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PREFACE

It is the policy of the New Yerk State Department of Environmental Conservation to manage
state lands for multiple benrefits to serve the people of New York State. This Unit Management Plan
is the first step in carrying out that policy. The plan has been developed to address management
activities om this unit for the next 10 year peviod, with a review due in 5 years. Some mapagement
recommendations may extend beyond the 10 year period.

Factors such as available funds, wood product markets, and forest health problems may
necessitate deviations from the scheduled management activities.

THE UNIT MANAGEMENT PLANNING PROCESS

New York State’s management policy for public lands follow a multiple wse concept
established by New York’s Environmental Conservation Law. Thus allows for diverse enjoyment of
state lands by the people of the state, Multiple use management addresses all of the demands placed
on these lands: watershed management, timber management, wildlife management, rare plant and
community protection, recreational uge, and aesthetic appreciation.

in this plan, an initial resource inventory and other information is provided, followed by an
assessment of existing and anticipated vses and demands. This information is used to set goals and
managemnent objectives. Manapement actions tables provide an estimated cost and timetabie for
accomplishing these objectives.
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GEORGE E. PATAKE - : ERIN M. CROTTY
GOVERMOR COMMISSIONER
STATE OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF EMNVIRONMENTAL COMNSERVATION
ALBaMY, NEW YORK, 1223210710

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Record
SUBJECT: Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan
DATE: JuL 0 2 2003
The unit management plan for the Canisieo River Basin State Forest unit has been
compieted. The Plan is consistent with Department policy and procedure, involved public

participation and is consistent with the Enviromuental Conservation Law, Rules and Regulations,
The plan includes management objectives for a ten year period and is hereby approved and

adopted. :

Erin M. Crotty, Cﬁ@giissioner
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INTRODUCTION

HISTORY OF STATE FORESTS AND
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

Forest lands outside the Adirondack
and Catsiall regions owe their present
character, in large part, to the impact of
pioneer settlement. Following the close of the
Eevolutionary War, increased pressure for
land encouraged westward expansion. Up to
91% of Mew York woodlands were cleared for
cuitivation and forage.

Early farming efforts met with limited
success. As the Jess fertile soils proved
unproductive, they were abandoned, and
settlement was attempted elsewhere. The
stage of succession was set and new forests of
young saplings reoccupied the ground once
cleared.

The State Reforestation Law of 1929
and the Hewitt Amendment of 1931 set forth
the legislation which authorized the
Conservation Department to acguire land by
gift or purchase for reforestation purposes.
These state forests consisting of not less than
500 acres of contiguous land, were to be
forever devoled to “reforestation and the
establishment and maintenance thereon of
forests for watershed protection, the
production of timiber, and for recreation and

-kindred purposes™. This broad program is
presently anthorized under Article 9, Title 5,
of the NYS Environmental Conservation Law,

In 1930, Forest Districts were
established, and the tasks of land acquisition
and reforestation were started. In 1933, the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was
begun. Thousands of young men were
assigned fo plant millions of trees on the
newly acquired state forests. o addition to

tiee planting, these men were engaged in road
and trail building, erosion control, watershed
restoration, forest protection, and other
projects.

During the war years of 1941-1945,
littlc was accomplished on the reforestation
areas. Plans for further planting, constrction,
{facility maintenance, and similar tasks had to
e curtailed. ‘However, through postwar
funding, conservation projects once again
received needed attention.

The Park and Recreation Land
Acquisition Act of 1960 and the
Environmental Quality Bond Acts of 1972 and
1986 contained provisions for the acquisition
of state forest lands, these lands would serve
muitiple purposes involving the conscrvation
and development of natural resources,
including the preservation of scenic areas,
watershed protection, forestry, and recreation.

Wildlife management areas in New
York, like state forests, have a varied history
of acquisition. Many were gifted to the New
York State by the Federal Government or
other cooperating public or private
organization, Some parcels were purchased
with Bond Act fimds or Federal Aid in
Wildlife Restoration Program funds. The
latter which iz commonly called the Pittman-
Robertson Act is a federal fund supported by
hunters from their purchase of hunting
Heenges, firearms and ammunition.

Todzy there are nearly 720,000 acres
of state forests and aver 200,000 acres of
wildlife management arcas throughout the
state. The use of these lands iz important to
the economy and to the health and well-being
of the people of the state.



HISTORY OF CANISTEO
RIVER BASIN UNIT
MANAGEMENT AREA

STATE FORESTS

The lands of the Canisteo River Basin
Unit were inhabited prior to the Revolutionary
War by the Seneca Indians. The Senecas were
nomadic hunters and farmers. During the
Revolutionary War, Gencral John Sullivan
was comnussioned to open wesiern New
York Valley to people of Earopean descent.
This began a senes of slarmishes between
Sullivans’ troops and the Senecas that
eventrally led to the removal of the Senecas
from the valley. Many of Sullivan’s soldiers,
having observed the poicntial for agricultere
from the Senecas, eventually scttled in the
valley and hecame farmers.

It is known that the upland portion of
the Canisteo River Basin Unit was aimost
completely forested in 1779, By the late
1800's only 30% of the land area was forcsted,
the remainder having been cleared for
agricuiture. The Industmal Revolution
combined with soils poorly suited to Jong-

‘term agriculture, began another change. By
1800, many agricultural farms in the upland
areas of Steuben County were abandoned.
Over time these areas reverted back to forest
land. Oakfchestmui forests were dorunant in
Steuben County.

In 1904, a funtgal disease cailed
chestmut blight was discoverad in New York,
having been accidentally imported from
Europe. Within 30 years, it spread across the
nation and virtaily eliminated the American
Chestnut. Evidence of American Chestnut
can still be seen in the form of stumps and
sprouts from 1apt systems of chestnut.
Overliead, the holes left by the death of the
chestrmts has been filled by Red Maple, White
Ash, hickories, beech and oaks.

In tesponse to the dechine of
agricuiture and the demand that the abandoned
and eroding farmlands be retumed to
productive activity, the New York State
legislature passed the “Reforestation Law of
1929", Shortly afterwards, the nation plunged
into the Great Depression, accelerating the
abandonment of agricultural lands.

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
AREAS

West Cameron Wildlife
Management Area

The iands constituting the West
Cameron Wildlife Management Area {WMA}
were deaded to the State of New York in 1947
10 satisfy a mortgage loan against the
property. At that point the land was
administered by the Office of General
Services until 1980 when the property was
considered for pessible public sale. The
Bureau of Wildlife requested a transfer of
Jurisdiction at that time and said transfer was
completed in May 1982. An additional 4 acre
parcel was snbsequently purchased to provide
public access to the arca. The area is
currently used by the public for hunting,
trapping, hilking, cross-country skiing, ete.

Helmer Creek Wildlife
Management Area

The lands comprising the Helmer
Creek Wildhfe Management Area was
acquired in 1993 by the United States
Govemment, Farmers Home Administration,
ag a foreclosure and the land was then
trangferred to New York State beeause it
provides significant habitat for a state
threatened species, the timber rattlesnake.
The arca is open for public use and provides
recreation for hunters, trappers and hikers.



INFORMATION ON THE UNIT
IDENTIFICATION

The 7715 acre Canisteo River Bagin Unit is comprised of eight state forests and two wildiife
management areas. For management puposes, each state forest is consecutively numbered in the
order in which they were plirchased. '

Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan includes the following:

Table 1 ACREAGE OF STATE LAND
NAME STATE FOREST NUMBER { ACREAGE
Bust Hill State Forest Steuben Reforestation Area # 19 : 403
Cameron State Forest Stevben Reforestation Area #4 | 1990
Cameron Mills Statc Forest Stevben Reforestation Area # 18 i 544
Canacadea State Forest Steuben Reforestation Area # 15 1623
Greenwood State Forest Stenben Reforestation Area # 1 907
Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area | 126
Rock Creek State Forest Steuben Reforestation Area # 12 704
Tracy Creek State Forest Bteuben Reforestation Area # 16 569
Turkey Ridge State Forest Steuben Reforestation Aver # 17 Y
West Cameron Wildiife Management Arca 173
GEOGRAPHY Cohocton River Basin.

All of the individual units in this Unjt
Management Flan are located in Steuben
County. The following table lsts the town(s)
where the individual units fail:

All individueal units are located within the
Susguchanna River Basin. The vast majority
of acreage is located in the Canisteo River
Basin, with a small portion located in the
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Table2  TOWNS OF THE CANISTEO RIVER BASIN UNIT

Name Town(g}
Greenwood State Forest Greenwood
Cameron State Forest {Cameron
Rock Creek State Forest Greenwnod
Canacadea State Forest Homgellswille
Tracy Creek State Forest Rathhone

Turkey Ridge State Forest Greenwood and Jasper
Carineron Miils State Forest Cameron

Burt Hill State Forest Howard

Helmer Creeck WMA Rathbone

West Cameron WA Cameron

The wilage of Canisteo lies within ihie
Canisteo River Basin unit, The city of
Hornetl, the regions’ largest population center,
is located at the north end of the watershed,
This region is rural in nafure. Interstate B6/US
Rt. 17 located at the north edge of the unit is
the only major transportation ronte. Almond
Dars, US Army Corps. of Engineers and
Boyd’s Corners county park ave the only other
recreational facitities located within the unit.

The Camsteo River Basin Unit ligs on the
northern edge of the Allegheny Plateau,
Elcvations on the Unit range from 1080 feet in
Tracy Creck State Forest to 2380 feet in the
Turkey Ridge State Forest.

CLIMATE

The average winter high femperature is
36° Fahrenheit and the average daily
ininmm temperature is 18°F. In summer, the
averape daily high temperature is 30°F.
Plateau surmmits are markediy cooler than the
lowland farming areas.

Anmnual precipitation averages 31-36
inches. Precipitation is well distributed
throughout the year and is usually adequate
for all crops.

Average seasongal snowiall is 70-75
inches. In winter, snow accurs frequently and
covers the ground much of the time. Snow
depths vary preatly with elevation, but on the
average, snow depths are measurable for 3
months., The nunber of such days varies
greatly from year to year.

Sunshine occurs for 65% of daylight
hours in the summer and 30% in the winter,

The prevailing wind is from the west to
southwest. Average wind speed is at its
highest, 12 in.p.h., in Febrvary.

Climatic data is supplied by the United States
Department of Agriculture{USDA) Soil
Congervation Service.



ADJACENT LAND -
. EXISTING USES

The 1and adjzcent to the Canisteo River
Basin Unit iz largely owned by private
landowners. Absenfee landowners and
homeowners cocupy 2 considerabie acreage of
real estate. The US Army, Corps of
Engineers, administers a flood control
reservoir adjacent to Canacadea State Forest,

Agriculture, forestry, and recreation are
major land nges. Although agriculture is
traditionzlly the most commton tand use, it
appears to be declining. As a result, the
amount of land covered by forvest is
increasing. Forest land now occupies
approximately 54% of the land area of
Steuben County. However, the average
number of acres per ownership appears to be
declining.

GEOLOGY
SURFACE GEOLOGY

BACKGROUND

Most surface geology in the Canisteo
River Basin Region of western New York was
influenced by the processes of glaciation that
oceurred during the Pleistogene Epoch. Iee
sheets from the fast glaciation episode
{Wisconsinan glaciation episode} retreated
from the area approximately ten thousand
{10,000) years ago, lcaving behind numerous
sedimentary deposits and surficial features;
including scour features that resulted in small
lakes and river vaileys.

Most soils and sediments in the region are
related to past glacial activity, and subsequent
weathering and erosional processes over the
last 20,060 years. The underlying parent
racks {rocks that were subjected to the
processes of glaciation, weathering and
erosion} of thiz region are sedimentary rocks;
specifically shale, sandstone and siltstone that

were deposited in shallow scas that existed in
this region during the Devonian Period of the
Paleszoic Era, approximately 370 nuliion
years ago. Any post Devonian rocks have been
eroded from the region. In addition, the
presence of rounded igneons and metamorphic
¢lasts are indicafive of past glacial activity
transporting material into the region from the
Canadian Shield to the north,

CANISTEQ RIVER BASIN UNIT

The resuiting surface geclogy of the State
Forests and Wildlife Management Areas of
the Canigteo River Bagin Unit includes
glacial till as the dominant deposit in the area.
It is located extensively throughout the area,
with exceptions being topographically low
areas gnd cscarpments subjected to erosion.
Bedrock oulcrops and subcrops of Devonian
shales, siltstones, sandstones and minor
limestones are lacated intermittently on the
flanks and crests of ridges and hills in the
area. Most likely due to the erosion of
overlying glacial tilf, causing the exposure of
the bedrack. Kame deposits of sand and
gravel are located intermitiently in
topographicaliy low areas of Canacadea State
Forest, and are the result of glacial meltwater
fluvial systems. Recent alluvium deposits
have accumulated in topographical
depressions such as stream channels and
associated flood plains.

Further information on the surface
geology of the region is provided by fhe:
Surficial Gealogic Map of New York, New
York State Museun: - Geologic Stwrvey - Map
and Chart series 40, 1986,

SOILS

Detailed 20il information is contained in
the Soif Swrvey of Steuben County, pubiished
hy the TISDA, Soil Conservation Service in
Tuly 1978,

The generalized soil inforrmation
presented here was taken from the STATSGO

&



database published by the USDA, Natural
Resource Conservation Service it December
of 1984,

Please note that some re-comrelation of
s0il types has taken place since the soil survey
was published and that data from the sarvey
may not match data from the STATSGO
database.

The Canistes River Basin contams 2
rumber of s¢il associations. All of the
individual units within this management pian
have some acreage within the Adardin -
Lovdstown - Volusie association. dMany of the
individual wnits contain smaller acreapes of
Chenango - Howard - Palmyra association
and the ¥y - Lewbeach - Willowemore
association

(General association descriptions are given
below:

Mardin - Lordstewn - Volusia

Gently slopiny to steep soils, moderately
well drained to somewhat poorly drained deep
spil, with fragipan. Also includes areas of
maderately steep to very steep, well drained,
moderately decp 20ils over hard sandstone
bedrock.

Chenango - Howard - Palmyra

Nearly level to gently sloping, welil
drained to somewhat excessively drained deep
soils that formed in outwash in valleys. Also
includes srazll areas of moderately well
draimed t¢ somewhat poorly drained, desp
soils formed in recent alluvivm on
floondplains.

WilHowemos - Lewbeach - Y1y

Nearly level through moderately steep

soils on nill plains and hillsides and hillkops in
uplands. Permeability is moderate to high
above the frigipan and slow to very slow in
the frigipan. Also includes smaller areas of
deep, moderately well drained to excessively
well drained soils formed in till on bedrock
controlled upland land forms

Table3  SURFACE GEOLOGIC
MATERIAL FOR THE INDIVIDUAL

UNITS
LUt Surficial Material
Greenwood State (lacial Till,
Forest . Bedrack
Cameron State Flacial Till
Forest
Rock Creek State Glacial Till
Forest
Canacadea State Glacial Till and
Forest Kame
Tracy Creek State Glacial Tili
Forest

Turkey Ridge State | Glacial Till &

Forest Bedrock
Cameron Mills {Flacial TiHl
State Forest
Burt Hili State (Glacial Tiil
Forest
Helmer Creek Slacial Tifl
Wildlife
Management Area
Waest Cameron (ilacial Ti &
Wildlife Bedrock

| Management Area |




BEDROCK GEOLOGY
BACKGROUND

Bedrock underlying the Region of the
Canisteo River Basin Unit is inclusive of
sedimentary rock units deposited in
association with ancient seas and thejr
marine-fluvial- deltaic environments of
deposition during the Cambrian, Qrdovician,
Silurian and Devonian Pertods of the
Paleozoie Era.

Younger badrock units that were
deposited during the post-Devomian Periods
(such as Mississippian and Pennsylvanian
Periods) have been subsequently eroded away
by erostonal and glacial processes.

Underlying the Paleozoic rocks are
pre-Paleozoic Era rocks or Pre-Cambrian
rocks that are generally considered to be
eomposed of igneous and metamorphic rocks,
These rocks are generally referred to as
"basement " rocks,

CANISTEQ RIVER BASIN UNIT

Rock units (bedrock) outcropping or
suberopping at the surface in the Camisieo
River Basin Region are shales, siltstones,
sandstones and intermittent limestones of the
Conneanlt, Canadaway, Java and West Falk
Groups that were deposited during the Upper
Devonian Period (approximately 350 - 400
million ¥ears ago).

Further information on the bedrock
geology of the region is provided by the:
Geologic Map of New York - Finger Lake
Sheet - New York State Museum and Science
Service - Map and Chart #15, 1970,

Subsurface information pertaining to the
bedrock (that does not cutcrop) has been
actwired through wells dnilled into the
subsurface during the expioration for oil and
natural gas reserves in and around the
Canisteo River Basin Unit. Wells were drilled

to depths of approximately 3,400 feet into the
subsurface near Canacadea State Forest and
tested the Onondaga and Oriskany Formations
that were deposited during the Dovonian
Period, over 400 million years ago. Wells
were drilled to depths of approximately
11,000 feet into the subsurface southeast of
Turkey Ridge State Forest and tested the
Trenton / Black River Formations that were
deposited during the Ordovician Period, over
450 million years ago.

The Vandermark Exploration Ine, Tumer
Well No, 1 (API No. 031-101-20658)
encountered the top of the Devonian
Onendaga Limestone at 3,359 feet and
Devomian Criskany Sandstone at 3,424 feet
mnto the carth. The True Oil Company M.
Demun Unit No.k, Well No_ 1 (AP No.:
031-101-21718) encountered the top of the
Devomian Onondaga Limestone at 5,096 feet,
Silurian Syracuse salt beds at 5,500 feet,
Silurian Medina Sandstone at 6,728 fcet,
Ordovician Queenston at 7,176 feet, top of
the Trenton Limestone at 9,782 feet and the
top of the Black River Limestone/Ticlomite at
10,416 featinto fhe carth,

STRUCTURE

The rcgional structure of the area is a
homocline that dips to the south-southwest at
an average dip angle of approximately two (2)
degrees. The Geolagic map of New York -
Finger Lakes Sheet #15, 1970, depicts
progressively oldet rock units outcropping
farther to the north, confirming the sontherly
dip of strata in the region.

Linements, faulting and
anticlinal/synclinal structures in the region
generally trend in a Northeast to Southwest
direction. North-Sounth trending faults have
also been identified in the repion, These
struciures are thought ta be due to
conpressional stress and resulting strain
associated with plate tectonics and the
opening of the Atlantic Ocean Basin that
began at the end of the Paleozoic Era.
Structural reference js available at the



Preliminary Brittle Structures Map of New
York, New York State Museum-Map and Chart
Series No.31E, 1974,

MINERAL RESOURCES
OIL AND GAS

All of Steuben County has the potential
for development of natural gas reserves. In
order to produce natural gas from NYS DEC -
owned propertics, an oil and gas lease must be
executed between the State and a prospective
developer. Each lease contains numerous
glanses specific to the project such as the
term, consideration and royalties,
development, drilling and removal of property
(including weil plugging).

The State manages the surface estate
through NYS DEC’s Division of Lands and
Forests. The minerals estate is managed
threugh the NYS DEC s Division of Mineral
Resources. Drilling permit application
reviews are coordinated by the Division of
Mineral Resources and subject to the State
Environmental Quality Review Act {SEQRA).
These proposals are analyzed within the scope
of the 1992 Gerneric Environmental Impact
Statemnent on the 0], Gas and Solution
Mining Regulatory Program (GEIS). Site
specific requirements are attached to every
drifling permit and address issues related to
safety, environmenial protection and
correlative rights (ensuring that owners are
provided an opportunity to share in the
production of the well). Further surface
profective measures are contained in a -
Temporaty Revocable Permit (TRP) 1ssued by
the Division of Lands and Forests.

Certain land management strategies which
may be incompatible with ¢il and gas well
development tmay result in exclusion from
‘surface disturbance. Individual iract proposat
reviews for cach forest within this Unit have
been completed, and determinations deciding
which areas would be excluded from surface
disturbance have been made. Siies

recommended to be excluded from drilling
and/or other surface occupancy for mining,
are listed in 2ppendix G, Maps
“Recommended Exclusions for Surface
Qccupancy.”

Revenue renerated from production
oyalty and/or leasing of oil and gas fghts is
directed to the General Account Fund for
State Forests and the Conservation Fund
Account for Wildlife Management Arcas.

Drilling and Production

The drilling of the first commercial oil
well in the United States occorred in
notthwestern Pennsylvania during the rmddie
1800's. Soon after New York had its first
commercial oil well which eventuaily led to
the dritling of thousands of il welis in
western New York. The eastern fringe of this
activity extended into the Town of Greenwood
near Rock Creek State Forest. NYS DEC
maintains records for roughly 350 oif wells in
the Town of Greenwood. However, NYS
DEC routinely diseovers wells for which no
records exist. Accordingly, the actual
number of il wells drilled in an area may be
substantially larger than what records indicate.

(il has been produced in the southwestemn
portien of Steuben County from the 1890 t0
pregent. NYS DEC does not expect any major
oil developments on any of the lands within
this Unit.

Natural gas has been produced in paying
quantities from this area since the 1930%.
Tracy Creek State Forest is in the Rathbone
natural gas field, which was drilled in the
193G's and currently does not have any active
weills. Roughly 30 wells were drilled in this
ficld. However, no records exist to confinm
whether the wells were properly plugged and
abandoned. Over 168 natural gas wells were
drilled in the six towns where the State
Forests and Wildlife Manzgement Areas are
located, Roughly six of the wells remain
active.



MNatural gas is routinely stored in depleted
reservoirs deep underground. New York State
has over 25 such facilities. In this Units’ avea
natural gas can be injected into the Oriskany
anrd/or Omondaga Formations during low
demand months and withdrawn as market
conditions and contract obligations dictate, At
this time o1l and gas Jeases for underground
gas storage exist on Rock Creek State Forest,
Cameron State Forest and Greenwood State
Forest. (Gas is stored in the Oviskany
Formmation at depths ranging between 4 0600
and 4,300 feet at facilities located on Rock
Creek and Greenwood State Forests. These
facilities are operated by Columbia Gas
Transnussion Corperation. The project at
Cameron State Forest (includes only the
northern most 10 acres) is pennitted by
Steuben Gas Storage Corporation to store gas
in only the Onondaga Formation from
approximately 3,500 to 4,000 feet.

A five year exploration and development
iease is in effect on Canacadea State Forest,
this lease was approved by the NYS DEC in
April / May of 1998, for a primary tenm of
five (5) years. InMarch of 2003 NYS DEC
received competitive bids for the sale of oil
and gas leages on Cameron, Traey Creek,
Carneron Mills, and Burt Hill State Forests.
These leage agreements are in the process of
teing executed.

Natural gas transmission pipelines are
located on Greenwood, Cameron, Rock Creck
and Turkey Ridge State Forests, A major
natural gas "play” is currently oceurting in the
Trenton/ Black River formation in eastern
Steuben County. This activity has branched
into the Town of West Union just south of the
Canisteo River Basin Unit and will Likely
spread in to this area.

MINING
Sand and Gravel

Sand and gravel resources vary
throughout this area. NYS DEC permitted

mine facilities are located in nearly every
municipality within the Canisteo River Basin,
with each town contaiming some level of
nnconsolidated resource. The reserves can be
spotty depending on the depositional
envitenment. Quality and quantity of the
reserves generally dictate development,

A higher concentration of ming sites are
iocated near the town of Hornelleville, Thisis
mdicative of resource development near urban
areas with a Jarger populations, and high
aggrepate demsand. The surrounding
municipalities have tapped the resources, but
have not yet fully developed the reserves.

This is mainly due to their rural setting, low
market demand, and relativeiy small
population.

A portion of Helmer Creek Wildlife
Management Areas was developed as a
cominercial gravel operation prier to the NYS
DEC’s acquisition of the area.

Hard Rock

As 18 the casc in most of central New
York, this area is underiain by salt deposits.
However, at depths in excess of 2000 feet, 1t
would not be practical to develop the resource
utilizing standard mining practices.
Furthermore, the thickness and guality of the
salt seam underlying the Wildlife
Management Area’s and State Forest are
unkarown. This, coupled with market demand
for the product, would limit the possibilities of
devcloping sait reserves.

Various hard rock deposits underlay this
area, the most commeon being shale,
sandstone, and silistone. The depth to the
deposit, its thickness, and its quabity would
determine the Rasibility of developing these
resources. At this time, the depth to guality
hard rock resources under southwesiemn
Steuben County generally restricts reserve
developrment,
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VEGETATIVE TYPES AND
STAGES

Canjstec River Pasin Unit vegetation is
dominated by pole sized natural hardwood
forests. Hardwood species inchide red mapie,
caks, hickories, ash, aspen, and apple. The
majority of the softweod component consists
of plantation species such as red pine and
Norway spruce, Many of the hardwood
forests have a softwood component of white
pine and hemlock., White pine and hemiock
also comprise most of the natural conifer
stands, although some natural stands of red
. pine do occur.

Secondary vegetative types include,
transition hardwood forests on some upland
portions of the Unit, and wetland vegetative
types on lowlands. Many former agricultoral
fields have been replanted to conifers or
reverted back to "pilonecr" forest types.

The following table {Table 4) lists
vegetative fypes and stages for the Canisteo
River Basin Unit, These records are estimated
from the mest recent inveniories available.
Depending on the area, inventory data was
taken sometime between 1987 and 2001,

Tahie 4 VYEGETATIVE TYPES AND STAGES
Vegetative Type Acres by Size Class % of Total
0-3in 6-1lin [ 12+in | other
Natural Forest Hardwood 714 2734 1511 64.3%
Natural Forest Conifer 46 595 439 14.0%
Plantation 253 993 115 17.6%
Wetland 18 ¢.2%
Ponds 25 0.3%
Open/Brush 168 2.2%
Other (Roads, Parking lots, etc.} 104 1.3%
Total (Acres) 1413 4322 2065 315 7715
WILDLIFE AND WILDLIFE hunters throughout New York and
surrounding states for over 40 years. Dcer
HABITAT harvest in recent years has approachied 15 per

The Canisteo River Basin Unit is within
the Appalachian Flateau ecological unit
characterized by active and abandoned
farmland interspersed with woodland, Few
wetlands are present and consequently the
area i3 home to pritmanly upland wildlife
species. The arca has a long history of high
deer numbers and has been well known to

square mile in portions of this unit.

Ity addition, this unit contains some of the
last temaining populations of timbcer
ratfiesnakes in New York State, While these
populations have been much reduced over the
years, several important denning argas are
afforded protection by being in state
ownership.
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Wehrle’s salamander (Plethodon wehriei)
was identified on the West Cameron Wildlife
Manapement Area in a 1996 biodiversity
inventory conducted by the New York Natural
Heritage Program, This salamnander has a
state rank of -2 indicating it i3 very
vuinerable in the state with only 6 to 20
OCCTERCES.

Several species that were absent entirely
in the early 20" century have begun 0
repopulate the area. The black bear
popuiation has been expanding for the past 20
vears and sightings are now guite common.
Hohbeat have been present for a number of
years at very low levels but these populations
are also beginning to prow. Wild turkey, now
coramon throughout the area were totally
absent just 50 years ago.

If the trend of agricultural land
abandonment and reversion fo brush land and
forest continues, these species that prefer
iarge areas of unbroken forest will continue to
PIOSper,

WETLANDS AND WATER
RESOURCES

AQUIFERS

This Unit is locafed within the Canisteo
River basin. Portions of Cameron State Forest,
Rock Creck State Forest, Tracy Creek State
Forest, Cameron Miils State Forest, and
Helmer Creek Wildhife Managenient Area
overlie major aquifers.

These aquifers ate unconfined sand and
gravel or lacusiring sands which are capabie
of flowing at greater than 100 gallons per
minuie.

WETLANDS

According to maps produced puréuant to
Article 24 of the Environmenta]l Conservation

Law (Freshwater Wetlands Act), this Unit
containg one wetland at least 12,4 aores in size
which is protected by the Act. The map
designations and classifications according to 6
NYTERR, Part 664, Freshwater Wetlands
Iapping and Ciassification Regulations is:
Cii-1. Maps showing the location of NYS
regulated wetlands are available from
Regional NYS DEC Offices. CM-1 js 42.3
acres on Cameron State Forest and {5
composed of areas of emergent vegetation,
which are seasonally flooded, and areas of
open water, which arg permanently ficoded.
The open water is calied Cameron Pond, and
i8 part of the Cameron Pond Day Use Area.

Maps produced by the US Fish and
Wildlife Service as part of the National
Wetlands Inventory indicate the presence of
approximately 17 smaller wetlands which may
be protected under Section 404 of the Federal
Clean Water Act. The Federal wetlands are
described as scrub-shrub, emergent, and
unconsolidated-bottom wetlands of seasonal
to permanent sateration. Many of these
wetlands are man-made, constructed under the
CCC progratn or more recent habitat
mprovement prograrms.

STREAMS

There are approximately 12 miles of
streams within the state land of thos Unit. 3.2
miles are classified as trout streams under the
NYS Water Resources Regulations. Major
niatnied creeks consist of Cameron Cresk, Rock
Creck, Brovwn Hollow Creek, Erskin Hollow
Creek, Stephens Gulch, Helmer Creek, and
Tracy Creck. The majority of these have
intermittent or nnittown fisheries resources.
Known fish specics include minnows, dace,
and brook and brown trout.

PONDED WATERS

Asg most of the state 1ands in this Unif are
at the top of the watershed, ponded waters are
limited, However, there is one named pond
on thiz Unit; Cameron Pond ot Cameron State
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Forest. At ieast 3 other unnamed ponds ars
also Jocated on this Unit. Almond Lake, a

. large flood control impoundment, managed by
the US Army Corps of Enginecrs, is adjacent
to Canacadea $tate Forest.

SIGNIFICANT PLANTS
AND PLANT
COMMUNITIES

No rare plants or significant plant
cormmunities are listed in the Natoral Heritage
data base for the Canisteo River Bagin Unit.
The Unit docs contain several smail
popuiations of pink lady slipper (Cyripedium
agaule) and Ginseng (Panax quinguefolius),
which are exploitably wilnerable native plants
likely to become threatened in the near futere
throughout ail or a significant portion of their
range within the state if causal factors
continue unchecked.

ROADS

The Canisteo River Basin UInit is accegsed
by state, county and town roads {(see location
map, page 1). Town maintained gravel roads
comnprise the majority of access routes. Many
of these town roads are not maintained for
winter travel.

The 1ad system maintained by NYS DEC
provides for both public and administrative
access to the Canisteo River Basin Unit, The
roads are constructed to standards that will
provide reasonably safe trave! and keep
maintenance costs at 2 minimum. There are
three types of NYS DEC maintained roads -
public forest access roads, and haul roads and
access trails - each provide different levels of
access, depending on the standards to which
they are constructed.

Public access roads are constructed and
maintained to accommodate motor vehicle
traffic, they are permanent, vnpaved roads.

They may be designed for all-weather use
depending on their location and surfacing.
These roads provide primary access within a
Unit. The standards for these roads are those
of the Class A and Class B access roads as
provided for in the Forest Road Handbook.

Haul roads are permanent, unpaved roads
but are not designed for all-weather travel.
They are constructed primarily for the
removal of forest products and provide only
litnited access within the Canisteo River Basin
LInit. Public motor vehicle use is not allowed,
but pedestrian travel is encouraged. All
administrative roads are gated and waming
signs are posted. The standards for these
roads are those of Class C roads as provided
for in the Forest Road Handbook.

Access Trails may be permanent, unpaved
and do not provide all-weather access within
the Unit. These trails are originally designed
for removal of forest products and may be
used to meet other management objectives
such ag recreational trails. These trails are
constructed according to Best Management
Practices,

NYSDEC maintains 7.2 tniles of roads on
the Canisteo River Basin Uit

Canacadea State Forest contains a 2 1/4
mile access toad accessible from Erie Ave. in
the Town of Almond. The access road forks
near the top of the hitl. The right fork ends at
a turn arpund/ parking ares, and the left fark
ends at 3 beautifvl overlook of Almond Lake
which makes an excellent picnic spot (there is
also a turn around/ parking lot).

Turkey Ridge State Forest containg a ¥
mile access road which is accessed from
Norton Hollow Rd. near the intersection of
Woodworth Bd. The access road ends at a
turn around / parking Jot.

Carneron State Forest has g 800 . access

road going to Cameron Pond. In addition,
there 1s an haul road about 0.2 mile long
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which conneets to the gas transmission line
bisecting the property. The gas line has about
3 2 miles that can also be used for
administrative access to sections of the state
forest.

Tracy Creek State Forest has about 1 mile
of hawl road, which is also designated as an
access trail for persons with dizabilities as per
cormmigeioners policy UP-3 (see ATV
TRAILS).

Greenwood Siate Forest has two access
roads, one is about 0.3 mile long and ends ina
turn around / parking lot. The second
provides access to the well pads and gas
pipeline. It is slightly longer than a half mile,
there iz aiso about a mile of gas pipe line,
some of which can be used to access sections
of the state forest.

Eight parking lots are mainfained
throughout Camisten River Basin Unit. {See
Appendix I}

RECREATION

The Canisteo River Basin Unit provides
recreational opportunities within a two hour
diive of metropolitan Rochester, and less than
2 half-hour dove to the Village of Dansville,
and the cities of Corning, and Hornell.
Conseguently, recreafional use can be
seasonally eoncentrated and varied,

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES IN
THE UNIT INCLUDE:

»  Hunting

Fishing

Trapping

Hiking

Camping
Canocing

+  Mountain Biking

«  Snowmobtling

«  {ross Country Skiing

LI N 2 |

* Snowshoeing

*  Picmicking

»  Bird and Wildiife Watching
»  Bery and Apple Picking

*  Photography

= Nature Study

Different regulations apply to state forests
and wildlife management arcas. Ovemight
camping is permitted anywhere on state
forests as Jong as it is not within 156 1. of any
road, tail, spring, streain, pond, or other water
source. For groups of Jess than 10 people and
for up to 3 days no permit is required, longer
stays and/pr larger groups are allowed to camp
with a free permit obtained from the NYS
DEC Forest Rangrers, at the Bath sub-office,
Overmight camping s not allowed on Wildlife
Management Areas.

Camping sites must be kepf neat, cIean and in
sanitary condition.

At this time, no opportunities exist for
ATV and off-road vehicle use on state land in
NYS DEC Region 8. Depositing or leaving
rubbish or waste material is prohibited.
Cutting, removing, or destroying any living, or
standing dead trees or plants is prohibited.
Users are requested 1o please extinguish all
fires completely. Hunting, {rapping, and
fishing are allowed only during legal season,
consuit the NYS DEC Hunting and Trapping,
and the Fighing Regnlations Guides for
seasons, honrs, and bag limits.

HUNTING

Hunting is popular on all State Lands in
the Canisteo River Basin Unit. Both small
and big pame hunting cpporinaities exist,
White-tailed deer are the primary big game
species, although Black Bear are also hunted.
Archery, mvzzle loading, and shot gun
seasons are open annually in the fall.
Permanent tree stands are prohibited. Also
prohibited are any equipment that damages the
trees, this includes screw in steps, eye hooks
ete. Small game include; wild furkey, ruffed
grouse, pheasant, woodcock, squirrels,

14



cottontail rabbit, and waterfowl. Trapping of
furbearers is also encouraged.

FISHING

Fighing opportunities are limited, there are
a few smoall creeks in the unit, these include
Rock Creck in Greenwood State Forest, Tracy
Creek in Tracy Creek State Forest, Helmer
Creek in Helmer Creek Wildhife Management
Area. Cameron Pond (which provides mostly
warm-water figheries) and the beaver pond off
of Stonehousa Rd. in Cameran State Forest
are the main fishing sites within the umit.

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS

Cameron Pond Day Use Area in Cameron
State Forest i3 accessed off of West Cameron
Rd., it in¢ludes a parkang area, a 16 acre pond
which provides fishing opportunities for bass
and pan fish, canoeing, and enjoyable
surroundings for picnicking

HIKING TRAILS

There are nuimerous trails, old roads and
pipelines in the Canisteo River Bagin Unit to
explore, however none of these irails are
currently marked and very few are mapped.
The exception is the 3/4 mile section of the
Finger Lakes Trail that passes through the
northern portion of Burt Hill State Forest
(along this trail exists a lean-to built and
maintained by the Finger Lakes Trail
Conference). The Finger Lakes Trail is
maintained by the Finger Lakes Trail
Conference {(585) 658-9320. Ail trails in this
unit can also be vsed for mountain biking,
cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing
thowever motorized vehicle use is prohibited).

ATV TRAILS / PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES
ACCESS

The oniy legal ATV iraiis that exist are
for persons with disabilities. Pursuant to CP-
3, individuals with qualifying disabilities may
apply for a permit to operate an ATV on irails
designated by the DEC. For further inquiries
contacted the DEC office in Bath. (See
Appendix D)

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESOURCES

On the Unit there are no known pre-
Buropean settlement archacolopgical sites.
Much of the NYS DEC lands are en
highlands. It is well documented that Native
Americans had occupied the valleys
encompasgsed by the unit. Jt is assumed the
uplands were wsed for hunting grounds,
however, it is unlilely settlements were
located on these upland areas.

ARCHAEQLOGICAL SITE
PROTECTION

If any wnrecorded archaeological sites are
located within this land unit they are protected
by the provisions of the Mew York State
Historic Preservation Act {SHPA - Article 14
PRHPL), Addicle 9 of Environmental
Conservation Law and Scction 233 of
Education Law. No actions that would impact
these resources are proposed in this Unit
Management Plan. Showld any such actions
be proposed in the future they wiil be
reviewed in accordance with SHPA.
Unauthorized excavation and removal of
materials from any of these sites is prohibited
by Article 9 of Environmental Conservation
Law and Section 233 of Education Law.
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ARCHAEQLOGICAL
RESEARCH

If any archacological sites are located on
this unit they will be made available for
appropriate research. All future
archacological research to be conducted on
the property will be accomplished under the
auspices of all appropriatc permits. Research
permiis wiil be {ssned only after consultation
with the Nesw York State Muscum and the
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation. Extensive excavations are not
contemplated as part of any research program
in order to assurc that the sites are available to
future researchers who are likely to have more
advanced tools and techniques as well as
different research questions.

HISTORIC SITES

There are signs of European seftlements
thronghout the Unit. There are severaj
cemeteties of known and unknown origin
throughout the Unit. They are either
maintained by the state or volunteers.

The area surrounding the nnit was settled
as early ag 1796 and as late 25 1844, From
1870- 1500 much of the area was cleared for
many types of wood products, mainly lumber.
Much of the hunber as weli as ether products
went down the Canisteo river on *arks” and
found their way to the Chesapeake Bay. Once
the area wag depleted of tirnber, farming
began.

The Unit has numerous home sites as well
as remnants of stone, stump and rail fences,

all evidence of prior land occupation and uses.

On the Cameron Sfate Forest is the remains of
house known 2s “the stone house™, built in
1876,

The ¢learcutting, farming and oceasional
fires contributed to the current mix of
vegetation on the area. The ﬂrf:s{ and
clearcutting favored the osk species.
Abandoned farmland reverted to pioneer
hardwood species such as aspen and maples.
Some areas were planted with conifers.

In 1934 the first natural gas well was
drilled on what is now the Greenwood State
Forest by the Home Gas Company. Daring the
same time period several more wells were
drilled on the state lands in the area. When the
g£as supply was depleted , natural gas was
purnped into these wells for storage.
Fransmission lines eross the unit with a pump
station located just off state Jand on Rock
Creck Road in the town of Greenwood, This
enterprise is now owned by the Columbia Gas
Transmission Co.

Many of the older plantations (60 plus
years), on the unit were planted by the CCC’s _
{Civilian Conservation Corps ).Over the years
these plentations have heen thinned through
several olher government programs such ag
the YOO {Youth Conservation Corps),
Department of Comrections inmates, and
trmber sales.

Three ponds were built on the Cameron
State Forest for wood duck habitat in the
1950 and late §0's. These were built throvgh
a cooperative effort of state, county and
federal government.

1t the 1990 to the present the Ruffed
Grouse Society and The National Wild Turkey
federation have sponsored projects to enhance
wildlife habitat on numerous sites on the Unit.

Most of the this information was taken
from Richard Scheres’ book,” Steuben
County, The First 200 Years™. Other sonrces
from NYSDEC.
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NEEDS, ISSUES AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

This plan strives t¢ manage the diversity
of the Canisteo River Basin Unit biological
and social resources for multiple use to serve
the needs of the people of New York State. In
order to manage the Canistco River Basin
Unit for multiple uge, NYS DEC must manage
the ecosystem in a holistic manner while
reconciling the many and sometimes
conflicting demands on the ecosystem. This
must be done within the framework of the
Environmental Conservation Law {ECL),
rules and regulations, and depariment policies
and proceduses.

On the Canisteo River Basitt Unit, many
1ssues including public needs form the basis
for the objectives and management actions sct
forth in this plen. The NYS DEC recognizes
that planning must be done today to ensure
cffective management in the future.

FUNDING

Funding to support the management of lands
covered in this plan is pritnanly derived from:

» Capitsl construction account {State
(General Fund monies)

= Rehahilitation & Improvement account
{State General Fund monies)

«  Stewardship - Special Revenue Ofher
{SRO) account. State forests only. Note:
The primary source of revenue for the
SRO account is from commercial sales of
forest products listed shove.

=  Services in lieu of payment during
commercial sales of forest products.
{These services are limited to the specific
location where the sale occurs.)

» Environmental Protection Fund (EPF).
This account is primarily funded from the
real extate transfer tax and other

appropriations by the legislatore. This
fund may be used for a wide variety of
projects including hahitat enhancement
for plants and animals, recreational
facilittes and forestry improvements such
as pre-commercial thinming, artificial
regeneration, and control of invagive
Species.

+  Conservation Fund. Wildlife manggement
areas only. A state fund consisting
pnmarily of imcome from the sale of
sporting licenses, fines from penalties from
fish and wildlife law violations, sale of
products off lands edministered by the
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine
Resources, and retum 2 Gift to Wildlife
donations.

» Wildlife Restoration Program Fonds. These
are federal funds commonly referred to as
Pittrnan-Robertson Funds. This is a federal
program established from money received
from excise taxes on the sale of sporting
guns and ammunition,

Regional allocations from these accounts
st be shared by all NYS DEC lands within
the region. There is no specific budget
established to manage an mdividual site.
Funding is distributed based on pricrities for
all areas within the region. Tasks listed in the
work schedule in this plan 2re contingent upon
available fimding and commitments associated

. with higher priority projects within the region.

Cooperative partnerships nging the “Adopt
A Natural Resource Program™ with private
conservation organizations or other interested
parfies can be used to complete projects on the
Canisteo River Basin Unit. ‘These parinerships
are a valuable supplemental source {or
providing needed services.
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CURRENT KNOWN
ILLEGAL USE

* ATV and dirt hake use

o Off road driving

*  Dumping/ iftering

+  Vandalism

»  Construction of permanent blinds and/or
tree stands

Harvest of ginseng

Cultivation of marijuana

Poaching

Underage drinking

* & % &

SUMMARY OF IDENTIFIED ISSUES

ACCESS

It is NYS DEC policy to provide
appraopniate public and operational access on
the Canisteo River Basin Unit. Accessisa
necessity for both pubiic use and land
management. However, appropriate
restrictions on access positively contribotes o
. the natural character of state lands.

Staff has identificd needs for additional
administrative aceess roads on Greenwood
ard Cameron Mills State Forests, Parking for
West Cameron Wildlife Management Area is
zlong the shoulder of 2 town road in a rather
precarious location. Turkey Ridge also has
paridng problems ziong Norton Hoflow Road.
Additional parking is required to
accommodate existing public use,

This was noted through the vanety of
public eormments received prior to the
preparation of this plan. Some requested
additional recreational amenities such as
carapgrounds, picnic areas and horseback and
snowmobile trail development; others asked
the Canisteo River Basin Unit’s natural
character be maintained. Some wanted NYS
DEC to promote tovrism and local interest.
One reconunendation was to gate the entrance
at Turkey Ridge State Forest, another
requested better agcess to Cameron Mills
State Forest and another asked to deny access
by all terrain vehicles and recommended that
all hunting to be done on foot. Others asked
that hunters not frespass on landowners

property.

Staff has also identified access issues
concemning Canacades State Forest. The
railroad line which forms the northem border
of the Canacadea State Forest is currently
embargoed. This line is owned by a multi -
county rail authority. Should this line be
abandoned, the Degartment should
agpressively pursue acquisition of s much of
the right - of - way as necessary 1o assure
access to State Route 21,

TIMBER MANAGEMENT

Plant communities are by nature dynamic
and ever-changing. Young tree stands get
older, and species composition changes with
time. Disturbances from fire, wind, insects,
disease, timber harvest, and other land-use
practices have been an important part of the
history of New York forests and have
determined the composition and structure of
today’s forests. By applying different forest
management or silvicuitural practices, land
managers can effect change in vegetative types
and stages and associated use by wildlife.

The production of forest products is a
clearly stated goal in the Reforestation Law of
1929 and is consistent witly the proposed
management actions in the Canisteo River
Basin Unit. But, it too is challenged by
conflicting opinions. Some public expressed a
desire for selective harvesting, the harvest of
mature trees, managed burns and elear-cutting.
{Others expressed & desire for no clear cutting.
{Concern was also noted about the regularity of
timber harvest and the immediate cffects of
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logging the forest in terms of aesthetic
appreciation. Others expressed concern about
any logging activities in steep areas subject to
erosion.

Additional comments include: not
marking for timber stand improvement,
leaving wildlife den and food trees to establish
wildlife food plets, and inclusion of a buffer
zone at the northermmost houndary line of the
Burt Hill Sfate Forest to see that the Finger
iakes Trail corridor is protected from
aesthetically adverse activities.

WATER RESOURCES

The Environmental Conservation Law
(ECL) dictates that the State Forests within
the Canistec River Basin Unit be managed for
watershed protection. This is also clearly
consistent with 'Wildlife Management Area
objectives and sound conservation practices
and public desires. Best Managemeit
Practices are used for all silvicultural
practices on state lands. These require
specific conservation practices which protect
soils and water quality during timber harvest.
Well-managed water resources have multiple
benefits, inchuding quality fish and waldlife
hatvitats, acsthetically pleasing sites, ground
water protection, and {leod water retention.

Public comment requested damming of
ereeks and digging of ponds to provide
important water sources.

WILDLIFE AND WILDLIFE
HABITAT

Broad public support was nofed for heaithy
wildlife popuiations as a source of a variety of
recreations. Recormendations inciuded
establishment of wildlife food plots. One
comment indicated seemingly too few turkeys
and grouse. Other wildlife mentioned include

deer, raitlesnakes and possibly bears. One
agked to post the land as an endangered species
area due to timber raftlers near Helmer Creek
Wildlife Management Area and Cameron Mill
State Forest. Bome adjacent landowners asked
fo post signs allowing hunting with prior
permission.

FISH MANAGEMENT

The Dhivizion of Fish and Wildiife is
chargsd by Environmental Conservation Law
to maintain and improve the fisheries resouree
and develop and administer measures for
mraking the resource accessible for the people
of the state. One public cornment requested
tmore stocking of game fish in the Cameron
Pond.

PUBLIC RECREATION AND
USE

Public comments received include 2
general encouragement to increase
opportunities for hunting, tapping, fishing,
hiking, catitping, bird watching, cross-couniry
skiing, boating, snowmobiling and horseback
riding. Additional current recreational uses
include Cameron Pond Day Use Arca, and the
overlook on Canacadea State Forest,

OIL AND GAS LEASING

Public commentors expressed varying
comments on oil and pas leasing. Some
believed that particular areas of the unit should
be protected from gas well leasing; others were
completely spposed to gas leasing at their
favorite hunting spot; while still others thought
leasing for gas would be acceptable ifNYS
DEC conld manage any funds penerated from
it.
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COOPERATIVE
AGREEMENTS

Additional funding would be required to
optimally enhance the lands and facilities of
this Unit. Public comments suggest that
present conditions may be accepiable,
althongh some support parking 1ot
improvements, and adding outhouses, for
example. There is a need to identify
additional funding and actively search out
cogperative agreemenis and parinerships to
maintain roads and trails and other facilities in
the Canisteo River Basin Unit.

WNYS DECs’ formal cooperative program,
called the Adopt-a-Natural-Resource
Stewardship Program, encourages individuals
and groups to undertake activities that meet
management needs of state-owned natural
resources. Multiple benefits of such
parimerships have been identified; serving as a
means to complele work that helps preserve,
maintain and enhance natural resovrees at
nunimel cost to the New York State. Tt is also
an opportunity for organizations, groups and
individuals to show willing support for
comservation cfforts, large and small. Such
efforts may involve the clean up of vandalism,
litter pick up, establishment or maintenance of
nature trails, providing interpretive services
for school groups and other citizens,
management of fish and wildlife habitats and
other positive benefits to the site and natural
TESOUrCEs.

OPEN SPACE
CONSERVATION

MNew York State has been a leader in
recognizing the value of open, undeveloped
land. In September 2002, Govemor George
Pataki issucd a plan prepared by NS DEC
and the NYS Office of Parks Recreation and
Historical Preservation, cntitled, " Conserving

Open Space in New York State".
http:/fwww.dec state ny.us/website/dIFosp/toc2
002 himi is the web site this docnment can be
viewed at, and as new versions are written
during the lifetime of this Unit Management
Plan they will also be posted on NYS DEC's
web site.

The Open Space Plan of 2002 characterizes
the need for perpetuation, in a grand sense, of
open space and natural landscapes as, “The
quality and character of the lives of the people
of New York depend upon the quality and
charagter of the land on which we live. These
iands shape the way we spend our leisure time,
affect the long termn strength of our economy,
determine whether we have clean air and water,
support the web of living things of which we
are a part, and affect how we think about
ourselves and relate to other New Yorkers.”
The Open Space Plan eutlines what open space
should be saved and includes priorities and
giidelines for public land acquisition. Asof
the writing of this plan, no parcels adjacent to
the Canisteo River Basin Unit are listed in the
Open Space Flan. Land may be gifted to the
state, and smill parcels purchased when
meeting the criferia of the smali projects
catepory, without being listed in the Open
Space Plan provided they mect the
requirements listed later in this plan.

AESTHETICS

In addition to providing open space and a
place to experience wildlife and wild land,
public lands should zlso be pleasing to the eye
and soul, Scenic vistas, the vee of natural
materizls, and attention to guality design and
maintenance are important compoanents of
effectively managing the Canisteo River Basin
Unit. The challenge s to ailtract users to the
site without destroying what has drawn them
there in the first place,
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CULTURAL RESOURCES protection and enhancement of historic and
AND HISTORIC cultural resources, readily identifiable as

valued parts of the coramon heritage of New

PRESERVATION York's citizena,

The pubiic comments supported the

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

The laws, regulations, and policies lsted below provide broad guidelines within which this plan
is prepared. The Environmentat Conservation Law of the State of New York is availabie to the
public at local libraries, NYSDEC offices, from private vendors, and at
www dec.state ny.nsfwebsite/regsfindex. him/ on the internet.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION LAW (ECL)
ECL Article § - Environmental Quality Review
ECL Article 9 - Lands and Forests
ECL Articie 11 - Fish and Wildlife
ECL Articie 15 - Water Resources
ECL Article 23 - Mineral Besonrces
ECL Asticle 24 - Freshwater YWetlands
ECL Article 33 - Pesticides
ECL Asticle 51 - Implementation of Envivonmental Quality Bond Act of 1972
ECL Article 71 - Enforcement

NEW YORK CODE RULES AND REGULATIONS (6NYCRR)
Title-6
Chapter 1 - Fish and Wildlife
Chapter II - ELands and Forests
Chapter Il - Air Resources
Chapter IV - Quality Services
Chapter V - Resource Management Services
Chapter V1 - State Environmental Quality Review
Chapter Vi - Subchapter A

- Implementation of EQBA of 1972

Chapter X - Division of Water Resources

DEPARTMENT POLICIES
Fubiic Use
Temporary Revocable Pennits
Motor Vehicle Use
Timber Management
Unit Management Planning
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Pesticides

Prescribed Pums

State Forest hMaster Flan

Inventory

Acquisition

Road Construction

Motor Vehicle Access for People with Disabilities Policy (CP 3}
Hest Management Practices

General Freshwater Wetlands Pecmit for WMA Management Activities
Burcan of Fisherics Fish Stocking Policies

Archaeological Site Protection

Archaeological Research

FEDERAL LAW

US Army Corps of Engineers Marnual for Almond Lake Daim Cperation
Americans with Diszbilities Act

Federal Wetland Law 404 - Water quality

ele. .

22



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

VISION

The vision of this plan is t¢ ensure the biological integrity, improvement and protection of the
Canisteo River Basin Unit. This shall be done within the multiple use concept of management,
which strives to serve the needs of the people of New York State by providing a broad based,
biologically diverse ecosystem. Management will be considered over a broad gesgraphical ares,
not only to ensure the hiplogical diversity and protection of the ecosystem, but also to optimize the
many benefits to the public that these lands provide.

NYS DEC lands within Canisteo River Basin Unit ave unigue compared with most private properties
in the swrrounding landscape. Private landowners have differing management objectives and property
size is generally muoch smaller. State lands provide large expanses open to public recreation. State land
management horzons extend over & very long time frame. This ailows for a commitment to provide
healthy and diverss forest ecosystemns and to manage and enhance unique vegetative types.

To achieve the vision, this plan will provide specific management goals with measurable planaing
ohjectives. The objectives will be augmented and supported by a plen of action and a timetable.

ACCESS

The existing network of roads and parking lots is mostly suificient for intended usez. However, for
administrative purposes, a need exists for two additional roads; one on Greenwood State Forest, the
other en Cameron Mills State Forest. In addition, a need for a parking lot has been identified on the West
Cameron Wildlife Management Area, Turkey Ridge State Forest, and two sthall ones on Cameron State
Forest. (See maps pps 68 and 70)

Restricted motor vehicle access to administrative roads by gates and signs will continue. The costs
to upgrade administrative grade roads to public access roads are prolubitive. Motor vehicle access
restrictions are nceded to maintain the “backwoods” character of the land. In addition the Department
reserves the right to limit access to State Lands when public safety issves occur.

- MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR ACCESS

Management Objectives Mgt Management Actions Freguency
Action of Action
1. Tdentify need for additional acoess 1.0 Burvey sites) As Needed
11 Receive public cormments On-Going
1.2 Solicit public comments Every 10 yrs
2. Construct identified additional 20 Complete construction of access 2003 & When
facilities road on Greenwood State Forest, budgets permit
2.1 Complete constructon of accessroad  One Time
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22 Construct Parking lot on West When
Cameron Wildlife Management Area budgets permit.
23 Construct Parking Lot on Turkey Ridge  When
State Forest budgets permit.
24 Construct two small parking areas on When
Cameron State Forest budget permit.
3. Maintain roads ERY Inspect culverts Bi-Annuaily
31 Replace inoperable culverts As Needed
3.2 Public access roads - Grade and '
Maintain surface. Bi-Annuaily
33 Administrative access roads - Grade
and Maintain surface. Every 3 yrs
34 Mow road right of way. Annually
35 Establish status of town roads As Needed
4. Maintain parlang aveas, 4,0 Maintain all parking areas. Az Needed
4.1 Maintain curhing As Needed
4.2 Maintain regulations signs Annually
5. Control access. 5.0 Hdentify the need for gates and signs. Asg Needed
5.1 Construct gates and post signs As Meeded
52 Maintain gates and signs, Annuslly
5.3 Enforce NYS DEC Policies On-Going
6.  Identify state property boundaries. 6.0 Survey, paint, blaze, and post boundary
lines. Every 5 yrs
6.1 Repair 2nd replace area signs. On-Going

on Cameron Mills State Forest

TIMBER AND YEGETATION MANAGEMENT

budgets penmit.

The Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan strives to majntain a balance of vegetative types
and vegetative stages. This balance is intended to produce marketable forest resources and enhance
wildhfe diversity and abundance. Presently, aithoupgh a variety of vegetative types do occur, a nurnber of
vegetative stages do not. Matural regeneration and growth since 1900 has resulted in the development of
large acreages of sawtimber stage natural hardwoods stands. Tree planting was conducted from the
1930’ {0 the 1970's, Many of the species were planted off-site, which has resulted in Jarge acres of older
declining conifer plantations. Censequently, very young vegetative stapes are lacking.

In order to create a better distribution of the vegetative stages over the entire unit, forest products
will be sold. The harvesis will be accomplished nging a vadety of sibvicnltural techniques such as
altering rotation length, converting even-age stands to unever-aged slands, establishing protection areas
to maintain and enhance diversity, and reserving ccologically sensitive areas such as stream banks,
wetlands, and steep slopes from intensive menagement. Protection arcas roceive special considerafion
whenever managernent activities are planned which may impact these areas. Examples include:
increased use of crosion control devices, seasonal harvest limitations, restrictions of type andfor size of
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harvesting equipment, and restricted skid trail layout, Some protection areas are restricted from all
harvest of forest products. These practices may also be employed on other areas not designated as
protection forest whenever site or vegetation protection is needed. Examples are: Poorly drained soils,
slopes over 15%, presence of historiczl or archeological features, recreational use, wildlife
considerations, and preparation for forest regeneration.

All sales over 3308, or with high demand, will be publically bid. Al sales will be administrated by a
state forester, using standard “DEC Sale of Forest Products” contracts. All payments are in advance of
harvesting. Revenue contracts over $10,008 require a perfortnance bond. Sales under $10,000 may
requite a performance bond at the discretien of regional staff.

The establishment of conifers through planting and natural regeneration has created a significant
conifer component, and it is important to maintain them a5 2 component of the ecosystem. Natural
regeneration often supply the necessary coniferous component, However, planting may be used to help
maintain & conifer component.

QOak and chestnut are desirable tree species {0 have on the Unit, however, some past management
practices and diseases have diseriminated against these species. For example, since the early 1980%
Gypsy Moth has periodically defoliated areas of forest and since the early 1900's chestnut blight has
killed off most of the chestouts from the forests. Selective harvesting has favored shade tolerant species
such as heech and maple. Shade intelerant vak seedlings are not able 1o survive under these conditions,
The objective is to maintain and enhance these species in the Unit by using current knowledge of oak
silviculture and employing new silvicultural techniques that develop from research. Shoutd a ireatrment
fe control chestnut blight, or resistant trees be developed, efforts would be made to bring back the:
chestmut to the area.

Forest regencration has been so complete on the Canisteo River Basin Unit that a need exists to
create and maintain at least a small portion of the Unit as grassland, OGrassy vegetation provides valuable
habitat for many popular game species and rarc protected species and is 2lso a desirabie ecotype when
soil protection is an objective. Clearing and resecding through timber harvest contracts, additional
service work, and oil and gas activities can accomplish the establishment of grasslands. Maintenance
through reguiar mowing roughly every third year is also necessary.

Various endemic and epidemic occurrences of insect, discases, fires and storms periodically impact
the vegetative communities of the Candsteo River Basin Management Unif. Infestations of introduced
insects such as Gypsy Moth and Hemlock Woolly Adelgid are of present concern and bear persistent
monitoring. Native insect species such as Pear Thrips and Fall Cankerwortns are cyclic in population
and may be expected to imnpact vegetation at some time in the future as they have in the past,

Some levels of inscct, discase and natural disaster are recopnized as being a beneficial factor in
shaping our vegetation, althongh quantifiable stendards are not presently available.

The professional foresters of NYS DEC will continue to ohserve the effects of these factors which
influence the vegetation on the unit. Management actions may be then able t¢ lesson undesirabie

fmpacts.

A forest intventory is recommended every 10 years,

See appendix E for a listing of forest manzgement plans, by stand number.
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR VEGETATION
{percent based on forest acreage)

Managemeni Objectives Mat. Management Actions Frequency
Action of Actipn
1. Maintain knowledge of forest sfands. 1.0 Perforim State Forest and Wildiife
Management Area inventory. Every 10 yrs
2. Maintain healthy vegetation 20 Practice Integrated Pest Management  On-Going
2.1 Reduce deer population, to reduce damage
to the low growing vegetation. Arnually

3. State Forest
Develop the foliowing balance.

2% openings 3 Develop 20 acres of open grassiand Over 10 yrs
from Seedling/Sapling/Drush.
31 Maintain with a 3 vr rotation Annually
8% Protection forest 3.2 Protect 609 acres. Cn-Going
8% Uneven Age silviculture, at a 33 Repenerate an average of 32 acres Annually
20 yr cuiting cyele.
72% Even Age silviculture, 34 Regenerate an average of 6 acres Annually
at 100 yr rotation. 35 Thin an average of 60 acres. Annuaily
4. Helmer Creek Wildlife Management 4.0 Uneven aged silviculture after 2.1 ig
achieved, 20 year cycie. 7
5. West Cameron Wildiife Managemen{ 5.0 Even Aged silviculture after 2.1 is
achicved, 100 year cyele. ?

WATERSHED AND WETLANDS PROTECTION

The ECL dictates that amang other purposes State Forests within this Unit be managed for watershed
protection. This is also clearly consistent with Wildlife Management Area objectives and sound
constryation practices and public desires. Watershed management is specifically mentioned in the
Reforestation Act of 1929, Timber Harvesting Guidelines which are mandatory for ali silvicultural
practices on state lands, reguire specific conservation practices which protect soils and water guahity.
These guidelines are mandatory on 2ll silvicultural practices on state forest lands. Compliance with the
New York State Freshwater Wetlands Act (ECL Article 24) and the Water Resources Law (ECL Asticle
15, Title 5) is required by NYS DEC when conducting management activities or construction projecis
that involve regulated activities within protected wetlands, water bodies, or streams. Regulated activities
within protected wetlands, streams and waterbodies include such things as clear-cutting vegetation and
construction of ponds or road crossings. Normal maintenance and repair of existing structures is
generally exempt from permit requirements. Well-managed water resources have multiple benefits,
including quality fish and wildlife habitats, aesthetically pleasing sites, ground water protection, and
flood waier retention.
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Needs for small dug-outs and a larger wetland development is cliciied in the objectives for "Wildiife
and Wildlife Habitat".

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR WATERSHED AND WETLANDS

Management Objectives Mgt. Management Actions Frequency
Action _of Action
1. Protect water and wetland 1.0 Titilize Best Management Practices
resources {BMPs}for water quality on timber sales, On-Going
1.1 Control erosion through proper road
maintenance. On-Going
1.2 Comply with the Water resources Law and Freshwater
Wetlands Acis. On-Going
I.3 Comply with General Stonmwater SPDES
Permut. On-Going
1.4 Lise erosion confrol measures in standard
Agricultural lease agreements on Wildiife
Management Areas On-Going

FISH AND WILDLIFE AND HABITAT

The Wildlife objectives for the unit focus on: (1) enhancing overall species diversity and abundance
by protecting rare and endangered species; {2) achicving the approprigte size for wildlife populations; {3)
providing information about wildlife; (4) inowing the status and distnbution of species; and, (5) employing
and demonstrating wildlife habitat management techniques.

The preservation of rare and endangered species, Objective 1, involves direct and indirect protection
through law enforcement and critical habitat management efforts. Ohjective 2, determining and achieving
the appropriate size for populations, involves measures of public satisfaction with wildlife-related recreation
and relief from nuisance and damage on adjacent properties. Achieving the appropniate size involves
advocating public use of the respurce as deseribed In the section on Puliic Recreation and Use.

Objective 3, meeting the pubhic desire for information about wildlife, can invalve on-site
educational material and general extension materigl for mass distibunen. The Department supports the use
of state lands as living classrooms for all ages, The development of on-site educational material can involve
considerations of gesthetics, cost of maintenance and vandalism, Guided tours and educational
presentations are ravely given due to staffing limitations.

{Ohjective 4, knowing the status of species, may involve sampies or direct counts, during various
seasons of the year, They may involve counts of animals, signs of activity, measures of presence or
absence, harvest information, distribution, density, preductivity, mortality or user surveys.

Ohjective 5, habitat management activities, will involve creating habitat types that favor desirable

species. These may be species desived for consumptive use, observation or ecological indicator species. In
addition, habitat management to improve or create habitats for rare and endangered species that aceur in the
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Canistea River Rasin Unit will be encouraged.

The mest significant wildlife habitat management practice that will be applied to the Canisteo Basin
Unit 1s timber harvesting, Maintaining a diversity of successional forest stages will provide for the greatest
diversity of wildlife species.

Cuonifer stands are an important component of the predominantly hardwood stands in the unit and
should teceive special consideration to insure that they remain as a component in future stands. Conifer
stands adjacent to sieep south and west facing hardwood slopes are parttculatly important a¢ deer wintening
habitat. Manapement of natural conifer stands should be designed to include muitiple age classes if
possible,

Nesting and roosting sites found in tree cavities will also be managed. Cutting prescriptions of pole
size timber will allow for the eventual establishment of cavity trees. Similarly, in older forest stands,
exishing cavity trees will remain in the stand at a rate of at least three hardwood and two softwood dens per
acre. Where feasible, dead trecs and snags will be left at a similar rate for all timber sales.

The creation and maintenance of permanent openings in the forest is a practice known to favor
many species of wildlife. Roads=ides and log landings can be seeded and maintained as openings for long
periods at minimal cost while Hmber harvests can create temporary openings. Openingsatarateof 3ta 5
acres per 100 acres of forest are desirable. Existing permanent openings on several forest units within the
unit will be maintained by periodic mowing.

Forest fragmoentation is an important 1ssue in maintaining sotne wildlife species that require large
expanses of unbroken forest. State Jands fend to provide this type of habitat in western New York where the
iand use is heavily influenced hy farming. Species such as black bear and bobeat are becoming more
comumon as abandoned fartnland reverts to forest adjacent to the state lands which ofien provide the core of
these large forested areas.

Sufficient harvest of deer to maintain reasonable population levels is in and of itself an important
habitat management tool, Deer have the ability to significantly affect the forest environment which in tum
has impacts on many other wildlife species. Loss of regeneration of important tree species is only part of.
the problem created when too many deer occupy the range. Many herbaceous plant species are lost or
suppressed and the entire lower forest strocture may be lost, Providing access for and encouraging decr
hunters to utilize these lands is important as well as providing the necessary licenses and permits to harvest
sufficient deer.

Several forests within the Canisteo River Basin Unit are impertant habitat for the threatened timber
rattlesnake. These areas need {0 be better identified, protected from activities that would prove detrimental
to the snakes snd managed to provide optimum habitat conditions. Usually the most critical habitat element
{den sites) is on very steep slopes that are protected becaunse of their inaccessibility. Howesver, manipulation
of the habitat in these sreas including timber harvest may be desirsble to remove shading of the sites or
cncovrage undergrowth that provides security and hunting areas for spakes. Any activities in these areas
should be reviewed carefully to ensure that it is compatible with the survival of threatened species.
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MANAGEMENT QBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR WILDLIFE

Management Objectives Mgt Management Actions Frequeney
Action of Actign
1. Creats and maintain wetland 1.0 Develop small water hole dug-outs As
ENvirons at a tate of 1 per 320 zcres to act opporiunities
as amphibian actvity centers. arisg
2. Maintain and enhance 2.0 Re-inventory and identify sites where On-going
consistently used deer vegetanive management would
wintering areas enhance {he site.
3. Frovide diverse forest wildiife
habitat through lorest management:
Identify and maintain 10% 3.0 Develop stand rotation and implement  On-going
af forest in a rotation dedicated plan.
to secdling sapling size class.
Provide denning and nesting sites 3.1 Identify and maintain 3 dead snags and  On-going
. throughouf the forest. 3 den trees per acre in stands being
treated.
Maintain coniferpus forest for iz Retain and regenerate conifers. Some On-going
associated wildlife species. planting may be necessary.
4. Identify and protect tiinber 40 Revise historic and verbal reports of den  On-poing
ratilesnake denning sites. locations and survey suspected lacations.
5. Maintain open areas for wildlife 5.0 Maintain existing openings by pericdic At least
e TN mowing (see Yegefation). every 3 yrs
3l Create new openings in conjunstion On-going
with other activities such a3 new roads,
6. Identify and preserve wehrie's 6.0 Survey and identify suspected habitat.  Un-Going
salamander habitat on the West 6.1 Preserve habitat, , On-Going

Cameron Wildlife Management Azea

PUBLIC RECREATION AND USE

Cme goal of the NYS DEC is to provide suitable opportunities for the public enjoymient of compatible
recreational pursuits in a natural setting. NYS DEC is charged under Environmental Conservation Law
with puarantecing that the “widest range of beneficial uses” of the environment is attained “without
upnecessary degradafion or other undesirable or unintended conseguences.” The public has an undentabie
stake it identifying both “beneficial uses™ and “undesirable consequences.” Recreational program
opportunities for people with disabilities will be planned in perspective with those available elsewhere in
the Region on NYS DEC lends. For z iist seg appendix D.
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Wildlife-related recreation, including hunting and trapping, is 2 dominant and important use of the
WYSDEC lands in the Canistep River Basin Unit. Wildiife users ave encouraged to adhere to standards of
equitable distribution, humane treatment, fair chase, ethics and the maintenance of the variety and quality
ofuse. Additional recreational pursuits will continug to be allowed to the extent that they are compatible
with habitat integrity, wildlife use and financial resources. Wildlife viewing is also encouraged in an
environmentally responsible manner.

Administrative and public access roads add te existing logging roads and gas pipelines to form an
excellent network to access recreational opportunities.

in keeping with current State Forest policy, camping ard day use picnicking are acceptable recreational
uges of Cameron Pond on Cameron State Forest. There are no immediate plans for increased recreational
facilities at this location. Possibilities include investigating the potential for improved access for people
with disabilities and a launch for “car top™ boats. Only muscle and electric powered boats aHowed,
Dispersed recreation will continue to be encouraged over the entire Canisteo River Basin Unit Management
Plan Area.

The Americans with Disabilities Act {ADA) and Its Influence on Management Actions for Reereation
and Related Facilifies

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), along with the Architectural Bairiers Act of 1968 (ABA)
and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; Title ¥V, Scction 504, have had a profound effect on the manner by
which pcople with disabilities are afforded equality in their recreational pursuits. The ADA s a
comprehensive law prohibiting discrimination against people with disabilities in employment practices, usc
of public transportation, use of telecommunication facilities and use of public accommadations, Title ITof
the ADA, applies to the Department and requires, in part, thaf reasonable modificafions must be made to its
services and programs, so that when those services and prograwns are viewed in their entirety, they are
readily accessible to and usable by people with disabilities, This must he done unless such madification
would result in a fundamental alteratign in the nature of the service, program ar activity or an undue
financial or adminisfrative burden to the Department. Since recreation is an acknowledged public
accomunodation program of the Departrnent, and there are services and activities associated with that
program, the Department has the mandated obdigation to comply with the ADA, Title Il and ADA
Accessibility Guidelines, as well as Section 504 of the Eehabilitation Act.

The ADA requires a public entity to thoroughiy examine each of its programs and services to
determnine the level of accessibility provided. The examination invelves the identification of all existing
programs and services and a formal assessment to determine the degree of accessibility provided ta each.
The assessment inchudes the use of the standards established by Federal Depariment of Justice Rule as
delineated by the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG, either adopted or
proposed) andfor the Mew York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Codes, as appropriate. Each
Unit Management Plan preparced by the Department will outline a proposed assessment process and a
schedule for completing the assessment. This activity is dependent on obtaining an inventory of all the
recreational facilities or assets supporting the programs and services available on the unit. The assessment
will alse cstablish the need for new or upgraded facilities or assets necessary to meet ADA mandates. The
Drepartment i3 not required to make each of its existing facilitics and assets accessible. The facilities or
assets proposed in this UMP are identified in the “Proposed Management Recommendations™ section,
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The Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines

The ADA reguires public agencies to employ specific guidelines which ensure that butldings, facilities,
programs and vehicles as addressed by the ADA are accessible in terms of architecture and design,
transportation and communication to individuals with disabilities, A federal agency known as the Access
Board has issued the ADAAG for this purpose. The Department of Justice Rule provides authority to these
puidelines.

Currently adopted ADAAG address the built environment; buildings, ramps, sidewalks, rooms within
buildings, ete. The Access Board has proposed guidelines to expand ADAAG to cover outdoor developed
facilities: trails, camp grounds, picni¢ areas and beaches. The proposed ADAAG is contained in the
‘September, 1999 Final Report of the Regulatory Negotiation Committee for Outdoor Developed Areas.

ATIAAG apply to newly constructed structures and factiitios and alterations to existing structures and
facilities. Further, it applies to fixed stmctures or facilities, 1.¢., those that are attached to the earth or
another structure that is attached to the earth. Therefore, when the Department is planning the constraction
of new recreational facilities, assets that suppert recreational faejlities, or is considering an alteration of
existing recreationzl facilittes or the assets supporting them, it raust also consider providing access to the
facilities or elements for people with disabilities. The standards which exist in ADAAG or ar¢ contzined in
the proposed ADAAG also provide guidance to achieve modifications to trails, pienic aress, campgrounds,
campsites and beaches in order to obiain programmatic compliance with the ADA.

ADAAG Application

{urrent and proposed ADAAG will be used in assessing existing facilities or assets to deterrmine
compliance to accessibility standards. ADAAG iz not intended or desipned for this purpose, bot using it to
estahlish accessibility levels lends credibility to the assessment result. Management recommendations in
each UMP wili be proposed in accordance with the ADAAG for the built environment, the proposed
ADAAG for ocutdoor developed areas, the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention 2nd Building Codes,
and other appropriate guiding documents. Until soch Hme as the proposed ADAAG becomes an adopted
tule of the Depactment of Justice, the Department is required to vse the best information available to
comply with the ADXA; this direction ncludes the proposed guidelines.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES ANT) ACTIONS FOR RECREATION

Management Objectives M. Munagement Actions Fregquency
Action . of Action
1. Identify additional recreation needs. 1.0 Feceive public input. On-Going
1.1 Monitor use patterns On-Going
1.2 Assess wser satisfaction from comments  On-Cloing
received.
2. Coordinate with volunteer gronps 2.0 Identify resources and/or volunteer
{o construet and/or maintain groups to form additional partnerships.  On-Going
existing and/or future recreational :
facilities,
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3. Determine feasibility and/or 30
compatibility of proposed additional 3.1

recreational opporiunities.
3.2

4. Provide additional recreational 4.4
opportunities,
4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

5. Advogate wildlife-hased recreation 5.0

6. Maintain existing and future 6.0
tecreational facihities.

7. Increase awareness of public 7.0
recreation opporfunities.

7.1

8. Enhance wisual appcéi 8.0

5.1

8.2

In house review of proposed projects As Needed
Negotiate with sponsoring volunteer

groungs. As MNeeded
Enter into agreements with voluntesr

croups to provide additional recreation.  As-Needed
Maintain and improve access for persons

with disabilities. On-Going
Provide techrnical support for volunteer

groups. As-Needed

Construct barriers to discourage motortzed
use of skid trails and abandoned roads after

logging operations. As Needed
Add rock to harden the trails to the 2003
beaver ponds on Cameron State Forest

on Gulf Rd. and Sionchouse Rd. :
Construct new facilities as appropriate.  As Neaded

Encourage hunting and irapping according

to Stafe regulations. On-Going
See Maintenance and Facilitics On-Going
Provide brochures and maps for users,  Update
Every 5 yts
Place kiosks at parking atreas One Time
Create scenic vistas. As-MNeeded
Establish a litter-free environment by '
promoting carry infearry out policy. On-Going
Remove litter from siate land. As-Meeded

UNIT MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

The goal is to maintain the facilities on the unit to ensure its integrity and character. This must be dene

with the resources available.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES

Management Objectives Migt. Management Actions Frequency
Action of Action
1. Maintain constructed i.0 Inspect for problems. Annualty
ponds/potheles. 1.} Repair dikes, control boxes, etc As Needed
1.2 Mow dikes/dams Every 3 yrs
1.3 Excavate bottom of ponds. Ag Needed
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2. Solicit volunteer groups to help 290 Promote Adopt a Natural Rescurce

maintain facilities Program. On-Going
2.1 Fnter into agreements with vohanteer
ETOURS. On-Going
3. Maintain existing and fufure 36 Identify nesded maintenance On-Going
recreationai facilities. il g the needed maintenance, as money On-Going
allows.
32 Enhance law enforcement efforts. On-Going
LAND ACQUISITION

It is not NYS DEC's goal to significantly enlarge the size of the state owned land within the Canisteo
River Basin Umt. However, certain parcels will be considered for purchasc if they contain rare,
endangered or threatened species in NY; improve access; or consolidate public ownership by eliminating
inkolding. It should be clearly understond that the Department intends to acquire these parcels from
willing sellers as funding becomes available.

Staff has also identified access issues concerning Cangcadea State Forest. The railvoad line which
forms the northern border of the Canacadea State Forestis currently embatgoed. This line is ovmed by a
multi - county rail anthority. Shouid this line be abandoned, NYS DEC should actively porsue acquisition
of as much of the right - of - way as necessary to assure access to State Route 21

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR LAND ACQUISITION

Management Obiectives Mgt Management Actions Frequency

Action of Action

1. Provide improved access to the 1.0 Identify land acquisition needs. On-Going
Canistzo River Basin Unit. 1.1 Acquire desired properties from willing

seliers as funding permits. On-Geing

2. Consolidate public pwnership 2.0 Identify land acquisition needs. On-Going
by eliminating inholdings. 2.1 Acquire desired properties from willing

seliers as funding permits. On-Going

3. Enhance regreational opportunity. 3.0 Identify land acquisifion needs. On-Going
3.1 Acquire desired properties from willing

sellers as funding permits. On-Going

4. Protect significant ecological areas. 4.8 Identify land scquisition needs. On-Going
4.1 Acquire desired properties from willing

sellers as fimding permits. On-Going
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MINERAL RESOURCES

Any activity invalving the procurcment of resources from the mineral estate are administered and
regulated by the NY'S DEC Division of Mineral Resources. This inchides the leasing of the minersl estate,
and compliance with terms of 2 lease agreement. Operations involved in extracting mineral resources, such
as siting, drlling and production are regulated by the NYS DEC Division of Minera) Resources.

The surface estate s managed through the WY S DEC Division of Lands and Forests or Division of
Figh, Wildlife and Marine. In the event the swrface estate is to be used in the evahuation andfor extraction
of mineral resources from state lands a Temporary Revocable Permit {TRP) must be obtained from the
NYS DEC Division of Lands and Forests prior to conducting any operations. ¥t should be noted that if the
mineral estate is under 2 lease agreement, only the lessee, or enfities authorized by the Lesses, will be
issued a TRP for these porposes. It is NYS DEC pelicy to recommend excluding driliing in areas with
sensitive habitats (stream banks, wetlands, steep siopes, rare communities ¢tc.) or intensive recreational
use. Sites recommended to be excluded from drilling and/or other surface occupaney for mining, ave listed
in appendix 3, Maps “Recommended Exclusions for Swlace Qcocupancy.” Any proposal for mineral
development other than ol and gas would require SEQR review and Environmental impact Staterments.

At the time of the writing of this plan, oil and gas leases for underground gas storage exist on Rock
Creek, Greetwood and Cameron State Forests. In addition, a five year exploration and development lease
is in effect on Canacadea State Forest, this lease was approved by the NYS DEC in April / May of 1998,
for a primary term of 5 vears, “and 50 long thereafter as oil and ar gas may be produced in paying
guantities”. As of the writing of this plan, no gas production has oceurred, and at the end of the five years
the lease will end and the mineral rights retemed to New York State.

Procedures

Often oil and gas companies have an interest in exploring and developing oil and gas reserves under
NYS DEC lands. In those instances, the NYS DEC will receive requests to nominate specific lands for
leasing of the mineral rights. Prior to leasing, on lands where 100% of the mineral estate is owned by New
York State, a thorough review of the lands nominated for leasing is conducted to determine:

1. Which poriions of areas can be leased with full rights granted (100% surface eniry),
2. Which portions of areas may require special environmental and safety conditions, and

3. Which portions of areas may be leased with no surface-disturbancefentry conditions {non-drilling
clause).

This review is conducted by the area’s land manager (Division of Lands and Forests or Division of
Fish and Wildiife} in coordination with the Division of Mineral Resources. A tractassessment is then
cotducted that identifies sensitive resources of the unit. These respurces include certain management
strategies, wetland, riparian zones, steep slopes, recreational trails and areas, unique ecological
communities, habitat of rare and endangered species, archeological and cultural sites and scentc vistas and
view sheds.

1f it is determined that il and pas expleration and development can proceed on state minerals, a lease

sale is conducted. The Division of Mineral Resources is the oil and gas leasing agent for all state land,
except New York State OPRHP park lands. Lease sales are then conducted through a competitive bid
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process administered by the Division of Mineral Resources and in accordance with Title 6 of the
Conservation Law Chapter V, Subchapter B Mineral Resources, and in accordance with State Finance
Law. Revenues from State Reforestation Areas and Multiple Use Arcas (State Forests) are deposited into
the General Fund while revenues from Wildlife Manzgement Areas are deposited into the Conservation
Fund.

In the event leases are granted and the driliing of a well is desired by the Iessee on the leased property,
an Application for Permit 1o Drill, Despen, Plog Back or Convert a Well Subject to the Oil, Gas and
Solution Mining Law {form 85-12-5) must he spbmitfed to the Division of Mineral Resources.

Site-specific impacts will then be identified by NY$ DEC staff during the SEQR permuit review process
and inspection of the proposed well site. The Generic Environmental Impact Staternent is used to puide the
Diepartment in determining whether the proposal will have a significant impact on the environment.
Conditions are then attached to the drilling permet as well as issuing a Temperary Revocable Permit (TRP)
to cover the surface impacis, :

Onee the proposal iz approved, a drilling perimit with site specific conditions is issued by the Division
of Mineral Resources along with a Temporary Revocable Permit issued by either the Division of Lands
and Forests or Fish and Wildlife. These permits are enforced by their respective programs and are designed
to prevent and/or mitigate environmental tmpacts. Site inspections are condueted by fhe Division of
Mineral Resources to ensure comphance with Article 23 of the Environmental Conservation Law and
GNYCRR Part 550, The Division of Lands and Forests or Fish and Wildlife will also inspect the site to
ensure complianee with the TRP.

Surface Use for Evaluation of Mineral Resources

In the event a parfy desires {o use the surface cstate to conduct geophysical (such as 2 seismic suivey),
geochemical andfor surface sampling procedures on Department lands prior to, or after leasing they rmust
first obtain a Temporary Revocable Permit {TRP) for the access and use of state lands. If the area is
subject to a lease agreement, only the lessce, or parties anthorized by the lessee, can be issned a TRP for
these purposes. A TRP can be applied for through the NYSDEC Division of Lands and Forests, 7291 Coon
Road, Bath, New Yark 14810,

For further information contact thé NYSDEC Mineral Resource staff, Region §, 6274 East Avon-Lima
Road, Avon, New York 14414-9591. Or the New York State: Department of Environmental Conservation-
Diviston of Mineral Resources- Burcau of Oil and Gas Regulation, 3" Floor, 525 Broadway, Albany, New
York 12233,

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR MINERAL RESOURCES

Management Chjcetives Mgt. Management Actions Freguency
Action of Action
1. Decide to approve or 1.0 Nominated properties are reviewed by
not approve extraction of Division of Mineral Resources and
mineral resources, per a lease Division of Lands and Forests and
agreement, Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine
per above process. Every Time
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H leasing is permitted...

Execute lease,

Eegulate operations; and access
surface estate to extract
mineral resources.

tdonitor/confinm site reclamation
& well plogging

Adiinister mineral estate

Pipeline access and construction

20

3.

4.0

4.1

58

6.0

6.1

6.2

Division of Mineral Resources conducts
izase sale of nominated propertics
approved for lease sale through
competitive bid process.

Division of Lands and Forests and/or
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine
reviews proposed operations and if
approved, issues a “Temporary
Revocable Permit” (TRP)

Division of Mineral Resources reviews
propostd operatisn and issues “Drilling

Ewvery Time

Every Time

Permit” or “Mining Permit”. DMER inspects

and reguiates operations, production

and administers royalty payments to State. Every Time

Division of Mineral Resources enforces
Rules & Regulations related to well
plugging and site reclamation..

Division of Lands and Forests and/or
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Manine
enforces the TRP provisions and surface
reclamation

Divigion of Mineral Resources monitors
lease, production and royalty payments

Granted and directed by terms of lease
agreement administered by Division of
Minerals.

Division of Lands and Forests andfor
Dhvision of Fish, Wildiife and Manine
reviews proposcd operations and if
approved, issues a "Temporary
Revoeable Permit” (TRP)

Division of Lands and Forests and/or
Diviston of Fish, Wildlife and Mavine
enforce TRF provisions.

Every Time

Every Time

Every Time

Every Time

Every Time

Every Time
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

The archaeolopical sites located within this land unit as well as additional vnrecorded sites that may
exist on the property are protected by the provisions of the New York State Historic Preservation Act
{SHPA - Article 14 PRHPL), Article % of Environmental Conservation Law and Section 233 of Education

Law. No actions that would impact these resources are proposed in this Unit Management Plan. Should any

such actions be proposed in the future they will be reviewed in accordance with SHPA. Unauthorized
excavation and removal of materials from any of these sites is prohibited by Article 9 of Environmental
Conservation Law and Section 233 of Education Law.

The Archacological sites located on this land unit as well as additional unrecorded sites that may exist
on the property will be made avaiiable for appropriate research. All future archaeological research to be
conducted on the property will be accomplished under the auspices of all appropriate permits. Research
permifs will be issued only after consuitation with the New York State Museum and the Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation. Extensive excavations are not contemplated as part of any research
program in order to assure that the sites are available to future rescarchers who are likely to have more
advanced tools and technigues as well as different research questions.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR HISTORICAL SITES

Manzgement Objectives Mg, Management Actions Frequency
Action of Action
1. Freservation of historical and 1.0 Avoid any activity which may disturb any
archaeological resources. historical and/or archacological resources. On-Going
1.1 Comply with state historic preservation
act. On-Going
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
INITIAL MAILING

Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan’s citizen participation activities commenced with a June
15, 2081 mailing outlining management plan objectives. An attached maiter requested address corrections
and a preiiminary round of public comments due July 13, 2001,

The initial mailing's targeted audience consisted of previously identified:

adjacent property owmners,

local goverment officials,
vecrzalional groups,

forest industry groups,

wildlife groups and

other peneral environmental groups.

Based on those retumed and other public comments received, the mailing list was amended to add
other interested parties and/or correct outdated names and addresses.

The public comnents received from the initial mailing is listed in Appendix B, with 2 summary in the
Summary of Identifted Issues section starting on page 186.

SECOND MAILING

Upon completion of the draft Camisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan, a second fact sheet was
seit to those on the updated mail list, including the media, summarizing objectives of the draft plan, listing
local document tepositories and announcing a public meeting. Repositories inciuded local libraries, the Bath
and Avon NYS DEC offices and on the Intemet. A notice was posted in the Environmentzl Notices Bulletin
(ENB}) two weeks prior to the meeting.

PUBLIC MEETING

One public meeting will be held near the Canisteo River Basin Unit Management arca to present the
_ drafi plan and receive comments on it. Following the end of a 30-day public comment period, modifications
based on public comment were made and a responsiveness summary was added as an appendix to the final
plan {(appendix B),

FINAL NOTICE

Commentators and those on the updated mail Hst will receive a notice of availability of the final plan.
Document reposifories will again be identified and any significant modifications based on public comment
will be noted,
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MANAGEMENT ACTIONS SUMMARY

Priority codes:

(C=Ciritical], Necessary to ensure public health and safety; To stabulize structures so as to not lose the money and time invested in them; Mandated by

legistation.

H=High, Necessary for public use, and/er to improve habitat or other natural resources. Often this will be for new projects.

L=Low, Important for the enhancement of public use, habitats or other natural resources.

Est.t0 yr E Ext. 10T

Management Action Item Friority Frequency of Comments
Code Action Cost Income
Access LB | Survey Site(s) L As Needed 10 Work
Days
1.1 | Receive public comments C On Going 10 Work
Days
1.2 | Selicit public comments C Every 10 yrs 15 Work
Days
28 | Complete construction of access road on H 2003 & When 370,000
Greenwood State Forest: budgets permit
2.1 | Compiste construction of access road on H One Time $106,000
Cameron Mills State Forest
2.2 | Construct Parking lot on West Camecron H (One Time £6,000
Wildlife Management Area
2.3 | Construct Parking Lot on Turkey Ridge H One Time $6,000
State Forest
2.4 | Construct two stnall parking areas on H When budgets $7.000
Cameron State Forest permit.
30 | Inspect culverts C Bi-Annually 20 Work
Days
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Management Action Itemn Frigrity Frequeney of Est.10wr | Est. 10y Comments
Code Action Cost Income
3.1 | Replace ingperable culverts C As Needed $50,000
Ace T
o 3.2 | Public access roads - Grade and Maintain H Bi-Annually 25 Work
' surface. Days
3.3 | Administrative access roads - Grade and H Every 5 vears 30 Work
Maintain surface. Days
34 | Mow road right of way. H Annually 200
Work
Day
3.5 | Establish status of Town roads L As Needed 5 Work
Days
40 ' Maintain al} parking areas H Annually 10 Work
Days
4.1 | Maintain curbing H As Needed 310,000
4.2 | Maintain regulation signs C Anmually £7.500
5.0 | Identify the need for gates and signs. C As Needed 10 Work
Days
5.1 | Construct gates and post simm C As Needed 20 Wark
Dayz
5.2 | Maintain gates and signs. Annmally $10,000
5.3 | Enforce NYS DEC Policies C On-Going $250,600
6.0 | Survey, paint, blaze, and post boundary Every 5 yrs 260
lines, Work
Dayg
6.1 | Repair and replace area signs. H Cn-Going $8.000
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Management Action Item Priority | Frequencyof | Est.10yr { Est. 10y Comments
Code Action Cost Income
Vepetation | 1.0 ! Perform State Forest and Wildlife C Every 10 yrs 200
Management Area inventories. Work
Days
2.0 | Practice Integrated Pest Management C On-Going 20 10 50
Work
Days
2.1 i Reduce deer population, to reduce damage H Annually - -
to the low growing vegetstion.
3.4 | Develop 20 acres of open prassland from L Owver 10 yrs 20 Work
seedling/sapling/brosh Days
3.1 | Maintain with a 3 37 rotation H Annualby 514,000
3.2 | Protect 609 acres. On-Going -- -~
3.3 | Regenerate an average of 32 acres (uneven H Annually $32,000 Based on $100/Acre
aped, 20 yr cutting cycle)
3.4 | Regenerate an average of 60 acres (even, H Every 10 yre $600,000 | Based on §1,000/Acre
100 v1)
3.5 | Thin aa average of 60 acres. H Every 10 yrs $120,600 Based on $200/Acre
4.0 | Uneven aged silviculture after 2.1 js ? - -
achieved, 20 year cycle.
5.0 | Even Aged silviculture after 2.1 is H ? -- -
achieved, 100 year cycie.
Watershed | 1.0 | Utilize Best Management Practices C On-Going - -
and Wetland {BMP's) for water quality on fimber sales.
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Management Action Hem Priority Freguency of Est.i0wr | Est. 10w Contmments
Code Action Cost Income :
Watershed | 1.1 | Control eroston through proper road C On-Going $20,000 - See Access
and maintepance.
Wetlands
1.2 | Comply with the Protection of Waters and C On-Going -- -
Freshwater Wetlands Acts.
1.3 | Comply with General Stormwater SPDES C On-Going - -
peTImit.
1.4 | Use erosion control measures in standard C On-Going - --
Agricultural lease agreements oo Wildlife
Managernent Areas
Fish and 1.0 | Develop small water hole dug-outs ata L As opportunities | 340,000
Wildlife rate of 1 per 320 acres to act as amphibian arise
and activity centers.
Habitat ) . -
2.0 | Re-inventory and identify sites where L On going 20 Work
vegetative management would enhance the Days
site.
3.0 | Develop stand rotation and implement On-going
plan.
3.1 | ldentify and mamntain 3 dead snags and 3 H Om-going - - See Vegetation
den trees per acre in stands being treated.
3.2 | Retain and regenerate conifers. Soms H On-going -- - See Vegetation
planting may be neccssary.
4.0 | Revise lnstoric and verbal reports of den H On-going 20 Waork
locations and survey suspected locations. Days
5.0 | Maintain sxisting openings by periodic H At least every 3 - -- See Vepgetation
mowing (see YVegetation). ¥TS




Management Action Hem Priority Frequency of Est.10yr | Est. 18y Comments
Code Action Cost Ingome
Figh and 5.1 | Create new openings in conjunction L Omn-going - - See Vegetation and
Wildlife with gther activities such as new roads. Access
and
Habitat 6.0 | Survey and identify suspected habitat. H Cn-Going 20 Work
Daya
6.1 | Preserve habitat. On-Going ? Unable to predict costs.
Public 1.0 | Receive public opinton. C Omn-Going 10 Work
Hecreation Days
and Use _
1.1 | Monitor use patterns C On-Going 20 Work
Days
1.2 | Assess user satisfaction from comments H On-Going 28 Work
recoived, Days
2.0 | Identify resources andfor volunteer groups L On-Going 10 Work
to form additional partmerships. Days
3.0 | In house review of proposed projects. L Az Needed I3 Work
Daya
3.1 & Negotiste with sponseriny volunteer L As Needed 10 Work
ETOUpS. Days
3.2 | Enter into agreements with volunteer L As-Needed 10 Wark
groups to provide additional recreation. Days
40 | Maintain and improve access for persons C On-Going ? Unable to predict costs,
with disabilities.
4.1 | Provide techmical support for volunteer L As-Needed ? [able to predict costs.

groups.
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Management Action ltern Prionty Frequency of Est. 10 yr | Est. 103 Comments
Code Action Cost Income
Public 4.2 | Construct barriers to discourage motorized C As Needed 7 Unable to predict costs,
Recreation usge of sldd trails and abandoned roads
and Use after logging operations.
4.3 | Add rock to harden the trails to the Beaver H Az Needed £3,000
ponds on Cameron State Forest
on Gulf Ed. and Stonchouse Rd.
4.4 | Construct new facilities as appropriate. L As Needed $1,000 to
$£100,000
5.0 | Encourage hunting and trapping according C On-Going - -
to State regulations.
8.0 | See Maintenance and Facilities - On-Going - -
7.0 | Provide brochures and maps for users. H Update Every 5 | 50 Work
¥Is Days
7.1 | Place kiosks at parking areas H One Time 315,000
8.0 | Create scenic vistas. As-Needed 35,000
8.1 | Estabiish a litter-free environment by On-Going $2.000
promotng carry infcarry out policy.
8.2 { Remove litter from state Jand, L As-Needed 150
Wark
Days
Uit 1.0 | Inspect for problems, C Annually 10 Work
M- Days
(enancs
and Facility | 1.1 | Repair dikes, control boxes, etc. C As Needed 520,000
Manage- .
ment 1.2 | Mow dikes/dams H Every 3 yrs 40 Work
Days
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Management Action et Priority Frequency of Est.10yr | Est. 10yr Comanents
Code Action Cost Income
1.3 | Excavate bottom of ponds. C As MNeeded $20,000
2.0 | Promote Adopt a Natural Resource L On-Going 2 Unable to predict costs.
Frogram.
2.1 | Enter into agresments with volunteer L On-Going ? Unable to predict costs.
gToups.
3.0 | Identify necded maintenance L Or-Going 1¢ Work
Days
3.1 | Do the needed maintenance, as meney C On-Going $1.000 to
allows. 160,000
3.2 | Enhance law enforcement cfforts. C On-Going - -
Land 1.0 | Identify land acquisition needs. (Access) Om-Going 3 Work
Acquisi- Days
tion
1.1 | Acquire desired properties from willing H Cn-Going ? Unablc to predict costs.
sellers as funding permits.
2.0 | Identify land acquisition needs. (Elirminate H On-Going 1 Work
in holdings) Day
2,1 | Acquire desired properties from willing H On-Going ? Unable to predict costs.
sellers as funding permits.
Land 3.6 | Identify land zequisition needs. H On-Going 3 Work
Acquisi- (Recreation) Days
tign
3.1 | Acquire desired properties from willing H On-Going ? Unable to predict costs.
gellers as funding permits.
4.0 | Identify land acquisition needs. H On-Going 3 Work
{Ecological} Days
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hManagement Action tem

Priority
Code

Frequency of
Action

Est. 10 yr
Cost

Est. 180 vr
Income

Comments

4.1

Acquire desired properties from willing
sellers as funding permits,

Om-Going

Tnable to predict costs.

Mineral
Resources

1.0

Nominated properties are reviewed by
Divizion of Mineral Resources and
Divigion of Lands and Forests and
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine
per above process.

Every Time

Unable to predict costs.

20

Division of Mineral Resowrces conducts
lease sale of nominated properties
approved for lease sale through
competitive bid process,

Every Time

Unable to predict costs
or income.

3.0

Division of Lands and Forests and/or
Divigion of Fish, Wildlife and Marine
reviews proposed operations and i
approved, Issues a “Temporary Revocable
Permit” {TRP)

Every Tine

Unable to predict costs.

3]

Civision of Mineral Regources reviews
propused operation and issues “Drilling
Permit” or “Mining Permit”. DMR,
inspects and regulates operations,
production and administers royalty
payments to State.

Every Time

TInabls to predict costs
or income,

Mineral
Resources

4.0

Dhvisien of Mineral Besources enforces
Rules & Regulations related to well
plugging and site reclamation.

Every Time

Unable to predict costs.

4.1

Division af Latids and Forests enforces the
TR provisions and surface reclamation

Every Time

Unable to predict costs.

3.8

Division of Mineral Resources monitors
lease, production and ravalty payments

Every Time

Lnable to predict costs.
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Manapgement Action Item

Prigrity
Code

Freguency of
Action

Est. 10T
Cost

Est. 10y
Income

Cormmeits

6.0

Granted and directed by terms of lease
apreement administered by Division of
Minerals.

Every Time

Unabie to predict costs,

6.1

Division of Lands and Forests and/or
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine
reviews proposed operations and if
approved, Issues a “Temporary Revocable
Permit” (TRE)

Every Time

Unable to predict costs.

6.2

Division of Lands and Forests and/or
Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine
enforce TRP provisions.

Every Time

Unzable to predict costs.

Arch-
acological
angd
Historic
Resources

1.0

Avoid any activity which may disturb any
historical andfor archaeological resources.

Cn-Gomyg

Unable to predict costs.

i1

Comply with state historic pteservation
act.

On-Going

Unable to predict costs,
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX A : ANIMALS ON CANISTEO RIVER BASIN UNIT

BIRDS BY COMMON NAME, SCIENTIFIC NAME & PROTECTIVE STATUS
COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME FROTECTIVE { PROTECTIVE
STATUS STATUS
FEDERAL STATE
Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnomm MBTA MBTA
American Goidfinch Carduelis tristis MBTA MBTA
American Kesivel Falco sparverius MBTA MBTA
American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla MBTA MBTA
American Robin Turdus migraforins MBTA MBTA
American Woodcock Scolopax minor MBTA MBTA
Comaon Bam-Qwl Tyto alba MBTA MBETA
Bam Swallow Hirunde rustica MBTA MBTA
Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia MBTA MBTA
Black-billed Cockoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus MBTA MBTA
Black-capped Chickadec Paras atoicapillus MBTA MBTA.
Barred Owl Strix varia MBTA MBTA
Belted Kingfisher Ceryle aleyon MBTA MBTA
Blue-gray Gnateatcher Polioptila caerulez MBTA MBTA
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater MBTA MBTA
Bank Swailow Riparia riparia MBTA MBTA
American Black Duck "1 Anas rubripes MBTA MBTA
Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata MBTA MBTA
Biackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca MBTA MBTA
Bobolink Doiichonyx oryzivorus MBTA MBTA
Brown Creeper Certhia americana MBTA MBTA
Brovn Thrasher Toxostoma rufum MBTA MBETA
Brewster's Warbler Vermivora pinus x V. cluysoptera | MBTA MBTA
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTIVE | PROTECTIVE
STATUS STATUS
FEDERAL STATE
Black-throated Green Dendrotca virens MBTA MBTA -
Warbler
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus MBTA MBTA
Bhic-winged Warbler Vermivora pinus MBTA MBTA
Naorthem Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis MBTA MBTA
Canada Warbler Wilsonia canadensis META MBTA
Carolinag Wren Thryothors lndovicianus MBTA MBTA
Cedar Waxwing Bombyeilla cedrorum MBTA MBTA
Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina MEBTA MBTA
Chimney Swift Chactura pelagica MBTA MBTA
Cliff Swaliow Hirundoe pyrrhonota MBTA, MRTA
American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos META MBTA
Northern Flicker Colaptes avratus MBTA MBTA
Common Grackle Quaiscalus quiscoia MBTA MBTA
Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperit MBTA. MBTA,
Common MNighthawk Chordeiles minor MBTA MBTA
Common Raven Corvus corax MBTA MBTA
Common Yellowthroat Geothiypis trichas MBTA MBTA
Chestmut-sided Warbler Dendroica pensylvanica MBTA MBTA
Dark-eved Junco Junco hyemalis MBTA MBTA,
Dovwny Woodpecker Picoides pubescens MBTA, MBTA
Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis META MBTA
Eastern Kinghird Tyrannus tyrannus MBTA MBTA
Eastern Meadowlark Sturntella magna MBTA MBTA
LEastern Phoebe Sayornis phoche MBTA MBTA,
Eastem Wood-Pewee Contopus virens MBTA MBTA
Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla MBTA MBTA
Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias MBTA MBTA
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COMMON NAME SCIENTTIC NAME PROTECTIVE | PROTECTIVE
STATUS STATUS
FEDERATL STATE
Great Crested Flyeatcher Myiarchos crinitus MBTA MBTA
Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa MBTA MBTA
Cireat Homed Owl Bubo virginianus MBTA MBTA
Morthern Goshawk Accipiter pentilis MBTA MBTA,
Gray Catbird Durmetelia carolinensis MBTA MBTA
Green-backed Heron Butorides sfriatus MBTA MBTA
Grasshopper Spammow Ammodranms savannarim MBTA MBTA
Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera MBTA MBTA
Hairy Woodpecker Preoides villosus MBTA META
Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii MBTA MBTA
Hermit Thirush Catharus guttatus MBTA MBTA
House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus META MEBTA
Homed Lark Eremophila alpestris MBTA MBTA
Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus MBTA MBTA
House Sparrow Passer domesticus Unprotected Unprotected
Hooded Warbler Wilsonia citrina MBTA MBTA
House Wren Troglodytes aedon META MBTA
Indige Bunting Passerina cyanea MBTA MBTA
Kentucky Warbler Oporornis formosus MBTA MBTA
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus MBTA MBTA
1 east Flycatcher Empidonax minimus MBTA MBTA
Louisiana Waterthrush Semurus motacilla MBTA MBTA
Morthern Harrier Circus cyaneus MBTA, MBETA
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos MBTA MBTA
Magnolia Warbler Dendroica magnolia MBTA MBTA
Morthern Mockingbird Mimus pnlfglnttos MBTA MBTA
Moumning Dove Zenaida macroura MBTA META
Mourning Warbler Oporomis philadelphia MBTA MBTA
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTIVE | PROTECTIVE
STATUS STATUS
FEDERAL STATE
Mashville Warbler Vermivora ruficapilla MBTA MBTA
Northern Oricle Ictcrus gaibula MBTA MBTA
Northem Waterthrush Seiurus noveboracensis MBTA MBTA
Orchard Oriole Icterus sputius MBTA MBTA
Ovenbird Seturus aurocapillus MBTA MBTA
Pine Warbler Dendroica pinus MBTA MBTA
Fileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus MBTA MBTA
Prairie Warbler Pendroica discolor MBTA MBTA
Purple Finch Campodacus purpureus MBTA META
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus MBTA MBTA
Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis MBTA META
Red-eved Vireo Vireo olivaceus MBTA. MBTA
Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicug protected protected
Rock Dove Colmmnba livia Unprotected inprotected
Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus MBTA MBTA
Rufous-sided Towhee Fipilo erythrophthalnms MBTA MBTA
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis MBTA MBTA
Ruby-throated Archilochus colubris MBTA MBTA
Huimrangbicd
Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbeliys protected protected
Red-winged Blackbird Agelatus phosniceus MBTA MBTA
Morthern Rough-winged Stelgidopteryx serripennis MBTA MBTA
Swallow
Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis MBTA MBTA
Eastern Screech-Owl Otus asio MBTA MBTA
Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacca MBTA MBTA
Song Spamow Melospiza melodia MBTA MBTA
Solitary Vireo Vireo solitarius MBTA MBTA
Spotted Sandpiner Actitis macularia MBTA MBTA
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTIVE | PROTECTIVE
STATUS STATUS
FEDERAL STATE
Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus MBTA MBTA
European Starling Sturmus vulgaris Unprotected Unprotected
Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana MBTA MBTA
Trese Swallow Tachycineta bicolor MBTA MBTA
Wild Tutkey Meleagris gallopavo protected protected
Tufted Titmouse Parus bicolor MBTA MBTA
Turkey Yulture Cathartes aura MBTA MBTA
Upland Sandpiper Barﬁ‘an‘lia longicauda META MBTA
Yeery Catharus fuscescens MBTA MBTA
Vesper Spartow Pooecetes gramineus MBTA MBTA
Warbtling Vireo Vireo gilvus MBTA MBTA
Whitc-breasted Nuthatch Sitia carolinensis MBTA MBTA
Willow Flycatcher Empidenax fraillii MBTA META
Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes MBTA. MBTA
Wood Duck Alx sponsa MBTA MBTA
Woaod Thrush Hylocichla musteling MBTA MBTA,
Yellow-billed Cuckca Cocoyzis americanus MBTA MBTA,
Yeliow-beliied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius MBTA MBTA
Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia MBTA MBTA
Yellow-nunped Warbler Dendroica coronata MBTA MBTA
Vireo flavifrons MBTA MBTA

Yellow-throated Vireo
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MAMMALS
BY COMMON NAME, SCIENTIFIC NAME & PROTECTIVE STATUS

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME | PROTECTIVE | PROTECTIVE | OCCUR-
STATUS STATUS RENCE
FEDERAL STATE
Virginia Opossum Didelphis virginians Unprotected Game species Res.
Masked Shrew Sorex cinereus Unprotected Unprotecied Res.
Water Shrew Sorex palusiris Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Simoky Shrew Sorex fumens Unprotected Unprotected Res,
Morthem Short-tailed Shrew | Blaring brevicouda Unprotecied nprotected Fes.
Least Shrew Cryplolis parva Uniprotecied Unprotected Poss. Res.
Hairy-tailed Mole Parascalops brweri Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Star-nosed Mole Condylura crisiata Unprotected Unprotected Ees.
Little Brown Bat Myotis lucifugus Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Keen's Bat Myaotis keenii Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Indiana Bat Myolis sodalis END END Posa. Res.
Small-footed Bat Myekis leibii Unprotected Un-spee. Poss. Res.
concerm
Silver-haired Bat Lasionycteris Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
ractivagans

Eastern Pipistrelle Fipistrellus subfiavus | Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Big Brown Bat Eptesicuc fuscus Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Red Bat Lasiurus borealis Unprotected Linprotected Poss. Res,
Hoary Bat Lasiurus cineveus Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Cavole Canis latrans Unprotected Game species Bes.

Red Fox Fulpes vidpes Unprotected Game speeies Res.

Gray Fox thracyvon Unprotected Game species Hes.

cinerenargeniens

Black Bear Lhrsus americanus Unprotected {Jame species Res.
Raccoon Procyon fotor Unprotected Game species Res.
Erming Mustele erininea Unprotected Game species Res.
Long-tailed Weasel Mustela frenata Unprotected (Game species Res.
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME | PROTECTIVE | PROTECTIVE | QCCUR-
STATUS STATUS RENCE
FEDERAL STATE
Mink Mustel vison Unprotected {(ame species Res.
Striped Skunk Mephitis mephiiis Unprotected (Game species Res.
Bobeat Lynx vufus Unprotected Garne specles Trans.
White-tailed Deer Cdocotleus Unprotected | Game species Res.
virginianus
Eastern Chipmunk Tawmias striaiusy Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Woodchuck Muarmota morax Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Fox Squirrel Sriurus niger Unprotected (iame species Fouss,
Gray Squirrel Scinrus carelinensis Uaprotected (Game species Res,
Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus Unprotected Unprotected Res.
hunsonicus
Southern Flying Squirrel Glancomys volans Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Northern Flying Squinrel Glaucomys sabrinus | Unprotected Unprotected Res,
Heaver Castor canadensis Unprotected Game species. Paoss.
Deer Mouse Peromyscus Unprotected Unprotected Res.
maniciiang
White-footed Mouse Peromyscus feucopus | Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Southern Red-backed Vole | Clethrionokys gapperi | Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Meadow Vole Microtus Unprotecled Unprotected Res.
pennyivanics
Woodland Vole Microtus pinetorium | Unpiotected Unprotected Pos. Res.
Muskrat Ondatra zibethicus Unprotected {Jame species Res.
Southern Bog Lekking synaplomys cooperi Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Meadow Jumping Mouse Zapus Rudsonins Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Woodland J umping Mouse Napaeozapus ingignis | Unprotected Unprotected Ees.
House Mouse Mus musculus Unprotceted Unprotected Res.
Norway Rat Rattus norvegieus Unprotected Linprotected Res,
Porcuping Erethizon doysatum Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Eastern Cottantail Sylvifagus floidams Unprotected Game species Res.
Varying Hare Lepus americanus Unprotected (fame species Poss.
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS
BY COMMON NAME, SCIENTIFIC NAME & PROTECTIVE STATUS

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTIVE { PROTECTIVE ; OCCUR-
STATUS STATUS RENCE
FEDERAL STATE
Jefferson Salamander Awibrstowmea jeffersonianum | Unprotected UN-spec, Poss, Res.
Blue-spotted Salamander { dmbystoma laterale Unprotected UN-spec. Poss. Bes.
Bpotied Salamander Ambystoma maculatum Unprotected TUN-spec. Poss. Res.
Red-spotted Newt Notophthalmus viridescens | Unprotected HN-spee. LRes.
Dusky Salamander Desmognathus fliscus Unprotected UN-spec. Res.
Mountain Dusky Desnognathus Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Salamander ochrophaeus
Redback Salamander Plethodon cinereus Unprotected Umnprotected Res.
Slimy Salarmander Plethodon glutinosus Unprotected Unbrotectsd Res
Four-toed Salamander Hemidactylinm scutatium Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Spring Salamander Gyrinophilus porphyriticus | Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Twe-lined Salamander Euwryeea bislineata Unprotected Unprotected Res.
American Toad Bufo americanus Unpratected Unprotected Res.
Spring Peeper Hyvla crucifer Unprotested Unprotected Res.
Gray Treefrog Hyla versirolor Unprotected Unprotecied Res.
Bullfrog Rana catesheiana Unprotected Unprotected Pass, Res.
Gicen Frog Ran clamitans Unprotected Game species | Res.
Waood Frog Rana sylvatica Unprotected (Game species | Res.
MNorthern Leopard Frog Rana pigiens Unprotected Game species | Res.
Pickerel Frog Rana palustris Unprotected Game species | Poss. Res.
Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentina Unprotected Game species | Res.
Spotted Turile Clemmys gutiaa Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Wood Turtle Clemmys insculpla Unprotected UN-spec. ?oss, Hes,
Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta Unprotected Game sp-spec. | Poss. Res.
Coal Skink Ewmeces anthracinus Unpretected Unprotected Res.
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTIVE | PROTECTIVE | GCCUR-
STATUS STATUS RENCE
FEDERAL STATE
Worthern Water Snake Nerodia sipedon TInprotected Unprotected Poss. Res,
Brown Snake Storeria dekayi Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Redbelly Snake Stoveria occiptomaculata Unprotected Unprotected Res,
Common Garter Snake Thamnoplis sirtalis Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Eastern Ribbon Snake Thennnophis sauritus Unprotected Unprotected Foss. Res.
Ringneck Snake Diadophr:s DHRCIOTYS Unprofected Tinprotected Res.
Racer _ Coluber constrictor Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Smooth Green Snake Opheodrys vernalis Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Rat Enzke Elaphe obsoleta Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
Milk Snake Lampropeliis triangulum Unprotected Unproteated Res.
Timber Rattlesnake Crotafus horridus Unprotected Threatened Poss, Res,
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RESIDENT FISH SPECIES

BY COMMON NAME AND SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME | SCIENTIFIC NAME
Northem Hogsocker | Hypenfelivm nigricons
Margined Madtom Neotrug insignis

Rock Bass Ambloplites rupestris
Bluegill Lepomis macrochirus
Pumpkinseed Lepomis gibbosus
Largemouth Bass Micropterus salmoides

Smallmouth Bass

Micrapierus dolomient

Black crappie

Pomoxis nigromaeulatus

Johnay Darter

Eiheostoma wigrim

COMMON NAME | SCIENTIFIC NAME
Brown Trout Salmo trutta

Brook Trout Salvelinis fontinclis
Rainbow Trout Oncorfynchits mykiss
Stoneroller Campostoma anomalum
Common Shiner Notropis cormitus
Longnose Dace Rbinichithys cataractae
Blacknose Dace Rhtnichilys atratilus
Creek Chub Semotifus atromacuiotus
Fathead minnow Pimephates promefas
White Sucker Catostonits commersons

Mottled Sculpin

Cottur bopiredi
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APPENDIX B : PUBLIC COMMENT

PUBLIC MEETING RESPONSES

Written and verbal cormments on the draft plan were received during the Tuly 23, 2002 public meeting held
at the Canisteo Town Hall, Written conmments were accepted until Avgost 8, 2002, A summery of the
comments and DEC responses follows:

Q:

You don™t know where Newcorb Hill is. There ave two roads there that need maintaining. You
must begin patroliing area, especially the parldng areas.

Newcomb Hill is know to the NYS DEC as Canacadea State Forest in the Town of Homellsville.
The dirt access roads are being maintained to standards. Rangers patrol this area as oflen as
posstble,

ATVs used for “ramming” area. Trash is termible. There are too many kids. Last month there was
a raid on underage drinking,.

legal use of ATY's is a problem on most of the lands we manage. In 2 few cases we have been
able to build barmiers that reduced the ATV intrusions, but generally they find 2 way around gates
and obstacles. Forest Ranpers routinely patrol for ATVs., People who dumyp trash on state lands
are issued Environmental Conservation Appearance Tickets, if unknown the trash is remmoved
annually by the DEC. Young people have the same nighis to using the state land as adults. Forest
Fangers as well as other law enforcement officers patrol for underage drinking on the state land.
The alcohol is confiscated and the underage drinkers are issued Alcohol Beverage Control Law
appearance tickets when appropriate. If you were to report problems while the perpetrators were
still an the state land we could increase the effectivencss of these trips.

Da not open up any more of the state forest,

Every atternpt is made to maintain the rural character of state forests. However, there are needs to
provide both pubiic and administzative access. Only two new access needs have been identified in
this management uait, Those are the railroad right of way on Canacadea State Forest and an access
road on Cameron Mills State Forest. Both would provide public vehicle access to a parking arca,
Frasn that point, public aceess would be limited to tton motorized, snowmobile, or aecess for
people with dizabilities.

The crew that mows the road shoulder mows tao low. If they raised their mower to at feast 6" high
I'conld get cak seedlings to plant en my property.

We mow the shoulders to prevent woody plants from growing and narrowing the road. It isn't
legal to take seedlings or other plants from state land. Oor nursery sells oak seedlings, we'll he
glad to send you an order forim.

There shouldn’t be open buming,

The NYS Environmental Conservation Law allows for fires on state forests.
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Is there any way to put the gates up again?

Thete is a gate that was opened because i did not have a “stop” sign and a “barrier 200 feef ahead”
sign. The signsg have been replaced and that pate is now closed.

This is the public’s land and the public needs access to it. We do not intend to gate the area to
severely restrict public access. We have some pates installed to keep muoter vehicles off of old
unmaintained logging roads but we have no desire to keep legal users off of the property.

Droes forestry get money fom ¢il and gas dolling? That's not fair! Did you know that area’s been
started (Canacadea State Forest)? Ten percent of funding shouid go to roads.

The bonus payment and royalties from ol and gas leasing goes to the general fond. It takes our
office about 200 person-days to oversee scismic testing on state land, diilling and the rehabilitation
of the well site, the construction of the pipelines. Often recreation trails need fo be temporanly
reronted, which detracts from owr other work, New legislation would be required for a percentage
of the money used to pay for the work and for maintenance and improvements to the properties that
were distrbed. We have issued temporary revocable permits to several firms to do seistnic tosting
on Canacades State Forest, and yes, we are aware that seismic testing has started on the area.

The Chemung River Basin has new places to launch boats and canoes. Will that eventually go up
the Cohocton and Canisten Bivers?

This Unit Management Plan covers the listed State Forests and Wildlife Management Areas, this
question is beyond the scope of this plan.

Do you partmer with the Finger Lakes Trail?

The Finger Lakes Trail Conference has worked in partnership with NYS DEC for many years, and
has signed on in the Adopt A Natural Resource Program.

Docs the Finger Lakes Trail cross at Webbs Crossing?

Yes, the Finger Lakes Trail (FLT) does go through Webbs Crossing, but the only place the FLT is
impacted by this Unit Management Flan s when it crosses the northem part of Burt Hil State
Forest.

Is there a parking area at Thatcher Brothers? Tuttle Basin Spring? Right-of-way? Is there an
agrecrnent with Hanson? Tt doesn’t seem right to use private land for parking for state land. On
Route 21, Canacadea Park, would be nice for parking. Use to be a deg road. Don’t open the road
up. There is a gate at the top. Used to be 2 Boy Scout camp.

- There is no parking area at “Thatcher Brothers™. The NYS DEC has a 16 foot wide Right of Way
from Ri. 21 to Canacadea State Forest. This R.O.W. has limited vaiue because there is no room for
a public parking. Access to the north end of this state forest has always been a concern. Should
the railroad property ever become available for acquisition, the DEC will actively pursue purchase
to improve access, This is outlined in the Unit Management Plan.

Did you ever think of putting up 2 sign to mark the old homesleads?
Yes we did, however, marking all the homesteads on the 47,000 acres we manage isn't practical,
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especially the properties that are no longer on a road or trail. We also have a perpetual problem
with vandalism of signs. Still, we would like to mark one well dacumented and accessible
homestead on the properties that have a lot of publie use, | think a sign that described or had
copies of ¢ld photographs of the property and people who bave lived there would be the best way
to explain the story of these born-again forests. This would take help from the families ot town
historians but it would be a nice enhancement where the information was available.

Why not talk to Thatchers about Bald Hill property?

Bald Hill does not adjoin Canacadea State Forest. Acguisitions in recent years have been limited
to property consoclidation, improving access, and protecting rare plant and animal communities.
Acqpiring Bald Hill would mean creating a new State Forest. This would require approval and
addition to the state open space plan.

I'd like to see the railroad abandoned and converted into paths (for people frails).

If the railroad adjoining Canacadea State Forest is abandoned we intend to purchase it. This
acquisition is listed in the plan. Purchase of a longer section to make a rail trail would be
considered if the railroad bed becomes available, but a rail trail is a separate issue that is beyond -
the scope of this plan.

Do horses have to use diapers?
Mo.
Four wheelersf ATV «/snowmabiles use railroads.

We currently manage two rail fraiis. Snownwobiles are legal on these as long as the trail is spow
covered. ATVs and four wheel drive highway vebicles are a real enforcement problem on those
rail {rails.

Daoes the wildlife management section mean no one hunts there?

No. Hunting is ailowed during the appropriate seasons and with the correct licenses on ali of the
State Forests and Wildlife banagement Areas.

Who decides i we clearcut or selective cut? [ hate clearcut. It Jocks terrible. Not a good thing to
do. Why can’t you sell it for firewood or chip them? When it’s cut and on the ground, will you
somefimes sell it for firewood?

The method of harvest is decided by the regional forestry staff and is based on many factors
including: age of the stand of trees, the species of trees, soil type, age and composition of the
nearby forest, wildlife considerations, and the type of trees best suited to the site. Although clear
cutting is not always visnally atfractive, it may be the only practical method to achieve the desired
menagement objective. Leaving branches, limbs, and even whole trees as coarse woody debns is
recommended by forest ecologists as 2 desirable component of 2 harvest. This matenial provides
orgaric matter for soil, plus provides babitat for decay fungi, inscets, and food and cover wildlife
that feed on these organisms.  'We do oceasionally sell material for firewood in small quantities to
achieve a special munagement objective.  This iz done on a very limited basiz.

What's the {irst sign of decr overpopulation?
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A: There are many signs but most are not obvious. In farm country one of the first signs of too many
deer will be an increase m complaints of crop damage.

Inn a forest the early signs are a browse line where all under-story vegetation is eaten as high as a
deer can reach and the complete loss of certain species that deer prefer.

4 A o you have heavy coyole populations throvghout that area? Auy complants from farmers about
their sheep, calves?

Al Coyole pepulations vary considerably from one area to another but would ot be conmidered heavy
in Steuben County at this time. Occasional complaints are received from farmers relative to loss of
sheep or calves but it is a rare occurrence in this area.

INITIAL MAILING RESPONSES

Public Comments from June 15, 2000 mailing to adjacent property owners, recreation groups, etc.
These lotters were summangzed in the SUMMARY OF IDENTIFIED ISSUES section on page 16.

Fish and Wildlife Issues

Feep the forest a5 pristine as possible. Enhance the area as better habatat for wildlife, protect the sail,
purify the water and air.

Would like to see more stocking of game fish in the Cameron Pond.

Turkey Ridge State Forest needs some changes. A gate was at the entrance but not anymore. Hunters drive
in the forest and camp there during hunting season; they jeave their trash and burn camp fircs. [suggesta
gate to be put there and make hmters wallk in and safe.

Establishment of wildlife food plottings.

T own property up the creck fom Helmer Creek Wildlife Manapement Area. The property borders
Cameron Mills State Forest. Can it be posted as an endangered species area or whatever? There are large
timber rattlers on the property.

The damming of creeks and digging of ponds provide important water sovrces and should be considered.

I own most of the land (51 of 54 acres) that is in {he interior of the Cameron Mills State Forest. Of the ten
parcels that constitute the Canisteo River Basin Unit, this is the only one with which [ am famiiiar. This
parcel contains many mature oak trees of various species, especially on the ridge tops; these areas show
little or ne signs of past farming usage. There are many deer but seemingly too few turkeys and grouse.
While T have never seen bear there is ample sign, the southern portion just above (cast) of Pump Stations
Road is mostly open and will be full of warblers when the berries ripen in August. T have been told that
ratfiesnakes inhabit the bluffs overiooking the river along the southwest portion of the forest.

County promoted as a great place to hunt, more hunters will be coming from outside the area, many of
them looking for pubhe lands to hunt on.
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Trail and Recreational [ssees

Please see that the Finger Lakes Trail corridor is protected from any adverse activities. This should inciede
a buffer zone at the northermmost boundary line of the Burt Hill State Forest.

Recommend public acoess to areas for hiking, bird-watching, hunting, trapping, fishing, cross-country
skiing. Let fairness mle.

We would like to see some camping grounds and picnic areas in West Cameron Wildlife Management
Areas and Cameron State Forest.

Try to develop access to Cameron Mills State Forest by the public.
The plan would help bring more peopie to take advantage of these beautiful sites.

Public access for honting shiould be on foot {except for the handicapped), no random four-wheelers. Keep
it as wild as possible. '

Development of trails for horseback riding could be undertaken.
Development of snovwmobile trails using funding from licensing.
We (Canisteo planning board) would love to see a recreation area (in Rock Creek State Forest) developed
for boating, fishing, etc. We all feel that this would possibly promote tourisim and local interest in the
Canisteco River.

Timher Management Issues
Better management of timber lands. Do not clear cut, Please do selective cutting for timbers.
Tirmber harvest should be done on a regnlar basis. However, no mess should have been left as on the
Cameron side of the Cameron State Forest several years ago. Half cut trees were left standing, roads and

trails were not cleaned out, very poer marks on that mber harvest.

In general, I oppose preservation and encourage management actions that include burns selective
harvesting and even clear cuts.

Sites should demonstrate good practices in timber harvesting.
When marking for saleable timber, do not mark for timber stand improvement. Leave the wildlife den and
food trees. Wildlife food plots and menagement as done in Pennsylvania would bring in more money to the

state and the local region than the long term timber sales. Yes, harvest the mature trees. Foresters should
not allow logging raads or logging in the steep erodable areas as was allowed in Tracey Creek Forest,

Landowners Concerns
Work with the landowners bordering state lands. Erect or post sigms stating that bunting with prior
permission i5 OK, instead of posting every tree or bush with 2 posted sign. I'm sare many landowners
wounld go along with the idea.

We would not enjoy public access, or else we would have bought a farm in the city.
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Any access to manage state sirategies, that might need to use our land we would like to have an agreement
either with the state or it"s confractor, to outline reasoning, guidelines, rebuilding the land, ete.

In the event of prescribed burns, we would like an agreement that should such action become unpreserbed,
thereby causing any change in private property, said property will be put back to its previous character.

We are not in favor of Imating as they trespass onto our property, public recreation access for the same
reasons as well a8 noise and air pothution nor timber and prescribed bums duc to damage from huge
vehicies which ruin our already poor road and for burns getting out of control, phus smoke. Ofher areas not
squeezed in bebween private property would be great for recreational purposes, plus wildlife sanchuaries,

Anything that the state or federal government gets involves in tums out not what the people want, being
that miy land borders on state Jand, (Burt Hifl State Forest) it leaves a 1ot to be desired.

Qil and Gas Leasing

The area in this {Burt Hill State Forest) zone which should include the limits as well as the trail, should be
at the least protected from clear cut logging and gas well leasing.

With regards 10 gas leasing, oil pumping, removal of any fossil fuels, ete. we would like fo see, any such
activity within 1,000 fest of our property, to incorporate us in the benefits, or percentages thereof, its sale.

I have problems with gas leasing. 1'd hate to see a gas dolling operation in my faverite hunting spot.

Leasing for gas is acceptable to me, but the money that is penerated {including potential windfall amounts)
should stay within DEC control. '

We (adjacent property ovners} are not in favor of gas leasing.

Law Enforcement and Safety Issues

Public lands are for public use. However, it*s a shame that rules must be made and enforced to keep it that
way. A few will always try to spoil what we have,

Although many peopie abuse rules and not much can be done to enforce them, it should be noted that there
is illegal use of firearms and ovemight camping happening in Cameron State Forest.

Other
We think it is 2 great idea to save as much open land a3 possible.
Clean up town of Greenwoods landfill en Rt 417,
One specific area of concemn is the potential effecis the Lee Ddckzon and Sons sludge operations involving
the lands of Cameron, Thurston and Bath, This is a potential souree for serious non point source pollutants
covering a large range of chemecals, metals, and pathogens,
Could you include the Canistes River in vour plan? Construct a canee launching site at each bridge or

accoss arca.
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Agpriculture is very important to this region. ' We hope and expect the DEC will take into 2ccount this fact
and, in aty management plan will acknowledge and protect agricultural practices. This region has a histary
of many dairy farms.

Are there any proposed sirategies for this area already?

Canoe access points with signage and parking with fishing rights at each bridge on the Canisten River.
Placement of concrete or stone blocks at various rifilets to ereate pools to propagate and oxygenate this
warm water habitat. Name it the “Black Bass Capital of the World” and have a fly fishing touney. Limit
access to cows along the banks of the river. Have an agricultural buffer zone mandatory along the banks
{where no tress could be cut, 30- 50 yards wide). Create stream basins for gravel tailings that otherwise
would dump into the river. This would hopefully lower the silt burden. Encourage townships to sponsor
events that utilize the river such as Canisten’s canoe derby, the Addison Triathalon, a kayak race in the
spring, Cameron carp derby. Perhaps DEC sponsored leaming/teaching days at elementary schools to
show the river as a positive resource. A printed history of the river and photos to be run i local
newspapers to show how ¢lean the river has become since *72 flood. Potential for restocking of ofter -
families {great public relations). Prison work erews (public service) to clean up tires, ¢ars, etc. every year.
Are there any matching federal funds available through the Clean Water Act? Desipnated canoe campsites
along the river. A designated DEC person to aet as “River Warden” This would be who would pet answers
and action. Cen scouting become tnvolved nsage, clean up; badges awarded? Wood duck houses? Start an
earlicr bass season on the river to bring in tourist dollars, catch and release only. Pamphlet the local stores
on the river to encourage water safety and proper usage. DEC duck blinds for reservation only.



APPENDIX C : TAXES

School and Town general taxes for 1999

Town Acres of Eligible State T.and Amount Paid
Greenwoond 1771.07 $16,578.90
Cameron 1627.99 $18,657.42
Homellsville 777.54 $4,835.05
Rathbone 569.20 $16,948.28
Jasper 309.15 $2,305.65
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APPENDIX D : FACILITIES

ADMINISTRATIVE ACCESS ROAD

Site Miies
i Cameron State Forest 03
2 Canacadea State Forest 23
3 Greenwood State Forest 0.1
4. Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area 0.3
5. Rock Creek State Forest 18
6. Tracy Creek State Forest 0.9
T. Turkey Ridge State Forest 0.6
5. West Caineron Wildlife Management Area 0.9
' Total 7.2
FONDS/POT HOLES
Site Mumber
1, Burt Hill State Forest
2. Cameron State Forest 1
3. Cameron Mills State Forest
4. Canacadea State
5. Greemwood State Forest
6. Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area
T. Rock Creek State Forest
8. Tracy Creek State Forest
9. Turkey Ridge State Forest
10. West Cameron Wildlife Management Area 1
Total 2 Ponds
UNPAVED PARKING LOTS
Site Mumber
1 Cameron State Forest 1
2. Cameron Mills State Forest 1
i Canacadea State Forest 1
4. Greenwoad State Forest 1
3. Rock Creek State Forest 1
6. Tracy Creek State Forest 2
7. Turkey Ridge State Forest 1
Total 3
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LEANTO

Site Mumber
1. Burt Hill State Forest 1
Total 1
AREA SIGNS
Site ' Mumber
1. Burt Hill State Forest 1
2. Cameron State Forest 4
3, Cameron Mills State Forest !
4, Canacadea State Forest Z
5. Greenwaood State Forest 1
6. Rock Creek State Forest 1
7. Tracy Creek State Forest I
3. Turkey Ridge State Forest 2
Total 13
METAL GATES
Site Murmber
1. Cameron State Forest 3
2, Canacadea State Forest 1
3. Greenwood Siate Forest 1
4, Helmer Cresk Wildhfe Management Area 1
5, Rock Creek State Forest i
6. Tracy Creck State Forest |
7. West Cameron Wildlife Management Arca 1
Total 9
EROSION CONTROL STRUCTURES
Site ' Number
1, Cameron State Forest 1
Total 1
ATV TRAILS / PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ACCESS
Site Miles Name
1. Cameron State Forest 0.2 Cameron Pond Trail
1.6 Rattlesnake Bluff Trail
2. Tracy Creek State Forest 1.9 Longview Trail
Total 3 Trails
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APPENDIX E : TIMBER MANAGEMENT

STANDS DESIGNATED PROTECTION MANAGEMENT

Greenwond State Forest

Tracy Creek State Forest

Steuben BA #16

Compartnent  Stand A ores
A i8 3
A 24 15
A 27 15

Turkey Ridge State Forest

Stevben RA #17

orpartment  [and heres

A 5 24
A 14 5
A 17 27

Cameron Mills State Forest

Stevben BA #18

[Compartment  Btand Acres
A 3 17
A B 17
A 12 22

Burt Hill State Forest

Stenben RA #19

Comparbment  Btand eres

A 14 15

West Cameron Wildbife Management Area

Steuben RA #1

Cotnpartment  Btand AcTes
A 2 14
A |5 11
A 63 33

Cameron State Forest

Steuben RA #4

Compartment  Btand CIEs
A 6 20
B [3 iz
F ¥ 0
F 8 15
F 14 14
H 7 128
H 11 ¥
H i5 10

Rock Creek State Forest

Steuben RA #12

Compartment  Btand Acres
A 1 - 80
A 18 29

Canacadea State Forest

Steuben BA #15

‘ompartiment  Btand Acres

A 5 17
B 10 12
C 7 26

| C 14 28

b ] ! 1

Compariment Btand AcTes
A 2 11
A i 15
A 11 5

4
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STANDS DESIGNATED EVEN AGED

CGreenwood State Forest D 12 21
Stevhen RA #1 D 13 &
E } 13
[Compariment  Stand Acres E 2 44
A 4 9 E 3 8
A 3 3 E ) 33
A 7 35 E 5 22
A il 4 E 7 47
A 12 7 F 2 32
A 13 ) G 2 &
A 14 7 G 4 19
A 15 11 G 5 10
A 25 4 G 6 33
A iz 2 H 2 31
A 33 3 H 3 93
A i4 H H 5 14
A 35 & H 6 14
A 37 i1 H 12 9
A 39 3 H 16 21
A 42 28 H 17 21
A 43 i4 H 18 13
A 45 31
A 47 33 Rock Creek State Fopas
A 50 45 Steuben RA #12
A 52 21
A 55 g Compartment  Btangd ACTes
A 59 15 A 3 18
A &1 8 A 7 i
A 63 33 A 2 10
A 11 93
Camerpn State Foragt A i3 11
Steuben RA #4 A 14 3%
A 14 25
Compartment Ktand  JAcres A 19 17
A 2 16 A 20 il
B 2 44
B 7 13 Canacadea State Forest
B ] & Stevben RA #15
B 13 &
B 14 14 Compartment Stand Acres
B i5 8 A 3 8
o 3 29 A 4 93
{ 5 47 A 6 12
< & 22 A 9 5
D 1 90 A 14 132
D 3 13 A 11 55
1} 4 20 A 12 5
0 5 49 A il Gl
i3 4] 26 A 14 35
N, 7 33 B 2 &l
Iy 1G ] B 4] 20




B '} 46 Compartment Btand hcres
B 8 43 A 1 61
E 9 85 A, 2z a4
B 11 16 A, 3 50
B 15 18 A 5 24
B 14 24 A (4] 78
B i7 11 A 7 25
C 3 14 A & 48
C 4 i6 A 9 23
C 5 12 & 10 27
C 6 11 A 11 34
C ] 11 A, 12 B85
C 9 8 A 13 63
C 12 77 A 15 22
o 15 37 A 17 27
< 16 4
D 2 5 Cameron Mills State Forest
D 5 27 Stenben BA #1858
LB o k3
L8 11 26 Compartment  Btand Acres
D 13 4 A 1 53
A 3 4
" Traey Crecl State Forest A 5. 15
Steuben RA #16 A 6 16
A 7 18
ompartment  Stand A cres A 9 102
A 3 18 A 11 3}
A 4 13 A 13 14
A 6 16 A i5 26
A 7 24 A 16 37
A 9 5 A 17 i)
A 10 k]
A 11 &0 Burt Hill State Forest
A 15 10 Sieuben BA #19
A 1§ 7
A 17 21 Compartment  Btand cres |
A, i4 9 A 3 28
A 20 27 A 4 g
A 21 13 A 11 il
A 22 25 A 16 22
A 23 &
A 25 17 West Cameron Wildlify Management Area
A 28 7
A 29 10 Comparfment  Btand Acres
A, 30 12 A i 13
A 32 14 A 3 g
A 33 7 A 5 11
A 7 16
A LG A{)

Turkey Ridge State Forest
Steuben R4 #17



STANDS DESIGNATED UNEVEN AGED

Greenwoad State Forest

Stenben RA #1 Turkey Ridee State Forast
Steuben BA #17
Compartment  Stand cres
A 1 13 Mone
A 9 23
A 44 27 Iracy Creck State Forest
A 46 38 Steubepy RA #16
Compartment  Btand ACTES
Cameron State Forest A ] 0
Steuben RA #4 A 2 35
A 26 46
Compartment Btand Acres A 1 7
B 1 26
B 4 19
F 9 18 Cameron Mills State Forest
F 20 a7 Steuben RA #18
8 4 29
Mone
Rock Creek State Forest
Steuben RA #12 Burt Hill State Forest
Steuben RA #19
Compartment  Btand Acras
A 3] 25 Compartment  [Btand Acres
A B 15 A ¥ 20
A 12 17 A B 35
A 21 20 A 13 65
i_anacadea State Forest
Steuben RA #15 Helmer Creek Widlite Management Area
Compartment  Btand AcTes Compartment  Stand Bhores
A [ [ A 3 42
B i4 4
C i 15
¥ 7 4
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STANDS DESIGNATED PLANTATION MANAGEMENT

Creenwood State Forest

Steuben RA #1

Compartment  [Stand Wores
A B 185
A il 10
A i8 14
A 19 4
A 20 13
A 22 4
A 24 7
A 26 10
A 27 33
A 28 16
A 29 4
A 30 3
A i1 15
A s 20
A 38 11
A 41 2
A 49 31
A 51 7
A 53 5
A 57 11
A 62 43

Cameron State Forest

Steuben RA #4

Compartment  Btand Acres
A 3 6
A 5 3
B Il 16
C 4 7
D 2 13
D G 1
F 3 6
I 5 4
F 14 (7
F 11 5
F 12 12
F 15. 20
F J§:] 7
F 19 7
F 21 7
F 22 15
G 1 12
H g 19

Rock Creel State Foreat

Stenben RA #12

Compartment  Btand Acres
A 2 85
A 3 5
A 4 13
A 10 33
A 15 59
A 17 5
A 22 24
A 24 1

Canacadea State Forest

Steuben RA #15

Compartment Btand [Acres
B 3 30
B 4 i9
C 2 27
C 11 5
C 13 7
| B} -3 176
D 6 20
¥ 12 25

Turkey Ridpe State Forest

Steuben RA #17

Compartment Btand ACIes
A 16 22
A [ 18 24

Burt Hil] Stage Forest

Steuben RA #19

[Cornpartment  Stand Acres
A 1 3
A 2 13
A 5 9
A o 6
A 9 18
A 18 a0
A 12 &
A 15 22
A 17 ]
A 1% 20
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Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area

West Carneron Wildlife Management Area

Compartment  Sland Cres Compartment  Stand Acres
A 2 3 A 4 35
A 4 28 A 8 4
STANDS DESIGNATED OPEN LAND
Gireenwood State Forast Tracy Cre tate Porest
Stenben RA #1 Steuben RA #16
ompartment  Stand Acres Compartment Btand Acres
A 21 2 A i2 45
A 23 4 A B 13
A 48 3
A 58 2 _ _
West Cameron Wildhife Management Area
Cameron State Forest Compartment  Btand Acres
Steuben RA #4 A g 2
A i2 3
Compactment  Ptand Acres A 14 2
F 13 7 A 15 &
F i6 7
H 9 11
H 13 15 Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area
Canacadea State Forest Compartment  Btand Aores
Steuben RA #15 A 1 55
A 5 &
Compartment  Prand ACEES
Unlabeled ]
STANDS DESIGNATED SEEDLING / SAPLING
Greenwood State Forest Steuben RA #4
Steuben B A #1
[Compartment  Btand ihcres
Compartment  Btand hores A I 5
A 5 13 A 4 38
A 6 12 B 3 44
A 16 13 B 6 11
A 17 4 B 3 5
A 40 2 B 14 5
A 54 6 B 12 i4
A 56 4 C i 2
A ] 13 C 2 23
I 3 B
Cameron State Forest D 11 21
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E 6 17
F i 25
F 4 4
F 6 37
F 7 12
F B i6
G 3 14
H i 18
H 10 15

Rock Creek State Forest

Steuben RA #12

Compartment  Btand Acres
A 23 £

Canacad t £

Steuben RA #15

Compartment Btand Acres
A 1 4
A 2 9
A 7 B4
B ] 3
B 5 5
B 12 43
B 13 6
D 1 i1
D 3 11
D D E

Trac ek State Forest

Stevben RA 216

Compartment  Btand Arca
A 5 16
A ] 2

I A | 714 | 18

Turkey Ridge State Forest

Steuben RA #17

Compartment  Btand Actres
A 4 8

Cameron Miils State Forast

Steuben RA #18

[Compactment  Btand Acres
A 4 46
A 14 10
A 14 56

Burt Hill State Forest

Steuben RA #19

Compartment  Stand ALTES
A 9 15
A 10 30

Helmer Creek Wildlife Manepement Area

Mone

T4



APPENDIX F : WATER RESOURCES
STREAMS

Rack Creek-C {TS)-mouth to 0.5 mile below trib 2
Tracey Creek-C

Helmer Creek-C  C(T}-0.5 mile below trib 2 to source
Cameron Pond

Cameron Creek-C(T) Pa 3-57-5-22 and tribs

Brown Hollow Creek

Erskin Hollow Creek-C

Stephens Guleh-C

Cther vn-named fributaries are located on the unit.

PONDED WATERS

Cameron Pond
Other beavey ponds
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Greenwood State Forest, Rock Creek State Forest,
and Turkey Ridge State Forest ot
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Burt Hill, and Canacadea State Forests
Y 0.5 Miles " Towns of Howard and Hornellsville
! Steuben County
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Tracy Creek, Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area,

and Cameron Mills State Forests
Towns of Cameron and Rathbone
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Cameron State Forest
Railroad and West Cameron Wildlife Management Area

ﬁ\/ds Slieam Town of Cameron
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Rock Creek State Forest, Turkey Ridge State Forest, and Greenwood State Forest
Towns of Greenwood and Jasper A ;wsjor Road

Steuben County = 2?;?2 Lang .
/*P""__“ ‘“‘"**1\1 State of New York 7777 Areas exiuded from surface occupancy
y .
T / e
= A ‘ Turkey Ridge State Forest
"1\ Total Forest Acres 676

About 322 Acres Exciuded

N \About 201 Acres Excluded |

In the event mineral rights are leased out
after the current leases expire, the
crosshatched areas are recommendad
for no surface occupancy.

e I i S
w Greenwood State Fores \ //—_a’/—\ /,;
© Total Forest Acres 907 ‘i‘%* o Ve

About 384 Acres Excluded / T 7
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Burt Hiil State Forest and Canacadea State Forest

Towns of Howard and Homellsville e
Steuben County/ f
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Cameron Mills State Forest,
f qg_\Hvzz.-Immar Creek Wildlife Management Area, and
/,f ., Tracy Creek State Forest

Towns of Cameron and Rathbone
' Steuben County
State of New York

N N = |
3 RN % Cameron Mills State Forest o
\ % Total Forest Acres 544 H i
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Cameron State Forest and West Cameron Wildlife Management Area
Town of Cameron
Steuben County
State of New York

About 49 Acres Exciude
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APPENDIX H: WILDLIFE HARVEST

BLACK BEAR HARVEST
2600 - 22 1996 - 13 1992 - 22
1999 - 27 1995 - 17 1991 - 17
1998 - 26 1994- 16
1597 - 24 1993 - 15

The reporting area includes the southwestern half of Steuben County and the southern two-thirds of
Chemung County.

1998-99 SUMMARY OF LICENSE SALES FOR STEUBEN COUNTY

Senior License 2,222 Junior Archery 157
Fishing 4,124 Archery 4.163
Hunting 51 Muzrzleloader I132
Big Gams 3,689 Sportsman 0364
Resident Trapping 229 Junior Hunting 704
Non-Resident Hunting 310 Turkey Permit 7,028

MNon-resident Big Game 1,339

Traditionally, large numbers of hmnters visit Steuben County, particularly during deer season. The
above figures represent only a portion of the hunters who actually hunt in Steuben County,

Historical Deer Harvest in the Towns within the Canisteo River Basin
{Cameron, Greenwood, Homellsville, Howard, Jasper, Rathbone)

Year AdultMale Totsl Harvest Year Adulibale  Total Harvest
arve Harvest
1981 1172 2878 1991 1547 3375
1982 1119 2649 1992 1699 3753
1983 1353 4167 1593 1280 3760
1984 1179 3851 1924 1119 2613
1985 ant 1348 1995 1537 3131
1986 857 1817 1996 1315 3037
1987 1220 2898 1997 1808 3536
1988 1341 2929 1998 1695 4024
1989 1383 3399 1980 1574 41160
1990 1431 3142 2000 1862 4647
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12-12-79 (3/99)-8¢c SEQR
State Environmental Quality Review
NEGATIVE DECLARATION
Notice of Determination of Non-Significance

Identifying # 2003-S{ M-8-141
Date December 26, 2002

This notice is issugd pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing regulations
pertaining to Aricle 8 {State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Enviconmental -

Consearvation Law.

The NYS Department of Environmental Cangervation as lead agency, has
determined that the proposed action described below will not have a significant
environmental impact and a Draft Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared.

Name of Action: Adoption of the Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan

SEQR Status: Type1 _X
Unlisted

Condifioned Negative Declaration: _ Yes
X _ No

Description of Action:

The Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan sets forth the proposed goals,
cbjectives, management actions and associated costs for the management of 7,715
acres on 10 parcels of state land in Steuben County. tincludes Tracy Creek State
Forest, Cameron Mills State Forest, Cameron State Forest, Burt Hill State Forest,
Turkey Ridge State Forest, Greenwood State Forest, Rock Creek State Forest,
Canacadea State Forest, Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area and West Cameron
Wildlife Management Area. The plan details management activities for & 10-year
period, from 2002 - 2012, A review and amendment process will take place at the end
of the fifth year. Public participation has been sought via matlings and a public meeting
on July 23, 2002. Full consideration for public input will be sought pricr to comgpletion of
the final draft.

Management activities planned for this unit include: The general maintenance
and improvement of the facilities, public access to the state land, and managing the
vegetation and wildlife, including the creation and maintenance of open fields and
logging an average of 152 acres per year. Other activities include the construction of
two forest access roads and four parking lots to increase public safety and access, ang
the creation and maintenance of up to 25 small water hole amphibian activity centers,
and designating trails for recreational use, Best management practices for the contro!
of erosion, and integrated pest management for the control of insects will be followed.



SEQR NEGATIVE DECLARATION Page 2

Acquisition of adjoining lanhd from willing sellers will be sought, when possible.  All gas or other
mineral activity will be monitored, The protection of endangered and threatened species and
historical and archaeological resources will be protected.

Location:;

Canisteo River Basin Unit, Steuben County: Tracy Creek State Forest, Town of Rathbone,
Carmneron Mills State Forest, Town of Cameran, Cameron State Forest, Town of Cameron, Burt
Hill State Forest, Town of Howard, Turkey Ridge State Forest, Towns of Greenwood and Jasper,
Greenwond State Forest, Town of Greenwood, Rock Creek State Forest, Town of Greenwoad,
Canacadea State Forest, Town of Hornelisvilie, Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area, Town
of Rathbone, and West Cameron Wildlife Management Area, Town of Cameron.

State Lands Covered by the
Canistea River Basin Unit Managemeént Plan
Steuben County, New York
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SEQR NEGATIVE DECLARATION Page 3

Reasons Supporting This Determination:
(See 617.7{(a)-{c) for requirements of this determination; see 617.7(d} for Conditioned Negative

Declaration)

Activities ptanned for the unit will be coverad by the following Prograrmmatic
Environmental Impact Statements:

State Forest Commercial Products Sales Program, Habitat Management
Activities, Wildiife Habitat Management on State Forest Land, Red Pine
Plantation Clearcut Program, New York State Open Space Plan, and the
State Forest Recreation Management Program.

Activities which would require a site specific environmental review {SEQR) include:
prescribed fire, site preparation with herbicide, clearcuts larger than 40 acres. in addition, if after
the public review process, activities area added to the plan to provide betier management of the
unit and are not covered by this Negative Declaration or cited Programmafic Environmental impact
Staternents, DEC wili undertake a site specific environmental review for such aclivities.

Activities in the plan wili be performed in accordance with the standards and policies and
procedures set forth in the following DEC documents:

Continuous Forest Inventory Handbook, Sfate Forest Multiple Use
Management Plan, Unpaved Forest Road Handbook, and the Timber
Management Handbook.

in addition, activities in the plan will be guided by the Environmental Conservation Law,
best management praciices, the expertise of foresters and biclegists, and the views expressed
by the panticipating public.

Construction of new facilities shall include the construction of administrative access
reads and parking lots. These projects with be placed s0 as to minimize short
and long term impacts, i.e. level ground and reasonable slope, cuiverts, ditches etc. to control
drainage and erosion. These projects will entail: clearing of brush and some
treas, grading, ditching, instaliation of culverts, and graveling. This will improve public access
and safety. The aesthetic resources will be protected by law enforcement activities, screening
of logging activities, and by limiting disturbance in sensitive areas. Scenic views will be
preserved by the rermoval of screening vegetation. There will be a favorable impact on energy
resources, since timber management will produce fuelwood. The neoise impact of construciion
and logging will oceur so briefly as to be inconsequential. Archeological and historical impacts
will be minimized by disturbing the ground as little as possible. These actions will not have a
significant impact on the environment.
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SEQR NEGATIVE DECLARATION Page 4

If Gonditioned Negative Declaration, provide on attachment the specific mitigation
measures imposed, and identify comment period (not less than 30 days from date of
publication in the ENB)

For Further information:
Contact Person: Gretchen Cicora
Address: NYS DEC

7291 Coon Road

Bath, NY 14810

Telephone Number: {607) 776-2165 Ext. 22

For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarafions, a Copy of this Notice 1s sent to:
Appropriste Regional Office of the Depariment of Environmental Conservation
Chief Executive Officer, Town/City/Village of
Othér involved agencies {if any)
Applicant {if any)

Environimental Notice Bulletin - NYS DEC - 625 Broadway - Albany, NY 12233-1750 (Type One
Actions Only)

38



GLOSSARY

Alfavivi - Clay, silt, sand, gravel or similar material deposited by nunning water.

Anticlingl - rock layers that are folded so that the layers are inclined away from each other (like the legs
of a capital A).

Bedrock - Hard lithified or consolidated rock units that underlie the unconsolidated or
partially-consolidated surfzce {geology) sediments and soils deposited during recent sedimentation and
glacial sedimentation.

Buffer Strips - A strip of vegetation used to protect sensitive areas from soil erosion and sillation.

Canadian Skield - the stable portion or nuclens of the North American continent, primarily igneous and
metamorphic rocks, located primarily in northeastern Canada, Michigan, Wisconsm and Minnesota.

Clast - A fragment of rack

Classified Water Bodies - A system whereby water bodies are protected nnder Environmental
Conservation Law.

Conifer - Needle bearing trees.

Conifer/Conifer Hardwood Forest - A forest stand in which efther of the two [cading speciesis a
conifer.

Confifer Stamd - A forest stand containing 50% or more conifer specics.

D.B.H. - (diameter at breast height) - The diameter of a tree at roughly breast height or 4% feet from the
ground,

Defoligred - Complete, or almost complete removal of leaves from a living tree. .

Dag-Qut - A 500 square foot by 3 feet deep pot hole constructed of earth and containing water,

Eorly Successional Wildlife Species - Animal species which require carly vegetative stages such as
grass, brush, Aspen.

Eeolagical Diversity - The number of species living in an ecosystem.

Eeolagical Subzone - A geographic arca containing fauna and flora which are adapted to that particular

area.
Ecosystem - A complex of living organisms and their environment,

Erasion - To wear away by the action: water, wind, ar ice.

Even Aged - A forest in which all of the trees are sssentially the same age.

Faulting - a fracture or crack that has had movement parallel to the fracture's surface

Fluvigl - pertaining to sediments deposited by stream or river sctions
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Frapipan - An impervious subsurface soil layer (sometimes known as "hardpan®) which restricts rooling
and internal soil dramnage.

Glacier / Gluctal - & large mass of ice and snow that is moving on the land's surface

Hardwood Forest - A forest stand in which each of the two predominant species by percent is a
hardwood.

ardwneds - Broadleafed trees.
Herbaceous Opening - A non-forest vegetative type consisting of grasses and forbs.

Homocline - geologic structure that is dipping or inclined in one direction and at the same angle of
inclination.

Kame - 2 short ridge, hill, or mound of stratified placial deposits
Lacustrine - of, or relating to, a lake

Large Coarse Woady Debris - The accemulation of dead woody material, both standing and fallen,
which occues in a forest stand.

Lean-Te - A smazll, open fronted, log shelter nsed for overnight camping.

Lingments - linear trends of weakness or fractures in the earth's crnust

Log Landing - An avez to which logs are skidded and then loaded for removal.

MCFGPD - thousand cubic feet of gas per day

Moraine - sediment that is accemulated due to the actions of a glacier,

Multiple Use - A management philosophy by which many uses are derived for a specific land area.
Natural Regenerition - The regrowth of a forest stand by natural means.

Natural Forest - A forest ¢stablished by natural regeneration.

No Entry / No Surface Qecupancy Lease - A lease to explore and develop underground mineral resources

without any surface disturbance. Above ground facilities and equipment to remove mineral resources must
be located off the subject property.

Oaly Opening - a globally rare plant community, also known as an oak savannsh. The community s
composed of native prairie grasses and associated plants usually surrounded by aak/hickory forests. Oak
Openings are maintained by periodic burning. Historically, fires were set by Native Americans or caused by
lightning strikes. OQak Openings can be variable in size, from just 2n acre to several thousand acre
complexes.

Y - Sife - The species are growing {or at least have been planted) where these sp:z:cms would not ordinatily
be found, due fo unfavorable site conditions.

Plamtation - A forest established by planting.
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Pole Sized - A young tree witha D.B.H. of 6 to 1] inches.

Pre-Conunercial - To do a stand ireatment when the tregs are to small to sell for profit, requining the
payment of someone to do the work.

Protection Mawugement - An area which required special management considerations. (Special cotiing
regmien, short rotation, long rotation, or no treatment.)

Repeneration - To reestablish a forest stand.

Rotation - The length of tirne between the establishment and the harvest of a forest stand.
Sawtimber Stped - A tree with a2 D.B.H. of 12 inches or greater.

Seedling/Sapling Sized - A young tree with 2 D.B.H. of Jess than 6 inches.

Sefeceive Harvesting - Removal of the mature timber, usually the oldest or largest trees.

Shade Tntolerany - Tree species that reguire fll sunlight to survive past the seedling stage.

Shade Tolerant - Tree species that ean survive in the shade cast by older trees.

Sire - Site 15 defined as a group of features (such 2s slope, aspect, soil type, etc.) which characterize a given
ares of land. '

Silvienlture - The estabiishment, development, care, and reproduction of forest stands.

Saftwoods - Needle bearing trees, conifers

Species Diversity - The ocomtence of a variety of plants and animals.

Staud - A group of plants with similar characteristics that are treated as a single unit in & management plan.
Stand Analysis - A systematic method of evaiuating stands to determine the need for treatment.

Stand Treatment - Work done in a stand which is directed towards the management of the stand.

State Forest - Lands owned by the state of New York and administered by the Department of Environmental
{onservation which are managed for the establishment and maintenance of forests for watershed protection,
the production of limber, and for recreation and kindred purposes.

Stroatgraphic - the lavening and sequence of mapable rock units.

Surficial - of, or relating to, the surface

Stestained Yield - The maintenance of 2 continuous flow of 2 particular product,

Spuciinal - rock layers that are folded so that the layers are inclined towards each other {like the letter V)

Tl - unstratified giagial deposits consisting of clay, sand, gravel, and boulders
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Temporary Revacable Permit {TRP) - A permit to use state forest 1and for a specific purpose for a
preseribed length of time.

Top Lopping - The cutting of limbs from the tops of felied trees to reduce fire danger and improve visibility,
Cn state forests top lopping of conifers is required by law.

Lineven Aged - A forest containing trees of two or more age classes.
Unigue Arvea - A parcel of land ovmed by the state acqmired do to its special natural beauty, wilderness

character, geological, ceological or historical significance for the state nature and historic preserve, and may
include Jands within a forest preserve county outside the Adirondack and Catskill Parks.

Vegetative Stage - A description of a plant community based on the age of the component plants.
Vegetative Type - A description of 2 plant community based on species composition.
Vernal Popl - A small body of water that {s present in the spring, but dries up by mid-summer.

Water Hole - A Jaid up stone cistern built by C.C.C. volunteers and originaily used for water for fire
protection purposes,

Watershed - The land area from which a stream receives its water,

Wertland - Land or area saturated and sometimes partially or intermittently covered with water.

Class I 11, IIT or IV - The designation placed upon a mapped wetland by NYS DEC as
teguired by 6NYCRR. The four classes rank wetlands according to their ability to perform wetland
functions and provide wetland benefits, Class [ is the most critical,

Yield - The production of a commodity such as; forest products, water, or wildlife.
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