






























Appendix D.



Executive Summary and Membership List, Stewart Lands Citizens Advisory Committee Report to
Commissioner John P. Cahill

Executive Summary

The 23-member Stewart Lands Citizens Advisory Committee has carefully evaluated issues of public
access, recreational uses, natural resources management, environmental education & interpretation,
farming, historic preservation, public safety, and funding related to the future use and management of the
Stewart State Forest.  A total of 34 specific recommendations were developed.  In summary, the
Committee recommends that:

• The Stewart State Forest should be managed in a manner which fosters appropriate
recreation, research and environmental education & interpretation, but which also
protects the land’s natural resources and rural character.

• A variety of appropriate recreational uses should be encouraged, including hiking,
bicycling, hunting, nature study, cross-country skiing, horseback riding, etc.

• Camping should be allowed only for organized groups, and by special permit.

• The recreational use of motorized vehicles should not be allowed.

• Golf courses, ball fields and similar recreational facilities should not be developed on the
Stewart State Forest.

• A diverse wildlife population should be encouraged, through the protection and
enhancement of diverse wildlife habitat.

• Partnerships should be developed to foster interpretation of the land.

• Farming should be encouraged to continue on the property.

• Ownership of historic properties should be transferred to the Orange County Historical
Society.

• Special attention must be given to unique public safety concerns raised by the Stewart
State Forest’s location immediately adjacent to an international airport.

• Funding should be adequate to support management of this land and to promote modest
educational, interpretive and research efforts.

Membership List

George P. Bucci, Jr. - Supervisor, Town of Newburgh
John Buttarazzi - Vice President, Empire State Development Corp.
Nancy Calhoun - New York State Assemblywoman
William R. Conners - Director, Board of Directors, Federation of Dutchess County Fish and Game Clubs
Howard Cushing - President, New York State Conservation Council
Dr. John A. D’Ambrosio - President, Chamber of Commerce of Orange County
Deborah Meyer DeWan - Program Director, Riverfront Committee, Scenic Hudson Inc.



Louis Heimbach - President, Sterling Forest Corp.
Carl Helstrom - Supervisor, Town of Montgomery
Thomas J. Kirwan - New York State Assemblyman
Dr. Michael W. Klemens - Director, Metropolitan Conservation Alliance, Wildlife Conservation Society
William J. Larkin, Jr. - New York State Senator
John Lupiniski - President, Orange County Farm Bureau
James McGuinness - New York State Department of Transportation, Stewart International Airport
Barnabas McHenry - Chairman, Hudson river Valley Greenway Council
George J. Meyers - Supervisor, Town of New Windsor
David Miller - Executive Director, New York State Office National Audubon Society
Marc Moran - Region 3 Director, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Chair,

Stewart Lands Citizens Advisory Committee
Tim Quilty - Board of Directors, New York Bicycle Coalition
Joseph Rampe - County Executive, Orange County
Rudy Vallet - Secretary, Orange County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs
Art Wilcox - Director of Public Employees Division, New York State AFL-CIO
James C. Wright - Chairman, Stewart Airport Commission
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