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KEUKA HIGHLANDS UNIT MANAGEMENT PLAN 

PREFACE 

The policy of the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation is to manage state forests for 
multiple uses for the People of New York State. 

The Keuka Highlands Unit Management Plan is the first 
step in carrying out that policy. The following plan has 
been developed to address management activities on this unit 
for the next ten-year period, with a review and update due 
in five years. Some management recommendations extend 
beyond the ten-year period. 

Factors such as budget constraints, wood product 
f markets, and forest health problems may necessitate 

deviations from scheduled management activities. 
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INTRODUCTION 

New York State's management policy for public lands 

follows a multiple use concept established by New York's 

Environmental Conservation Law. This allows a diverse 

enjoyment of ''state landsw by the people of the state. The 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

(DEC) has undertaken a major planning effort to provide for 

future management activities on state forest lands. The 

major demands on state forest lands are: timber production; 

watershed management; flora and fauna habitat protection and 

enhancement; extensive forms of recreational uses and simple 

aesthetic appreciation. Multiple use management addresses 

all of these demands. Managers consider both the 

environmental and economic impacts of their decisions on 

these lands. Sometimes there are conflicting demands that 

managers must resolve. Multiple use planning will maximize 

the quality and diversity of the state forest environment 

now and into the future. 

Two state forests, Pigtail Hollow and Urbana, make up 

the Keuka Highlands Management Unit located west of Keuka 

Lake in Steuben County (Fig. 1-1). The Keuka Highlands Unit 

Management Plan was prepared by a committee of lands and 

forests, wildlife and public affairs staff at the Region 8 

DEC office. Benefits such as water quality, a variety of 

healthy wildlife, and recreational enjoyment are insured by 

selectively varying the types and growth stages of tree 

stands within this unit, maintaining grasslands, and 

enhancing wetland areas. 



Progressive steps were taken over the course of 

preparing the plan so that each section of this document 

builds on the one before. First, an initial resource 

inventory and other information is provided (Section 111). 

Then, existing and anticipated uses and demands are assessed 

(Section IV) . 

This information is used to set goals and determine the 

"management approach." The management approach is comprised 

of: objectives that meet the goals (Section V); specific 

actions (Section VI) to be carried out over the next ten 

years; and finally a priority, estimated cost or revenue, 

and schedule for each listed action (Section VII). 

A public participation component of the planning 

process (Section VIII) affords a communication exchange 

between DEC and interested groups and individuals. 



Historv of State Forests 

The forest lands outside the Adirondack and catskill 

regions owe their present character, in large part, to the 

impact of pioneer settlement. Following the close of the 

Revolutionary War, increased pressure for land encouraged 

westward expansion. Up to 91 percent of woodlands were 

cleared for cultivation and forage. 

Early farming efforts met with limited success. As the 

less fertile soils proved unproductive, they were abandoned, 

and settlement was attempted elsewhere. The stage of 

succession was set, and new forests of young saplings 

reoccupied the ground once cleared. 

The State Reforestation Law of 1929 and the Hewitt 

Amendment of 1931 set forth the legislation which authorized 

the Conservation Department to acquire land by gift or 

purchase for reforestation purposes. These state forests, 

consisting of not less than 500 acres of contiguous land, 

were to be forever devoted to "reforestation and the 

establishment and maintenance thereon of forests for 

watershed protection, the production of timber, and for 

recreation and kindred purposesu.  his broad program is 

presently authorized under Article 9, Title 5, of the 

Environmental Conservation Law. 

In 1930, Forest Districts were established, and the 

tasks of land acquisition and reforestation were started. 

In 1933, the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was begun. 

Thousands of young men were assigned to plant millions of 

trees on the newly acquired state forests. In addition to 

tree planting, these men were engaged in road and trail 



building, erosion control, watershed restoration, forest 

protection, and other projects. 

During the war years of 1941-1945, very little was 

accomplished on the reforestation areas. Plans for further 

planting, construction, facility maintenance, and similar 

tasks had to be curtailed. However, through the postwar 

funding, conservation projects once again received needed 

attention. 

The Park and Recreation Land Acquisition Act of 1960 

and the Environmental Quality Bond Acts of 1972 and 1986 

contained provisions for the acquisition of state forest 

lands. These lands would serve multiple purposes involving 

the conservation and development of natural resources, 

including the preservation of scenic areas, watershed 

protection, forestry, and recreation. 

Today there are nearly 700,000 acres of state forest 
f 

land throughout the State. The use of these lands is 

important to the economy and to the health and well-being of 

the people of the State. 

Historv of the Keuka Hiuhlands Unit 

The area was originally inhabited by the Seneca Indian 

tribe, a member of the Iroquois Confederacy. It is known 

that Seneca settlements occupied both the Five Mile Creek 

Valley to the west of the unit and the area surrounding 

Keuka Lake to the east. The famous Seneca chief, Red 

Jacket, resided in what is now Branchport on the north end 

of Keuka Lake. The Seneca's undoubtedly hunted the area of 

the management unit and practiced agriculture in the 

surrounding valleys. 



The Sullivan Campaign of 1779 opened the area to 

habitation by people of European descent. The purpose of 

this campaign was to subdue the Indians and open the area 

for development, and it succeeded on both accounts. 

In 1788, Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham purchased 

2,600,000 acres from the State of Massachusetts. In 1790, 

they sold 1,250,000 acres to Robert Morris, who immediately 

sold 750,000 acres to William Pulteney. Colonel Charles 

Williamson, an entrepreneur from Philadelphia was the chief 

land agent for the Pulteney purchase., He subdivided the 
Pulteney tract and sold by contract to individual 

homesteaders. By the late 18001s, only 30 percent of the 

land was forested. 

The first half of the 20th century was characterized by 

a decline in agriculture and subsequent reversion of open 

land back to forest. Acquisition under the Reforestation 

Law and Hewitt Amendment began on the unit in 1937. Records 

indicate that at least some cultural activity, namely timber 

stand improvement, boundary line surveying, and boundary 

line marking, were accomplished by enrollees of the Kanona 

Civilian Conservation Corps Camp. 

The major emphasis immediately after World War I1 was 

tree planting. Between 1946 and 1955, almost 400,000 trees 

were hand-planted on 525 acres. 

In 1964, several acquisitions under the Park and 

Recreation Land Acquisition Bond Act totalled 1121.5 acres. 

This brought the total acreage of the unit to the 3,688 

acres it contains today. 

During the 1960ts, the major management impetus was 

reforestation of the newly acquired Bond Act properties. 

State forest crews machine-planted over 200,000 seedlings on 

360 acres during this period. 



The 1970's saw the forest maturing and an emphasis 

shift from acquisition and reforestation to management and 

stewardship. 

During the 19801s, a significant change occurred in the 

land ownership patterns on private lands in the vicinity of , 
the unit. Farms were subdivided, and new seasonal and 
full-time residences were built. 

The trend toward subdivisions or "fragmentation" is 

expected to continue. Keuka Highlands is a large block of 

state-owned land which will never be subdivided. As such, 

it will become an even more valuable public asset in the 

future. 



I11 JNFORMATION ON THE UNIT 

This unit is located in Steuben County in the towns of 

Pulteney, Urbana and Wheeler. The area is located on the 

Allegany Plateau, west of Keuka Lake and northwest of the 

Village of Hammondsport. On the north, it is bounded by 

Bean Station Road and on the west, by Dineharts Crossing 

Road. The Bully Hill Road lies immediately to the east of 

the unit, and the hamlet of Mitchellsville immediately to 

the south. 

Elevations on the unit range from 1400 to 1900 feet. 

One and one-half miles to the east of the unit lies Keuka 

Lake at 715 feet. The name "Keuka Highlandsu is derived 

from this dramatic change in elevation of 1200 feet. 

The 3688 acre management unit is comprised of two state 

forests. Urbana State Forest (Steuben #6) comprises 2690 

acres, and pigtail Hollow State Forest (Steuben #11) 

comprises 998 acres. 

The Wisconsin Ice Sheet overran the area 10,000 years 

ago, creating the Finger Lakes. Glaciation remains the 

dominant geological effect. The soils, therefore, are 

glacial till in origin. The underlying parent materials are 

sedimentary deposits of sandstone and shale. 

Soils on this area are of the Mardin-Volusia-Lordstown 

association. Specific soil series occurring on the unit are 

described and mapped in the USDA publication, Soil Survev of 

Steuben County, New York. 














































































































































































