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Anolher meetina could be scheduled. oossiblv at a public meeling space and off CWM grounds, to discuss the 1ssue. Caso said.
ardous waste dumps

'mical Waste Management's proposed new landfill was just a hamowing experience. |
mean I love | it here I love the escarpment the river. the lake, lhe villages, the people, the weather. The trouble is. CWM 15 my neighbor.

Wilh neighbors. there are some things you can ignore, ardd some you can't For five hours (and | kefi the secomd sesswon earty), [ sat in the
~ew-Port schodl audiorum and Bstened 1o a [dany of things | can't gnore

In case you missed the meetings, here are a few choice bits. Niagara County Depariment ol Realth maps show elevated rates of prostate
and colorectal cancer in our communilies, in a bullseye pattern cenlered just downwind and downstream of the dump,

A New York State Depariment of Health orter banning any digging en the CWM site, for the sensible reason that plutonium-injected
carcasses from Manhattan project experiments are miscelianeously buried there, was violatadg by CWM for 20 years, until 2004, Cther
“residual” radioactwe contamination on the site includes nuclear reprecessing waste and high activity radioactive waste from atom bomhb
production.

The neanty 3,000 studemts and employee s of Lew-Pori, people who spend farge perlions of ther bves jiterally on the dump's westem bordet
as well as on the fruck route. were nol even considered as a population in the draft scoping document

The document gssures us that the dump is not in a fault zone, dispuling both our own local experis al UB's Earthquake Center and a recent
arlicie in Nalional Geographic likening cur garihgquake risk {o that of Californta, The site is supposedly safely underlainy by solid clay — yet
farmers have been imigating their fields from wells in sand pockets in that clay for the better parl of two centuries.

Many decision-makers — from Porler Town Board members Lo the NYS Department of Erwviranmental Conservationt — have a direcl slake in
CWM's continued operation, creating an ugly potential conflet of interest that immdermines the very permitting and review processes designad
to protect us. Awake aow? | sure am.

According to the U.S. Environmental Protechion Agency, CWM's track record, and common sense, all landfills eveniually eak.

Anyone under the impression that a legacy of wandering PCBs, dicsun and other poisons is good for the economy should have a chat with
our neighbors in Niagara Falls. Have no doubt that for every cent we get from CWM today, aur kids will be paying back a dollar. If they stay
here — and if they don't get sick,

Right now, there is a bill on Governor Pataki's desk — bill A11713 =~ that would prevent the sting of new hazardous waste dumps with
patential to leak into the Great Lakes. That mchudes the new CWM dump

If you care, giwe the governor a calt al (518) 474-8380 and ask him 1o sign it, so we can all breathe a litlle easier.

The CWM situation exemplifies all that is wrong with the way we ireal the [and, the water and our own people. One massive blight on our
landscape, one polluter of our fresh waler, one threal to our health, ane blow to the future prosperity of our towns, ought to be enough,

How can we considar allowing the construglion of ancther?

Robhyn Drake is a resident of Lewiston.
‘e town funds

e et e e e e e - —mee e == ¥iS1ON h@S MOYE FAONEY in its coffers,
ters to the editor

Sometimes good deeds have unintended consequences. It is a good thing that lnucks carrying toxic materials bouad far CWM not stop
enroule. the hast agreement with CWHM requires thal s nat hapoen The fact thal ane truck thal stopped recemily was (ound to bhe leaking
shows the importance of this requirenment

However, some misunderstanding has oecumen in that evidently some truck drivers thought that no trucks were allowed to stop. A pizzeria
on Creek Road has been hurt economically by loss of business. There is absolutely no reguirement that consiruction trucks, trucks bound for
Modem or other ttueks cannot stop for a plaza. in fact, trucks inveolved with CWM can stop alse, as lang as they are not camying toxic
materials. Nobody monitoring the trucks is out to cause trouble for truck drivers with legitimate cargo. They are not chacking on trucks for
anything except {o make sure thal they aren’t stopping with toxics on board,

The attemmpt to protect our children from leaking toxic matenals is nponant, It is also imporlant thal we supporl local busnesses, Perhaps
some of us Can help ine pizzena by giving them some exira patronage .n e weeks ahead

Charles Lamb

Youngstawn
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Members of Residents for Responsible Goyernment joined local elecied oflicials Friday in encouraging Miagara County ressents to attend
next week's meeting of a facility siting board formad to determine the fale of a proposed expansion at Chemical Waste Management's
hazardous waste landfill in Porter.

»f CWh Chemical Services has been rejected by Gov. George Pataki

The bitf, which was spansared by Assembyworman Francine OeiMonte, D-Lewision, ang Senator George Maziarz, R-Newfane, sought 1o
prevent any hazardous waste landtdi froom being permitted that has polential to discharge nlo the Greal Lakes System

In his veto, Pataki said the proposed law was premature since the state Department of Environmental Conservation is currently working on a
statewide siling plan.

The plan is intended to put forth comprehensive guidelines 1o ensura hazardous waste sites are distributed in an equilable manner across
New York,

Palak: also said these were “sariaus flaws™ n the language of the proposed legiskation.

The law, M passed. would have precluded ihe siing of hazardous waslie landfills in more than half of the state, much of which only has a
remote associalion wilh the Great Lakes, Pataki said.

This legislation may have constitutional issues. as well as result in similar l2gisfation that wiuld ban the disposal of New Yark wastes outside
af the state

State DEC officialg also believe the bill would “inappropriately circumvant the long-esiablished process for regulating such facilities,”
according 1o the veto

in a statemen! issued Thursday, CWM D:sirict Manager Richard Slurges saud 1he legislation would have done nothmg 10 help ihe state meet
its goals ot toxic relsase reduclion.

*{The proposal) was significantly flawed boih legally and enviranmentally,” Sturges said. “i would have added no meamngful proteclions to
the stringent standards already in place in New York."

Sturges said he believes the new law would have increased the costs of brawmifield and superfund cleanups in the slate.

Maziarz, n a statement reteased Thursday. said he had done everything in bis power 1o inform the governors about the ments and necessdy
ot the aw,

“While | am disappeinied, | am also baffled al the governor's logic His veto message argues thal a state-wide hazardous waste siting plan
should bee in place before this bill's provisions ¢an be considered,” Maziarz said.

“However, a law passed in 1987 required the creation of such a plan wilhin six marths. it's now 2006, and no plan has been adopted. How
long are we supposed 10 wait?”

DelMante said Thursday she was surprised by Pataki's action.

She said she believes indusiry in New York stale has very litile need for hazardous wasie lanafthing services prowvidéd by CWM,
Waste that does require landfilling at a hazardous waste facility could easily be disposed of elsewhere, DelMonte said.

She plans to meet with concerned citizens soon to discuss their next step.

Lewiston resident Tim Henderson said he believes the veto indicates Pataki has tumed his back on Western New York and all other
communilies connacted to the Great Lakes and which use i far dnnking water.

Gary Cathin a Town of Lewistan resident. ,$ the owner of To-C, in¢. Catin’s company bwif séveral of the iandhlis on the site whea i was
owned by Chem-Trol, prior to CWH's ownership.

He said he thanks 1he governor for his veto, adding that CWM provides necessary services.
Caltlin also pointed to the area's curreni econamic conditions, saying CWM does could provide quality jobs in the future

April Fideli, acling president of Residents for Responsible Government, a logal citizens group. said members of her organization are
disappoirtted with the veto, but will continue 1o fight against landhll expansion.

She expressed frustration wilh siale officuals who she bebeves don't have the good of the pubic 1n mind.

Fideti pointed to a 1972 and 1974 order 1ssued by the state Depariment ef Heaith which prohibited the disturbance of seil on part of the areas
where hazardous waste landfilling has been eccurring since the 1870,

“If the siting plan would have been in place to begin with and all the laws that are on record that would have bean followed there wouldn't
even be a CWM." she said. "How can we have faith in a system when all it does is slap us in the face?"

Mike McCabe, a Town of Porler resident. said he was pleased to hear of the governor's velg,
He said he belieyes the CWM facitity is state-of-the-art and piovides a necessary service.
Amy Witryol, of Lewiston. has been one of the residents leading the cammunity resistance to CWM expansion.

She said she hopes the state Legislature can override the veta.
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“We ook forward to 1,” Witryol said.
The bill passed bolh houses of the state Legislature in June, and was transferred to Pataki's office on Aug. 4.

CWM's nermit aoelication fo the state DEC has vel to be deemed “complete,” and must be 56 hefore the parmit process could move forward.
protect water quality

Qpponents of landfill expansion at CYWM Chemical Services nwn uis wiuwn 2 uesnif.

A proposed new law has been introduced 0 bath houses of the state legislature that would limil the siting of a waste dispasal fagility around
the Graal Lakes

But with one week left i1 this legislative session, both lawmakers end concerned residents realize time is of the essence

Bills introduced by Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, and State Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newfane, would amend state
environmental conservation law to prohibat [ocating a waste disposal site in a place that has the potential to discharge into the Great Lakes
systemn.

Siting would be allowed, however, if the company can prove there 1s no potential for the release of toxic subsiances from their propery.

Amy W¥itryot. 2 Lewrston resident who has iad the chamge on hazardous waste issues, said the bill must be passed now o order to be
efieawe. Ctherwise, the state oould rule on CWM s Lates! landf applicalion withoul the obligation atlathed.

“It is an embarrassment for New York to add la its imporlalion of PCB waste from all over the United States for permanent burial kwo miles
from the Greal Lakes . . while the agencias fell us landfills eventually leak,” Witryo! said. “This bill is the only way to pravent the addition of
inevitable PCB and toxic discharges, which 1§ precisely what New York's Great Lakes agreaments state”

Witryol said the new law would fix a discrepancy between cumment state law and the 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement signed by
the United States and Canada.

The agreement calls for the “subsiantal eirrinalon” of persistent {onc substances inlo the Greal Lakes sysiem.
CWM annually discharges about 20 million gallons of treated water into the Niagara River.

Al a recent Porler Tawn Board meeting, CYM Districd Manager Richard Sturges said tests by his company show that water released in the
Niagara River |$ glaaner than water already in Lake Erie, Lake Onfario and the Niagara River

In 2001, the state Depariment of Environmenlal Conservation found CWH in violation of regulations for discharges of PCEs, a suspeciled
carcinogen whose praduclion was banned (n the United Stales in the late 1970s.

Hiegat ipvels of discharge were 2iso Tound 10 2003 and 2004

The contaminanis were released into local thbutaries of Four Mile and Twelve Mile creeks, which eventually flow into Lake Qntario.

CYWM officiats disputed some of the results, aliribuling some 1o lab &rror and others to tightar regulations.

Should the law pass the legislature and be signed into law by the govemor, the legislation's supparlers believe that will put an end to the
proposed expansion of CWM, the Northeast's only aclive hazardous waste facility, and releve a burden placed on erea residents for hosting

the facihty.

Local commuaities have already oflered suppon for the legisiation. Resofulions asking 1he stale to amend the law were passed in the Village
of Youngstown. the Village of Lewision. the Town of Lewiston and by the Miagara County Legislaiure.

Leaders in the Town of Porter are prohibited from opposing activities at CYWM under a Host Community Agreement wdh the company.

CWM, which is running out of room in the present landfill on its Balmer Road properly, has applied for permits from the state to creale a new
landfill, known as Residuals Management Unit-2, or RMU-2,

The new law would apply to landfills that impon waste from ofi-site Sources afher than the disposat company itself. Wilryol said.
Neither DelMonle nor a represeniative from Maziarz's office cowld specity if and when the il could come to the floor for a vote.
This situation is not the first time the state legistature considered a law that would impact CYWHM this Iate in its session

Last year, the legisialure passed a faw that would force the DEC o complete a reporl guaranieeing equitable distribution of waste facilities
across the slate,

Gov. George Pataki eventually signed the bill inte faw in July, bul the OEC has yet io comply wilh it.

landfill bad for business

indfills like the one found in the Town of Porter are bad for local business,
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Memoers of the Niagara County Legislature on Tuesday approved a resolulion ppposing expansion of hazardous wasie landfills like CWM
Chemical Services. arguing that such facibties are “contrary and damaging” to local economic development efforts

The measure is the latest laken by county lawmakers who have previously expressed formsl oppesition to CWM's plan to expand its landfill
operation. It atse marks a bit of a departure from earlier opposition afforls in that it learly 1Wdentifies hazardous waste landfills as having
“adverse eflecls onh real estate values” and a$ being “detarrents to other safer and more sustainable types of economic investiment and
development.”

“The caunty’s position is and always has bean one of proteclionism and assurance that the peopke who tive in Niagara County will be
orotecied,” said Legmtaios Chyde Burmastar, R-Ransomwilie, who to-sponsofed the measure wih Legisiater john Ceretio, R-Lewiston

Copies of the resolution will be passed along 10 Gov. David Palersen, siate lawmakers and Pefer Grannis. commissioner of the state
Department of Environmental Canservation. i comes as representatives from the DEC are prepanng to hold a senes of public hearings on a
stalewide hazardous waste siting plan which will uitimately serve ag the guideline for hazarduus waste operations in Mew York. CWM is
seeking permission from the state far an expansion of its 710-acre Balmer Road site. The propased expansian cannot move forward until the
siting plan is finalizad.

Amy Whiryol, a Lewision resident who opposes CWM's expansion effors, lauded counly lawmakers fer putling in wrilng its belief that the
{acifity has an adverse impadl on the local economy.

She said the county's decision comes al a time when representalives from the New York Power Authority are considering an exiension to
CWM's low-cost power allocation. Witryol argues the landfill, which has received low-cost power from the authonly since 1999, doesn't
deserve it because it does not meet the job creation requirements under the state’s [ow-cosi power incentive program.

“l wonld eadainly like to sea That low.enst oowar re-gliocated to ong of your economic development prionties,” Witryol told legisiators.
aring, same review

A secand round of comments from Niagars County residel. prwmwwaw wnw o eoWS for @ proposed statewide hazardoys waste siting plan.

And this lime, the residents wha believe the state has wrongfully concluded that New York's hazardous waste disposal facilities are equally
distribaied were ined in their fight by 2 contmgent of focal elecied officiats.

“Cine Love Canal is enough for Western New York,” said Village of Lewiston Mayor Richard Soluri. one of seven area politicians who
altended a hearng at Lewiston-Perter Senier High School to speak out against the current draft of the state’s Hazardous Facildy Siting Plan.

More than 200 people gathered in the scheel's auditorium fof the second iocal public hearing on the current draft siling plan. The meeting
came a day affer a similar hearing in Niagara Falls in which the majority of speakers criticized representatives from the state Department of
Environmental Canservation for producing what lhey believe is another subpar hazardous waste planning document.

While roughly 40 Chemical Waste Management employees attended the meeting as a show of suppart for the siing plan that may utlimately
decikde thie future of their facdity m fhe Town of Porler, andfil opponents accoumed jor ihe majonty of the crowd and weren L shy when o
came to voicing their displeasure abou the plan, the DEC and the smount of hazardous wasie being trucked through Thesr commumty,

“We refuse to be the nation's dumping ground any lenger,” said April Fideli, president of Residents for Responsible Govemment, a Lewislon-
based non-profit group that has been fighting expansion of the CWM landfill for years.

The siting plan is beng developed by the DEC in an efforl to comply wilh a 1987 state law that called for the creation of a plan to guide
hazardous wasle disposal operations in New York Thursday's hearing focused on the currént version of the siting plan draft, the DEC's fifth
attempl. Approval of the siting plan is needed in order for CWM 1a pursue the expansion of its landfill in Porler

Several aitics m altendanca amented the facl they were forced 1o attend similar hearings several umes before over 1he course of several
years and yel the DEC has not been abie 1o complele an adequale shing plan. Some said ihey were perplexed as io why the DEC couldn’t
understand ther main concerns, including the documented incidences of cancer and other ilinesses in the communily near the fandfill
oporation and the potential negative impact of hazardous waste on ihe surrounding enviranment, including the Niagara River and Lake
COintanio. A few msidents questioned CWM's compliance record with slate guidelines for hazardous wasie aperations and ihe DEC's ability
and willingness to enforce viplations.

"We hope someday CWM will be held to an even cigger standard — the law,” said Amy Witryal, a Lewiston resident and member of the
Community Advisory Board for CWM.

Jane Richardson, who has fived in the Town of Poner since 1937. supgested the DEC's "dismal” record of performance on the waste sding
tesiie should make them a prime targel lor ghmination as Gov. Dawvio Palersen and state lawmakers make budget cuts to address a mounting
defigit,

“I think that's whal they refer to as job security,” Richardson said of the agency's inability 1o produce a satisfaclory siling plan. “You know,
you write one up and it's a dismal failure. ihan you can do il over and over again and your job |s safe.”

Concerns abou! the smng plan and the DEC were shared by |ocal political leaders.

Stare Assemblywoman Francie DeiMonte, D-Lewislon, called the cument version of the siting plan an “improvement, but sid an encrmous
disappomtment.”

State Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newlane, called the plan “fatally flawed” and 1ok extra time at the podium to single out ene individual for his
involvement in ils development: DEC Commussioner Peter Grannis Maziarz said the draft siting plan was more like a plan by Grannis to
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aliow CYWM lo continue operating as the stale’s primary aumping facifty. Uthimanely. Maziarz sawd, it is Grannis who will decrde whether the
siting plan moves forwara and, therefore, it 1s Grannis who should be held responsible by concemed Niagara County cilizens.

“It's unconscionable and it's wrong,” Maziarz said. “YWe've had enough and we're not going 1o 1ake it anymore.”

Cancer survivor and County Legislature Vice Chairman Clyde Burmaster, R-Ransomvilie, described living on Parker Road in the Town of
Porter, an area known in the neighbarhood as the “cancer cluster.” Burmaster tald how he lost a sister-in-law to cancer and several other
neighbors and inends over the years He believes ridding the comrmuaity of its hazardous waste landfill would not only improve the area, but
atsg perhaps save a few lives.

“l am here tonighi to do whatever it lakes to protect the heallh of my family. my friends and my neighbors,” Burmaster said. “Yes, even fo the
poinl where | would have to get down on my knees and beg youw, DEC, for my life.”

DEC oficials also heard frarn CWM employees and a representative from a local trucking firm who said they supporied the siting plan as
wrilten and were against any planning decument that might inhibit the continued operation of the Porter landfill.

Ken Ventry. a 10 year employee of CYWM., address the crowd on behalf of the company’s 80 local employees, about 40 of whom altended Lhe
meeting and stood during his comments Ventry said the site is safe and essential to brownfields cleanup projecls and businesses in New
York that are mvolved in such work

“We are proud 1o work al CWM,” Venlry said.

Geoffrey Naughtaon, who is about to enter lis 3151 year on the job at CWM, echoed Ventry's comments, saying if the facility wasn't safe he
wouldn't have stayed as long.

“| can attest to the safely of this site,” he said.

Jonathan Price, a representative from Price Trucking, a frequent carner of waste materals for CWM, encouraged people to consider the
impaci CWM's closure would have on bus.nasses thal deat with the facitly, ncluding hs own

“Letling CWM move out of this space doesnt just affect CWM,” he said.

Town of Lewiston Supervisor Fred Newlin 8aid he understocd the concerns of CWM workers, but argued that the county should be looking lo
produce jobs in other, less environmentally challenging industries, such as environmental eleanup. He encouraged everyone to begin asking
ihe question of what it is the community wanted for is future — a landfill or something more,

“It's about time Ihings start to change and | think that time has come now,” Newlin saud.

Thursday's hearing was fhe 1as! of 1en heid by the DEG across the stale. Comments made during the meeting will be considered as agency
officials revise 1he current draft sitmg ptan Ancther round of public heanngs is scheduled for nexd year, The DEC hopes 1o have a finalized

version of the siding document completed and presented for approval by the state Legisiature and the governer after the second round of
hearings.

ious waste storage expansion needed in state

e+ v e s e r e e e 2Nvation has oullined ds guidelines far the disposatand treatment of hazardous
wasles in Mew York state wrlh me wmptetm of #s Hazamlous Yvaste F acility Siting Plan on Wednesday.

Maziarz

George Maziarz on Fnday took the incumbent lawmaker to task for his stance on the final
version of New York's hazardous waste facility siting plan and his position on the potential mpact the plan will have on the proposed
avnanzinn in CAVWWA' s landfill in the Town it RPorler,

iles up to PCB shipment

- % i1 '+ 1s . (<
Lecal officials think otherwise.

The decision by the state Depanment of Environmental Conservation to ship about 75,000 tons of toxic PCB waste from a cleanup site in
Warren County 1o CWM Chemical Services gained more opposition Monday.

Both the Parter Town Board and Assemblywoman Francine DelMante weighed in with their concems on the plan, ingluding the sheer size of
the shipment and the ncreased truck traffic it would bring near local hames and the Lewiston Paner School District campus on Creek Road

“Why shou'd ive Town of Porter be the only dumping site for PCHS, especialiy contaminated PCBs, from this deanup™” asked Town
Supenasor Merlon Wiepert at a Monday meehng where the Town Board voled unammousty lo back the opinion of Siate Sen, George
Maziarz. R-Newfane. On Friday, Maziarz delivered a letter to DEC Commmissioner Pete Granmis opposing the decision and saying he plans 1o
seek “every remedy possible to prevent it *

Wiepert also invited Grannis to visit Portar 19 view the possible affagt of more thuck traffic locally and fo view first-hand the neamess of CWM
to the Niagara River and Lake Ontario. He said the shipment of PCBs now could set a dangarous precedent if a proposed dredging of a
section of the norihen Hudson River for PCAs is ever set in motion

The cieanup site i$ at the former General Electric salvage yard in the Town of Queensbury Wrepert said fhe abiily to ceanup the waste
exists 3t the aclual sde, but because the tos! of public bids from contraciors was teo high. the DEC chose inslead o hawl neary 3,000
truckloads of the sile's most contaminaled waste to CWAWM.

Under the original plans, the shipments would have slarted in August and lasied about seven months, CWM District Manager Michael Mahar
said at Monday's meeting. It's unclear for now what altect the local prolests will have on thé plans. Mahar also confirmed at tha meeting that
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 # comes through, the plans will add 3.000 frucks over the next year, or aboul 15 more per day. In previous pubthished reponts, that numbes
was closer 10 1,500,

DelMonie voiced her displeasure in a letter 1o Gov. David Paterson, calling the decision “one more blatant example of a horrible (state) palicy
that encourages hazardous waste landfill digposal” and called on the DEC to camplete its hazardous waste siting plan in @ manner that
“discourages the addition of any more land disposal capacity in New York stale.”

The state is in the process of finishing its lalest drafi of that plan. the outcome of which could atfecl the proposed expansion of CWM's local
faciliy. RMU-2 CWM has mantained that ds facéity helps the envronment by providing a pface for hazardous waste once it's ceaned up.

DelMonte credied 1echnologicat advancements for reducing the production of hazardous waste in the United States.

“Many hazardous waste [andfills have and will continue to close,” she wrote. "l urge you nol to let the consolidation of the hazardous wasle
land disposal industry to take place in tha (state).” Later, she added, "All agencies consider recycling or destruction of hazardous waste as
preferable to storing it in landfills becausa hazardous waste landfills may leak and are not a permanent solution.”

Mahar said at Monday's meeting the issue of the shipment is between the state and those who are currently voicing their opposilion.
“We're providing 8 necessary seqvice.” he sard. "So we'te here tg provide it if the DEC decdes to go that route ™

the editor

L LTI VI TTR TP

| have been a resident of Lewiston for abaut 45 years and began a small electronics manufagiuring company in the Summit Industrial Park,
As Chmiek Inc., it grew to employ more than 200; under the new owner, Vishay, it employs more than 300. | started a similar company in
Honeoye Falls with employment now at 65 and growing. | was elecled to the local Lewiston-Pgrter School Board for six terms.

| have foliowed ihe locat controversy about Chemecal Wasle Management with interest, | atiended a few RRG meet ngs and also visiled
CWM on several cacasions, visiling the landsde. 1 am convinced thal CWM is practiving staie-of-the-an technelogy m captunng and
neutralizing chemical wastes, and that the probability of release is neghgible. The water 1hal they regularly discharge into the Niagara River is
cleaner than the natural water iiself

Historically, Niagara Falls was home to many of the {argest chemical companies. The envirgnmentalists were not complaining then. Much of
that industry is gone. We now have a back-end, sophisticated technical engineering company employing about 80, mast of them well-paid
professionats. Half of them are tax-paying residents of Lewiston or Porler

CWM is an asset to the local economy.

Limiting the expansion of C\WM would result in sizable rises in local school and property taxes, direcly and indirectly, CWM should be
allowed to continue

Franklyn M. Collins,

Lewislon

Pocidontce far Bocnnancihla ﬂn\:nrnwt speakinq out on hazardous waste trucks

an end to Chemical Waste Managemsant irucks breaking regulations its members fought
hard to have instated

PROFILE: Amy Witryol has been at the forefront of a community movement angered
and nnsat ahnut hazardoons wactn Qperations

By Aaron Besegkar
beseckera@qgnnewspaper.com
On a spring night in Lewiston, Amy Witryed stowly got up from her front-1ow seat and stood al a mrophone before the Town Board,

In a sof bul determined voice near the from of 1he half-crowded room, she urged leaders 1o push tor a change in sialg law that would limit
commercial landfiling near the Great Lakes.

She said she beligved such a2 move would benefit the health and safety of local residents.

And minules after she ended her statement, each Town Board mernber agreed and endorsed her idea,

“if we want results, we must insist.” YWilryo! told the board. ~And we will ©

And for propenents of hazardous wasle fandfiling, those are words they probably already knew, but didn't want 1o hear,

For several years, this daughter of a social seience professor has been at the forefront of a comemunity movernent sngerad and upset about
hazardous waste operations.
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The push, which includes tocal groups as well as individual citizens, is aimed at hafting the expansion of CWM Chemical Services. The
Norlheast's only hazardoug waste facilily, CVWM sits on a portion of a former federal radiological dumpsite linked to the Manhattan Projecl
and munitions produclion facililies.

As the remaining space (or loxic wasle dwandies, the e af CWM's cusrent tandfilf « slowdy chioking to deathn

And that's just how Witryol wants to see it end.

She heliaves CWM's application to state enwvironmental officialg to open a new landfill will fail. “It's not & question of if, it's 8 guestion of
when.” sha said

Dut the approach she takes with the CWM issue doesnt mean she's anti-business, Witryo! added.

In her view, ihe area negds to be cleaned up from the historic chemical and radiclogical contaminalion because it's depressing the tax base.
Mot to menfion the noloriety the area is getting playing host 1o waste.

Wilryol grew up in Storrs, Conn., the home of the Liniversity of Connedcticul and a agricuftural area similar to Lewiston.

She majored in classical guitar white atlending American University, later went fo graduate school and got into the bankmg industry. Witeyol
moved {0 the area in 1998

She became involved in local environmental 1ssues afler seeing a flyer in a local newspaper thal said, “Stop toxic waste,”
Soon she had met the mother of three students in the Lewiston -Porler schools who was also a chermist and engineer

That worman, Ann Roberts, evenlually {eamed up with Wiryol to form the Niagara Health-Science Reporl. The two-persan group focuses on
resgarchmg the Lake Ontano Ordnance Works site and formulating solutions to proted! public heaith

Witryol's work on the LOQW site also includes her parlicipation in the Restoration Advisory Board, a volunteer group working with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers guiding the current faderal cleanup project.

Her involvement in the CYWM issue has lead Witryol to criticize the Lower River Region Chamber of Carmmerce's actions regarding CWh

Whtryo! believes chamber officiais have contnibuied 1o misrepresentations about issues related 1o CWM, the Northeast's only aclive
hazardous wasie facility, in ns advertisemenis and public functions.

willing to Jisten to her slrong opinions, Lewiston Supervisor Fred Newlin is one of the many elected offigials who keeps in contacl with witryo!
regarding environmental issues.

He called her a passionate, commitled person who has the interasts of lhe community at heart.

“5he’s definftely not alraid 10 speak her mmd,” Newlin said.

Porter Supervisor Merton Wiepert has many tmes heard Witryol address his Town Board. He said ha's impressed by har efforl.
“She doas her homework,” Wiepen said.

Witryo! is exirernely hesitant {0 accept recognition for wha! she does, pomiling (o ceuntless cihers who volunieer thew free /me just as much,
if nel mora, than she does

“I'm not th& hers,” she said.

Others have risked their jobs to speak oul, she added. Many others, including Joan Gipp. Vince Agnelic and Willlam Chabay, are especially
worlhy of recognition for iheir efiorls, she said.

Witryo| described both her work and the work of others as sluning a flashlight on the aclivities of every entity, business and agency involved
amound ihe waste buried 10 the past, and the wasle that's still being buried there,

She balieves both of those parlies have taken advantage of the area, but that time has ended.
“We're not going to let it happen anymore.” she sad.

Conlac] Aaron Besecker al 282-2311. ext 2263,
an drivers licenses

e unusual slep on Monday of opposing an initiative Begun by the state's governor,
unanimously objecting to the plan to grani drivers licenses to illegal aliens.

Though the plan has sparked walespread coniroversy across the state and resowbions i objeclion from Niagara and Ere countias, the town
would shill not typically gel involved in issues wilh the state or federal governmenis. Supervisor Fred Newiin said at the council's work
session.

But the prospect of New York state, and espetially areas on the U S.-Canadian border, becoming meore attractive for illegal atiens made the
aclion necessary, said Councilman Ernest Palmer, alse a Niagars Falls police captain.

“We share z border wth a couniry wilh ane of the most liberal immigeatian poticies o the warld.” sawd Paimer, who noled tha! area bridges
and the Niagara Power Project need proleclion.

Palmer's parents were from Scotland and enlered and stayed in the country legally, Paimer said. Allowing athers to do 5o illegally would be
insuiling. he said.
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Gov Eliot Spizer issued an executive order 1o allow legal aliens 1o obtain drivers licepgses beginning in late December He has said his plan
wilt improve public security by creating records for more imrmigranis He would also add what he calls anti-fraud measures to the process.

“What has happened is that the politics of fear and selfishness has replaced the politics of common sense and responsibility,” Spitzer said al
Fordham University an Tuesday. “We are winessing knee-jerk reaclions to sound policieg that have no business baing polticized or poliuted
by fear-mongenng rhetoric.”

But Spilzer’s strong words in defense have not quieted public outcry, as many public derks in alf comers of the state have said they will not
foliow the order

“New York stale has enough problems righl new to deal wilh ancther burden like this,” Newlin said.

n In other board naws, the town voled to create an informal commitiee (o resolve a traffic issue with CWM Chemical Services, More
resirictions are needed on the times whan CWM trucks can drive past ihe Lewiston-Porter School District, Supervisor Fred Newlin said,

The board atso unanimously approved a lefter to CWM, the schoal district and the Town of Porter requesting the change in times,
Councilman Alfonso Bax said that in grevious conversations, CWM has had no arguments with changing the times

7 budget

, a4-0 vote on Monday evening,

The $4.7 million spending plan includes a $300.000 expense to refurbish the Balmer Road water tower, and no increpse n the general towd
tax.

It does not includé an axpected $2.05 millon in revenue from CWM Chemical Services as part of a Host Community Agreement. Officials
said they plan 10 use those funds for yel-ta-be-specified capilal proects

The board’s vole followed a sparsely attended pubhc hearing in Town Hall.

Counciman Jeff Baker was absent for Monday's vote,
on waste law

vant their leaders to support a loxic waste law wasn't enough to change the minds of Porter
Town Board members,

Several individuals lotd fown leaders iney wan! the board 1o pubiiciy suppon a pending siate Law ihat would lmit 1he sitiing of 1oxic wasle
landfiits near the Great Lakes.

But because of an agreement signed with CWM Chemical Services in 2001, the town may nol be allowed to champion ihe proposal,
according to Suparvisor Merlon Wieperl,

Under a Host Community Agreement signed in 2001, the town will receive at least $3 million from the company. In tum, the town agreed not
1o stand in the way of company activities

A hill thaf would irmul toxic landfiffing, mefuding 2t CWHM, the Norheast's only active hazardous waste facilily. passed bolt houses of the sfatg
Legistature 1asi month 11 needs the signature of Gov, George Palaki in order 10 bacome law

The proposal has been endorsed by the Niagara Counly Legisiature, as well as the boards of the Town of Lewision, and the villages of
Youngstown and Lewiston,

Residents including Skeeter Tower and Apnl Fideli approached the board asking for it to write letters of support for the bill 1o the governor
Each questioned how much freedom the board really has, in the face of Wiepen's statements that the agreement has no sunset clause.
“i jusl con't beleve your hands are tied lorevar” Feleh sad.

“Does thal mean tnat we're forever disentranchised?” Tower asked

Upon the advice of Town Altorney Michae! Dowd, such an action could violate the agreement and open up the town Lo a potential civil
lawsuit, Yieperl said.

Dowd said he also believes the lown should pick its fights, considesng that losing a fawsurt ¢ould seriausly nurl ihe town's finances
“That's Lhe recornmendation we gof, and that's what we stuck by, ™ $2id Weepert, who suggested residents wiite indingual femers ta Palak:

CVWM District Manager Richard Sturges seid the company has not taken an official position on Porler's rights with regards to this matter,
saying a decision would have to be made by the company's attorneys.

Still, the bill is not in the best interest of the Town of Porter, according fo Sturges, because it the bili does target CWM, it could hinder future
operations. A halt o operations would have negative financial implicetions on the town, he added

Residents did request each board member wnte a support letter as an individual resident
Mare of ihe boarg members have said i thev would take such an achioa
. on waste jaw

want their leaders to suppor a toxic wasle law wasn't encugh te change the minds of Porer
Town Board members.
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Several individuals 101d {own leaders they want the board to publicly suppon a pending state law that would limit the sding of toxic waste
tandfills near the Great Lakes.

But because of an agreement signed with CWM Chemical Servicas in 2001, the lown may not be allowed to champiun the proposal,
according to Supervisor Meron Wiepert,

Under a Host Community Agreement signed in 2001, the town will receiwve at least $3 million from the company In turn, the town agreed not
1o stand in the way of company activities

A bill that would limn toxic landfilling. including at CWM, the Northeast's only aclive hazardous wasle facility, passed both houses of the slale
Legisfalure last menth, It needs the signature of Gov. George Palaki in order to become law

The proposal has heen endorsed by the Niagara County Legisiature, as well as the boards of the Town of Lewiston, and the villages of
Youngstown and Lewston.

Residents including Skeeter Tower and Aprd Fideli approached the hoard asking for it to wtite letlers of support for the Rill to the govemor.
Each questioned how much freedom the board reallty has. in e (ace of Wieper's slatements that the agreement has no sunsei C'ause.

“l just can't believe your hands are tied forever,” Fideli said.

“Does that mean that we're forever disenfranchised?” Tower asked.

Upon the advice of Town Attorney Michael Dowd, such an action could viclate the agreement and open up the town to a potential civil
lawsuit, Wieper sad

Dowo said he alsa believes the town should pick ds fights, considenng 1hat kesing a fawsuit could serousty hurt the 1own's inances.
“That's ihe recommendaticn we gel, and ihal's what we stuck by.” said Wiepen, who suggesied residents write indnidual letiers to Pataki.

CYWM District Manager Richard Sturges said the company has nol taken an official position on Porler's rights with regards to this matter,
saying a decision would have to be made by the company's attomeys.

Still, the bill is not 1 the besl interest of tha Town of Porter, according 1o Sturges, because if the bill does target CWM it could hinder fulure
operalions. A halt {o operations would have negative financial implicalions on the town, he added.

Resilernls did requast each hoard member wiile a suppor letter as an ndividual resident

Krne nf the hoard memhare have 2ad i thev would take such an acion.
g

trrm e = et a5 e = ey e e -« 4 S1€ fACHlity faces more gquestions thanks tn {he state Senate.
The Senate passed a bill late Friday that would limit future operations at C¥WM Chemical Services.

The bili would amend state environmenital canservaton faw to prohibit locatng a waste thsposat sde i a place that has the poterdial to
discharge mnto the Great Lakes systemn

The Assembly passed the bill Thursday aMernoon.
I now requires Gov. George Pataki's signature in order to becomé faw.
State Sen. George Maziarz, R-Mewfane, sponsored the Senate bill

“Our commurity has been subjecled Io the scourge of hazardous waste for too loag.” the senator sad. “There is absolulely né feason lo
invite more heatth risks mio the Greal Lakes basin and #'s fime we shul the door ~

Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewston, sponsored the Assembly bill.

The new law would fix 2 discrepancy betwsen current state law and the 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement signed by the United
States and Canada, according to Amy Wilryol, a Lewiston resident who has fead the community’s fight over hazardous waste.

Cwht, which is running out of room in the present {andfill on its Balmer Road properly, is located just miles from Lake Onlaria and the
Niagara River

The compary has apphed for permils from the slale 1o Treale a new fandfilf, known as Residuais Management Unit-2. or RMU-2.
Several local communities reguested the state amend the legislatien

Resalutions supporting the amendment ware passed by the Niagars Gounty Legislature, as well as in the Villages of Lewistan and
Youngstown and the Town of Lewiston.

The Town of Panier is prohibited from apposing activities at C¥VWM under terms of a Host Community Agreement which provides the town with
millions of dotlars for community projecs

In 2001, 1he state Departmer of Environmenial Conservation toung CYWM in violation of regulations for discharges of PCBs. a suspedcied
carcinggen whose production was baoned inihe Uniled States in 1he late 1970s.

lllegal levels of discharge were also found coming from an undetermined area of the site in 2003 and 2004,
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This 15 the second year in a row the fight tor a pendirg stale law related to hazardous wasle has come down to the wire
In 2005, a law pushing for a slalewide plan gnsuring equitable hazardous waste siting passed ihe legislature in the final days of session,

it was evenlually sianed by Pataki in mid-July.
.akes waste bill

before 2:30 pm today that woukd imit the sitng of hazamdous waste faciklies in the Great
Lakes basin.

The bifl, sponsored by Assemblywoman Frapcine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, requires hazardous waste facilities to prove they have no potential
to discharge toxic substances into waters of the Great Lakes system

|f approved by the Senate and signed by the govemor, it could affeci operations at WM Chemical Services in Porler, the Norheast's only
hazardous waste facllity

osal bills need to be voted on

. wices and Miagara County could come up for a vote this week i both houses of the siate
iegisiature.

Bills introduced by Assemblywoman Francing DelMonte, D-Lewiston, and State Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newfane, would amend state
environmental conservation law to prohibt locating a waste dispesal sile in a place that has the potential to discharge Into the Great Lakes
system. It doesn't totally rule them out though — a disposal site cauld be aliowed if the company could prove there |5 no potential for the
release of toxic substances from its propeny.

The new law would fix a discrepancy between current state law and the 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement signed by the United
States and Canadas, according fo the legistation's supparnters The 1978 agreement calls fof the ~substandial elimnation” of persisient toxc
subslances info the Great Lakes system

The bills are worthy of our supporl and that of the Assembly and Senate. For decades all manner of toxic chemical found their way into the
Great Lakes — and eventually — into Lake Ontario. Anyone who spent lime along Lake Ontuna's, and sometimes ihe Niagara River's, banks
inihe 70s and 80s remembers the numerous fish kills and the murky, polluted walers,

Things seem betler these days — thanks in parl to he Zebra Mussel, which has helped to make the water clearer — but there’s room for
improvernent. For the most part, the two bills presented would impact CWM and its plans for a new landfill at its Balmer Road facilily uniess
the faciity could prove nathing was leaking fram its site

While CYWM annually discharges about 20 milfion gallons of treated waler into the Niagara River. company officials say their tests show that
the water releaged is cleaner than that which is already in Lake Erie, |.ake Ontario and the Niagara River,

Prove that and that nothing is leaking into surrounding tributaries and its business as usual at CYWM. We could live with that. Of course it
would be nice to have that confirmed by an independent third parly

But that's in the future, right now the questian is will a vote aclually take place in the two hauses?

When asked fast week, neither DelMonte nor a representalive from Maziarz's office could specrfy if and when thew bift couid came fo the floor
for a vote

When asked lasi week, neither DelMonte nor a representative from Maziarz's office could specify if and when the bill could come to the floar
for a vole.

We hane thege hills furn nt ta ba mare than lnst lin servies

s unedited letter abhout truck traffic

—4 == w———. Ponter Schoal Board President David Schaubent regarding truck traf(ic atong

e oo e e mememeim e

Creek Road:

“There has been much discussion iately concerning the District's lack of sensitivity and action relaled to truck traffic on Creek Road. The
District is and always has been manitaririg and acting in the best interests of the District and its students. Examples of this aclivity are
cansultations with and the appoinimant of Or {Joseph) Gardella to represent our interests with the (Lake Ontario Qrdnance Works
Restoration Advigory Board); contacts with the New York State (Depariment of Transporiation) goncerning speed limil restictions, the
installation of g traffic lght on Pletcher and Creek moads, and alternate tratfic raules: contacts with CWH conceming their truck traffic pahems
and bfackout periods and sformal inputs 10 the WM Communiy Action Commillee via members of the 'ocal communiy

“However, in lhis same vein, the District will not allow the various political action commitiees on both sides of the hazgrdous and nuclear
waste debate fo use the students of the Lewiston-Porter School Digtrict as pawns in forwarding their individual agendas. Overt official District
activities are and will be restricted to forwarding input received by the District through our official and unofficial representatives on the CWM
CAC and the Lake Ontario Ordnance Worke RAB.

“it must be remembered ihat while being located on a State Route has disadvantages associated wilh various types of vehicular traffic that
use the designated truck route, the Dislricl also enjoys the advantages of having accoss to a much safer road due to quicker snow removal,
sunaco mairtenande, and width and safety related boundaries and access controls specifically refated to i being a designated State Route.

‘The concems presented to the Distnct ang ihe Board by citizens ara and will continue o be taken seriously. The Distrie! has, ang will

continue to address these concemns via the proper forums that have been established far that purpose and will nat ba drawn into the
emnational, faclional, political debate as this will not serve the interests of the parents and students of the Lewiston-Porter School District.”
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i highs and lows

n TAX BILLBOARD: Thanks 1o more than 32 000 donated to Lockpon businessman Lee J, Bordeleaw, a billboard blasting the county’s high
propery lax rate will soon be unveiled on South Transit Road in Lockporl, Bordeleau is hoping to raise enough money for a second sign on
Niagara Falls Boulevard. Here's hoping he's successful — maybe we can shame govemment officials into action.

n SABRES ALL-STARS: This week's annountement of three Buttalo Sanres being named starters in the vpcoming NHL Al-Star game is
quite an accomplishment The Sabres are the firs! team to place three players in an All-Star starting lineup since fan balloling began in 1986.
While the team's recent success has more to do with just the play of cenler Daniel Brigre, defenseman Brian Campbell and goalie Ryan
Miller, it's good to see the test of the hockey world 1ake notice.

JEERS

n NFR RENEGOTIATION: We don't like the sound of Miagara Falls Redevelopment giving cily aomeys a proposed revision of its 2003
agreement with the city. Falls attomeys say the document is more concise and str@amlined. We hop# it has nolhing to 4o with loosening
reguirements NFR is supposed to meet for work in the city.

n CWH TRUCK PATH: A receni sitdy by a community group determined there are no alternative routés for trucks travelng to and from the
CWH Chemical Services site in Porler. Much of the concemn stems from ihe fact the trucks drive righl past the Lewiston-Porler School
District campus. With no altematives available, I's crucial truck drivers follow the rulgs on their way to C¥WM — no driving during school
hours and no stopping in Niagara County.

7 to be year of planning

. porant issues” lor the coming year duning the Town Board's annual reorganizationat
meeling Tuesday.

Wieper 5aid he believes several issues, mostly centered on planning, need 1o be addressed in 2007

Cn the supervisor's list- The approval of the Niagara River Greenway plan and propased projects connected to the plan; choosing what
capnal projects should be undecaken wih close to 52 million through a host communily agreement set {o arrive from CYwh Chernical
Services the expansion of shared services, especially with the Village of Youngsipwn, communily events; residential development projects;
codiicalion of a new zonmng manual that corresponds with the town's Comprehensive Plan.

In other town matiers:

n The Town Board appointed John “Dufly” Johnston to the Zoning Board of Appeals

Johnsion s the vacancy left by the passing of Ant King,

The term expires Dec. 31, 2011,

n The buard appainted William Rolland 1o the newly created position of alternate on the Planning Board

The Planming Board will have six members tms year, and Rolland would serve if another board member was absent

Rolland. an outspoken criic of hazardous waste landfill operator CWM Chemical Services, will be reguired to recuse himself from any voles
perlaining 1o the company, Wieper said.

The same will be expected of Planning Board Chairnan George Spira, a former employee at CAM. YWiepen added.

Spira was appointed to hig ninth year as chaiman.

Ralland'z threavaor toerm evnirac Ner 11 200G

 editor

I'm writing in response lo the Gazetle's June 28 arlicle on Chemical Waste Managemen! wastewater tasting. Of course, the citzens of the
Town of Porer and Lewision want honest and non-brased testing of the 18 to 20 million galtons of "reated” wastewater which CWM dumps
into the Niagara River each year. We not only want it tested, we insist on it! CWM claims it doesn't even hurl the minnows. | speak from the
experience of a man who has been on this river all kis life. I've been fishing there on Peggy's Eddy since age 10. | am now 86. The CWM
“treated” water empties nght Inlo what once was the spawning ground for perch. There hasn't been a perch papulation in the lower Niagard
River singe that discharge pipe was installed. You can fool some of the people some af the time, but you can't fool Mothar Nature!

Ifindeed. CWM puls clear, pristine water into the Niagara River have them prave t with thorough, independent testing. Have them also {est
the waters of the creeks thal flow Shrough thew propenly camying PCB's siraighlinto Lake Onlario. Locals who kniow these waters know the
damage 1hat has been doneg 1o lle along the way. If CWM can spend $1.2 million 10 lobby far their own permits and profits, lhe least they can
dois put $15,000, or whatever it takes, to prove to us old-limers and fishermen, and people who love and value this comer of the world, and
people who want to maintaln their health and their properly values, and those who want to leave a legacy of a clean, haalthy place to live for
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{heir children and grandchildren — prove it 1o us a#!
Arhur King

Youngsiown

PORTFR- Rexidonte nnint tn citinn plan, “do not disturh” order

ill expansion plans criticized past decisions and inaclivity of state officiais during two
ECOpINg Sessions Neo ¥yvweanesaay.

While officials from the state Department of Environmental Conservalion attended the meeting fo hear about whether CVWMW's list of
environmental effects was complete, membars of the public took the apporiunity to talk about what they saw as past mistakes.

Gary Abraham, special counsel to the Niagara County Legislature. objected to the scoping sessions even occurnng at this point

Abraham beleves because the DEC has yel to complete a siatewsde Hazardous Waste Sidmg Plan, the scoping process wil sikely have to be
revisiled in the fulure.

“It doesn't make any sense to make the decision now,” Abraham saud

The DEC, as ordered by the state Legislelura in 1887, must create a comprehensive plan that is meant to detail the equitable distribution of
hazardous waste dispasal in the state,

Audrey Agnello, wile of Residents for Responsible Government President Vincent Agnellp, read a siatement prepared by her husband, who
was, ot of town.

Agnello’s statement also pointed 1o the unfinished plan, which has been mandated numerous times bolh legislatively and by lhe slate
Supreme Gourl

Gary Bauer, a Whealfield resident, also questioned the delay in seeng a finished siting plan
“That just does nat make any sense to me why the law of New York state has not been enforced.” Bauer said.

DEC representative Dan David said because of a stale law passed (ast year, ihe siting plan does need o ke completed before the DEC can
deem C¥WW's agphcalion complele.

Some of Wednesday's speakers also questioned why CWM's application for a new landfill is being considered when lhere exists an order
from the state Depaniment of Health not to disturb the soils in the area because of prior comamination.

Thomas Freck, a Balmer Road resident, gquestioned why soil is allowed to be disturbed an the sfte in spite of the order
“It neards ta be tharannhly invastinated hefare mare is dug up and buried,” Freck said

mson

e e i i — i e e o _..__ filed for personal bankruptey. has been appointed as lhe lown's new part-time budget
direcior.
Democrat Michael Johnseon resigned his 313,452 position as board member effeclive midnight Monday in order to take over the $41,000
position as budget directar, but defended his hiring despite the bankruptey claim.

“That was a long. lang lime ago,” Johnson said. “}t was over the sale of a piece of properly and has no bearing on my hwing *

Town Supervisor Steven Reiler sad he had no reservations regarging Johnsen’s pnar financial roubles, adding he believes Johnson's
experience will be an asset to the posilian

“A long time ago, (he filed for bankruptey} he's gone through two elgclions since his financial iroubles and obviously the voters of Lewistan
don't think it's an 1ssue,” Reiter said. *) have total faith and confidence in him.”

Reiter said Johnson's base salary is $33,826, and he will receive an addilional 57,500 in procurements, all of which was a parl of the 2010
budget.

“i there isn't room, we w.ll make room for the pashion, but ths s an approprated pastion int our 2010 budget.” Retter sad

Jehnson sad that his fiscally conservalive values as well as his 35 years of experience in the real estate business should make residents
feel comfortable in his appeintment

Reiter said the town did not advertise for tha budget manager's position openly but he did have several candidates in mind.
"It was simply an ¢asy dectsion to pul Mike inta this position,” Reiter said
The town clerk has been asked ta adverige for the vacant councimember’s pasition on the naw all-Republican board.

In olher meeting 15sues, Dennis Dobling of Resident’s for Responsible Govemment was crihica) of the town's hiring of parl-lime attorney's
Michae! Dowd and Mark Gabriele, who both have ties to expansion eHors of Chemical Wasiec Management.

Dowd served for many years as council for the Town of Porter, where he actively participated jp the CWM host communily agreement that
made Paorter a partner in ihe expansion of CWM,
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During the time same, the Town of Lewiston vehemenily opposed any pannership or expansion of the waste storage sile

Now with Dowd werking as atlomey for both mumcipalities, Dooling said that Resident's for Responsible Governmen? suggest that Dowd ba
prevented from discussing issues involving the expansion or increasing the amount of hazardous waste taken in at CYWM.

Gabriele, who works privately al Harris Beach LLP, aided that firn in drafting the hazardous waste facililies citing plan, which suppors landfil
expansion. Dooling said that due ta Gabrigla's work at Harris Beach, he toa should rot be permitted to discuss issues nvolving CWM with
the townt haard ar Anenisar

5 hazardous waste bill

U, L RIS S oo o s eouay walCH GOUlD Bave slopped the proposed expansion of a hazardous landfill in Niagara
County.

The bill would hava hanned the siting of hazardous waste landfills in locations with a potenttal to discharge into the Great Lakes syslem, if
signed, it could have jeopardized a proposal of CWt Chemical Services, which operales & landfill on Balmer Road in Porler, to expand ils
facility,

Thie bill can st be ovenurned by a velo in the stale _egiskature

“Essentially, it would have closed the state’s only pemmitted hazardous wasle disposal facilty and we would have hean left having to send
waste to other statas,” said Judith Enck, the state’s Deputy Secretary for the Environment, "We didn't think closing the ene and only facility at
this time wouid be parlicularly sensible.”

The same bitl came up last year and was vetoed by then-Gov George Pataki.

Oficial confirmatian of the veto, and a copy of the mama by Spitzer's office explaning the decision, were oblained abaut 7:20 p.m | and
came after Spitzers press aftice taded to confiern the news despile repeated phone catls.

“This wasn'l good lggislation and the governor was right to veto it,” sad Lori Caso, a CWM spokespersen. “The bill was aclually an
environmental negative. Clean up in New Y ork state is imponant, and having a site like C¥WM thal disposes of waste from brownfields and
other remediation projecis is vital.”

But the late notification and iack of publiciy frustrated several individuals who supporied the bill and vehemently oppose CYWM's expansion
One of those, amy ¥Witryol, said she was not given much informatien on Lhe veto,

“Whal | can say, ather than we've seen no veto memo so we can't respond o this, 15 we've heard of no wedible issues ar concems.” she
smd “So eitber somethng's been kepl from us of the rationale behind the velo kacks subslance.

“Either way, it makes you wonder whether voters made the nght choics lasi November (electing Spitzer).”
A mass e-mail sent by April Fideli, president of Residents for Respongible Govemment, echoed Wilryol's sentiment,

"We will have more somment when the public is let in on what the governor's rationale was for the veto, but as of ttus writing, we can only
express our disappointment at the govermar's lack of leadership and lack of transparency ” Fidel wrote.

Frdeh akso wrale a page-kng keher o Spitzer on behall of RRG catimg the fandill “the single larges] envicosimential cancen of Niagara
Coumty and is Leqislature,” and delaiting fhe reasons New York stale does not nead a foxc fandhl.

Spitzer's veto memo called the bill overly broad, prohibiting as much as 40 percent of the state from having a toxic lanafil, and said that
sending hazardous waste to other states will be “significantly more expensive.” It said it sharad the environmenial goneerns of the bill's
sponsor, state Sen. George Maziarz.

The governaor will instead roll out a plan t¢ ¢complete a statewide hazardous waste study dons by the state Depardment of Environmental
Conservation, Enck said

“H would ook at 1he hazardous wasie disposal needs of the siale and what are the responsible options for wasie diaposal ™ Enck sadd_ il s
long overdue ™

1or vetoes hazardous waste law

beseckera@gnnewspaper.com

Gov. George Palaki has rejecled 3 proposed law intended to limit the expansion of CWMW Chantkcal Services, the Northeast's only hazardous
waste iandfdl facility located m Lewision and Porler

In his velo, Patak) sad the proposed law was premalure since 1he stale Depariment of Environmental Conservalion 15 cumently working on a
state-wide siting plan.

He also pointed to "serious flaws” in the legislation, some of which were raised by the DEG and the Depardment of State,

The bill, which was sponsored by Assemblywoman Francine DelMante, O-Lewiston, and Senator George Maziarz, R-Mewfane, sought 1o
prevent any hazardous waste landfill from bemg siled that has potential to diseharge into the Great Lakes System.

For the latest on Lhis story, stay tuned to www.niagara-gazelte.com and pick up a copy of lemorrow’s paper.

[ik:]
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onations may still be influencing process, resident says

[ P

beseckera@gnnewspaper.com
A bill passed by both houses of the state Legislature aimed at limiting toxic flows into the Great Lakes sits amang a lot of campany,

Like hundreds of olher bils, some passed by the Senate and Assembly as far back as February, it awais the signature of Gov George
Pataki in order for il to become state faw.

But for those who believe the slate should enact a law 1o limil hazsrdous waste siting near the Great Lakes, the work isni done,
And the pressure on pofitical leaders from {he community is still mounting.

Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, and state Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newlane, both sponsored bills in their respective
houses. Both passed over the final two days of the legistative session last wesk.

Bt oflicials in nedher office know i, or when, Gov. George Patass inlends 10 sign &

A spokesman for the governor said the Bl has not yet been transporied to the execulive offices. But once it arrives, the govemnor has 10
days in which to sign it or veto it. If the govemor does neither, the bill automatically becomes law.

“We don't commaent on anything until we recaive it," said Pete Constantakes, a spokesman m Pataki's office.

Under the bdl, no hazardous waste facilily would be allowad to be constructed in the Great Lakes area unless it could prove it did not have
the patentiat to discharge toxic substances into the fresh water system

CWH Chemical Services, the Northeasl's only hazardous wasle facildy located n Porler, has applied tor a permit from the slate to build a
new landfll on s site.

DelMonte said she believes the bill should reach the governor's oHitd no [ater than September, though there's always the chance it could
take longer,

“Until the bill is called up, the clock doesn’t start ticking,” DelMonte said.

Officiais in Maziarz's office have ye! ta recawve an indation from the governor's office about the tl's fate. said Susan Senecah, the
senalar's environmental policy director.

Maziarz plans 1o wrile a lelter to Patakr encouraging him to sign the bill, He alsa hopes to speak to the governor one-on-one about it,
Senecah said.

By law, ihe govermnar is able to sign a bill until the end of the year, she added.

April Fidel, vice president of Residen!s far Responsible Govenment, a group of environmentally concerned citizens. said she expecls the
governor will sign the legislatkan.

“1 beleve he'll show ihe public That he cares,” Fideh said,

Amy Witryol, a Lewnision resident who's been vocal on environmental 1ssues, said she expects lobbyists hired by CVWW's parent company
may slill play a role in whether or not the bill is signed.

She pointed to bath lobbying efforis and campaign contributions as lactics that can stilt influerice the process,

By the end of the year, Wasie Management, CWW's parent, wili have spent mare than $1.2 millian on lobbyists since 2003
One of Ine 1obbymsis working on behal! of CYWM nas a1so contnbuled to Maziarr's pofitical campaign.

In 2005, Crane and Vacco donated meore ihan $2,300 to the senatar's coffers.

“Being green is agsy when the governor 5 credited with land purchases in the Adirondacks,” Witryol said. "Being graen won'i stick if he
cannot oppose the toxic waste lobby on what Sen, Maziarz called a ‘'no-brainer” of a bill."

Contacl Aaron Sesecker at 282-2311. Ext. 2263,
anations may still be influencing process, resident says
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houses, Both passed over the fmal iwo days of the legislative session Jasl week,
But officials in nedher office know if, or when, Gov. George Pataki intends to sign it.

A spokesman for {he governor said 1he bill has not yet been transporied to the executive offices. But once it arrives, the govemor has 10
days in which to sign it or veto it. If the govemor does neither, 1he bill aulomatically becomes law.

“We don't comment on anything until we receive it,” said Pete Constantakes, a spokesman in Pataki's office.

Undear the bilt no hazardo.us waste facdity would be aliowed !0 be constiucled 5 the Grea! Lakes area amkess it could prove it did not have
the potential to dischame toxic substances into the fresh water sysiem

CWM Chemical Services, ihe Norlheast's only hazardous waste tacilty located in Porler. has applied for a pemnit from the state to build a
new landfill on its sife.

DelMonte said she believes the bill should reach the governor's office no |ater than September, though there's aiways the chance it could
take longer.

“Unitif the bill is called up, the clock doesn’t starl ticking,” DiefMonte said

Officials in Maziarz's office have yet to recaive an indication from ihe governor's office about the bill's fate, said Susan Senecah, the
senator's enwviranmenial palicy director

Maziarz plans to wrile a letler to Pataki encouraging him to sign the blll. He also hopes to speak to the govemar one-oni-one about it,
Senecah said.

By law, the govemor 1s able to sign a bill unlif the end of the year, she added.

Apnl Fideti, vice president of Residenis {or Respensible Government, a group of enwwronmentally concerned citizens sa she expects the
gavemnor will sign ihe legisiation

“I believe he'll show the public that he cares,” Fidel said.

Amy Wilryol, a Lewiston resident who's been vocal on environmental issues, said she expacis labbyists hired by CWM's parent company
may still play a rgle in whether or not the bill is signed.

She painted to bolh labhying efforls and campaign contributions as taclics that can still influence the pracess

By the end of the year, Waste Management, CWM's parent, will have spent more than $1 2 mitlion on lobbyisis since 2003.
Cne of the lobbyists working on behall of CYWM has also contributed 1o Maziarz's polilical cempaign.

In 2005, Crane and Vacco donaled more than 32,300 1o the senator's coffers.

“Being green 1s easy when the govemnor s credited with land purchases in the Adirondacks,” Witryol said. “Being green won't stick if he
cannot oppose the toxic waste lobby on what Sen. Maziarz called 4 no-brainer’ of a bill.”

Contact Aaron Pesecker at 282.27311 Fxt 2263

LEWISTON— A tractor-tezitor hauing unknown cargo 40 U evmn i o moygsy oan o diesel fuel along the way Friday

The truck on its way from Weedsporl to the Lewision landfill apparenily suffered a ruptured fuel tank on the 1-180 naorthbound and began to
drip a frail of fuel behind it.

“One of his saddle tanks was punclured, and he bled diesel fuel for 10 miles,” State Palice Zone Sgl. Ronald Warner sard.. I know it was
exacily 10 miles because | measured it."

The trait of diesel stretched from just south of the Military Road exit of the 1-190, extending down Lewiston Road to Creek Road and over to
Bakmer Roag before the truck stopped st before reaching lhe gates of CWM. Pooks of of ware usibte at mtersechions along the way where
the fnick had slopped

Les Myles, deputy chief of the Lewiston Hazmal team, said the crews moved guickly to contain 1he spill.

“We used an absorbent material 1o dry up {the fuel),” Myles said

The Depariment af Envirenmental Conservation then contracled willr a hazardous waste disposal firn to come in and aclually clean up the
dried up fuel.

WWhile the spilt and clean up disrupted lraltic, both Warner and Myles said there was no danger to neariry residents and no evacuations. None
of the aflecied roadways were Closed o traffic

“There is a new dark line down the road where the fuel leaked,” Wamer said.

The driver of the fruck, identified as John Hinkel Jr., 43, of Forl Plain, was charged by the DEC with dumping hazardaus matenal on a
7Q
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roadway Troopers charged Hinkel with a fuel ieak under federal ransponaton laws.
Contact reporter Rick Pleiffer

at 282-2311, exl, 2252.

et for tonight

e = rm et g et v e e mam— e — SOIATIES Dy 3 5 percem wilt be open !or public commen at a hearing stated for tonight

The $4.7 million spending plan, which keeps the general town Yax rate al 79 cents per $9,000 of assessed valuation, hasn'l changed since it
was initially proposed by Supervisor Merton Wieperl,

The budget does not include an expected 52 million in revenue from CYWW Chemical Services set to amive as part of a Host Community
Agreement

“¥ou don't budget maney until you got it in your pocket,” Wieperd said.

The superwsor 5ai0 he expecs ihe check 10 amive in May

Town officials are presently amassing a list of possible capital projects for the CWM money, according to Wieperl,

Members of the public will be allowed to comment during the publie hearing, to 1ake place at 7 p.m. in Town Hall, 326% Creek Road.

Town officials are planning to spend $300,000 in 2007 to refurhish the Balmer Road water {ank, which hasn't received any wark in about 20
years.

Funds from the waler resarve fund will be used, Wiepen saxd

Under the spending plan, Porter will pay $30.000 more for operations at the Lewiston Waler Pallution Control Center, which services sewers
in the town.

The 2007 budget figure is $240,000, up from $210,000.

Town officials have also set aside $1,000 for the potential hiring of a consultant to deal with issues related to the reconfiguration of the
Roberl Moses Parkway.

Srate officials wi beg.n a public process early nexd year I discuss possible changes 1o a sireich of the parkway from Mam Streel m Niagara
Falls to around the Town of Lewiston line

The total 2007 budged figure is 34,716,236, The total amount to be raised by taxes is $1.209.355.
The olan needs ta be finalized bv iate Novsmber

1 waste plan

L AT b T By e e e g WTBZTNZ IOORS O upoate a 1887 law the Depariment of Envirormental Conservaion has yet
to fofRow.

Aside from calling for a 20-year managemeni plan for hazardous wasie in the state, it also proposes a 2015 sunset tb hazardous waste
landfill operations.

“There’s a lot of amaws in this bill that are meant for the hean of thazardous waste) landfillz in the state,” said Sue Senscah, Maziarz's
special assistant for environmental issues,

The proposed legiskation woulkd amend the 1987 Hazardous Wasle Management Act which called foc a statewide sing plan for hazardous
wasie facidies.

At the time the onginal law was written, New York had three hazardous wasle landfills, Senecah said.
Today, the only landfill currently operating. CWM Chemical Services, sits in Niagara Counly's backyard.

CWM has already fifed an application to build a new landfill with stale environmental officials, though the application has not yet been
deemed completie

A 2005 law requires e compietion of lhe statewide harardous wasta plan belore the new tandfilt application can be accepled as complele

According 1o Seneca, the issue needs lo be framed as something larger than a landfifl that touches the Town of Porter in Niagara County in
the northwest comer of the state.

“Revising the 1987 act offers the best chanse to elevate 1his to a slatewide-leve! conversation,” she said.

In 2006, the state Legisiature passed bills spansored by Maziarz, R-Newfane, and Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, which
called for any hazardous waste landfill sited within the Greal Lakes basin to show thene was no patential for discharge inta the freshwaler
systemn.

The bills passed 1y both the Assembdly and the Senate with very Tew opposing votes, bul the legisiation was evenlually veloed by former Goy,
George Pataki

Senecah said Maz:arz worked exiremely hard to get the bill passed. more so than most leg:s/ators spend on maosl bllls.

T
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if every legislalor worked ike he did, crossing hnes of accepted protocol. there would be “rebellion™ in Albany, Senecah sad.
Al this poinl, Maziarz has no plans to reintroduce the language of 1ast year's failed bill, she added.

This year's propoaed |egislalion increases the size of the hazardous waste siting board that would review CWM's application by adding more
members of the public and representativas of slate agencies.

It calls for the creation of a stalewide Hazardqus Waste Managerment Task Force 1o assist with the creation of the management plan

I removes specic evaluaiion standards for polenlia sites. micduding he potential risks of greund and surface waler conlamination as well as
the risk of explosions o fires due to mproper siorage methods.

In their place, an ecosystem-based approach will be taken, an approach which considers the place of humans within the environment. {t
includes social, culiural and hisloric considerations in addition to environmental and natural ones.

But the law is glso not without its critics.

Amy Witryol, a Lewistan resident who has been a communily advocate on lhe CWM issue, questians the changes to those benchmarks

“If Sen Maziarz beheves his 2013 sunsel will obvisle new hazardous waste landfll applications, then why does most of 1he bill language
change the criteria for a slatewide siting ptan, change the environmenial standards 1o which the applicant is held and change the people who
make the decision?” Wilryol wrote in an e-mail.

Senecah said Maziarz and his stafl are open to making any impravements 1o the bill's language.

“We welcome a good faith discussion,” she said.

CVWM spokeswoman Lor Casa issued a brief staterment on behalf of (he company

“We are review:na the leqistation.” she said. "Waste Management would welkome a hazardous wasie siting plan for Mew York state.”

id piece distorted her position on PCB dumping

B . . B S 10 a hazardous waste landfill in Miagara Counly is now at the center of a new
debate involving two candidates running for the New York state Senate.

school board to address chemical waste

|t s 2o e el Laere sesves ¢ wens canasd OF EOUCAHON 10 pul more prassure on federal agencies responsdile for monitonng ang
cleaning chemical waste arcund the schoo! district.

With new action on the horizon that would expand Chemical Waste Management's capacity al it$ Porter landfill and possibly create a second
landfill, a group of concemed residents said Tuesday the board's tima to speak up is fast approaching.

Amy Wiiryof, a member of the Community Advisory Committee for CWM, said the board should evaluate the U.S Depariment of
Environmental Conservation's waste siting plan and, if it opposes it. the board needs o put pressure on the DEC.

“If the schoal choosas not to comment, [ think that sends a clear message to agencies thal tha sehoal s satisfied with the transporiation past
the schools.” Wiiyol saud, refernng to the irucks camrying hazardous waste through the dislried. “Since that's been an issue in the past |
would urge you lo look into thal.”

'f CWM expands its current landfill, trucks thal iransporl chemical waste along Creek Road past the Lewiston-Poner campus will ikely
continue through 2013, Witryol said. if CYWM adds a second {andfili, it will require Iransportation af hazardous matenal for another 11 years,
she added.

Two public hearings will be held for comment on the falest siting plan draft al 6 p.m. Nov 19 at the Niagara Falls Public Library and Nov. 20
at Lewiston-Parter High Scheaol The siting drafl 15 ontine af: htip./fwww det.ny govichemical@d54 ntml.

April Fideh. head of Residents for Responsible Government, meanwhile, said the testing around the Niagara Falls Storage Sile hasn't been
enough. More testing :5 needed to determmine how contamination from the former Manhatian Project sforage affects the school district, Fideh
said, noting a Sept 8 letler from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to the Army Corps recommended addiional off-site testing to
gauge how far the contamination extends

“We urge the school board to request the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provide the school district property with the same investigation and
maonitoring as the Nsagara Falls Storage Site.” Fideli said. "The Niagara Falls Storage Site praperly is located one mile east of the Lewiston-
Porler campus and houses high-activily radwactive maderial. . The faderal government should provide survellance for the school

New supenniendend R, Chiistopher Roses whose first oficial board meeting was Tuesday, oM the Gazete familianzing himself with the
disirict's environmental issues is one of lis top priorities as he moves forward. Roser began as superintendent on Qct. 1.

“It's one thing reading it in the paper, it's another ta go to Joe Gardelia and listen to whal has taken place and what he's doing,” Roser said
after Tuesday’s meeting.

Gardella, a chermsstry professor at the University of Buffato, has peen working with the schagl disinct and serving as a liaison between the
community and the Army Corps.

Boand president Robert Wetier said the boand has been repeatedly assured by federal agencies the disinicl i safe, but he suppons g push for
more testing. Welier sad the board met wilh Gardefia and plans are sel for him {o evaluale the campus to reques! spectic areas 1o test and
monitor.

“We're gaing fo map out where we'd like Lhe tests,” Weller said. "It's a constant batile but | jus! want to reassure you, we are conslantly
worried about tha safety of the children.”
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INVESTIGATION: Sediments from drainage through contaminated sites warrant closer

B =l mbssmdes momn o

n behalf of the Niagara County Health Depariment suggests thal while there are no
areas arwnd the former t.ake ‘Ontario Ordnance Works that require urgenl aclion, thete are areas Inal deserve more inveshgatiom 4o rule out
the possibilily of major issues.

Released this moenth, the Community LOOW Project’s report outlines ten recornmendations for state and federal agencies charged with
handling the investigation and cleanup efforls araund the contaminated LOOW sltg in Lewiston and Porter.

Funded by $200,000 in govemment grants, The Community LOOW Project was formed in 2005 to evaluate data from agencies respomsitle
for the site's cleanup and to ensure agencies address the communty’s concerns.

The former LOOW site consisls of vanous prapenies, which include CWM Chemical Services, a hazardous waste landfill, and most of the
Lewisten-Porter Central School Distnict.

Project Coordinator K. Scotl King said the project has found a number of “data gaps” and there are two areas that require most additional
attention

Firsi. the sediments at Four Mile Creek and the soulhwest drainage diteh shouid be mvestigated for possible contamination. Different
properies have different “menitoring and regulalory requirements, but “commeon parameters” shou!d be sel in evaluating surface water (hat
“traversas different properlies,” according to the reporl.”

The report also said sediment was not sufficiently evaluated in some areas.

“Migeation of sediment through storm flow should be considered,” it said “Previous investigation technique s tor sediment sampbng that d
nat use vertical conng profites would nol have been sufficient 1o dentify afl potential sediment contammaton.

Second, authorities should betler monitor the air quality coming from the direction of the CWM landfilis and contaminated Niagara Falls
Storage Site properties.

“We don‘t know exaclly if they're major issues,” King told the Gazetle, “Bul there’'s some concern . . and some areas where we need more
imormation ”

Infarmation, the reporl concluded, has not always been readily available to the public. noting “mull-year delays in gelling information to the
public and proceeding with decision-making and actual remediation.”

The repor recormmeands an archive be made available to the public containing all research, records and dacuments of LOOW site activily
and the public should be assisted in leaming how to use the project’s data maps, which use geographe infarmation systemn technology. The
maps sre available cntine at http fcommunilyloowpraject.com,

Lori Caso, spokeswoman for CVWM, sad Lhe company disagrees wilh some of the information contained within the report and has “provided
appropriate data” in response

“We antcipate that the final report will reflect our comments,” Caso said via e-mall.

Tha raaitts of the Community | DOW Praiect's repor] will be presented at a public hearing, 7 p. m Tuesday al the Lewiston Senior Cenler

1 the PCBs

gt =t ray rimrs s e s epennngy e o OV S0ME roadblocks in front of 75,000 tons of contarmnated wasie bound for the Town of
Porier.

Members of the Legislature unanimously supgarled a resolution that “strongiy” encourages the state Deparlment of Enwiranmental
Conservation to develop a safer aiternative plan for handbng PCBs the agency plans to mave from a waste site 1 Warren County 16 the
CWM Chemmal Services landlil in Porer

'l makes pur image as a county undesirable,” said Legisfator Dennis Vinuosa, D-Niagara Falls. “We all saw what happened wilth Love Canal
We're still sutlering the effects.”

The DEC is under arders fram the federal government to clean up an old General Elecinic operation 1n the YWamren County community of
Queensbury and transfer the waste by truck to Niagara Courtty. Under the DEC's proposal anm eshimated 74,600 tons of a talal of 149,200
tons of hazardous wasie from the ske would be hauted to CWM

The Legislature’s resolution characterizes land disposal of hazardous wasle as the “least preferable metnod” of managing such material and
suggests that New York should not add hazardous waste landfill capacity in Niagara County or anywhere else in New York. The move comes
just days after lawmakers in Ere County went on record as opposed to the expansgion of GWH.

As an added deterrent, Niagara County lawmakers also took the first formal step in a process that would allow the county 'o place a PCE
imporiaton tax of $200 per lon on any material urked acioss coLnty .nes under lhe DEC 5 plan. Lawmakers directed the county aliomey to
prepare a home rule message that asks state lawmaker for permission to implement the {ax which would be used to cover ihe county's cos!
for public safely and infrastructure needs relaled 1o management of the hazardous materiai,

In other matters, the Legislature:

- Accepted a £2 million payment from the Niagara County Industrial Development Agency to cover the ameunt the agency barrowed from the
county back in the 1980s !0 creale a "evoiving loan fund {o assis! area businesses By law, the money musi be relamed 1o the county
accoun! from which it was ¢rig.naily taken, Majority Leader Richard Updegrove, R-Lockporl, said members of the Repubhcan-led Majorily
eventually ptan to set the money aside to help reduce the county's propeny tax rate come budget time.

~d
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“It i5 the posdion of my caucus thal these monies wili be retumed o the taxpayers,” he said

n Supported a resclulion directing Counly Manager Gregory Lewis (o hold off on filling the position of direclor of the Depariment of Homeland
Security until afier ithe November eleclion Members of the Majority caucus requested the move, arguing that the county may have a new
sheriff affer the eledlion and that person should have a say in which candidate is chosen for the Homeland Security Director post.

« Appointed Chnislian Peck to the position of county public information oficer. Peck, a former associate with the polling firm, Zagby
International, will coordinate public refations efforts for the county far a satary of 539,500 per yaar.

» Deciared the former Mount View Health {acdty a3 surpWis propedy that is no lenger requaed (of public use. The move clears the way (or the
county ta begin soliciling purchase offers tor the site which closed as a health care facilily on Dec. 31, 2007,

« Approved a $1 5 millon bond issue for Niagara County Communny College’s Hospitality and Tourism Center and the Miagara Falls Culinary

Institiite in Nianara Falls
JTEBOOK: Outioek good for haz waste bill

. simed al the hearl of harardous waste landfilling i Niagara County, accarding 1o a lawmaker from
the Adrondack region

State Sen. Betly Litlle, R-CQueensbury, this week said she kbelieves a bilt1hat would prohibit it landfills within the Greal Lakes Basin will
have “no problem” passing her chamber of the Legislalure.

Litlle, a member of the Senale's Environmental Conservation Commitlee, also said she is unsure about how Goy. Eligt Spitzer might act on
the pending legislation if given the chanca,

Bill Mo, 5882, spansored by Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newlane, moved through the environmental commitiee this week,

I? i becomes law, it would nohibit the siting of hazardaus waste landilis with the palendial io discharge inlo Greal Lakes Basin. The biil
passed both houses of the Legislature in 2008, only to be vetoed by Gov George Pataki.

Many in the Niagara region see the bilt as having the potential to stop a planned expansion at CWM Chemical Services in Porter. CWM is the
Norheast's only aolive commercial hazardous waste landfill,

CVWM officials view the bil} as an attempt to shut down their company, and believe it may be unconstilutional if it becomes law.
"We don't lapk at this &ill as being envirgnmantatly friendly,” company spokeswoman Lori Caso said last month.

This year's bill, which consisls of the same language as the veloed tall, has been sen 1o the Senate's Rules Commitlee, )15 now eligible 1o
be sent lo the house floor for a vote.

Companion legislation in the Assembly, inlroduced by Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, could be voled on next week.
Litlle fikened the hili's philosophy to that of @ recent ban on landfills within the Adirondack Park.

“Water is very hard 1o purify once you have palluted il,” she said

A staffer for the chaimman of the Senate's Environmeniat Canservation Committee wasn't as opkmistic about the bill's polential.

Deberah Peck Kelleher, a member of Sen. Carl Marceliino’s staff, pointed 1o Pataki's veto memo, which noted the bill would affect 24
counties, or more ihan half the state.

Peck Kelleher sald the language of this year's bill does not address the issue raised by Pataki

When a bill is vetoed and resubmitled, lawmakers typically look to see if the issues raised hgve been resolved, she said.
Marcelino. R-Syosset, has chaired the committee for 11 years. Peck Kelieher said he was unavailable to comment for thes story.
Amy Witryol. a Lewasion resident, questioned the belief that the scope of the bill 1s overly large

“As we noted last year, it seems inapprogriate for Gov. Palaki to have vetoed the bill because he doesn't like the federal definition of the
Great Lakes systern and he thinks it's overproleciive,” Witryol said, “We don't.”

beseckera@gnnewspaper.com
Gov. George Patakl may have said “no,” but some in Miagara County are still insisling “yes.”

The governor axed 8 measure fast monih thet coutd have affected the future of CWM Chemrcal Services, the Narthgast’s enly hazardous
waste landfill located in Porter.

Aut the fight's not over, according 1o local residents and political leaders.

Residents, environmental groups and government represeniatives held a “sirategy conference”™ last week to discuss ihe next sieps in what
they're callng a push to protect the waler of the Great Lakes.

Of chief congem is operations at CWM, a subsidiary of waste industry giant, Houston-based Waste Management. The company is hoping to
receive slale approval for a new hazardous waste landfill that would extend the life of its hazardous waste operations in Miagara County.

74



NYSDEC OHMS Document No. 201469232-00113

“We are going {o seek every sector of society to join in our efferts to convince not only New York slate, bul all of 1he state and the provinces
of Canada to seriously look at whal they need to do 1o protect the Great Lakes,” said Vince Agnello, president of community group Residents
for Respensible Govemment.

The bill, which passed both houses of the state Legislature near the end of the summer sessivn with only one vote aganst it, would require
proponents of hazardous wasle operalions {o prove there was no chance any toxic substances would enter the Greal L akes Basin because
of their operations.

Paaki eveniually announced his velo on Aug 18,

Official are considering the use of letler writing and media campaigns, as well as other means 1o spread their message

Environmental grewps, including the Augdubon Society, Buffalo Miagara Riverkeaper, and the Sierra Club, as well as the League of Women
Voters, were yocal n their suppert for the bill.

Representalives of many of those groups were in attendance at last week’s meaeting, according to Agnella.

CWM District Manager Richard Sturges pomted 1o Pataki's veto of the bill, in which Pataki wrote he beliaved the bifl had “senous flaws,”
Sturges also said the company is committed 10 working with the public as operations continue al 1he site.

“New York state has siringent regulations m place to make dispogal in a hazardous waste landfill an environmentally gafe oplion,” he said.

Counly Legislator Clyde Burmasier, R-Ransomyille, said county ofiicials will take the message to other county leaders from across the state
at the annual meeting of the Association of Counties later this month in Lake George.

Plans are glso underway to seak support fram the Canadian government, according to Burmaster.

He Gefteves the likelhood of gelling the legisialure 10 override the vete by the end of the yesr is "praciically nolhing” and may be pushed in
next year's legislative session.

“{But) we're not tossing that out,” Burmaster said. "We're still geing to pursue that along with ether avenues.”

Caontact Aaran Besecker at 282-2311. Exi. 2263.
ansomyille

There will be a pefing zoo, pony rides and a bounce house auwe rigapawuca, o annual free community event that takes place on the
church grounds frém 4 to 8 pm. Saturday at the Ransomville Free Methodist Church at 3924 Ransomwille Road.

fundraiser

RRG holding fundraiser

A Family Fun Night and Country Jamboree, sponsored by Residanis for Responsible Government, is set for 6 to 10 pm Saturday at ihe
Youngslown Fire Hall, 625 3rd St., Youngstown.

There wil be a dmner catered by Ashker's, drnks, desserl and danowg. Auclions, a 50/50 drawing, door pnzes and a kids acliviies will also
be available. RRG is a group of Lewiston and Porler citizens who oppose the aclivities and expansion plans of C\WM Chemical Services,

Tickets are $156 for adulls, $7 for children and free for children five years old and younger. For more information, call 745-9936 or visit
WWW_ITO-WNV.Cm.

iders speak Nov. 5

................. [ e = e el fiyETS 10 my home and have a question for Fred Newlin. You've taken credit for
keeping taxes down in the Town of Lewtslon and mentioned (hat the town is in goed standing because of the money il recewes fiom
businesses ike CWMW and Modemn. And yel, you have laken 3 stand ihal you are against any expansion of CWh or Modem. | don't think that
you can have il both ways. | have worked st the CWHM site since 1976, | assure you thal we run a safe and secure landfill thal offers good
jobs in cur community Newlin, | think that you should rethink your sland on these issues. YWihoul businesses like CVWM and Modem and the
johs and taxes that they provide to our community it's going to be "lights out for Lewiston.”

Richard Harden

L ewiston

[P TR L LI TN ) T S . r

" 1ational awards
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The Niagara Gazelte has earned four joumalism awards from a national newspaper lrade association.

The Gazette's reporting stafl, two stafl reponers and Greater Niagara Newspapers' features depariment won recognition in the Suburban
Newspapers of America’s 2006 editorial contest, association officials announced last week.

The newspaper' s reporters received three second-place pnzes, while (he features dapartment eamed a firsl-piace award
Each entry competed in the 25,000 to 50,000 crculation categary.

Gazette news staffers were recognized for coverage of the 2005 general election, which included sxpansive coverage of races for Niagara
Falls City Council seats, the Niagara County Legisiature, the Niagara County Sheriff and several town races.

Reporter Rick Forgione wan second place in educaliion caverage for his work covering the Niagara Chanter School, student housang issues at
Miagara County Community Coliege and the ¢iosing of S1. John de LaSalle Catholic School.

Reporter Aaron Besecker won second place in environmental caverage for his work on issues surrounding CWM Chemical Services, a
hazardous waste landfilf in Porter.

The fealures department won first place in the categary of best lifeslylefeniertainment section for its weekly Night and Day seclion.
s waste haulers fall flat

am mmmey e v g e e - — .- 31€ Truck trafic within its borders, bul a Lewiston-Forter area legislator is prepared to push ihe
iSEUe anyway.

1zardoous waste

- ~ . 1eny ihat cowtd go a long way m determining the future of hazardous waste
disposal in Niagara County

The state Environmental Conservation Depariment is holding the heanings on its Hazardous VWaste Facility Siting Pilan. II's a document that
the DEC was mandated to come up with more than 20 years age but, as one might suspecl, became a very hot potato very quickly. It's the
plan 1hat points to where hazardous waste treatment facilities should be located statewide.

A few false slans and rejecied efforts on the plan leaves us. two decades Ister. sUll on the drawing board. What the final product contains
could be of critical Importanca 1o Niagara County.

The thrust of the document |acaily focuses on the Chemical Waste Management facility in the Town of Porler, CWM wants io expand ils
operalion As currently wrilten, the document states that waste disposal is evenly spread across the state. The company's cnlics strongly
dispute that.

"Nragara Counly has been beanng the burden of hazardous waste for New York for loo Iong,” said Aprd Fidell, a represenialive from
Residents for Responsible Government, a lacal action organization. Il and olhers say far from equitable our litlle comer of New Yark is
essenlially the toxic dumping ground for the rest of ihe state and that the pollution and the truck traffic on area highways are an unfair burden
an the county.

CWM says il's a respansible corporate citizen, providing both jobs and a safe way for industry to rid itgelf of its hazardous waste. Any
expansion cannot fake place until the slatewde ptan is adogted

So it you're concemed aboul 1he expansion of f you support it, these hearings are your opportunity 1o make yoursell heard. The first session
is at 6 tonight al the Niagara Falls Public Library, 1425 Main S1 The second meeting will be heid at 6 p m Thursday at Lewiston-Porter High
Schaol al Creek and Pletcher roads. It is a eritical issue, So, as community organizers have been fond of saying, “If you care, be there”

n TOY FUND: It was a good weekend for the 2006 Toy Fund carned out by cily firefighters, which included a telethon, a parly at The Summit
mall and a blitz of local bars seeking dollar bills in firefighler baots, all for needy local kids. Early numbers show 1hat firefighters collecled
$19,000 at the Summit Bagh alone. It's a good thing too, the number of children being helped by the program rises every yaar.

JEERS

n CWM TRUCKS: For ihe second time in wo weeks a truck carrying waste to the CWM Chemical Services ran into some trouble on ils way
ta the hazardous waste tatiiy. This time, a griver pulled over to a pizzeria for a slice on Creek Read That's a strict no-no, according to the
rules for 1ruck drivers. t's nol as bad as g truck [2aking substances onto a parking o1, as happened a8t ime, but it's still troubling that drivers
aren't adhering to the strict rules of the facility Afler all, they're not hauling grocerias to Tops Markets

to be shared further

e e iy s et e sepongn wreva s 3 DINES CONtribAAOrS
By Aaron Besecker
beseckera@gnnewspaper.com

Niagara County will “prabably not" request funding fram the villages af Lewiston and Yaungstown to help pay for its outside environmental
attamey, the Legislature’s vice chamman sasd.

Residents of those villages, which are themselves part of towns, already contribule through the counly's share of suppen for legal fees. said
Legislator Clyde Burmaster, R-Ransomville,
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In faci, all county taxpayers contribute because of the county’s share, he added.

Burmasters slatement follows @ comment made last week by Lewiston Supervisor Fred Newlin who hesitated to contribute to allorneys fees
under a current proposal from county officrals

Newim guesiioned (he faimess of who is specfically asked 1o pay for the legal services
He pointed to the size of his town’s budget, roughly $12 million. comparing it to the s1ze of the county's budget, which is about $262 million
Newlin belleves the discrepancy makes an equal payment unfaic to town taxpayers, he said at a lown meeting last week

The county hured Allegany attorney Gary Abraham at the stan of 2005 o represent its mieresis regarding proposed fandl b expanson at
CWM Chemmat Services

At that time, the county allucated $50,000 for Abraham's services When those funds were exhausied, the Town of Lewiston conlributed
350,000,

During that lime, Abraham has also hired other envirenmenial experts for assistance wrth various issues
Most of ihe funds have gone 10 those olher experts, Abraham wrote wa e-mail,

The county has just contributed its next $50,000 share, and hupes Lewiston will provide the next block of funding. County Attomey Claude
Joerg is currently working to draw up a confracl with Lewiston, Burmaster added.

Village of Youngstown Mayor Neil Riordan said he has not been contacled by any parties regarding the matter.
Village oHic ats are carefu! of “budgeting on {he fiy " Rwndan said
“Qur budyets are written June 1o June basically and we're pretly sinngent because of the tighiness of the budget,” he said

The next round of budged discussions start near the end of this year, and the board wauld have to examme the situation at that point, Riordan
added

Viliage of Lewiston Mayer Ruchard Soluri atso said he has aol been comacied about Ihe .S5ue
The Board of Trustees would need to have significantly more information before making any decision. Soluri said.

The Town of Porter is prohibited from doing anything to cbstruct operations at CWi because of a host community agreament signed in
2001.

Contac! Aaron Besecker at 282-2311. Ext 2263,
ported by Porter

Town officials unanimously approved a resolution Monday annauncing their supporl 1o keep the Robert Moses Parkway open
“We thunk it would be a delnment 1o the community if it were to close down,” Counciwoman Nancy Ors) said during an inlerview on Monday.

Several slate agencies will begin a scoping process later this year to determineg whal action, if any, will be taken with regards to a pertion of
the parkway which stretches norh from downtown Niagara Falls.

Councilman Thomas Baia said he believes too much ztention has been given to those advocating parkway removal. To take out the
parkway would aflect visitors who want to travel to atiractions norh of the city. as wall as residerms who wank w iravet io the city of Niagara
Falis.

“if they close down that parkway. it's going to hurt everybody,” Baia said.

In other town maffers:

n Suparvisor Merton Wieperl appomted Roy Rogers as lhe town's new building inspector.

Rogers will eam an annual satary of $16.135 lor 19.5 weekiy hours of work

The pravious position required only seven hours of work per waak,

Officials 5aid enforcement of the town's property maintenance code adopled last year will be one of Rogers' priorities in addition to issuing
building permils and perdormng fire inspections

He was chosen out of six candidates

n Town Board members are developing potential capital project ideas in anticipation of more than $2 million set to arrive in 2007 through the
Community Host Agreement with CWM Chemical Services, Wiaperl said.

He warited to give other board members "thinking time” in order 10 come up with usas far the money, which eould include a community center
arF 3 fown park.

The tawn must dedicate the funds lowards a specific project or projects, rather than puffing the money in the town's gengral fund, YWiepert
said,
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An agreement between the town provides cash payments from CYWM in exchange for ihe town not oppasing aperations on the site. The
upcaming paymens will be the largest individuat payment made under the (erms af the agreemernt.

n The board sel a public hearing for 7 p.m on June 12 1o hear inpul en a proposed zoning change as parl of a plan 1o build about two dozen
condominium units,

Roberl Sfavin and Santo Candella want 1o build the units on more than five acres just east of Lake Road and ihe Roben Moses Parkway.

The proposat involves a request to rezone the land to a category known as “multifamily 80, which would allow a greater number of units to
b husilk

w, others

beseckeragnrewspaper com

The commundy group charged with acing as the pubhc's voice m ihe cleanup of a radiclogical and chemical wasle site has named a salely
and enviranmental heatlih professional involved m the Love Canal Revilalization Agency as its new chairman.

The Steering Committee of the Lake Ontario Ordnance Works Restaration Advisory Board on Tuesday elecled Waller Garrow to ead the
valunteer organization,

Garrow will take the reigns of the group which works with the U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers as the pians for ¢laanup of hundreds of acres in
Lewision and Parter move forward

He said he hopes to streamling the adminusirative 1asks of ihe group, and sard he felt humbled by all the accolades from cument Steering
Commitiee members,

I hope | can five up ta his name.” Gamow joked.

Gamow works for Quality Inspection Senvces of Bulfalo as a corporaie safely director, and has worked for the Cily of Niagara Falls
waslewaler division, Carborundum, National Fuet Gas, Bulfalo Color Corp | and the Niagara Frontier Transporiation Authonty,

The position of Steering Commiltee chaw had been vacant since the resignation of Niagara University professor Sean Kelly in September,

Board Vice Chair Rebecca Zayatz had high praise for Garrow and said he can be a balanced leader with ingight into the opinion of the
community.

*I helieve he is the perlect person to chair ihe RAB,” said Zayalz, an angineer for Waste Management, and CWM Chemical Services, its
subsidiary.

The commitiee also appointed three athers to vacant positions wilhin the organization.

MNiagars University protessaor of chermistry Mary McCoun is the group’s new Chemical Cammmtiee chawrwoman The posthon invilves review
of aclivifies intended 10 clean up cheMmcal contaminaten 31 the LOQW site.

MeCour has been at NU for more than six years, and said she's eware of the imporance of having the community involved in the decision
making process.

“I'm very efficient at building resources,” she added.

Guy Zaczek, an instructor at Niagara County Community College. was elecied as chair of the Historical Commitiee.

2Zaczek’s past work includes employment al Carborundum and Occidental Chemical

The third pasilion filled by the group was Ihe election of William Rolland o one of the last two emply Steering Carnmittee seats
Ratland is a keader in the communiy group Residents for Respansible Govemnment, often a critic of activites al CWh

“He's gol some skilis that the commitiee could use,” said Whlliam Choboy, the group’s Membership Commillee thairman
Confact Aaron Besecker at 2B2-7311 Ext 2263

t Spitzer scared senseless?

e et mwem e ee e ——- ——..2B-HEzardous Waste landtitl legislation based on speculation and erroneous infarmation.
The baII would have prevented the siting of new toxic waste landfills in New York if they have the potential to pollute the Great Lakes System

The gods in Albany have long exporled electricity to the nation from the Town of Lewiston, while imporling massive amounts of toxic PCB
waste ta the Town of Porter. Eliot Spizer promised to help upstale by changing the status quo. Inslead, last week, he endorsed it. Why?

First, Ihe govemor tried to suggesl the hilt was too broad, that the Great Lakes System in New York is not warlth special environmental
prateclion already alfosded the Adrandacks the CalskBls, and Long istand.

Then Mr. Spitzer Iried to asser! that mats “oioadest sense.” the bill coukt apply to facAties other than hazardous wasle landfilis. Last year, nol
aven the waste ingustry tried 1o offer this excuse. Former Gov, Paltaki's counsel offered that question to Niagara Counly counsel and based
on ihe answer, they couldn't assen it either Interestingly, this year when we asked to speak with Gov. Spitzer's counsel, our request was
genied.

"Brownfields,” the latest buzzword

rL]
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The govemor said thal the bill would make il more expensive to ship waste out-of-state resulting in fewer clean-ups of dangerous
brownfields. But less than 5 percent of New York's lotal remedial and industrial hazardous wasle is landfilled In-slate. This makes the cost of
gliminating toxic landfilling from the Greal Lakes System insigniicant, The DEC ofared no éwvidence to the conlrary.

if the EPA agreed wilh Spilzer 1hal closing New York's landfill in five years would hurl the environment, it would require states to project
adequate toxic landfill capacity — but EPA hasn't done so for 15 years. EPA recognizes that toxic landfilis joday operate in a national
markeiplace which is meeling the country’s needs. Puerlo Rica and distant stales pass othar closer facilities when shipping their waste to
CWM, as do NY generators when they exporl past CWM to aiher states.

Accoraing to the EPA, in 2005 New York generated 3 percent of U.5. tonc waste o landfiis but DEC permiied 27 percen). or seven limes
that amount for burial here. Whose interesl doss that serve? New York laxpayer costs to oversee our toxic dump to the nation were ignored
in the velo message.

Anti-technology

With Spitzer's reasoning, adding more toxic tandflis would be betler for the environment, He s contradicled by the most comprehensive
federal and state agency Great Lakes lask force. A strategic goal of lhe Greal Lakes Restoration Collaboration is to eliminate toxic landfilling
through continued improvements In technology They objedt w relocaling contamination to [andfills where threats to the environment are
parmanent. Both DEC and EPA asserl that landlilling should be a last resord

it was EPA policy that ked to 3 lechnolkagy-driven 60 percent dechne in U5 hazardous waste generation from 1955-99. Spritzer 5 velo rons
counter to policy thal would promole technology we need to speed clean-ups. everywhere.

The siting plan excuse, again

Spilzer now calls far the adoption of a slatewide Hazardous Wasle Siting Plan, “as soon as possible.” Hut 2 plan helps only CWhi to site
another toxic landhil at this mciure.

The NYS DEC is both a regulater and cuslomer of CWM. The DEC did not comply with a 1387 law requinng the state adopt a siting plan 1o
fairly distribule loxic burden — ingtead, DEC kept siting toxic dumps oniy in Niggara Counly.

To prevent more sitmg abuse. a 2005 law was passed to prohibrt new toxic landfill approvals i New York until DEC finally adapts a Siting
Pian. el gel a plan from DEC, bul onty now that CWM needs one.

The DEC's last draft version of a Plan in 2003 dernonsirated ampie national laxic landfill capacity. But Spitzer's veto wants us o wait for
another. It also showed Niagara County is the only area of the slate burdened by toxic landfill impor facilities for 35 years Thal hasn't
changed, either

Worse, a Siling Plan cannot provide enduring protection for the Great Lakes because, under iaw, the Plan is a guidance aocument thal aoes
nel assess environmental suilability of locations, in contrast to the bill Spitzer vetoed. And the Plan can be “updaled” periodically.

Spilzer's deputy secretary told the Gazetie that I's not sensible to close the state’s only loxi landfill right now because the state needs to
plan. This is contradicied by five years of remaining capacity. Also. deferring the decision gives the Adminigieation even less lime to plan for
change.

A fair process?

The DEC made it$ decision abaut the bill without soliciting input from the impacted community and the Niagara County Lagislature. However,
the waste mdustry speaks with OEC and its atlorneys every day The deputy DEC cormmissianer toured CWAM at slaf! suggestion. YWe found
oul by argciden! MO one suggesied she speak wilh the impacied communay.

For “dialogue” about the bill we spoke with officials who offered only some of the veto message concemns, all of which were contradicled by
available information. We gave them and the public what inforrnation we had We asked for Information that would support their concemns,
but received none of substance.

The govomor’s staff told only the press aboul the veto, belore the public or even the bill sponsors. These press calls were placed while the
govemor's ofiice was still telling us no decision had been made

Then why?

Gwing the governor the benefit of the doultt. perhaps stafl had informakion they wouldn't share with us, or hey were fnghlened by conjeciure
trorn DEC's old guard. However, people are aready wondening how the powerfui waste industry lobby and s unions nfluence political
iriends the governor needs.

Whatever the reason, Niagara County and the rest of upstate remain prime tarritory for the nation’s {oxic waste dump indusiry and its
powerlul lobby. thanks to Mr Spitzer.

Ay Witreod ic a | pwictnn resident

m draws familiar responses

The latest version of New York's statewide hazardouswat _ . _._. _.__  tany familiar arguments during a pubhc hearnng on
Thursday.

More than 200 people gathered inside the audilarium at Lewistan-Porter High School for the session in which ofiicials from the stale
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Department of Enviranmentai Conservation fielded comments from the pubilic aboul the agency’s tentative siting plan,

As has been the case with similar hearings in the past, the crowd featured 1wo groups - those who believe adoption of the plan will be good
for local business and these who fear such a mave would benefit ene company in paricular - Chemical Waste Management which operates
the state's only hazardous waste landfill in the Town of Porter. :

“It's easy lo casl siones al big companies i big campames are made up of guys kke me,” said Chuck Aube, a Ransomville resident wha
has worked at CWM's landfill in the Town of Porer for 33 years.

“Is there anyone here tonight who really believes Lewiston Porter is betler off wilh eight million tons of hazardous waste in it$ backyard?” said
Tim Hendersan, a member of Residents for Responsible Govemmenl, a citizens’ group that has long criticized CWH's landfill operation as a
theeat to the health of residents and the quabty ¢of e in lhe communily.

The siting plan is being developed by the DEC at the direction of the state Legislaturg to serve as a guideline far various aspecis of
hazardous waste handling and disposal in New York. RRG representatives and other critics of the newest varsion took excaption to several
of the findings in the document but expressed particular disappeiniment aver a seciion hat suggests the distribution of hazardous wasie
fatillies m New York is “geographically equitable * A similar conclusion reached as pan of the 2008 version of the siting plan drew simdar
outcries from critics who continue to point out 1hat Miagara County is home to the only hazardous waste landfifl in New York,

“Nothing about this is equal,” said RRG President April Fideh

O¢. R Nils Oisen, an attormey and professor of Jaw who represenis RRG. said ong of the major flaws m the DEC's “equitable distibution™
finding relates to how the agency measures hazardous wasle operalions statewide, While the plan notes that there are 25 ireatment, storage
and disposal facilities in the Long Island region and 23 in the Weslemn New York area. Olsen said it does not 1ake into account the size or
type of facilties in question. As a resull, Olsen said lhe DEC's document suggests lhe number of such facilities in both regions is comparable
when, by the agency's own count. Long tstand faciities fook m 2,129 tons of wasie m 2007 compareo o YVestem Mew Yok sdes which
received 166,862 fons that s&me year.

“Howr can you call that equitable?” Dlsen said.

Fnal sding plan approval is needed before CVWM can move forward with a plan {o expand 45 fandid! operation m Porter. Under siate faw, the
review of ihe company's permit apphealion cannat occur unhil a final siting plan has been approved

The majority of those who spoke in favor of adoption of the current siting plan were employees frem the CVWi landfill and union leaders who
did business with the facifity. Several of them argued thal the facility nal anly provides jobs, but contributes ta the local econamy theough
payments for transporiateon, engmeeimng and oiner services it 1equsres.

*| tell my men one job matiers " said Robert Connelly, business agent for Laborers Local 91. *It may not matter te some, bul if you are that
persan who loses that job it matlers to them.”

Sean Keligy, a Town of Porter resident who altended the hearing with his young daughter, sad jobs are imporant, bul so teo 1s having a
clean enviranment in which 1o raisg a family.

“ll seems to me that lhere are some things that are non-negotiable for ma and my family.” he said

Some advocates for site plan approval brisHed at the notion that CVWW's opérations pesed a hazard to the health of the community. Paul
McCollum, business manager for the Intemalional Unicn of Operating Engineers Local 463, said the employees at the tandfill are well ireined
and the technology employed in constructing caps for the hazardous materials on site is sound.

"Peopte wha have said that there are landfilts thal tealk, well, | persanally don'l bebeve ,” he said

Both sides found themselves at odds over ancther key finding in the document which suggests there is noc nead for additional hazardous
waste capacty in New ork. Landfill axpansion advocates asked the DEG to reconsider that finding while criics of the expansion plan said it
was one gf the areas lhe DEC got nght.

Siate Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, oulgoing Town of Lewisten Supervisor Fred Newlin, recenily appointed Village of
l.ewiston Mayor Bill Geiben and Niagara County lawmaker John Ceretio, R-Lewiston, all atiended the hearing and spoke out against
adoplion of the plan. State Sen. George Maziarz sent his assistant Jim wWard who said the senator could not attend in person because he
was delayed in a special session in Albany. Maziarz submitted a four-page statemant an the plan ta the DEC

Similar hearings have been held at locations across the stale. Comments will be used in the development of the final plan which DEC
nffiriale avaarct ta Aslioar tn Coaw Nand Pateress enmetime naxd year.

ead to third term

LEWISTON — Fred Nawlin is plenty familiar with the civic the Town of Lawistan.

Afler ali, Newlin emerged vidorious a5 town supervisar in Navember's hard-foughl election over Republican Ran Winkley, setting ihe stage
for his third iwo-yeat lerm i the othce.

Budding intgrest from residential and commercial developers, a hosl of environmental 15sues and The own's aging infrastructure are all
things it must faco in the coming years. Newlin said in a recent interview

But first things first

“We have te make sure we gel the most out of 1his incredible deal with the power authonty,” Newlin said. "We have an awful lot coming to us
80
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for such a small town.”

Same of the ongoing benefits of thal deal for the town have already been realized including cheap hydropower that allowed reduced
residential rates for town residents and annual cash for capital improvements. Annual money for projecis along tha Niagara River Greenway
shauld be avaifable soon.

Tha town board has shown interast in what could be a likely firsl project for the greenway — a path down the Niagara Escarpment. Benafits
of the deal will last far its 50-year duration.

The greenway money will allow 1he town to invest in its strengihs — recreation and tustory, Newln sard. The cash for capial mprovements
will help the town make improvements to is old roads, water and sewer lines.

*One of the thing% I'll make a priority is investing this power authority money to try and fix these problems before they become a five-alarm
fire,” Newlin said "By doing ihat we can stay a couple steps ahead of our neighbars.”

Reduced eleciricily rales alse present an opponunity for the town, Mewlin said

“I'd like 1o try and encourage {energy conservation),” Mewlin sald. “So that Lewiston becomes ane of the best energy smart towns in the
country.”

The town has two tandfils — CYWM Chemicat Services and Modern Landhd — whieh together are a regular source of concem for lown
reskients. Newlin said he was committed to working with CWM 1o “protect residents as best we can.”

Modern's bid to increase the rate it accepls garbage, and thergby hasten its ¢losure by aboul seven years, touched off significant communitly
backkash this past year. Newlin was publicly against the progosal. and the board never brought it up.

"My eledlion was a referendum on wasie impoilation mio the Town of Lewssion ™ he said. “The volers spoke thal they weren't interested in
seeing maore garbage in our town "

The town — with a current population of about 16,500 people — is alse faced with increased interest from developers, and must be "chagsy,
about what projects le move forward with, Newlin said. More residents would strain the town's schools and services and could lead to tax
raises, he said.

"I don't know many people who would like to see (ihe town) gel much bigger,” he said. “There's a point where it affects gualily of fife.”
Nawlin said this Is the first time 1he board has reluned intact from one year ta the next in 20 years.

“I've krredl to eslabiish a board that works with mclusive leadershrp,” he sad Vve tied to pul poldics as-de and ry 1o address one commuonty
1ssue to another ”

Michael Johnson agreed. Johnson is a Democrat and the longest-tenured board member as well as one of Newlin's close political allies.

“We all seemn to have the same desires end focus for where we want to take the lown.” Johnson said. “Thrs board has worked very well
together”

Johnson and Sean Edwards are the ilwo Democrals on the council Counciimen Alfonse Bax and Emest Paimer make up its Repubticans,
Although the town 15 subject 1o the accastonal political flap, meetings are generally cordial and votes neariy 2lways unanimous.

Jahnson cencumred on Newhin's direction with the town, agding that he wanted 10 make sure the Hickory Stck Golf Course stays on rack
The coyrse is sel lo debot n 2009

“| think that'll be a big asset for Lewiston,” he said.
As for future palitical plans beyond his third two-year lerm, Newlin played # close to the vest.

't really love bemng lown supervisor,” he said, *You can make an impact in the 1own you grew up in, and it's a terrific job.”

Tackling the issues

As Fred Newlin begins his third wwo-year term as Lewiston town supervisor. he sees a number of civic challenges and oppertunities. Some of
thase are:

» Making the most ot of the hew York Power Authonty reficensing setliement

» Carefully regulaling residential and cammercial development in the town

- Making the town more energy efficiend through public relations campaigns

* Aodressing 1ssues al the erea’s wo landfiis, Modem Landhd and CWM Chemical Services

= Taking care of the town’s aging infrastruciure, including roads and water and sewer lines
LETTERS: Need a bhetter state budaet

Tell us the plan, CYWM

8i



NYSDEC OHMS Document No. 201469232-00113

| am concemed about the Chemical Waste Management bound truck traffic that must pass directly in front ef all five school buildings and the
administrative offices of the Lewiston-Porer School District on Creek Road on their way to CWM's toxic waste dumpsite. Each truck is a
potential disaster to the more than 2,000 schoot children and thair teachers, as well as to the neighboring residences. Al it wouid take is ane
touck to overium of be in & collisian with & school bus or a parent's car for there 1o be a calastrophe .

We are told that a plan is in pia¢o to deal with such scenarios Il seems to me that the responsible and prudent thing to do would be to have
a laz-Mat response team, alony with all other fpcal first responders, conduct a hazardous material disastsr training exergise with the entire
school community to actually practice carrying out the evacuation plans. Then we would sed if the plans are sufficient 1o protect our chlildren
from Rarm. Ta do otherwise would be negligent in the extreme. perhaps criminally 50,

The Rev. Rex Stewart

W A straam

ers to the editor

San. George Mazlarz has introduced a bill to finally mandate the completion of New York State's plan to eliminate hazardous toxic waste
{andfills in our communities The development of this ptan is lang overdue, as the 1987 Hazardous Wasle Management Act actually required
the New York State Depariment of Enviranmentat Conservaton ta complete this plan 20 years ago. Develapmag a plan to and toxic fandfiling
in New York siale 15 ailical o protecling pubidc heatth and our environment throughout the siate

Gevernment (eaders, environmanial organizations, public health groups and local community members hawve made 1t clear that they do not
support the expansion of the Chemical Waste Management {(CWM) hazardous waste {andfill in Niagara County. Allowing this to happen
would cause addittonal damage 19 the community. and further degrade our finest natura! resource. the Great Lakes. Citizens Campaign for
the Environment (CCE} is oae of many groups commifted to preventing ttrs d-conceived proposal from moving forwand

Developing a plan to phase out oxic {andfills in New York state is critical and necessary and should be advanced on a parallel track with
stopping the CWM proposal. The proposed legislation is a stap toward ending toxic landfills in the state, but it is not perfecl and must evolve
with Input from lhe community CCE urges everyone to work together constnictively 1o achieve these impontant goals,

Baan Smith, program coodinater

Ciizens Campaign for the Envirpnment

Ruffaln

ar tells DEC to hold off on plan to move waste to Porter

S

New York state Sen. George Mazarz, R-Newfane, has asked the man in charge of the state's Depariment of Environmental Conservation to
recansider his agency’s plan to ship 75.000 tons of toxic PCB waste from a cleanup sile in Warren County to a hazardaous wasle fandfll in
the Town of Forler

On Friday, Maziarz delivered a letter to DEC Commissioner Pele Grannis, encouraging his office to hold oif on the waste removal plan until
ofher

altematives can be distussed.

“Let me be clear,” Maniarz wiole. “ have no interest in allowing any toxic waste from the Queensbury site 10 be imporied inle Miagara Ceunly
ant | plan on seeking every remedy possible to prevent it.”

According to the senator's letler, the DEC intially solicited bids for contractors that would use thermal desorption — a process which isolates
toxtns using heat — to cleanup ine lormer General Eleciric salvage yard in Queensbury m Wamen County Decause the cos of the bids was
determned to be 100 high, Maziarz said the DEC scrapped that plan, choesing instead to haul 1,500 ruckloads of waste material acress the
stlate from Queensbury to the CWM Chemgcial Services landfill in Porter.

In his letter, Mazarz said he was “appalled” to learn that the DEC decided upon a “less safe and less clean™ plan simply because bids weare
toa high,

'l urge you in the strongest sense possible to delay any turther work or awarding of contracis until you and | have had the apporiunity to
Amgriice thie icane and evninra alternativee * Mamary wrnte

wdget

i e e egerag s e s e - wrees e = 23T § 2006 Budgel. which was adopled vnanimouvsiy al Monday's Town Board
meeting,

“Wa're being cost-conscious,” Supervisor Merion Wieper! said “We don't go out and buy something we don't need.”

Included in the budaet is an estimated $4.9 nuilion in spending  Along with fees cerlain areas of the town will have o pay for infrastruciure
projects, reswdents will be taxed at 79 cems per $1.00C of assessed vauation. it will be the fourth year in a row wilh no tax rale increase.

There were no new major expenses for town departments this year, which helped keep cosis down, Wieper said. He credited town
depanimeni heads for keeping &h eye on the hottom line.

Pan of the reason the tax rate is flat is the town is using interest from money recewed from CWM Chemical Services (o offsel spending,

Wiepen said 11 also includes increases in funding for librares in Ransomwile and Youngsiown and a one-hme payment of 320,000 to Forl
Niagara for uniforms 1o mark Ihe 2501h anniversary of the French and Indian War.
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Thomas Baia, a town councilman and deputy town supervisor, 5aid the budgset reflecls a town that is well-run and frugal.
“We tried to keep everylhing in coniral and | lhink we did a good joh of it,” he said.
Having money in 1he right categores for the budget also makes a difference and reduces the need for coslly borrowing. Baia said.
“ihie dAan® enand mane wa dan't haws in enand "ha gaid. “And | think anybady who takes a look at our books would feel the same way "

wriorities

L. the cleanup of site contaminated by the federal govemment with nut¢lear waste and
chemicals from munitions admit ihey need direglion.

During a meeting of the Lake Ontano Ordnance Works Restoration Advisory Board's Steering Commitlee on Tuesday at the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ Bufialo office, commillee members engaged in a long discussion — and had varying opinons — about what the group's
prigties should be.

From short-lerm issues arising over a dispute with the U.S, Army Corps of Engineers over access to and input on reports, @ long-term
concerns about how to best use federal resources to study and ¢leanup radiolagical and chemical contamination, members conlinued to
argue as they have for several months over how the group should proceed.

“We can't continue {0 go on fike this,” sard Karen Aflen, chair of the RAB's Quireach Commitiee. “We need leadership.”

The group has baen without a chairperson since the resignation of Sean Q. Kelly, a Niagara University professor, in Septamber,

Rebecca P. Zayatz, vice-chair ¢f the group and engineer for VWaste Management. lhe parent company of the hazardous waste facility CvwM
Chemucal Services, raised concems that the gragp might lose the few members d cumentiy bas { things don't change.

Chemical Commitlee Chair Terry Yonker said he supporied working toward broader goals, a5 opposed to arguing about what he considers
minor issues that lake up a good deal of the committee’s and the U.S. Amny Gorps of Engingers' time.

*| think the RAB needs 1o focus on the bigger picture,” Yonker said.

Radioaclive wasie rom the Manhaitan Projecl was buried and is stored on tho LOOW site. which is also contaminated with chemicals frem
use by the Depariment of Defense

The group plans to address the empty chairperson position at its next meeting at 1 p.m. March 28 in the community room at HSEC, 721
Cenler St.. Lewiston

bbs at our peril

sanal, where Lois Gibbs and her neighbors once lived in prefly, litlle houses near the
river. | walked a long lane bordered on one side by the ominows fence that marks the danger zone and on the other by overgrown,
abandoned lots

ickport Friday

L4 e 1 g s s s e e e g e e N1SI0N OF 8@ hazardous waste landfill in the Town of Porter will hold a press conference
todav to discuss thew disapoointment with a decision made earlier this week by a group of Niagara Counly lawmakers.

an Henderson killed in crash

A

Ryan Henderson, 35, of the Village of Lewiston, was killeu vwsanseuay moming when his car dritled into the path of an oncoming tractar
traler on Route 104.

in Henderson killed in crash

! [

Ryan Henderson, 35, of the Village of Lewiston, was killed W ..., .........; ..7&N his ¢3r dritled into the path of an oncoming traclor
trailer on Route 104,

ere’s Washington’s cuts?

f emm i g

W's not aflen that I'm taken back by what a poldician standing behind a podrm has o say.

Caver enough events and you grow accustomed to hearing a lof of the same $1ale jokes and safe statements over and over again.
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Niagara County Legislature Vice Chairman Clyde Burmaster, R-Ransomville, surprised me this week,
During Thursday's meeting at Lewiston-Porter High School on 3 proposed statewide hazardous waste siting plan, Burmaster described what
1t was like to feam that he had cancer and how drffcuil 1 had been for i to deal with the Joss of a sister-in-1aw and several friends and
family members t0 ihe disease. Burmaster literally offered 1o get down on his knees and beg officials from the Depariment of Environmental
Conservation to give up on their siling proposal and forget Niggara Counly as a future dumping ground of hazardous waste.
It was refreshing to hear a politician move away from the usua! talking points and speak straight from the gui

1 course, noth Thursday's heannp and the Wednesaay heanng in Miagara Fafls before 11, featured a wide range of passionate speakers,

Town of Wilson resident James Jackson wept while trying to express his feglings about the CWM landfill and s impaci on the community in
which he raised five children.

“WWe aff live down wind atid down stream and what happens m our commundy affecls us all * fackson sad

Relired Lew-Porl gym teacher Karen Labosky suggested the community needed less discussion about what the landfill means to 1he
community and a bit mare “civil disabedience” end perhaps another leader llke Love Canal advocate Lois Gibbs. The time, she said, may be
to aet out and literally stand in front of the trucks to orevent them from continuing to deliver wasie to CWM's Porler facility.

vgether against landfill plans

1 on Wednesday made ther feelings clear: They don't want any more garbage going to
Modem Landfill,

The meeting, organized by Lewston resident Kathieen Skooj, was 0 respanse to a proposal submitied to the town board to increase the rate
at which the landfilt accepts garbage.

*There are kids all over the neighborhood at all imes of day and it's an accident waiting to happen,” said Skeoj, referring to the landfill's close
proximity to Lewiston-Porter schoal campus,

A number of concems were braught up at the meeting, mcludmg the landfill's eisk to nearby propeny values prior conversatons with Modem
emplayees which wete characierized as threatening and requests for expanswon of the jandfil,. But by far ihe mos! attenhon centered on
{rathc problems from the increased number of frucks.

COne resident said the expected three more trucks per hour would create approximately 144,000 more tons of truck traffic per day on locat
raads. Others discussed the noise faclor of jake braking — a process outfawed in some local communities but allowed in Lewiston — and Lhe
increased danger of accidents near the schodls and heavily trafficked Route 104

The town baard has yet ta acl on the molion, and won't until a board mermber moves it inle action, said Supervisor Fred Newlin, who
atlended the meeting.

“I'm againsl this prepasal,” he said. "l don't think #t's a good fit for Lewiston.”

One of the reasons for his stance s that the lown cap afford it The town will Spon be receiving about $7.4 mullion a year as a result of ds
seflement agreement with the New York Power Authority, Newlin said. Modern pays the town $500,000 each year under its current contract,

Under the original contracl, the landfill would be closed by 2011, Newlin said. But the current agreement stretched that out to 2040,

No representatives from Modern atiended the meeting even though Gary Smah, the company's chief executive olficer. said he was made
aware of it several days before, Insiead, a slenographer hired by Smith attended the meeting to take down what was said — another thing
for which Modem took fire at the meeting.

At one point, nearly every person in the room raised their hand when someone asked whelher they thought the stenographer was
inagpropriate

In an interview faler, Smith sad that he was personally unable 1o attend the meeting and that sending a steénographer was more reliable than
someosne to relay things back to him third-person.

“I've never backed away fram ary kind of reetmg or request,” he said.
Smith also said he understands Jralic concems, bul asserled Mat trucks from the 1andfill make up a smafl percentage of traHic on the road.

"People don't enjoy trucks, but that's the way commerca works,” he said. | appreciate their concems, but the way we increase our business
is to put more trucks on the road per hour.”

Modem's contracts with the town were debated publicly and with the slate Depanment of Ervronmentat Conservation, Smith said. He
panted cut that mereased traffic will mean the Jandfill witl close aoout seven years earlier.

“For them 1o be surprised by (1he landfilt's expansion}, they'd have to have ihair head in a hole,” he said, *These things didn't happen
overnight.”

Wednesday's gathermg comes neadty a month and a half afier abowl €0 people packed he iown hali to complain aboul the proposal. Another
meeting on the subjeci on a much bigger scate 15 imminenl, but will come aler Aug. 17 — 1he latest date that Gov. Elict Spitzer is expected
to weigh in en anglher bill which could affect CYWM Chemical Services’ plans for expansion al its nearby hazardous waste landfill, Skooj said.

That bill, passed by both houses of the state legisfature, could prohibit the DEC from siting any hazardous waste fandfill in a location with
poteatial to discharge into the Great Lakes system, accarding to a release irom Residents for Responsible Govemment, the graup fightmg
WAl's pynansnn  The hill noald he a maior stumhiing biock 10 the expanson, acconding to a release.

s to the editor
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Cfficials need ta wark together on bills

My wife and | are writing this letter as a response to a letler by Amy Witroyl daled Feb. 21 in the Gazelle. dealing with hazardeus waste
tegrstakion 5 2726 introduced n Albany by state Sen, George Maziarz,

As a Intle bit of background for your readers, my wife and | are ireasurer and president of an environmental organization called Residents
Qrganized for Lewiston-Forler's Environment {ROLE). This organization was in the forefront in the fight against Chemical Waste
Management (CWM) on Batmer Road in the Town of Porler during the 80s and 90s when CYWM was trying Lo get a penmit to expand its
facility and have hazardous waste incineration cight behind the Lew-Porl schaol campus. The fight was lorig and hard bul we wor, no
inceeralion, ang the way a2t we won was by working with all $:des o come 10 an agraement 1hal wouid protect the communily Whether you
are a Demegrat or a Republican we all brealhe the same air and drink the same water,

VWhat we are asking in ihis letier Is for all of the residents of Niagara County ang all of our environmental friends to contagt their state
representative, Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte and Maz@Erz, and ask them 1o please wark together on legisiation to finally bring an end
to hazardous wasteland klling in our county. Ask them to compromise for Ihe betterment of owr CommITHY

The two bills thal are in question here are Assembly Bill A 248 and Senate Bill 5.2726. Each bill has good language in them but the fight
seems 1o be that one bilk is better then the other that is why a dialogue is needed to come out 1N one voice with a strong message 1o the
hazardous waste \ndustry that this is it. Do you really think that with all these two have done for our area that they would sell us down the
river, 50 1o say? We don't. Qur beautiful county nexi to the Miagara River and Lake Ontario has been the subjed of hazardous waste
dumpmng for tog long nowr.

In ¢tlosing, we would like to say 1hat our area is inally turning 1ha focus from heavy chemical industry to lounsm and that with the new
greenway plan for the Niagara Frontier, hazardous wasteland filing does not fit in with the new direction we are heading

James . Jackson
Sandra E. Jackson

Wilson

Il mbhoraw Plawa Encd Dadiovrne Fa b Tooana o)f qute_r

e LG | e i e e o oy s e s L B0K 3GAIN. bigger and betler than ever Save Monday for an unforgetiable day of
music, great food and fun, Gates open al 10 am. and close at dusk.

| debates consolidation, budget

troversial executive sessions at its meeting Tuesday.
Board member Ed Lilty requested 1he board go into an executive session al the stant of the meeting o add two resolutions to the agenda.

Public meeting laws stale governmental bodies, such as schoa! boards or town boards, can only go into executive session 1o discuss
pergonnel issues and/or pending liligation.

The addidions lo the agenda were a resaolution ta add a referendum o the May 19 balld lo consalidate the school board fram seven members
1o five eflective Juiy 1, 2010 The other resolution was io add a cost-controd referendum to the ballot calling for ihe board 10 hold a special
meehng and an advisory referengum vote whenever a coniraci between the district and an employes uniop or the supenntendent resulls in
an increase in cost grealer than 100,000,

*These referendums are not new to the board ™ Lilly said. “They are cost-saving measures, and the public should be able to wekgh in on
them.”

Otner board members were upsat aboul the amount of notice given on the proposed referendums.

“We spent several weeks on a non-binding resolulion to the DEC about CYWM and several meetings on home schooling. and we are
expecled to vote on this after geiting it at 6:30 tonight.” board member Mike Gentile said. “We are getling ihs rammed down our throats [t is
my understanding that the legal opsmon 15 sayng i {he referendums; shouldn't be on here and shouldn| have been discussed in execulve
ses5ion.”

After much debate, the beard voted 4-3 to approve adding the consolidation réferendum and lhe cost-control referendums to the ballot.
Board members Keith Fox, Mike Gentile and Jim Sperduti all voted against the measures.

Akt on ihe agenda Tuesday was the proposed 2002-10 budget

“The proposed budget is $41,080 493, said Don Rappold, assistant supenniendent of administrative services. "The community will be asked
{o vote on the expendilure porlion of the budget on May 18."

Accarding to Rappold, the proposed budget represenis a 1.6 percent increase over last year's budget

“We have received a lot of state ad,” Superintendent Chris Roser said. “We received an increase of over 3 percent in aid from the state this
year.”

The state aid will allow for a decrease in the {ax levy of 5605,5086 or 2.7 percent, according to Rappold

The board was expecled o vole on the proposed 2009-10 budget at Tuesday's meeting. but, Lilly requested to go into executive session to
diseuss the budgel reselulion before it was voted on officially,
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fAc nf nrace tima the hnard hard fnnt vnted an the proposed budgeL
ir comes down on Corps

e e it g e e —— e - - hurBdaY for the Lake Omario Ordrance Waorks Restaration Advisory Boarg, chiding the U S.
Army Corps of Engmeers fof its efforls to drssoive the board and form a new one

"Active cilizen input is essential to a smooth and efficient clean-up — and well-understood — process,” Schurner said in a release, *ILis just
plain durmb to dissolve a citzen group that provides vital feedback and guidance.”

The armny Corps decided in January to discontinue its eHorls with the current RAB, calling it a citizen-based volunteer group that does nat
rmeel the guidelines for a DoD RAB. An Armny Corps spokesman sai¢ the agency has no comment on Schumer's fetier al ts time, bul the
Army Corps has been frusifated wilh whal they see as the cumeni RAB addressing concams ouiside of the LOOW site

Soon after its decision, the Army Corps was the subject of crititism by Attorney General Andrew Cuemo, who calied i “particularly troubling”
and an “atlempt to silence the community.”

The RAB has continued funglianing and cooperaling on some levels with the Army Carps in the meantme, but at stake s vital funding.
recognition and exiensive cooperalion fram the Corps, which s investigating a t91-acre radinaciive ¢ell within the LOOW, knawrn as the
MNiagara Fat s Siorage Sie.

In December, the Corps issued the conclusion to its nearly decade-old remedial inyestigation of the Slorage Site, saying it pesed “no
imminent hazards to safety or healih from tadielogical or chemical exposure.”

It's unclear what affect Schumer's words will lake. Though the Cerps has not aclively respanded to ¢nhicism of its decision yel, Schumer is
the first feaeral voice to weigh in on the issue His aetion alsa in¢ludes a letter to Lt Colonel John Hurkey, the Corps Buffala drstrict
commander which cies "enaTnows support in the communidy for the continuation of the work of the existing LODWRAB ~

+ In other Corps news, the agency announcaed Thursday it awarded two coniracls (o companies related 1o testing and cleanup activities at the
LOOW site The first contract, for $1.14 million, was awarded to Earlh Resources Technology to complete testing of the Wasta Water
Treatment Plant located on properly owned by the Town of Lewiston.

The second conlract, for $399.000, was awarded to Enviranmentsl Chemicat Corporation Bloomfield for the rermoval of 11 underground
storage tanks at the sde. One of the lanks is on Town of Lewrston propery and the rest are on land owned by CWMW Chemical Servecas

~ The Corps has rescheduled a planned information session on its Remedial investigalion Report. The meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m.
Sent 10 at fha | eswiston Senicr Center nn | awear River Road. The ariginal meeting was scheduled for Aug. 6.

;ale finalized
3-acre parcel off Dielz Road from Magna Entenlainment Corp. for $950,000

The sale was finalized recenily and announced Thursday. The Porter Town Board had been eyeing the properly for severaf years — though
the purchase has been criticized by town residenis because of the expense of maintaining the park and the hurried process to buy it.

"It allows access to the waterfront,” Town Supervisor Merton Wieperl said. "And it preserves green space for years to coma ™

The board authorized $1 mullon 10 buy the land 1 a 4-1 vole on Nav. 13 The money s available from the CWi Chemical Sefvices Host
Communiy Agreemen! There s $1 miton Jelt n the fund.

A commitiee made up of lown residents to creale a master plan for the park is now being developed, Wiepert said. An application for funds
from the New Yark Power Authority relicensing settlements will also be submilted to Niagara River Greenway Cammission.

In a release, Wieperl said its possible uses could include a farmer's markel, site for summer recreation programs, outdoor concerls, cross-
country skiing trails and celebrations such as weddings and reunigns There is atso {he chance to cogrdinate educalign grograms wilh locsd
schoods and conned irais and piograms wilh those in the nearby Four Mile Creek Stale Park

The parcel is the town’s only publicly accessible waterfront land,

The purchase had met with criticism from town residents, who $3id the town should have asked them whether to buy the land in a
referendum. Town officials had responded by saying they needéd 1o move on the purchase guickly so Magna didn't sell the fand to someone
else

The one beard member who volee agains! the purchase, Councilman Jeff Bakes, restated his pas! criigism on Thursday thal the town should
have had a plan to buy the park befare it was bought He called nn private citzens who said they weuld donale to help maintain the park 1o
keep their word.

“Like anything else, we'll do the best we can to get through it," Baker said. "Hopefully in the next few years we'll do some improvements and
keep making it better.”

The part’s mmediate mamnienance will cos! “tens of thousands of dollars” this year. according to Baker He said the nearly million dollar price
tag could have bought a jot of farmland to keep green space in the fown.

“That was a big push last year,” said Baker, who works at a Ransomville-based farm. “To save the farms.”

10ney won't be used for sewers

w do not plan o spend money from a parks and recreation tund to add sewers to pans of
Sanbom,
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Board members disputed a med|a report from earlier this month during a meeting in Town Hali, saying thelr plans instead are to bomow
money for the project.

Tha projecl, expected to cost nearly 51 mithon will include mslalimp sewer inas for aboul 40 resioences as well as along a commercial sinp
on ihe norih side of Saunders Sefllement Road,

The published repart stated the town officials planned to use & portion of funding from a fund dedicated for the Niagara River Greenway.

* don't intend on using any Greenway monies 1o fund that project ngnt off the bat,” Councilman Sean Edwards said

Councilman Alfonso Mama Bax reterated Edwards’ statement saying the “infrastruciure meney has to be bonded”

Officials said they may use greenway funding for streelscape wark {o be dong once the sewers are installad.

Starting tater this year, the town will receive a portion of a $3 nullion annual payment from the New York Power Aulfiorily The town. as a
member of The Nhagara Power Coalition, will recewe the funds for the next 50 years under an agreemen reached in the relicensing of the
authority's Niagara Power Projec

There is no specific imetable for completing the sewer project

In other iown matiers

n The board approved a $20-per-hour contract with a new acting building inspeclor.

Don MacSwan, a former building inspeclor with ihe lown of Wheatfield, began warking for {he town shortly after Acting Swilding Inspecior
Richard Skurski résigned in late April.

Skurski was appointed to his position in Octlober 2006 and was sludying for an upcoming civil service test, according to Supervisor Fred
Newilin.

MacSwan will be considered a consultant with the town, nol an employee. MacSwan will not receive benefits n his position and will be
allowed to work up ta 40 hours per week, Newln sad.

n The board gave lhe final reguired environmental approval for @ proposal by Seneca Management Development Corp. 1o butld an 18-hole
goll course.

The company. controlled by the Seneca Mation of Indiens, has said it expects to start conslruction in tune

n The board appointed Bax 1o the Community Advisory Commiiee dealing with 1s5ues at CWM Chermical Services, the Balmear Road
hazardous waste landfill facility

RAa¢ renlares Tanu Wanner

s to upgrade technology

s to upgrade his buitding's computer fechnology.
And it won't be cheap

Casser asked district admunsirators dusing a budged wosk sess-on Tuesday fer $233,917.51 10 upgrade \ne high school’s computers The
money would be used to replace 46 Apple laptops, buy 48 Wyindows-compalible laptops and add a third compuler fab in the school, as well
as buy printers, cans 1o transport lapieps and other supplies,

The Apple laplops, which are at leasl five years old, no longer meaet students’ needs, he said. In addition, a recenlly approved word
pracessing requirement at the tgn school requires more work $tations

*This proposal . . would allow us 1o faciliiate that,” he said. *f think it would significantly enhance our capabilties.”

No money for technology upgrades is included in the currenl sending proposel for 2007-2008. interim Superiniendent Don Rappold said. The
$38.46 million budget proposal already includes an additional 20,000 for supphes for the high school, which Casseri attributes io a siate
mandate requinng high schools to provide graphing calculators to studenis.

Disirict cllicials said they'll ook into securing grant funding for the technology, but Cassen's 15 not the only tlechnclogy upgrade in the works
in the district. & $20,000 donation made last summer by CWhM Chemical Services will be uged 1o fund a new compuler lab at the
Intermediate Education Center, while work an 4 revamped computer lab at Lewiston-Porter Middle School wll be finished in April.

The upgrades are necessary, according to intermediate cenler principal Tamara Larson, because of the increasing dependence ci
technology.

“They're really integrated with the cumicuium,” she said of computers.

The proposed budget for next year represents a $687 465 (1.82 percent) increase in spending over this year's plan. Officials will continue
workag on (he document in the comeng waeks, with the princpals of the distnct’s olher schools to present their spending wish ists at nex!
werk's ses8inn

iation finds little, official says

security risks compieted in the early summer at a federal storage site for radicactive
materiafs reveated no crucial issues, a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers representative 531 Tuesday,

The reviews of the Niagara Falls Storage Site were made by the Department of Homeland Security and the U.S. Army Corps’ Hazardous,
Toxic and Radioactive Waste Center of Expertise. said Joan Moarrissey, community outreach specialist.
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While no written reporl hag been preduced for public consurnption by homeland sacurity officials, U.5. Army Corps representatives are
seeking a summary of information they can share with the community oversight group for the storage area, Morrissey said

The internal Army Corps review did not find any crucial 1ssues. bul aid suggest some security improvements, she added

Even though no details of possible security risks were discussed, members of the Sleering Commiliee of the Lake Ontarto Ordnance Works
Restoration Advisory Board welcomed the news that reviews are being done of the site.

Steering Committee member William Rolland, a Porter resident, said he's been approached in the past by members of the public who are
concerngd about potential risks on the former ordnance works site.

Steering Commitiee member Bill Boeck. a Niagara University phiysics pmofessor and chaimman of the advisory board s Radiokogical
Commiltee, said he would characierize the radinlogical storage area as ~low-risk.”

The 191-acre Niagara Falls Storage Site 15 located wilhin the former Lake Ontario Crdnance Works sile in the lowns of Lewiston and Parter,
The former ordnance work3 site was used for weapons production, storage and dispesal beginning around World War I,
The Miagara Falls Siorage Ste includes a 10-acre containment struciure in which {he most toxic materals are haused.

Federal officials are currenily investigating chemical and radiclogical contaminatien on beth the ardnance works sile and the Niagara Falls
Storage Site.

The U.S. Ammy Corps took over jurisdiction of the site from the Depariment of Energy in 1997,
In ather advisary board matters:

n Adwsory board vice charwoman Rebecca Zayatr announced she will no longer serve as the Sleering Commitiee's secratary as of the end
of the year.

Zayatz, market area enginear for Waste Management of New York, the parent company of CWM Chemical Services. is currenily finishing the
remaindar of her second twd-year lerm as secretary.

The board's operating guidehnes limd the lerm a member can serve in an oflice

Zavalz said she will rernain an active member of the advisory board's committees.
less to Great Lakes pollution

. . ing the Great Lakes Basin since 1998 and actually produces less waste per factity
than its Canadran counlerpans, acoarding jo a siwdy released today. 2/9

Looking at data from more than 4,000 industrial sites, the Canadian Environmental | aw Association and Environmental Defencecq found
mere than 1.38 billion pounds of waste enterad the air, water and 1and in the Great |.akes and St. Lawrence River basin i 2002,

Sixly-five percent of that waste, nearly S00 millien pounds, came from U .S. sites. the reporl said.

Researchers admitted the data cannot be linked to specific health effects, but cauld be used to belter undecstand gotentialty adverse healih
impacts

Tonawanda's Huntiey Generaling Station ranked 16th among facilties with the largest releases of air pollution in the Great Lakes Basin in
'02. Huntley atso ranked 14th among all facilities in releases of water pollution.

The Welland Plant of Cylec Canada Inc. in Mragara Falls, Ont | ranked 15ih

CWM Chenical Services in Lewiston and Porter ranked fourth among fachives for on-site, fandfifled waste. AES Somerset in Barker ranked
ninth in thal category.

Environmental groups called for governments on both sides of the border to take attion to reduce and eliminate Great Lakes pollution.
“What this analysis tells us 1s that while some facilities in the U.S have improved theair efficiency and the trend in some cases is improving.
the total amount of toxic poliutian it the Great Lakes basin remans unacceptably high,” sard Derek Stack, execanive director of Great Lokes
United. & bi-nalional environmenial group.

The study, which compiled federal data from both countries, represents the first time 1t years statishcs about Great Lakes pollution from boih
the United States and Cartada have been combined and analyzed.

Another enviranmenta! activist painted {6 the pollution’s potential effecls on fish populations which wauld impact the sportsmen who consume
themn

“The heafth of ihe Great Lakes is in real trouble because we forget poliidion is still 2 real issue,” said Paui Muldoon, executive director of the
Canadien Environmental Law Associalion.

Ahnrt 24 millinn cibizane ast their drinkinn watar from the Greal Lakes.
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FORTER — A Miagara County native nowr S1ands at 1he Meune wr 1w reisvas o 0ly hazardous waste facility.

Michael Mahar, a Wilson rasident and a former project manager with Niagara Falls' Sevenson Envirenmental Services, was recently named
districi manager at CWM Chemical Services.

Mahar replaces Richard Sturges, who has been pramoted and is now in charge of Yvaste Management's upstate New Yark operations.

Mahar recemly agreed to sit down wilh the Niagara Gazehe and discuss his thoughts on his new job and how his company is viewed in the
communily.

QUESTION: Whal are you responsible for as ¢istrict manager?

ANSWER' I'm basically responsible for the safety of the workers at the site, environmental compliance of the site and also the financial
performance of the site Those are the three key things that ¥'m responsible for,

Q: How tid you gel inlo the hew of environmental engineering and hazardous wasie?

Az When | graduated from Clarkson University — the president of Sevenson (Environmenta! Services) Michael Elia lives in Wilson — and he
inquired with me about going to work for them. And cne thing led 1o another and | anded up starting with themn, stayed thare for 10 years.

Q: Can you teh me a idtle bit aboul whal you did at Sevenson?

A: | warked in their engineering and project management depariment. | managed prejects as a projett manager. Aclually | did nothing but out
of town projects except for one of them in 10 years.

One project | worked on at was Pfohl Brothers Landfill near the Buffalo (Miagara International) Airpor. | think it was far g cauple of years.

! was basically responsibie for going out to the fiela and managmy the project from the field location H you look al my resume, 1 did projects
in Massena; Cranston, R.1.; Lima. Ohio; New Bedford, Mass, The only one not on there, [ worked at Aleoa in Massena in 2005.

Q: Nlocks like alt of these are pretly big projects.
A: Very jarge. Hoge [ was usually involved m . some of therr mode involved projects when ! was there.
Q: What do you take, practically speaking, from that job to this job?

A If you look at ihe chain, Sevenson does wock on site, remeduating lhe sites. In glher words, [et's say there's confaminalion in a waterway,
in a rwer. They'l remove the conlamingl:on and then thay ship J somewhers.

So [ baswically moved one siep down the chain. | was at the remegdiation sites before and now | moved here to one of the facilities. [t's
basically the same industry. I've just moved down one step on the chain.

Q' \Whal da you think atoul the way that some pants of the commundy pemeve CWhW?
A: There's supporters and then there's opposers, obviously. It seems like the opposers, they're loud and it seems that they get heard more
than the suppeoriers do. | can tell you, from our open house we had this past year, we sent out liftle cards for them to fill out about their

experiensa here, and wouid they support us or wouldn't they,

I think put of the 400 or 500 people at the apen house, 42 percent of the people sent back the cards, which | thought was mteresling
Becausg when | get stuff ke that &t nome, Fdon’t know zbout you, but f dant have une (or ¢ and | usualy jst thwow it 1 the recycling bn.

I thought it was interesting that 42 percent took 1he time 1o fill them out. And of those 42 percend, B6 percent of those peaple said they would
suppodn the facility.

In my opinion ., this is Amenca, you can oppose fhe site. You can have your feelings about anything.
if you're going to oppase the site, at least you ¢ould come here and really leam about what we g here,
A few of Ihe people that are the feading opposers of the site, they've never even been here.
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(: What go you think the biggest misconception is about what goes on here?

A: II's probably the heatth nsks. I've had. now I'm 11 years in the hazardous waste industry. | can tell you | haven't been invalved in a site
that's mare monitered Lhan this site fram an enviranmental standpoint.

We take thousands of groundwater samples from over 200 wells around the site 1o monitor the groundwater.
We do surface water sampling at six locations and we have air monitoring slations surrounding the site,

And that's nol any different frorn when | worked for Sevenson, There was monitoning Lhat went on al everyone of thase sites while we were
remediating them.

e have a permit that we have 10 comply with f we weren t complying with it we wouldn t be able to operae.

From a health standpoint. | think we're doing the right things to make sure that employees, our customers are safe and the community is
safe.

I ail comes down to monitoring and the controls we have in place.
Q: Dick Sturges, who was the former disinict manager, has been promoted but is still here. Can you 1l me what his new role entails.

A; He is the direclor of post collection operations for the upstate New York market area for (parent company) Waste Management. Post
collection 1s basically landfills and transfer stahons, He's involved in bolh municipal solid waste and this hazardous waste facility.

He 5 stid retaining the tite of senior gistrict manager here, advising me, you know when issues come up on what1o de ialkto imen a
daily basis. chat about lhings. decide what o do.

That's hig role. That's what he's been elevated too. He's still invalved here but he's getling more involved in Waste Management's overall
operations.

Q: What are your goals for your new position here?

A Basically to continue 1o run a compliant facility that provides & needed service for a convenient sociaty. Basically to continue to run a
compliant facility, that's our number one goal here. Safety of tha workers and whatnot.

Michael Mahar

n AGE 36

n BORN Lewrsion

n RESIDES: Wilson

n EDUCATION: B.S. in civil and environmenial engineering, M.B.A. from Clarksan University

n EXPERIENCE: Projeci manager at Sevenson Enviranmental Services for 10 years; prometed from operations manager la disliicd manager
at C\WM Chemical Servicas o Qctaber

THE MEETIMNG
n June 26
NOTEWDRTHY

n The Tawn Board approved a request from a citizen's oversight group for CWM Chemical Services to approach the Miagara County
Depariment of Health abgut the issus of third-pany testing of tandfll keachate annually pumped into {he Miagara River

The Community Advisery Committee proposed (he town ask for advice as to whether such testing would be worlhwhile, according to
Counciiman Alfonso M. Bax.

CWM collects ihe raintall on its landfilis and has lhe leachate tested by oulside laboratories before it i$ purnped through a pipeline from the
Porter site 1o lhe river. Approval from the state Oepariment of Environmental Conservation is also required before CWM can begin the
release nrocess

ire's accomplishments

Lwuia wivi —iuayaia wuwiny nas naws a we o peJress in economic development whila reducing the size of governmant and the property
tax levy, Legislature Chairman William L. Ross said Tuesday during his annual State of the County address.
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irrounding Covanta’s air permit application is troubling

. .. % Tonawanda Coke saga any reguiatory agency wauld alfow a company (o insiall equipment
wihoul having an approved air permil in place.

Ik pollution discharge

istened and reacied to progosed changes to the pofiulon discharge pecrmit granted 10
Waste Management faciities by 1he slate Depanment of Environmental Conservation

DEC officials announced the recommendation of three additional monitoring points along storm water paths, as well as two new internal
sampling points to 1est for metals and other contaminates such as zinc and PCB in Waste Management's treated waler.

Willam Mirabile of the DEC's Division of Waler, who presenied the recommendatiohs ai the hearng, said sivicler comphance fimits for
conlaminates can be enforced wilh these new lesting poinis.

“Establishing thaga inlernal compliance monitaring points will ansure that testing will detect any contamination before the possibility of it
heing diluted,” said Mirabile, noting that rainwatar and snow melt can alter rasults at the curranit testing points near Four Mite Creek. Mirabile
said the Waste Menagement facility, which dumps 20 million galtons of treated water into the Miagara River each year will also test for metat
confaminates afier prelaninary ireaiment and sample for furiher lesis before waler is dumped

Changes to the current SPEDES, which went into effect in December 2000, were formally proposed by the DEC in Octohar of 2004, After a
public comment period, additions were made to the modification permit, which were presented at Monday's public hearing at Lewiston-Parler
High School.

Whiie resicents lauded the permd’s moddicalions there were calis for more 1o be done

“It's far from enough,” said Lewision resident Amy Witryol, who spoke at length during the hearing. Witryol noted thal the measures the DEC
advised are nol implementing new technology and called the changes "common sense,” wondering why such aclions weren't taken decades
ago.

“We want regulators 1o set the goal of what's safe. Period” she said. "Not say ‘well, we'll selile for somelhing Ihat's not safe and spend 25
ygars to get there.” " Witryol moted the public hearing, which was requested by Waste Management is “only going to delay the implemeniation
of many of these modifications which CWht (\Waste Managemeant} objecis to.”

Wasle Management officials did mot speak during the public hearing but a representative oNfered a short statement afterward.

“We are participating in the process.” said spokeswoman Lon Caso. She noted that some of the modificalions in permit levels would measure
minuscule levels of discharge but said Waste Management is dedicated to the community's environmenltal healih,

"Qur goal is consistent with that of the NYSDEC,” she said, “lo have safe discharge standards.”

The DEC said it wil, accept furiher wrilten comments from {he pubiic until Aprit A0, after which they wall review new slatements and announce
any changes made, DEC ofticials noted the imporance of the permit but gave no timetanle for these changes to be implemented.

“This is a very, vary high priority permit.” Mirabile said afler the hearing. “Somelime later this year we expect it to be in effect but there's no
timetable for that ”

204 QITING Pt AN- Maw ctata rannrt inhplds “equitable” waste ﬁnding

w last year has turned up again in the latest version of the slate’s Hazardous
Waste Siting Plan,

Like its predecessos, the new-loak plan, rekeased by the state Depanment of Envronmental Conservation on Wednesday concludes the
distribution of hazardous waste faciliies m New York is "gecgraphically equitable.”

A similar conclusion reached as part of a 2008 version of the document prompted outcries from critics of the process in Niagara County who
have long questioned the state’s method of analyzing distribution. noting that Miagara Courity is home {o the only hazardous waste landfill
within the statewide system.

“1don1 think 8 nullion tons of hazardous waste here and effeclively zero in the rest of the stale is an insignificant issue,” saig Amy Wiryal, a
Lewiston resident and frequent ¢ritic of the state’s handling of the siting plan process.

The hazardous waste siting plan is being developed by the DEC at the direction of the slate Legislature to $erve as a guideline for various
aspedis of hazardous wasie handling and dispesal in Mew York. The version reteased on Wednesday follows an earlier draft presented m
July 2008. That draft represented a rewision of an earfier siimg plan released in 2003 AY invee documents have now conciuded that there
exists fair distribution of hazardous waste facilies in New York, a clam cnitcs contend is based largely on the state's decision to lump
storage, treatment and landfill facilities all into the same category.

Witryol said the DEC ignored ¢concemns she raised about last year's version which failed to indicate how much hazardous waste is currently
localed i each region of the stale

“Does Governor Paterson know the difference between a storage facilily and a hazardous landfill?” Witryol said. “He's basically telling us,
that one county should carry the entire debt burden of the state of New York.”

The latest document is consistent in anolher araa as it concurs with the findings of last year's version that there is no need for additional
hazardows waste capacty it New York. According to the new plan, the state has at least 20 ye ars of avalable capaciy ai this point.

Final siting plan approval is needed before Chemical Waste Management can pursue a propesed expansien of its landfill in Lewiston. Untder
state law, the review of the company's permit apphcation cannot occur until 5 final siting plan has been approved.
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CVWM spekesperson Lori Caso said the company had no commant on the new plan at this time because it was still examining the findings of
the voluminous siting plan.

“Obviously, we are still reviewing i, she said

The DEC will hos! a seres of 10 publhc heanngs on the latesl verson of the sitmg plan al locations across the state in the coming months.
Two of those hearings will ba held in Niagara County, with the first scheduled for Nov. 1B at the Niagara Falls Public Library and the second
dated Nov. 19 at Lewiston-Porter High Schoal. The comment period for the latest version of the siting plan is about 75 days, down from he
oeriod of @bout 120 davs that was allowed for the 2008 version of the plan,

scuss cleanu

et nrwvs e rmeianis w2 nernn s o e snsan siam wrgeeermerem e —eenes 1€ UMD S1ates and Canada discussed what they catied 20 years of suocess in
cleanung up the Niagara River on Wednesday. while at the same hime waming that challenges lay ahead.

*As mueh work as you do, 8% much work as you have accomplished, you learn thergé's much more to be done and it's not something that can
be declared 100 percent fimshed,” said Jim Vollmershausen, regional director genaral for Environmenial Canada,

The officials gathered for a public meeting wilh more than 50 people in attendance at the Hokday inn in Grand Island to commemorate the
20th aoniversany of the Niegara River Geclaraton imem — an agreement between the U5 Envionmental Prolection Agency, state
Department of Environmental Conservation, Environmental Canada and the Ontane Ministry of the Envirenment to coordinate efforts to
reduce 10xic pollution in the Niagara River. Thal declaration became the Niagara River Toxics Management Pian.

By installing a system of moniloring the river and targeting spectfic places which contribuled toxic matarials — ranging from brownfield sites
and [andfil's to municipal water treatment facilities — strides have been made {o clean up the water and re-establish parts of the ecosystern
which had been wiped away, said Don Zelazny of the ODEC . Eighteen toxic substances — including lead, arsenic, PCBs and mercury — were
identfied as priorily toxics which showuld be the focus af cleanup effons.

Of the 26 sites on the U5, side which were found in 1987 to need cleanup, 21 have been completed, Zelazny said. The remaining five are in
process.

At the former Niagara Monawk-Cherry Farm site in the Town of Tonawanda, pils in which toxic materals were dumped seeped into the
Miagara River, Zelazny said Since the site was cleaned, once-absent shore grass$ has grown at the site again Habitats for fish and bwds
hiave aiso been astablished near the site

MaryEllen Scanlon of the OME wamed that air pollution and toxins which flow through the Niagara River from other parts of Lake Erie still
preseni real challenges. Addressing those concerns, searching oul sourcos of pollulipn outside of the previously identfied 18 toxics™ and 8
continued focus on ¢leaning local sources of pollution will be the focus of the four agencies, she said.

Bul "sigrificant decreases in many of the chemigals in the river show Lhat remedial and management actions are having posilive impacts,”
she sad

As the river cleanup portion of the meeting concluded, audience members posed a senes of questions and concems. including the lack of
availabiliy for public input, differing internaticnal cleanup standards and the contradiction of a hazardous waste landfill, CWM Chemical
Services, emitting certain amounis of toxic materials into the watar,

No answer was provided for the hazardous waste facility and international cleanup standards 1ssues, but Mano DelVicario sad that steps
were bemng takan to provide a tomum for publc inpul, adding that the meeting they were at was one of those opporunilies.

Angther presentation was given on the Lake Ontario Lakewide Management Plan, which was develbped at the same ime and led to similar
cleanup functions along Lake Ontario.

Contact reporler Dan Miner at 282-2311 exl. 2263
tizers hope park opening is grand

e e T, e i e s s e e 135 3 NBW 100F.

Everything appears all set for the grand opening of Porler-on-ihe-Lake. the 38.3-acre town park bought in January from Magna
Entertainment Corp. for $850,000.

“We wanl people to come down here and sea the park,” said Linda White, chairperson of the Labor Day event.

Rip and 1he Band Dogs an? Shania Twin_ a Toronto-based Shama Twain Impersonater, will play throughout the day at ihe event, which is
free and will run from noon until about ¥ p.m on Sept. 1, which 15 Labor Day.

Qrganizers hope it capitahizas in some ways on 1he demise of the Youngstown Field Days, the popular Labor Day atiraction which won't be
held this year for the firs! tirma in decades. At the park, food vendars, a beer tent and a host of booths and children's aclivities will also be
available.

*There’s about 40 acres here and il we can fill up 39 of them we"i be fine,” sad Bob Reese, a member of the park commities.

A "soft” opening has already been held at the park, on June 15, which organizers called "very succesful.”

Though the park is open to the public every day from dusk until dawn, there is slill work to be done. The Porer-on-the-Lake Park Commillee
meets regularly and will soon choose engineenng and consulling firms for a master plan at the park.

Tha! master plan could iInclude adding several things, such as

= A& permanent bandstand in & comer of the park near the water
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* More playground equipment for young children
+ A walking path around the outside of the park
» Sledding down the large hill and cross-couniry skiing

The park has undergone quite a transformation since the town bought it. Councilman Jeff Baker has bronght his traclor to the property 1o
clear brush, coniractors have been mowing tha grass. the Niagara County Sheriffs Work Release program gul a new roof on the pavilion
and student volunteers from Niagara University have worked to clean the area up, esgecially the beach It's also received help from the Tawn
of Porter Highway Depardment

"What's really special about this are the valunteers who helped out.,” white sed.

Belare and immeadiately after tha park's purchdse there were quéstions as to whether it would cost too mu¢h to maintain, The board
authorized $1 milkon o buy the land in a 4-1 vote on Nov 13 The maney was avaiiable from the CUWM Chemrcat Services Host Commundy
Agreement. There is 31 million el in the fund
“Onee people see It they'Il know it was a good investment,” Town Supervisor Merion Wiepert said.

Long time coming

A reader sent an 8-mail to point out that my Legislature story ahout the county's move to block PCBs from coming ta the area left out a
couple of key players in the efforl — Legislators Clyde Burmaster, R-Ransomville, and John Ceretta, R-Lewiston. The reader suggesied bolh
men deserved cradit for acling on resolutions aimed at preventing the Department of Environmental Conservation from trucking 75,000 tons
of waste fean a canup site in Wamen Counly to the CWM iandlilf in Posler

Ceretlo sponsored the resolution that called on the DEC to come up with an allernative cleanup plan and Burmaster sponsored a second
measure aimed al placing a $200 per ton tax on the matenial

Anth masanras ward annravad hy 8 nasnimans vnte nf (e Leg|3{alure_

stioned

e e e e e e oo~ .~ uestions aboul the process they followed in the pending purchase of the A9-acre parcel
off Dietz Road, currently owned by Magna Entertainment Corp.

The parcet a poran of which s#s on Lake Ontano, i5 sl 1o become the lown's only publicly accessible wateriront land. The council
authorized $1 million to buy the land. for which Magna is asking $950,000. in a 4-1 vote on Mov. 13. The boarg is using maney it had
avallabfe from the CWM Chemical Services Hosl Community Agreement. There is 571 million left in the fund

At Monday's council meeting, Carl Fellows of Ransomville restaurant Casey's Mall Shoppe. told council members thal there should have
heen mare of a chance for public npul M the process. He sad a public meekng of regultar updates on the 1own's Web site could have kept
the communily beller informed

“In my line of work, you get to speak to a lot of people,” Fellows said. "The people | speak with, it was a shock to them they didn't know it
happened.”

Fellows added thal his concems regarding the sale include the future costs of maintenance gnd habiity al the park.

The town has marle a down payment of $25 000 on the propeny, and officials expecl the purchase to be finalized before (he end of
December, Such a purchase is called for in the town's latest master planning document, its Comprehensive Plan, which was finalized in
2004

Town Attomey Mchae! Dowd (o4 the boavd and aud-ence members m aliendance ikal there wemn nd requrements for special meetmgs of
hearing for the board to authorize ihe purchase The opporunily to buy the land came up guickly, and the board had 1o a¢! quickly on the
purchase before Magna explored oiher sale oplions, he said

Thraugh stories in the media, the board had tried to disseminate the informauon publicly, Dowd said, Councilwoman Nancy Orsi added the
board was planning on including information on lhe sale m the town's next quarlerly newsletier

With the excepticn of Councilman Jefl Baker, who opposes the sale because of the possible maintenance costs, town officials have spoken
tughly of the park's potential.

Board members said the parcel has potential 1o gamer state pawer authority money as part of the Niagara River Greenway process. Orsi
painted out that grants could olfset mantenance costs.

Councilman Thomas Baia said 8 privale citizen had called and offered to help pay for some of the property, which he called a rare gesture.

‘W felt it might come our way and we felt the price was excellent,” Baia said. “'s one of the few places on this whole lake the public can
have access fo”

Supervisor Merton Wieper said the Niagara Pioneer Soccer League has called and inquired aboul puting soccer fields al ihe property.

A committee will now be fonmed to explore how 1o administer the park, and public input will be included in that process, Orsi said.
lakefront land

wfrant Jand called forin its comprehensive plan.

Magna Entertainment Corp., which owns the 38-acre parcel near Dielz Road, has been holding private talks with the town board for several
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months since it decided 1o unload the 778 acres it owns in the lown The other land. divided into two parcels, is being marketed publicly.

The town board authorized $1 million in funds to buy the land in a 4-1 vote Tuesday, Attomeys for the lown and Magna gre now hammering
out the final wording of the sale, and it could be closed by the end of the year unless a permissive referendum is requested by residents.

“We would be trazy not to do if because it is such an excellent pece,” Councédwoman Mancy Crs: sad “People in this communily should
have gregnspace wilh walerront access because we're bound on both sides by water, bul own absolulely none.”

Magna asked $950,000 for the properly, and ihe purchase price mcludes extra costs like lawyers fees. Orsi said. The meney will be taken
from a ¢apital fund consisting of money from the CWM Chemnltal Services Host Cammunity Agreement. There is $1 million {eft in the fund,

A portion of the land sils on Lake Oniario, and includes park infrastruclure, including a pavilion, that the tawn plans to turn into a park L was
wsed by previoils cwmers Occidental Petroleumn Carp. ang Hooker Chemical Co. for company pasties

The move was met with sbme opposition as residents have expressed wormy aboul the costs of mainlaning parkland. said Jelf Baker, the
recently re-elected counciiman who cast the one opposition vote,

“I'm not against having a park,” Baker said. “I'm against increasing the town people's taxes to maintain a park.”

Baker sawd the move should bave been pud to town residents far & vote, and said he wishad more sohd plans were put in place as to how lo
pay park maintenance. He was open o Orsr's suggesticn of creating a separate tund and requesting private donations 1o maintain the space,
but pointed oul i would have 1o be susigined for a lang period of ime

“I didn’t want the park, but now that we have it, I'm going 1o iry to do the best | can ta make this park work self-sufficiently,” he said.

The purchase had the suppan of Supenvisar Mertan Wiepert, a voting member of the board, who taid oul potential uses far the land and said
the walerlrant properly will naw be available for fulure generabions of town residents Hiking and ¢ross-country skiing trads could be
develgpad there and 1 s a good pace for waddings, he sad.

“This 15 for future residenis io have access to the lake and thus make a recreational area of it,” he said "There is a lot of possikilities.”

The town board is in the process of crealing 4 cammitiee 1o explore possible uses for the space which will come together if the sale is
finalizad Wienad eaid

Hscuss river cleanup

e e e it i —geeee —o ..~ hthe United States and Canada discussed what they called 20 years of success in
cleaning up the Niagara River an Wednesday, while at the same time warning tha! challenges lay ahead.

“As much wark as you do, 45 much work as yau have accomplished, you leam there’s much more to be done and it's not something that can
be dectared 100 percent firished,” said Jim Vallmershausen, regional director general far Environmental Canada

The ofticials gathered for a public meeting wilh more than 50 people in attendancg ai the Holiday Inn in Grand Island to commemorate the
20th anniversary of ihe Niggara River Declaration Intent — an agreement between the .S, Enwvironmenial Prolection Agency, state
Depariment of Environmental Conservation, Enwironmental Canada and the Gntaro Minisiry of the Environment to coordinate effons to
reduce toxic pollution in the Miagara River. Thal declaration became the Niagara Rwer Toxics Management Plan.

By installing a syslem of monitoring the river and targeting specific places which contributed toxic materials — ranging fram orownfield sites
ang kandfitts to munic:pal water treatment fachbies — sindes have been made to clean up the water and re-eslablsh parts of the ecosystemn
which had been wiped away, sad Don Zelazny of the DEC Eighigen loxic substances — including lead, arsenic, PCB$ and mercury — were
identified as priorily toxics which stiould be {he focus of cleanup efforls.

Of the 28 sites on the U.S. side which were found in 1987 to need cleanup, 21 have been completed, Zelazny said. The remaining five are in
process

At the former Niagaras Mohawk-Cherry Famm site ;n the Town of Tonawanda. pils m which taxic materals were duemped seeped into the
Niagara River, Zelazny said Since the sile was cleaned, once-absenl shore grass has grown at the site again. Habitats for fish and birds
have also been established near the site.

MaryEllen Scanlon of the OME warned that air poliution and toxins which flow through the Niagara River from other pans of Lake Erie still
present real challenges. Addressing those concerns, searching out sources of polfution oulside of the previausly identified “18 toxics™ and 8
continued focus on cleaning local sources aof pollulion will be the focus af the four agencies, she said.

Bul ' signuficant decreases in many of the chemicals in the nver show that remedial ana management aclions are having positive impacis,”
she said

As the river cleanup porlion of the meeting con¢luded, audience members posed a series of questions and concemns, ingluding the lack of
availability for public input, differing international cleanup standards and the contradiclion of a hazardous waste fandfill, Cwh Chemical
Services, emniling cerlain amaunts of toxic materials into the water.

No answer was provided fof the hazardous waste {acity and mlemabonai cleanup standaras 1ssues. bul Mans DelVicano sad that sleps
were being taken to prowde a forumn for public input, adding that ihe meeting they were at was one ot those apporfuniies

Another presentation was given on the Lake Onlario Lakewide Mangement Plan, which was developed at the same time and led to similar
cleanup functions along Lake Ontario.

Contact reporler Dan Miner at 282-2311 ext 2262,
flaziarz: Keep your promise

ERLIOL O W e T G FL D R,
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It was ihe spring of 2006 when state Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte, D-Lewiston, and Sen. George Maziarz, R-Newfane, inlroduced
bills in their respective houses of the Legislature dealing with the $iting of hazardous waste landfills

The bill essentially banned the establishment of those landfills if they would have (he potential to discharge toxic matenal into the Great
Lakes system. The only exceplion would be if the campany building the {andfill could guarantee it would not leak

Albany lawmakers apparenily hked the bill. It passed unanimaously in the Assembly and with only one "no” vote in the Sonate. But then-Gov
George Palaki saw it differently and vetoed the measure. Both DelMonte and Maziarz promised 1o bring the same hill up before the
Legislature this year.

Fast forward to 2007. DefMonte kept her promise but, instead of reintroducing last year's bill, Maziarz put forlh a whole new bill with new
regulations and paramelers. The move has area environmental groups incensed. They say the new Maziarz measure would weaken
protechion against toxic substances, particufatty PCBs. from reaching the Megara River and Lake Qntano.

The gqueshon we've asked, and continue to ask What's changed?

Does a bill that passed the state Legislature with near unanimity become suddenly In need of a massive overhaul? Has the situation
regarding Nragara County's dubious distinction of hosting the staie’s only independent aclive hazardous waste [andfill changed? Has
Chemical Waste Management suddenly pulled the plug on it's plans to expand? The answer to all three is no

So why won t Senaior Maziarz honor his 2006 pledge and sesubmi his original bill m 20077 The conspracy theonists ameng us might point
to the massive amounts of polilical contributions that CWM's parenl finm, Waste Management, makes to candidates across the country.

As for Maziarz, he feets what he has submitted is an improvemenl over his previous plan and what he's doing this year is better than last.
We disagree

The law we supporied ast year wil work jusi fine this year s simple, clear and protecls Niagara County's environment 1 might even help
to scrub up the {arished image of a county stifl dirtied by the stamn of Love Canal and all the other toxic waste landtills that proliferated

across our community in the 1940s through the 1980s.

We urge Senator Maziarz to do what he promigsed: Resubmit his 2006 bilt {o the stale Senate this year. Let it stand or fall on its own merits
Who knows, this time the new govemor might even sign it info law

Because .n lhis case, the difference a year makes idn't thal much different afler afi.
ar public comment on sex offender law

to comment on a proposed sex offender law at a public hearing set for June

The new lagislation would prohibit convicled, higher-risk sex offenders from moving within 1,000 feet of areas where children and seniors are
Iikely lo congregale.

It would also require Level 2 and Level 3 sex offenders, those determined by the state 1o be mosl likely to recommit their ¢rimes, 1o register
with the Lewiston Police Depariment.

The hearing, approved by ihe board unanimously Monday night, will be held at 6:30 p.m. on June 12 in Town Hall, 1375 Ridge Road.

Under the propased taw_ sex offenders who already ive withn Lewistan {own boundaries would not be aftected urtbess they mave to ancther
residence wilhin the town

Lewiston's law would be meant to “protect the people who are leasi able to protect ihemselves ™ said Town Attomey Joseph Leone,

The law would prohibit Level 2 and Level 3 sex offenders from living within 1,000 feat of schools, playgrounds, parks, day care centers, firg
halls, nursing homes and assisted living centers.

Qfenders would have to noldy pelice of a change 1n resience. as well as supply notfication of their place of employment and 1heir direct
SUPBNYISOr's name.

Contraciors doing work for ihe town would be raquired to alert town officials if someone in their empluy is working within the town.

The offendar's immediate supervisor must alsa be given under the law. If a contractor feiled 10 nolify the town, the town could negate the
contracl.

Supervisor Fred Newlin told officials the town may address sex offenders already living within the lown wilh another (aw al a later date,

Counciman Alfonso Marra Bax noted 1hat Level 2 and Level 3 offenders have the ¢hance to be re-evaluated annually. At such proceedings,
their level may be lowered thus making the law inapplicable to tham.

Sanborn resident Janine Blackbum expressed suppor for lhe propased law to (he baard Monday.

Blackburn 1oid officials a convicted sex ofender lives in her neighborhood, and implored the town board 1o take action.

“Qur children are more imporlant than this monster,” she said,

In other own matlers:

rt Board members heard from dohn W. Dax. an attormey ram Albany specializing n elecinaly issues

Dax. who said he has 28 years of experience dealing wilh elecinedy matlers, said he does not believe the town needs o parnicipate in a

municipal distnbution agency in arder to take advantage of power coming through s setllement agreement with the New York Power
Authority.
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lLewiston 1s a member of Power Niagara, a group of six municipalities and school districts now working to develop a management system
with an MDA for 24.5 megawatts of low-cost electricity set to arrive in September 2007.

MNewlin said he hopes the board will make a decision on hiring an energy expert at the wark session scheduled for June 12
Board members are also considening Hodgson Russ of Bufale, and are locking 10 meet with another Albany firm,

n Board members unanimously passed a resolution urging the State Legislature to amend state law in order to prohibit new hazardous waste
facillies from being cited within the Great Lakes basin,

Such a ¢hange in the law 1s meant 1o prevent CWM Chemical Services, the Morheast's anly hazardous wasie facility. from expanding
LEGISLATURE RACES; Veteran Burmaster challenged by Falls water board employee

Forranta in Firet Dietriect

Clyde Burmaster has represented the Niagara County Legislaure s First Listncl tor bwo decades.

ilitical Action groups belster DeiMonte’s war chest

VA 1D T IRt T L wanapeaa s oeeo B TEROMS [Hed wih the Mew York Siate Goard of Efections, State AssemMywoman Francine
DelMonte helds a substantial financial edge over her challengers by taking money from a blend of statewade umions, downstate [obbyisis and
Palitical Action Cammittees — but very Ittle money came from within her local assembly district.

d efforts of Maziarz leave a lot to be desired

oan series "There Oughta Be A Law,” which a young boy named Gearge may have enjoyed
When he grew up to be Sen, George Mazarz and began fo wede leqistalon of his own, howsyer, some of his efiors weren’t sb funny

He wrole legislation thal permitted the Niagara Fafls Schoaol District to enter inle agreement with the Office of Parks, Retreation and Historic
Preservation (QPRHP) to take over hisloric buildings at DeVeaux YWoods State Park He did this in full knowledge that Niagara River
greenway plans were in formalive stages and that school adminisirative offices at DeVeaux were outrageously inappropriate to such plans.
Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte cosponsored 1his legisiation. Whal private interesl or agenda was being served here?

Chermical Waste Management {C\Wh) leqstalion: A Maziarz bift iNo. t) to prolect the environment and fuloce generabions of ciizens was
prompily veioed by the former administration, an outceme he may well have expecied. For the next go-around he infroduced new legisiation
{No. 2} favorable to CYWM, and for six months refused to withdraw it in favor of No. 1 in spite of widespread public opposition. DelMonte did
not cosponser No. 2. Currently, it appears boih bills are still alive We wonder whal manipulations Maziarz has planned to achieve the
passing of No. 2 and why he wrote it in the first place, If he's not protecling the environment 10 ensure public health, who gains from such
legislation? Does the answer Invalve campaign contributions? Inquiring minds want to know.

Most recenily Maziarz has writen legistation that seeks {o aiter Ihe financial siruciure of OPRHP, stipulating hall of ts Niagara parkmg
revenues be used m Niagara County stale parks. DeiMonte has announced she has no plans 1o infroduce such a bill in the Assemtly. Park's
GCommssioner Garol Ash noles Maziarz seemns uninformed aboul aclual park’s revenue and expendidures. Maziarz, neverheless, already
has plans for how the money should be spenl Funds can be used to “make our parks look like the parks over there " he said, refarring to
Canada He also wanis to spend on “transportation infrastructure,” and we'd guess to comecl the condition of non-compliance with ADA
requlations he claims exists at Joseph Davis State Park, which he says should be “an embamassment " Desperate 1o seund as if he's
suddenly an experl on parks management, Maziarz also wants to “upgrade” softhall diamonds at Reservoir State Park

Whal shoutd be an embarrassment is his wilimgress, in spile of mis appafimg lack of knowledge, (o grandsiand at a press conlerence, and on
a later radio show, while he appeals to a broad range of conslituents: those who believe that Canada's Niagara Parks are “better” than those
an the American side; the disabled, handicapped, and wheelchar users; members of sofiball teams, their families, fans and friends; and
those who want the gorge parkway retained

Tens of lhausands of people are aware of Niagam Siate Park's historic legacy, which Maziarz apparently 1snl, and the last thing they wanl 15
that “our parks look like those over there.” There's no question Canadian parks are beautitul, flower beds mulched, ablaze wih bfossoming
planis sel out in pleasmg arrangements. The park tand originaliy donated by Sw Hamy Cakes reffec!s ine traoition of the English flower
garden, much copied around the world, including the decoralive fiower beds around many American homes.

The Falls park on the New York side, by contrast, was created by the world-famous and respecled landscape designer Frederick Law
OMmsled {and Vaux) to be natural, forever wild, an homage to American wilderness @nvironments, compalible with the plunging waterfalls
Here, various foliage-rich river edges were to frame glimpses and vistas of rushing water, and dappled sunlight was to fiter through the trees
where ferns and wildflowers suzh as the indigenous red frillium graced the forest igar. It's a different kind of beauty, maore subtle, but unique
near an urban setting and much apprec’aied by many.

Contrary lo what Maziarz ¢laimed, ali conditions at Joseph Davis State Park appesr 1o provide handicapped and wheelchair accessibility
handicapped parking is available, picnic benshes constructed to accommodate whealchairs are avajlable and in proximity to outdoor grilfs,
access to the fishing dock 18 properly sloped and ramped, resir¢oms are handicapped accessible. If the senator knows of ADA infraclion in
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the park, minor or otherwise, we suggest he pick up the phone. stop by in person, or otherwise conlagl State Parks about it rather then
getting all self-righteous ang mysterious at a press conference to advance his agenda.

At ihe press conference, Richard Soluri, mayor of Lewiston, and a Niagara River Greenway commissioner currently under investigation for
ethics violations by the Mew Yark State Ethics Cammission, cornmented about regianalism “linking" qur river parks, while Maziarz alf but
mviled an amendment to his bik 1o develop a “trolley sewvice” {rom park ic park. He was more diec during the radio emerview, calling for a
people-mover, “up and down ihe gorge.” Does anyone smell an emerging scheme {o commercialize 1he gorge parkway as a retention
guarantge {Soluri's years-long-inteplion}, a iralley moute on which lourists would be trucked on down 1o Lewiston? The Maziarz reallocation of
parks funds may have litllé chance of passing, but he's undoubtedly reaped some “alta-boy” points for his efforts.

If he'd like cleaner park restraoms and litter picked up more tharaughly, that's good. If he wants the Qlmsted vision, once he finds out what
is, more completely realized, that's good. too, and lots of people would be ready ta help him on that. As far as "upgrading” softball parks at
Reservor State Park. he should sponsor a bake sate as a fuadraiser The proceeds could be added (o the 53 milkon of greanway meney
OPRHP will get annually for the next hall cenlury, part of which 15 already earmarked for such improvements al Reservoir Slale Park,

Rnh Raxtar is tha ranearusiion rhair of the Niggara Heritage Parinership.
m Lori Caso of "Lori and Friends"

JEO OF LORI CASO'S "LOR! AND FRIENDS" TW SHOW 1S UNAVAILABLE. FLEASE
CHECK BACK L ATER.

Anyone who has been on Lon Caso's TV show knows one thing for cerlain. She doesn't change one it when the cameras go on,

Caso, hosl of the local cooking show “Lort andd Friends,” is completely at ease on the air and off, Her kids were raised with mommy cooking
in front of cameras and they make neoise in the background sometimes show up on camera during the course of the show As cameras roll
she jokes with her crew. makes fky of her own coolung, and still manages to do interviews with the guests who share (ocal news and evens
with her viawers.

This is good old fashioned newghborly convergalion with a disting Niagara region flavor.

“When | started the show back in '94, my son Cameron was just tive months old and | would place him in a swing just off camera and pray he
wouldn't make too much noise,” Caso said recently Her other two sons, Connor and Trey, spent timé in lhe swing as well as they joined lhe
TV famuly.

Now that all three sons are long past the baby swing (Cameren 15 13, Connor is 10 and Trey just tumed 6}, Caso has 1aken anather job as
communily and municipal affairs manager for CYWM, a division of Waste Management of Niagara Falls,

*To some people it might seem ke a stretch that | dao a local community cooking show and then | head off 10 work at & hazardous waste
facility, bul | love my jobs. And the staff at CWM love tape days when | bring in the leHovers.”

Caso’s show has been on the ai {for neady 13 years, once producad by the community 1elevision daasion 3l Adeliphia Cabie and now by
Twne-Wamer Cable. Il airs five days a week a! assorled times on cable channel 13

Her favorte shows have invoived Jocal personalities like “Mama D'Avolio” of Macr's Restaurant who made ricotta gnocehis, and Mrs, Paula
Cancemi, a sweel lady who demonsirated how she perfecily placed littie feeny meatballs between her stuffed shells, Thare were also shows
with animals ircluding a chimpanzee, a bald eagle and a hila monster, but Caso does not paricularly naed unusual guests to be watchable
Her chharm and her abliy to laugh 3t herself make watching her show seem like spendang time wilh a good {riend.

“I'm amazed that the show is still going strong afer all this time,” she said, “I'm booked up with guests 1or monihs.”

Those who have never walched ihe show can stifl share in her "good taste,” by irping some of her all time favorite recipas, below.

cape the politics

.. __ling for Niagara Tourism and Convention Corp Fresident John Percy's

resgnaton? T
Why didr't they ask Mayor Byron Brown to beef up the police patrels on Buffale’s East Side?

Or demand that Gov. Palerson quit now so state Attormey General Andrew Cuomo can gel a jump stad on the next etection
Meybe they should have 1aken a vote on CWMW's long-term plans in Porter.

In a word, the City Council has no jurisdiction over NTCC president so the charade BMaonday night was hammless and a waste of iime.

Council Chairman Chris Robins was candid enough 1o concede - before the roll call — that he did not believe an "no canfidence” vote
would resolve anything

1t didn't ano it won't,

There is s0lid reason, however, to interpret that vote as a power play by Councilman Samuel Fruscione, a ca-sponsor of the resolulicn, a
kind of kickeff 1o his 2011 run for mayar,

A sequel to that plot — admitledly a stretch of the imagination — would be for 2 new City Hall administration 10 somehow reslructure the
NTCC charler, giving the Cty Council authonty to hire and fire the tourism agency’s top official.

At present, ihe NTCC board of direclors has that mandate, as stated in its charter, one way to insulate the agency from political shenanigans

“That was a disappointment and a surprise,” said NTCC Chair Tricia Mezhir, alluding to the council vote on Percy. “It certainiy didn't
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represen) what the people n tha tourist industry feel at this time.”
Mezhir is quick to note the NTCC's record during the past year: A sharp increase in the rate of retum for every dollar spent to market and
promote the Falls and its atiractions; some 386 million in expendilures from visitors; and the new online reservation system ihat, in seven
months, has already generated $560 000 for the focal economy Mezhir and the board are convinced the agency is headed in the right
direction

“It's ironie that NTCC was crealed to remove polilics from the tounst industry,” Mezhir said, “Afier all t is generatly agreed that tourism is our
future. "

As evident by the cument wrangfing, politics will always be with us.

[t wautd be easier to swat fhes away from picnis tables on a sweltering day in the park than to avoid Ihe typical backroom poldics of the
Cataracl City.

| FWISTON: C.amnainn vate amiare off for town supervisor

e e e e e g =+ v ae -~ — pOTISCAY nEWCOMEr W Their commundy.
Yet that is about all Fred Newlin and Steve Reitér have in common.

As they come down 1o ther final days of campaigning, Newiin sees a town thal has made great prograss during his three terms in office.
Reiler sees a lown lhat he believes has become stagnant

“i dom't see stagnam as good,” Reder sad Th ngs have stopped here.”
Newilin disagrees and says the town is better now then when he was first efected.

“I have a proven record of cutling taxes and improving parks and recreation,” Newlin said, “What I'm looking foreard to is continging to invest
in whal we have.”

ARer 14 years ac the Waler Superiniendent. 3 cwil senice post, Reiter said he dec.ded to lump inlo alectoral pobtics and non for the Righway
Superiniendent’s job because he wanted 1o do more.

‘There were some problems and they needed {o be addressed,” Reiter said, “and | took a Marine hand to it. | could do maore {as Highway
Superintendent than as valer Superiniendent). It was a chalienge and the opporunity to do more.”

Reiter painis with pride to his work on rebuilding roads and sidewalks. He tatks about how hrs depariment has improved parks and other
recreaton facililies

“We made Lewiston a beler place,” Reiter said
MNewlin makes the same claim,

“I think I've made some progress in areas effecting all of Westemn New York,” Newlin said. “Taxes. ecanomic developmenl, energy costs.
these are impariam *

Newlin says town taxes are ihe lowest in Erie and Niagara counties and points to hiz rola in negotialing the state Power Authority relicensing
agreemeni that he says has paid significant benetits to residents.

*Since 2007, we've saved a total of 35 million off the electric hills on 5,000 hornes " Newlin said. “We'ra the only municipality that has passed
{NYPA electricity grants) nght an {a the residents.”

Reiler thinks more can be gone with the NYPA power and has even proposed the creation of a new municipal electric company to better
distribule the energy.

“¥¥e have very little development and no expansion of the tax base,” he said. "We've made it so difficult to build in Lewiston that the only
people who can aflord to build here are landhils. We have the ability to do more ”

Newlin doesn't disagree that more landfilks are not i Lewrston's long-term best mtéresl However, Newint doesn't beheve the town needs lois
of new housing and subdivisions

“I'm the firsl supervisor to oppose expansion lor Modern and C¥WM. | can't believe the best fulure for 1S area is an expansion of waste,”
MNewlin said. “And developers are trying to build homes and I'm going to oppose that because you don't want to pave every available space
You warit 1o save some of the character of this town. Lewiston has aboul the right amount of houses now ™

Reiter's response, “We need to spur housing development,”

While Newlin frumpets ihe NYPA relicensmny agreement, Reder calls it flawed.

*Our fira depariments have 1o protect (NYPA facilities) but they gel no benefits,” ha said. *{The agreamenl) was politically expedient. We are
the mosi impacted communlly by the Power Aulhority, but we got the same deal gs olher communities ~

Should he lose the election. Reiter will remain as the town Highway Superintendent and have na regrets.

“| think {ihe campaign} has been great. I'm having a ot of fun.” he said. °| like seeiny Lewiston residents taken care of

PORTER: Three vying for line in Town Board
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el I R _....abem Thomas A, Baia and Joseph Fleckenstein, both Republicans, and John A.
(Tony) Collard, member of the Independence Party. According to the Board of Elechions there are 167 voters registered with the
Independence Parly.

tn 20di on to Paia’s seat, another seal will be open i Movember because Mamcy Ors | a Repubhcan, did nol seek re-edection

A fourh candidate, Beverly Yan Deusen, a Dempcrat, will he on the ballot in the general election. That parly has no primary contest.
Each ¢andidate in Tuesday's race was asked guestions to help voters makes their ¢hoice;

QUESTION: List goats you hope to accomphsh as a lown council member and how they might benefit residenls

BAlA: 1 would hope thal we ¢an hold the line on taues. s now at 51 per 31,000 (of assessed valuativn) aihough it may be necassary for a
slight increase. | like the look of Porler and we need to take steps lo preserve iis rural image.

Also, it's imporlant that we always try to help the not-for-profits ke the Youngstown and Ransomville libraries and Old Fort Niagara.

One of the high points during my time on the board has been the town's purchase of Porler-on-the-Lake (formerly Oxy on the Lake}. It's a
greal wvestmen and i feel ¢ was made thrgugh sound fiscal management and in the best mterests of rasidents.

COLLARD: As a member of the Town Zoning Updale Commiliee, ) befieve it's important to move forward with the board's final review before
scheduling a public hearing. This is a vitai component of the already adopted Town Comprehensive Master Plan.

{ also would like to review the eflects of making the building inspactor and code enforcer two separete jobs. Now they are filled by one
person, Perhaps we need o inerease the hours this individual ts funded to fulfill the many duties necessary to meet the town's needs.

We shout study the term Imits issue. Under the current prachice, some incumbenis are re-elecled o lengthy periods and that restricts the
ool of prospective candidates with new and fresh perspeclives.

FLECKENSTEIN: i'm concarned that we do everylhing possible to keep taxes down | realize they've been low now for a while but we nead
to make sure they don't get out of hand. My main goal is keep taxes in line without hurting services

| also would ke to see the town kepd m a manrer that is conducve to whiad most residents expect. Ceaamty I'm notl agarnst growth but it s

important 1o grow in the right direction Instead of supermarkets, | d rather see small manufacturers, farm siands and businesses thal woukl
still keap the pristine look of the town.

Q: What is the No. 1 issue facing residents in Parter?

8a1A The No. 1 i3sue v Ine town 1s Chemical Wasie Managemen! and what happens in the future. I does seem thal we can’t do much
aboul the plans for expansion The first vole was faken nine years ago and | was elecled fo the board a year after that.

COLLARD: As for the No. 1 issue, | agree it's CWM and our focus must be to keep in constant contact with our state lawmakers to make
cerain our residents’ concems are always fully addressed.

FLECKENSTEIN: One of the mast important things that the town needs is semor housing. L would hélp, far instance, ta davelop an assisted
tiwing faciity that could serve both Ransomyilie and Youngsiown. That would be a sakd benefit for the communities.

QUESTION. Whal are your thoughts on merging town and village services?

BAIA' I'm all for the idea of sharing services between lhe town and the village. Actually we do a lot of that now with our highway department.
And we need to take 3 close ook al now merged services would creale more efficency.

COLLARD:. We know from experience {hat shared services have real cost saving benefits, The town highway depariments in several
communities often work together now. An actual merger of muricipalities is a decision which should be made after thorough research, a
public hearing, and finally a vote by residenls

FLECKENSTEIN: | believe thal my own experiences would prove helplul in serving on the town council ! can relate to the concerns of the
busmess people, the farmers and the tesidents n general

I starled my own business when | was 19 years old and it's still thriving. In addition, ) own a 200-acre livestock farm.
I've owned and operated J.F Machining {Ransomyille) for 31 years and today we have 20 full-lime employees,

It's exciting for me, as a candidate, because |'ve already received a lot of posttive feedback

¥ says good-bye to Rolland

Mary Ann Rolland wan!s peopie to remember her husbane o, ooy

Those who worked closely with Bill Ralland will probably find it hard to remember him otherwise,
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Roiland, a driving force behind numercus hsione restoration projects in Miagara County and one of the founders of 1he community advocacy
group, Residents for Responsible Govemment, iost his six-menth baltie with pancreatic cancer on Thursday. He was 69

“It's quite a blow,” said Amy Wilryol, a retired bank executive from Lewiston who knew Relland through his work with RRG. "One woman who
e-mailed me yesterday summed it up: She said a light went oul in the community today.”

The Rollands’ work in lhe western end of Niagara County startled in 1995 when the couple moved from Washington, D.C. to Youngstown so
Mary Ann could be closer 1o her parenis 8ill, a retired vice president of the National Elecincal Manutacturers Associatian, saon after founded
Roltand Development Corp. The company restored a total of eigh historic housas in Youngstown, Lewiston. YWiison and Niagara Fails,
‘ncluging the Echota House on Hyde Park Doulevard and the long-abangoned MNatonal Hotel propeny behind the new public safety building
on Main Street

Mary Ann said her husband took great salisfaction in knowing his eforls were improving the eommunity and that the pan he enjoyed most
was working with local contractors, She said he always took great care in making sure every construclion job was done just right, especially
the wiring.

“We were sorl of lke grandparents,” Mary Ann said. “We'd drive around and look at those Mouges and say 'look at what they are doing now
We have a lot of pride in them. Y¥e are happy that qood people bought the houses and they are doing good things with them. I'm proud of Bill
and the things he s done. I'm gaing to mrgs hwm ”

Int between housing projecls, Rolland develed his tme to anolher one of his passions: Keeping residents in the Butalo-Niagara region
informed abouwt the hazards of toxic waste, especially waste materials found at Chemical Wasile Management’s landfill in the Town of Porter.
Through RRG, Rolland fought against the proposed expansion of the CWM facility.

Mary Ann said her husband originally took interest in RRG becausa he was “outraged” by the handling of the company’s landfill operation by
the Porler Town Board. She said Bill took his lead on community advocacy from his father, who was himself a schoal hoard member and
firefighter.

i think he saw his iaten!s as being able (0 make a conlribution ~ Mary Ann s2:d. "He was such a goba mediator He ddnd gel hot under the
colar the way spme people do around here.”

Falipwing hurncane Katrina, Rolland spent a total of three weeks helping people in Mississippi rebuild their homes. A former member of
Hahitet for Humanity, Rolland also contribuled greatly to construchon projecis at Youngstown Presbylerian Church, He also was a member
of the Town of Porler Planning Board, the Lake Ontario Ordnance Works Restoration Adwvisory Board and served ag an advisor for
Counselors to America's Small Business, or SCORE.

For his effarls, m 2008 Rolland recewed the Joan E Gipp award {or Community Service for the Environemernt, Ihe Beautiful Senior award from
the Niagara Beaulifrcatan Commisson and a citetion from the New York stale [ egisfature prasanted 1o him by Assemblywoman Francine
DeiMonie, O-Lewiston,

“He was a genlle, thoughtful, reserved man who, with his wife Mary Anne, invested his retirernent years revitalizing hislerical homes in
Niagara Falls and ¢rusading against hazardous waste being landfilled in the Town of Porter,” DelMonte said. “He was a transplant to Niagara
County who worked to make it a betler place to live.”

Mary Ann, a self-praclaimed “cheerteader® for Niagara Falls, says she intends to keep warking on projects in the city which she said her
husband always believed had tfremendous potential

“He was such 3 giving perscn and 50 widing Lo help others,” Mary Ann said. *) think we need more people who are wilimg 2o go ot on a §mb
and hela nther nennie ©

te Fox remains wily even in retirement

v s s e e o, A0MINIStECING (IFSt aid and helping residents as armed paratroopars stormed the city to

R e e

quell the violence.,
With combal experence like that, Fox might seem ta be an ideal persan to serve on the Lewistan-Porler School Board

The T4-year-old Lewasion resident actually brings ancther sel of skils he feets make hom a good candate for one of Hhe three tnree-yeer
seats open in nexl month's election. The Korean War veteran has worked as a YMCA execulive, social studies leacher, financial adviser,
contracior and private detective, accounting for what he thinks are g good cembination of assets that can reduce the hostility that's existed in
the district for years.

“| think that we are failing to have as much intelligent, democratic process as we coutd have " he said. *It's much smarler to stick to the
issues in as objective a way as possible "

This process shoutd be a peaceful one, Fox said. A man who marched wilh Martin Luther King Jr and warked with kads for decades, he
thinks the divsve nature of the district burs administratars” ab Bly to ged things done.

*The board is nol funcuioning effectively,” Fox wrote in a campaign statement. A healthy communily needs strong lgadership from a
functional boaird.”

Weighing in on the debate about drug testing for leachers, Fox is in favor of mandatory testing for all employees — a5 long as it can be dong
legally through the stale legislative process. He also thinks efforlg can be made to reduce the blackout times for CWHM trucks driving near the
school campus and that increasing taxes have damaged ihe districl's abilily to atiracl homeowners,

“Am | ever going to promise thal Lhere wall never be an increase 1 texes? | can't do that.” he sard. “But we can control costs.”

Fox has not met with anyone from the {eachers union, but he would do s if the opportunily came up.

“They represent & substantial parl of our community,” he said abow the teachers.

Fox may be retired, bul he's shill busy. He's worked with local churches on their finances, is the state coordinator for the AARP Foundation
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Tax Aide Program and is wice chairman of the i ewiston Town Environmema? Commission

Then there's his collection of antique cols, the workshop he built in his garage and the extensive research on anyihing from the New York
Power Authority to 1he schoo! board he keeps in volumes in his basement office. He keeps so aclive that he has two cemputers in his office,
so that he can hop to the other one to do work when the other machine takes oo long 1o process semething.

“He's a renaissance man, a man of many, many talents,” said board member Robert Laub, who's known Fox for more than 30 yvears. "He has
had more experignce than anyone ™

while pointing out that he's ndd endorsing any cand.daie, Laub feeis Fox would b2 a good addition 10 the board.
“He's a good team player,” Laub said.
Slewing down is semething Fox hasn't considered, He hopes his work ethic and experience will help bring the distrigt around.

“I've been working in the community damn near my whole iife and | want to continue doing thes,” he said, going on 1o quote Henry Ford,
“Don't find fault. Find a solution.”

fireworks speckle Legislature meeting

r i e et i Ceygroia e s w TEASUTE 10 prevent the majority parly from hijacking a resolution frém the minority and
killing it on the floar passed without any opposilion.

But in arguments before and after the vote was taken, Republicans and Democrats spamed over who was the original offender when it came
to hijacked resolulions.

“t've been here a long time, my colleague Cennis {(Miruosa) has been here a tong time ™ sawd Legiskator Malcolm Needter, R-Norlh
Tonawanda. “In that ime, we've gene al each other a kot

Meedler then progeeded to explain how Virtwoso, D-Niagara Falls, was guilty of what Demoecrats were accusing Repubhcans of doing long
before Republicans started doing it.

Viruoso disagreed, saying that Republicans were the first offenders
The spectacle was difficuil to follow and by the end it resembled a game of cat and mouse.
"I wi. never, never apologee for standing ug (or e taxpayers of thns cornty,” Viluvoso said.

The issue was Apolito’s resolution abowt a month ago te abolish the depuly treasurer’s position. which was then vacant. The position pays
about $55,000 plus benefits. Republicans have singe filled it

Instead of allowing Apolite’s measure to bg debated in committee, Republicans killed it on the floor, and Viruoso tried foul.

Needler came back two weeks later wilh evidence that Virtuoso had pulled a similar stunt in 1984,

This week, Viluosa saut that jus before s own action in 1994, at the same meeling Needler had made a molion gn someane efse s mghon
However, the someone else was Needler's ally, Legisiator Gerald Mesl.

Tuesday night's healed veices prompted Legislator Peter Smolinskl, R-Norih Tenawanda, 10 say: “Give them boxing gloves.”

Legislater William Ross, C-Wheatfield, said. *Send them into the ¢aucus room and et them duke it out.”

Also Tuesday, caunty residents continued to express therr concem with the Legislature’s refusal to remove the members of the board of Ihe
Niagara County Indusinal Develapment Agency.

The board serves at the pleasure of the Legistalure.

The Legislalure may not be able to stop the lax breaks for AES Sornerset now, but lawmakers can make a statement and begin 1o right some
wrangs, Barker School District Inferim Busingss Manager Willilam Leardinr told the Legislature.

Legistalure Chairman Clyde Burmaster, R-Ransomville, has said that removing members of the DA board would be punishmenl and would
nol help the current situation.

Residents are upset the board approved a tax break deadl for the power plant.

“There is no trust from fhe public about you and your DA board,” said Newfane resident Edwina Luksch. "All you're deing is protecting yous
Ltie urf.”

The deal, approved in October, is expectad 1¢ save AES $94 million over the life of the agreement. That figure is based upon an assessment
the power plant's owners have mainteinad are out of line with similar facilities.

“In the public arerta, oversight is by this legistative body,” said Merrill Bender, a Somersel resident who does nol agree with the IDA’'s aclions
and has advocated for the removal of the board. *Please sland up and do 1he right thing

Legisirlor Renae Kimble, D-Niagara Falls, made a motion to replace IDA Board Member Thom Kraus with Bender, but il faled in a vote of 6
to 12, Voting for thg molion was Kimble, Apalite, Virtuose and Legislaters Sean Q'Connor, John Syracuse and Michael Hill.

Kraus has confirmed plans to leave the ared and his posilion as president of the Niagara USA Chamber.
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In piher business, L.ockpon resident Elizabeih Micoli was appomied 16 the Board of Heallh and Youngstown resident Nils Olson was
appointed te the Community Advisory Committee for CWM Chermea! Services. Olson's appoiniment was made by ihe chairman of the
Lenislature (Hson replaces Daniel Stanleton, interim direclor of ihe county heallh depanment.

mngers call for ‘new blood’ on Youngstown board

oard of trustees pesitions acknowledge thera arer't many differences between their palitical
platforms and those of the two incumbents,

Bul former mayor Nomman Swann and fest-ime canddate Jeremy Dz believe Tuesday's election in Y oungstown «$ the chance 1o biing 3
new voice Yo village leadership.

“We need new bloed and we need new visions,” Swann said.

Diez and Swenn are calling for a shifi in the board's focus from the waterfront and business district to include the rest of the village, and
promise to cut the village tax rate as properly assessments have risen recently,

Swann pointed to the condition of Lions Park, a neighborhood park he believes the current village board has neglected.

While Swann agrees with :mprovements and inveslment :n the areas of Marmn Streat and Water Sireei, other parls of ihe village are in need of
attention too. he said.

Diez, 29, said he wanis to bring a younger-family perspective o the village board,

Bath face incurnbants David Gifford and Fred Stephens as the four vie for two trustee positions, and believe more zan be done to lower the
vilfage tax rate

Incumbents Gilford and Stephens each voted to approve he village's 2006-2007 budget which cuts the tax rate by more than & percent

GiTord, who pointed to improvements lhe board has made to 1he waleriront, sawl plans for the south dock area are moving ahead as aboul
$280,000, much of which is grant money, has already been sel aside for the project

He also suppons working io merge the reading of water meters by the village and the Town of Porler, and progress is already being made on
ihat front as well s joint equipment purchasing, Gifford said.

Stephens spurred an investigation inte contamination at ihe former Youngstown Cold Storage sile. State environmenia! officials shouid have
a camplete repon on the extent of the problems by the end of the month, Stephens said.

Al four candidajes said fiey support bnngng back a cross border ferry in some fashion. They atsn support signing an agreement with GWM
Chemical Services which would allow water from the site 1o be lrealed al the Lewiston Water Poltution Control Center, which serves
Lewiston, Porler and Youngstowrt.

Such a move would help the village's sewer fund because of the $100,000-per-year projectad income from a deal.

Each candidate also stated he supporis the creation of housing for $@niors and other “empty-nesters” who no longer need a big home and
don’t want to mawitain a lawn.

Swann and Diez sawd they want (0 make swe such housitg, when but, is affordable

All four canddates alse said they will work 1oward sharing servicos with the Town of Porler 1o cut costs of government. and supporl keeping
all sections of the Robert Moses Parkway npen.

Regardless of Tuesday's outcoame, the former mayor said just giving the people a choice and creating dialogue around Youngstown is
enough for him.

“¥in or lose this has already been a viclory scored,” Swann said.
& of the Ciams

. 5 a lotla chowder!. Lost in the cacophony ot chest-thumping, back-slapping and glad-handing by
local pols accompanymg their decrarahon of victory over the 257 acres {(much of it wetland} destined to become the site of the 20th golf
course in a 30-mile radius of our manicured {awn, tin cup and flag-deprived Lewiston countryside, are a few disturbing observations,

To wit:

in condensed form, during a five-mnule penod on the aflernoon of Feb 5, aboul 257 acres of land passed rom the town of Eewiston and
members of {he Boos family through Cld Creek Deveopment and. ultimalely, to the Seneca Nation {or the princely sum of $2 1 mithon

This transaction raises a number of intriguing guestions, such as; vwhere's ihe town's mengy? The [atest press reports | read indicated that
Otd Creek Development would purchase Ihe acreage belonging to the town (adjacent to Boos properly) for $148,000, representing the
appraised vaiue of the parcel (352,000) plug $86,000. {The diflerence — still a bit short) to compensate the town for engineering and
ancillary expenses related to the golf courss

Yet, the cosl to Cld Creek for said lown land recorded in the Feb. 15 sale is shown to be 552,0001 | have also heard {more recently} that the
engineering expenses would, instead, be paid through a separate {$102,000?} contract to pe purchased fraom the town by Okl Creek, which
beqs the queshon, where 15 the contract? Maoreover, where 13 The check? To date, no cne can seem o find 8 copy 0f eithes And how can the
fown seli a contrad representing the 1axpayers’ expenditures without their approval?

An even stickier gueslion revolves around the initial {and revised) contract written by Mike Dowd (the principal behind Old Creek) between
Old Creek and the lown: where was (werg] Ihe town attomey(s), acting in their capecity as ombudsmen to the taxpayers when a private
developer was apparently given carle blanche 10 write his own ticket? Had the town been atling in the best imerests of its taxpayers, surely i
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would have insisted on some advaniage in exchange for essentially fronting Old Creek $100,000 to help fund its own — as it iuns out —
exceedingly profitable enterprise.

An astute atlomey iruly représenting the people could have easily insisted an an option ctause, to be aclivated immediately upon the town's
first expanditure aof funds for site studies, whereby, in the event of a third-pady affer, the town would be granted the rigtit to purchase the 180-
acre parcel {as ongmally descnbed, which woubd have bafiooned o 257 acres} at the originally designated price of $300,000, theraby
creating a profit for Boes and Dowd and 2 39 8 million windfall for all the taxpayers m Lewiston instead of making millionares out of only two!
Using the: assessor's office estimate of 5,600 Lewiston tax-paying properly owners and doing a little simple division, every taxpayer in the
town (and village?) of Lewision could have end — in my opinion — should have walked away with a roughly 3273 reduttion in their town
property tax bill for 2008,

Hera's anather unpleasant surprise for the Senecas’ new neaighbors, Despite Supenvisor Fred Mewlin's repeated reassyrances that this
proposed gotf course woulkd hawrse no structures of any kind, Stiyder has ateady alfuded 0 a “clubhouse,” and, ndeed a ciose readng ol a
covenant {umnmg wilh the 1and) m the new deed reveals (liber 3349, pg 315, arli) “parcel 1 {10.87 acres) may be used by the grantor {Clg
Creek} s successors and assigns (the Senecas} for any use permitted by the town of Lewiston's current zoning laws, including BUT NOT
LIMITED TO a golf course * Current zoning laws permit construchion of R-1 {single residence} and multiple dwellings {town hauses. patio
homes and duplexes — or should | say “dupad™iexes!)

My remaining concemns regard the new owners Although | believe Mr. Snyder is a pretty sharp business man, | fear he may have mel hrs
Walerico here in river oity |5 he aware, for instance, that this sate wilt cerfainly tngger the necesstty of another SEQR study {reqardiess of
whal he may have teen toid)? is he furher aware that he will be obliged to obey updated zoning laws conforming with the new Lewiston
master plan, which {laws} prohibit mining on the property? Does he know that a upcoming vole on the re-designalion of 8 9.5-acre area of
the Seneca purchase (popuiaied by Shellbark Hickory) 1o LE-5 (unusual local impacl) may impede or alier the tribe’s pltans materially?

And finally, does Bamy really think ihat the rest of Niagara County is fikely to welcome the thought of 1DA money being used to provide tax
relief to the Senecas for a project intended to benefit Lewiston?

Personally, I'm incredulous that this "Spruce Goose” ever made it olf the ground. { belreve it epdomizes incesluous small town politics at ther
worst. And | still don't believe tor a minute thal i was ever about goli. It's the “gold n the ground” flo CWM), ie., the clay, and other projects
as yet unnamed.

Clams casing, anyone?

Larcy LeBtond is a resident of Lewiston.
s retums to Love Canal

Thiry-five years s a long time  Generations of PEOPIE CON .« wiiw yo or cene s ool O LOIS Gibbs, her fight rages on,

No. 1 for Niagara County

Helping keep AES Somerset viable is a top priority of Niagara wounty m 2v 11, wyrslature Chairman William Ross declared Tuesday in his
State of the County address

5 to Western New York to give progress report

Alan Stemberg says he understands Western New York's pour

A nalive of a once prospercus suburb of Pittsburgh, he's seen first-hand the economic and environmental issues brought 1o light by decades
of rust bell decline.

Now, a% a regional adminigtrator for the Enviranmenial Proteclion Agency overseeing New York | New Jersey, Puedo Rico and other areas,
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he's in a position to do something ghout it

Steinberg was in the area Jast Wednesday 1o give a presentation of the coordinated intemational efforl, 20 years in the making, to clean up
the Niagara River and Lake Oniario trom a long history of poltution.

The Niagara Rwer Declaration of mient was signed by the EPA, siate Depariment of Edvironmentai Consecvation. Envionment Canada and
the Onlanco Minisiry of Education in 1987 in response fo concern aboul toxic pollutants in the niver. The EPA is now reporing substantial
progress in that effort.

Before his presentalion at the Holiday Inn on {Grand Island, Steinberg stopped in {o the Niagara Gazetle offices to discuss the past and future
of environmental problems along the Niagara River.

Folkmwing is an edited version of that conversation:
QUESTION: Why did the Niagara River need to be cleaned?

ANSWER: These are issues that are international in scope, both in the United Stales and Canada. To deal wilh them involved a fot of
conceniration of all the diferent pollution sources. You had Superfund sites which were obvious groundwater flows in the area. You also had
run-oif which was affecling the condition of the niver and the lake Sa you had to deal with these issues in a holistic way, bath from the
standpaint of air angd water and land issues and also interagency coeperation So the 1987 declaration was a watershed evenl in tenms of
enwironmental protection

(31

Q: Could you describe the ¢leanup efforls?

A: You had six Superfund sites in ihe Nragara River area_ including the worslkd-famous Love Canal. ane of the enviconmental ragadies of our
area Three of those stes have now been de-histed, 50 there are three remarung That is integral fo the entire fiver cleanup.

Secondly, we have to focus on other sourcos in the area from the Canadian side also, and it also involved monitoring, which is the ultimate
yardstick of your accomplishments. This continues to ihis day, and we are always evaluating ourselves, But | think to pul it as tersely as
possible, there are three key aspecls: Superfund, continued monitoring and the constant efior to protect point sources

amy

Q: Discuss the results of the eHonts so far.

A: Really what you're seeing 1S an improved state of the water quality and improved state of the biata, but you always have to be vigilant.
Things are moving in a positive direction, not a negative,

Q: How do envirenmental proflems affecl an area as a whole?

A: Inthe 19505 you witnessed the exodus of {he whole smokestagk industry from 1he rust belt to other areas, paricularly the soulh and the
sunbeli gtates, and eventually over to olher areas of the globe,

What you have lefl behind 13 2 very impacied econamy and an enviranment that had been substantially damaged. ! had thal feeling when [
first visted Bulfalo as a regional administrator [ mel with (Bulfato Mayor Byton Brown} and hie ang | taiked about Ws | latked abowt how
Pittsburgh was domp and |he challenges Iel bemind with old heavy smokeslack industry, both in terms of ihe heavy environmental impact
and in {erms of economic impact. He said 1hat's the same challenges you're dealing wilh here.

President Bush has definad the mission of the EPA as accelerating the pace of environmental protection while maintaining our economic
competitiveness, In this area of he state, and in this regicn, both of thase componenis have to be unto themselves. Ve cannot have an
improved ecanomy in this area of the state withaul an improved enviranment. It's necessary for people moving into this area, people who will
be working in jobs i the 21st ceniury in his area. They have (0 have a clean environment. They're entifted 0 that. Or tourism, you have o
hawve an enhanced environmeni 1l you want 16 go fishing on Lake Onlano. i you wam to see the beauly of Niagara Falls, you have 1o have
an enhanced environmen!. Al ihe same ume you have to go forward with an improved economy. And 1hus is a challenge thal is very present
in this aresa.

| do have empalhy. ! grew up with a lot of the 1ssues that face this area in New York state and | think that this merits my atlention on a
conlinuing basis

Q: Da you think the Miagara River cleanup is & significant cog i that process?

A It is an absolutely essential cog. Absolutely essential. | think that the Great Lakes are one of the glonas of America and Canada and also
one of tragedies. Far many decades big indusiry grew and created wonderful jobs That's a positive But we never really cared about the
enviranmenlal damage that was being done. Hul | saw hope for the fulure when | flew up last righl. We flew over the Belhlehem Steel site.
and | saw a wind farm on Inat sde. And | said yeo know wha!? The sleel plant represenis the o, the wind famm represents the promise of the
new.

e

(: Niagara County is host to the state’s only hazardous waste facility, CWM Chemical Services, which would like to expand its current
operations, What are your general impressions of the site?

A Silmg 15s5ues are senous, and | undersiand the concern of some of the people who live in {the area) 1 saw that site from the air when we
flew in. Talking about hazardous waste, siting 1s vital. Now York siate will have to ceme to grips with Ihe ultimate fate of this fandfill. And in
ihe future, I'm not saying this to be critical of any administration in New York slate, s been a continuing problem in all of New York state,
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that siting has to be the key focus. Hazardous waste landfills are what hey are, and they present dangers and challenges to peaple thal live
nearby and the key will be the fulure siting plans on the par of the state.

Contact reporler Dan Minerat 282-2311, ex{, 2263

imunity members vie in Lewiston’s 12th District

Twelfth District
upervisor candidates campaign for November election

vt mmr i e ans o vwny e i e - ww 11 1TWE D@HOT Mav. 8 infhe Town of Lewiston supervisor election.

The incumbent, Democrat Fred Newlin, is shooting for his third wo-year term in the seat and a chance to spend some of the maney he
helped pry from the New York Power Authorily's grasp.

But Ron Winkley presents a formidable foe. The 48-year old retired from his Lewston Police chief position in June after 26 years on the job
and says many of the people he's met on the campaign trail are famifiar faces.

"There's not tob many people n Lewiston who § don | alfready xnow, to 1&4 you the Iruth,” said Winkley, who 1eaches criminal jusnce at
HNiagara University. “Mosl people I've helped solve problems. and lhey remember that very well.”

But despie Winkley's name recognition, the glgction appears to be a referendum on Newlin's time in nfice. Republican Commillee Chajrman
Ed Devanlier railed againsi some of the things Newlin's supporters say are examples of why he shouid be re-elecied.

On Mewlin's lang hours for low pay?

“He got Mo a part-time job and created a Tul-ime job,” Devanher said. “Over the almost four years he's been in office, he raised his pay two
times.”

On the relicensing settlemant with the New York Power Authority?

“I think we got a very bad deal,” Devantier sad. “We are the community that has ihe power authgrity, bul what we see is 25 percenl off g bill?
That doesn't cut i for me.”

On those issues, however, Mewlin's eflectiveness appears to be in the eye of the beholder. Town Democratic Commiltee Chairperson Diane
Roberts said that Nowim's responsibilities far outweigh his compensation, companng his position ta the chief executive officer of a multi-
million gallar business,

“Frankly, ! have never seen anybody work so hard for olher people for so litlke in return for himself,” she said. “This is a supervisor wha is
putting 0 50- 10 BO-Naur work weeks for ol even 528,000 per year ”

Candidales on the campaign trail

Boih candidates say they've lirelessly canvassed ihe town, meeling as many voters as possible in the past several weeks Newlin has hald
two fundraisers and has $5.545 in his campaign coffers. Winkley, wha's also been a part of bwo fundrgisers, reported 51,819 fo the state
Board of Eleclions. Both are imiting their advertisements to direct-mait and print publications.

Newin olien panners wil Iong-Lime counciman Michaei Johnson when he goes doof-1o-door. Wankley, meanwhie, has been doing the
same wih Ernest Palmer, a Republican counsiman and Niagara Falls Police captan,

“Emie and | went to police academy together, $¢ his opinion nieans a lot to me," Winkley said of Palmer's support.

Republicans hold a slight advantage in registered volers over Democrats in the town, and Winkley's been endarsed by the tewn and counly
independence and Conservative parlies, as well There are 4 241 regisiered Republicans, 4 054 registered Democrats and maore than 306
registeren Independence and Conservative voters m the iown.

The NYPA selllement

Despite Dievanlier's protests, Newlin is sure to hold the power authority relicensing settlernent as a positive during his tenure.

Newlin t¢ok affice white he pracess was under way, but became a key player in the Miagara Power Coahtion. The town is set t0 receive
kzrge sums of money in each f the next 50 years lor capitat wmprovements {$850.000) and projects aleng the Niagara River Gre enway
{$510,000), as well as roughly 6 5 megawetls of cheap hydropower The cheap elecincity will result in a roughly 25 percent electricity
discoun! for each town housenald every montts,

"We're the only governmant in Westem New York that is taking hydrapower and giving it back o residents directly,” Newlin said.

Roberts alfered her support of the sefflement and Newlin.

“Fred has done a kot in four ygars 16 save pecple in Lewiston a ot of money,” she said. “We have no lown tax, and we are personally gelting
maney off cur eleciric bills and have more elaciricity coming in than anybody else bacause he fought for that.”

Lewiston's healihy financial eondilion — which includes no town tax — allows it to allracl substantial private investment, Newlin said, He
used tha Hickory Stick Golf Course, designed by renowned golf course architect Roben Trent Jones Jr and expecled to open in 2009, as an
example

Winkley to Tocus on business, access biity

Winkley said the town's dependency on ris agreements wilh the power authority, Modem Landfill and CWM Chemical Services are troubling,
and that bringing in soft, service-based indusirtes near the vilage could lessen the mporance of those deals.
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“Not encugh has been dong fo try and bring in some sofl industry,” he said. “We have the restaurant district and the tounst area. That would
be ideai for a soft business to come here and help promote ther business.”

Though he's running against his former boss, he said his anly issue with Newlin was the dificulty in reachirgg him.

“it's nol done as a personaliy conflict agains! him.” he sawd. “The reason 1'm running 15n't that 1 hatet him as a boss. The only problem | had
with him was his availability ©

Newlin said Winkley's decigion to run surprised him, noting that he considers Winkley a good friend who only 1ast year invited himto a
vacation. which later had to be canceled, in the Adirondacks, He also said he's trying to organize two or three debates in the near fulure with
Winkley.

“1think, m Lewiston, lhe two igges? issues are the quality of e and the Jeve! of taxation heaped upon residents,” Newhn said. “T've done my
best lo improye a communily so that it's safe, clean and attractive o residents.”

Contact reporter Dan Miner at 282-2311, ext. 2253,

et tr o e mmat e frmr e e < e emare = —~ <GBUDN TECEIVED Mved grades for ther voung records on envronmential issues for the
2006 session in a report released Tuesday.

In its “Voters' Guide 2006." the Albany-based Envircnmenial Advocates of New York, formerly known &% the Environmental Planning Lobby.
ranked lawmakers based gn the how well they matched up with the group’s stance on environmental [ssues.

State Sens. George Maziarz and Mary Lou Rath were the lowest rated representatives from Western New York, while Assemblgman Sam
Hoyt and Assembiywoman Francine Deibonie received the hghast scotes among the delegation.

Scores in the report are based on bill sponsorship as well as tiered ratings of a lawmaker's voting record.

“{The) 'Voters' Guide' gives every New Yorker the chance to see for themselves how their lawmakers voted when it comes {o laws thal will
impact the environment, for goad or ill,” Rober Moaore, executive direclor of Environmental Advocates, said in a prepared statement,

The evaluation does 1ot include a measuse passed by boh houses of the fegisialure bul vetoed by Gov George Pataki thal would have
required stricler standards for companies who want to construct hazamous waste faciities within the Great Lakes basin,

The bill, which could have affected the proposed expansion at CWM Chemical Services, was sponsored by Maziarz and DelMonte.

The decision to exclude tha hazardous waste bill shouid be emphasized, according 1o Susan Senecah, Maziarz's environmental policy
director.

“There 15 one hazardous waste faciiity in 1he enlire siale.” Senecah said. "Thal's a slale issue.”

Senecah also pointed to the changes made in gach year's evaluation which affect which proposed legisiation is weighted most heavily in the
report.

The evaluation also fails 19 consider issues that evolve during a legislative session, and instead keeps a strict focus on certain bills chosen
trom the beginning, Senecah sand.

Stale Sen Mary Lou Rath, R-Willamswille, voted aganst three of what the group felt were the most important environmental bills being
considered this year, according to the report

Voles agamst new wetiands provisions, a botlle recycling hill and the Community Preservation Act helped contribute to the low score.

In a statement raleased fram her Williamsyitle afuce, Rath said she and her stall regulariy mee! with environmental groups m arder 10 better
undersiand their positions and the proposed legisiation they wan!

"As a lifalong New Yorker, | 1ake pride in the natural beauty of owr stale, especially here in Western New York. To best represent my
conslituanis, | vote on the merits of each bilt as it comes 1o the floor of the Senate,” Rath said in the statement,

Republican Assemblyman Jim Hayes, whose Jisirict includes the Town of Pendlelon and parl of Morth Tenawarida. was the highest ranked
GOP member of the Western New York delegatian

While he’s proud of that dislinclion, Hayes said he emphasized the need to consider legisiation's effecls on business and taxes that become
more impentant because of "economic realities” al this end of the stale.

“You hagve 1o take these bills one at a time,” Hayes said.

Assemblyman Mike Cole, whose district includes Lockport and Royallon, defended his position againist the bodthe recyching bill, saying he was
fislening 1o focal busingss and municipal leaders who oid ham they'd 1058 money # the propesed legisialion passed.

“| think the cument system works,” Cole said

The reporl did point to thres new laws passed ihis year that benefit the environment, including moves o strengthen diesel emissions
standards in state vehicles, requirements that dam safety inspeclions reporls be gecessible by municipalities and the creatian of a council of
siate agencies to manage coastal resources.

To view the enfire reporl, visit www . epivolersguide.org.
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What they scored

A report card on lawmakers' environmenial vating records showed a variety of scores for the Westemn New York delegalion,
Assembly

138th Distnd (Niagara Falls, Town of Niagara, Wheallield, Lewston, Porler, Wilsaen, Cambria, Newlane and Harlland)

Francine DelMonie. D-Lewiston - 94

139th District {(Somerset, all of Ordeans County, and parls of Monroe and Genesee counties)

Stephen Hawley, R-Batavia - 51

1401h District (City and Town of Tonawanda, Village of Kenmore and most of Norlh Tonawanda)

Robin Schimminger, D-Kenmere - 85

142nd Disticl {Lockport Royafanr and pans of Eqe County}

Mike Cole, R-Alden - 72

144th Districl {Grand {sland, par of Bulfalo)

Sam Hoyl. D-Buffala - 99

148th District {Pendleton, Amherst, parl of Norlh Tonawanda)

James Hayes, R-Amherst - 78

Senate
B0th Drstrict {BuMafo, Niagara Falls)

Marc Coppola, D-Buffalo - 77

B1st District {part of City of Tonawanda. Amherst, Town of Tonawanda, Village of Kenmore and all of Genesee County)

Mary Lou Rath, R Wittiamsyille - 55

62nd District (Mos! of Niagara County, all of Orleans, parl of Monme)

George Maziarz, R-Newfane - 51

By the numbers

Here are some key figures from the Envirenmental Advocates of New York report,
n 67: Average senator score

n 92: Average agsemblymember score

n 150: Total number of assemnblymembers

n 657 Humber of assemblymembers recewing a perent score

n 62: Total number of state senators

n 0: Number of senators who received a periecl score
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n 225 Millions of dollars approved by the legisialure for the state-wide Enwiranmental Protection Fund

Joters offered choice in 12th District

. L rs will be offered a choiea this year between an incumbent who believes he's done guite
a bit to improve tha guality of life in Lewiston and a political newcamer who thinks he has what it takes to accomgplish much maore.

John Cerelio. the endorsed Repubhcan candmdaie whe has represenied the disirict for the past four years. says his expenence and record of
aceomplishments make him 1he beler choice torihe job.

His epponent, endorsed Democrat Dan Antanucei, who has worked as the haad golf professional at the Nisgara Frontier Country Club in
‘roungstown far nearly 20 years, views the county as a place wilh a lot of polential thal, unfartunately, remains unfulfilted.

*} ajways inought that Niagara Coumy 1S such o gread place 1o fve, but il could be 50 much belter,” said the 47-year-old Anlonucct. “That's
where | really hope [ could help make it a better place.”

Cerelto shares that vision and beheves his years of service to the community have helped to bning about many improvements in Lewiston
and the surounding area. Ceretta paints to his ability to secure casing cash funds for various local projedts, his work on envirenmental
issues and his recent stand against the community's reatmernt at the bards of the New York Power Authotity as examptes of his words being
backed up by aclion.

“I've got a track mcoerd,” said Ceretto, 57, ) have a record of guccess. If you look at Lewiston and like what you see here, | was part of it |
succeeded as a ¢ouncilman and | plan on continuing o succeed as a legislator

Ceretto is parlcularty proud of s work on issues related 1o the power authonty A strong supporier of the counly's lawsul whuch aims 1o
reverse a 5500 milivon sweep of authority funds into the stale’'s collers, Cerelle also said he confinues to push to give the county something i
currently doesn't have — a Niagara representalive an the aulhority's board of trustees.

"We don'l have any representation on the New York Power Authority and ye! we have the [argest efectrical power piant in New York state
and the largest electrical power producer here in Niagara Counly,” Ceretto said referring to the Roberl Moses Power Project m Lewiston
“The pot 15 1o Iry 16 get ower elecincal rales here ™

Antonucci considers the county's power authonty fawsuit anaother waste of taxpayer money, suggesting dellars spent by the county on
lawyers could be betier spent an @conomic development projects that expand the local tax base and help address the mafn issue — taxes.

“The state is in such financisl rouble righd now . | dan't faresee that money ever coming back and for a county ta spend money on a lawsuit ”
Aronucc 5aid, *1jus! thmk it's frivelous ard i's another wasle of our money ~

antonucci referenced Niagara County's dubious distinclion a2 being cited by the Tax Foundation as the highest taxed county in the nation
based on percentage of home values, He said thase fax facts dan't lie.

“That means ! could five in Beverty Hitts, Cabl., [ could live in South Beach Fla | | coulkd kive in the Hamplons it Long tstend and Im going 1o
pay less porcentage in property lax ihan Niagara County,” he said. “That is just not the way it should be.”

As ihe operator of the couniry cluly's pro shop, Antonucci said he would be able 1o bring more of a business background to county
government, He believes closer inspeclion of every line of the county budgel would lead to savings that could benefit local residents and
business owners.

“With ihe economy 1he way that il i5, you have to pinch every penny and stretch every dollar,” he said.

Caretlo contends the county has done a solid job of reducing expenses in revent years, saying the county's 1ax rale has actually dropped by
about 13 percent during his four years in office. Cerello alsa maintains the county has far fewer employees than it did when he came an
beard, resulling in a more efficient government and less cost for taxpayers.

“I's not an easy feat in itself,” Ceteito said of lowernng taxes. “There are diferent avenues. First, you have ta look at things you can
consolidate. The second thing is creating jobs, Businesses incrasa revenues to governments, You can't just cut, you have 1o have the
revenues. It goes hand in hand.”

Protecling the eovironment and continuing to market asseis in Lewiston ard Sanbomn are wo areas where Ceretio said he wants tc
concentrale in an eHon 1o improve the focal business climate Cerelo supports the county's lawsut against the stale Depariment of
Environmental Conservation over a proposed thinner cap that would allow for more hazardous waste capacily at the CwM landfill in the
Town of Porler, Ceretto, who serves as head of the Legisiature’s Refuse Cornmittee, helped coordinate several prescription drug and used
elactronic equipmant pickups designed to prevent hazardous materials frorm entering the waterways and promoting recycling of technalogical
components. Ceretto alse boasts roughly $24 000 in county casine revenues he helped to secure for use in marketing various lacal festivals
ang supporting cdmmurity based organizations.,

“I fhink the casino dollars here in my district is money wel! spent and it serviced {he community to provide ecoromic development in Sanborn
and the Village of Lewiston,” he said.

Antonueci said the county *grossly misspent™ its share of the casino funds on a "decidedly unosganized ptan” that involved distrituding checks
to vanous rgamzelions withm legisiators’ districts. A celler route, he argued, would nave been 1o develop a plan for suppening specric
economic develppment projects with the funds

“Those are gocd gualily of life things that we need in Niagara County,” Antonucei said, referring to the festivals and organizations suppoerted
with county casino funding. “Bul. money has o he appropriated far that from different avenues, not from the casino revenues.”

The 1wo cangidates also differ on therr stance conceming the propaged downsizing of the county Legislalure from 19 to 15 members,

Ceretto believes county government can still be run efiectively wilh fewer repre sentatives and noted that members of the Republican-led
majority are looking to form a committee that would involve residents 1o determine other spesifics related 1o the downsizing move, such as
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length of term.
“il s what the pubkc wants ™ he said. “They will be the fina! decision-makars.”
Antonucei said if electet] he would do his best to make it so he can't hold the job for toa long. Although he said e believes residents need
more specdic information about how the downswaing proposal will impact the various communities, Antonucei said he's certain that the

Legislature ghould have term Emits that would prevent lawmakers from becoming carger paliticians

"l just think when politicians get inlo office and they stay in power for a long time up to decades thgy can easily become entrenched and they
starl making decisions that aren't for the best of the citizens, but more on how can [ keep my job," he said.
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