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Preface

UMP Background Information and Update

The Draft JRWF UMP/DEIS was released for public review and comment in 2005. The
Department revised that document in response to the comments received and prepared a final
Draft UMP/FEIS for APA review and determination of compliance with the APSLMP. The
FEIS was deemed complete and notice of its publication announced in the November 2, 2005
issue of the Environmental Notice Bulletin (ENB).

Public comments received by the APA on the proposed final Draft Jessup River Wild Forest
UMP and the desire to insure the best possible future snowmobile trail system for the area, led
the Department to consider various snowmobile trail configurations for the southern portion of
the JRWF. The Department prepared a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
to the Proposed Final JRWF UMP/FEIS to address proposed changes to the snowmobile trail
network in the towns of Lake Pleasant and Arietta. To inform the public about these changes,
a meeting was held in Northville on March 22, 2006. Public input was used to refine the
alternative analysis and the information was added to the plan, including a new Appendix 25.

The Notice of Completion of Final Supplemental EIS was announced in the June 21, 2006
issue of the ENB. On July 14, 2006, the APA determined that the Final Draft UMP/FEIS
complied with the APSLMP. The Commissioner of DEC adopted the Final UMP/FEIS on
September 20, 2006.

Status of the 2006 UMP/FEIS

On July 26, 2007, the Department rescinded those portions of the Jessup River Wild Forest
UMP/FEIS and those portions of the associated SEQRA Findings related to the use of
snowmobiles, including but not limited to the construction, modification or relocation of
snowmobile trails, bridges and other facilities, and the use of motorized tracked grooming
machines (other than snowmobiles) on snowmobile trails. This action was undertaken in
accordance with the Honorable John C. Egan’s Stipulation and Order in the matter of
Adirondack Mountain Club, et al. v. APA, DEC and OPRHP dated June 27, 2007.

Jessup River Wild Forest UMP Draft Amendment - January 2010
Page 3


jesessio
Typewritten Text


Preface

With the exception of the rescinded snowmobile language, the 2006 JRWF UMP/FEIS
continues to govern the Department’s management of the state lands covered by the document.
See: http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/22599.html

Master Plan Issues

APA review of the Proposed Final Jessup River Wild Forest Unit Management Plan/FEIS for
compliance with the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan identified the need for the
Agency Board to interpret key provisions of the Master Plan concerning snowmobile trails on
State lands in the Park. Interpretation of the “no material increase™ provision (Basic
Guideline #4 for Wild Forest areas) by the Agency Board occurred during its meeting of
March, 2008.

In November, 2009 the Adirondack Park Agency found the Department’s “Management
Guidance - Snowmobile Trail Siting, Construction and Maintenance on Forest Preserve Lands
in the Adirondack Park™ (Management Guidance) to be consistent with the APSLMP. This
document provides specific direction that affects the configuration and siting of Forest
Preserve snowmobile trails, shapes the physical character of snowmobile trails and guides
DEC administrative use of maintenance equipment and vehicles on these trails into the future.
Within the APA resolution, DEC and the Agency have committed to the completion of all
remaining Wild Forest unit management plans and the amendment of any previously approved
plans as necessary for snowmobile trail planning.

2010 JRWF UMP Draft Amendment

The judge’s stipulation and Commissioner recission of portions of the JRWF UMP prevented
the implementation of any snowmobile trail proposal on these lands. The parties agreed,
pending APSLMP conformance determinations by the APA, the Jessup River UMP/FEIS would
be amended and reissued to reflect the determinations(s) in accordance with applicable law,
including SEQRA. In order to address the rescinded snowmobile language and new
management guidance, the Department developed a Draft Amendment to the plan.

The proposed UMP Amendment is limited in scope, addressing snowmobile related facilities
and proposals only and is not intended to re-open or update any other part of the plan. The
Management Guidance will supercede previous management strategies resulting in some
changes to proposals in the previously approved UMP. Key changes to the 2006 UMP/FEIS
proposed in the Draft Amendment include:

o Replacement of original, outdated snowmobile trail and snowmobile plan language.
o Assignment of new trail class to individual snowmobile trails not proposed for closure.
o Revision of snowmobile trail proposals to ensure those trails proposed to remain open

or proposed for construction are not located in remote interior areas as per the
Management Guidance.

o Revision of snowmobile trail proposals to ensure trails that fail to comply with trail
siting criteria outlined in the Management Guidance are closed to snowmobiling.

o Revision of language in the ““no material increase™ part of the plan.

o Clarification that the mostly roadside snowmobile trail between Speculator and Lewey

Lake adjacent to NYS Route 30 will be a Class Il community connector trail, with a
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions

Class VII trails (Horse Trails) are routes of travel designated for equestrian use with an eight
foot maximum width. Trails shall be built and maintained to standards sufficient to prevent or
minimize

erosion. Water bars or broad-based dips will be installed as needed. Trail tread on wet or soft

soils will be hardened.

Class IX trails (All Terrain Bicycle) are routes of travel designated for bicycle use that may
vary from easy, dirt-surface roads, to winding forest paths to narrow, challenging single track
trails. Wherever practical, trails will be maintained according to International Mountain Bike
Association (IMBA) standards. (See Appendix 14)

Class Il (Community Connector Trails) - Snowmobile trails or trail segments that serve to
connect communities and provide the main travel routes for snowmobiles within a unit are
Community Connector Trails. These trails are located in the periphery of Wild Forest or other
Forest Preserve areas. They are always located as close as possible to motorized travel
corridors, given safety, terrain and environmental constraints, and only rarely are any
segments of them located further than one mile away from the nearest of these corridors. They
are not duplicated or paralleled by other snowmobile trails. Some can be short, linking
communities to longer Class Il trails that connect two or more other communities.

Class I (Secondary Snowmobile Trails) - All other snowmobile trails that are not Community
Connector Trails are Secondary Snowmobile Trails. These trails are located in the periphery
of Wild Forest and other Forest Preserve areas where snowmobile trails are designated.”

They may be spur trails (perhaps leading to population areas and services such as repair
shops, service stations, restaurants and lodging), short loop trails or longer recreational trails.
If directly connected to Class Il trails, new and rerouted Class | trails are always located as
close as possible to — and no farther than one mile from — motorized travel corridors. If not
directly connected to Class Il trails, they are generally located within one mile of motorized
travel corridors, although some — with high recreational value — may be located beyond one
mile and may approach a remote interior area.

Snowmobile Use on Roads

Designated snowmobile routes can exist on Forest Preserve roads. Within the JRWF, the
proposed Round Pond Brook trail (Alt-B) will require the designation of 0.1 mile of the Round
Pond Road for snowmobile use between the Big Brook Road and easement lands. DEC
management of all such roads for motor vehicle use, including snowmobiles, is guided by
“CP-38 Forest Preserve Roads™ policy.

The DEC system of snowmobile trails has been used by the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation,
and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) to identify a snowmobile trail corridor system within the
unit as part of OPRHP’s statewide snowmobile trail network. OPRHP’s snowmobile trail
classification plays a major role in the amount of funding available for grooming and trail
maintenance. The Management Guidance utilizes a different trail classification system and
standards than that of OPRHP. Trails designated by OPRHP as snowmobile “corridor” or
“secondary” trails are eligible for OPRHP funding to support maintenance and grooming.

" Snowmobile trails may also be located in some Primitive areas and in Wilderness areas within 500 feet of
the Wilderness boundary.
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions

Unfunded snowmobile trails may be kept clear to their allowed width only where the cutting of
trees or other woody growth over three inches DBH is not necessary.
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions

Table XVIII - Multiple use trails (Existing, Closed, and Proposed snowmobile trails)

TRAIL NAME PRE-1972* || Existing Trail Trail Mileage to be || POST-UMP | Net Post-1972 | TYPE CLASS ?
MILEAGE | Mileage (2005) Opened (+) or MILEAGE |Gain (+) or
Closed (-) in UMP Loss (-)
Old Pre-1972 Snowmobile Trails No Longer Used for Snowmobiling
Gilman Lake to 1.5 miles NA 0 miles 1.5 miles 0 Old Closed, to
the north Re-open Snowmobi | be
le Trail reopened.
I, [3]
See
Dunning
Pond - IP
trail
Mud Lake Trail 2.4 miles NA 0 miles 2.4 miles 0 Old Closed, to
Eastern part of Re-open Snowmobi | be
Alt E, Option 3 le Trail reopened.
I, [3]
See Fish
Mt. trail
Indian Clearing 1.7 miles NA NA 0 miles -1.7 Old Closed to
Trails Snowmobi | snow-
le Trail mobiles
Panther Pond 1.2 miles NA NA 0 miles -1.2 Old Closed to
Trail Snowmobi | snow-
le Trail mobiles
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions

Mossy Vly Trail 2.7 miles NA NA 0 miles -2.7 Old OnlIP
Snowmobi | property
le Trail after land

exchange

Unnamed Willis  [[ 0.5 miles NA NA 0 miles -0.5 Old On IP

Mt. Segment Snowmobi | property
le Trail after land

exchange

Existing Snowmobile Trails to Remain Open

Bear Trap Brook [0 miles 1.4 miles, open 0 miles 1.4 miles +1.4 Snowmobi | I1, [1]

Trail (C8) after 1972 le -

Corridor ?

Fall Lake Trail 0.6 miles 0.6 miles 0 miles 0.6 miles 0 Snowmobi | I, [3]

(C4) le -

northern part Corridor ?

(from Piseco- [Propose

Perkins Clearing d for ATB

Trail and Fish Mt. and

Trail) equestria
n
designatio
n]

Fawn Lake Trail [ 1.0 miles 1.0 miles 0 miles 1.0 miles 0 Snowmobi | I1, [3]

(C4) eastern part le -

(from Fish Mt. Corridor *

Trail and Fawn [Propose

Lake) d for ATB
designatio
n]
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions

Lawrence Farm 0 miles 0.4 miles, open 0 miles 0.4 miles +0.4 Snowmobi | I1, [1]
Trail (C4) after 1972 le -
Corridor ?
Old Telephone 0 miles 2.0 miles, open 0 miles 2.0 miles +2.0 Snowmobi | 11, [3]
Line Trail western after 1972 le? Spur to
part [Propose | Perkins
(from IP lands to d for ATB | Clearing
NYS Route 30) and Rd will be
equestria | Class |
n
designatio
n]
Oxbow-Spy Lake [ 0 miles 2.3 miles 0 miles 2.3 miles 2.3 Snowmobi | 11, [1]
Trail (C8) le -
Corridor ?
western part
(from NP trail to
private boundary)
Oxbow-Spy Lake [ O miles 0.5 miles 0 miles 0.5 miles 0.5 Snowmobi | I, [1]
Trail (C8) le -
eastern part Corridor ?

(from NP trail to
private boundary
near Oxbow
Lake)
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions

Piseco-Perkins 1.0 miles 1.0 miles 0 miles 1.0 miles 0 Snowmobi | I, [3]
Clearing Trail le -
(C4/C8) Corridor ?
southern part [Propose
(between private d for ATB
land and Fall and
Lake intersection) equestria
n
designatio
n]
Rudeston Hill 1.0 miles 1.0 miles 0 miles 1.0 miles 0 Snowmobi | 1, [1]
Trail (C8) le -
western part Corridor *
(from Fish Mt.
Trail to private
land)
Perkins Clearing | 1.0 mile 2.0 mile 0 mile 2.0 mile +1.0 mile Snowmobi | I1, [3]
- Lewey Lake (estimated) || (estimated) (estimated) [ (estimated) le -
Trail (C8)°® Corridor ?
Existing Snowmobile Trails to Be Closed to Snowmobiling
Abandon Mossy 0 miles 1.2 miles, open -1.2 miles 0 miles 0 Snowmobi | To Be
Vly spur trail after 1972 le Closed
Crow Hill Trail 0 miles 0.5 miles, openin |[-0.5 miles 0 miles 0 Snowmobi | II, [1]
(C8) 1975 le - To Be
Corridor ® | Closed,
relocated
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions

Piseco-Perkins 5.4 miles 5.4 miles -5.4 miles 0 miles -5.4 Snowmobi | Proposed
Clearing Trail le - IX
(C4/C8) Corridor ?
northern part [Propose
(between Fall d for ATB
Lake intersection and
and easement equestria
lands) n

designatio

n]
Dunning Pond 4.6 miles 4.6 miles -4.6 miles 0 miles -4.6 Snowmobi | Proposed
Trail (Previous le 35 IX
S48)* rehabilita

te -

Proposed

for foot

and ATB

designatio

n]
Fall Lake Trail 0.5 miles 0.5 miles -0.5 miles 0 miles -0.5 Snowmobi
(C4) le -
southern part Corridor ?
(section between
Fish Mt. Trail and
Oxbow Lake)
Rudeston Hill 0.2 miles 0.2 miles -0.2 miles 0 miles -0.2 Snowmobi
Trail (C8) le -
eastern part Corridor *
(between Fish Mt.
Trail and Oxbow
Lake)
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions

Oxbow- 0 miles 0.8 miles, open -0.8 miles 0 miles 0 Snowmobi
Sacandaga Lake after 197 le -
Trail (C4)* Corridor ®
Fawn Lake Trail [ 2.6 miles 2.6 miles -2.6 miles 0 miles -2.6 Snowmobi
(C4) western part (mileage includes le -
(section between closing of spur to Corridor ?
Piseco-Perkins Sacandaga Lake) [Propose
Clearing Trail d for ATB
and Fawn Lake) designatio

n]
Old Telephone 0 miles 1.8 miles, added in [ -1.8 miles to be 0 miles 0 Snowmobi | Proposed
Line Trail 1981 closed le IX
eastern part (mileage includes [Propose
(from NYS Route closing of spur d for ATB |-
30 to Indian west of NYS Route and
Lake) 30) equestria

n

designatio

n]
Proposed New Snowmobile Trails
Proposed Crow NA NA less than 0.1 miles | less than 0.1 | +less than 0.1 | Snowmobi | 11, [1]
Hill Relocation miles le -

Corridor 3
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Proposed NA NA +0.5 miles 0.5 miles +0.5 Snowmobi | I1, [3]
Dunning Pond-IP le -
Trail Corridor 3
Proposed Fish NA NA +7.6 miles 7.6 miles 7.6 Snowmobi | 11, [3]
Mountain Trail le -
Corridor 3
Mud Lake Spur NA NA +0.4 miles 0.4 miles +0.4 Snowmobi | II, [3]
le -
Corridor 3
Moffit Beach NA NA +0.4 miles 0.4 miles 0.4 Snowmobi | I, [3]
Campground le -
Spur Corridor ?
(0.5 miles on IU
lands, 0.4 miles
on JRWF)
Brister Brook NA NA +1.6 miles 1.6 miles 1.6 Snowmobi | 11, [3]
Trail le -
(part east of NYS +0.1 miles 0.1 miles +0.1 Corridor ?
30)
Proposed Page NA NA +0.5 miles 0.5 miles +0.5 Snowmobi | 1, [3]
Street Trail le -
Secondar
y 3
Proposed NA NA +0.3 miles 0.3 miles +0.3 Snowmobi | I, [1]
Rudeston Hill le -
Access Trail Secondar
y
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Proposed Round NA NA +2.0 miles 2.0 miles +2.0 Snowmobi | I, [3]
Pond Brook Trail le -
Alt-B Secondar
y 3
Adjusted 27.9 miles* 29.5 miles® | Net Gain of
Snowmobile Trail 1.6 miles
Mileage

! This pre-1972 snowmobile trail mileage is based upon DEC records and Snowmobile Trails in New York State publication dated 1972. The
exact locations of some pre-1972 snowmobile trail were not known and the method used in the past to determine trail distance could not be
determined. To address the discrepancy between trail length measured in the field by rolatape and other trail measurement methods, DEC and
APA staff jointly reviewed existing documents, staff communications, and maps to arrive at the estimated 27.9 miles of pre-1972 snowmobile
trail mileage. The mileage figures in this table are based on map measurements and were developed for planning purposes only. Most existing
trails were measured more accurately on the ground, with mileage shown in Appendix 2.

2 Classification descriptions can be found in Appendix 13. Number after class refers to expected maintenance standard based upon expected or
designated use: [1]-snowmobile only, [2]-snowmobile and foot, [3]-snowmobile and all other legal uses, [4]-all terrain bicycles and foot

® All or portions of these trails are part of current OPRHP “corridor or secondary trails” and signed with OPRHP markers. After construction of
the proposed community connector trails, the OPRHP designation is likely to change for some of these trails. All maintenance will be conducted
following the Management Guidance in accordance with each trail class.

* To comply with the Management Guidance, the Dunning Pond and Oxbow -Sacandaga Lake trails and portions of the Fawn Lake, Fall Lake,
Rudeston Hill and Piseco - Perkins Clearing Trails will be closed to snowmobiles. Existing trails will not be closed until the new proposed trails
are constructed. Post-UMP mileage refers to snowmobile mileage after all proposed trail construction, relocation, and closure, and includes
mileage of existing trails that will remain open.

® A total of approximately 4.2 miles of this snowmobile trail is located adjacent to or in very close proximity to NYS Route 30. While a large
portion of this trail is believed to be along the road shoulder or within the DOT ROW, the extent of snowmaobile trail within DOT lands has not
been established in the field and was estimated for inclusion in the table. Based upon personal correspondence with the local forest ranger, the
original roadside snowmobile trail is believed to have been in existence pre-1972. This roadside trail was re-opened to snowmobiles in 1994
(including a new 800 foot trail relocation to allow for a safe stream crossing) pursuant to the APA/DEC Memorandum of Understanding.
Portions of the trail are believed to cross JRWF lands. For planning purposes 2.0 miles was estimated for the trail length over JRWF lands,
including a section of trail on the west side of NYS Route 30 south of Mason Lake. The choice of a preferred alternative to connect Speculator
with Indian Lake avoiding Lewey Lake and Indian Lake crossings, if possible, will be decided through a UMP amendment.

Note: Trails that will have portions closed to snowmobiling are listed in both the trails to remain open and trails to close columns depending on
the future status of the particular trail segment. A total of approximately 1.3 miles of ““old town road” that crosses JRWF lands is also a
designated snowmobile trail. This portion of the Wells-Speculator Trail is not under DEC jurisdiction and is maintained by the town. This
snowmobile use does not count against the mileage cap due to the probable public highway status.
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions

Snowmobile Trails

Present Conditions:

Snowmobiling is a major recreational industry in NYS, attracting many users to areas with
suitable snow cover within the Adirondack Park. The basis for long-term, quality
snowmobiling is a well designed and constructed trail system. The State recognizes the
importance of snowmobiling to communities within Adirondack Park and to those who enjoy
this increasingly popular sport. The Department recognizes the assertion by local communities
that development of snowmobile trail networks has the potential to increase economic benefits
for communities in New York State.

On May 4, 1995 the Hamilton County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution that requested
DEC policy be amended to allow all snowmobile trails, where feasible to be widened to a
maximum 12 foot width. This resolution was based upon economic and safety reasons.
Hamilton County's winter economy is dependent to a large degree on public recreational use of
the snowmobile. County officials believe that the ability to provide safe, well maintained trails
in order to compete with other regions such as Canada and Maine, is dependent on wider trails
to accommodate better grooming equipment. The opinion of the board of supervisors and
Hamilton County Planning Department is that DEC's policy was established based on the types
of snowmobiles used in the 1970's and is no longer appropriate today. Environmental groups
argue that the APSLMP requires that snowmobile trails ““have essentially the same character
as a foot trail”” and that wider trails may also be unconstitutional. Proper trail layout will
minimize the need for physical alteration of the trail during construction to help ensure both
"community connector” and "secondary” snowmobile trails will retain essential characteristics
of foot trails.

Most of the JRWF trails were developed in the 1960's when snowmobiles were narrower in
width and capable of traversing more rugged terrain. Today's machines are generally heavier
and wider and are much more dependent on a groomed trail surface than were sleds of a
decade or more ago. In addition, the type of grooming equipment has changed over the years.
The size of machinery has varied from home-made equipment (a snowmobile dragging bed
springs) to larger twin-tracked units with a hydraulically controlled groomer. While some
groomers may exceed 25 feet in length and 6,000 pounds in weight, the majority of the
grooming within the JRWF is done by a snowmobile pulling a drag. In some parts of area trails
there is not sufficient room for a snowmobile to pull off the groomed trail to allow a
snowmobile from the opposite direction to pass by safely.

A few incidents of snowmobilers breaking through the ice on Indian Lake, Lake Pleasant, and
other area waters have occurred within recent years. Concerns over these water crossings,
rough existing trail conditions, aesthetics, and improved accessibility of the Indian Lake trail
system have prompted an identification of existing problems and solutions for the snowmobile
trails within the JRWF.

The rehabilitation of existing trails in JRWF, closure of trails, and the designation of new trails
for snowmobile use proposed for the JRWF will address critical snowmobiling needs within the
unit. All new trail construction and rehabilitation of existing trails will comply with
Management Guidance. The ability to use private lands and/or routes parallel and near to
travel/transportation corridors was considered impractical due to the numerous private
landowners, residential development, and dependency on road crossings to avoid obstacles.
The intent of these proposed snowmobile trail projects is to provide quality trails that links
communities, limits road shoulder riding and frozen water crossings, while enabling the
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions
average snowmobile operator to negotiate the trail with little or no difficulty.

Discussion of “No Material Increase”

The APSLMP requires that there be no “material increase in the mileage of roads and
snowmobile trails open to motorized use by the public in wild forest areas that conformed to the
master plan at the time of its original adoption in 1972". Further, the APSLMP states that “the
mileage of snowmobile trails lost in the designation of wilderness, primitive and canoe areas
may be replaced in wild forest areas with existing roads or abandoned wood roads as a basis of
such new snowmobile trail construction, except in rare circumstances requiring the cutting of
new trails;”” and that ““wherever feasible such replacement mileage should be located in the
general area as where mileage is lost due to wilderness, primitive or canoe classification.”

In the winter of 2001, the DEC performed a GPS survey of all known existing snowmobile trails
on Adirondack Forest Preserve lands. As a result of this survey and more accurate field
measurements using a rolatape, it was determined that 28.3 miles of existing snowmobile trail
were within the JRWF. This information was incorporated into the facilities map in the
Appendix. With the completion of the Arietta relocation onto reclassified lands in 2004/2005,
1.3 miles of new trail was constructed and 0.3 miles of old trail was abandoned, resulting in a
new total of 31.3 miles of snowmobile trail currently within the JRWF.

While the material increase provision applies to all wild forest areas on a Park-wide basis,
efforts are made during the planning process to close unsuitable snowmobile trails to help
compensate for new snowmobile trail mileage for necessary relocations or new community
connector links. In order to determine if “a material increase™ in trail mileage is proposed in
this UMP, it was necessary to document historic mileage in the unit. DEC and APA staff jointly
reviewed existing documents, staff communications, and maps to arrive at an adjusted 27.9
miles of pre-1972 snowmobile trail mileage for the JRWF. Implementation of all the proposed
trail closings and new snowmobile trails in this UMP will result in a net gain of 1.6 miles

from pre-1972 JRWF mileage. (See table XVIII).

In an effort to concentrate efforts on the most important snowmobile trail proposals and reduce
the miles of new snowmobile trail, the proposed Bear Trap Brook relocation identified in the
draft and proposed final draft plans was removed since it is not considered necessary at this
time. The proposed Bear Trap Brook relocation will be reconsidered through an amendment to
the plan if conditions change that would require moving the trail from private land. Other trail
proposals that will be further explored through a UMP amendment include a snowmobile trail
from Lewey Lake to Indian Lake that minimizes ice crossings.

Public comments received by the APA on the proposed final Draft Jessup River Wild Forest
UMP, recent purchase of recreational rights on adjacent International Paper Company lands,
and the desire to insure the best possible future snowmobile trail system for the area, led the
Department to consider various snowmobile trail configurations for the southern portion of the
JRWF. The Department prepared a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement to the
Proposed Final JRWF UMP/FEIS to address proposed changes to the snowmobile trail
network in the towns of Lake Pleasant and Arietta. Proposed changes to sections of corridor
snowmobile trail in the Fish Mountain/Fawn Lake Area are analyzed in detail in Appendix 25.
Public input was used to fine tune the alternative analysis and the preferred alternative.

The APSLMP specifies that snowmobile trails should be designed and located in a manner that
will not adversely affect adjoining private landowners or the wild forest environment, and that
deer wintering yards and other important wildlife and resource areas should be avoided by
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Section IV - Proposed Management Actions
such trails. The APSLMP further provides that appropriate opportunities to improve the
snowmobile trail system may be pursued where the impact on the Wild Forest environment will
be minimized. In addition the APSLMP, on page 36 recognizes snowmobiling as an appropriate
use in Wild Forest areas and provides that ““existing roads or abandoned woods roads... [will
form the basis of] new snowmobile trail construction, except in rare circumstances requiring
the cutting of new trails.” The proposed Fish Mountain and Dunning Pond - IP trails will
utilize sections of abandoned woods roads.

Snowmobile Trails Proposals

In November, 2009 the Adirondack Park Agency found the Department’s Management
Guidance to be consistent with the APSLMP. This 2010 Amendment to the 2006 Jessup River
Wild Forest UMP, pursuant to the 2009 Guidance, proposes the development of new trails,
relocation and closure of some existing trails and classifies each trail segment.

Proposed Snowmobile Trail Class Designation )

Snowmobile trails have been classified in accordance with the Management Guidance and
based on the ultimate trail configuration proposed for the unit. Snowmobile trails that are
proposed to be closed have not been classified since snowmobile use will only be allowed until
the replacement trails are built. Decisions about what type of grooming equipment will be
allowed on each trail will be made year by year through the work planning process.

Trails within JRWF to be designated as Class |

Piseco-Perkins Clearing Trail - (1.0 mile, between private land and Fall Lake intersection)
The section of trail between private lands and Fall Lake (including short spur to Piseco
Airport) will continue to be maintained for snowmobile use.

Fall Lake Trail - (0.6 mile section between Piseco-Perkins Clearing Trail and Fish Mt. Trail)
This moderate use trail is part of OPRHP designated C4 that crosses Fall Lake. The existing
crossing over the ice of this small waterbody has been in existence for many years and in the
opinion of local riders, freezes early and adequately during most winters.

Rudeston Hill Trail - (1.0 mile section from Fish Mt. Trail to private land on the north)
This high use trail is part of OPRHP designated C8 with a spur on private land connecting to
Piseco Lake.

Oxbow-Spy Lake Trail - (0.5 mile section between the NP trail easterly to the private land)
This 0.5 mile spur trail will provide access to Oxbow Lake once the shoulder of County Route
24 is designated for snowmobiling and the Fish Mt. Trail is constructed.

Old Telephone Line Trail - (0.4 mile spur trail to Perkins Clearing Road)
This trail allows alternative access from the town highway.

Rudeston Hill Access Snowmobile trail - (0.3 miles)
This trail will provide snowmobile access from public parking at the town of Arietta Community
Hall to the existing trail system before Oxbow or Piseco Lake are safely frozen.

Page Street Snowmobile Trail - (0.5 miles)

This trail will be the relocation of the existing high use trail that is dangerously close to traffic
out of visual sight from Page Street and screened from the ROW. By moving the existing trail
outside the road ROW and screened from view the trail will be easier to maintain and provide a
more enjoyable snowmobiling experience.
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Round Pond Brook Trail - (2.7 miles)

In 1995, the Indian Lake town board voted to authorize this trail in addition to approving
designation of Jerry Savarie Road as a snowmobile trail. This trail will enable residents of the
Big Brook area and the general public (once the new parking area is built) to connect with the
town and county snowmobile trail systems. While the trail will pass through the center of a
3,800 acre tract, the trail will be located within a mile of motorized travel corridors.

Trails within JRWF to be designated as Class |1

Bear Trap Brook Trail - (1.4 miles)

This high use trail is part of OPRHP designated C8 allowing a connection between the
community of Indian Lake with snowmobile trails in the Moose River Plains Area and the
community of Inlet. While the trail passes through the center of a 1,600 acre tract, it is located
in the periphery of the unit and is within a mile of the Cedar River Road and NYS Route 28/30.
A future trail easement will secure the private land crossing over Upper Hudson Woodlands
property.

Proposed Crow Hill Trail - (0.1 miles)

The purpose of this relocation is to realign some private land crossings and to move the existing
trail section over JRWF lands from an unsuitable wet section along a creek bed. This change
substitute approximately .5 miles of trail on JRWF lands, for a new trail section that crosses
less than 0.1 mile of JRWF lands in the northwest corner of Lot 27.

Crow Hill Trail - (0.5 miles)

This high use trail is part of OPRHP designated C8 allowing a connection between the
communities of Speculator and Indian Lake. While the trail passes through the center of a 125
acre parcel, it is located near the periphery of the unit boundary and is within a mile of NYS
Route 30. The trail is proposed for closure following relocation of the majority of the trail to
private lands on the north.

Fawn Lake Trail - (1.0 mile section between proposed Fawn Lake Road parking and Fawn
Lake)

This high use trail is part of OPRHP designated C4, enhancing the connection between
Speculator and Arietta. Currently groomed by a tracked groomer. The eastern part of this trail
is within a mile of the Fawn Lake Road and will become part of the proposed Fish Mountain
trail.

Lawrence Farm Trail - (0.4 miles)

This high use trail is part of OPRHP designated C4, providing a land based connection
between Speculator and easements lands to the north, with trails forking north to Indian Lake
or west to Arietta. The trail is located adjacent to the state boundary and is within a mile of
NYS Route 30. It will become the eastern end of the proposed Fish Mountain trail.

Old Telephone Line Trail - (1.6 mile section between easement lands and NYS Route 30)

This moderate use trail is within a mile of motorized travel corridors and was originally part of
OPRHP designated C8. More recently the C8 designation follows the northen end of the town
maintained Perking Clearing Road. The trail allows a connection between the community of
Speculator (and other communities to the east and west) and Indian Lake. This trail in
combination with the Perkins Clearing - Lewey Lake trail.
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Oxbow-Spy Lake Trail - (2.7 miles between the NP trail intersection and private lands to the
west)

This moderate use trail is part of OPRHP designated C8 allowing a connection between Arietta
trails and points east with Morehouse and Herkimer County or communities in Fulton County
via the Powley Road. While a portion of this trail is adjacent to the Silver Lake Wilderness, the
trail is within a mile of a motorized travel corridor and motorized waterbodies and is located
along the periphery of the unit.

Perkins Clearing - Lewey Lake Trail - (estimated two miles of this trail is outside of the road
ROW over JRWF lands).

This moderate use trail is part of OPRHP designated C8 allowing a connection between the
community of Speculator (and other communities to the east and west) and Indian Lake. This
trail is within a mile of a motorized travel corridor and will be classified as a Class Il trail. A
UMP amendment will address future relocations of the trail to the north to remove the trail, if
possible from the frozen surface of Lewey and/or Indian Lake.

Proposed Fish Mountain Trail (12.1 miles, including trails to Mud Lake and Brister Brook)
This proposal will provide a snowmobile trail leading to and from Speculator without requiring
the use of the frozen surfaces of Lake Pleasant or Sacandaga Lake. The trail is within a mile of
motorized travel corridors and motorized waterbodies and is located in the periphery of the
unit. Following its construction, significant portions of the Piseco - Perkins Clearing and Fawn
Lake snowmaobile trails will be closed to snowmobiling. Within the Perkins Clearing and
Speculator Tree Farm Easement Area, the location of snowmobile trails can change annually to
avoid timber harvesting operations conducted in the winter. Portions or entire sections of town
highway such as the Perkins Clearing Road can be closed by the town to snowmobiling when
the roads are plowed for logging access. The proposed siting of the Fish Mountain trail is
designed to include a fork to Mud Lake and easement lands to the north in addition to a fork to
the east (Brister Brook) which should ensure this important snowmobile community connector
trail remains available for use independent of these potential road closures.

Proposed Dunning Pond - International Paper Snowmobile Trail (2.5 miles)

The current town of Wells snowmobile trail to Speculator uses a combination of DOT
shoulders along NYS Route 30, unplowed town roads, and private land. It is considered
unsuitable for a ““‘community connector” trail due to safety concerns, maintenance problems,
and conflicts with public motor vehicle use of the highway. This proposal will utilize a
combination of private land, JRWF, road shoulder, and easement lands to provide a land-based
snowmobile trail connection from Wells to Speculator without requiring the use of NYS Route
30 ROW. From the NYS Route 30 crossing the trail will proceed north using roads and trails
on easement land to reach the village of Speculator. The portion of the trail across JRWF lands
trail is within a mile of motorized travel corridors.

Proposed Snowmobile Trail Closures

Removing some snowmobile trails or trail segments from the existing network is central to the
balance sought in providing a net benefit™ to the Forest Preserve while also providing for key
improvements in snowmobile riding in the Park. A map identifying what parts of the JRWF
would meet the definition of ““remote interior” as defined in the "Management Guidance™ can
be found in the Map Appendix.

“For a discussion of the “net benefit” concept, see page 187 of the_Snowmobile Plan for the Adirondack
Park/Final Generic Environmental Impact Statement, October 2006.
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In proposing trails or trail segments for redesignation or abandonment, these "Management
Guidance™ criteria were followed:

* do not provide safe snowmobiling conditions;

The Management Guidance specifies that: “snowmobile trails will be sited with the objective to
avoid locations that present safety hazards such as...crossings of frozen surfaces of water
bodies such as rivers, lakes and ponds. If suitable alternative routes are designated or
developed, trails that lead riders to unsafe locations will be closed to snowmobile use...”

Old Telephone Line Trail - (1.8 mile eastern section between NYS Route 30 and Indian Lake
and 0.3 mile section west of NYS Route 30)

The eastern part of the Old Telephone Line trail ended at a frozen water surface, requiring
snowmobilers going north from the Speculator area to ride the Jessup River arm of Indian Lake
crossing an unsafe location known as the “narrows™. Following an accident, the town
abandoned grooming and maintenance on this trail. Since a combination of the western part of
the Old Telephone Line trail and the Perkins Clearing - Lewey Lake trail is the official
community connector trail, this section of trail is proposed for closure and conversion to non-
motorized uses.

Lake Access Spur Trails - (0.2 mile spur trail to Sacandaga Lake in the vicinity of the Fawn
Lake Road, 0.2 mile and 0.5 mile spur trails on the north side of Oxbow Lake)

Construction of the Fish Mt. trail will provide a Community Connector Trail reaching between
Speculator and Arietta that will eliminate the need to cross Oxbow and Sacandaga Lakes. Three
existing spur trails leading directly to these waterbodies. Leaving these spur trails would
encourage use of the lake as part of a long distance trail ride whereas creation of the land
based trail eliminates the need to cross lakes in making these community connections (pursuant
to the Management Guidelines.) For ice fishing and other winter recreational pursuits that are
not part of long-distance travel, snowmobile access to the ice on Sacandaga Lake will be
provided at Moffitt Beach Campground, and snowmobile access to the ice on Oxbow Lake will
remain possible from the western end of the lake.

* penetrate the more remote areas of large Wild Forest parcels or traverse an existing
undeveloped forest corridor connecting two or more remote interior areas in the Forest
Preserve;

The Management Guidance specifies that: “snowmobile trails will be sited with the objective to
avoid areas considered environmentally sensitive such as:...remote interior areas...” : Portions
of the Piseco-Perkins Clearing (including Mossy Vly spur) and Fawn Lake trails are located
within a remote interior area.

Piseco-Perkins Clearing Trail - (7.5 mile section between Fall Lake intersection and easement
lands, includes Mossy Vly spur)

This moderate use trail is part of OPRHP designated C4/C8. The northern part is an interior
trail proposed for closure and conversion to non-motorized uses following construction of the

Fish Mountain trail.

Fawn Lake Trail - (3.2 mile section between Fawn Lake and the Piseco-Perkins Clearing Trail)
This high use trail is part of OPRHP designated C4. The western part is an interior trail
proposed for closure and conversion to non-motorized uses following construction of the Fish
Mountain trail.
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» are located near Wilderness area boundaries;
Portions of the existing Piseco-Perkins Clearing trail are very close to the West Canada Lake
Wilderness.

« are redundant trails, or are part of an unnecessarily dense, local snowmobile trail network
where opportunities for quiet, non-motorized use of trails are rare or nonexistent; As
mentioned previously the Management Guidance specifies that: ““...If suitable alternative routes
are designated or developed, trails that lead riders to unsafe locations will be closed to
snowmobile use...”

Oxbow-Sacandaga Lake Trail - (0.8 miles)

This high use trail is part of OPRHP designated C4 that connects these two waterbodies and
the Village of Speculator with the town of Arietta and communities to the west. The Oxbow-
Sacandaga Lake trail is considered a redundant parallel trail since the proposed Fish
Mountain trail will provide a land based trail suitable for long distance snowmobile traffic. The
trail is proposed for closure following construction of the Fish Mountain trail.

« are no longer used or receive only minimal public use;

Dunning Pond Trail - (4.6 miles)

This low use trail has not been groomed over the last several years. This trail is proposed for
closure and conversion to non-motorized uses following construction of the Dunning Pond-IP
trail. No grooming is anticipated given the bridge washout and rough trail condition.

» might encourage illegal motorized access to public and private lands or create significant
potential conflicts with adjacent property owners;

* incur unusually high snowmobile trail maintenance costs.
Sections of the Dunning Pond trail are narrow, boulder-strewn and rough, and would require
significant rehabilitation to make suitable for modern day snowmobiling.

All old snowmobile trails that are no longer used (See Table XVIII) will have any remaining
snowmobile trail markers removed and the trails will be officially closed to snowmobile use.
Other trails that are currently designated and scheduled for closure, will be officially closed
following the construction of replacement trails.

Snowmobile Trail Siting Criteria

The “Management Guidance™ includes criteria to identify defined geographic areas where
different classes of snowmobile trails should be located in relation to roads and boundaries.
Examples include:

* Reconfiguration of the snowmobile trail system on Forest Preserve lands, shifting
snowmobile use from the remote interior or Wild Forest areas to the periphery.

The 47,350 acre JRWF is quite fragmented, consisting of numerous distinct tracts separated by
major highways or waterbodies. A few isolated parcels are less than 100 acres, while some
contiguous tracts exceed 7,000 acres in size. Portions of the existing Piseco-Perkins Clearing
(including Mossy Vly spur) and Fawn Lake trails are located within a remote interior” area. In

" The geographic area more distant than two miles from the nearest motorized travel corridors in all directions.
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addition, a part of the Piseco-Perkins Clearing snowmobile trail within the town of Arietta is
located very near the eastern boundary of the West Canada Lake Wilderness in the vicinity of
the Northville-Lake Placid Trail. Other trails to remain open, such as the Bear Trap Brook and
Crow Hill trails that cross the middle of some JRWF tracts, are in close proximity to motorized
travel corridors. In the case of the Dunning Pond snowmobile trail, portions of the existing trail
are farther than one mile from the nearest motorized travel corridor.

* Locate ""community connector™ trails as close as possible to existing non-snowmaobile motor
vehicle routes and motorized waterbodies and no further than one mile from these unless
terrain, environmental factors or the need to connect existing trail segments requires trail
siting further into the interior of a Wild Forest unit.

Without exception, existing JRWF Class Il trails that will remain open to snowmobiling and
future proposed snowmobile trails will comply with this requirement. The proposed
development of the Fish Mountain and Wells-1P snowmobile community connector trails will
move snowmobiling to locations closer to the Wild Forest boundary and/or public highways.
The designation of the Perkins Clearing - Lewey Lake Trail as a Class Il trail will allow
important maintenance work on the only direct snowmobile connection between Speculator and
Indian Lake. Although the portion north of Mason Lake is mostly a roadside trail that weaves
in and out of DOT ROW, one of the benefits of its proximity to the highway is enhanced public
safety, since cell phone coverage in this area is poor.

* Locate newer re-routed secondary trails within periphery of Wild Forest areas, and only
beyond one mile from motorized travel corridors when the recreational value is high and
when impacts to sensitive interior areas are minimal.

Existing JRWF Class I trails that will remain open to snowmobiling and proposed snowmobile
trails comply with this requirement. While the proposed development of the Round Pond Brook
trail will locate a new snowmobile trail through the center of a 3,800 acre tract, the entire trail
will be located within a mile of motorized travel corridors.

Oxbow to Spy Lake Snowmobile Trail Relocation and Town of Arietta Reclassification Update
In 2004, approximately 145 acres of Silver Lake Wilderness were reclassified to JRWF to
correct a jurisdictional conflict between the town’s Local Land Use Plan and the Wilderness
Critical Environmental Area. It also allowed for the relocation of a section of existing
snowmobile trail over private lands to State land, since landowner permission for the trail was
revoked, effectively cutting off the land based snowmobile route between Arietta and
Morehouse. Several options were considered on how to best address snowmobile use in the
area.

No Action Alternative - The first option considered was to do nothing and allow use to continue
as it was. Since the owner of private property requested that the trail be removed from the
property, the trail had to be relocated or closed. While closure would have eliminated 1.8 miles
of snowmobile trail in the JRWF, it would have limited riding early and late in the season by
forcing snowmobilers to cross the frozen water surface of Piseco Lake to ride between
Morehouse and Arietta. DEC and OPRHP are attempting to remove trails from waterbodies
whenever possible for public safety reasons. Therefore, the no-action alternative was not
suitable.

Relocation to NYS Route 8 - This alternative would have required constructing a section of
new snowmobile trail for a distance of approximately one-half mile over rugged terrain to
reach the shoulder of NYS Route 8. The trail would have continued along Route 8 for a
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distance of approximately 1-1/2 miles to the Oxbow Inn. This route would have required the
trail to cross numerous driveways to private property and could have involved several road
crossings to avoid ROW obstacles. The safety of road crossing and potential negative impacts
to adjoining landowners limited the desirability of this alternative.

Relocation to Private Land North of NYS Route 8 - This alternative would have required use
of a small portion of NYS Route 8 ROW and private lands to the north of the highway to
intersect the Old Parrish Road then east for 0.2 mile to CR24 and along the road right-of-way
to the town of Arietta community hall. A bridge would have been necessary to cross the outlet of
Oxbow Lake. This alternative, while viable, would have relied completely on the permission of
private landowners and would have been subject to closure at any time.

Relocation to Piseco Lake over JRWF lands - This alternative would have required
constructing one mile of new snowmobile trail over unsuitable steep and rugged terrain ending
at Piseco Lake, where riding the frozen surface to connect with the rest of the trails in the town
of Arietta would have also been required.

Relocation to Reclassified Lands - This alternative was chosen as the preferred option since it
avoided unsafe lake crossings and road shoulder riding, and it did not require the use of
private land. The proposal was developed in consultation with the APA, with opportunity for
public and environmental review occurring during the reclassification process. A Long Form
EAF was prepared for the action and a negative declaration was issued.

This proposal had some precedent; in 1982 there was a reclassification of approximately one
mile of snowmobile trail behind the Piseco School from Wilderness to Wild Forest in an effort
to accommodate the existing trail and snowmobile use.

The 2004/2005 trail relocation moved the existing snowmobile trail to the south of a large
wetland area, thereby avoiding private land. The 1.3 miles of new snowmobile trail are offset
slightly by the closure of 0.3 miles of existing trail. A 0.6 mile portion of the new trail follows
an old road. Work on the trail required the cutting of 210 trees over 3" in diameter and the
building of a few bridges ranging from eight to 40 feet long. (See map in Section IV-E)

Objectives:
o Address snowmobile trail safety concerns.
o Maintained trails according to their classification with all work confined to the allowed

trail width. The Management Guidance will guide maintenance and future
management. In all cases, wetland permits will be secured from the APA if determined
to be necessary.

o Identify snowmobile trails within the JRWF that no longer are necessary or feasible to
rehabilitate.

Management Actions:

o Remove obstructions (rocks, stumps, and brush) from the trail surface, in accordance
with the Management Guidance. (OP)

o Develop LAC standards for snowmobile trails. (LF)

o Monitor trail conditions closely to ensure compliance with LAC standards. Designated

trails will be posted as closed either seasonally, temporarily, or permanently if level of
conflicts and/or resource impacts exceeds thresholds established through the LAC
process until impacts are remediated and/or conflicts resolved. (LF/OP)
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Remove snowmobile trail markers and re-designate Dunning Pond trail as foot/ATB
trail. This trail has received little snowmobile use over the last several years and has
not been groomed. Even though the trail follows sections of old roads, numerous
boulders and terrain constraints make the trail unsuitable for snowmobiling. In
accordance with Department policy, snowmobile trails recommended for closure will be
converted to cross-country ski trails or foot trails, when appropriate. The snowmobile
trail mileage lost in closure will help offset some of the additional new mileage for
important trail linkages or relocations. (OP)

Rehabilitate Rudeston Hill trail (NYS Corridor 4) + 0.1 miles The western portion of
this trail was relocated in 2000 in consultation with the APA. Since the initial effort
concentrated on having a useable trail in place before winter, the only work that
occurred included tree and blowdown removal and the construction of one bridge under
a wetlands permit. Parts of the trail have trail obstacles consisting mainly of hummocks
and rocks, that impede the ability to enjoy this trail safely. Minor rehabilitation work is
a high priority for this heavily used trail. Some of the existing bridges will have to be
rebuilt to meet DEC standards. Mud spots may need bridging, relocation, or hardening.
Block illegal access trails. (LF/OP)

Construct Fish Mountain trail to replace NYS Corridor 8 and 4) + 7.6 miles. Project
will also include additional 0.4 mile spur trail to Mud Lake and the reopening of the 2.4
mile Mud Lake snowmobile trail to connect with parking at Moffit Beach Campground.
An additional 1.7 mile spur trail will be developed parallel to Brister Brook. (LF/OP)
Construct Page Street trail (NYS Secondary) + 0.5 miles. - (See Section VI.) (LF/OP)
Relocate Crow Hill trail (NYS Corridor 4) + 0 .1 miles. - (See Section V1.) (LF/OP)
Investigate Speculator - Indian Lake snowmobile trail alternatives to avoid ice crossings
on Lewey and/or Indian Lake. (See Section VI.) (LF/OP)

Construct Dunning Pond - International Paper Snowmobile trail (+ 2.5 miles)

The town of Wells supervisor and staff proposed a relocation of the existing Dunning
Pond snowmobile trail in order to provide a better snowmobile connection between the
communities of Wells and Speculator. The current trail to Speculator uses a
combination of DOT shoulders along NYS Route 30, unplowed town roads, and private
lands and is considered unsuitable for a ““community connector” trail due to safety
concerns, maintenance problems, and conflicts with public motor vehicle use of the
highway.

A new trail is proposed that would begin in the Hamlet of Wells, proceed northwesterly
over private lands and/or Niagara Mohawk property along an existing utility ROW
intersecting Gilmantown Road in the vicinity of Gilman Lake. From the powerline, the
trail would continue northwesterly a short distance along the road ROW to reach the
entrance of an old woods road. No JRWF lands would be crossed to this point.
Snowmobile use over the town road from this point into Speculator is not possible
because the town of Lake Pleasant opposes the designation of the Gilmantown Road for
this use. A new snowmobile trail on JRWF lands will be designated over an existing old
road for a distance of approximately 2.5 miles to the Lyme Adirondack Timberlands,
LLC (formerly International Paper Company) property line. Over trail easement on
Lyme LLC lands, the trail will continue on existing Lyme LLC roads crossing NYS Route
30, and continuing on easement roads and trails into Speculator. The need for bridging
or other trail hardening techniques is unknown at this time. There would be only
minimal tree cutting needed due to the existing width of the old road. Before trail
construction begins, a work plan, including a tree count, will be completed.
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The Dunning Pond-IP trail relocation combined with utility line ROW and private
timber company lands will allow for an adequate community connector route between
Wells and Speculator, bypassing the existing section of trail with the most problems. The
existing NYS Route 30 roadside snowmobile trail” section north of Wells stays almost
entirely within the DOT road ROW, requiring a snowmobile rider to traverse numerous
obstacles including guard rails, metal signs, and sidehill banks. To safely accommodate
its use as a “community connector”’, the trail would have to be relocated farther back
from the road edge. Large areas of rocky, steep sidehill terrain would limit the ability
to construct an adequate trail without a large degree of terrain modification to both
State and adjoining private lands.

The new proposed snowmobile route will reduce significantly the number of highway
ROW miles for the main connecting snowmobile trail between the two communities. The
portion of the trail over Forest Preserve land will be considered a Class Il corridor
snowmobile trail and will be marked with blue trail markers. It is expected to receive
heavy use but will not be designed to accommodate other recreational uses due to the
private land and ROW crossings. The portion over JRWF lands from Gilmantown Road
to the IP boundary could be used for general foot access. (LF/OP)

Construct Rudeston Hill Access Snowmobile trail (+ 0.3 miles)

From the town of Arietta Community Hall and proposed snowmobile trailhead, no land
based access to the snowmobile trails to the north exists, necessitating the use of the
frozen surface of Piseco Lake. The development of a short link trail would greatly
improve access to the snowmobile network in the area.

This proposed new spur trail would allow snowmobilers to travel through the woods
from the town of Arietta Community Hall parking area northerly to the existing
Rudeston Hill trail. It would utilize both town and private lands, with approximately 0.3
mile of new trail to be constructed over JRWF lands. This trail proposal is important to
allow access to the existing trail system before Oxbow or Piseco Lake are safely frozen.
The trail will be built only if the town of Arietta is able to secure permission from the
adjoining private landowner and a suitable route can be found through State lands.

The trail will be considered a Class | snowmobile trail and will be marked with blue
trail markers. It is expected to receive heavy use but will not be designed to
accommodate other recreational uses due to the private land crossing. (LF/OP)

Construct Round Pond Brook Snowmobile trail (Preferred Alternative Option B + 2.7
miles) See Section VI. (LF/OP)

Impacts and Management Alternatives for All Proposed Snowmobile Trail Additions:
Several options were considered in determining a preferred management strategy for this area:

No Action Alternative - The ““No Action’ alternative, in some cases, forgoes the recreational
opportunity and economic benefits of snowmobile-based tourism. Taking no action at this

Based upon a recommendation from the town of Wells supervisor, the original roadside trail on DOT
property (its legal for a snowmobiler to ride along State highways outside the scraper banks) will still be
maintained by the town to allow for a loop trail to accommodate local snowmobile use. Since this trail does not
utilize Forest Preserve lands, there is no *“material increase” in mileage by retaining it.
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point would also allow trails to remain in use that are not as environmentally sound as the
proposed trails. Trails will have to be closed when individual private landowners withdraw
permission. This would force snowmobilers to ride along road shoulders on plowed roads.
Another concern involves illegal road riding. When the shoulder gets rough, some
snowmobilers ride the highway instead of the groomed trail, with this activity occurring mostly
late at night. In addition, the no-action alternative would not provide for adequate community
connections. Therefore, this alternative will not be supported by this UMP.

Alternative 2 - Relocate snowmobile trails to private lands. Efforts will be made to encourage
corridor snowmobile trail systems on private lands or road corridors whenever possible.
However, secondary and local trails are still needed that connect to necessary support services
such as gas, food, lodging, maintenance, and trailheads. It should also be noted that
snowmobiling provides persons with disabilities with a means of accessing State lands during
periods of snowcover. See Section VI. While this alternative may be possible it would require
significant new trail construction along with permission from numerous landowners. Since
snowmobile trails are usually not easements but yearly agreements with the landowner, the trail
system would always br subject to closure if any individual landowner withdrew permission.
Therefore, this alternative will not be supported by this UMP.

Proposal discussion

The ability to maintain suitable trail links between area communities is important. The
preferred alternative is to officially designate some new and relocated snowmobile trails. See
specific trail information in the previous section and in Section VI. By avoiding private land
crossings (where the landowners do not want snowmobiles) and road shoulder riding where
unsafe, both the trail and enhanced access to State lands will be secured for the future. While
these new snowmobile trails will result in an increase in overall mileage, this would be
partially offset by the removal of snowmobile designation on unsuitable trails and trail
segments, along with trails that do not conform with the Management Guidance. Therefore,
this alternative will be supported by this UMP and/or subsequent UMP amendment.

Projected Use and Potential Impacts of the Preferred Alternatives

Snowmobile use in the JRWF is anticipated to remain generally the same after implementation
of the UMP. Use of the new community connector trail — the Fish Mountain Trail — is expected
to be high after its construction, but not higher than the existing, combined use of the nearby
routes that will be closed at that time. And while the resulting concentration of snowmobile use
will in the future be worthy of attention and monitoring, the best possible location for this route
has been chosen in terms of minimizing potential impacts to both the Forest Preserve and to
private landowners of the area. As planned, the entire trail will be sited within one mile of
existing motorized travel corridors, which will serve to relocate snowmobile use away from the
West Canada Lake Wilderness Area and out of the remote interior area in the southwestern
part of the JRWF. The planned location of this trail (and elimination of three spur trails) will
also serve to relocate much long-distance travel away from the frozen surfaces of Oxbow and
Sacandaga Lakes, which (in addition to enhancing safety) can be expected to reduce conflicts
with ice fishermen and impacts to private landowners in the area that can result from high-
speed, cross-lake travel.

Enhancing snowmobiling safety is an important focus of this UMP and the recently adopted
Management Guidance, which precludes designation of State trails leading across lakes when
alternative, land-based trails are available. Closing the Oxbow-Sacandaga Lake trail and the
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small trail segment leading to and from the southwest shore of Sacandaga Lake will discourage
much of the current snowmobile use by riders traveling between Arietta and Speculator using
the lakes. It is long-distance riders who are least likely to be fully or adequately
knowledgeable about critical local conditions. The Department also recognizes, however, that
frozen lakes can provide an enjoyable experience for snowmobilers, along with important
access to other Department programs such as ice fishing, so carefully selected opportunities for
access will be preserved. In the case of the community connector trail between Speculator and
Indian Lake, there are no existing snowmobile alternatives for the Lewey Lake and Indian Lake
crossings; in these and other such situations, trails leading to and from the lakes will remain
open.

Another method of enhancing snowmobiling safety is to regulate trail speed. There is currently
no statewide speed limit for the operation of snowmobiles on public highways or public trails in
New York State (Snowmobile Plan for the Adirondack Park, 2006). While the Snowmobile Plan
does not recommend imposing a Forest Preserve-wide speed limit, the JRWF UMP supports the
promulgation of a snowmobile trail speed limit regulation where conditions warrant it (see
Section 1V-3). The UMP proposes the promulgation of a regulation for speed not to exceed
25mph on JRWF snowmobile trails. This would be consistent with efforts from adjoining towns
that have established similar local snowmobile speed limits on sections of trail on private lands.
This new regulation, combined with increased enforcement, would help establish snowmobiling
as a safer family activity.

Economic impacts have also been considered in the development of this UMP. Many
Adirondack businesses depend on winter business to sufficiently supplement income generated
during the warmer months. Through the establishment of a well maintained land-based trail
system, given adequate snowfall the snowmobile season may begin earlier and end later, thus
helping to boost the local business economies. In the case of the Fish Mountain trail, by
locating it entirely on State land, with links to trails on adjoining easement lands, the trail will
also be available for the public for year-round recreational activities.

The establishment of Class Il Community Connector trails may require additional trees to be
cut on the Forest Preserve. The existing routes of the Old Telephone Line trail and the Perkins
Clearing - Lewey Lake trail will be utilized to a large degree when the trail becomes a Class Il
trail, however. A rough estimate of tree cutting, based on a 2009 field inspection, indicates that
only approximately forty trees over 3" DBH would be cut on the four miles over JRWF lands
due to widening and other likely trail modifications. In addition, since parts of the route follow
old roads that are fairly flat and level, it is anticipated there will only be a small to moderate
amount of rock and stump removal or terrain modification necessary. The major cost of the
trail maintenance project will be the replacement or modification of numerous older trail
bridges built by the Town of Lake Pleasant.

By utilizing old roads and existing snowmobile routes when feasible, the actual amount of new
trail construction and tree cutting on JRWF lands can be minimized. The ability to use private
lands and/or routes any nearer to travel/transportation corridors was considered impractical
due to the numerous private landowners, residential development, and dependency on
numerous road crossings to avoid obstacles. Snowmobile use will be monitored, and actions
will be taken to remediate any unacceptable environmental impacts.

The Management Guidance designates a new class of snowmobile trail (Class 1) to establish
and improve community connections. Another new class of trail (Class 1) is intended to
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preserve a more traditional type of Adirondack snowmobiling experience. Identification of
individual snowmobile trail classes through this plan will enhance the Department’s ability to
manage and monitor snowmobile use while helping to reduce impacts. With the development of
new community connector trails there will be some shifting of the highest snowmaobile use to the
outer periphery of Forest Preserve lands. Tracked groomers will be restricted to the more
developed Class Il trails, with Class | snowmobile trails expected to acquire a less developed
and less maintained character. Consequently, the wilder, more remote areas of the Forest
Preserve will be less impacted by motorized traffic. There will be lower noise levels, lower
exhaust emission levels, decreased impacts on wildlife and reduced user conflicts between users
participating in motorized and non-motorized forms of recreation in the JRWF.

Some existing snowmobile trails (most likely within the interior of Wild Forest areas or
adjacent to private inholdings) will be re-designated for non-motorized use or abandoned as
trails altogether. These actions will serve to ensure available, wintertime recreational
opportunities in Wild Forest areas are not dominated by snowmobile use to the exclusion or
near exclusion of passive recreational uses. All snowmobile trails, regardless of class, will be
carefully sited, constructed and maintained to preserve the most essential characteristics of foot
trails and to serve, where appropriate, hiking, mountain biking and other non-motorized
recreational pursuits in spring, summer and fall.

Relationship to Adirondack Park Snowmobile Trail System

The October 2006, Snowmobile Plan for the Adirondack Park/Final Generic Environmental
Impact Statement (2006 Snowmobile Plan) presents a conceptual snowmobile plan with the
goal of creating a system of snowmaobile trails between communities in the Adirondack Park.
The 2006 Snowmobile Plan outlines the concept of reconfiguring the existing snowmobile trail
network across the Forest Preserve through the UMP process. Implementation is supported by
Management Guidance which establishes a new DEC snowmobile trail classification system
with new standards and guidelines for snowmobile trail siting, construction and maintenance.

These documents help provide a blueprint for how to consistently plan for and manage
snowmobile trails on Forest Preserve lands in the Park. The configuration of trails on the
Forest Preserve will be established in the context of developing a Park-wide system of
community connector trails as envisioned by the 2006 Snowmobile Plan for the Adirondack
Park. The Management Guidance also strengthens the connection between and clarifies the
individual roles of Unit Management Plans, Temporary Revocable Permits (TRPs), Adopt-a-
Natural-Resource Agreements (AANRs) and work plans.
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F. UMP Amendments and Revisions

Amendments to the UMP may be recommended if prescribed activities do not resolve problems,
if there are significant changes, or if activities prescribed in the plan seriously affect other
resources or uses.

The judge’s stipulation and Commissioner recission of portions of the JRWF UMP prevented
the implementation of any snowmobile trail proposal and/or change in groomer use on these
lands. The parties agreed pending APSLMP conformance determinations by the APA, the
Jessup River UMP/FEIS would be amended and reissued to reflect the determinations(s) in
accordance with applicable law, including SEQRA. In order to address the rescinded
snowmobile language and new management guidance, the Department developed a Draft
Amendment to the plan.

The proposed UMP Amendment is limited in scope, addressing snowmobile related facilities
and proposals only and is not intended to re-open or update any other part of the plan. The
amendment supplements the previous FEIS as required by SEQRA, and discusses and
evaluates the potential environmental impacts of the proposed amendment.

The process for review, public comment and APA consideration of the 2010 Amendment will be
similar to the process that led to the approval of the 2006 UMP.

Jessup River Wild Forest UMP Draft Amendment - January 2010
Page 43



Insert the following five (5) pages after page 259 of the August 2006 UMP

Jessup River Wild Forest UMP Draft Amendment - January 2010
Page 44



Section V - Schedule for Implementation

Year 1

Estimated
Cost

Legal research: Clarify inholder and adjoining landowner access rights.
Clarify status of old town roads and public motor vehicle access rights.

15 person-days

Reclaim Rudeston Hill pit. Plant trees and barricade with rocks $3,000
Complete work on Snowy Mountain Fire Tower. Engineers assessment. $2,000
Install two new pipe gates at Round Pond Road, and unnamed road (to “Bog $3,000

Trotters Camp”) at Piseco Airport.

Develop uniform method of collecting use data across the unit. Use infrared
counters to determine snowmobile use and other trail activity.

15 person-days

Install one new rock barrier on woods road adjacent to Gilmantown Road. $500
Rehabilitate Old Military Road for safe public vehicle use. $1,500
Designate JRWF campsites. Relocate and/or close primitive campsites not in $3.500
compliance with the APSLMP. Establish fire rings at suitable locations. ’
Conduct GPS baseline site inventory and document with digital photos.

Designate and mark canoe carry trails along the Jessup River and Indian $2.000
Lake - Lake Abanakee trail. ’
Construct and install new level-two information “Storey kiosks™ at the $3.000
Snowy Mountain and Pillsbury Mountain trailheads. ’
Designate and mark Fawn Lake Trail, Old Telephone Line Trail, Piseco- $5.000
Perkins Clearing Trail, Hernandez Road, Gilman Lake Access Road, and Old ’
Military Road Trail for all terrain bicycle use.

Install unit identification signs along major highways. $500
Initiate project for Fish Mountain snowmobile trail, beginning on the section $50,000
between Moffit Beach Campground and Mud Lake.

Rehabilitate Old Telephone Line and Perkins Clearing - Lewey Lake trails to $50,000

Class Il standards.

Investigate alternatives for Speculator - Indian Lake snowmobile trail

8 Person Days

Designate campsites at Mason Lake. Close and revegetate unsuitable $20,000
campsites. Construct and install four new pit privies. Develop existing

waterway access site parking area near lake and define with boulders to

accommodate five cars, including one accessible parking space. If feasible,

improve accessibility for hand launching of boats. Install pipe gate. Develop

one roadside accessible camping sites. Construct and install new level-two

information “Storey kiosk™ and accessible picnic tables at waterway access

site.

Designate and mark Miami River trail as a class II foot trail. $1,000
Designate and mark Echo Lake trail as a class II foot trail. $500
Locate and remove illegal cable crossings over Fall Stream $500
Stabilization of Indian Lake shoreline entrances and access points $7,000
Evaluate site conditions on 35 Indian Lake sites. Implement corrective $25,000
actions. ($5,000/year)

Evaluate pit privies on 35 Indian Lake sites. Implement corrective actions. $35,000
Construct four campsites on Indian Lake to accommodate the relocation of $10,000
sites from Siamese Ponds Wilderness.

Rehabilitate Rudeston Hill snowmobile trail. $1,000
Rehabilitate Old Parrish Road. Stabilize creek banks and remove old culvert. $4,000
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Year 1

Estimated
Cost

Designate and mark Dug Mountain Brook trail as a class 111 foot trail.

$1,000

Post as closed to horseback riding the Northville-Lake Placid trail, Snowy
Mountain trail, Pillsbury Mountain trail, Baldface Mountain trail, Abanakee
and Piseco Airport Loops. Snowmobile trails that will be closed include: Bear
Trap Brook trail, Oxbow-Sacandaga Lake trail, Fall Lake trail, Oxbow Lake-
Spy Lake trail, Crow Hill trail, Fawn Lake trail, Indian Lake - Sabael trail,
Dunning Pond, and Rudeston Hill trail.

$500

Post as closed to all terrain bicycling the Northville-Lake Placid trail, Snowy
Mountain trail, Pillsbury Mountain trail, Baldface Mountain trail, Abanakee and
Piseco Airport Loops. Snowmobile trails that will be closed include: Bear Trap
Brook trail, Oxbow-Sacandaga Lake trail, Fall Lake trail, Oxbow Lake-Spy
Lake trail, Crow Hill trail, and Rudeston Hill trail.

$500

Coordinate with DOT to install rock barrier at Jessup River Bridge site.

2 person-days

Conduct an annual evaluation of Indian Lake Islands Administrative Camping
Area site conditions (Years 1-5)

3 person-days

Develop LAC indicators and standards.

10 person-days

Propose classification of unclassified Forest Preserve parcel off Gilmantown
Road to JRWF.

2 person-days

Propose reclassification of land containing four primitive tentsites, garage and
parking area, and gas pumps for the adjacent Moffitt Beach Campground from
wild forest to intensive use.

2 person-days

Consider for reclassification State land in the vicinity of the Snowy Mountain
Trail. The new boundary would move the existing boundary to the south and as
a result (1) change a portion of wilderness to wild forest and (2) place the
beginning portion of the Snowy Mountain trail completely in wild forest.

2 person-days

Consider for reclassification of State land in the vicinity of the Indian Lake
Dam and caretaker house. The new boundary would follow an existing survey.

3 person-days

Investigate reclassification of wild forest parcels adjacent to the South Shore
Road in the town of Lake Pleasant, to Silver Lake Wilderness to move the
wilderness boundary from a hard to define drainage to a road.

2 person-days

Contract out comprehensive public use surveys. $20,000

Total Cost — Year 1 89 person-days $265,000
Year 2 Estimated

Cost

Coordinate with Niagara Mohawk to install pipe gate at Gilmantown Road site. | 2 person-days

Designate and mark short connector cross-country ski trails at the Piseco $2,500

Airport. Designate part of the Northville-Lake Placid trail as a cross-country

ski trail.

Rehabilitate Pillsbury Mountain fire tower and cabin. Install waterbars on trail. $10,000

Secure repeater so that cab can be opened to public. Engineers assessment.

Modify existing parking area at the end of Fawn Lake Road to accommodate 15 $7,500

cars, including one accessible parking space. Relocate new level-two
information “Storey kiosk” at the new trailhead. Install new pipe gate.
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Year 2 Estimated
Cost

Designate Peasley Road as CP-3 road for motor vehicles. Construct and $10,000
develop accessible path, picnic area with two accessible picnic tables,

accessible privy and two vehicle accessible parking area . Investigate possibility

of providing accessible tent site in northwest part of the lake. If suitable site

found, construct tent site with accessible privy.

Construct a new lean-to on the Northville - Lake Placid trail in the vicinity of $10,000

Fall Stream.

Conduct roadside scenic assessment for JRWF.

2 person-days

Construct NYS Route 30 parking area to accommodate 15 cars, including one
accessible parking space for Watch Hill. Construct and install new level-two
information “Storey kiosk”. Construct and mark Watch Hill ski/foot trails.

$50,000

Determine best alternative for Snowy Mountain trail rehabilitation.

5 person-days

Continue project for Fish Mountain snowmobile trail, working on the western $50,000
part of the trail between Arietta and Mud Lake.

Construct and mark Brister Brook segment of Fish Mountain snowmobile trail. $5,000
Construct and mark snowmobile trail from Piseco Community Center to $2,000
Rudeston Hill Trail.

Construct relocated section of Northville-Lake Placid trail from Piseco Airport $7,000
to Fall Stream, mark with blue NP Trail markers. Install appropriate signs and

guideboards. Construct NYS Route 8 parking area to accommodate 6 cars,

including one accessible parking space. Designate parking area to

accommodate 10 cars, including one accessible parking space on town lands at

Piseco Airport. Construct and install new level-two information “Storey kiosk”

at the Piseco Airport trailhead.

Designate and mark Porter Mountain as a class IV foot trail with assistance $1,000
from town staff

Construct County Route 24 parking area to accommodate 6 cars, including one $5,000
accessible parking space near Oxbow Lake. Install “Storey kiosk” at waterway

access site.

Install standard trail register at Baldface Mountain trail. $1,000
Construct and install two new pit privies at the Snowy Mountain and Pillsbury $3,000
Mountain trailheads.

Construct Dam Road parking area to accommodate 6 cars, including one $5,000
accessible parking space at Indian Lake Waterway Access Site. Construct and

install new level-two information “Storey kiosks”. Install barrier at waterway

access site.

Construct Hernandez Road accessible camping site. $3,000
Close Abanakee cross country ski trails and remove signs and markers. $500
Construct and mark Page Street snowmobile trail relocation. $2,000
Construct and mark Dunning Pond - IP snowmobile trail. $5,000
Remove Dunning Pond snowmobile markers and rehabilitate as a foot/ATB $5,000

trail.

Develop Indian Lake map identifying the more notable navigation hazards.

1 person-days

Assist with inventory of the unit to determine the presence of invasive plant
species. Solicit help from volunteers.

2 person-days

Total Cost — Year 2 12 person-days

$184,500
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Year 3 Estimated
Cost
Designate and mark foot/ATB trail to Mud Lake from Moffitt Beach $5,000
Campground. Construct spur ATB trail to International Paper lands. Phase 1
Construct a new lean-to and privy on Fawn Lake. $10,000
Construct and mark Round Pond Brook snowmobile trail. Construct Big Brook $40,000
Road parking area to accommodate 10 cars, including one accessible parking
space.
Designate and mark Old Telephone Line trail, Piseco-Perkins Clearing trail, Old $3,000
Route 30, and Old Military Road for equestrian use.
Construct and develop accessible camping site, privy and table on Fawn Lake. $15,000
Construct a new lean-to, accessible site, privy, and picnic table on Fall Lake. $20,000
Construct NYS Route 30 parking area to accommodate 4 cars, including one $5,000
accessible parking space at Jessup River. Develop waterway access site.
Construct Gilmantown Road parking area to accommodate 4 cars, including one $15,000
accessible parking space Construct Gilman Lake waterway access site.
Construct and install new level-two information “Storey kiosk.” Install barrier.
Construct accessible camping site, privy and table
Rehabilitate Snowy Mountain trail. $15,000
Evaluate plan effectiveness to date - comprehensive review. 3 person-days
Total Cost — Year 3 3 person-days $128,000
Year 4 Estimated
Cost
Designate and mark Silver Lake tannery interpretive trail as a class III foot trail. $1,000
Relocate Crow Hill snowmobile trail with town of Indian Lake assistance. $750
Contract inventory of ecological communities, rare species and critical habitats. $20,000
Contract assessment of the Fawn Lake and Fall Lake trails using the Universal $10,000

Trail Assessment Process. Provide information at trailheads.

Investigate the possibility for future trails: Baldface Mountain (land route),
Snowy and Pillsbury mountains ridge trail, Vly Lake Mountain, etc.

15 person-days

Total Cost — Year 4 15 person-days $31,750

Year 5 Estimated
Cost

Determine feasibility of foot/cross country ski trail to connect Piseco Airport $10,000

loop with Mud Lake trail. If approved by UMP amendment, construct and mark

trail

Construct Jerry Savarie Road parking area to accommodate 3 cars, including $5,000

one accessible parking space.

Reinventory baseline site inventory of all designated tentsites. $2,500

Evaluate plan effectiveness to date - comprehensive review. Begin preparation 200 person-

for five year revision of UMP. days

Reprint JRWF brochure. $1,000

Jessup River Wild Forest UMP Draft Amendment - January 2010
Page 48




Section V - Schedule for Implementation

Year 5

Estimated
Cost

Total Cost — Year 5

205 person-days

$18,500

Cost Summary:

Annual Maintenance Costs: 126 person-days

Five year total: 324 person-days

$38,300

$527,750

*Note: Some UMP proposals will require approval in the UMPs for the adjoining land units. In
addition, the conservation easement for the IP lands adjacent to the JRWF will have a
significant affect on access to the wild forest and possible trail linkages.
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shoreline within the JRWF. Three undesignated tentsites currently exist at Sacandaga
Lake. Designate and/or construct three sites (specific locations need to be determined)
taking into consideration day use of the area, appropriate existing sites, APSLMP
guidelines, and terrain constraints. Construct and designate one of these sites (including
accessible firering, privy, tentsite, and picnic table) or suitable substitute location for use
by persons with disabilities, using the proposed and/or adopted ADAAG. Close
unsuitable sites. (LF/OP)

Construct a lean-to on the southwest shore of Fawn Lake. This remote location will help
spread out use on the lake, while helping to avoid problems associated with lean-tos
close to roads. Access will be primarily by watercraft or by a combination of existing
snowmobile trail and 1.5 miles of proposed foot/ski trail (Piseco-Speculator trail) on the
west shore of the lake. To allow for greater diversity of use, permits to camp for more
than three nights will not be issued for the proposed lean-to or for other sites in heavy
demand during the core camping season. (LF/OP)

Construct Fish Mountain trail (+ 12.1 miles, including Mud Lake, Moffitt Beach
Campground and Brister Brook segments) - The existing Oxbow - Sacandaga Lake trail
(Corridor trail - C4) is a very heavily used snowmobile trail connecting these two
waterbodies and associated amenities. While a portion of this trail is on State lands,
the majority of the snowmobile trail crosses private land that is not secured by an
easement. The need to cross frozen waterbodies, especially early and late in the season,
has been reported to discourage some snowmobilers from riding in this area because
they do not have confidence in the safety of the lakes. Concerns over water crossings,
rough existing trail conditions on the Piseco - Perkins Clearing trail, redundant trails,
and ways to improve community connections led to the proposed Fish Mountain trail as
the preferred long term solution for snowmobiling in the southern portion of the JRWF.

Since the Fish Mountain trail will be multiply marked for different recreational uses in
addition to snowmobiling, it is broken down for description purposes into three
separate trail segments.

Mud Lake segment (+ 2.4 miles, plus short 0.4 mile spur trail to the IP boundary line) -
The proposed Mud Lake foot/snowmobile/bike trail would begin at the public parking
area in Moffitt Beach Campground and utilize campground utility line clearing, roads,
and new trail construction for approximately 0.5 miles to the wild forest boundary. The
trail will continue northeasterly for approximately 0.4 miles to intersect an old
snowmobile trail in the vicinity of Hatchery Brook crossing. The trail will continue
generally northwesterly along the old snowmobile trail when appropriate, for a distance
of approximately 2.0 miles to Mud Lake. In cooperation with town of Lake Pleasant
efforts for local ATB trail systems, this trail will provide a link to ATB riding
opportunities on IP lands in the Perkins Clearing area. This trail may be suitable for
“family” use since it has varied and interesting scenery; is located on relatively gentle
terrain; offers a good return in terms of overall mileage compared to new trail
construction; and requires no new parking facilities. Due to its campground beginning,
it is expected to be a popular trail for campground users and the general public.
Utilizing parts of the old existing snowmobile trail will help limit the number of trees
needed to be cut. Construction of the trail will not begin until the trail proposal is
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approved in an amendment to the Moffitt Beach Campground UMP. The terrain,
potential wet ground conditions, and terminus at the campground would preclude this
trail for equestrian use. Conflict between hikers and ATB riders will be closely
monitored. The trail will be marked with blue markers.

Brister Brook segment (+ 1.7 miles) - The proposed snowmobile/bike trail would begin
near the Hatchery Brook bridge crossing and proceed for 1.6 mile trail easterly,
parallel to Brister Brook ending on Old Indian Lake Road (Page Street Spur). The trail
would follow the town road shoulder for a short distance before crossing NYS Route 30
to enter JRWF lands. Some steep terrain and area wetlands will be limiting factors for
the final trail location. From NYS Route 30, the trail would follow 0.1 miles of an
existing old road easterly to intersect the Lawrence Farm trail and network of
snowmobile trails on IP lands. The trail will be marked with yellow markers.

Fish Mountain segment (+ 7.6 miles, plus 1.0 mile existing snowmobile trail) - This pro-
posed trail would begin at County Route 24 (Old Piseco Road) and end near Mud Lake.
New sections of snowmobile trail would be constructed north of Oxbow Lake with the
trail roughly parallel to the Oxbow - Sacandaga Lake trail to the existing Fawn Lake
trail. The proposed trail would continue northerly along the Fawn Lake trail for 1.0
miles before turning northeasterly to cross Burnt Place Brook on a new bridge ending at
the Mud Lake trail. The trail will be marked with red markers.

The Fish Mountain trail will be designed and constructed with curves and hilly sections
to accommodate more leisurely riding and slower speeds. It is expected to receive high
use, due to the closure of the Oxbow - Sacandaga Lake trail and will also accommodate
occasional use for other types of recreation, including hiking. (LF/OP)

Designate Echo Lake trail (+ 0.2 miles) An existing path allows the public to walk from
Page Street to the outlet of Echo Lake. Use of this path has been limited due to the
unmarked nature of the trail and lack of developed parking or signage. Recreational
activity has consisted primarily of day use by fisherman or day hikers from the adjacent
Moffitt Beach Campground. Winter use has consisted of occasional illegal snowmobile
riding, with some people ice fishing the lake for yellow perch and the occasional
walleye. In summer, the lake is fished for bass and bullheads.

Several comments on the draft plan suggested the removal of the Echo Lake foot trail
proposal based on the opinion that increased use will lead to litter, illegal boat storage,
illegal snowmobile use and negative impacts to area wildlife and wetlands. In a couple
of cases, some people thought the trail was going to be upgraded to accommodate
wheelchairs. This 50-acre lake has mixed ownership with approximately 0.7 miles
(32%) of JRWF shoreline on the southwest portion of the lake. Some landowners on the
lake incorrectly regard Echo Lake as being entirely private which has led to occasional
confrontation with local anglers. There is considerable local interest to improve access
to the lake. To enhance access to State land the existing path will be formally
designated as a foot trail. There is adequate parking capacity on a large existing road
shoulder, so a formal parking lot is not needed. In the winter ice fisherman and other
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recreationists can park at the plowed parking in the campground and walk/snowshoe a
0.25 mile section of existing snowmobile trail to Page Street to access the foot trail to
Echo Lake

The path will be maintained as a class Il path and will be marked with red trail markers.
The trail is very short and will not be designated for other recreational activities such as
ATB use. It is expected to only receive light to moderate use. While there is no need for
bridging, other trail hardening techniques will be used if needed to protect natural
resources. A minor relocation is necessary at the beginning of the trail to avoid steep
slopes on the existing path. Use of the trail will be monitored and illegal activities such
as boat storage will be addressed. (OP/OPP)

Relocate Page Street Snowmobile Trail (+ 0.5 miles) - The existing trail between Lake
Pleasant and Sacandaga Lake is a heavily used local trail that relies on a combination
of private lands, town road ROW, and intensive use classified lands in the Moffitt Beach
Campground. Complaints have been reported by snowmobilers and some local residents
about the section of existing trail along Page Street. The trail is heavily used by
snowmobiles traveling between Lake Pleasant and Sacandaga area homes or businesses
and is dangerously close to traffic (no buffer to the road). The trail is groomed by the
town of Lake Pleasant but is very difficult to maintain because of the high salt and sand
content presented by plowing of Page Street itself. One safety concern involves a traffic
hazard caused by a blind spot on a sharp turn where snowmobilers currently cross.
Another concern involves illegal road riding. When the trail gets rough, its close
proximity to the road leads some snowmobilers ride the highway instead of the trail,
mostly late at night.

To solve these problems a short 0.5 mile section of new snowmobile trail will be
constructed on JRWF lands outside the road ROW. The trail will be relocated from its
existing location to the northeast into the woods, a short distance away from Page
Street. This relocation will minimize current conflicts with vehicle traffic and enable a
more suitable location for the highway crossing closer to NYS Route 8, thereby avoiding
the blind curve. By locating the trail away from the highway it will be screened from
view. It is anticipated that a couple of short sections of wetlands may need to be
crossed. To insure a more permanent solution, written permission or an easement to
move the section of trail from the road shoulder onto private property will be secured by
the local snowmobile club or the town of Lake Pleasant.

Proposal discussion

The proposed Page Street trail relocation will eliminate the existing unsuitable roadside trail
that is neither safe nor enjoyable for most snowmobilers. There are no known endangered or
threatened plants or animals in the vicinity and the proposed segment does not pass through any
known critical environmental areas or deer wintering yards. Any new sections of snowmobile
trail through the Moffitt Beach Campground will be identified in the separate UMP for the area.

Jessup River Wild Forest UMP Draft Amendment - January 2010
Page 53





