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AWARD DESCRIPTIONS

SAMUEL S. TAYLOR AWARD
This award is in memory of the first New York State Game Protector killed in the 
line of duty on April 5, 1914 in Rome, New York. It is presented to those who, by 
conspicuous acts of valor, courage, integrity, resourcefulness, and bravery in the 
protection of our natural resources and public safety, have clearly set themselves 
apart in the performance of their duties.

DIRECTOR’S COMMENDATION
This award is presented to an Environmental Conservation Officer or Investigator 
who consistently carries out their duties with persistence, integrity, good judgment, 
devotion to duty, and loyalty to the Division. Recipients have inspired others to strive 
for excellence in their work. An excellent performance evaluation is a minimum 
requirement. Good relations with the public, other agencies, fellow officers, 
investigators and supervisors, as well as complete and thorough knowledge of the 
laws and regulations of the Department, are also required.

FRED P. DREW AWARD
This award is in memory of the first Chief of Law Enforcement. It is presented 
to those who display special and outstanding levels of achievement in the 
performance of their duties. Award categories include completion of noteworthy 
projects, outstanding enforcement efforts which reflect positively on the Division, 
and innovative ideas that have increased the productivity and efficiency of  
the Division.

DIVISION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT LIFESAVING AWARD
This award is presented to those whose extraordinary actions saved, or attempted 
to save, the life of another person.

MAJOR’S AND CAPTAIN’S COMMENDATIONS
These awards are presented at regional staff meetings throughout the year for 
meritorious performance of assigned duties. This shall include, but not be limited 
to, Central Office and regional assignments, investigations or community relations 
which reflect positively on the Division. 

DIVISION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
This award is presented to those outside the Division who have, by their actions, 
enhanced the ability of the Division to perform its mission.

******** 



PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

SAMUEL S. TAYLOR AWARD
Apprehension of Armed Subject 
ECO Brian Canzeri
ECO Jason Curinga
ECO Scott Daly

On November 17, 2013, ECOs Brian Canzeri, Jason Curinga and Scott Daly were 
on routine patrol on the second day of deer season when they monitored a report 
over Rensselaer County 911 that a subject, involved in a domestic dispute, had 
fired a rifle into his house over the head of his wife and fled the scene in his truck, 
taking the firearm with him. As units responded to the scene, the vehicle was 
spotted and a chase ensued.  Armed and dangerous, the subject abandoned his 
vehicle and fled into the Berlin State Forest under the cover of darkness.

Alongside Rensselaer County Deputies and New York State Troopers, the ECOs 
began searching for the subject in the woods. Utilizing night vison equipment, 
ECO Canzeri observed the subject approaching the officers in a threatening 
manner. After repeated commands by the officers were ignored, the threat was 
neutralized by fellow officers. A search of the immediate vicinity revealed multiple 
large-caliber and fully loaded semi-automatic rifles.

ECOs Canzeri, Curinga and Daly, through their rapid response to assist their fellow 
officers and protect public safety, displayed courage and resourcefulness. They 
are awarded the Samuel S. Taylor Award in recognition of their actions. 

DIRECTOR’S COMMENDATION
Development of the Crime Scene Investigation Sampling Team 
Lt. Karen Przyklek

Lt. Karen Przyklek has been involved in DLE’s hazardous substance responses 
for many years, including serving as a member of the sampling team composed 
mostly of DEC civilian employees. In 2013, it was clear to then Inv. Przyklek that to 
properly support DLE’s environmental sampling needs, DLE needed to establish a 
sampling team which consisted of sworn police officers.

Using her years of expertise and leadership, Lt. Przyklek was instrumental in 
establishing the Division of Law Enforcement Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) 
Sampling Team. She facilitated in-depth training for team members as forensic 
environmental samplers. 



Lt. Przyklek implemented procedures for deployment of the team, established 
protocol for writing and executing sampling plans, implemented a site safety 
program to oversee officer safety at all environmental search warrants, and 
obtained ongoing training courses to increase the team’s proficiency. 

Since the establishment of the CSI Sampling Team, members of the team have 
responded often to crime scenes across the state. The CSI Sampling Team is now 
seen as a Department-wide resource, as recently demonstrated by the team’s 
deployment for the Legionnaires outbreak in New York City.

In light of her commitment to excellence and tireless effort in creating the CSI 
Sampling Team, Lt. Przyklek is awarded the Director’s Commendation.

DIRECTOR’S COMMENDATION
Formation of the Statewide Naloxone Program
ECO Roger Thompson

As an EMT and licensed practical nurse who also served as a combat medic in the 
Army, in 2015, ECO Roger Thompson was the force behind the Division’s Intranasal 
Naloxone Program. He contacted the Erie County Health Department to discuss 
providing Naloxone kits to the ECOs of Region 9. While working with Department 
of Health staff, he realized the feasibility of providing Naloxone for all members 
statewide, at no charge to the Department. Through his efforts, the Department of 
Health agreed to provide the kits needed, including replacement kits. 

ECO Thompson worked to develop protocol for Naloxone’s use, coordinated with 
Division training staff to train additional instructors, and implemented the two-
phase roll out to the Division as part of the First Aid and CPR training.  As a result 
of his work, all Division members will be trained and equipped to temporarily treat 
narcotics overdoses.

ECO Thompson is awarded the Director’s Commendation for recognizing a 
developing issue, taking the initiative to obtain funding, and facilitating training for 
Division members. 

DIRECTOR’S COMMENDATION
Advancement of the DLE K9 Program
T/Sgt. Keith Isles

T/Sgt. Keith Isles has been a member of the K9 Unit for more than 30 years, 
leading it the past 11 years. Under his leadership, T/Sgt. Isles has developed 
a K9 training program that mirrors the Department of Criminal Justice’s Police 
Work Dog standard in the areas of criminal apprehension, obedience and 
tracking, as well as requiring 24 hours of K9 training each month. He also 
developed DLE’s standard of wildlife detection, based on United States Police 
K9 Association standards. 



T/Sgt. Isles has improved the quality of DLE’s K9s, procuring them from an 
internationally renowned European breeder. Their proficiency was evident 
during the recent Dannemora Prison Manhunt where T/Sgt. Isles successfully 
integrated DLE K9 Handler teams into tactical search elements.  

Throughout his tenure leading the K9 Unit, T/Sgt. Isles has trained 15 new K9s, 
including 2 assigned to him. In addition to its unparalleled wildlife detection 
capabilities, DLE’s K9 Unit has arguably the best shell casing detection abilities 
in New York State, and its assistance is routinely requested by other law 
enforcement agencies. The professionalism of the DLE K9 program and its well-
deserved reputation for excellence, both within DEC and throughout the greater 
law enforcement community, are a direct result of the unwavering commitment, 
tireless effort and competence of T/Sgt. Isles. He is awarded the Director’s 
Commendation in recognition of his dedication to the program.

INTRODUCTION OF K9 UNIT
T/Sgt. Keith Isles, Officer in Charge

K9 “Shamey”

NEW HANDLERS AND K9S
ECO Ricky Wood K9 “Deming”
ECO Matt LaCroix K9 “Diesel”
ECO Shawn Dussault K9 “Ski”

EXISTING HANDLERS AND K9S
ECO Corey Schoonover K9 “Jake”
ECO Brett Armstrong K9 “Phoenix”
ECO Jim Hunt K9 “Bear”

RETIRED FROM THE K9 PROGRAM
ECO Mike Arp K9 “Warden”



FRED P. DREW AWARD
Improvements to the Candidate Background Investigation Process
Lt. James Boylan
Inv. Chad Donk

While performing candidate background investigations during the 19th Basic School 
for Uniformed Officers, it became apparent to Lt. James Boylan and Inv. Chad Donk 
that DLE’s procedures had become outdated, and they volunteered to review and 
improve them. The pair started by examining other police agencies’ processes 
including fish and wildlife agencies nationwide, the New York State Police, and 
the New York State Park Police. After an exhaustive two-year review process, 
the following changes were implemented:

•	Creation of an updated 28-page background investigative packet and protocol
•	Creation of initial candidate intake processing for all prospective candidates 

under the new protocol 
•	Development of a pre-employment questionnaire to determine candidate 

suitability and improve understanding of the position of an ECO or Ranger
•	Establishment of a list of the terminal violations that would remove potential 

candidates from consideration 
•	Establishment of a review board for possible integrity-related disqualifications.

Lt. Boylan and Inv. Donk implemented this noteworthy project in time for the 20th 
Basic School for Uniformed Officers. The improved procedures have greatly 
increased the productivity and efficiency of the candidate background investigation 
process, and for these efforts they are awarded the Fred P. Drew Award.

FRED P. DREW AWARD
Coordination of the Radiological Homeland Security Exercise
Lt. Joshua Ver Hague

Lt. Joshua Ver Hague, through his outstanding work ethic and high level of 
competence, has enhanced the Division’s efforts in homeland security on the Great 
Lakes, thereby helping to ensure public safety.  On June 12, 2013, Lt. Ver Hague 
coordinated the Division’s participation in a major, multi-agency, full-scale homeland 
security exercise involving the deployment of DLE radiological screening teams on 
board multiple Division vessels in western New York State. This exercise, which took 
over one year to plan, directly involved Regions 6, 7, 8 and 9 and employed officers 
from throughout the state. Despite the large number of agencies participating in the 
exercise, the Division was widely recognized as the most proficient entity, due in 
large part to the outstanding organizational and leadership skills of Lt. Ver Hague.

For his outstanding efforts in the coordination of this high profile exercise,  
Lt. Ver Hague is awarded the Fred P. Drew Award.



FRED P. DREW AWARD
Apprehension of Fleeing Probationer
ECO Vern Bauer

On March 27, 2015, ECO Vern Bauer was requested to assist Delaware County 
probation officers with an arrest of a subject on a probation violation in the Village 
of Stamford. While attempting to serve the arrest warrant, the individual jumped 
from a second story window and fled into the woods. Due to a potential threat 
from the subject, local schools were put in lockdown mode. Working with multiple 
law enforcement agencies for several hours, in challenging woodland conditions 
and bitter cold, ECO Bauer disregarded his own safety to ensure that the subject 
was captured.  

ECO Bauer’s outstanding level of performance in assisting in the apprehension of 
this subject is recognized through the Fred P. Drew Award.

FRED P. DREW AWARD
Illegal Commercialization Enforcement Efforts
ECO Paul Pasciak

In July 2014, ECO Paul Pasciak seized 927 undersized American lobsters in 
Brooklyn from a seafood dealer. While the case was initially set to be settled 
administratively, the company used delaying tactics and eventually opted to take 
the case to criminal court. In Brooklyn Criminal Court, the defendant failed to 
appear, a strategy which often results in lower fines.  Through diligent attention to 
the case, ECO Pasciak worked with court officers and the Brooklyn Court justice 
to negotiate a proper settlement. The case was settled with the defendant paying 
a $15,000 fine. 

In another large case in August 2014, ECO Pasciak arrested two men on Felony 
Commercialization of Wildlife charges, seizing 1,612 pounds of clams, 781 pounds 
of oysters, and 108 pounds of lobsters. Through acute knowledge of his patrol 
sector, thorough investigation at the scene, and dedicated follow-through, ECO 
Pasciak made an outstanding case against two major illegal seafood traffickers. 
He worked diligently with the Kings County District Attorney’s Office to ensure that 
the violations were handled appropriately, and the cases were ultimately settled 
with misdemeanor pleas. 

In addition to these significant criminal cases, ECO Pasciak initiated eight seafood 
commercialization cases in 2014, which resulted in approximately $19,000 in civil 
consent order settlements. He also carries a full caseload of environmental quality 
cases, participates in extensive outreach events, and diligently responds to a large 
volume of calls for service. 

ECO Pasciak is awarded the Fred P. Drew award as a testament to his outstanding 
enforcement efforts and level of achievement in his duties as an Environmental 
Conservation Officer. 



FRED P. DREW AWARD
Deer Jacking Investigation
ECO Matthew Dorrett

In January 2014, ECO Matthew Dorrett charged four Oswego County men 
with deer hunting and firearm discharge offenses after the conclusion of 
an investigation which started as an untagged deer complaint. Through his 
investigation, it was determined that these four men had unlawfully jacked a 
deer (taking a deer at night with the aid of an artificial light) in the Town of Lewis, 
Lewis County, and a second deer in the Town of Amboy, Oswego County, on the 
night of November 23, 2013. Two of the subjects were also charged in the Town 
of Brighton, Franklin County for a deer they jacked near Paul Smith’s College 
in October 2013. The driver of the vehicle in all of the incidents also confessed 
to jacking a deer in the Town of Williamstown and unlawfully shooting a deer 
during the day from his vehicle in the Town of Parish. In total, eight deer were 
illegally taken. All the deer were taken from a motor vehicle and five were shot at 
night with the aid of an artificial light. The four defendants paid a total of $11,950 
in penalties and fines in the aforementioned local criminal courts to settle the 
misdemeanor and violation charges. 

Through this successful, significant apprehension and prosecution, ECO Dorrett 
displayed an outstanding level of achievement in his duties as an Environmental 
Conservation Officer and is recognized through the Fred P. Drew Award.

FRED P. DREW AWARD
Illegal Deer Investigation
ECO Jerry Kinney

In November 2012, ECO Jerry Kinney began a four-month investigation into the 
illegal killing of six deer at night in the City of Jamestown, one of which was killed 
on the front lawn of the Bush Hill Elementary School. This investigation included 
numerous nighttime patrols, working with local law enforcement personnel, 
and countless hours of watching videotape. Eventually, ECO Kinney observed 
a vehicle of interest on the school’s surveillance video. He enlisted the help of 
local law enforcement to assist in the search for the truck. After four months and 
numerous false sightings, ECO Kinney drove past the county transfer station and 
observed the vehicle parked in its lot. The subject, who worked for the county, 
allegedly shot within 500 feet of more than 50 houses and was, at times, pointing 
directly at multiple dwellings. After conferring with the Chautauqua County District 
Attorney’s Office, the defendant was charged with killing four of the six deer, 
which resulted in 46 misdemeanor counts under NYS Environmental Conservation 
Law and eight misdemeanor counts under NYS Penal Law. After several court 
appearances in the Town of Ellicott and the City of Jamestown courts, in early April 
of 2013, the defendant pled to four counts of taking deer with an artificial light and 
four counts of reckless endangerment. Penalties included fines totaling nearly 
$5,500, three years’ probation, hunting license revocation and gun forfeiture. 



This high-profile case provoked extensive media and public attention, and ECO 
Kinney’s excellent work as the lead investigative officer not only brought the case 
to successful conclusion but was also a credit to the Department, highlighting the 
professionalism and perseverance of Environmental Conservation Officers.

FRED P. DREW AWARD 
Outstanding Marine Enforcement Efforts
ECO Matthew Foster
ECO Kevin Holzle

During 2014, ECOs Matthew Foster and Kevin Holzle conducted several significant 
marine fisheries investigations resulting in eight defendants being charged with 
39 felonies and 9 misdemeanors under the NYS Environmental Conservation 
Law, along with numerous federal charges. The officers worked diligently with the 
Nassau and Suffolk District Attorney’s Offices, New York State Attorney General’s 
Office, and federal prosecutors to bring these cases to successful conclusions. 

The exceptional investigative skills and perseverance of ECOs Holzle and Foster 
played a key role in protecting New York State’s fragile marine resources. Their 
efforts are recognized through the Fred P. Drew Award.

FRED P. DREW AWARD
Formation of the All-Female Hunter Education Course
ECO Darci Dougherty

On July 26, 2014, ECO Darci Dougherty initiated New York State’s first Hunter 
Education Course taught by all-female instructors and attended by all-female 
future hunters. 

ECO Dougherty’s vision of a course where female students can identify with 
female instructors in order to boost their confidence while afield hunting with 
firearms in a male dominated sport, and ensure their ability to be safe and 
successful hunters, has proven highly successful. Additional courses have been 
held to date and have grown in popularity and attendance each time. 

ECO Dougherty’s noteworthy project has earned her the Fred P. Drew Award.



FRED P. DREW AWARD
Formation of the Wounded Warrior Turkey Hunt
ECO Joel Schneller

ECO Joel Schneller, a U.S. Marine Corps Reserve combat veteran, successfully 
planned and coordinated a “Wounded Warrior” turkey hunt in St. Lawrence 
County. Due to his efforts, a myriad of donations were secured, and participants 
in the hunt were provided free lodging, food, and even hunting gear. After five 
months of preparation, the event was held on May 21-24, 2015. It was extremely 
well received by the veteran hunters as well as the sporting community, and 
publication of the event in media outlets such as the Outdoor News helped to 
bring attention to the challenges our wounded veterans face.  

ECO Schneller’s efforts in organizing and participating in this event displayed 
a special and outstanding level of achievement, allowing the Division of Law 
Enforcement the honor of enriching the lives of these veterans who have 
sacrificed so greatly to make our country safe. 

FRED P. DREW AWARD
Coordination of Marine Assets for Region 3 
ECO John Helmeyer

In 2014, ECO John Helmeyer willingly undertook a challenging assignment to 
oversee the complete refurbishing of ENCON Police Vessel A-8, a 28’ aluminum, 
twin engine, all-weather vessel. The multi-month project produced a vessel 
in near-new condition with a new estimated value of more than $250,000. 
With the advent of the Tappan Zee Bridge project, concerns over maritime and 
rail crude transport adjacent to and over the Hudson River, and heightened 
visibility regarding the Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant, this vessel is critical 
to the Division meeting its enforcement, public safety, and homeland security 
missions. In addition to refurbishing the A-8 vessel, ECO Helmeyer served as 
the point person for the procurement of a new 24’ twin engine Boston Whaler 
for the Long Island Sound through a Federal JEA Contract. This state-of-the-art 
patrol craft has greatly enhanced the capabilities of the Division for fisheries 
and navigational law enforcement, search and rescue, emergency response and 
homeland security.  

ECO Helmeyer is awarded the Fred P. Drew Award in recognition of his strong 
work ethic, perseverance and initiative.



FRED P. DREW AWARD AND SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
Large Car LLC Investigation
Lt. James Boylan
Inv. Neil Stevens
ECO Stanley Winnick
Renee Stewart, U.S. EPA Resident Agent in Charge
Michael Perry, Assistant United States Attorney 
Brian Henry, Tioga County Deputy Sheriff 

In June 2013, the owner of Large Car LLC, a company in Owego, NY, that installs 
and removes old industrial plating equipment for re-use or recycling, agreed 
to remove various hazardous chemicals including arsenic, chromium, lead, and 
selenium from a bankrupt waste generator facility in New Hampshire. Large Car 
transported these chemicals into New York without obtaining the required permit 
or environmental license to remove these chemicals. 

Over the course of the year, Large Car stored the hazardous waste without 
labeling or properly isolating incompatible materials or protecting them from the 
elements. The hazardous waste was then treated and disposed of by igniting and 
evaporating it, mixing it with other materials, and shipping it to offsite locations 
without listing the hazardous waste on manifests as required, thereby causing 
significant environmental and public health risks. 

While at a local restaurant, Tioga County Deputy Sheriff Brian Henry overhead 
a conversation regarding the mishandling of hazardous waste at the Large Car 
facility. Knowing that this disregard for the environment could cause serious 
consequences, Deputy Sheriff Henry immediately advised ECO Stanley Winnick of 
the conversation. This information led to the questioning of Large Car employees. 
The information provided to the Division was critical information leading to probable 
cause to obtain a federal search warrant. At that time, Lt. James Boylan, Inv. Neil 
Stevens and ECO Stanley Winnick contacted EPA Criminal Investigative Division 
Resident Agent in Charge Renee Stewart and Assistant United States Attorney 
Michael Perry, and began a multi-state, multi-agency investigation which led to the 
executive of the federal search warrant. 

Utilizing evidence obtained at the execution of the search warrant and due to 
the multi-state nature of the allegations, on November 24, 2015, the owner was 
sentenced to one year and one day in federal prison following a guilty plea to 
one felony count of treating, storing, and disposing of hazardous wastes without 
a permit, and was sentenced to pay a $5,000 fine and serve a three-year term 
of supervision following release from prison. In addition, the plea agreement 
required remediation of the site under the guidance of the EPA at a cost in excess 
of $60,000.

Through the expertise and abilities of Division members, Agent Stewart, Attorney 
Perry, and Deputy Sheriff Henry, the conviction obtained will protect the public and 
environment from the dangerous practices of an unscrupulous operator. For their 
diligent dedication to protecting the public and environment, they are awarded the 
Fred P. Drew and Special Service Awards.



FRED P. DREW AWARD AND SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
Illegal Shark Fin Investigation
Lt. Liza-J Bobseine
Lt. Jesse Paluch
Paul Chappelle, USFWS Resident Agent in Charge 
Ryan Bessey, USFWS Special Agent 
Thomas Loring, USFWS Special Agent 

In October 2014, the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) alerted ENCON Police 
of a large shipment of dried shark fins moving inbound through JFK Airport to a 
business in Brooklyn, NY. With the assistance of USFWS Resident Agent in Charge 
Paul Chappelle and Special Agents Thomas Loring and Ryan Bessey, Lts. Liza-J 
Bobseine and Jesse Paluch applied to the Kings County District Attorney’s Office 
and secured a GPS search warrant allowing the shipments to be tracked from the 
airport directly to a seafood corporation in Brooklyn. 

Using GPS tracking devices and covert surveillance, a team of Division officers and 
USFWS agents tracked the shipment to a seafood corporation that had ordered the 
delivery. When the shipment was accepted by the seafood corporation, the search 
team acted on the warrant and confiscated the illegal product. 

The shark fin samples obtained from the shipment were examined by an expert 
who identified several protected species of shark, including hammerhead, grey 
sharpnose, broadfin, and blacktip reef. The shipment, which originated in Hong 
Kong, indicated that the source of the fins was South Africa. However, some 
of the shark species identified are not generally found in that area, signifying 
possible deception. 

After an eight-month investigation, Lts. Bobseine and Paluch gathered enough 
evidence to successfully prosecute the case. On June 22, 2015, the seafood 
corporation plead guilty to Felony Illegal Commercialization of Wildlife and paid a 
$10,000 fine for trafficking shark fins. This is the first shark fin case concluded in 
New York State based on the new state law which makes the possession, sale and 
trade of most species of shark fins illegal. 
 
In recognition of their combined, outstanding level of achievement resulting in the 
felony conviction of illegal importation of protected species of shark under this 
new state law, they are awarded the Fred P. Drew and Special Service Awards.



FRED P. DREW AWARD AND SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
General Electric Silicone Plant Investigation
Lt. Karen Staniewski
Scott Crisafulli, DEC Deputy Counsel
Renee Stewart, U.S. EPA Resident Agent in Charge
Thomas Spina, Jr., Assistant United States Attorney

In July of 2008, then Inv. Karen Staniewski initiated an investigation into irregularities 
in the operation of the rotary kiln incinerator (kiln) located at the General Electric/
MPM Silicone Plant in Waterford, NY. The kiln is used to burn both direct feed 
hazardous waste and barrels of hazardous waste generated during the production 
of silicone materials at the facility.

Lt. Staniewski contacted U.S. EPA Resident in Charge Renee Stewart, who 
quickly joined the investigation. Their investigation found that the air violations 
stemmed from the misuse of the calibration function on the plant’s hazardous 
waste disposal kiln. They discovered that General Electric employees would 
routinely place the air monitoring system in calibration mode whenever the system 
indicated a violation of its air discharge parameters of the kiln. If the monitors 
indicted any deviation outside of its permitted limits, the kiln would automatically 
shut down. Placing the kiln in calibration mode allowed it to continue to operate 
even though its monitors indicated it should be shut down. Once the kiln shut 
down, the entire operation of the plant would be at risk. To say that it was critical 
for the kiln to continue to operate would be an understatement. 

Lt. Staniewski and Agent Renee Stewart proved that this violation occurred at 
least 1,800 times over a few months, and the practice continued on a daily basis. 
That practice stopped when they obtained a federal criminal search warrant. They 
executed the two-day warrant in July 2009 at the facility. 

After several years of investigation and contemplation of criminal prosecution, this 
case was re-assigned to civil prosecution. After review of the case, and follow-up 
investigations and negotiations with General Electric led by AUSA Thomas Spina 
and Deputy Counsel Scott Crisafulli, General Electric was ordered to pay a total 
civil penalty of $2,250,000, of which $1,125,000 was paid to the United States and 
$1,125,000 was paid to the State of New York.

After more than six years of investigations, interviews and negotiations, this plant is 
now in compliance with all air permits and no longer violates the Clean Air Act.  
Lt. Staniewski, Agent Stewart and Attorneys Spina and Crisafulli have earned the 
Fred P. Drew and Special Service Awards for their ability to unravel a long-term, 
complex environmental crime that would have continued without their intervention.



FRED P. DREW AWARD AND SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
Times Square Ivory Crush
Capt. Francisco Lopez
Lt. Liza-J Bobseine
Senator Brad Hoylman
USFWS Office of Law Enforcement

On June 19, 2015 in New York City’s Times Square, DLE Region 2 Capt. Francisco 
Lopez, Lt. Liza-J Bobseine, Senator Brad Hoylman, and U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Services Office of Law Enforcement staff witnessed the culmination of their 
efforts by hosting New York’s first “Ivory Crush”. The purpose of the crush was to 
publically destroy illegally sold ivory that had been seized by ECOs and Federal 
Fish and Wildlife agents. The event was held in Times Square to raise awareness 
of the plight of the world’s elephants who face extinction, estimated to be within 
10 to 20 years, due to increased poaching for their ivory tusks. New York City 
was chosen to highlight New York’s new law restricting the sale of ivory and to 
acknowledge New York City’s central role in the illegal ivory trade. 

After the new law was enacted, Senator Hoylman contacted DEC Law Enforcement 
and the USFWS Office of Law Enforcement to inquire about holding an “Ivory 
Crush” in Manhattan similar to the event that the USFWS held in Colorado the 
year before. Because New York City is considered the epicenter of America’s 
ivory trade, such an event would promote awareness and demonstrate support 
for elephant conservation. His office maneuvered the permit application through 
the often contentious permit process with New York City and the Times Square 
Alliance (the Times Square governing body). Senator Hoylman and his staff were 
involved in planning and clearing obstacles, including the $40,000 fee for police 
services, private security, and the actual renting of Times Square. 

The USFWS Office of Law Enforcement agreed to partner with DEC and the 
Senator’s office to host the crush. Representatives from the Office of Law 
Enforcement were involved in the organizational meetings, supplied manpower 
for site security, facilitated transportation of confiscated ivory, and paid over 
$60,000 for site preparation and the cost associated with bringing the rock 
crusher to Manhattan. 

Beginning in December 2014, Captain Lopez, Lt. Bobseine, Senator Hoylman and 
the Office of Law Enforcement began meeting with the Times Square Alliance, 
the NYPD, and the Wildlife Conservation Society to arrange for the shutdown 
of a portion of Times Square as a staging place for the event. The logistics 
included contacting a private contractor for the crusher, collecting a ton and a half 
(approximately $2 million worth) of ivory, and transporting the ivory in and out of 
Times Square. Logistics and security plans were developed for dealing with the 
presence of over 1,500 people, including press, politicians, NYPD, DEC Region 
2 staff, and dignitaries like the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, Director of USFWS, 
Wildlife Conservation Society, foreign diplomats, and DEC’s Commissioner. 



The Fred P. Drew and Special Service Awards recognize the dedication of Senator 
Hoylman, the USFWS Office of Law Enforcement, Capt. Lopez and Lt. Bobseine in 
protecting the world’s last remaining free-roaming elephants. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT LIFESAVING AWARD
Saving the Life of a Suicidal Subject
ECO Ronald Gross

On June 30, 2014, ECO Ronald Gross responded to a Suffolk County Police radio 
call for a body that had washed ashore on Oak Beach. When ECO Gross arrived 
on scene, the retired highway patrol officer who had made the initial discovery 
led him to a rock jetty. Upon further inspection of the scene, ECO Gross realized 
the individual, who was mostly submerged under the rocks with the exception 
of the lower portion of his body, was in fact not deceased and was holding two 
bladed weapons in his hands. When ECO Gross instructed the individual to drop 
the knives, he refused and began to cut his own throat in an attempted suicide. 
ECO Gross, with the assistance of Suffolk County Marine Bureau personnel, was 
able to disarm the individual and rescue him from the water.  

Through ECO Gross’ resourcefulness and disregard for his own personal safety, 
the individual’s life was saved. ECO Gross is awarded the DLE Lifesaving Award in 
recognition of his actions.

LAW ENFORCEMENT LIFESAVING AWARD
Saving the Life of a Motorcycle Accident Victim
ECO Anthony Glorioso

On August 23, 2015, ECO Anthony Glorioso responded to a serious motorcycle 
accident on State Route 32 near Mountain Turnpike in the Town of Catskill. ECO 
Glorioso was the first officer on scene and rapidly assessed the extent of the 
patient’s very serious injuries, immediately requesting a helicopter medevac 
through Greene County 911. The subject was in serious condition having both 
arms, his right foot, and his lower jaw severed. With blood loss a concern, ECO 
Glorioso applied his state-issued tourniquet to the individual’s right shoulder 
and advised a bystander to apply their belt to the right leg above the partially 
severed foot, while another belt was placed on the left shoulder until State Police 
arrived with more tourniquets. ECO Glorioso continued to assist the victim until 
he was air-lifted to Albany Medical Center. As a direct result of ECO Glorioso’s 
superlative efforts, the individual’s life was saved. ECO Glorioso is awarded the 
DLE Lifesaving Award in recognition of his actions.



LAW ENFORCEMENT LIFESAVING AWARD 

Saving the Life of a Missing Hunter 
ECO Brian Canzeri 
ECO Jason Curinga 

On December 13, 2015, ECOs Brian Canzeri and Jason Curinga assisted in the search for a missing hunter 

in Grafton State Park, Rensselaer County.   

Victor Cortes contacted Rensselaer County 911 at 4:50 PM, stating that while hunting he became 

disorientated and was having trouble finding his way back to his vehicle. Mr. Cortes said that he had 

diabetes and was concerned about his health. Shortly thereafter, cellular contact was lost and 

Rensselaer County initiated a search for him focused in Grafton State Park. The park encompasses over 

2,500 acres of extensive forests, rugged terrain and wetlands areas, making the search extremely 

difficult. Units from the Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Department, NYS Park Police, Grafton State Park 

staff (accompanied by a K9), Grafton Fire Department, DEC Forest Rangers and ECOs responded to the 

command post at the park headquarters.   

Based on their knowledge of the surrounding area, several hours into the search ECOs Canzeri and 

Curinga decided to patrol north into Pittstown State Forest on ATVs. Pittstown State Forest added 

another 1,200 acres of search area to the expanding grid. The officers continued throughout the 

evening, stopping often and calling out.  At approximately 12:30 AM, they heard a faint response from 

the north side of Pittstown Forest Road. Unable to continue on ATVs due to the boggy terrain, the 

officers proceeded on foot approximately ½ mile through woods and wetlands. Mr. Cortes was located 

laying in a wetland. He was wet, cold, dehydrated, unable to walk due to a knee injury, and diabetic 

shock was setting in. He stated that he heard a pack of coyotes that he felt were following him. 

Exhausted and missing one of his shoes, he decided to lay down and accept his fate. 

The officers notified dispatch they had located the missing hunter, provided a GPS point and advised the 

command post that they were carrying the victim back to their ATV location on the Pittstown Forest 

Road. The officers and Mr. Cortes arrived to that location at 1:30 AM as Forest Ranger Hess and other 

rescue personnel arrived. Mr. Corte was treated on scene and transported back to Grafton State Park 

headquarters, where he was reunited with his family.  

The actions of ECOs Canzeri and Curinga exemplify the professionalism and dedication of Division 

members, and for this they are awarded the DLE Lifesaving Award.   



LAW ENFORCEMENT LIFESAVING AWARD
Saving the Life of a Two-year-old Child
T/Sgt. Anthony Panipinto

On August 25, 2015, Oswego County 911 dispatched a request for any available 
law enforcement unit to respond and assist a two-year-old child who was not 
breathing. According to reports from witnesses, the boy was recently removed 
from a small pond after being found face down and unresponsive. T/Sgt. Anthony 
Panipinto responded and located the frantic mother who was holding the limp boy 
in her arms. The boy was unconscious, not breathing regularly, had turned blue 
and his eyes had rolled back into his head. 

T/Sgt. Panipinto quickly assessed the situation and removed the boy from his 
mother’s arms, provided a few firm back blows and laid him on the ground to 
perform CPR. Immediately after the blows, the boy vomited, and T/Sgt. Panipinto 
positioned him to ensure he did not choke further. After administering CPR, the 
child began to cry loudly and return to his natural color. T/Sgt. Panipinto stayed 
with the child and his family until personnel from the Town of Constantia Fire 
Department and the North Shore Ambulance Service arrived. The child was 
transported to a local hospital and was released in good health the following day. 

T/Sgt. Panipinto’s rapid and competent response saved the child’s life. He is 
awarded the DLE Lifesaving Award in recognition of his actions.

SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
Assistance with DLE’s Radiological Interdiction Program
Jerry Riggi, Environmental Radiation Specialist, DEC Division of Environmental 
Remediation

Mr. Jerry Riggi from DEC’s Division of Environmental Remediation has directly 
enhanced the DLE’s Radiological Interdiction Program. On June 12, 2013, 
Mr. Riggi assisted DLE in a U.S. Department of Homeland Security Northern 
Border Full Scale Exercise as a subject matter expert. His knowledge, skills and 
ability were critical in DLE’s success during the exercise. This high-stress, multi-
agency, multi-jurisdictional exercise tested the Department’s ability to respond to 
a radiological event while conducting its primary mission to protect the resources 
and people of New York State. 

DLE’s outstanding performance during this training exercise, as well as in its actual 
field radiological deployments, is a direct result of Mr. Riggi’s significant expertise 
and unfailing willingness to assist whenever and wherever necessary.



SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
Statewide Radio Communications Project 
Spencer Brand, Radio Technician, DEC Division of Operations

In 2008, DLE initiated a multi-year project to create a consolidated dispatch center 
with statewide radio capabilities through the use of a radio-over-internet protocol 
system.  

Installation and testing of this system relied heavily on the six DEC radio technicians 
who worked tirelessly to tie together existing analog radio equipment with cutting 
edge digital technology. During that time, the radio technicians kept up with their 
regular duties of maintaining the hundreds of mobile and portable radios and the 
tower mounted repeaters used by DLE. 

Mr. Brand has been instrumental in the success of this project. He coordinated 
with the vendor to ensure the system was properly installed. His determination 
was a key asset during many difficult testing phases where the technology 
was questioned by field users. He overcame obstacles by researching technical 
manuals as the system was optimized. He continues to provide a valuable service 
by overseeing the maintenance of system components.  

Today, DEC has the only statewide police radio system in New York connected 
to a central dispatch center. ECOs can now communicate by radio with a DEC 
dispatcher 24/7 from anywhere in the state. This has not only greatly increased 
officer safety and enhanced productivity, it also improved DLE service to the 
public through better response times. 

The singularly distinctive accomplishments of Spencer Brand are a testament to 
his work ethic and his focus on providing the best possible radio service to DEC 
staff. He is recognized for his tireless efforts through the Special Service Award.

SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
Illegal Asbestos Investigation
Patricia Dziuba, Chief Assistant District Attorney, Jefferson County

On October 8, 2013, Region 6 received a complaint of a local contractor who 
was improperly abating asbestos in Watertown, NY. Upon investigation it was 
determined that the construction company was renovating and re-siding over 
existing Transite asbestos siding on the exterior of a building. Both the interior and 
exterior of the building contained friable asbestos material in the form of ductwork 
pipe wrap that was being improperly handled and disposed. The construction 
company owner was not an asbestos contractor nor did the company hire an 
asbestos contractor to complete the work as required. There were large amounts of 
Transite asbestos siding that had been crushed rendering the non-friable asbestos 
friable. Environmental sampling was completed by DLE and the NYS Department of 
Labor Asbestos Control Bureau. 



 After sampling results came back positive for asbestos, the construction company 
was charged and subsequently indicted by a Grand Jury with endangering public 
health, safety and the environment in the 3rd degree (E Felony), Penal Law 120.20 
reckless endangerment 2nd degree (misdemeanor), tampering with physical 
evidence (misdemeanor), and making a punishable false written statement 
(misdemeanor).

In a time when convictions for environmental laws are hard to achieve, Chief 
ADA Patricia “Patty” Dziuba worked feverishly to prosecute the charges against 
the company. She attended numerous pre-trial conferences but was unable to 
come to a reasonable plea agreement. She believed that the environmental and 
personal damage caused by the company justified a felony conviction. In the 
months preceding the trial, ADA Dziuba spoke with over twenty witnesses and 
worked tirelessly toward a conviction.

On February 4, 2015, a non-jury trial was held before the Jefferson County Court. 
After almost eight hours of testimony, the judge found the company guilty of 
one count of endangering public health, safety and the environment 4th degree 
(misdemeanor), and ordered it to pay $1,500 in restitution and a fine of $2,000 
with a $200 court surcharge.

ADA Patty Dziuba met and exceeded all expectations prosecuting this case in 
the interest of the people of New York State and is awarded the Special Service 
Award for her outstanding effort.

SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
Felony Prosecution of Marine Wildlife Crimes
Robert Kaftal, Assistant District Attorney, Kings County

ADA Robert Kaftal has assisted the DLE on many occasions over the last several 
years. He was instrumental in crafting the first GPS warrant to be executed 
by DLE while also producing a warrant for a location in a shark fin illegal 
commercialization case in November of 2014. Both were urgently needed to 
make the case, and Mr. Kaftal selflessly labored well past normal working hours 
and made himself available to amend the location warrant based on the results 
of the GPS warrant. The evidence obtained in this case led to a felony plea by 
the defendant and a fine of $10,000. 

In the spring of 2015, Mr. Kaftal also made himself available at all hours and 
on short notice to support a felony glass eel case. Successful execution of the 
warrant and seizure of the eels required amending a warrant and getting it signed 
by a judge within an hour of the delivery of a shipment of illegal glass eels. 
The contraband seized in this case was valued at approximately $18,000 and 
was eventually released back into the waters of the marine environment.



Without Mr. Kaftal’s willingness to accommodate the unusual needs of  
these cases, and his interest in the crimes of commercialization of wildlife,  
it is very likely that DLE would not have successfully made these cases. In a 
stressful, often overworked environment of prosecutors dealing primarily with 
crimes against people, this ADA stands out for recognizing the importance of our 
environmental cases and assisting the Division above and beyond the call of his 
normal duties. 

SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
Forensic Wildlife DNA Analysis
Dr. George Amato, American Museum of Natural History

Dr. George Amato is the Director of the Center for Conservation Genetics at the 
American Museum of Natural History, which links efforts in the Museum’s Center 
for Biodiversity and Conservation, Sackler Institute for Comparative Genomics, 
and Ambrose Monell Cryo-Collection for Molecular and Microbial Research to 
conduct research and training in the expanding area of biological conservation. 
Dr. Amato’s conservation genetics research includes systematics and units of 
conservation, population-level issues due to fragmentation of habitats and over-
harvesting of wildlife, molecular ecology, and wildlife forensics. 

Dr. Amato performed DNA analysis and provided DLE with key evidence required 
to prosecute several high profile wildlife cases. Recent cases that resulted in 
successful prosecutions due to Dr. Amato’s work include DNA analysis of shark 
fins, venison, elephant ivory carvings, and identification of endangered cat skins. 
Dr. Amato used DNA Bar Coding, a technique which matches DNA from suspicious 
animal products to DNA stored in a DNA library at the museum, and determines if 
that DNA is from endangered or protected wildlife, thereby establishing the legality 
of the items in question.  

Dr. Amato’s work in this technique is geared toward stopping the illegal trade of 
animals. This award is granted to Dr. Amato on the recommendation of the late 
Lt. John Fitzpatrick, whose work in the illegal ivory trade generated one of the 
biggest cases DLE has ever investigated.



LAW ENFORCEMENT LIFESAVING AWARD
Saving the Life of a Missing Hunter
ECO Brian Canzeri
ECO Jason Curinga

On December 13, 2015, ECOs Brian Canzeri and Jason Curinga assisted in the 
search for a missing hunter in Grafton State Park, Rensselaer County. 
 
Victor Cortes contacted Rensselaer County 911 at 4:50 PM, stating that while 
hunting he became disorientated and was having trouble finding his way back 
to his vehicle. Mr. Cortes said that he had diabetes and was concerned about 
his health. Shortly thereafter, cellular contact was lost and Rensselaer County 
initiated a search for him focused in Grafton State Park. The park encompasses 
over 2,500 acres of extensive forests, rugged terrain and wetlands areas, making 
the search extremely difficult. Units from the Rensselaer County Sheriff ’s 
Department, NYS Park Police, Grafton State Park staff (accompanied by a K9), 
Grafton Fire Department, DEC Forest Rangers and ECOs responded to the 
command post at the park headquarters.  

Based on their knowledge of the surrounding area, several hours into the search 
ECOs Canzeri and Curinga decided to patrol north into Pittstown State Forest 
on ATVs. Pittstown State Forest added another 1,200 acres of search area to the 
expanding grid. The officers continued throughout the evening, stopping often 
and calling out.  At approximately 12:30 AM, they heard a faint response from the 
north side of Pittstown Forest Road. Unable to continue on ATVs due to the boggy 
terrain, the officers proceeded on foot approximately ½ mile through woods and 
wetlands. Mr. Cortes was located laying in a wetland. He was wet, cold, dehydrated, 
unable to walk due to a knee injury, and diabetic shock was setting in. He stated 
that he heard a pack of coyotes that he felt were following him. Exhausted and 
missing one of his shoes, he decided to lay down and accept his fate.

The officers notified dispatch they had located the missing hunter, provided a GPS 
point and advised the command post that they were carrying the victim back to 
their ATV location on the Pittstown Forest Road. The officers and Mr. Cortes arrived 
to that location at 1:30 AM as Forest Ranger Hess and other rescue personnel 
arrived. Mr. Corte was treated on scene and transported back to Grafton State Park 
headquarters, where he was reunited with his family. 

The actions of ECOs Canzeri and Curinga exemplify the professionalism 
and dedication of Division members, and for this they are awarded the DLE 
Lifesaving Award.
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terrain, the officers proceeded on foot approximately ½ mile through woods and 
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that he heard a pack of coyotes that he felt were following him. Exhausted and 
missing one of his shoes, he decided to lay down and accept his fate.

The officers notified dispatch they had located the missing hunter, provided a GPS 
point and advised the command post that they were carrying the victim back to 
their ATV location on the Pittstown Forest Road. The officers and Mr. Cortes arrived 
to that location at 1:30 AM as Forest Ranger Hess and other rescue personnel 
arrived. Mr. Corte was treated on scene and transported back to Grafton State Park 
headquarters, where he was reunited with his family. 

The actions of ECOs Canzeri and Curinga exemplify the professionalism 
and dedication of Division members, and for this they are awarded the DLE 
Lifesaving Award.



SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD
Apprehension of Subjects who Assaulted DEC 
ECO Richard McNamara
Lt. Josè Febo, New York State Troopers
Trooper Fabio Daino, New York State Troopers 

On March 14, 2016, ECO Richard “Travis” McNamara was participating in a Pine 
Barrens Law Enforcement Council off-road enforcement detail with Trooper Fabio 
Daino from the New York State Police Riverside Barracks. These details focus on 
the illegal use of off-road vehicles that damage protected state, county and private 
lands and other fragile habitat within the Long Island Pine Barrens.

The officers stopped three illegally operated four-wheel drive trucks. One driver fled 
by backing his vehicle over ECO McNamara’s lower leg and foot. In the commotion 
that followed, all of the trucks fled the scene.

Trooper Daino pursued the trucks and apprehended two suspects, getting the 
license plate number of the third. Trooper Lt. José Febo quickly ordered additional 
State Police support, including additional troopers for arrestee transport and 
investigators to conduct interviews and take statements. As a result, the third 
driver was identified and arrested by DLE the following day. 

The driver that struck ECO McNamara was arrested and sent to jail pending bail, 
charged with second degree Assault, second degree Reckless Endangerment, 
Reckless Driving, Evading an Officer and various vehicle and traffic and county 
violations. The other drivers were also charged with numerous offenses. 

ECO McNamara was transported to a local hospital and had surgery to repair 
broken bones in his leg and foot. He is anxious to return to duty but is patiently 
enduring a lengthy recuperation. 

The prompt emergency assistance to ECO McNamara and the arrest of the 
violators would not have been possible without the swift actions of Trooper 
Daino and the immediate support provided by Lt. Febo. Their professionalism 
and dedication are a credit to the NY State Police and their fellow law enforcement 
officers. The Division of Law Enforcement hereby recognizes the actions of 
these troopers through the Special Service Award.

AWARDS GIVEN BY OTHER AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS
In addition to Division awards, every year DLE members receive recognition 
from numerous outside entities for their outstanding work in environmental 
enforcement, conservation projects, outreach, education and more. The awards 
are given by federal, state and local agencies, environmental groups, law 
enforcement associations and national and international hunting clubs. 



These include the United States Environmental Protection Agency, United 
States Fish & Wildlife Service, Shikar-Safari Club International, National Wild 
Turkey Federation, Northeast Conservation Law Enforcement Chiefs, and 
several sportsmen’s federations and commissions. Command Staff extends 
congratulations to all members who were honored for their excellent work.

One such award is the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association Officer of the 
Year award. The Association is the leading organization in the state in promoting 
rifle marksmanship and competition. Thus, they strive to recognize one who 
promotes and personally participates in marksmanship competitions, and one who 
encourages such participation by New York’s youth. The Association recognizes 
an Environmental Conservation Officer each year by acknowledging the important 
role he or she plays in hunter education and safe firearms usage among 
sportsmen and youth.

The 2015 New York Rifle and Pistol Association Officer of the Year is 
Officer Vern Bauer.

CLOSING REMARKS
Director Joseph Schneider

*****
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The Police Benevolent Association of New York State, Inc.




