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PREFACE
It is the policy Dflhe New York Stale Department ofEnvironmental Conservation to manage

state lands for multiple benefits to serve the people ofNew York Stale. This Unit Management Plan
is the first step in carrying out that policy. The plan has been developed to address management
activities On this unit for the next 10 year period, with a review due ;n 5 years. Some rnmagement
recommendations may e>itend beyond the iO year period.

Factors soch as available fimds, wood product markels, snd forest health problems may
necessitate deviations from the scheduled management activities.

THE UNIT MANAGEMENT PLANNING PROCESS

New York Stale's management policy for public lands follow a multiple usc concept
established by New York's Environmental Conservation Law. This allows fOT diverse enjoyment of
state landS by the people of the state. Multiple use managcmentaddresses all of the demands placed
on these lands: watershed management, timber management, wildlife management, rare plant and
cormnunity protection, recreational use, and aesthetic appreciation.

In this plan, an initial reSOurce inventory and oth",. infonnation is provided, followed by an
assessment ofexisting and anticipated uses and demands. This infonnation is used to set goals and
management objectives. Management actions tables provide an estimated cost and timetable for
accomplishing these objectives.
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GEORGE E. PATAKl

GOVE:RNOR
STATE: OF NE:W YORK

DEPA.....MENT OJ'" E:NVlRONM£NTAl. CONSERVATION

ALBANY, NEW YORK, 12233-1010

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Record

SUBJECT: CMisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan

DATE, JUl 0 2 2003

E:RIN M. CROTTY
COMMISS!ONE:R

The lUlit management plan for the Canisteo River Basin State Forest unit has been
completed. The Plan is consistent with Department policy and procedure, involved public
participation and is consistent with the Environmental Conservation Law, Rules and Regulations.
The plan includes management objectives for a ten year period and is hereby appwved and
adopted.

Erin M. CroUy, C issioner
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INTRODUCTION
HlSTORYOF STATE FORESTS AND
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

ForeSll~nd" outside the Adirondack
and Catskill regions owe their present
character, in large part, 10 the impact of
pioneer settlement. Following the close of the
Revolutionary War, increased pressure for
land encouraged westward expansion. Up to
91% ofNew York woodlands were cleared for
cultivation and forage.

Early farming efforts met with limited
success. As the less fertile soils proved
Wlproduclive, they were abandoned, and
settlement was attempted elsewhere. The
slage of succession was set and new forests of
young saplings reoccupied the ground OnCe
cleared.

The Stale Reforestation Law of 1929
and the Hewitt Amendment of193! set forth
the legislation which authorized the
Conservation Department to acquire land by
gift or purchase for reforestation purposes.
These state forests GOnsisting ofnot less than
500 acres ofcontiguous land, Were to be
forevel' devoted to ''reforestation and the
establishment and maintenance thereon of
forests for watershed protection, the
production of timber, and for recreation and

-kindrcd purposes". This broad program is
presently authorized under Article 9, Title 5,
of the NYS Environmental Conservation Law.

In 1930, Forest Districts Were
established, and the tasks ofland acquisition
and reforestation were started. In 1933, the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was
begun. Thousands ofyoung men were
assigned 10 plant millions of trees on the
newly acquired slate forests. In addition to

tree planting, these men were engagcd in road
and trail building, erosion control, watershcd
restoration, forest protection, and other
projects.

During the waryears of 1941-1945,
littlc was accomplished on the reforestation
areas. Plans for further planting, construction,
facility maintenance, and similar tasks had to
be curtailed. However, through postwar
funding, conservation projects oncc again
received needed attention_

The Park and Recreation Land
Acquisition Aclof 1960 and the
Environmental Quality Bond Acts of 1972 and
1986 contained provisions for the acquisition
ofslate forest lands, these lands would Serve
multiple purposes involving the conservation
and development ofnatural resources,
including the preservation of scenic areas,
watershed protection, forestry, and recreation.

Wildlife management areas in Ncw
York, like slate forests, have a varied history
.ofacquisition. Many were gifted to the New
York State by the Federal Government or
other cooperating public Or private
'organization. Some parcels were purchased
with Bond Act funds or Federal Aid in
Wildlife Restoration Program funds. The
latter which is commonly called the Pittman
Robertson Act is a federal fund supported by
hunters from their purchase ofhunting
licenses, fireanns and anulltUlition.

Today there are nearly 720,000 acres
ofstate forests and over 200,000 acres of
wildlife management areas througholltlhe
state. The use ofthese lands is important 10
the eoonomy and to the health and well-being
of the people of the state.
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HISTORY OF CANISTEO
RIVER BASIN UNIT
MANAGEMENT AREA

STATE FORESTS

The lands of the Canisteo River Basin
Unit were inhabited prior to the Revolutionary
War by the Seneca Indians. The Senecas were
nomadic hunters and farmers. During the
Revolutionary War, General John Sullivan
was corrunissioned to open western New
York Valley to people ofEuropean descent.
TIlis began a series ofskirmishes between
Sullivans' troops and the Senecas that
eventually led to the removal of the Senecas
from the valley. Many of Sullivan's soldiers,
having observed the potential for agriculture
from the Senecas, eventually settled in the
vaHey and became farmers.

It is known that ti,e upland portion of
the Canisteo River Basin Unit was almost
completely fmested in 1779. By the late
1800's only 30% of the land area was forested,
the remainder having been cleared for
agriculture. The Industrial Revolution
combined with soils poorly suited to long
tel7ll agriculture, began another change. By
1900, many agricultural farms in the upland
areas of Steuben County were abandoned.
Over time these areas reverted back to forest
land. Oak/chestnut forests were dominant in
Steuben County.

In 1904, a fungal dise"se called
chestnut blight was discovered in New Yo,k,
having been sceidcntally imported from
Europe. Within 30 years, it sprc"d across the
nation and virtually eliminated the Americm
Chestnut. Evidence ofAmerican Chestnut
can still be seen in the fonn of stumps and
sprouts from root syste!11ll ofchestnut.
Overhead, the holes left by the death of the
chestnuts has been filled by Red Maple, White
Ash, hickories, beech and oaks.

In response to the decline of
agriculture and the demand that the abandoned
and eroding farmlands be returned to
productive activity, the New York State
legislature passed the "Reforestation Law of
1929". Shortly afterwards, the n"tion plwlged
into the Great Depression, accelerating the
abmdonment ofagricultural lands.

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
AREAS

West Cameron Wildlife
Management Area

The lands constituting the West
Cameron Wildlife Management Area {WMA}
were deeded to the State ofNew York in 1947
to satisfy a mortgage loan against the
property. At that pointlhe land was
administered by the Office ofGeneral
Services until 1980 when the propertywas
considered for possible public sale. The
Bureau of Wildlife requested a Irnnsfer of
jurisdiction at that time and said transfer was
completed jn May 1982. An additional 4 acre
parcel was snbsequentlypurchased to provide
public acceSS to the area. The area is
currently used by the public for hunting,
trapping, hiking, cross-country skiing, etc.

Helmer Creek Wildlife
Management Area

The lands comprising the Helmer
Creek Wildlife Management Area was
acquired in 1993 by the United Slates
Government, Fanuers Home Administration,
as a foreclosure and the iand was then
transfcrrcd to New York State because it
provides significant habitat for a state
threatened species, the timber rattlesnake.
The arca is open for public use and provides
recreation for hunters, trappers and hikers,
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INFORMATION ON THE UNIT

IDENTIFICATION

The 7715 acre Canisteo River Basin Unit is comprised ofeight state forests and two wildlife
management areas. For management pu;poses, each state forest is consecutive1ynumbered in the
order in which they were purchased.

Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan includes the following:

Table 1 ACREAGE OF STATE LAND

,
NAME

,
STATE FOREST NUMBER ACREAGE,

Burt Hill State Forest I Steuhen Reforestation Area Ii 19 '03,
,

Cameron Stale Forest
,

Steuben Reforestation Ares # 4 1990,
,

Cameron Mills Stale Forest , Steuben Reforestation Area # 18 ,<14,
,

Canacadea State Forest , Steuben Reforestation Area # 15 1623,

Greenwood State Forest i Steuben Reforestation Area Ii I 907

Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area <2,
Rock Creek Stale Forest Steuben Reforestation Area # 12 704

Tracy Creek State Fores! Steuben Reforestation Area /I 16 569

Turkey Ridge State Forest Steuben Reforeslati(m Area /I 17 676

West Cameron Wildlife ManagementArea 173

GEOGRAPHY Cohocton River Basin.

All individual units are located within the
Susquehanna River Basin. The vast majority
ofaereage is located in !he Canisteo River
Basin, with a small portionlooated in the

All of the individual units in this Unit
Management Plan are located in Steuben
County. The following table lists the town(s)
where the individual units fall:

,



Table 2 TOWNS OF THE CANISTEO RIVER BASIN UNIT

- Town(s)

Greenwood State Forest Greenwood

Cameron State Forest Cameron

Rock Creek State Forest Greenwood

Canacadea State Forest Homellsville

Tracy Creek State Forest Rathbone

Turkey Ridge State Forest Greenwood and Jasper

Cameron Mills State Forest Cameron

Burt Hill State Forest Howard

Helmer Creek WMA Rathbone

West Cameron WMA Cameron

The village ofCanisteo lies within the
Canisteo River Basin unit. The city of
Hornell, the regions' largest population center,
is located at the north end oflhe watershed,
This region is rural in nature. Interstate 86/US
Rt. 1710catcd at the north edge of the unit is
the only major transportation route. Almond
Dam, US Army COIl'S. ofEngineers and
Boyd's Comers county park are the only other
recreational facilities located within the unit.

TheCanisteo River Basin Unit lies on the
northern edge of the Allegheny Plateau.
Elevations On the Unit range from \080 feet in
T,acy Creek State Forest to 2380 feet in the
Turkey Ridge Stale Forest.

CLIMATE

The ave,age winter high temperature is
360 Fahrenheit and the avernge daily
minimum temperature is 18"F. In summer, the
average daily high temperature is 8O"F.
Plateau surmnits are markedly cooler than the
lowland fanning areas.

Annual precipitation averages 31-36
inches. Precipitation is well distributed
throughout the year and is usually adequate
for all crops.

Average sea.'onal snowfall is 70_75
inches. In winter, snow oeeurs frequently and
covers the ground much of the lime. Snow
depths vary greatly with elevation, but on the
average, snow depths are measurable for 3
months. The number of such days varies
greatly from year to year.

Sunshine occurs for 65% of daylight
hours in the summer and 30% in the winter.

The prevailing wind is from the west to
southwest. Average wind speed is at its
highest, 12 m.p.h., in February.

Climatic data is supplied by the United Stales
Department ofAgriculture(USDA) Soil
ConservatiOn Service.
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ADJACENT LAND 
EXISTING USES

The land adjacent to the Canisleo River
Basin Unit is largely owned by private
landowners. Absentee landowners and
homeowners occupy a considerable acreage of
real eslale, The US Anny, Corps of
EngineerS, administers a flood control
reservoir adjacent to Canacadea State Forest.

Agriculture, forestry, and recreation are
major land uses. Allhaugh agriculture is
traditionally the most common land use, it
appears to be declining. As a result, the
amount ofland covered by forest is
increasing. Forestland now occupies
approximately 54% of the land area of
Steuben County. However, the average
number ofacres pcr o'Mlership appears to be
declining.

GEOLOGY

SURFACE GEOLOGY

BACKGROUND

Mos! surface geology in the Canisteo
River Basin Region ofwestern New York was
influenced by Ihe processes of glaciation that
occurred during the Pleistocene Epoch. Ice
sheets from the last glaciation episode
(Wisconsinan glaciation episode) retreated
from the area approximately ten thousand
(10,000) years ago, leaving behind numerous
sedimentary deposits and surficial features:
including SCOUT features that resulted in small
lakes and river valleys.

Most soils and sediments in the region are
related to past glacial activity, and subsequent
weathering and erosional processes over the
last 20,000 yeats. The underlying parent
rocks (rocks that were subjected to the
processes of glaciation, weathering and
erosion) of this region are sedimentary rocks;
specifically shale, sandstone and siltstone that

were deposited in shallow seas that existed in
this region during the Devonian Period of the
Paleozoic Era, approximately 370 million
years ago. Any post Devonian rocks have been
eroded from the region. In addition, the
presence ofrounded igneous and metamorphic
clasts are indicative ofpast glacial activity
transporting material into the region from the
Canadian Shield to the north.

CANISTEO RIVER BASIN UNIT

The resulting surface geology of the State
Forests and Wildlife Management Areas of
the Canisteo River Basin Unit includes
glacial till as the dominant deposit in the area,
It is located extensively throughout the area,
with exceptions being topographically low
areas and escarpments subjected to erosion.
Bedrock outcrops and suhcrops ofDevonian
shales, siltstones, sandstones and minor
limestones are located intermittently on the
flanks and crests of ridges and hills in the
area. Most likely due to the erosion of
overlying glacial till, causing the exposure of
the bedrock. Kame deposits of sand and
gravel are located intennittently in
topographically low areas ofCanacadea State
Forest, and are the result ofglacial meltwater
fluvial systems. Recent alluvium deposits
have accumulated in topographical
depressions such as stream channels and
associated flood plains.

Further infonnation on the surface
geology ofthe region;s provided by the:
SUljic;al Geologic Map a/New York, New
YOlk State Museum - Geologic Survey- Map
and Chan seYles #40, 1986.

SOILS

Detailed soil infonn.tion is contained ill
the Soil Surwy o/Ste"ben County, published
by the USDA, Soil Conservation Service in
July 1978.

The generalized soil infonnation
presented here was taken from the STATSGO
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database published by the USDA, Natural
Resource Conservation Service in December
of 19&4.

Please noll.' that some re-correlatjon of
soii types has taken place since the soil survey
was published and that data from the survey
may not match data from the STATSGO
database.

The Canisteo River Basin containS a
number of soii assooiations. An of the
individual units within this management plan
have some acreage within the Mardin
Lords/own· Volusia assooiation. Many of the
individual units contain smaller acreages of
Chena"go - Howard - Palmyra association
and the VIy - Lewbeach - Willowemac
association

General association descriptions are given
below:

Mardin _ Lordstown - Volusla

Gently sloping to steep soils, moderately
well drained to somewhat pooriy drained deep
soil, with fragipan. Also includes areas of
moderately steep to very steep, well drained,
moderately deep soils over hard sandstone
bedrock

Chenango -Howard - Palmyra

Nearly level to gently sloping, well
drained to somewhat excessively drained deep
soils that fonned in ouhnsh in valleys. Also
includes sman areas ofmoderately well
drained to somewhat poorly drained, deep
soils formed in recent alluvium On
floodplains.

Wi11owemrn; -Lewbeach - Vly

NearlY level through moderately steep

soils on till plains and hillsides and hilltops in
uplands. Permeability is moderate to high
above the frigipan and slow to very slow in
the frigipan. Also includes smaller areas of
deep, moderately well drained to excessively
well drained soils fonned in till On bedrock
controlled upland land forms

Table 3 SURFACE GEOLOGIC
MATERIAL FOR TIIE INDIVIDUAL
UNITS

Unit Surfidsl Material

Greenwood State Glacial Till,
Forest Bedrock

Cameron State Glacial Till
Forest

Rock Creek State Gladal Till
Forest

Canacadea State Glacial Till and
Forest Kame

Tracy Creek State Glacial Til!
Forest

Turkey Ridge State Glacial Till &
Forest Bedrock

Cameron Mills Glacial Till
State Forest

Burt Hill State Glacial Tili
Forest

Helmer Creek Glacial Till
Wildlife
Management Area

West Cameron Glacial Till &
Wildlife Bedrock
Management Area

7



BEDROCK GEOLOGY

BACKGROUND

Bedrock underlying the Region of the
Canisteo River Basin Unit is inclusive of
sedimentary rock units deposited in
association with ancient seas and their
marine·f1uvial_ deltaic environments of
deposition during the Cambrian, Ordovician,
Silurian and Devonian Periods of the
Paleozoic Era.

Younger bedrock units that were
deposited during the post·Devonian Periods
(such as Mississippian and Pennsylvanian
Periods) have been subsequently eroded away
by erosional and glacial processes.

Underlying the Paleozoic rocks are
pre-Paleozoic Erarocks or Pre-Cambrian
rocks that are generally comidered to be
composed of igneous and metamorphie rocks.
These rocks are generally referred to as
"basement" rocks.

CANISTEO RIVER BASIN UNIT

Rock units (bedrock) outcropping or
subcropping at the surface in lhe Canisteo
River Basin Region are shales, siltstones,
sandstones and intermittent limestones ofthe
Conueaul~ Canadaway, Java and West Palls
Groups that were deposited during the Upper
Devonian Period (approximately 350 _400
million years ago).

Further information on the bedrock
geology of the regiou is provided by the:
GeologicMap ofNew York _Fillger Lake
Sheet. New York Stale M"-',mm and Science
Service - Map and Chart #15, 1970.

Subsurface information pertaining to lhe
bedrock (thatdees not outcrop) has been
acquired through wells drilled into the
subsurface during the exploration for oil and
natural gas reserves in and around the
Canisteo River Basin Unit. Wells were drilled

to depths of approximately 3,400 feet iuto the
subsurface near Canacadea Stale Forest and
tested the Onondaga and Oriskany Fonnations
that were deposited during the Devonian
Period, Over 400 million years ago. Wens
were drilled to depths of approximately
11,000 feet into the subsurface southeast of
Turkey Ridge Stste fumst and tested the
Trenton / BlaekRiver Formations that were
deposited during the Ordovician Period, over
450 million years ago.

The Vandemlark Exploration Inc. Turner
Well No. I (API No. 031-101-20658)
eneOlllltered the top of the Devonian
Onondaga Limestone at 3,359 fcet and
Devonian Oriskany Sandstone at 3,424 feet
into the earth. The True Oil Company M.
Demun Unit No.1, Well No_ I (API No.:
031-101-21718) encountered the top oflhe
Devonian Onondaga Limestone at 5,096 feet,
Silurian Syracuse salt beds at 5,500 feet,
Silurian Medina S.ndstone at 6,728 feet,
Ordovician Queenston at 7,170 feet, top of
the Trenton Limestone at 9,782 feet and the
top of the BlackRiver LimestonelDolomite at
IO,4lO reetinto the earth.

STRUCTURE

The regional strueture of the area is a
homocline that dips to the south-southwest at
an average dip angle ofapproximately two (2)
degrees. The Geologic map ofNew York.
Finger Lakes Sheet #15, 1970, depicls
progressively older rock units outcropping
farther to the north, confinning the southerly
dip of strata in the region.

Liuement" faulting and
anticliuaVs}1lclinal structures in the region
generally trend in a Northeast to Southwest
direction. North-Southtrending limits have
also been identified in the region. These
structures are thonght to be due to
compressional stress and resulting strain
associated with plate teclonics and the
opening of the Atlantic OCClln Basin that
began at the end of the Paleozoic Era.
Structural reference is available at the
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Preliminary Bril/le Structures Map afNew
York, New York Slale M'tSeu""Map alJd Chari
Series No.31KI974.

MINERAL RESOURCES

OIL AND GAS

All of Steuben County has the potential
for development of natural gas reserves. In
order toproduee natural gas from NYS DEC
owned properties, an oil and gas lease must be
executed between the State snd a prospective
developer. Each lease contains numerous
clauses specific to the project such as the
term, consideration and royalties,
development, drilling and removal ofpropcrty
(including well plugging).

The State manages the surface estate
through NYS DEC's Division of Lands and
Forests. The minerals estate is managed
through the NYS DEC'sDivision of Mineral
Resources. Drilling permit application
rcviews arc coordinated by the Division of
Mineral Resources and subject to the State
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).
These proposals are analyzed within the scope
of the 1992 Generic Environmental Impact
Statement on the Oil, Gas and Solution
Mining Regulatory Program (GElS). Site
specific requirements are attached to every
drilling pennit and address issues related to
safety, environmental protection and
correlative rights (ensuring that ownerS are
provided an opportunity to share in the
production of the well). Further surface
protective meaSureS are contained in a
Temporary Revooable Permit (TRP) issued by
the Division ofLands and Forests.

Certain land management strategies which
may be incompatible with oil and gas well
developmentrnay result in exclusion from
surface disturbance. Individual tract proposal
reviews for each forest within this Unit have
been completed, and determinations deciding
which areas would be excluded from surface
disturbance have been made. Sites

recommended to be excluded from drilling
and/or other surface occupancy for mining,
are listed in appendix G, Maps
"Recommended Exclusions for Surface
Occupancy."

Revenue generated from production
royalty and/or leasing ofoil and gas rights is
directed to the General Account Fund for
State Forests and the Conservation Fund
Account for Wildlife Management Areas.

Drilling and Production

The drilling of the first commercial oil
well in the United Silltes occurred in
northwestern Pennsylvania during the middle
1800's. Soon after New York had ils first
commercial oil well which eventually led to
the drilling ofthousands of oil wells in
western New York. The eastern fringe of this
activity extended into the To"",, ofGreenwood
near Rock Creek State Forest NYS DEC
maintains records for roughly 350 oil wells in
the Town ofGreenwnod. However, NYS
DEC routinely discovers wells for which nO
records exist. Accordingly, the actual
number ofoil wells drilled in an area may be
substantially larger than what records indicate.

Oil haS been produced in the southwestern
portion ofStcuben County from the 1890's to
present. NYS DEC docs not expect any major
oil devclopments on any ofthe lands within
this Uni!.

Natural gas has been produced in paying
quantities from this area since the 1930's.
Tr,cy Creek State Forest is in the Rathbone
natural gas field, which was drilled in the
1930's and currently does not have any active
wells. Roughly 30 wells were drilled in this
field. However, no records exist to eonfmn
whether the wells wcre properly plugged and
abandoned. Ovcr 160 natural gas wells were
drilled in the six towns where the State
Forests and Wildlife Management Areas are
located. Roughly six of tile well~ remain
active.
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Natural gas is routinely stored in depleted
reservoirs deep undergrOlllld. New York State
has over25 such facilities. In this Units' area
natural gas can be injected into the Oriskany
and/or Onondaga Fonnations during low
demand months and withdrawn as markct
conditions and contract obligations dictate. At
this time oil and gas leases for underground
gas storage exist on Rock Creek State Forest,
Cameron State Forest and Greenwood State
Forest. Gas is slored in the Oriskany
Fonnation at depths ranging between 4,000
and 4,800 feet at faeilities located on Rook
Creek and Greenwood State Forests. These
facilities are operated by Columbia Gas
Transmission Corporation. The project at
Cameron State Forest (includes only the
northern most 10 acres) is permitted by
Steuben Gas Storage Corporation to store gas
in only the Onondaga Fonnation from
approximately 3,500 to 4,000 feet.

A five year exploration and development
lease is in effect on Canacadea State Forest,
this lease was approved by the NYS DEC in
April/May of 1998, fOT a primary tenn of
five (5) years. In MaTch of2003 NYS DEC
rec:eived competitive bids for the sale ofoil
and gas leases on Cameron, Tracy Creek,
Cameron Mills, and Burt Hill State Forests.
These lease agreemeJlts are in the process of
being execnted.

Natural gas transmission pipelines are
located On Greenwood, Cameron, Rock Creek
and Turkey Ridge State Forests. A major
natural gas "play" is currently occurring in the
Trenton! Black River fonnation in eastern
Steuben COllllty. This activity has branched
into the Town ofWcst Unionjnst south of the
Canisteo River Basin Unit and will likely
spread in to this area.

MINING

Sand and Gravel

Sand and gravel resources vary
throughout this area. NYS DEC permitted

mine facilities are located in nearly every
mllllicipality within the Canisteo Rivcr Basin,
with each town containing some level of
llIlconsolidated resource. The reserves can be
spolly depending on the depositional
environment. Quality and quantity of the
reserves generally dictate development.

A higher concentration ofmine sites are
located near the town of Hornelisville. This is
indieative of resource development near urban
areas with a larger populations, and high
aggregate denland. The surrounding
municipalities have tapped the resources, but
have not yet fully developed the reserves.
This is mainly due to their rural setting, low
market demand, and relatively small
population.

A portion ofHelmer Creek Wildlife
Management Areas was developed as a
commercial gravel operation prior to the NYS
DEC's acquisition of the area.

Hard Rock

As is the case in most ofcenlral New
York, this area is llIlderlain by salt deposits.
However, at depths in excess of2000 feet, it
would not bc practical to develop the resource
utilizing standard mining pracliees.
Furthennore, the thickness and quality of the
salt seam underlying the Wildlife
Management Area's and State Forest are
unknown. This, coupled with market demand
for the product, would Jimitthe possibilities of
developing salt TeServeS.

Varions hard rock deposits underlay this
area, the most eommon being shale,
sandstone, and siltstone. The depth to the
deposit, its thickness, and its quality would
detennine tre feasibility of developing tbese
Tesources. At this time, the depth to quality
hard rock resources llIlder sonthwestern
Steuben Collllty generally restricts reserve
development.



VEGETATIVE TYPES AND
STAGES

Canisteo River Basin Unit vegetation is
dominated by pole sized natural hardwood
foresls. Hardwood species include red maple,
oaks, hickories, ash, aspen, and apple. The
majority of the softwood component consists
ofplantation species such as red pine and
Norway spruce. Many of the hardwood
forests have a softwood component ofwhite
pine and hemlock. White pine and hemlock
also coml'rise most of the natural conifer
stands, although SOme natural slands of red
pine do occur.

Secondary vegetative types include,
transition hardwood foresls on SOme upland
portions ofilie Unit, and weiland vegetative
types on lowlands. Many fonner agricultural
fields have been replanted to conifers Or
reverted back to "pioneer" foresl types.

The following table (fable 4) lists
vegetative types and stages for the Canisteo
River Basin Unit. These recmds are estimated
from the most recent inventories available.
Depending on the area, inventory data was
taken sometime between 1987 and 2001.

Table 4 VEGETATlVE TYPES AND STAGES

Vegetative Type Acres by Size Class % of Total

0-5 in 6-11in 12+ in other

Natural Forest Hardwood 714 2734 1511 64.3%

Natural Forest Conifer 46 59; 439 14.0%

Plantation '" 993 m 17.6%

Wetland 18 0.2%

Ponds 25 0.3%

OpenIBrush 168 2.2%

Other (Roads, Parking lots, etc.) 104 1.3%

Total (Acres) 1Ol3 43'2 2065 315 1715

WILDLIFE AND WILDLIFE
HABITAT

The Canistco River Basin Unit is within
the Appalachian Plateau ecological unit
charactcrized by active and abandoned
fannland interspersed with woodland. Few
wetlands arc present and consequently the
area is home to primarily upland wildlife
species. The area has a hmg history of high
deer numbers and has been well known to

hunters throughout New York and
surrounding states for ovcr 40 years. Deer
harvest in recent years has approached 15 per
square mile in portions of this unit.

In addition, this unit contains some of the
last remaining popnlations of timbcr
rattlcsnakes in New Yark State. While these
populations have been mucb reduced over the
years, several important denning areas arc
afforded protection by being in slate
ownership.



Wehrle's salamander (Plethodon wehrlei)
was identified on the West Cameron Wildlife
Management Area in a 1996 biodiversity
inventory conducted by the New York Natural
Heritage Program. This salamander has a
slate rank of S-2 indicating il is very
vulnerable in the state with only 6 to 20
occurrences.

Several species that were absent entirely
in the early 20'" century have begun to
repopulate the area. The black bear
population has been expanding for the past 20
years and sighlings are nOw quite common.
Bobcat have been present for a number of
years at very low levels but these populations
are also beginning 10 grow. Wild turkey, now
common throughout the area were totally
absenljusl50 years ago:

Ifthe trend ofagricultural land
abandonment and reversion to brush land and
forest continues, these species that prefer
large areas of unbroken forest will continue to
prosper.

WETLANDS AND WATER
RESOURCES

AQUIFERS

This Unit is located within the Canisteo
River basin. Portions ofCameron State Forest,
Rock Creek Stale Forest, Tracy Creek State
Forest, Cameron Mills State Foresl; and
Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area
overlie major aquifers.

These aquifers are unconfined sand and
gravel or lacustrine sands which arc capable
of flowing at greater than 100 gallons per
minute.

WETLANDS

According to maps produced pursuant to
Article 24 of the Environmental Conservation

Law (Freshwater Wetlands Act), this Unit
contains one weiland at least 12.4 acres in size
which is protected by the Act. The map
designations and classifications according to 6
NYCRR, Part 664, Freshwater Wetlands
Mapping and Classification Regulations is:
CM-I. Maps showing the location ofNYS
regulated wetlands are available from
Regional NYS DEC Offices. CM-I is42.3
acres on Cameron State Forest and is
composed of areas of emergent vegetation,
which are seasonally flooded, and areas of
open water, which are permanently flooded.
The open water is caned Cameron Pond, and
is part of the Cameron Pond Day Use Area.

Maps produced by the US Fish and
Wildlife Service as part ofthe National
Wetlands Inventory indicate the presence of
approximately 17 smaller wetlands which may
be protected under Section 404 of the Federal
Clean Water Act. The Federal wetlands arc
described as scrub-shrub, emergent, and
unconsolidated"bottom wetlands of seasonal
to pcrmanent saturation. Many ofthcse
wetlands arc man-made, constructed under the
CCC program or more recent habitat
improvement programs.

STREAMS

There are approximately 12 miles of
streams within the state land Oflhis Unit. 3.2
miles are classified as trout streams under the
NYS Water Resourees Regulations. Major
named cred,s consist ofCameron Creek, Rock
Creek, Brown Hollow Creek, Erskin Hollow
Creek, Stephens Gulch, Helmer Creek, and
Tracy Creek. The majority of these have
intermittent or unknown fisheries resources.
Known fish species include minnows, dace,
and brook and brown trout.

PONDED WATERS

As most of the state lands in this Unit are
at the top of the watershed, ponded waters·are
limited, However, there is one named pond
on this Unit; Cameron Pond on Cameron Slate
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Forest. At least 3 other unnamed ponds are
also located On this Unit. Almond Lake, a
large flood control impoundment, managed by
the US Army Corps of Engineers, is adjacent
to Canacadea State Forest.

SIGNIFICANT PLANTS
AND PLANT
COMMUNITIES

No rare plants or significant plant
communities are listed in the Natural Heritage
data base for the Canisteo River Basin Unit.
The Unit docs contain several small
populations ofpink lady slipper (Cyripedium
acaule) and Ginseng (pana:.: quinquefolius),
which are exploitably vulnerable native plants
likely to become threatened in the near future
throughout all or a significant portion of their
range within the state ifcausal factors
continue unchecked.

ROADS

The Callisteo River Basin Unit is accessed
by state, county alld tOWIl roads (see location
map, page 1). ToWIl maintained gravel roads
comprise the majority ofaocess routes. Many
of these tOWIl roads are not maintained for
winter travel.

The road system maintained byNYS DEC
provides for both pubJj~ and administrative
access 10 the Canisteo River Basin Unit. The
roads ate constructed to standards that win
provide reasonably safe travel and keep
maintenance costs at a minimum. There are
three types ofNYS DEC maintained roads
public forest access roads, and haul roads and
access trails - each provide different levels of
access, depending on the standards to which
they are construeted.

Public access roads are constructed and
maintained to accommodate motor vchiclo
traffic, they are permanent, unpaved roads.

They may be designed for all-weather usc
depending on their location and surfacing.
These roads provide primary access within a
Unit. The standards for these roads are those
of the Class A and Class B access roads as
provided for in the Forest Road Handbook.

Hanl roads are permanent, unpaved roads
but are not designed for all-weather travel.
They are constructed primarily for the
removal offorest produ~tsand provide only
limited access within the Canisteo River Basin
Unil. Public motor vehicle use is not allowed,
but pedestrian travel is encouraged. All
administrative roads are gated alld warning
signs are posted. The standards for these
roads are those ofClass C roads as provided
for in the Forest Road Handbook.

Access Trails may be permanent, unpaved
and do not provide all-we.ther access within
the Unit. Thesc trails are originally designed
for removal of forest products and may be
used to meet other management objectives
SIlch as recreational trails. These trails are
~onstructed according to Best Management
Practices.

NYSDEC maintains 7.2 miles of roads OIl

the Canisteo River Basin Unit.

Cana~adea State Forest contains a 2 1/4
mile access road a~~essible from Erie Ave. in
the ToWII. ofAlmond. The ac~ess road forks
near the top oflhe hill. The right fork ends at
a !urn around! parking area, and the left fork
ends at a beautiful ovcrlookof Almond Lake
whi~h makes an excellent picnic spot (there is
also a tum around! parking lot).

Turkey Ridge State Forest contains a Y,
mile access road which is a~cessed from.
Norton Hollow Rd. near the intersection of
WoodworlhRd. The a~cess road ends at a
tum around! parking lot.

Cameron State Forest has a 900 ft. access
road going to Cameron Pond. In addition,
there is an haul road about 0.2 mile long



which connects to the gas transmission line
bisecting the property. The gas line has about
3 V, miles that can also be used for
administrative access to sections of the state
forest.

Tracy Oeek State Forest has about I mile
of haul road, which is also designated as an
access trail for persons with disabilities as per
commissioners policy CP-3 (see ATV
TRAILS).

Greenwood State Forest has two access
roads, one is about 0.3 mile long and ends in a
tum around I parking lot. The second
provides access to the well pads and gas
pipeline. It is slightly longer than a half mile,
there is also about a mile ofgas pipe line,
some ofwhich Can be used to aceess sections
of the state forest.

Eight parking lots are maintained
throughout Canisteo River Basin Unit. (See
Appendix D)

RECREATION

The Canisteo River Basin Unit provides
recreational opportunities within a two hour
drive ofmetropolitan Rochester, and less than
a half-hour drive to the Village ofDansville,
and the eities ofComing, and Hornell.
Consequently, recreational use ean be
seasonally eoneentrated and Vllried,

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES IN
THE UNIT INCLUDE:

• Hunting
• Fishing
• Trapping
• Hiking
• Camping
• Canoeing
• Mountain Biking
• Snowmobiling
• Cross Country Skiing

• Snowshoeing
• Picnicking
• Bird and Wildlife Watching
• Berry and Apple Picking
• Photography
• Nature Study

Different regulations apply to state forests
and wildlife management areaS. Ovcrnight
camping is pennitted anywhcre on state
forests as long as it is not within 150 ft. ofany
road, trail, spring, stream, pond, or other water
source. For groups of Jess than 10 people and
for up to 3 days no permit is required, longer
stays and/or larger groups are allowed to camp
with a free pennit obtained from the NYS
DEC Forest Rangers, at the Bath sub-officc.
Overnight camping is not allowed on Wildlife
Management Areas.
Camping sites must be kept neat, clean and in
sanitary condition.

At this time, no opportunities exist for
ATV and off·road vehicle use On stale land in
NYS DEC Region 8. Depositing Or leaving
rubbish or waste material is prohibited.
Cutting, removing, Or deslroying any living, or
standing dead trees Or plants is prohibited.
Users are requested to please extinguish all
fIres completely. Hunting, trapping, and
fIshing are allowed only during legal season,
consult the NYS DEC Hunting and Trapping,
and the Fishing Regulations Guides for
seasons, hours, and bag limits.

HUNTING

Hunting is popular On all State Lands in
the Canisteo River Basin Unit. Both small
and big game huntIng opportunities exist.
White-tailed deer are the primary big game
species, although Black Bear are also hunted.
Archery, muzzle loading, and shot gun
seasons are open annually in the fall.
Permanent tree stands are prohibited. Also
prohibited are any equipment that damages the
trees, this includes screw in steps, eye hooks
etc. Small game include; wild turkey, ruffed
grouse, pheasant, woodcook, squirrels,

"



coltontail rabbit, and waterfowL Trapping of
furbearers is also encouraged.

FISHING

Fishing opportunities are limited, there are
a few small creeks in the unit, these include
Rock Creek in Greenwood Statc Forest, Tracy
Creek in Tracy Creek State Forcst, Helmer
Creek in Helmer Creek Wildlife Management
Area. Cameron Pond (which provides mostly
warm-water fislleries) and the beaver pond off
of Stonehouse Rd. in Cameron State Forest
are thc main fishing sites witbin the MiL

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS

Camcron Pond Day Use Area in Cameron
State Forcst is accessed off ofWcst Cameron
Rd., it includes a parking area, a 16 aCre pond
which provides fishing opportunities for bass
and pan fish, canoeing, and enjoyable
surroundings forpicnieking

HIKING TRAILS

There are numerous Iraiis, old roads and
pipelines in the Canisteo River Basin Unit to
explore, however none of these trails arc
currently marked and very few are mapped.
The exception is the 3/4 mile section of the
Finger Lakes Trail that passes through the
northern portion ofBurt Hill State Forest
(along this trail exists a lean_to built and
maintained by the Finger Lakes Trail
Conference). The Finger Lakes Trail is
maintained by the Finger Lakes Trail
Conference (5&5) 658_9320. All trails in this
unit can also be used for mountain biking,
cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing
(however motorized vehicle use is prohibited).

ATV TRAILS I PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES
ACCESS

The only legal ATV trails that exist are
for pcrsons with disabilities. Pursuant to Cpo
3, individuals with qualifying disabilities may
apply fora pern,it to operate an ATV on trails
designated by the DEC. For further inquiries
contacted the DEC office In Bath. (See
Appendix DJ

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESOURCES

On the Unit there are nO known pre
European settlement archaeological sites_
Much of the NYS DEC lands are on
highlands. It is well documented that Native
Americans had occupied the valleys
encompassed by the unit. It is assumed the
uplands were used for hunting grounds,
however, it is unlikely settlements Were
located on these upland areas.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
PROTECTION

Ifany unrecorded archaeological sites are
located within this land unit they are protected
by the provisions of lhe New Yerk State
Historic Preservation Act (SlIPA _Article 14
PRHPL), Article 9 ofEnvironmental
Conservation Law and Section 233 of
Education Law. No actions that would impact
these resources are proposed in this Unit
Management Plan. Should any such actions
be proposed in the future they will be
reviewed in accordance with SHPA.
Unauthorized excavation and removal of
materials trom any of these sites is prohibited
by Article 9 ofEnvimnmental Conservation
Law and Section 233 ofEducation Law.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH

If any archaeological sites are lOcated on
this unilthey will be made available for
appropriate research. All future
archaeological research to be conducted on
the property will be accomplished wlder the
auspices of all appropriate pennits. Research
pennits will be issued only after consultation
with the New York State Museum and the
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation. Extensive excavations are not
contemplated as part ofany research program
in order to assure that the sites are available to
future researchers who are likely to have more
advanced tuols and techniques as wen as
different research questions.

HISTORIC SITES

There are signs ofEuropean settlements
tIuoughout the Unit. There are several
cemeteries of known and unknown origin
throughout the Unit. They are either
maintained by the state or volunteers.

The area surrounding the unit was settled
as early as 1796 and as late as 1844. From
1810- 1900 much of the area was cleared for
many types ofwood prodocts, mainly lumber.
Much of the lmnber as well as other products
went down the Canisteo river on "arks" and
found their way to the Chesapeake Bay. Once
the area was depleted of timber, farming
began.

The Unit has numerous home sites as well
as remnants ofstone, stump and rail fences,
all evidence ofprior land occupation and uses.
On the Cameron State Forest is the remains of
house knOwn as "the stone house", bUilt in
1816.

The c1earcutting, fanning and occBSional
fires contributed to the CUTTent mix of
vegetation on the area. The fires and
c1eareutting favored the oak spebies.
Abandoned farmland revmted to pioneer
hardwood species such as aspen and maples.
Some areas Were planted with conifers.

In 1934 the first natural gas well was
drilled on what is now the Greenwood State
Forest by the Home Gas Company. During the
same time period several more wells were
drilled on the state lands in the area. When the
gas supply was depleted, natural gas was
pumped into these wells for storage.
TransmiSSion lines cross the unit with a pump
starion located just off state land on Rock
Creek Road in the town ofGreenwood. This
enterprise is now owned by the Columbia Gas
Transmission Co.

Many of the older plantations (60 plus
years), on the unit were planted by the CCC's
(Civilian Conservation Corps )Dver the years
these plantations have heen thinned through
several other government programs such as
the YCC (Youth Conservation Corps),
Department of Corrections inmates, and
timber sales.

Three ponds were built on the Cameron
State Forest for wood duck habitat in the
19S0\; and late GO\;. These were built through
a cooperative effort of state, county and
federal government.

In the 1990's to the present the Ruffed
Grouse Society and The National Wild Turkey
federation have sponsored projects to enhance
wildlife habitat on numerous sites on the Unit.

Most of the this information was taken
from Richard Scheres' book," Steuben
County, The First 200 Years". Other sources
from NYSDEC.
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NEEDS, ISSUES AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS
This plan strives to manage the diversity

of the Canisteo River Basin Unit biological
and social resuUlCes for multiple usc to serve
the needs of the people ofNew York State, In
order to manage the Canisteo River Basin
Unit for multiple use, NYS DEC must manage
the ecosystem in a holistic manner while
reconciling the many and sometimes
conflicting demands on the ecosystem. This
must be done within the framework of tlJC
Environmental Conservation Law (EeL),
rules and regulations, and department policies
and procedures.

On the Canisteo River Basin Unit, many
issues including public needs Conn the basis
for the objectives and management actions set
forth in this plan. The NYS DEC recognizes
that planning must be done today to ensure
effective management in the future.

FUNDING

Funding to support the management of lands
covered in this plan is primarily derived from:

• Capital construction account (State
General Fund monies)

• Rehabilitation & Improvement account
(State General Fund monies)

• Stewardship _Special Revenue Other
(SRO) account. State forests only. Note:
The primal)' source of revenue for the
SRO account is from commercial sales of
forest products listed above.

• Services in lieu ofpayment during
cormnercial sales offorest products.
(These services are limited to the specific
location where the sale occurs.)

• Environmental Protection Fund (EPF).
This account is primarily funded from the
real estate transfer tax and other

appropriations by the legislature. This
fund may be used for a wide variety of
projects including habitat enhancement
for plants and animals, recreational
facilities and forestry improvements such
as pre-eommercialthinning, artificial
regeneration, and conlrol of invasive
specIes.

• Conservation Fund. Wildlife management
areas only. A state fund consisting
primarily of income from the sale of
sporting licenses, fines from ponalties from
fish and wildlife law violations, sale of
products off lands administered by the
Division ofFish, Wildlife and Marine
Resources, and return a Giflto Wildlife
donations.

• Wildlife Restoration Program Funds. These
are federal funds commonly referred to as
Pittman-Robertson Funds. This is a federal
program established from money received
from excise taxes on the sale ofsporting
guns and ammunition.

Regional allocations from these ac<:ounts
must be shared by all NYS DEC lands within
the region. There is no specific budget
established to manage an individual site.
Funding is distributed based on priorities for
all areas within the region. Tasks listed in the
work schedule in this plan are contingent upon
available fimding and commitments associated
with higher priority projects within the region.

Cooperative partnerships using the "Adopt
A Natural Resource Program" with private
conservation organizations or other interested
parties can be used to complete projects on the
Canisteo River Basin Unit. These partnerships
are a valuable supplemental source for
providing needed services.
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CURRENT KNOWN
ILLEGAL USE

• ATV and dirt bike use
• Offroaddriving
• Dumping I littering
• Vandalism

• Construction ofpcrmanenl blinds and/or
tree stands

• Harvest of ginseng
• Cultivation ofmarijuana
• Poaching
• Underage drinking

SUMMARY OF IDENTIFIED ISSUES

ACCESS

It is NYS DEC policy to provide
appropriate public and operational aCCeSS On
the Canisteo River Basin Unit. Access is a
necessily for both public use and land
management. However, appropriate
restrictions on access positively contributes to
the natural character of stale lands.

Staffhas identified ncc<ls for additional
administrative access roads on Greenwood
and Cameron Mills Stale Forests, Parking for
West Cameron Wildlife Management Area is
along the shoulder ofa town road in a rather
precarious location. Turkey Ridge also has
parking problems along Norton Hollow Road.
Additional parking is required to
accommodate existing public use,

This was noted through the variety of
public comments received prior to Ihe
preparation of this plan. Somc requested
additional recreational amenities such as
campgrounds, picnic areas and horseback and
snowmobile trail development; others asked
the Canisteo River Basin Unit's natural
character be maintained. Some wanted NYS
DEC to promote tourism and local interest.
One recommendation WaS to gate the entrance
at Turkey Ridge State Foresl, another
requesled better access to Cameron Mills
Slate Forest and another asked to deny a""ess
by all terrain vehicles and recommended that
all hunting to be done on foot. Others asked
thaI hunters not trespass on landowners
property.

Staffhas also identified access issues
conceming Canaeadea State Forest. The
railroad line which fonos the northern border
of the Canacadea State Forest is currently
embargoed. This line is owned by a multi
county rail authority. Should this line he
abandoned, the Dejlartrnent should
aggre~·~ively pursue acquisition of as much of
the right _of-way as necessary to assure
access to State Route 21.

TIMBER MANAGEMENT

Plant conmmnities are by nature dynamic
and ever-changing. Young tree stands get
older, and species compcsitiOl1 changes with
time. Disturbances from fire, wind, insects,
disease, timber harvest, and other land-usc
practices have been an important part of the
histOty ofNew York forests and have
determined the composition and structure of
today's forests. By applying different forest
management or silvicultural practices, land
managers Can effect change in vegetative types
and stages and associated use by wildlife.

The production offorest products is a
clearly slated goal in the Reforestation Law of
1929 and is consistent with the proposed
management actions in the Canisteo River
Basin Unit. But, it too is challenged by
conflicting opinions. Some public expressed a
desire for seleclive harvesting, the harvest of
mature trees, managed bums and clear-cutting.
Others expressed a desire for no clear cutting.
Concern was also noted about the regularity of
timber harvest and the immediate effects cf
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logging the forest in terms of aesthetic
appreciation. Others expressed concern about
any logging activities in steep areas subject 10
erosion.

Additional comments inclnde: not
marking for timber stand improvement,
leaving wildlife den and fcod trees to establish
wildlife food plots, and inclusion ofa buffer
zone at Ihe northernmost boundary line of the
Burt Hill State Forest 10 see that the Finger
lakes Trail corridor is pmtected from
aesthetically adverse activities.

WATER RESOURCES

The Environmental Conservation Law
(ECL) dietates that the State Forests within
the Canisteo River Basin Unit be managed for
watershed protection. This is also clearly
consistent with Wildlife Management Area
objectives and sonnd conservation practices
and public desires. Best Management
Practices are used for all silvicultural
practices on state lands. These require
specific conservation practices which protect
soils and water quality during timber harvest.
Well-managed water reSOurCeS have multiple
benefits, including quality fish and \vildlife
habitats, aesthetieally pleasing sites, ground
water protection, and flood water retention.

Public comment requested danuning of
creeks and digging ofponds to pmvide
important water SOurCes.

WILDLIFE AND WILDLIFE
HABITAT

Broad public support was noted for healthy
wildlife popUlatiOIlS as a source ofa variety of
recreations. Recommendations included
establishment of wildlife food plots. One
eomment indicated seemingly too few turkeys
and grouse. Other wildlife mentioned include

deer, rattlesnakes and possibly bears. One
asked 10 post the land as an endangered species
area due to timber rattlers near Helmer Creek
Wildlife Management Area and Cameron Mill
State Forest. Some adjaeent landowners asked
to post signs allowing hunting with prior
pennlssion.

FISH MANAGEMENT

The Division ofFish and Wildlife is
charged by Environmental Conservation Law
to maintain and improve the fisheries resoulce
and develop and administer measures for
making the resource accessible for the people
of the state. One public conunent requested
mOlc stocking of game fish in the Cameroll
Pond.

PUBLIC RECREATION AND
USE

Public comments received include a
general encouragement to increase
opportunities for hUIlting, trapping, fishing,
hiking, camping, bird watching, cmS5-counlry
skiing, boating, snowmobiling and horseback
riding. Additional current recreational uses
include Cameron Pond Day Use Area, and the
overlook on Canaeadea State Forest.

OIL AND GAS LEASING

Public commentors expressed varying
comments On oil and gas leasing. Some
believed that particular areas of the UIlit should
be protected from gas well leasing; others were
completely opposed to gas leasing at their
favorite hunting spot; while still others thought
leasing for gas would be acceptable ifNYS
DEC could manage any funds generated from
it.



COOPERATIVE
AGREEMENTS

Additional funding would be required to
optimally enhance the lands and facilities of
this Unit. Public comments suggest that
present conditions may be acceptable,
although some support parking lot
improvements, and adding outhouses, for
example. There is a need to identify
additional funding and actively search oul
cooperative agreements and partnerships to
maintain road, and trails and other facilities in
the Canisteo River Basin Unit.

NYS DECs' formal cooperativc program,
called the Adopt-a·Natural·Resource
Stewardship Program, encourages individuals
and groups to Illldertake activities that meet
management needs of slate-owned natural
resources. Multiple benefits ofsuch
partnerships have been identified; serving as a
meanS to complete work that helps prC1lerve,
maintain and enhance natural resources at
minimal cost to the New York State. It is also
an opportnnity for organizations, groups and
individuals to show willing support for
conservation efforts, large and small. Such
efforts may involve the clean up ofvandalism,
litter pick up, establishment or maintenance of
nature trails, providing interpretive services
for school groups and other citizens,
management of fish and wildlife habitats and
other positive benefits to the site and natural
resources.

OPEN SPACE
CONSERVATION

Ncw York State has been a leader in
recognizing the value of open, undeveloped
land. In September 2002, Governor George
Palaki issued a plan prepared by NYS DEC
and the NYS Office of Parks Recreation and
Historical Preservation, entitled, "Conserving

Open Space in New York State".
http;lIwww.dec.state.ny.us/websitc/dl£losp/toc2
002.html is the web site this document can be
viewed at, and as new versions are written
during the lifetime of this Unit Management
Plan they will also be posted on NYS DEC's
web site.

The Open Space Plan of 2002 characterizes
the need for perpetuation, in a grand sense, of
open space and natural landscapes as, "The
quality and character of the lives of the people
of New York depend upon the quality and
character of the land on which we live. Thesc
iands shape the way we spend our leisure time,
affect the long term strength ofOur economy,
determine whether we have clean air and water,
support the web of living things ofwhich we
are a part, and affect how we think about
ourselves and relate to other New Yorkers."
The Open Space Plan outlines what open space
should be saved and includes priorities and
guidelines for public land acquisition. As of
the writing of this plan, no parcels adjacent to
the Canisteo River Basin Unit are listed in the
Open Space Plan. Land may be gifted to the
state, and small parcels purchased when
meeting the criteria of the small projects
category, without belng listed in the Open
Space Plan provided they meet the
requircments listed later in this plan.

AESTHETICS

In addition to providing open space and a
place to experience wildlife and wild land,
public lands should also be pleasing to the eye
and soul. Scenic vistas, the nse ofnatural
materials, and attention to quality design and
maintenance arc important components of
effectively managing the Canisteo River Basin
Unit. The ehallenge is to attract users to the
site without destroying what has drawn them
there in the fitst place.



CULTURAL RESOURCES
AND HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

The public comments supported the

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

protel:tion and enhancement ofhistoric and
cultural rellources, readily identifiable as
valued parts of the common heritage of New
York's citizens.

The laws, regulations, and policies listed below provide broad guidelines within which this plan
is prepared. The Environmental Conservation Law of the State ofNew York is available to the
public at local libraries, NYSDEC offices, from private vendors, and at
www_dec.state.ny.ns/websitefregsfindex.htrn/on the internet.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION LAW (EeL)
ECL Article 8 " Envircnmental Quality Review
ECL Article 9 • Lands and Forests
ECL Article 11 - Fish and Wildlife
ECL Article 15 - Water Rescurces
ECL Article 23 - Mineral Rescurees
ECL Article 24 - Freshwater Wetlands
ECL Article 33 - Pesticides
ECL Article 51 -Implementation of Environmental Quality Bond Act of 1972
ECL Article 71 - Enforcement

NEW YORK CODE RULES AND REGULATIONS (6NYCRR)
Title 6
Chapter I _Fish and Wildlife
Chapter II . Lands and Forests
Chapter ill - Air Resources
Chapter IV • Quality Services
Chapter V - Resource Management Services
Chapter VI - State Environmental Quality Review
Chapter VII . Subchapter A

- Implementation ofEQBA of 1972
Chapter X - Division ofWater Resources

DEPARTMENT POLICIES
Public Use
Tempcrary Revocable Pennits
Motor Vehicle Use
Timber Management
Unit Management Planning
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Pesticides
Prescribed Bums
State Forest Master Plan
Inventory
Acquisition
Road Construction
Motor Vehicle Access for People with Disabilities Policy (CP 3)
Best Management Practices
General Freshwatcr Wetlands Pennit for WMA Management Activities
Burcau of Fisherics Fish Stocking Policies
Archaeological Site Protection
Archaeological Research

FEDERAL LAW

US Army Corps ofEngineers Manual for Almond Lake Dam Operation
Americans with Disabilities Act
Federal Wetland Law 404 - Waterquality
etc.
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

VISION

The vision of this plan is to l!n~ure tbe billlngical integrity, improvement and protection (If the
Canisteo River Basin Unll. This shaD be dooe within Ihe multiple use concept of management,
which strives to serve the needs of the people of New Yurk State by providing a broad baled,
biologically diverse ecosystem. Management will be considered liver a broad gengraphicel area,
not only to ensure the hi(llogical diversity and proteetion of the ecosystem, but also to optimize the
maoy benefits to the public that tbese lands provide.

NYS DEC land. wilhin Canisteo River Basin Unit are unique compared with most private properties
in the surrounding landscape. Private landowners have differing management objectives and property
size is generally much smaller. Slate lands provide large expanses open to publlc recreation. State land
management horizons extend over a very 1000g time frame. This allows for a commitment 10 provide
healthy and diverse forest ecosystems and to manage and enhance unique vegetative types.

To achieve the visiOJ1, this plan will provide specific management goals with measurable planning
objectives. The objectives will be augmented and supported by a plan daction and a timetable.

ACCESS

The existing network of roads and parking lots is mcstly sufficient for intended uses. However, for
administrative purposes, a need exists for two additional roads; one on Greenwood State Fcrest, the
other on Cameron Mills Stale Forest. In addition, a need for a parking lot has been identified on the West
Cameron Wildlife Management Area, Turkey Ridge State Forest, and two small Ones on Cameron State
Forest. (See maps pgs 68 and 70)

Restricted motor vehicle access to administrative roads by gales and signs will continue. The costs
to upgradeadminislralive grade roads 10 public aecess roads are prohibitive. Motor vehicle access
restrictiollS are needed 10 maintain the "backwoods" character of the land. In addition the Department
reserves the right to limit access to State Lands when public safety issues OCcur.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR ACCESS

Managernenl()bjectives

L IdentilY need for additional access

2. Construct identified additional
facilities

M~.

ActiOJ1

"0
Ll

"2
2.0

2.1

Management Actions

Survey site{s)
Receive public comments
Solicit public corruncnls

Complete construction of access
road on Greenwood Slate Forest.
Complete construction ofaccess road

Frequency

ofAction

As Needed
C>n-Going
Every 10 yrs

2003 & When
budgets permit
OneTime



on Cameron Mills State Forest budgets pennit.
2.2 Construct Parking lot on West Wh"

Cameron Wildlife Management Area budgets pennit.
2.3 Construct Parking Lot on Turkey Ridge When

State Forest budgets permit.

2' Construct two small parking areas on Wh"
Cameron State Forest budget pennit,

3. Maintain roads 3.0 Inspect cuiverts Bi-Annually
3.1 Replace inoperabie culverts A.Needed
32 Public access roads - Grade and

Maintain surface. Bi-Annually
3.3 Administrative access roads - Grade

and Maintain surface. Every 5 yrs
3.4 Mow road right of way_ Annually
3.5 Establish status of town roads As Needed

4. Maintain parking areas. 4.0 Maintain all parking area•. As Needed
4.1 Maintain curbing As Needed
4.2 Maintain regulations signs Annually

, Control access. '.0 Identify the need for gates and signs. As Needed
,.1 Construct gates and post signs As Needed

'2 Maintain gates and signs. Annually
,.3 Enforce NYS DEC Policies On-Going

6. Identify state property boundaries. 6.0 Survey, paint, bla~, and post boundary
Hnes. Every 5 yrs

6.1 Repair and replace area signs. On-Going

TIMBER AND VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

The Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan strives to maintain a balance ofvegetative types
and vegetative stages. This balance is intended to produce marketable forest resources and enhance
wildlife diversity and abundance. Presently, although a variety ofvegetative types do occur, a number of
vegetative stages do not. Natural regeneration and growth since 1900 has resulted in the development of
large acreages ohawtimber stage natural hardwoods stands. Tree planting was conducted from thc
1930's to the 1970's. Many of the species were planted off-site, which has resulted in large acres ofolder
declining conifer piantations. Consequently, very yOl.mg vegetative stages are lacking.

In order to create a betler distribution of the vegetative stages OVer the entire unit, forest products
will be sold. The harvests will be accomplished using a variety of silvicultural techniques such as
altering rotation length, converting evcn:.age stands to uneven-agcd stands, establishing protection areas
to maintain and enhance diversity, and reserving ecologically sensitive areas such as stream banks,
wetlands, and steep slopes from intensive management. Protection areas receive speeial consideration
whenever management activities are planned which may impact these areas. Examples include,
increased use of erosion control devices, seasonal harvest limitations, restrictions of type and/or size of
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harvesting equipment, and restricted skid trail layout. Some protection areas are restricted from all
harvest of forest products. These practices may also be employed On other areas not designated as
protection forest whenever site or vegetation protection is needed. Examples are: Poorly drained soils,
slopes over 15%, presence ofhislOrical or archeological features, recreational use, wildlife
considerations, and preparation for forest regeneration.

All sales Over $500, or with high demand, will be publically bid. All sales will be administrated by a
state forester, using standard "DEC Sale ofForest Products" contracts. All payments are in advance of
harvesting. Revenue contracts over $10,000 require a performance bond. Sales under $10,000 may
require a performance bond at the discretion of regional statT.

The establishment ofconifers through planting and natural regeneration has created a significant
conifer component, and it is important to maintain them as a component of the ecosystem. Natural
regeneration often supply the necessary coniferous component. However, planting maybe used to help
maintain a conifer component.

Oak and chestnut are desirable tree species to have on the Unit, however, some past management
practices and diseases have discriminated against these species. For example, since the early 1980's
Gypsy Moth has periodically defoliated areas of forest and since the early 1900's chestnut blight has
killed offmost of the chestnuts fi:om the forests. Selective harvesting has favored shade tolerant species
such as beech and maple. Shade intolerant oak seedlings are not able to survive under thcse conditions.
The objective is to maintain and enhance these species in the Unit by using current knowledge ofoak
silviculture and employing new silviculturalteclmiques that develop from research. Should a treatment
to control chestnut blight, or resistant trees be developed, efforts would be made to bring back the
chestnut to the area.

Forest regeneration has been so complete on the Canisteo River Basin Unit that a need exists to
create and maintain at least a small portion of the Unit as grassland. Grassy vegetation provides valuable
habitat for many popular game species and rare protected species and is also a desirable ecotype whcn
soil protection is an objective. Clearing and reseeding through timber harvest contracts, additional
service work, and oil and gas activities can accomplish the establishment of grasslands. Maintenance
through regular mowing roughly every third year is also necessary.

Various endemic and epidemic occurrences of insect, diseases, fires and storms periodically impact
the vegetative commnnities of the Canisteo River Basin Management Unit. Infestations of introduced
insects such as Gypsy Moth and Hemlock Woolly Adelgid are ofpresentconcem and bearpersistcnt
monitoring. Native insect species such as Pear Thrips and Fall Cankerworms are cyclic in population
and may be expected to impact vegetation at some time in the future as they have in the past.

Some levels of insect, disease and natural disaster are re<:ognized as being a beneficial factor in
shaping Our vegetation, although quantifiable standards are not presently available.

The professional foresters ofNYS DEC will continue to observe the effects ofthcse factors which
influence the vegetation on the unit. Management actions may be then able to lesson undesirable
impacts.

A forest inventory is recommended every 10 years.

See appendix E for a listing offorest management plan&, by stand number.



MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR VEGETATION
(percent based on forest acreage)

Management Objeclives Mgt. Management Actions

Action
Frequency

ofAClion

I. Maintain knowledge offorest stands. 1.0 Perfonn State Forest and Wildlife
Management Area inventory. Every 10 yrs

2. Mainlain heallhy vegetation 2.0
2.1

Practice Integrated Pest Management On-Going
Reduce deer population, to reduce damage
to lhe low growing vegetation. Annually

3. Slale Forest
Develop the following balance_
2% openings

8% Protection forest
8% Uneven Age silviculture, at a

20 yr cutting cycle.
72% Even Age silviculture,
at JOO yr rotation.

30

3.1
3.2
3.3

3.4
3.5

Develop 20 aCres ofopen grassland
from SecdlingiSapling/Brush.
Maintain with a 3 yrrotation
Prot""t 609 acres.
Regenerate an average of32 acres

Regenerate an average of60 acres
Thin an average of60 acres.

Over 10 yn;

Annually
On-Going
Annually

Annually
Annually

4. Helmer Creek Wildlife Management 4.0

5. West Cameron Wildlife Management 5.0

Uneven aged silviculture after 2.1 is
achicved, 20 year cycle.

Even Aged silviculture after 2.1 is
achieved, 100 year cycle.

?

?

WATERSHED AND WETLANDS PROTECTION

TheECL dictates that among other purposes State Forests within this Unit be mauaged for watershed
protection. This is also clearly consistent with Wildlife Management Area objectives and sound
conservation practices and public desires. Watershed management Is specifically mentioned in the
Reforestation Act ofl929. Timber Harvesting Guidelines which are mandatory for all silvicultural
practices on state lands, require specific conservation practices which protect soils and water quality.
These guidelines are mandatory On all silvicultural practioes on state forest lands. Compliance with the
New York Stale Freshwater Wetlands Act (EeL Article 24) and the Water Resources Law (EeL Article
15, Title 5) is required by NYS DEC when conduoting management activities orconstruction projecls
that involve regulated activities within protected wetlands, water bodies, or streams. Regulatcd activities
within protected wetlands, streams and waterbodies ·inclnde such things as clear-cutting vegetation and
construction ofponds or road crossings. Normal mainteu3IIce and repair ofexisting struetures is
generally exempt from pennit requirements. Well-managed waler resources have multiple benefits,
including quality fish and wildlife habitats, aesthetically pleasing sites, grouud water protection, and
flood waler retenlion.
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Necds for small dug_outs and a larger wetland development is elicited in the objectives for "Wildlifc
and Wildlife Habitat".

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR WATERSHED AND WETLANDS

Management Objcctives Mgt. Management Actions Frequency

Action ofAction

I. Protect water and wetland
reSOUrCes

1.0

1.1

1.2

1.4

Utilize Best Management Practices
(BMP's)for water quality on timber sales. On-Going
Control erosion through proper road
maintenance. On-Going
Comply with the Water resources Law and Freshwater
Wetlands Acts. On-Going
Comply with Ckneral Stonnwater SPDES
Penni!. On-Going
Use erosion control meaSures in standard
Agricultural lease agreements On Wildlife
Management Areas On-Going

FISH AND WILDLIFE AND HABITAT

The Wildlife objectives for the unit focus on: (1) enhancing overall species diversity and abundance
by protecting rare and endangered species; (2) achieving the appropriate size for wildlife populations; (3)
providing infonnation about wildlife; (4) knowing the slatus and distribution ofspecies; and, (5) employing
and demonstrating wildlife habitat management techniques.

The preservation ohare and endangered species, Objective I, involves direct and indirect protection
through law enforcement and critical habitat management efforts. OlUective 2, detennining and achieving
the appropriate size for populations, involves measures ofpublic satisfaction with wildlife-related recreation
and relief from nuisance and damage on adjacent properties. Achieving the appropriate size involves
advocating public use of the resource as described in the section on Public Recreation and Use.

Objective 3, meeting the public desire for infonnatlon about wildlife, can involve on-site
educational material and general extension material for mass distribution. The Department suppmts the use
ofstale lands as living classrooms for all ages. The development ofon-site educational material can involve
considerations ofaestheties, cost of maintenance and vandalism. Guided tours and educational
presentatious arc rarely given due to staffing limitations.

Objective 4, knowing the status ofspecies, may involve samples Or direct cOlmls, during various
Se.sonS of the year. They may involve counts ofanimals, signs ofactivity, measures ofpresence or
absence, harvest infonnation, distribution, density, productivity, mortality or user surveys.

Objective 5, habitat management activities, will iuvolve creating habitat types that favor desirable
species. These may be species desired for consumptive use, observation or ecological indicator species. In
addition, habitat management to improve or create habitats for rare and endangered species that occur in the
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Canisteo River Rasin Unit will be encouraged.

The most significant wildlife habitat mJnJgement practice that will be applied to the Canisteo Basin
Unit is timber harvesting. Maintaining a diversity of successionai forest stages will provide for the greatest
diversity ofwildlife species.

Conifer stands are an important component of the predominantly hardwood stands in the llIlit and
should receive special consideration to insure that they remain as a component in future stJnds. Conifer
stands adjacent to steep south and west facing h:mlwo<;rl slopes are particularly important as deer wintering
habitat. Management ofnatural conifer stands should be designed to include multiple age classes if
possible.

Nesting and roosting sites fOWld in tree cavities will also be managed. Cutting prescriptions ofpole
size timber will allow for the eventual establishment of cavity trees. Similarly, in older forest stands,
existing cavity trees will remain in the stand at a rate of at least three hardwood and two softwood dens per
acre. Where feasible, dead trees and snaga will be left at a similar rate for all timber sales.

The creation and maintenance ofpermanent openings in the forest is a practice known to favor
many species ofwildlife. Roadsides and log landings can be seeded and maintained as openings for long
periods at minimal cost while timber harvests can create temporary openings. Openings at a rate of 3 to 5
acres per 101) acres afforest are desirable. Existing permanent openings on several forest units within the
unit will be maintained by periodic mowing.

Forest fragmentation is an important issue in maintaining some wildlife species that require large
expanses ofunbroken foresl. State lands tend to provide this type ofhabitat in western New York where the
land use is heavily influenced by farming. Species such as black bear and bobcat are be""ming more
corrunon as abandoned farntland reverts to forest adjacent to the state lands which often provide the core of
these large forested areas.

Sufficient harvest of deer to maintain reasonable popnlation levels is in and of itselfan important
habitat management tooL Deer have the ability to significantly affect the forest environment which in tum
has impacts on many other wildlife species. Loss of regeneration of important tree species is only part of
the problem created when too many deer occupy the range. Many herbaceous plant species are lost or
suppressed and the entire lower forest structure may be lost. Providing access for and encouraging deer
hunters to utilize these landS is important as well as providing the necessary licenses and permits to harvest
sufficient deer.

Several forests within the Canisteo River Basin Unit are important habitat for the threatened timber
rattlesnake. These areas need to be better identified, protected from activities that would prove detrimental
to the snakes and managed to provide optimum habitat conditions. Usually the most critical habitat element
(den sites) is on very steep slopes that are protected because oftheir inaccessibility. However, manipulation
of the habitat in these areas including timber harvest may be desirable to remove shading of the sites Or
encourage Wldergrowth that provides security and hunting areas for snakes. Any activities in these areas
should be reviewed carefully to ensure that il is compatible with the survival of threatened species.
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR WILDUFE

Management Objectives Mgt. Management Actions

Action

Frequency

ofAction

I. Create and maintain wetland
environs

2. Maintain and enhance
consistently used deer
wintering areas

3. Provide diverse forest wildlife
hsbitatthrough forest management:

Identify and maintain 10%
afforest in a rotation dedicated
to seedling sapling size class.
Provide denning and nesting sites
throughout the forest.

Maintain coniferous forest for
associated wildlife species.

4. IdentitY and protect timber
rattlesnake denning sites.

5. Maintain open areaS for wildlife
specIes.

1.0

'.0

30

3.1

3.2

4.0

5.0

51

Develop small water hole dug-outs
at a rate of 1 per 320 acres to act
as amphibian activity centers.

Re-inventory and identitY sites where
vegetative management would
enhance the site.

Develop stand rotation and implement
plan.

Identify l\Ild maintain 3 dead snags and
3 den tree's per acre in stands being
treated.
Retain and regenerate conifers. Some
planting may be necessary.

Revise histone and verbal reports of den
locations and survey suspected locations.

Maintain existing openings by periodic
mowing (sec Vegetation).
Oeate new openings in conjunction
with other activities such as new roads.

A.
opportunities
anse

Oil-going

On-going

On-going

Alleasl
every 3 yrs
On-going

6, IdentitY and preserve wehrle's 6.0
salamander habitat on th. West 6.1
Cameron Wildlife Management Area

Survey and idenli!)' suspected habitat.
Preserve habitat.

On_Going
On-Going

PUBLIC RECREATION AND USE

One goal of the NYS DEC is to provide suitable opportunities for the public enjoyment of compatible
recreational pursuits in a natural setting. NYS DEC is charged UIlder Environmental Conservation Law
with guaranteeing that the "widest range ofbeneficialllscs" of the environment is attained "without
UIlnecessary degradation or other undesirable or tmintend.d consequences." The publie has an undeniable
stake in identifying both "beneficial uses" and "undesirable consequences." Recreational program
opportunities for people with disabilities will be plarmed in perspective with those available elsewhere in
the Region on NYS DEC lands. For a list see appendix D.
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Wildlife-relaled recreation, including hunting and trapping, is a dominant and important use of the
NYSDEC lands in the Canisteo River Basin Unit Wildlife users are encouraged to adhere 10 standards of
equitable distribution, humane treatment, fair chase, ethics and lhe maintenance ofthe variety and quality
ofuse. Additional recreational pursuits will continue to be allowed to lhe extent that they are compatible
with habitat integrity, wildlife use and financial resources. Wildlife viewing is also encouraged in an
environmentally responsible manner_

Mministrative and public access roads add to existing logging roads and gas pipelines 10 fonn an
excellent network to access recreational opportunities.

In keeping with current Slale Foresl policy, camping and day use picnicking are acceptable recrealional
uses of Cameron Pond on Cameron State Forest. There are nO irmnediate plans for increased recreational
facililies allhis location. Possibilities include investigaling the potential for improved access for people
with disabilities and a launch for "car top" boats. Only muscle and electric powered boats allowed.
Dispersed recreation will continuc to be encouraged over the entire Canisteo River Basin Unit Management
Plan Area.

Tile Americans witb Disabilitie. Act (ADA) and Its Influence on Management Actions for Recreati(ln
and Related Facilities

The Anlericans with Disabilities Act (ADA), along with the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (ABA)
and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; Title V, Section 504, have had a profound effect on the manner by
which people with disabilities are afforded equality in their recreational pursuits. TIle ADA is a
comprehensive law prohibiting discrimination against people with disabilities in employment practices, usc
ofpublic transportation, use ofte1eeommunication facilities and use (If public accommodations. Title II of
the ADA applies to the Department and requires, in part, that reasonable m(ldifieations must be made 10 its
services and programs, so that when those services and progralns are viewed in their entirety, they are
readily accessible to and usable by people with disabilities. This must he done lUlless such modification
would result in a fundamental alteration in the nature of the service, pmgram or activity or an undue
fmancial (lr administrative burden 10 the Department. Since recreation is an acknowledged public
acc(lmm(ldalion pmgram of the Department, and there are services and activities associated with that
program, the Department has the mandated obligation to comply with the ADA, Title II and ADA
Accessibility Guidolines, as weH as Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

The ADA requires a public entity to thoroughly examine each of its programs and services to
delermine the level ofaccessibility provided. The examination involves the identificati(ln (If all exisling
programs and services and a fonnal assessment to delermme lhe degre<: ofaccessibility provided to each.
The assessment includes the use of the standards established by Federal Department of Justice Rule as
delineated by the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG, either adopted or
proposed) and/or tho New York Slate Unifonn Fire Prevention and Building Codes, as appropriate. Each
Unit Management Plan prepared by the Department will outline a proposed assessment process and a
schedule for completing the assessment. This activity is dependent on obtaining an inventory ofaU the
recreational facilities Or assets supporting the programs and services available on the unit. The assessment
will also establish the need for new or upgraded facilities or assets necessary to meet ADA mandates. The
Department is not required to make each of its existing facilities and assets accessible. The facilities or
assets proposed in this UMP are identified in the "Proposed Management Recommendations" section.
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The Amerieans with DiwbiJjtie~A~t A~~e~~ibilityGnidelines

The ADA reqnires public agencies to employ specific guidelines which ensure that buildings, faciiilies,
programs and vehicles as addressed by the ADA are accessible in terms ofarchitecture and design,
transportation and communication to individuals with disabilities, A federal agency known as the Access
Board has issued the ADAAG for this purpose. The Depamnent of Justice Ruie provides authority to these
guidelines_

Currently adopted ADAAG address the built enviromnent: buildings, ramps, sidewalk!;, room~ within
buildings, etc. The Access Board has propo~ed guidelines to expand ADAAG to COver outdoor developed
facilitie~: trails, camp grounds, picnic areas and beaches. The proposed ADAAG is contained in the
September, 1999 Finai Report of the Regulatory Negotiation Committee for Outdoor Developed Areas.

ADAAG apply to newly constructcd structures and facilities and alterations to existing structures and
facilities. Further, it applies to fixed structures or facilities, i.e., those that are attachcd to the earth or
anothcr structure that is attached to the earth. Therefore, when the Department is planning the construction
ofncw rccreationa! facilities, assets that support recreational facilities, or is considering an alteration of
existing recreational facilities Or the assets supporting them, it must also consider providing accesS to the
facilities or elements for people with disabilities. The standards which exist in ADAAG or are contained in
the proposed ADAAG also provide guidance to achieve modifications to trails, picnic areas, campgrounds,
campsites and beaches in order to obtain programmatic compliance with the ADA.

ADAAG Application

Current and proposed ADAAG will be used in assessing existing facilities Or assets to determine
compliance to accessibility standards. ADAAG is not intended er designed for this purpose, bnt using it 10
establish accessibility levels lends credibility to the assessment result. Management recommendations in
each UMP will be proposed in accordance with the ADAAG forthe built enviromnent, the proposed
ADAAG for outdoor developed areas, the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Codes,
and other appropriate guiding documents. Until such time as the proposed ADAAG becomes an adopted
rule of the Department ofJustice, the Depamnent is required to use the best information available to
comply with the ADA; this direction includes the proposed guidelines.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR RECREATION

Management Objectives Mgt. Management Actions

Action

Frequency

of Action

1. IdClltify additional recreation needs. 1.0
I.l
12

2. Coordinate with volunteer groups 2.0
to coustruct and/or maintain
existing and/or future recreational
facilities'.

Receive publie input.
Monitor usc pattems
Assess user satisfaction from comments
received.

Identify resourccs and/or volunteer
groups to form additional partnerships.

On-Going
On-Going
On-Going
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3. Dctcnnine feasibility andlor 3.0 In house review ofproposed projects As Needed
compatibility ofproposed additional 3.1 Negotiate with sponsoring volunteer
recreational opportunities. groups. As Needed

3.2 Enter into agreements with volunteer
groups to provide additional recreation. As-Needed

4. Provide additional recreational 4.0 Maintain and improve access for persons
opportunities. with disabilities. On-Going

4.' Provide tcolmical support for volllllteer
groups. As-Needed

4.2 Construct barriers to discourage motorized
use of skid trails and abandoned roads after
logging operations. As Needed

4.3 Add rock to harden the trails to the 2003
beaver ponds on Cameron State Forest
on Gulf Rd. and Stonehouse Rd.

4.4 Construcl new facilities as appropriate. As Needed

5. Advocate wildlife-based recreation 5.0 Encourage hunting and trapping according
to State regulations. On-Going

6 Maintain existing and future 6.0 See Maintenance and Facilities On-Going

recreational facilities.

7. Increase awareneSS of public 7.0 Provide brochures and maps for users. Update

recreation opportunities. Every 5 yrs

7.' Place kiosks at parking areas One Time

8. Enhance visual appeal 80 Create scenic vistas. As-Needed

8.' Establish a litter-free environment by
promoting- carry in/calTY out policy. On-Going

8.2 Remove litter from slate land. As-Needed

UNIT MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

The goal is to maintain the facilities on the unit to enSure its integrity and character. This must be done
with the resources available.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR MAINTENANCE Al\'D FACILITIES

Management Objectives Mgt. Management Actions Frequency

Action of Action

1. Maintain constructed
ponds/potholes.

1.0 Inspect for problems. Annually
l.l Repair dikes, control boxes, etc As Needed
1.2 Mow dikes/dams Every 3 yrs
1.3 Excavate bOllOm ofponds. As Needed
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,. Solicit volunteer groups to help 2.0 Promote Adopt a Natural Resource
maintain facilities Program. On-Going

'.1 Enter into agreements with volllllteer
groups. On-Going

3. Maintain existing and future 3.0 Identify needed maintenance On-Going
I'ecreational facilities_ 3.1 Do the needed maintenance, as money On-Going

allows.
3.2 Enhance law enforcement efforlS. On-Going

LAND ACQUISITION

It is not NYS DEC's goal to significantly enlarge the size of the stale owned land within the Canisteo
River Basin Unit. However, certain parcels will be considered for purchase if they contain rare,
endangered Or threatened specie. in NY; improve access; or consolidate public ownership by eliminating
inholding. It should be clearly understood that the Deparhnenl intends to acquire these parcels from
willing sellers as funding become. available.

Slllff has also identified access issues concerning Canacadea Slllle Forest. The railroad line which
fonns the northern border of the Canacadea Stall: Forestis currently embargoed This line is owned by a
multi. county rail authority. Should this line be abandoned, NYS DEC should actively pursue aCquisition
ofas much of the right _of-way as necessary to assure access to State Route 21

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR LAND ACQillSITION

Management Objectives Mgt. Management Actions

Action

Frequency

ofAction

1. Provide improved access to the
Canisteo River Basin Unit.

1.0
l.l

IdentifY land acquisition needs.
kquire desired properties from willing
sellers as funding pennits.

On-Going

2. Consolidate public ownership 2.0
by eliminating inholdings. 2.1

3. Enhance recreational opportunity. 3.0
3.1

4. Protect significant e<:ologicaJ areas. 4.0
4.1

IdentifY bod acquisition needs.
Acquire desired properties from willing
seHers as fundingpennits.

Identify land acquisition needs.
Acquire desired properties from willing
sellers as funding pennits.

IdentifY land acquisition needs.
Acquire desired properties from willing
sellers as funding pennits.

On-Going

On-Going

On-Going

On_Going

On-Going

On-Going
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MINERAL RESOURCES

Any activity involving the procur~'l11ent of resources from tile mineral estate are administered and
regulated by the NYS DEC Division nfMiners! Resources. This includes the leasing ofthe mineral eslale,
and compliance with terms C>f a lease agreement. Operations involved in extracting mineral resources, such
as siting, drilling and production are regulated by the NYS DEC Division ofMincml Resources.

The surface estate is managed through the NYS DEC Division of Landa aud Forests or Division of
Fish, Wildlife and Marine. In the event the surface estate is to be used in the eVllluation andlor extraction
ofmineral reSourCeS from state lands a Temporary Revocable Penni! (TRP) must be obtained from the
NYS DEC Division ofLand. and Forests prior to conducting any operations. It should be noted that if the
mineral estate is under a lease agreement, only the lessee, or entities authorized by the Lessee, win be
issued a TRP for these purposes. It is NYS DEC policy to recommend excluding drilling in areas with
sensitive habitats (stream banks, wetlands, steep slopes, rare conununities etc.) or intensive recreational
use. Sites recommended to be excluded from drilling andlor other surface occupancy for mining, are listed
in appendix G, Maps ~RecommendedExclusions for Surface Occupancy." Any proposal for mineral
development other than oil and gas would require SEQR review and Environmental Impact Statements.

At the time of the writing of this plan, oj] and gas leases for underground gas storage exist On Rock
Creek, Greenwood and Cameron State Forests_ In addition, a five year exploration and development lease
is in effect on Canacadea State Forest, this lease was approved by the NYS DEC in April I May of 1998,
for a primary tenn of5 years, "lUld so long thereafter as oil and or gas may be produced in paying
quantities". As of the writing of this plan, no gas production has occurred, and at the end of the five years
the lease will end and the mineral rights returned to New York State.

Procedures

Often oil and gas companies have an interest in exploring and developing oil and gas reserves under
NYS DEC lands. In those instances, the NYS DEC will receive requests to nominate specific lands for
leasing of the mineral rights. Prior to leasing, on lands where 100% of the mineral estate is owned by New
York State, a thorough review oflhe lands nominated for leasing is conducted to determine:

1. Which portions ofareas can be leased with fun rights granted (100% surface entry),

2. Which portions ofareaS may require special environmental and safety conditions, and

3. Which portions ofareas maybe leased with no surface-disturbance1entryconditions (non-drilling
clause).

This review is conducted by the area's land manager (Division ofLands and Forests or Division of
Fish and Wildlife) in coordi.nation with the Division ofMineral Resources. A lraet.assessment is then
conducted that identifies sensitive resources ofthe unit. These resources include certain management
strategies, wetland, riparian zones, steep slopes, recreational trails and areas, unique ecological
eonununities, habitat ofrare and endangered species, archeological and cultural sites and scenic vislas and
view sheds.

If it is determined that oil and gas exploration and development can proceed on state minerals, a lease
sale is conducted. The Division ofMineral Reso=s is the oil and gas leasing agent for all slate land,
except New York State OPRHP park lands. Lease sales are then conducted through a competitive bid
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process administered by the Division ofMineral Resources and in accordance with Title 6 ofthe
Conservation Law Chapter V, Subchapter B Mineral Resources, and in accordance with State Finance
Law. Revenues from Slate Reforestation Areas and Multiple Use Areas (State Forests) are deposited into
the General Fund while revenues from Wildlife Management Areas are deposited into the Conservation
Fund.

In the event leases are granted and the drilling ofa well is desired by the lessee on the leased property,
en Application for Permit to Drill, Deepen, Plug Back or Convert a Well Subject to the Oil, Gas and
Solution Mining Law (form 85-12-5) must be submitted to the Division ofMineral Resources.
Site-specific impacts will then be identified by NYS DEC staffduring the SEQR permit review process
and inspection of the proposed well site. The Generic Environmental Impact Statement is used to guide the
Department in detcnnining whether the proposal will have a significant impact on the environment.
Conditions are then attached to the drilling permit as well as issuing a Temporary Revocable Permit (TRP)
to cover the surface impacts.

Once the proposal is approved, a drilling permit \vith site specific conditions is issued by the Division
of Mineral Resources along with a Temporary Revocable Pennit issued by either the Division ofLands
and Forests or Fish and Wildlife. These permits are C11forced by their respective programs and are designed
to prevent and/or mitigate environmental impacts. Site inspections arc conducted by the Division of
Mineral Resources 10 ensure compliance with Article 23 ofthe Environmental Conservation Law and
6NYCRR Part 550. The Division of Lands and Forests Or Fish and Wildlife will also inspect the site to
ensure compliance with the TRP.

Surface Use for Evaluation of Mineral Resources

In the event a party desires to usc the surface estate to conduct geophysical (such as a seismic survey),
geochemical and/or surface sampling procedures on Department lands prior to, or after leasing they must
frrst obtain a Temporary Revocable Pennit (TRP) for the access and USe oistate lands. If the area is
subject to a lease agreement, only the lessee, or parties authorized by the lessee, can be issued a TRP for
these purposes. A TRP can be applied for through the NYSDEC Division ofLands and Forests, 7291 Coon
Road, Bath, New York 14810.

For further information contact the NYSDEC Mineral Resource staff, Region 8, 6274 East Avc}U·Lima
Road, Avon, New York 14414-9591. Or the New York State: Department ofEnvironmental Conservation·
Division of Mineral Resources- Bureau ofOil and Gas Regulation, 3" Floor, 625 Broadway, Albany, New
York 12233.

MAt'l"AGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR MINERAL RESOURCES

Management Objectives Mgt. Management Actions

Action
Frequency

ofAction
I. Decide to approve or

not approve extraction of
mineral resources, per a lease
agreement.

1.0 Nominated properties are reviewed by
Division of Mineral Resources and
Division ofLands and Forests and
Division ofFish, Wildlife and Marine
per above process. Every Time
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Ifleasing is permitted...

2. Execute le"se.

3. Regulate operations; and access
surface estate to extract
mineral resOurceS.

'0

30

3.1

Division ofMineralResources conducts
lease sale ofnominated properties
approved for lease sale through
competitive bid process. Every Time

Division of Lands and Forests and/or
Division ofFish, Wildlife and Marine
reviews proposed operations and if
approved, issues a "Temporary
Revocable Permit" (TRP) Every Time
Division ofMineral Resources reviews
proposed operation and issues "Drilling
Pennit" or "Mining Permit". DMR iuspects
and regulates operations, production
and administers royalty payments to State. Every Time

4. Monitor/confirm site reclamation 4.0 Division of Mineral Resources enforces
& well plugging Rules & Regulations related to well

plugging and site reclamation .. Every Time
4.1 Division ofLands and Forests and/or

Division ofFish, Wildlife and Marine
enforces the TRP provisions and surface
reclamation Every Time

5. Administer mineral estate 5.0 Division of Mineral Resources monitors
lease, production and royalty payments Every Time

6. Pipeline aCcess and construction 6.0 Granted and directed by terms oflease
agreement administered by Division of
Minerals. Every Time

6.1 Division ofLands and Forests and/or
Division ofFish, Wildlife and Marine
reviews proposed operations and if
approved, issues a 'Temporary
Revocable Permit" (TRP) Every Time

6' Division of Lands and Forests and/or
Division ofFish, Wildlife and Marine
enforce TRP provisions. Every Time
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

The archaeological siles located within this land unit as well as additional unrecorded SileS that may
exist on the property are protected by the provisions afthe New York State Historic Preservation Act
(SHPA - Arlicle 14 PRHPL), Article 9 ofEnvironmental Conservation Law and Section 233 of Education
Law. No actions that would impact these resources are proposed in this Unit Management Plan. Should any
such actions be proposed in the future they wilt be reviewed in accordance with SHPA. Unauthorized
excavation and removal ofmaterials from any aflhese sites is prohibited by Article 9 of Environmental
Conservation Law and Section 233 of Education Law.

The Archaeological sites located on this land unit as welt as additional unrecorded sites that may exist
on the property will be made available for appropriate research. All future archaeological research to bc
conducted on the property will be aGComplished under the auspices ofall appropriate permits. Research
permits will be issued only after consultation with the New York State Museum and the Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Prcservation. Extensive excavations are not contemplated as part of any research
program in order to assure that the sites are availahle to future researchers who are likely to have more
advanced tools and teclmiques as well as different research queslions_

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS FOR HISTORICAL SITES
Management Objectives Mgt. Management Actions

Action
Frequency
ofAction

L Preservation of historical and
archaeological resources.

10

11

Avoid any activity which may disturb any
historical and/or archaeological reSOurces. On-Going
Comply with state historic preservation
act On·Going
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

INITIAL MAILING

Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan's citizen participation activities commenced with a June
15, 2001 mailing outlining managemeJlt plan objectives. An attached mailer requested address corrections
and a preliminary rotmd ofpublic comments due July 13, 2001.

The initial mailing's targeted audience consisted ofpreviously identified:

• adjacent property owners,
• local govcrrunent officials,
• recreational groups,
• forest industry groups,
• wildlife groups aod
• other geneml environmental groups.

Based on those returned and other public comments received, the mailing list was amended to add
other interested parties andlor correct outdated names and addresses.

The public comments received from the initial mailing is listed in Appendix B, with a summary in the
Summary ofIdentified Issues section starting On page 16.

SECOND MAILING

Upon completion of the draft Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan, a second fact shc<:t was
sent to those on the updated mail Jist, including the media, summari7ing objectives of the dl1lft plan, Hsting
local document repositories and announcing a public meeting. Repositories included loca1librarics, the Bath
and Avon NYS DEC offices and on the Intemet. A notice was posted in the Environmentll1 Notices Bulletin
(ENB) two weeks prior to the meeting.

PUBLIC MEETING

One publlc mc<:ting will be held near the Canisteo RiverBasin Unit Management arCa to present the
draft plan and receive comments on it. Following the end of a 30-day public comment period, modifications
based Oll public comment were made and a responsiveness sunnnary WllS added as an appendix to the final
plan (appendix B).

FINAL NOTICE

Commentators and those on the updated mallliat will receive a notice ofavailability of the final plan.
Document repositories will again be identified and any significant modifications based on public comment
will be noted.
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MANAGEMENT ACTIONS SUMMARY

Priority codes,
C=Critical, Necessary to ensure public health and safety; To stabilize structures so as to not lose the money and time invested in them; Mandated by
legislation.
H=High, Necessary for public use, and/or to improve habitat Or other natural resources. Often this will be fornew projects.
u-"UJW, lI11 nam ror me ennancemmn 01 UOllC use, nap",,,s or orner narural resources.

Management Action Item Priority Frequency of Est.10yr Est.IOyr Conunents
Code Action Co" Income

Access 1.0 Survey Sitc(s) L As Needed 10 Work
Days

U Receive public comments C OnGoing 10 Work
Days

1.2 Solicit public comments C Every 10 yr. 15 Work

D."
2.0 Complete construction ofaCcess road on H 2003 & When $70,000

Greenwood State Forest. budgets pennit

2.' Complete construction ofaccess road on H OneTime $\00,000
Cameron Mills State Forest

22 Construct Parking lot on West Cameron H OneTime $6,000
Wildlife Management Area

2.3 Construct Parking Lotan Turkey Ridge H OneTime $6,000
State Forest

2.4 Construct two small parking areas on H When budgets $7,000
Cameron Stale Forest pennit.

3.0 Inspect culverts C Bi-Annually 20 Work
Days
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Management Action Item Priority Frequency of Est.IO )If Est. 1O)If Comments
Code Action Cost Income

) .1 Replace inoperable culverts C As Needed SSO,OOO
Access

25 Work32 Public access roads - Grade and Maintain H Bi-Annually
surface. Days

33 Administrative access roads" Grade and H Every 5 years 30 Work
Maintain surface. Days

34 Mow road right ofway. H Annually 200
Work

D"
3.5 Establish statuS ofTown roads L As Needed 5 Work

D."
40 Maintain all parking areas H Annually 10WOIk

D."
4.1 Maintain curbing H As Needed $10,000

U Maintain regulation signs C Annually $7,500

SO Identify the need for gates and signs. C As Needed 10 Work
Days

51 Construct gates and post sign C As Needed 20 Work
Days

5.2 Maintain gates and signs. H Annually $10,000

53 Enforce N¥S DEC Policies C On-Going $250,000

6.0 Survey, paint, blaze, and post boundary H Every 5 yrs 260
lines. Work

Days

6.1 Repair and replace area signs. H On-Going $8,1XI0
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Management Action Item Priority Frequency of EsUO yr Est. 10 yr Conunents
Co," Action Cost Income

Vegetation 1.0 Perionn State Forest and Wildlife C Every 10 yrs 200
Management Area inventories_ Work

Days

2.0 Practice Integrated Pest Management C On-G<ling 20 to 50
WorkD,,,

2.1 Reduce deer population, to reduce damage H Annually - --
to the low growing vegetation.

3.0 Develop 20 acres ofopen grassland from L Over 10 yrs 20 Work
scedlinglsaplinglbrush Days

3.1 Maintain with a 3 yr rotation H Annually $14,000

3.2 Protect 609 acr"'5. H On-Going -- -
33 Regenerate an average of 32 acres (uneven H Annually $32,000 Based on $100/Acre

aged, 20 yr cutting cycle)

34 Regenerate an average of60 acreS (even, H Every 10 yrs $600,000 Based on $1,OOO/Acre
100 yr)

3' Thin an average of 60 acres. H EvCl)' 10 yrs $120,000 Based on $l00/Acre

40 Uneven aged silviculture after 2.\ is H ? - --
achieved, 20 year cycle.

50 Even Aged silviculture after 2.1 is H ? -- --
achieved, 100 year cycle.

Watershed 1.0 Utilize Best Management Practices C On-Going -- -
and Wetland (EMF's) for water quality on limber sales.
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Management Action Item Priority Frequency of EstlO yr Est. 10 yr Comments
Cod, Action Coo, Income

Watershcd 1.1 Control crosion through proper road C On-Going $20,000 - See Access
md maintenance.

Wetlands
1.2 Comply with the Protection ofWaters and C On-Going -- -

Freshwater Wetlands Aets.

1.3 Comply with General StOITnwater SPDES C On_Going - --
permit.

'" Usc erosion control measures in standard C On-Going - --
Agricultural lease agreements on Wildlife
Management Areas

Fish and 1.0 Develop small water hole dug-outs at a L As opportunities $40,O(l{l
Wildlife rate of I per 320 acres to act as amphibian ori~

md activity centers.
Habitat

2.0 Re-inventory and identifY sites where L On g;:>ing 20 Work
vegetative management would enhance the D."
Slle.

3.0 Develop stand rotation and implement On-going
plan.

3' IdentifY and maintain 3 dead snags and 3 H On_going -- - See Vegetation
den trees per acre in stands being treated.

3.2 Retain and regenerate conifers. Some H On-going -- - See Vegetation
planting may be nel:cssary.

4.0 Revise historic and verbal reports of den H On-going 20 Work
locations and survey ruspel:ted locations. Days

50 Maintain existing openings by periodic H At least every 3 - -- See Vegetation
mowing (see Vegetation). '"
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M3Ilagement Action Item Priority Frequency of Est.10 yr Est. 10 yr Comments

Co" Action Cw' Income

Fish 3Ild 5.1 Create new openings in conjunction L On-going -- - See Vegetation and
Wildlife with other activities such as new roads. Access

""Habitat 6.0 Survey and identifY suspected habitat. H On_Going 20 Work
Days

6.' Preserve habitat. H On-Going ? Unable to predict costs.

Public 1.0 Receive public opinion. C On-Going 10 Work
Recreation Days

3Ild Use
LI Monitor use patterns C On-Going 20 Work

Days

U Assess user satisfaction from comments H On-Going 20 Work
received. Days

2.0 Identify resources 3Ildlor volunteer groups L On-Going 10 Work
to form additional partnerships. ""y1

30 In house review ofproposed projects. L As Needed 10 Work
Days

3' Negotiate with sponsoringvolunleer L As Needed 10 Work
groups. Days

3.2 Enter into agreements with volunteer L As_Needed 10 Work
groups to provide additional recreation. Days

'.0 Maintain 3Ild improve access for persons C On-Going ? Unable to predict costs,
with disabilitie•.

" Provide technical support for volunteer L As~Needed ? Unable to predict costs,
groups.
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Management Action Item Priority Frequencyof Est.lOyr Est. 10 yr Connnents
Coo, Action Cost Income

Public 4.2 Construct barriers to discourage motorized C As Needed ? Unable to predict costs.
Recreation use of skid trails and abandoned roads

and Use after logging operations.

43 Add rock to harden the trails to the Beaver H At; Needed $3,000
ponds on Cameron State Forest
on GulfRd. and Stonehouse Rd.

4.4 Construct new fucilities as appropriate. L As Necdcd $1,000 to
$100,000

5.0 Encourage hunting and trapping according C On·Going .. ..
to State regulations.

6.0 See Maintenance and Facilities .. On-Going - ..

70 Provide brochures and maps for users. H Update Every 5 50 Work

'" D."
7. , Place kiosks at parking areas H OneTime $15,000

8.0 Create scenic vistas. L At;_Needed $5,000

8.1 Establish a litter-free environment by H On-Going $2,000
promoting carry in/carry on! policy.

8.2 Rcmove litter from state land. L As-Needed '"Work

D."
Unit >'0 Inspe<:l for problems. C Annually 10 Work
Maitl- D.",-,

<mdFacility " Repair dikes, control boxes, etc. C As Needed $20,000
M_...

'.2 Mow dilres!dams 40 Work-, H Every 3 yrs
Days
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Management Action Item Priority Frequency of Est.Hl yr Est. Hl yr Comments
Code Action Cost Income

13 Excavate bollom ofponds. C As Needed $20,000

'.0 Promote Adopt a Natural ReSOutce L On-Going , Unable to predict costs.
Program.

'.1 Enter into agreements with volunteer L On-Going , Unable to predict costs.
groups_

3.0 Identify needed maintenance L On-Going 10 Work
Days

3.1 Do the needed maintenance, as money C On-Going $1,000 to
allows. $100,000

3.2 Enhanee law enforcement efforts. C On-Going .. ..

l=d 1.0 Identify land acquisition needs. (Access) H On-Going 3 Work
Acquisi- Days

tioo
Ll Acquire desired properties from willing H On-Going , Unable to predict costs.

sellers as funding permits.

2.0 Identify land acquisition needs. (Eliminate H On-Going I Work
in holdings) Doy

2.1 Acquire desired properties from willing H On-G<Jing ? Unable to predict costs.
sellers as funding permits.

Lmd 3.0 Idenlify land acqnisition needs. H On-Going 3 Work
Acqnisi_ (Recreation) Days

lion
3.1 Acquire desired properties from willing H On-G<Jing ? Unable to predict costs.

sellers as funding pennits.

4.0 Identify land acquisition needs. H On-Going 3 Work
(Ecological) Days
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Management Action Item Priority Frequency of Est.lO yr Est. 10 yr Comments
Coo, Action Coo, Income

4.1 Acquire desired properties from willing H On-Going ? Unable to predict costs.
sellers as funding pennits,

Mineral 1.0 Nominated properties are reviewed by C Every Time ? ? Unable to predict costs.
Resources Division ofMineral Resources and

Division of Lands and Forests and
Division ofFish, Wildlife and Marine
per above process.

20 Division ofMineral Resources conducts C Every Time ? ? Unable to predict costs
lease sale ofnominated properties Or income.
approved for lease sale through
competitive bid process.

3.0 Division ofLands and Forests andlor C Evei)' Time ? ? Unable to predict costs.
Division ofFish, Wildlife and Marine
reviews proposed operations and if
approved, Issues a "Temporary Revocable
Pennit" (TRP)

31 Division ofMineral Resources reviews C EveryTimc ? ? Unable to predict costs
proposed operation and issues ·'Drilling or Jncome,
Permit" or"Miniug Pcnnif' .DMR
inspects and regulates opcratiollS,
production and administers royalty
payments to State.

4.0 Division ofMineral Resources enforces C EveryTimc ? ? Unable to predict costs.
Mineral Rules & Regulations related to well

Resources plugging and site reclamation.

4.1 Division ofLands and Forests enforces the C Every Time ? ? Unable \0 predict costs.
TRP provisions and surface reclamation

5.0 DiviSion ofMineral Resources monitors C Every Time ? ? Unable to predict costs.
lease, production and royalty payments
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Management Action Item Priority Frequency of EsllO yr Est. 10 yr Comments
C,d< Action Cost Income

6.0 Granted and directed by tenns of lease Every Time ? ? Unable to predict costs.
agreement administered by Division of
MineraIs.

6.1 Division of Lands and Forests and/or C Every Time ? ? Unable to predict costs.
Division ofFish, Wildlife and Marine
reviews proposed operations and if
approved, Issues a "Temporary Revocable
Permit" (TRP)

6.2 Division ofLands and Forests andlor C Every Time ? ? Unable to predict costs.
Division ofFish, Wildlife and Marine
enforce TRP provisions.

Areh· 1.0 Avoid any activity whicb may disturb any C On-Going ? ? Unable to predict costs.
aeological historical andlor archaeological resources.
~d

Historic Ll Comply with state historic preservation C On-Going ? ? Unable to predict costs.

Resources oct
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX A : ANIMALS ON CANISTEO RIVER BASIN UNIT

BIRDS
BY COMMON NAME, SCIEl\'TJFIC NAME & PROTECTIVE STATUS

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTNE PROTECTIVE
STATUS STATUS
FEDERAL STATE

Alder Flycatcher Empidouax alnorum META META

American Goldfinch Cardue1is tristis MBTA META

American Kestrel Falco sparverius MBTA META

American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla MBTA META

American Robin Turdus migralorins META MBTA

American Woodcock Scolopax mium META META

Common Bam-Owl Tyto alba META META

Bam Swallow Hirundo rustica MBTA META

Black-arid-white Warbler Mojotilla varia MBTA META

Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus META MBTA

Black-capped Chickadee Pams atricapillus META META

Barred Owl 3trix varia META META

Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon META META

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea META META

Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus afer META META

Bank Swallow Ripar;a ripana MBTA META

American Black Duck Anas rubripes META MBTA

Blue Jay Cyanoeitta eristata META META

Blackbumian Warbler Dendroica fusca META META

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus META META

Brown Creeper Certhia americana META MBTA

Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum META MBTA

Brewster's Warbler Vennivora pinus x V. ehrysoptera META META



COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTIVE PROTECTNE
STATUS STATUS
FEDERAL STATE

Black-throated Green Dendroica virens MBTA META
Warbler

Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platyptcrus META META

Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora pinus META MBTA

Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis META META

Canada Warbler Wilsonia canadensis META META

Carolina Wren Thryothoros ludovicianus META META

Ced" Waxwing Bombycma cedrorom MBTA META

Chipping Sparrow Spizella passcrina !l'ffiTA MBTA

Chimney Swift Chactura pelagica MBTA MBTA

Cliff Swallow Hirundo pyrrhonola META META

American Crow Corvus braohyrh)1lchos META META

Northern Flicker Colaples auratus META META

Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula MBTA META

Cooper's Hawk Accipiter coopcrii MBTA META

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor MBTA MBTA

Common Raven Corvus corax META META

Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas META META

CheSlnut-sided Warbler Dendroica pensylvanica MBTA MBTA

Dal'k-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis MBTA MBTA

Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens MBTA META

Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis META META

Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus Iyrallllus META META

Eastern Meadowlark Stumel1a magna MBTA MBTA

Eastern Phoebe Sayomis phoebe META META

Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens META META

Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla META MBTA

Greal Blue Heron Ardea herodias MBTA MBTA
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTIVE PROTECTIVE
STATUS STATUS
FEDERAL STATE

Great Crested Flycatchcr Myiarchus crinitus MBTA MBTA

Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa MBTA MBTA

G{eal Homed Owl Bubo virginianus MBTA MBTA

Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis META META

Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis MBTA MBTA

Green-backed Heron Butorides striatus MBTA MBTA

Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum MBTA MBTA

Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chryaoptera MBTA MBTA

Hairy Woodpecke{ Picoides vil10sus MBTA META

Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii MBTA MBTA

HennitThrush Catharus guttatus META MBTA

House Finch Carpodacus me"icanus MBTA MBTA

Homed Lark Eremophila alpestris MBTA MBTA

Hooded Merganser Lophodytcs cucullatus META META

House Sparrow Passer domesticus Unprotected Unprotected

Hooded Warbler Wilsonia cilrina MBTA MBTA

HouseWreu Troglodytes aedon MBTA MBTA

Indigo Billlting Passerina cyanea MBTA MBTA

Keotucky Warbler Oporornis fonnosus MBTA MBTA

Killdeer Charadrius VQciferus MBTA MBTA

Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus META MBTA

Louisiana Waterthrush Seiurus motacil1a MBTA META

Northern Harrier Circus cyanens META MBTA

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos MBTA MBTA

Magnolia Warbler Deudroica magnolia MBTA META

Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos MBTA MBTA

Mourning Dove Zenaida rnacroura MBTA MBTA

Mourning Warbler Oporomis philadelphia MBTA MBTA



COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NA1vIE PROTECTNE PROTECTNE
STATUS STATUS
FEDERAL STATE

Nashville Warbler Vennivora rufieapilla MBTA MBTA

Northern Oriole Icterus galbula MBTA MBTA

Northern Waterthrush Seiurns noveboracensis MBTA MBTA

Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius MBTA MBTA

Ovenbird Seiurns aurocapillus MBTA MBTA

Pine Warbler Dendroica pinus MBTA MBTA

Pileate<l Woodpecker Dryo~opus pilearus MBTA Jl,.1BTA

Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor MBTA MBTA

Purple Fineh Carpodacus purpurcus MBTA MBTA

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovieianus MBTA MBTA

Red_breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis MBTA MBTA

Red-cyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus MBTA MBTA

Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus protected protected

Rock Dove Columba Jivia Unprotected Unprotected

Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus MBTA MBTA

Rufous-sided Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus MBTA MBTA

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis MBTA MBTA

Ruby-throated Arehiloehus colubris MBTA MBTA
Hummingbird

Ruffed Grouse Bonasa urnbellus protected protected

Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoenieeus MBTA MBTA

Northern Rough-winged Stclgidopteryx serripelUlis MBTA MBTA
Swallow

Savannah Sparrow PassereuJus sandwichensis MBTA MBTA

Eastern Screech-Owl Otus asio MBTA MBTA

Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea MBTA MBTA

Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia MBTA MBTA

Solitary Vireo Vireo sohlarius MBTA MBTA

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis rnacularia MBTA MBTA
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTIVE PROTECTIVE
STATUS STATUS
FEDERAL STATE

Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus MBTA META

European Srnrling Stunms vulgaris Unprotected Unprotected

Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana META META

Tree Swallow Taehyeineta bicolor MBTA META

Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo protected protected

Tufted Titmouse Pams bicolor META META

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura MBTA META

Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda META META

y,,,,, Calhams fuscescens META META

Vesper Sparrow Pocecetes gramineus MBTA META

Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus META META

White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis META MBTA

Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii MBTA META

Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes MBTA META

Wood Duek Aix sponsa META MBTA

Wood Thrush Hyloeichla mustelina MBTA META

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus MBTA META

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius MBTA META

Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia META META

Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica eoronata MBTA MBTA

Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons MBTA META



MAMMALS
BY COMMON NAME, SCIENTIFIC NAME & PROTEClWE STATUS

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTNE PROTECTNE OCCUR-
STATUS STATUS RENCE
FEDERAL STATE

Virginia Opossum Didelphis virginialls Unprotected Game species Rcs.

Masked Shrew Sorer cillereus Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Water Shrew Sorex palusl";s Unprotected Unprotected Poss. "',_
Smoky Shrew Sorex fumeus Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Northem Short-tailed Shrew Biarina brevicauda Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Least Shrew Cryplolis pOl")!a Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.

Hairy-tailed Mole Parascalops brweri Unprotected Unproteeted Res.

Star-nosed Mole Condylura cristata Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Little Brown Ba! Myotis lucifUgus Unprotected Unprotecred Res.

Keen's Bat Myolis keen;; Unprotected Unprotected Poss_ Res.

Indiana Bat Myolis sodalis END END Poss. Res.

Sman-footed Bat Myolls leibii Unprotected Un-spec. Poss. Res.
COnCern

Silver-haired Bat Lasionycleris Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.
noctivagalls

Eastern Pipistrelle Pipislrellus subjlavus Unprotected Unprotecred Poss. Res.

Big Brown Ba! Eplesicucfuscus Unprotected Unprotecred Poss. Res.

Red Bat Lasiul"Us borealis Unprotected Unprotected PQl;S. Res.

Hoary Bat Lasiul"Us cinel'ellS Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.

Coyote Canis lalrans Unprotected Game species Res.

RedFox Vulpes wipes Unprotected Game species Res.

Gray Fox Uracyotl Unprotected Game species Res.
cinereoargenlfms

Black Bear Ursus americanus Unprotected Game species Res.

Raccoon Procyon lotor Unprotected Game species Res.

Ermine Musleta enni"ea Unprotected Game species Res.

umg-tailed Weasel Muslela frella/a Unprotected Game species Res.
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTIVE PROTECTIVE OCCUR·
STATUS STATUS RENCE
FEDERAL STATE

Mink Mustel vison Unprotected Game species Res.

Striped Skunk Mephitis mephilis Unprotected Game species Res.

Bobcat Lym:nifus Unprotected Gamc species Trans_

WhitNailed Deer Odocolleus Unprotected Game species Res.
virgiuiauus

Eastern Chipmunk Tamias striatus Unprotected Unprotected Res,

Woodchuck Marmata mOrax Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Fox Squirrel Sci"nls uiger Unprotected Game spe<:ies Poss,

Gray Squirrel SciJlrus caroli"eusis Unprote<:ted Game species Res.

Red Squirrel Tamiasci"rJls Unprotected Unprotected Res.
hunsoniClfs

Southern Flying Squirrel Glaucomys volans Unprotectcd Unprotected Pass. Res.

Northern Flying Squirrel Glaucomys sabri""s Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Beaver Castor cauade/Isis Unprotected Game species Pass.

DeerMouse Peromyscus Unprotected Unprotected Res,
ma"iClflatus

White-footed Mouse Peromyscus leJlcopus Unprotected Unprotected Re,

Southern Red_backed Vole Clethrionokys gapperi Unprotectcd Unprotected Res.

Meadow Vole Microtus Unprotected Unprotected Res.
peullylvallieus

Woodland Vole Microt"" pi'letori"", Unprotected Unprotected Poo. Res.

Muskrat Ondatra zibethiws Unprotected Game species Re,

Southern Bog Lclling Synaplomys cooperi Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.

Meadow JwnpingMouse Zapus hudsoni"s Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Woodland Jumping Mouse Nopaeozapus ingigllis Unprotected Unprotected Res.

House Mouse Mus mllse"lus Unprotected Unprotected Res_

NorwayRat Rallus lIol"vegieus Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Porcupine Erethizon dorsatum Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Eastern Cotlontail Sylvilagus jloidallus Unprotected Game species Res.

Varying Hare Lepus americanlls Unprotected Game species Pass.
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS
BY COMMON NAME, SCIENTIFIC NAME & PROTECTIVE STATUS

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME PROTECTIVE PROTECTIVE OCCUR-
STATUS STATUS RENCE
FEDERAL STATE

Jefferson Salamander A mlJysloma jefferson ,anum Unprote<:ted UN-spe<:. Poss,Res.

Blue-spotted Salamander Ambysloma lalerale Unprotected UN-spec. Poss. Res.

Spolled Salamander Ambysloma "'aculol"'" Unprotected UN-spec, Poss. Res.

Red-spolled Newt NOlop/uhalmus viridescens Unprotected UN"spec. Res,

Dusky Salamander Desmognathusiuscus Unprotected UN-spec. R.,

Mountain Dusky Desmognathus Unprotected Unprotected Res.
Salamander oc/zropltaeus

Rcdback Salamander Plet/lOtiOn cillereus Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Slimy Salamander Pleillodon glwblOsuS Unprotected Unprote<:ted Res.

Four_toed Salamander Hemidactyli"m sculalu", Unprote<:ted Unprote<:tcd Poss. Res.

Spring Salamander GyrblopMlus porphyritic"s Unprotected Unprotected Pass. Res.

Two-lined Salamander Euryceo bislineolo Unprote<:ted Unprotected Res.

American Toad Buioamericonus Unprotected Unprote<:ted R.,

Spring Peeper Hyla cnwifer Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Gray Treefrog Hyla versicolor Unprotected Unprotected Res,

Bul1frog Rano calesbeia>,a Unprotected Unprotected Pass, Res.

Green Frog Ran clamilans Unprotected Game species Res.

Wood Frog Raila sylvalica Unprotected Game species Res.

Northern Leopard Frog Raila pipiens Unprote<:tcd Game spe<:ies Res.

Pickerel Frog Rana paluslris Unprote<:ted Game spC\:ies Poss. Res.

Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentina Unprotected Game species Res.

Spotted Turtle C!emmJ'S g"lIata Unprotected Unprotected R.,

Wood Turtle Clemmys i"sc"lpla Unprotected UN-spec. Pass. Res.

Painted Turtle Chrysemys picla Unprotected Game sp-spec, Pass. Res,

Coal Skink Eumeces anthracinus Unprotected Unprotected Res.



COMMON NAME SClENTIFICNMlE PROTECTIVE PROTECTIVE OCCUR-
STATUS STATUS RENCE
FEDERAL STATE

Northern Water Snake Nerodia sipedoll Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.

Brown Snake Storeda dek<tyi Unprotected Unprotected Res,

Redbelly Snake Storeria occip/omaculala Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Common Garter Snake Thal1l/laphi" sir/alis Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Bastem Ribbon Snake 17/wnllOphis saurUus Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.

Ringneck Snake Diadophis punctatus Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Racer Coluber constrictor Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res.

Smooth Green Snake Opheodrys vemalis Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Rat Snake Elaphe obsoleta Unprotected Unprotected Poss. Res,

Milk Snake Lampropeliis triangulum Unprotected Unprotected Res.

Timber Rattlesnake Crotalus horrMus Unprotected Threatened Pos.•. Res.



RESIDENT FISH SPECIES
BY COMMON NAME AND SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Brown Troul Salmo lnilla

Brook Trout SaIvel/lli,. fOIl/lneli,.

Rainbow Trout Oncorhynchus mykiss

Stoneroner Camposloma anomalum

Common Shiner NOlropis cornu/us

L<Jngnose Dace RtJi,,;e!lthys ea/araelae

B1acknose Dace Rhlnichthys alramlus

Creek Chub Semolilus alromae"lalJlS

Fathead minnow Pimephales promelas

While Sucker Cmos/omus commersolll

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Northern Hog.ticker lIypellteliJlm nigrica"s

Margined Madtom NOlrus ;m;ft"!s

Rock Bass Amb!opliles rupeslds

Bluegill Lepom;s maerocllirns

Pumpkinseed Lepom;s gibbosus

Largemouth Bass Microplenls salmoides

Smallmouth Bass Mlcroplenls dolomieu;

Black crappie Pomoxis nigromacuia/lis

Johnny Darter EltJeosloma nlgrnm

Mottled Sculpin COituS baird!
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APPENDIX B : PUBLIC COMMENT

PUBLIC MEETING RESPONSES

Written and verbal comments on the draft plan were received during the July 23, 2002 public meeting held
at the Canisteo Town HalL Written comments were accepted until August 9, 2002. A summary of the
comments and DEC responses follows:

Q: You don't know where Newcomb Hill is. There are two roads there that need maintaining. You
musl begin patrolling area, especially the parking areas.

A: Newcomb Hill is know to the NYS DEC as Cnnacsdes Stale Forest in the Town ofHomelisville.
The dirt access roads are being maintained to standards. Rangers patrol this area as often as
possible.

Q: ATVs used for "ranuning" area. Trash is terrible. TIlere are too many kids. Last month there was
a raid on underage drinking.

A: llegal use of ATV's is a problem on most of the lands we manage. In a few cases we have been
able to build barriers that reduced the ATV intrusions, but generally they find a way around gates
and obstacles. Foresl Rangers routinely patrol for ATVs. People who dump trash on Slate lands
are issued Environmental Conservation Appearance Tickels, if unknown the trash is removed
annually by the DEC. Young people have the same rights to using thc state land as adults. Forest
Rangers as well as othcr law enforcement officers patrol for Wlderage drinking on the state land.
The alcohol is confiscated and the underage drinkcrs arc issued Alcohol Beverage Control Law
appearance tickets when appropriate. If you wcre to report problcms while the pCl]letrators were
still on the state land we could increase the effectiveness of these trips.

Q: Do not open up any more of the state forest.

A: Every attempt is made to maintain the rural character ofstate forests. However, there are needs to
provide both public and admirJistrative accesS. Only two new aCceSS needs have been identified in
this management unit. Those are the railroad right ofway On Canaeadea State Forest and an access
road on Cameron Mills State Forest. Both would provide public vehiclc access to a parking arca.
From that point, public access would be limited to non motorized, snowmobile, or access for
people with disabilities.

Q: The crew that mows the road shoulder mows too low. If they raised their mower to at least 6" high
I 'could get oak seedlings to plant on my property.

A: We mow the shoulders to prevent woody plants from growing and narrowing the road. It isn't
legal to take seedlings or other plants from state land. Our nursery sells oak seedlings, we'll be
glad to send you an order fonn.

Q: There shouldn't be open burning.

A: The NYS Environmental Conservation Law allows for fires on stale forests.
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Q: Is there any way to put the gates up again?

A: There is a gate that was opened because it did not have a "stop" sign and a "barrier 201) feet ahead"
sign. The signs have been replaced and that gate is now closed.

This is the public's land and the public needs access to il. We do not intend to gate the area to
severely restrict public access. We have some gates installed to keep motor vehicles oIT of old
unmaintaincd logging roads but we have no desire to keep legal users off of the property.

Q: Does forestry get money from oil and gas drilling? That's not fair! Did you know that area's been
started (Canacadea State Forest)? Ten percent of funding should go to roads.

The bonus payment and royalties from oil and gas leasing goes to the general fund. It takes our
office about 200 person-days to oversee seismic testing on state land, drilling and the rehabilitation
of the well site, the construction of the pipelines. Often recreation trails need to be temporarily
rerouted, which detracts li:om our other work. New legislation would be required for a percentage
of the money used to pay for the work and for maintenance and improvements to the properties that
were disturbed. We have issued temporary revocable permits to several firms to do seismic testing
on Canacadea State Forest, and yes, we are aware that seismic testing has started on the area.

Q: The Chemllllg River Basin has new places to lallllch boats and canoes. Will that eventually go up
the Cohocton and Canisteo Rivers?

A: This Unit Management Plan covers thc listed State Forests and Wildlife Management Areas, this
question is beyond the scope of this plan.

Q: Do you partnerw-ith the Finger Lakes Trail?

A: The Finger Lakes Trail Conference has worked in partnership with NYS DEC for many years, and
has signed on in thc Adopt A Natural Resource Program.

Q: Docs the Finger Lakes Trail oroos at Webbs Crossing?

A: Yes, the Finger Lakes Trail (FLT) does go through Webbs Q-ossing, but the only place the FLT is
impacted by this Unit Management Plan is when it crosses tho northern par! of Burt Hill State
Forest.

Q: Is there a parking area at Thatcher Brothers? Tuttle Basin Spring? Right.of_way? Is there an
agreement with Hanson? It doesn't seem right to use private land for parking for stale land. On
Route 21, Canacadca Park, would be nice for parking. Use to be a dug road. Don't open the road
up. There is a gate at the lop. Used to be a Boy Scout camp.

A: There is no parking area at "TImtcher Brothers". The NYS DEC has a 16 foot wide Right ofWay
from Rt. 21 to Canacadea State Forest This R.o.W. has limited value because there is no room for
a public parking. Access to the north end of this state forest has always been a concern. Should
the railroad property ever become available for acquisition, the DEC will actively pursue purchase
to improve access. This is outlincd in the Unit Management Plan.

Q: Did you ever think ofputting up a sign to mark the old homesteads?

A' Yes we did, however, marking all the homesteads on the 47,000 acres we manage isn't practical,
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especially the propenies that are nO longer on a road Or trail. We also have a perpetual problem
wilh vandalism ofsigns. Still, we would like to mark one well documented and accessible
homestead on the propenics that have a lot ofpublic use. I think a sign that described Or had
copies ofold photographs ofthe property and people who have lived there would be the best way
to explain the story ofthese bom"again forests. This would take help from the families or town
historians hut it would be a nice enhancement where the infonnation was available.

Q: Why not talk to Thatchers about Bald Hill property?

A: Bald Hill does not adjoin Canacadea Slate Forest. Acquisitions in recent years have been limited
to prcperty consolidation, improving access, and protecting rare plant and animal communities.
Acquiring Bald Hill would mean creating a new State Forest. 111is would require approval and
addition to tl,e state open space plan.

Q: I'd like to see the railroad abandoned aud converted into paths (for people trails),

A: Ifthe railroad adjoining Canacadea State Foresl is abandoned we intend to purchase it. This
acquisition is listed in the plan. Purchase ofa longer section to make a rail trail would be
considered if the railroad bed becomes available, but a rail trail is a separate issue that is bcyond
the scope of this plan.

Q: Do horses have to use diapers'!

A: No.

Q: Four wheelers/ATVs/snowmobiles use railroads_

A: We currently manage two rail trails. Snowmobiles are legal on these as long as thc trail is SnOw
covered. ATVs and four wheel drive highway vehicles arc a real enforcement problem on those
rail trails.

Q: Does the wildlife management section mean no One hunts there?

A: No. Hunting is allowed during the appropriate seasons and with the correct licenses On all of the
State Forests and Wildlife Management Areas.

Q: Who decides ifwc c1earcut Or selective cut? I hate c1earcut. It looks tcrrible. Not a good thing to
do. Why can't you sell it for firewood Or chip them? When it's cut and un the ground, will you
sometimes sen it for firewood?

A: The method ofharvest is decided by the regional forestry staff and is based on many fautors
including: age of the stand of trees, the species of trees, soil type, age and composition of the
nearby forest, wildlife considerations, and the type of trees best suited to the site. Allhough clear
cutting is not aiways visually attractive, it may be the only practical method to achieve the desired
management objective. Leaving branehcs, limbs, and even whole trees as COarSe wocdy debris is
recommended by forest ecologists as a desirable component ofa harvest. This material provides
organic matter fur soil, plus pruvides habitat for decay fungi, insects, and food and COVer wildlife
that feed on these organisms. We do occasionally sell material for firewood in small quantities to
achieve a special management objective. This is done on a very limited basis.

Q: What's the first sign ofdeer overpopulation?
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A: There are many signs but most are not obvious. In farm country one of the first signs of too many
deer will be an increase in complaints of crop damage.

In a forest the early signs arc a browse line where all under-story vegetation is eaten as high as a
deer can reach and the c'omplete loss of certain species that deer prefer.

Q: Do you have heavy coyote populations throughout that area? Any complaints from farmers about
their sheep, calves?

A: Coyote populations vary considerably from one area to another but would not be considered heavy
in Steuben County at this time. Occasional complaints are received from farmers relative to loss of
sheep or calves but it is a rare occurrence in this area.

INITIAL MAILING RESPONSES

Public Comments from June 15, 2001 mailing to adjacent property owners, recreation groups, etc.
These letters were summarized in the SUMMARY OF IDENTIFIED ISSUES section on page 16.

FIsh and Wildlife Issues

Keep the forest as pristine as possible. Enhsnee the area as better habitat for wildlife, protect the soil,
purify the water and air.

Would like to see more stocking ofgame fish in the Cameron Pond.

Turkey Ridge State Forest needs some changes. A gate was at the entrance but not anymore. Hunters drive
in lhe foresl and camp there during hunting season; they leave their trash and bum camp fires. I suggest a
gate to be put there and make hunters walk in and safe.

Establishmenl of wildlife food plottings.

I own propcrty up lhe ercek from Helmer G-eek Wildlife Management Area. The property borders
Cameron Mills State Forest. Can it be posted as an endangercd species area Or whatever? There are large
timber rattlers on the property.

The danmring ofcreeks and digging of ponds provide important water sources and should be considered.

I own mOSI of the land (51 of 54 acres) that is in the inlerior of the Cameron Mills State Forest. Of the ten
parcels that constitute the Canisleo River Basin Unit, this is lhe only one with which I am familiar. TIlis
parcel conlains many mature oak trees ofvarions species, especially on the ridge tops; these areas show
little OrnO signs ofpasI farming usage. There are many deer but seemingly too few turkeys and grome.
While r have never seen bear there is ample sign, the sonthem portion just above (cast) ofPump Stations
Road is mostly open and will be full of warblers when the berries ripen in August. r have been told that
ralliesnakes inhabit lhe bluffs overlooking the river along the soulhwest portion of the forest.

County promoted as a great place to hunt, mOre hunters will be coming from outside the area, many of
them looking for publie lands to hWlt on.
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Trail and Reereatiunal Issues

Please see that the Finger Lakes Trail conidor is protected from any adverse activities, This should include
a buffer zone at the northernmost bonndary line of the Burt Hill State Forest.

Recommend public access to areaS for hiking, bird-watching, hunting, trapping, fishing, cross-country
skiing. Let fairness rule.

We would like to see some camping grounds and picnic areas in West Cameron Wildlife Management
Areas and Cameron State Forest.

Try to develop access to Cameron Mills State Forest by the public.

The plan would help bring more people to take advantage ofthese beautiful sites.

Public access for hunting should be on foot (cxcept for the handicapped), no random four-wheelers. Keep
it as wild as posSIble.

Development of trails for horseback riding could be undertaken.

Development of snowmobile trails using funding from licensing.

We (Canisteo planning board)"would love to see a recreation area (in Rock Creek State Forest) developed
for boating, fishing, etc. We an feel that this wouidpossibly promott tourism and local interest in the
Canisteo River.

Timber Management Issues

Better management of timber lands. Donot clear cut Please do selective cutting for timbers.

Timber harvest should be done on a regular basis. However, no mess should have been left as on the
Cameron side of the Camerou State Forest several years ago. Halfcut trees were left standing, roads and
trails Were not cleaned out, very poor marks on that timber harvest.

In general, I oppose preservation and encourage management actions that include bums selective
harvesting and even clear CUts.

Sites should demonstrate good practices in timber harvesting.

When lnarking for saleable timber, do not mark for timbet stand improvement. Leave the wildlife den and
food trees. Wildlife food plots and management as done in Pennsylvania would bring in more money to the
state and the local region than the long term timber sales. Yes, harvest the mature trees. Foresters should
not allow logging roads or logging in the steep erodable areas as waS allowed in Tracey Creek Forest.

Landowners Concerns

Work with the landowners bordering state lllIlds. Erect or post signs stating that hunting with prior
permission is OK, instead ofposting every tree or bush with a posted sign. I'm sure many landowners
would go along with the idea.

We would not enjoy public access, or else we would have bought a fann in the city.
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Any access to manage state strategies, that might need to use onr land we would like to have an agreement
either with the state or it's contractor, to outline reasoning, guidelines, rcbuilding the land, etc.

In the event ofprcscribed bums, we would like an agreement that should such action become unprescribed,
thereby causing any change in private property, said property will bc put back to its prcvious character.

We are not in favor of hunting as they trespass onto onr propcrty, public recreation acccss for the same
reaSonS as well as noise and air pollution nor timber and prescribed bums duc to damagc from huge
vehicles which ruin our alrcady poor road and lor bums getting out ofcontrol, plus smoke. Other areas not
squeezed in between private property would be great for recreational purposes, plus wildlife sanctuaries,

Anything that the state or fcderal government gets involves in turns out not what the people want, being
that my land borders on statc land, (Burt Hill State Forest) it leaves a lot to bc desired.

Oil and Gas Leasing

The area in this (Burl Hill State Forest) zone which should include the limits as well as the trail, should be
at the least protected from clear cut logging and gas well leasing.

With regards to gas leasing, oil pumping, removal ofany fossil fuels, etc. we would like to see, any such
activity within 1,000 feet of our property, to incorporate us iu the benefits, or perceutages thereof, its sale.

I have problems with gas leasing. I'd hate to see a gas drilling operation in my favorite hunting spot.

Leasing for gas is acceptable to me, but the money that is generated (including potential windfall amounts)
should stay within DEC control.

We (adjacent property owners) are not in favor ofgas leasing.

Law Enforcement and Safety Issues

Public lands are for public use. However, it's a shame that rules must be made and enforced to keep it that
way. A few will always try to spoil what we have.

Although many people abusc rules and not much can be done to enforce tI,em, it should be noted that there
is illegal use of fireanns aud overnight camping bappening in Cameron State Forest.

Other

We think it is a great idea to save as muc!) open land as possible.

Clean up town ofGreenwoods landfill On Rt. 417.

One specific area ofconcem is the potential effects the Lee Dickson and Sons sludge operations involving
the lands ofCameron, Thurston and Bath. This is a potential source for serious non point source pollutants
covering a large range of chemicals, metals, and pathogens.

Could you include the Canisteo River in your plan? Construct a canoe launching site at each bridge or
access area.
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Agriculture is very important to this region. We hope and expect the DEC will take into account this fact
and, in any management plan will acknowledge and protect agricultural practices. TIlis region has a history
ofmany dairy farms.

Are there any proposed strategies for this area already?

Canoe access points with signage and parking with fishing rights at each bridge on the Canisteo River.
Placement of concrete or stone blocks at various rifflets to create pools to propagate and oxygenate this
warm water habitat. Name it the "Black Bass Capital oflhe World" and have a fly fishing tourney. Limit
access to cows along the banks of the river. Have an agricultural buffer zone mandatory along the banks
(where no tress could be cut, 30- 50 yards wide). Oeate stream basins for gravel tailings that otherwise
would dump into the river. This would hopefully lower the silt burden. Encourage tOmlships to sponsor
events that utilize the river such as Canisteo's canoe derby, the Addison Triathalon, a kayak race in the
spring, Cameron corp derby. Perh"vs DEC sponsored learning/teaching days at elementary schools to
show the river as a positive resource. A printed history of the river and photos to be run in local
newspapers to show how clean the river has become since '72 flood. Potential for restocking ofoner
families (great public relations). Prison work crews (public service) to clean up tires, cars, etc. every year.
Are there any matching federal funds available through the Clean Water Ac>:! Designated canoe campsites
along the river. A design"ted DEC person to acl as "River Warden" This would be who would get answers
and action. Can sconting become involved nsage; clean up; badges awarded? Wood duck houses? Start an
earlier bass season on the river to bring in tourist dollars, catch and release only. Pamphlet the local stores
on the river to encourage waler safety and proper usage. DEC duck blinds for reservation only.
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APPENDIX C : TAXES

School and Town general taxes for 1999

Town Acres of Eligible State Land Amount-Paid

Greenwood 177\.07 $16,578.90

Cameron 1627.99 $18,657.42

Hornell.ville 777.54 $4,835.05

Rathbone 569.20 $16,948.28

Jasper 309.15 $2,305.65



APPENDIX D : FACILITIES

ADMINlSTRATNE ACCESS ROAD

1
2
3.
4.
5
6.

7.
8

1
2
3
4

5.
6
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6
7.

Site
Cameron State Forest
Canacadca State Forest
Greenwood Stote Forest
Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area

Rock Creek Slate Forest
Tracy Creek State Forest
Turkey Ridge State Forest
Wesl Calneron Wildlife Management Area

Total

PONDSIPOT HOLES
Site
Burt Hill Stale ForI'S!

Cameron State ForI'S!
Cameron Mills Slate Forest
Canacadea Stale
Greenwood Slale Forest
Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area

Rock Creek Slale Fores!
Tracy Creek State Forest
Turkey Ridge State Fores!

Wesl Camemn Wildlife Management Area

Total

UNPAYED P.AR.ICrn"G LOTS
Site
Cameron State Forest
Cameron Mills Slale Forest
Canacadea Slate Forest
Greenwood Slale Forest
Rock Creek SMe Forest

Tracy Creek State Forest
Turkey Ridge Slate Forest

Total

Miles
0.3
2.3

01

0.3

1.8

0.9
0.6
0.9
7.2

Number

1

1
2 Ponds

Number
1
1
1
1

1
2

1

8
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L

L
2
3
4.
5.

6.,
8.

L
2
3.

4.

5.
6.,.

LEANTO
Sile

Burt Hill Slale Foresl

Total

AREA SIGNS
Sile
Burl Hill Slale Forest
Cameron Stale Forest
Cameron Mills Slale Forest
Canacadea Slate Forest
Greenwood State Forest

Rock Creek Stale Forest

Tracy Creek Slale Forest
Turkey Ridge Slate Forest

Total

METAL GATES
Sile
Cameron Slale Forest
Canacadea Stale Forest
Greenwood Slate Forest

Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area

Rock Creek Slate Forest

Tracy Creek State Foresl
West Cameron Wildlife Management Area

Total

Number,

Number,
4,
2,,,
2

B

Number
3,,,,
",
9

L
Site
Cameron State Forest

EROSION CONTROL STRUCTIJRES
Number,

Tolal 1

ATV TRAllSI PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ACCESS

Site Miles Name
L Cameron State Forest 0.2 Cameron Pond Trail

1.6 Rattlesnake BluffTrail

2. Tracy Creek State Forest 1.0 Longview Trail

Total 3 Trails



APPENDIX E : TIMBER MANAGEMENT

STANDS DESIGNATED PROTECTION MANAGEMENT

Greenwood Stale Forest
Steuben RA #1 Tracy Creek State Forest

Steuben RA #16
om artment

A
A
A

re,d,
I;
63

ereS
14
II
33

om artment
A
A
A

tand
18
24
27

."3
I;
I;

F'm arlInen! ",d eres
A 6 20
B 5 12
F 7 10
F 8 I;
F 14 14
H 7 128
H II 17
H I; 10

Cameron State Forest
Steuben RA 114

Rock Creek Stale Forest
Steuben RA #12

;Burt Hill State Forest
Steuben RA 1119

;
27

17
22

eres
17

.e,
24

8
12

14
17

land
;

tand
2

A
A

A
A

om artment
A

om artrnent
A

Cameron Mills Stale Forest
Steuben RA 1118

Turk<.;y Ridge State Forest'
Steuhen RA #17

29

CreS

80
18

.,d
I

m artmen!
A
A

Canacadea Stale Forest
Steuben RA #15

West Cameron Wildlife Management Area~rtm"nt tand ."
A 5 17
B 10 12
C 7 26
C 14 28
D 4 I

om artment
A
A
A

land
2
6
II

cres
II
I;
5
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STANDS DESIGNATED EVEN AGED

Greenwood State wrest
Steuben RA #1

om -, bod eres
A 4 ,
A 3 3
A 7 38
A 10 4
A 12 7
A 13 8
A 14 7
A 15 II
A 2S 4
A 32 2
A 33 8
A 34 31
A " 8
A 37 II
A 39 3
A 42 29
A 43 14
A 45 31
A 47 33
A 50 45
A 52 21
A 55 ,
A 59 "A 61 8
A 63 33

Cameron State Fprest
Steuben RA #4

om rtment tand ere,
A 2 16
B 2 44
B 7 15
B , 6
B 13 6
B " 14
B IS 8
C 3 29
C S 47
C 6 22
D I 90
D 3 13
D 4 20
D S 49
D 6 26
D 7 33
D 10 8

D 12 21
D 13 ,
E I 13
E 2 44
E 3 8
E 4 44
E 5 22
E 7 47
F 2 32
G 2 6
G 4 I'
G 5 10
G 6 38
H 2 31
H 3 93
H 5 14
H 6 14
H 12 ,
H 16 21
H 17 21
H 18 13

Roek Creek State fore§!
Steuben RA #12

om rtment b'" eres
A 5 18
A 7 10
A , 10
A II 93
A 13 II
A 14 39
A 16 2S
A I' 17
A 20 31

Canacadea State Forest
Steuben RA#15

om artnlent b,d ereS
A 3 8
A 4 93
A 6 12
A , S
A 10 132
A II 55
A 12 S
A 13 61
A 14 35
B 2 61
B 6 20
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B 7 46
B 8 "B 9 88
B 11 16
B 15 IS
B 16 "B 17 11
C 3 10
C 4 16
C 5 12
C 6 11
C 8 11
C 9 8
C 12 77
C 15 37
C 16 4
D 2 5
D 5 27
D 9 13
D II 26
D 13 4

Tracy Creek State Forest
Steuben RA # 16

om awent bod creS
A 3 18
A 4 13
A 6 16
A 7 24
A 9 5
A 10 3
A 11 60
A 15 10
A 16 7
A 17 21
A 19 9
A 20 27
A 21 13
A 22 25
A 23 8
A 25 17
A 28 7
A 29 10
A 30 12
A 32 14
A 33 7

Turkey Ridge State Forest
Steuben RA #17

0 artment land ,re,
A I 61
A 2 64
A 3 50
A 5 "A 6 78
A 7 25
A 8 4'
A 9 23
A 10 27
A 11 14
A 12 65
A 13 63
A 15 22
A 17 27

Cameron Mills State Forest
Steuben RA #18

0 artrnent "06 eres
A I 53
A 3 4
A 5 15
A 6 16
A 7 18
A 9 102
A 11 31
A 13 14
A 15 26
A 16 37
A 17 60

Butt Hill Slate forest
Steuben RA #19

om artment .od cres
A 3 28
A 4 8
A 11 60
A 16 22

West Cameron Wildlife Management Area



STANDS DESIGNATED UNEVEN AGED

Greenwood State Forest
Steuben RA #1

~m artment tand eres
A 1 13
A 9 23
A 44 "A 46 58

Turkey Ridge State Forest
Steuben RA #17

None

Traey Creek State Forest
SteubenRA#16

Cameron Stale Forest
Steuben RA #4

= artment "'d eres
B 1 26
B 4 19
F 9 18
F 20 33
H 4 29

om artment land ~es
A 1 . 30
A 2 38
A " 46
A 31 ,

Cameron Mills Stale Forest
Steuben RA #18

None

35
65

creS
20

8
13

1md
7

A
A

Burt Hill State Forest
Steuben RA #19

~m a:nent

om artment land cres
A 6 25
A 8 35
A 12 17
A 21 20

Rock Creek Slate Forest
Steuben RA #12

Canacadea State Forest
Steuben RA #15 Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area

om aIlment ",d cre.
A 8 6
B 14 4
C 1 35
D 7 4



STANDS DESIGNATED PLANTATION MANAGEMENT

QreruwQod Stll1e Wrest
Steuben RA #1

om artment land cres
A 8 18
A 11 10
A 18 14
A 19 4
A 20 13
A 22 4
A 24 7
A 26 10
A 27 33
A 28 16
A 29 4
A 30 3
A 31 15
A 36 20
A 38 11
A 41 2
A 49 31
A 51 7
A " 5
A 67 11
A 62 43

Cameron Stile forest
Steuben RA #4

~m a:nenl b,d cres
3 6

A 5 5
B 11 16
C 4 7
D 2 18
D , 11
F 3 6
F 5 4
F 10 6
F 11 5
F 12 12
F 15 20
F I" 7
F I" 7
F 21 7
F 22 15
G 1 12
H " l'

Rock Creek State Wrest
Slcuben RA #12

om artment 1md ore,
A 2 86
A 3 5
A 4 13
A 10 33
A 15 69
A 17 5
A 22 24
A 24 1

Canacadea Stale FQr£§!

Sleuben RA #15

om artmenl land ore,
B 3 30
B 4 l'
C 2 87
C 11 5
C 13 7
D 3 176
D 6 20
D 12 2S

Turkey Ridge Slale Forest
Steuben RA #17

om artmenl land eres
A 16 22
A 18 24

Burt Hill State FlIresl
Steuben RA #19

om artmenl b,d cres
A 1 8
A 2 13
A 5 9
A 6 6
A , 18
A 10 30
A 12 6
A 15 22
A 17 "A 18 20
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Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area West Cameron Wildlife Management Area

om artmcnt
A
A

tand
2
4

cres
3
20

om attment
A
A

CreS
35
4

STANDS DESIGNATED OPEN LAND

Greenwood State Forest
Steuben RA #1

Tracy Creek State Forest
Steubeu RA #16

Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area

,re,
45

tand

"8

W"ldrf< M

om artmenl
A
A

'" ameron ,
" anagcment "

om artment "od ""A , 2
A " 3
A " 2
A 15 6

W 1C

om artment ood eres
F 13 7
F 16 7
H , 11
H 13 15

om attment ood cres
A 21 2
A 23 4
A 48 3
A " 2

Cameron State Forest
Steuben RA #4

Canacadea State Forest
SteubcnRA#15

om a:rtment tand
A 1
A 5

cres
55
6

STANDS DESIGNATED SEEDLING I SAPLING

Greenwood State Forest
Steuben RA #1

Steuben RA #4

om artment tand ""A 5 13
A 6 12
A 16 13
A 17 4
A 40 2
A 54 6
A 56 4
A 60 13

Cameron Stale Forest

0 artment "od creS
A 1 5
A 4 58
B 3 44
B 6 11
B 8 3
B 10 5
B 12 14
C 1 2
C 2 23
D 8 8
D 11 21



Turkey Ridge State Fores!
Steuben RA #17

E 6 17
F 1 25
F 4 4
F 6 37
F 7 12
F 17 16
G 3 10
B 1 I'
B 10 15

A 14 18

Rook Creek State Foresl
Steuben RA #12

Cameron Mills State Forest
Steuben RA #18

HelmerCreek Wildlife Management Area

None

Burt Hill Slate Forest
Steuben RA #19

Canacadea Slate Fores!
Steuben RA #15

om Jrtment land eres
A 1 4
A 2 9
A 7 14
B 1 3
B 5 5
B 12 "B 13 6
D 1 11
D 8 11
D 10 ,

Tracy Creek State Fores!
Steuben RA #16

om Jrtrnent land oa
A 5 16
A 8 2

om artmenl
A
A
A

om artmcnl
A
A

land
4
10
14

'land
9
10

ore,
46
10

"

ores
15
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APPENDIX F : WATER RESOURCES
STREAMS

Rock Creek-C (TS)·mouth to 0.5 mile below t1ib 2
Tracey Creek·C
HelmerCreek-C ern-o.s mile below lrib 2 to SOurCe

Cameron Pond
Cameron Creek-C(T) Pa 3_57_5_22 and tribs
Brown Hollow Creek
Erskin Hollow Creek-C
Stephens Gulch-C
Other un-named tributaries arc located on the unit.

PONDED WATERS

Cameron Pond
Other beaver ponds
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APPENDIX H: WILDLIFE HARVEST

BLACK BEAR HARVEST

2000·22
1999-27
1998-26
1997-24

1996-13
1995-17
1994-16
1993-15

1992_22
1991_17

The reporting arCa includes the southwestern half of Steuben County and the southern two_thirds of
Chemung County.

1998~99SUMMARY OF LICENSE SALES FOR STEUBEN COUNTY

Senior License
Fishing
Hunting
Big Game
Resident Trapping
Non-Resident Hunting
Non-resident Big Game

2,222
4,124
m
3,689
229
310
1,339

Junior Archery
Archery
Muzzleloadcr
Sportsman
Junior Hunting
Turkey Penni!

157
4,168
1,132
9,364

00'
7,028

Traditionally, large numbers ofhunters visit Steuben COllllty, particularly during deer season. The
above figures represent only a portion of the hunters who actually hunt in Steuben COMly,

Historical Deer Harvest in the Towns within the Canisteo River Basin
(Cameron, Greenwood, Homellsville, Howard, Jasper, Rathbone)

1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
J990

Adult Male
Harves!
lin
I Il9
1353
1179

901
967

1220
1341
1383
1431

Total Harve~t

2878
2649
4107
3851
1348
1817
2898

''''3399
3142

1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000

Adult Male
Harvest
1547
1699
1280
1119
1537
1315
1808
1695
1574
1862

Total Harvest

3375
3753
3700
2618
3131
3037
3536
4024
4110
4647
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12-12·79 (3f99)-Sc SEQR

State Environmental Quality Review
NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Notice of Determination of Non-Significance

Identifying # 2003-SlM-8-141

Date December 26, 2002

This notice is issued pursuant to Part 617 of the impiementing regulations
pertaining to Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental
Conservation law.

The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation as lead agency, has
determined that the proposed action descr~bed beiow will not have a significant
environmental impact and a Draft Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared.

Name of Action: Adoption of the Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Plan

SEQR Status: Type 1 ....lL
Unlisted

Conditioned Negative Declaration: Yes
....1i.....- No

Description of Action:
The Canisteo River Basin Unit Management Pian sets forth the proposed goals,

objectives, management actions and associated costs for the management of 7,715
acres on 10 parcels of state land in Steuben County. It includes Tracy Creek State
Forest, Cameron Mills State Forest, Cameron State Forest, Burt Hiil State Forest,
Turkey Ridge State Forest, Greenwood Slate Forest, Rock Creek State Forest,
Canacadea State Forest, Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area and West Cameron
Wildlife Management Area, The plan details management activities for a 10-year
period, from 2002 - 2012. A review and amendment process will take place at the end
of the fifth year. Public partic'lpation has been sought v'la maHings and a public meeting
on July 23, 2002. Full consideration for public input will be sought prior to completion of
the final draft.

Management activities planned for this unit include: The generai maintenance
and improvement of the facilities, public access to the state land, and managing the
vegetation and wildlife, including the creation and maintenance of open fields and
logging an average of 152 acres per year. Other activities include the construction of
two forest access roads and four parking lots to increase public safety and access, and
the creation and maintenance of up to 25 small water hole amphibian activity centers,
and designating trails for recreational use, Best management practices for the control
of erosion, and integrated pest management for the control of insects will be followed.



SEQR NEGATIVE DECLARATION Page 2

Acquisition of adjoining land from willing seUers will be sought, when possible. All gas or other
mineral aclivity will be monitored. The protection of endangered and threatened species and
historical and archaeological resources will be protected.

Location:
Canisteo River Basin Unit, Steuben County: Tracy Creek State Forest, Town of Rathbone,
Cameron Mills State Forest, Town of Cameron, Cameron State Forest, Town of Cameron, Burt
HilI State Forest, Town of Howard, Turkey Ridge Stale Forest, Towns of Greenwood and Jasper,
Greenwood State Forest, Town of Greenwood, Rock Creek State Forest, Town of Greenwood,
Canacadea State Forest, Town of Hornellsville, Helmer Creek Wildlife Management Area, Town
of Rathbone, and West Cameron Wildlife Management Area, Town of Cameron.

State Lands Covered by the
Canisteo Riv~".BaslnUnit ManagflllTJent Plan

Steu.ben County; New Ybrk

'b~",...i. .'1.",,,,....110 Miles

a St'.",,,,,
N""Jo' Ro.d

+
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SEQR NEGATIVE DECLARATlON Page 3

Reasons Supporting This Determination:
(See 617.7(a)-(c) for requirements of this determination; see 617.7(d) for Conditioned Negative
Declaration)

Activities plarlned for the urlit will be covered by the following Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statements:

State Forest Commercial Products Sales Program, Habitat Management
Activities, Wildiife Habitat Management on State Forest Land, Red Pine
Plantation Clearcut Program, New York State Open Space Plan, and the
State Forest Recreation Management Program.

Activities which would require a site specific environmental review (SEQR) include:
prescribed fire, site preparation With herbicide, clearcuts larger than 40 acres. In addition, if after
the public review process, activities area added to Ihe plan to prOVide beller management of the
unit and are not covered by lI1is Negative Declaration orcjted Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statements, DEC will undertake a site specific environmental review for such activities.

Activities in the plan will be performed in accordance with the standards and policies and
procedures set forth in the following DEC documents:

Continuous Forest Inventory Handbook, State Forest Multiple Use
Management Plafl, Unpaved Forest Road Handbook, afld the Timber
Maflagement Handbook.

In addition, activities in the plan will be guided by the Environmental Conservation Law,
best management practices, the expertise of foresters and biologists, and the views expressed
by the participating public.

Construction of new facilities shall include the construction of administrative access
roads and parking lots. These projects with be placed so as to minimize short
and 10rlg term impacts, i.e. level ground and reasonable slope, culverts, ditches etc. to control
drainage and erosion. These projects wili entail: clearing of brush and some
trees, grading, ditching, installation of culverts, and graveling. This will improve public access
and safety. The aesthetic resources will be protected by law enforcement activities, screening
of logging activities, and by limiting disturbance in sensitive areas. Scenic views will be
preselVed by the removal of screening vegetation. There will be a favorable impact on energy
resources, since timber management will produce fuelwood. The noise impact of construction
and logging will occur so briefly as to be inconsequential. Archeological and historical impacts
will be minimized by disturbing the ground as lillie as possible. These actions will not have a
significant impact on the environment.
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SEQR NEGATIVE DECLARATION Page 4

If Conditioned Negative Declaration, provide on attachment the specific mitigation
measures Imposed, and identify comment period (not iess than 30 days from date of
pUblication In the ENS)

For Further Information:

Contact Person: Gretchen Cioora

Address: NYS DEC
7291 Coon Road
Bath, NY 14810

Telephone Number: (607) 776-2165 Ext. 29

For Type 1 Actions and Condilioned Negative Declarations, a Copy of this Notice Is sent 10:

Appropriate Regional Office 01 the Department of Environmental Conservalion

Chief Executive Offjcer, Town/CilyNilillge 01

Other inVOlved agencies (if any)

Applicant (if any)

Environmental Notice Bulletin - NYS DEC - 625 Broadway - Albany, NY 12233_1750 (Type One
Actions Only)
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GLOSSARY
AlluviulII _Clay, silt, sand, gravel or similar material deposited by nmning water.

Anticlinal- rock layers that are folded so that the layers are inclined away from each other (like the legs
ofacapitalA).

Bedrock - Hard tilhified or consolidated rock units that underlie the unconsolidated or
partially-consolidated surface (geology) sediments and soils deposited during recent sedimentation and
glacial sedimentation.

BufferStrips _A strip of vegetation used to prolecl sensitive areas from soil erosion and siltation.

Callatfim, Shield -the stable portion or nudeus oflhe North American continent, primarily igneous and
metamorphic rocks, located primarily in northeastern Canada, Michigan, Wisconsin and MilU1csola.

Cla,ll- A fragment of rock

Classified Wqler Bodie.• - A system whereby water bodies are protected under Environmental
Conservation Law.

Conite~ - Needle bearing trees.

Co"ite~/Omjte~HfJ.rdwood Fo~est • A forest stand in whiGh either of the two leading species is a
conifer.

Conite~Sralld_A forest stand containing 50% or more conifer species.

D.B.H. _(diameter at breast height) _The diameter of a tree at roughly breast height or 4Y; feet from the
ground.

DeColhued _Complete, Or almost complete removal of leaves from a jiving tree.

Pllg-Qul- A 500 square foot by 3 feel deep pot hole constructed of earth and containing water.

EfJ.rlv Succe.<siollal Wildlite Species Anim~l species which require early vegellltivc stages such as
grass, brush, Aspen.

Ecological Diversitv - The number of species living In an ecosystem.

EcologiCfJ.1 Subzolle - A geographic area containing fauna and flora which are adapted to that particular
area.

Ecosvstem - Acomplex of living organisms and their environment.

Erosion _To wear aWlIY by the action: wlIter, wind, Or ice.

Eve" Aged - A forest in which all ofth. trees are essentially the same age.

FallWnr _a fracture or crack that has had movement paranel to the fracture's surface

Fluvial- pertaining to sediments deposited by stream or river actions
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Fragipan _An impervious subsurface soil layer (sometimes known as "hardpan") which restricts rooting
and internal soil drainage.

Glacier/Glacial- a large mass of ice and snow that is moving On the land's surface

Hardwaod Forest _A forest stand in which each of the two predominant species by percent is a
hardwood.

HaNlwoods - Broadleafed trees.

Herbaceor,.' Opening - A non-forest vegetative type consisting ofgrasses and forbs.

Homocline - geologic structure that is dipping or inclined in one direotion and at the same angle of
inclination.

Kame - a short ridge, hill, or mOlllld ofstratified glacial deposits

Lacustrine - of, or relating to, a bke

Large Coarse Wgodv Debris _The accumulation ofdead woody material, both standing and fallen,
which occurs in a forest stand.

Lean-To _A small, open fronted, log shelter used for overnight camping.

linement$ _linear trends of weakness or fractures In the earth's crust

L"I: Landillg - An area to which logs are skidded and then loaded for removal.

MCFGPD _thousand cubic feet of gas per day

Moraine _sediment that is accumulated due to the actions of a glacier.

Multiple Use - A management philosophy by which many uses are derived for a specific land area.

Natural RegetteratiOll - The regrowth ofa forest stand by natural means.

Natural Forest - A forest established by natural regeneration.

No Entry/No Surface OCC/'Pancv Lease _A lease to explore and develop underground mineral resources
witbou! any surface disturbance. Above ground facilities and equipment to remove mineral resources must
be located off the subject property.

Oak ODetting _a globally rare plant community, also known as an oak savannah. The community is
composed ofnative prairie grasses and associated plants usually surrounded by oaklhickory forests. Oak
Openings are maintained by periodic burning. Historically, fires were set by Native Americans or caused by
lightning- strikes. Oak Openings can be variable in size, from just an acre to several thousand acre
complexes.

o(r. Site _The species are growing (or at least have been planted) where these species would not ordinarily
be found, due to unfavorable site conditions.

Plalltati&l' _A forest eSl1lblished by planting.
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Pole Shed - A young tree with a D.B.H. of6to 11 inches.

Pre_Commercial _To do a sland treatment when the trees are to small to sell for profit, requiring the
payment ofsomeone to do the work.

Protection MaJlagemellt - An area which required special management considerations. (Special cutting
regimen, short rotation, long rotation, or no treatment.)

Regeneraflm.- To reestablish a forest stand.

Rotation· The length of lime between the establislnnent and the haNest ofa foresl stand.

SawtimberSlud" A tree with a D.B.H. of 12 inches Or greater.

Seedllnt:lSaplillgSlzed - A young tree with a D.B.E. of Jess than 6 inches.

Selective Harvesti",,, _Removal oflhe mature timber, usually the oldest or largest trees.

$h'/!k Intolerallt _Tree species that require full sunlight 10 survive past the seedling stage.

Sllade Toleran/_ Tree species that Can survive in the shade cast by older trees,

~ _Site is defined as a group of features (such as slope, aspeel, soil type, etc.) which characterize a given
area ofland.

Silvicul/ure _The establishment, development, care, and reproduction of forest stands.

Sqftwoo4$ _Needle bearing trees, conifers

Specie! Diversitv _The occurrence ora variety ofplants and animals,

StOlId· A group ofplants with similar characteristics that are treated as a single unit in a management plan.

StOlid A"alvsis _A systematic method of evaluating stands 10 determine the need for treatment.

StOlid Treatmell/- Work done in a stand which is directed towards the management ofthc stand.

State Fore.,t Lands owned by the stale ofNew York and administered by thc Department of Environmental
Conservation which are managed for the establishment and maintenance of forests for watershed protection,
the production of timber, and for recreation and kindred purposes.

Stratigraphic" lhe layering and sequence of mapable rock units.

Surficlol- of, or relating to, the surface

Su.·tained Yield - The maintenance ofa continuous flow ofa particular product,

SVllclinof - rook layers that are folded so that the layers are inclined lowards each other (like the letter V)

TilI- uns!r:ltified gla~ial dep(>sits consisting ofclay, sand, gravd, and boulders



T"''''poTarvRevocabiePermit fTRP) - A permit to use state forest bnd for a specific purpose for a
prescribed length oftfme.

TopLoPlJing _The cutting oflimbs from lhe tops offeHed trees to reduce fire danger and improve visibility.
On Slate forests top lopping ofconifers is required by law.

U"eve/l Aged _A forest containing tr~es of two or mor~ age classes.

Unique Ar~a - A parcel of land owned by the state acquired do to its special uatural beauty, wilderness
character, get>lt>gical, ecolt>gical or historical significance for the slate nature and historic preserve, and may
include lands within a forest preserve county outside the Adirondack and Catskill Parks.

Ve£'Qtal'ive Slgge· A description ofa plant eomnmnitybased on the age of the component plants.

Vegetative Tvoe - A description ofa plant eomnmnitybased on species composition.

Vernal Pool- A small body ofwater that is present in the spring, but dries up by mid-sununer.

Water Hole - A laid up stone cistern built by ee.e. volunteers and originally used for water for fire
protection purposes.

Waterslmd - The land area from which a stream receives its water.

Wetland _Land or area saturated and sometimes partially or intennittently covered with water.
Class I, nIlIor IV _The designation placed upon a mapped wetland byNYS DEC as

required by 6NYCRR. The four classes rank wetlands according to their ability to perfonn wetland
functions and provide wetland benefits. Class I is the most critical.

Yield -lbe production ofa eonunodity such as; forest products, water, Or wildlife.
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