
reading (see Riley v County of Broome, 95 NY2d 455, 463-464
[2000]; Statutes 88 95, 124 ). As explained by Ms. Sanford,
whose affidavit in Stage 1 and explanation at the issues
conference in Winter 1-A are uncontradicted by the parties,
during the negotiations that led to the 2005 amendments, well
operators negotiated for the ability to drill wells prior to the
issuance of integration orders. The operators were concerned
that 1T control of an entire unit was required before drilling
could commence, an uncontrolled mineral rights owner with a very
small amount of acreage could hold up drilling to the detriment
of other owners in the unit (see Sanford Affid, at T 11; Drumm
1, et al. IC Trans, at 182-184). This delay could result in the
loss of drilling opportunities due to rig scheduling, and the
expiration of leases (see id.). On the other hand, a competing
concern was that well operators would trespass on uncontrolled
interests 1t the wellbore passed through an uncontrolled parcel
(see id.). Accordingly, section 23-0501(2)(b) was adopted to
allow the well operator to drill prior to the issuance of an
integration order, where one was required, except where the path
of the wellbore included an uncontrolled tract.
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Contrary to the uncontrolled owners” assertion,
allowing a well operator to drill prior to issuance of an
integration order does not unduly limit the participation rights
of an uncontrolled owner, particularly one seeking IPO status.
As Department staff made clear, based upon the assertion by well
operators that drilling prior to the integration order would be
rare, section 23-0501(2)(b) was adopted with industry’s clear
understanding that pre-integration order drilling would be at
the well operators” sole risk, and without prejudice to the
uncontrolled owners” right to elect their participation status
as set out in article 23 (see i1d.; IC Trans, at 186-187). In
addition, well operators also understood that by drilling prior
to integration, they would potentially be providing uncontrolled
owners with a “free look” at well productivity (see Department
Staff’s Post-Issues Conference Brief [Drumm 1, et al.], at 8).
Thus, Department staff stated that i1t would not seek to charge
an IPO a risk penalty where the well operator has drilled a well
prior to the integration order and provided a “free look” at
well productivity prior to integration.

Indeed, Department staff did precisely what it said it
would do In these cases. Both the Bosket 1 well and the Winter
1-A well were drilled prior to the issuance of the integration
orders for those wells. In Winter 1-A, WhitMar Exploration
sought i1ntegration as an IPO and, in its proposed integration
order, staff accepted WhitMar’s election (see Matter of Winter
1-A Draft Order No. DMN 08-04, IC Exh 3E, Exhs DMN 9, DMN 10).
Nothing In the record indicates that Department staff imposed a
risk penalty upon WhitMar. Accordingly, WhitMar’s participation
in the Winter 1-A unit as an IPO has not been prejudiced by
Fortuna’s decision to drill prior to completion of the
integration process.

Similarly, in Bosket 1, WLC Gas Holding elected to
participate as an NPO, which Department staff accepted (see
Matter of Bosket 1 Draft Order No. DMN 08-15, IC Exh 3B, Exhs
DMN 5, DMN 6). Thus, WLC’s determination to participate in the
Bosket 1 unit has not been prejudiced by Fortuna’s decision to
drill prior to issuance of the integration order.

With respect to the uncontrolled owners” argument that
allowing pre-integration drilling deprives them of the right to
well data and well site access contemporaneous with well
drilling operations, whether uncontrolled owners are entitled to
contemporaneous well data and site access Is an open question
presently pending in other proceedings (see Access to Well
Date/Well Site Access Issue, below). Whether or not
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uncontrolled owners have the right asserted, the statute clearly
allows pre-integration drilling In the circumstance presented
here. I will reserve decision until after the issue of the
uncontrolled owners” right to well data and site access 1is
resolved before addressing whether pre-integration drilling
improperly deprives them of their rights.

At the compulsory integration hearing in Bosket 1, WLC
argued that if the Department was going to allow well operators
to drill prior to integration, the following condition should be
added to the integration order:

In the event that the well operator shall
commence any drilling prior to the issuance
of the final order of integration, no risk
penalty shall be assessed for such drilling
costs as were iIncurred before the dated of
issuance of said order.

WLC contended that this provision is supported by ECL article
23. WLC has not further elaborated upon, in briefing or oral
argument, the statutory authority for this condition. At the
legislative hearing in Bosket 1, however, the New York State
Natural Resource Landowner’s Association (“NYSNRLA™)
(represented by the same counsel as represented WLC) argued that
the Department should impose this condition pursuant to its
power to issue integration orders on terms and conditions that
are “just and reasonable” to prevent alleged abuse by the well
operators (see ECL 23-0901[3]).

With respect to IPOs, this issue Is academic. As
noted above, Department staff is not imposing a risk penalty
against IPOs when the well operators drill prior to completion
of the integration process. With respect to NPOs, the
implication of this proposal is that if a well operator drills
prior to integration, the NPO would reimburse the well operator
out of production proceeds for the NPO’s proportionate share of
actual well costs without paying a risk penalty (see ECL 23-
0901[3][all1l])- In other words, the NPO’s share of well costs
would be financed up front by the well operator, and would be
recouped by the operator from production proceeds without
payment of a risk penalty.

To the extent WLC argues its condition as a penalty
for drilling prior to integration where the well operator
controls all parcels within a spacing unit penetrated by the
wellbore, the issue i1s rendered academic by the conclusion that

18



the statute authorizes drilling In that context. To the extent
WLC argues its condition as a penalty for drilling prior to
integration where the well operator does not control all parcels
within a spacing unit penetrated by the wellbore, no statutory
provision authorizes such a penalty iIn addition to those already
provided for (see ECL 71-1301, et seq.).

To the extent WLC adopts the NYSNRLA position that the
condition should be imposed even when drilling prior to
integration is statutorily authorized, as it is, WLC has failed
to identify a statutory basis for imposing the condition and
relieving NPOs of the obligation to pay a risk penalty when the
well operator has drilled prior to integration (see Senate
Sponsor Mem in Support, 2005 McKinney’s Session Laws of NY, at
2254 [risk penalty is for owners who wish to make no up front
investment in a well, but wish to obtain a potentially greater
share 1n revenue]). Moreover, WLC has failed to make a showing
on this record sufficient to require adjudication of factual
issues concerning the exercise of the Department’s authority to
impose “just and reasonable” terms of integration, even assuming
without deciding that that authority may be exercised to waive
the NPO’s statutory risk penalty obligation in this
circumstance.

In sum, under section 23-0501(2)(b), a well operator
has the right to drill a well upon issuance of a well permit and
prior to issuance of an integration order, provided the well
operator controls the relevant mineral iInterests in the parcels
within a spacing unit through which the wellbore passes. If the
operator exercises that right, however, it does so at its sole
risk and without prejudice to the uncontrolled owners” right to
elect their participation status under article 23. On the other
hand, 1Tt the well operator does not control the mineral
interests i1n the parcels through which the wellbore passes, the
well permit will contain a condition requiring completion of the
title 9 iIntegration process before the right to drill may be
exercised by the well operator. Any violation of this condition
would potentially expose the well operator to enforcement
proceedings.
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B. Costs for Subsequent Operations Conducted Prior to
Integration (Winter 1-A)

In its notice of appearance and at the issues
conference iIn Winter 1-A, Fortuna raised an issue concerning the
extent of an uncontrolled owners” obligation to pay original
downhole costs for wellbores not used in a sidetrack well.
Fortuna argued that at the time of integration, an uncontrolled
owner 1s responsible for sharing in the costs of all wellbores
leading to a successful sidetrack, including wellbores that did
not successfully produce gas. WhitMar, on the other hand,
argued that it was only responsible for the costs of drilling
the sidetrack, and only that portion of the original wellbore
from the surface to the sidetrack. Department staff supported
WhitMar’s position and proposes to charge WhitMar only those
costs.

After Fortuna’s motion to stay the Winter 1-A
proceeding pending resolution of the title dispute between
Fortuna and WhitMar in Supreme Court, Tioga County, was denied
by the presiding ALJ and affirmed by the Commissioner (see
Matter of Winter 1-A, ALJ Ruling on Motion to Stay Proceedings,
May 20, 2008, affirmed by Ruling and Interim Decision of the
Commissioner, Oct. 20, 2008), Fortuna withdrew its objection to
Department staff’s position concerning the costs that may be
charged to WhitMar in connection with this proceeding (see Email
from Thomas S. West, Esqg., to James T. McClymonds, Chief
Administrative Law Judge, dated Nov. 14, 2008). Accordingly,
the issue is resolved and will not be the subject of further
adjudication in this proceeding.

C. Transition Wells -- Applicability of Laws of 2005, Chapter
386 (Drumm 1, SRA3 1, and Usack 1 Units)

Both well operators Fortuna and Chesapeake Appalachia
raise the issue whether the Laws of 2005, chapter 386 govern the
compulsory integration of interests for transition wells.
Transition wells are wells that were permitted prior to August
2, 2005, the effective date of the 2005 amendments to article
23, but for which a spacing and compulsory integration order had
not been issued. The Drumm 1, SRA3 1 and Usack 1 wells all fall
into the transition well category. The permit to drill Usack 1
was issued July 17, 2001, the SRA3 1 permit was issued December
1, 2003, and the Drumm 1 permit was issued September 9, 2004.

As of August 2, 2005, no spacing or compulsory integration order
had been issued for these three wells.
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The well operators assert that although the 2005
amendments govern the establishment of spacing units for
transition wells (see ECL 23-0503[5]), the compulsory
integration of interests In those units are governed by title 9
of article 23 as 1t existed prior to the 2005 amendments. The
well operators acknowledge that 1 have previously ruled that
article 23, title 9, as amended in 2005, applies to the
compulsory integration of interest for transition wells (see
Drumm 1, ALJ Ruling, Sept. 26, 2006, at 3-6; Fred Andrews 1-A,
ALJ Summary Report, May 22, 2007, at 5-9; Beach W1, et al., ALJ
Ruling, March 14, 2008, at 10-16). Nevertheless, they request
that 1 reconsider those rulings.

The well operators’ request for reconsideration 1is
granted and, upon reconsideration, and particularly in light of
the Commissioner’s interim decision in Fred Andrews 1-A (Interim
Decision, Jan. 7, 2009), 1 adhere to my prior rulings.® The
Commissioner”s iInterim decision in Fred Andrews 1-A addresses
most of the arguments raised here. As the Commissioner noted,
under the pre-2005 version of article 23 (the “old law™),
spacing orders were issued separately, and often long after,
well permits were issued (see id. at 2). Generally, spacing
orders were issued on a natural gas field-wide basis, with
multiple units in a field established in a single order (see
id.). In addition, if uncontrolled mineral interests existed
within the field, those interests were integrated in an
integration order that was i1ssued contemporaneous with the
spacing order (see id. at 3-4; see also, e.g., Matter of
Quackenbush Hill Field, Decision and Order of the Commissioner,
Dec. 20, 2002).

As noted above, the 2005 amendments (“new law™),
taking a unit-by-unit approach, modified the order of events
under the old law. Under the new law, where the well permit
applicant proposes a spacing unit that meets State-wide spacing
requirements, the spacing unit is established by law
contemporaneous with issuance of the well permit (see ECL 23-
0503[2])- IT the proposed unit does not conform to State-wide
spacing requirements, the Department issues a spacing order (see
ECL 23-0503[3]). After the spacing unit is established, whether
by operation of law or by order, an integration hearing is
conducted if any uncontrolled owners remain in the unit (see ECL

® The issue presented is a legal issue that does not depend upon
the resolution of disputed issues of fact (see 6 NYCRR
624 .4[b][5][111]). Thus, the issue may be ruled upon here.
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23-0901[3][b])- Thereafter, a separate compulsory integration
order i1s issued, either after the compulsory integration hearing
or after an adjudicatory hearing, if one was required (see ECL
23-0901[31[d1. [€D)-

With the change i1n the procedures for well spacing and
integration, the 2005 amendments left several wells, including
the ones involved here, iIn the so-called “transitional”
category, that is, wells for which a permit to drill had been
issued, but for which the necessary spacing orders and
integration orders had not been issued under the old law. As
noted by the Commissioner, the Legislature expressly recognized
the transition well situation, and made express provision for
their spacing and integration under the new law (see Andrews 1-
A, Interim Decision, at 8-11). Chapter 386 of the Laws of 2005
explicitly states that it i1s applicable not only to gas well
permits issued on or after August 2, 2005, the new law’s
effective date, but also to “any . . . spacing order issued on
or after” that date (L 2005, ch 386, §8 10). In addition, the
2005 amendments include a provision for establishing a spacing
unit by spacing order for “wells permitted prior to the
effective date of this section where a spacing order is required
but has not been issued” (ECL 23-0503[5]), which includes every
well in the transition category.’

Because the new law applies to spacing orders issued
after August 2, 2005, including spacing orders issued pursuant
to ECL 23-0503(5) for transition wells, the new law’s provisions
governing compulsory integration under ECL article 23, title 9,
are also expressly applicable to those spacing orders (see L
2005, ch 386, 8§ 10; see also Andrews 1-A, Interim Decision, at
9-11). By its express terms, the 2005 act, which includes the
act’s amendments to title 9, are applicable to “any . .
spacing order issued on or after” August 2, 2005 (L 2005 ch
386, § 10).

Nothing in the well operators” arguments justifies a
departure from the new law’s plain terms. The well operators
argue that ECL 23-0901(3)(b) links compulsory integration to
well permits issued contemporaneously with the establishment of
a spacing unit, and that the new law’s integration provisions

" The new law does not provide for spacing units as a matter of
law for transition wells permitted prior to the effective date
of the new law (see Andrews 1-A, Interim Decision, at 10 n3; ECL
23-0503[5])- This is in contrast to wells permitted after the
new law’s effective date.
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cannot be applied to spacing units that do not exist when the
well permit is issued. However, as noted by the Commissioner in
Andrews 1-A, the lack of a spacing unit for transition well
permits is cured by application of ECL 23-0503(5), and nothing
in the new law prevents application of 1ts integration
procedures for well permits spaced under ECL 23-0503(5) (see
Andrews 1-A, Interim Decision, at 9-12).

The well operators also point to ECL 23-0901(3)(c)’s
requirement that they provide uncontrolled owners at the
integration hearing with “estimated” well costs, and note that
this section does not mention “actual” costs, which would be
available for a well iIn production. As noted by Department
staff, the definition of “well costs” means costs “incurred or
estimated to be incurred by the well operator” and, thus,
incorporates actual costs if known (ECL 23-0901[3][a]ll5])- In
any event, section 23-0901(3)(c)’s reference only to estimated
costs, which would be the ordinary situation in a new law well
permitted, spaced and integrated prior to drilling, is
insufficient to compel the conclusion that the Legislature
intended the old law integration provisions to apply to
transition wells or, for that matter, to new law wells permitted
and drilled prior to integration.

The well operators also argue that i1t the Legislature
had intended title 9 to apply to transition wells, it would have
provided that the act “shall apply to any oil or gas well permit
or spacing order or any compulsory integration order issued on
or after such effective date” (Chesapeake Appalachia Post-Issues
Conference Brief, at 7 [emphasis added]). The suggested
additional language was not necessary, however. By applying the
new law to either well permits or spacing orders issued after
the new law’s effective date, the Legislature unambiguously
indicated i1ts intent to apply the new integration procedures to
those well permits or spacing orders.

Moreover, taking the well operators’ argument to its
logical conclusion would produce absurd results. The operators’
theory is that by leaving out a reference to integration orders
in section 10, the Legislature expressed its intent that the new
law”’s integration provisions not apply to spacing orders issued
after the effective date. ITf this 1s so, the failure to
reference integration orders would have to also indicate the
Legislature’s intent that the integration provision not apply to
well permits issued after the effective date as well. Clearly,
the Legislature did not intend such a result.
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Contrary to the well operators” assertions, a “whole
language” reading of the new law and the presumption against
retroactivity similarly do not compel divergence from the
Legislature’s clearly expressed intent. As noted by the
Commissioner, the plain language, structure, and purposes
underlying the new law clearly evince the Legislature’s intent
that the new law”s iIntegration provisions apply to transition
wells (see Andrews 1-A, Interim Decision, at 9-11). Moreover,
application of the new law to transition wells spaced under ECL
23-0503(5) does not result in the retroactive application of the
new law In derogation of vested rights (see id. at 11-12).

The well operators argue that applying title 9 of the
new law to transition wells iIs Inconsistent with the legislative
goal of eliminating the ability of an uncontrolled owner to
obtain a full working interest without a risk penalty after
having a “free look” at well productivity. Moreover, the well
operators assert that applying the new law to transition wells
will result in an “absurd dichotomy” between two classes of
wells that are “identically” situated from the risk perspective
-- that is, wells permitted and spaced under the old law versus
wells permitted under the old law and spaced under the new law
(Chesapeake Appalachia Post-Issues Conference Brief, at 17-18).
In support of this argument, the operators cite to the
legislative history of the new law (see Senate Sponsor Mem in
Support, 2005 McKinney’s Session Laws of NY, at 2254 [“Senate
Mem™]).

The legislative history of a statute may not be used
to vary the plain terms of a statute, or prevent application of
a clear and unambiguous statute as written (see Rubin v City
Natl. Bank and Trust Co. of Gloversville, 131 AD2d 150, 151-152
[3d Dept 1987]). Thus, resort to the new law’s legislative
history does not justify ignoring the law’s express application
to wells spaced after the effective date of the new law,
including transition wells spaced pursuant to ECL 23-0503(5).
Nor does the legislative history give any indication that the
Legislature intended that transition wells be integrated under
the old law, sufficient to justify reading such a requirement
into the new law.

To the contrary, consideration of the legislative
history supports the plain reading of section 10 of chapter 386.
The well operators are correct that one of the legislative goals
of the new law was to foster decision making at a point during
well development when the element of risk Is shared among all
interested parties. However, preventing the so-called “free
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look” was not the only legislative goal of the new law, nor was
it necessarily the most significant. As noted in the Senate
sponsor’s memorandum in support of the new law, the law was also
intended to remove the uncertainty associated with the process
of developing oil and natural gas wells, revise and clarify the
procedures for integrating interests, and allocate risks and
responsibilities among operators and owners of mineral interests
on a reasonable and equitable basis (Senate Mem, at 2254). The
Senate memorandum further states that “[m]Jost importantly, this
legislation fundamentally simplifies the potential methods for
integrating ownership interests In a unit In the absence of
voluntary agreement by creating three basic options for holders
of gas or oil interests” (id. [emphasis added]). Far from
causing an “absurd dichotomy,” application of title 9 of the new
law to transition wells substantially advances all of these
legislative goals, and cures the evils that plagued integration
under the old law. On the other hand, applying the old title 9
would frustrate these legislative goals, and continue the
inefficiencies and conflicts the Legislature sought to remedy
for this group of wells. Thus, the legislative history fully
supports applying the new law as written to transition wells,
including the compulsory integration provisions of the new title
9.

Finally, to the extent the Third Department in Matter
of Western Land Servs., Inc. v Department of Envtl. Conservation
of the State of New York (26 AD2d 15 [2005], lv denied 6 NY3d
713 [2006]), a case arising under the old law, noted in its
mootness analysis that the new law applies to gas wells
permitted after the effective date of the new law, neither the
new law nor the issue presented here was before the Third
Department. Therefore, the court’s statement cannot be viewed
as resolving the issue presented here.
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D. Transition Wells -- Transition Well Formula: Application of
Risk Penalty to IPOs (Drumm 1, SRA3 1, and Usack 1 Units)

1. Positions of the Parties

Although Department staff agrees that the new law
applies to transition wells, it proposes not to apply the new
law as written to integrate iInterests in units associated with
those wells, specifically with respect to IPOs. Instead, for
uncontrolled owners who seek to participate as IPOs i1n the
transition wells, Department staff proposes to integrate them
subject to a risk penalty for well costs incurred by the
operator prior to the integration hearing, and only relieve them
of the risk penalty for any remaining costs expected to be
incurred by the operator after the integration hearing.
Department staff contends that this transition well formula is
“Just and reasonable” because, in the transition well context,
the subject wells are already iIn production and the risk of
participating in those wells has been removed at the time of the
integration hearing. Staff claims the discretion to adjust the
IPOs” participation rights based upon ECL 23-
0901 @)D (i1)(I), which authorizes staff to include terms in
the integration order that are ‘“reasonably required to further
the policy objections” of ECL 23-0301.%2

WLS challenges Department staff’s proposal to impose a
risk penalty upon i1t, notwithstanding its election to
participate in the transition wells as an IPO, that is, at cost
and without a risk penalty. WLS argues that under the new law,
Department staff lacks the discretion to modify an IPO’s right
to participate at cost and without a risk penalty (see ECL 23-

0901[3]1[21[2D) -

WLS argues in the alternative that to the extent that
Department staff retains the discretion to modify the rights of
an IPO as expressly defined by the new law, Department staff’s
exercise of discretion to impose a risk penalty upon them was
arbitrary and capricious, and an abuse of discretion. WLS
contends that Imposing a risk penalty on uncontrolled owners is

8 The policy objectives of ECL 23-0301 are to regulate the
development, production and utilization of oil and natural gas
so as to (1) prevent waste of the resource; (2) maximize the
recovery of oil and gas; and (3) protect the correlative rights
of all persons, including landowners and the general public,
among other things (see ECL 23-0301).
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not “just and reasonable” given the history under the old law.
WLS alleges that it sought to participate In the transition
wells as a working interest at cost, but was rebuffed by the
well operators, who would not enter into voluntary agreements
with them. This forced uncontrolled owners into compulsory
integration where the Department had the practice of integrating
uncontrolled owners as royalty interests only. WLS further
documents its efforts to obtain a working interest under the old
law, first by seeking Declaratory Ruling DEC 23-14 from the
Department, through litigation in Matter of Western Land Servs.,
Inc. v Department of Envtl. Conservation of State of New York,
and ultimately through negotiations leading to the new law. Now
that the new law expressly recognizes the IPO status, WLS
contends that i1t i1s particularly unjust to impose the new law’s
200 percent risk penalty upon it when it was prevented from
participating as a working interest at cost while the old law
was in effect.

The well operators support the Department’s proposal
to charge a risk penalty against WLS. Citing Matter of Western
Land Servs. (26 AD3d at 20), the well operators argue that the
overarching requirement of both the new and old law i1s that
integration orders be issued “upon terms and conditions that are
just and reasonable” (see ECL 23-0901[3]; see also ECL former
23-0901[3])- Accordingly, the well operators contend that the
Department retains the discretion to modify an uncontrolled
owners” participation rights.

The well operators also note the Third Department’s
statement that “[1]t would be unfair for a nonconsenting owner
or nondriller lessee to be relieved of the costs and risks
associated with drilling a producing well, but at the same time
reap the benefits of another’s efforts iIn extracting oil or gas
from beneath his or her land” (26 AD3d at 18). The well
operators assert that foreclosing the “free-look” uncontrolled
owners received under the old law and preventing risk-free
“free-riding” with respect to well development was a major
reform of the new law. The well operators argue that under
either the old or new law, Department staff i1s justified iIn
exercising its discretion under the “just and reasonable”
provisions of ECL 23-0901(3) to impose a risk penalty to
eliminate the “free ride” WLS i1s attempting to take for the
transition wells. The well operators also assert that the 200
percent risk penalty for well costs provided for under the new
law is just and reasonable, whether the new or the old law
applies.
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2. Discussion

The issue whether the Department has the discretion to
impose a risk penalty against an uncontrolled owner electing
participation in a transition well as an IPO was also
represented in Matter of Beach W 1, et al. (ALJ Ruling, at 16-
18, appeal pending). In that case, however, | reserved decision
on the issue on the ground that its resolution depended upon
facts iIn material dispute (see id. at 18). Specifically,
factual disputes remained in Beach W 1 concerning the degree to
which information concerning the productivity of the transition
wells involved in that case was available to uncontrolled owners
at the time of the integration hearings (see id. at 17-18).

In this case, in contrast to Beach W 1, the issue may
be decided at the issues ruling stage of the proceeding. The
facts concerning the availability of information concerning well
productivity at the time of the integration hearings for the
transition wells involved here are not in material dispute. For
example, the integration hearing for the Drumm 1 well was held
in May 2006. At the time of the hearing, the cost and revenue
statement included in the integration package provided to
uncontrolled owners indicated that the well, which had commenced
production in July 2005, had produced over $9 million in
revenues by March 31, 2006 (see Affidavit of Guido Struyk, § 10
and Exh B). In addition, the confidentiality period provided
for under ECL 23-0313 for well data filed with the Department
had expired in March 2005 (see id., {1 5-10). Thus, production
data for the Drumm 1 well was available to uncontrolled owners
at the time of the integration hearing.

Similarly, the integration hearing for the SRA3 1
well, which commenced production in October 2004, was conducted
in October 2007. The cost and revenue statement for the SRA3 1
well indicated that not only had the well produced over $21
million In revenues by July 2007, but that the well costs
incurred to August 31, 2007, had already been recouped by the
time of the integration hearing (see id. 11 16-18 and Exh D).

In addition, the confidentiality period for SRA3 1 well data had
expired in December 2005 (see id. T 15).

With respect to the Usack 1 well, which had begun
production in September 2002, the compulsory integration hearing
was conducted in September 2007. The cost and revenue statement
for the Usack 1 well showed that by April 2006, the Usack 1 well
had produced over $3.3 million in revenues (see Affidavit of
James E. Grey, T 13 and Exh D). The confidentiality period for
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Usack 1 well data had expired in October 2003 and, thus, was
publically available to uncontrolled owners by the time of the
integration hearing (see id. 1Y 7-8 and Exh B).

Also undisputed are the steps WLS took prior to the
Legislature’s adoption of the 2005 amendments in an effort to
obtain a working interest in the transition wells, including the
unsuccessftul negotiations with well operators, i1ts petition for
Declaratory Ruling No. 23-14, and its CPLR article 78 proceeding
in Matter of Western Land Servs. (see Affidavit of Jeffrey Cook;
Affidavit of John K. Wilson).? Thus, because no factual issues
relevant to the legal issue are in material dispute, the legal
question may be decided at this point in the proceeding (see 6
NYCRR 624 _4[b][5]1[iii])-

As an initial matter, the issue presented iIs not as
broad as the well operators’ quotation from Matter of Western
Land Servs. might suggest. WLS does not argue that it should be
relieved of its statutory obligation to pay i1ts proportionate
share of well costs i1n order to participate as an IPO In the
transition wells (see ECL 23-0901[3][a]l[2])- Thus, the “free-
riding” the well operators reference is limited only to the
premium, in the form of the risk penalty, a well operator
ordinarily receives from an NPO who elects to pay its share of
well costs out of production proceeds (see ECL 23-0901[3][al[1l],
[4])- On the narrow issue whether an IPO that has elected to
pay its share of well costs in full at the integration hearing
may be charged a risk pena