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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:                  The Record

FROM:           Denise M. Sheehan

SUBJECT:     Blue Ridge Wilderness Area

               The Final UMP for the Blue Ridge Wilderness Area Final Unit Management Plan (Final 
UMP) has been completed.  The Final UMP is consistent with the guidelines and criteria of the 
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, the State Constitution, Environmental Conservation 
Law, and Department rules, regulations and policies.  The Final UMP includes management 
objectives and a five year budget and is hereby approved and adopted.
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY  
THE ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY 

WITH RESPECT TO BLUE RIDGE WILDERNESS  
AND 

WAKELY MOUNTAIN PRIMITIVE AREA 
UNIT MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
August 11, 2006 

 
WHEREAS, Section 816 of the Adirondack Park Agency Act directs 

the Department of Environmental Conservation to develop, in 
consultation with the Adirondack Park Agency, individual management 
plans for units of land classified in the Master Plan for Management 
of State Lands and requires such management plans to conform to the 
general guidelines and criteria of the Master Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, in addition to such guidelines and criteria, the 

Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan prescribes the contents of 
unit management plans and provides that the Adirondack Park Agency 
will determine whether a proposed individual unit management plan 
complies with such general guidelines and criteria; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department of Environmental Conservation has 

prepared a unit management plan for the Blue Ridge Wilderness and 
Wakely Mountain Primitive Area dated June, 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, this action is a Type 1 action for which the Department 

of Environmental Conservation is the lead agency as provided for by 
implementing regulations of the State Environmental Quality Review 
Act, 6 NYCRR Parts 617 and 618; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department has provided the Agency with a Negative 

Declaration for the SEQR determination of significance; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Adirondack Park Agency is an involved agency whose 

staff have been consulted in the preparation of the proposed plan; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Agency is requested to determine whether the final 
Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area Unit 
Management Plan, dated June, 2006, is consistent with the Standards 
and Guidelines of the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan; and 
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WHEREAS, the Adirondack Park Agency has reviewed the proposed 
Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area Unit 
Management Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the plan explicitly recognizes the primary value of the 

Blue Ridge Wilderness is the rare opportunity it provides the 
recreating public to experience a high degree of solitude; and 

 
WHEREAS, the plan proposes future maintenance of an existing 

vista via brushing and pruning along the trail near the summit of 
Sawyer Mountain; and 

 
WHEREAS, the plan calls for investigation of a new trail to the 

open summit of Ledge Mountain in the Blue Mountain Wild Forest and 
discontinuing maintenance of the Sawyer Mountain trail and vista if a 
suitable opportunity for an alternate naturally occurring vista can 
be identified; and 

 
WHEREAS, the approval of this unit management plan is not a 

specific endorsement by the Agency of vista maintenance either as a 
general practice in a Wilderness area or as proposed for Sawyer 
Mountain in this unit management plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department has agreed to revise the text of the 

Blue Ridge Plan to state that no formal determination has been made 
by the Adirondack Park Agency regarding State Land Master Plan 
compliance of the portion of the Department’s trail maintenance 
policy which allows the maintenance of views in Wilderness areas; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department and the Agency are committed to the 

continued discussion and examination of the overall concept of vista 
management as a general practice in Wilderness or as a proposal for 
Sawyer Mountain within the guidelines and criteria of the State Land 
Master Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, vista maintenance should be evaluated on a case-by-case 

basis within the context of each unit and within current DEC trail 
maintenance policy; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department has identified the Wakely Mountain Fire 

Tower as a facility that is essential for the communications needs 
and has proposed an appropriate use within the guidelines and 
criteria of the State Land Master Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department has committed to a Park-wide assessment 

of fire towers which will address the most appropriate future use of 
individual towers and observers’ cabins for communications, fire 
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control, education and information use, including specific 
information on the overnight use of the observers' cabins by 
volunteer groups; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Park-wide assessment will be completed prior to 

undertaking any use of the observer’s cabin; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Department will consult with Agency staff if any 

additional communications equipment will be needed on Wakely Mountain 
or if the proposed use of the helicopter landing platform is expanded 
beyond what is specifically described in this unit management plan in 
order to determine whether a plan amendment is needed; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department has provided additional information in 

the plan’s text which clarifies the timing and use of motorized 
equipment in Bicknell’s Thrush habitat on Wakely Mountain; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Department has committed to scheduling the removal 

of debris from the Wakely Mountain summit as soon as possible; and  
  
WHEREAS, the plan commits to the implementation of strategies 

for prevention, targeted containment and/or eradication of invasive 
plant infestations; and 

 
WHEREAS, the plan proposes management intended to restore and 

perpetuate indigenous fish species, provide recreational angling as 
part of a larger wilderness experience, and maintain and perpetuate 
annual hunting and trapping activities as legitimate uses of the 
wildlife resources compatible with wilderness recreation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department has amended the plan to provide for the 

collection of additional biological and chemical sampling data from 
Slim Pond if determined to be necessary as part of the wetlands 
application process prior to initiating reclamation activities; and  

 
WHEREAS, the plan proposes management to monitor and afford 

protection to species which are endangered, threatened, or of special 
concern; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department has committed to the development of 

indicators and standards for primitive tent sites in the area, as 
well as to continued consultation with the Agency regarding design 
criteria to ensure sites conform to the guidelines and criteria of 
the Master Plan and to close, restore and relocate tent sites that do 
not conform with Master Plan guidelines; and 
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WHEREAS, the Department has amended the plan to emphasize the 
use of mineral soils rather than concrete slabs for the construction 
of fire rings at primitive tent sites located in fire-sensitive 
areas; and 

 
WHEREAS, the plan commits to the adoption of regulations 

limiting the maximum number of people per tent site to eight people, 
and limiting day use group sizes to fifteen in conformance with the  
Master Plan guideline to implement appropriate administrative and 
regulatory measures to control use within the physical, biological 
and social carrying capacity of the wilderness resource; and 

 
WHEREAS, the plan calls for the posting of Navigation Law 

requirements of a 5 mph speed limit from the shoreline which will 
apply to all motor boats and personal watercraft on the waters of 
South Inlet; and 

 
WHEREAS, the plan proposes to establish a Historic Great Camps 

Special Management Area for the Forest Preserve lands in the vicinity 
of the historic Camp Sagamore and Camp Uncas properties; and  

 
WHEREAS, the purpose of this designation is to recognize the 

importance of the Great Camps as cultural resources of State and 
national significance, to coordinate with educational programs 
offered at Camp Sagamore and to support the long-term preservation of 
the Great Camps as educational and cultural resources; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department has amended the plan to list structures 

at the beginning of the entrance road to Camp Kill Kare but on Forest 
Preserve lands as non-conforming and in need of a legal determination 
regarding whether there is an underlying property right for their 
continuance at the current location; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department has proposed appropriate facilities to 

enhance access for the disabled, including improved access and 
facilities at Mohegan Lake in the Historic Great Camp Special Area 
Plan, in accordance with guidelines pursuant to the Americans with 
Disabilities Act; and 

 
WHEREAS, Department and Agency staff are continuing to work on 

the development of protocols for carrying capacity assessments and 
additional details on the management of public parking at Sagamore 
Lake will be developed as part of the Historic Great Camps Special 
Management Area; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department will be re-evaluating the potential for 

additional public parking at the existing parking area at Camp 
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Sagamore and has amended the plan to provide for a designated 
accessible parking space near Sagamore Lake and continued evaluation 
of parking areas associated with Camp Sagamore; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 816 of 

the Adirondack Park Agency Act, the Adirondack Park Agency finds the 
Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area Unit 
Management Plan, dated June, 2006, conforms with the general 
guidelines and criteria of the Adirondack Park State Land Master 
Plan; and 

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Adirondack Park Agency 

authorizes its Executive Director to advise the Commissioner of 
Environmental Conservation of the Agency’s determination in this 
matter. 

 
AYES: R. Beach (DED), S. Buchanan (DEC), 
 R. Hoffman (DOS), A. Lussi, K. Roberts, 
 J. Townsend, L. Ulrich, R. Whaley 
     
NAYS: C. Wray 
 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
 
ABSENT: None 
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For me, and for thousands with similar inclinations, the most important passion
of life is the overpowering desire to escape periodically from the clutches of a
mechanistic civilization. To us the enjoyment of solitude, complete
independence, and the beauty of undefiled panoramas is absolutely essential to
happiness.

Bob Marshall 

Like most other things not apparently useful to man, [wilderness] has few
friends, and the blind question "Why was it made?’’ goes on and on, with never
a guess that first of all it might have been made for itself.

John Muir 

We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children.

unknown 
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Preface

The Blue Ridge Wilderness (BRW1) and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area (WMPA) Unit
Management Plan (UMP) has been developed pursuant to, and is consistent with,
relevant provisions of the New York State Constitution, the Environmental Conservation
Law (ECL), the Executive Law, the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP), Department of Environmental Conservation (Department) rules and
regulations, Department policies and procedures and the State Environmental Quality
Review Act.

Most of the State lands which are the subject of this UMP are Forest Preserve lands
protected by Article XIV, Section 1 of the New York State Constitution. This
Constitutional provision, which became effective on January 1, 1895 provides in relevant
part:

“The lands of the state, now owned or hereafter acquired, constituting the Forest
Preserve as now fixed by law, shall be forever kept as wild forest lands. They
shall not be leased, sold or exchanged, or be taken by any corporation, public or
private, nor shall the timber thereon be sold, removed or destroyed.”

ECL §§3-0301(1)(d) and 9-0105(1) provide the Department with jurisdiction to manage
Forest Preserve lands, including the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain
Primitive Area.

The APSLMP was initially adopted in 1972 by the Adirondack Park Agency (APA), with
advice from and in consultation with the Department, pursuant to Executive Law §807,
now recodified as Executive Law §816. The APSLMP provides the general framework
for the development and management of State lands in the Adirondack Park, including
those State lands which are the subject of this UMP.

The APSLMP places State land within the Adirondack Park into the following
classifications: Wilderness, Primitive, Canoe, Wild Forest, Intensive Use, Historic, State
Administrative, Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers, and Travel Corridors, and sets
forth management guidelines for the lands falling within each major classification. The
APSLMP classifies and identifies the lands which are the subject of this UMP as the Blue
Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area.

The APSLMP sets forth guidelines for such matters as: structures and improvements;
ranger stations; the use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft; roads, jeep
trails and State truck trails; flora and fauna; recreation use and overuse; boundary
structures and improvements and boundary markings.

Executive Law §816 requires the Department to develop, in consultation with the APA,
individual UMPs for each unit of land under the Department’s jurisdiction which is
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classified in one of the nine classifications set forth in the APSLMP. The UMPs must
conform to the guidelines and criteria set forth in the APSLMP. Thus, UMPs implement
and apply the APSLMP’s general guidelines for particular areas of land within the
Adirondack Park.

Executive Law §816(1) provides in part that “(u)ntil amended, the master plan for
management of state lands and the individual management plans shall guide the
development and management of state lands in the Adirondack Park.”
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Figure 1. Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area Location
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Section 1 – Introduction

Planning Area Overview 
The 47,177-acre Blue Ridge Wilderness (BRW) and the 235-acre Wakely Mountain
Primitive Area (WMPA) are located near the center of the Adirondack Park, in Hamilton
County, near the hamlets of Raquette Lake, Blue Mountain Lake, and Indian Lake. The
Blue Ridge Wilderness lies within the Towns of Arietta (16,612 acres), Long Lake (1,431
acres), Indian Lake (22,296 acres), and Lake Pleasant (6,838 acres). On June 3, 1925, the
Village of Speculator was incorporated using the same boundaries as School District No.
3 of the Town of Lake Pleasant, Hamilton County. A satellite portion of School District
No. 3, now the Village of Speculator, is wholly contained within the Blue Ridge
Wilderness in the Town of Lake Pleasant’s portion of Township 6 of the Totten and
Crossfield Purchase of 1771. This portion of the Village of Speculator comprises
approximately 4,600 acres. The Wakely Mountain Primitive Area lies within the Town of
Lake Pleasant in Township 7 of the Totten and Crossfield Purchase and is not within the
incorporated Village of Speculator. The combined BRW and WMPA units total
approximately 47,412 acres. The State of New York annually pays full property taxes to
Hamilton County, the Towns of Arietta, Long Lake, Indian Lake, and Lake Pleasant and
the Village of Speculator, as well as full school taxes to the local school districts.

The UMP for the BRW and WMPA does not include the Lake Durant or Golden Beach
Campgrounds. Separate UMPs will be completed for them. It does address the
conservation easement on lands south of Eagle and Utowana Lakes, as well as a small
unclassified Forest Preserve parcel near the Cascade Pond trailhead.

The northern boundary of the BRW is roughly defined by Lake Durant, the Lake Durant
Campground, a mixture of private lands and the State rights-of-way along Route 28 from
the South Inlet of Raquette Lake to Cedar River Road (Hamilton County Road 12.) This
section of Route 28 is part of the Central Adirondack Trail, one of the legislatively
designated system of Adirondack scenic byways. The BRW is bounded to the west and
south by the Moose River Plains Wild Forest, Camp Sagamore, and Kamp Kill Kare. The
BRW is further bounded to the east by Cedar River Road and private parcels along Cedar
River Road. The two prominent features of these Forest Preserve units are the Blue Ridge
and Wakely Mountain. Both landforms are oriented east-northeast with a local relief of
approximately 1,500 feet. The 3,744-foot Wakely Mountain summit is part of the divide
between the Great Lakes and the Hudson River watersheds and is the highest point in the
Black River watershed, including the South Branch of the Moose River. The Wakely
Mountain Primitive Area, which encompasses 235 acres, was created to accommodate
the Wakely Mountain fire tower and associated structures. The Wakely Mountain
Primitive Area is not well defined except to say that the southwestern and southeastern
boundaries are former boundaries of lands gifted to the State of New York by Finch,
Pruyn and Company. The boundaries became interior lines when the State acquired the
remainder of Township 7 from International Paper Company in 1988.

The forest cover of the BRW and WMPA consists of typical mixed hardwood and
softwood types with the higher elevations predominantly covered with red spruce and
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balsam fir. Most of the area of old growth spruce and hemlock in the western half of the
BRW was strongly affected by the 1950 blowdown. A substantial area was also affected,
though much less severely, by the 1995 blowdown. The BRW is easily accessible along
most of its perimeter. A portion of the Northville-Lake Placid Trail runs from the south
boundary northward to the vicinity of Stephens Pond and Lake Durant. Campers from the
Lake Durant Campground make use of the trails in that vicinity, while the chief use of the
foot trail to Wilson Pond appears to be by anglers, hunters and summer visitors to the
community of Blue Mountain Lake. With the exception of Sprague Pond and Wakely
Mountain along the south boundary of this area, there appears to be little public use from
that direction. The trail to Sawyer Mountain is a popular short hike near the east end of
the unit, and unmarked trails near Great Camp Sagamore on the unit’s west end are used
by Sagamore guests and the public, especially the trail around Sagamore Lake.
According to the APSLMP, approximately 5.5 miles of jeep trails and 5.5 miles of
snowmobile trails were closed when the APSLMP was adopted in 1972. A modest
stream-gauging station was placed in 1978 at the confluence of the East Inlet and Lost
Brook on the former Sagamore property, now part of the BRW. This facility has since
been removed.

Unit Geographic Information
The BRW lies within Townships 6, 7, 17, 19, 33, and 34 of the Totten and Crossfield
Purchase of 1771 (Figure 2). Within these Townships, the following lots, or portions
thereof, are included in the BRW with years of acquisition in parentheses.

Township 6: Lots1 and 2 (1897), 
 4-36 (1897), 

38-40 (1897), (there is no lot 41), 
42 - 55 (1897), 
56-57 (1897 and 1975), 
58 and 59 (1897), 
60 and 61 (1897 and 1975), 
62 and 63 (1897), 
64 and 65 (1975), 
66-68 (1897 and 1975), 
69 (1975), 
70 and 71 (1897), 
72 (1975), (there is no lot 73,) and 
74 (1897 and 1975);

Township 7: Wakely Mountain gift lands(1959), 
NW 1/4 in Town of Arietta(1986), and
N ½ in Town of Lake Pleasant (1988);
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Figure 2. Townships and Great Lots In and Around the Blue Ridge Wilderness
and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area

Township 17: Lots 6 and 7 (1900), 
8 (1907), 
9-11 (1900), 
12 and 13 (1960), 
18-24 (1900), 
32-37 (1900), and 
45-48 (1900);

Township 19: Lots 11 and 12 (1906 and 1908);

Township 33: Lots 1-4 and 21-27 (1877, 1881, 1885, 1900, 1905), 
28 (1881, 1885, 1900, 1905), and 
gift lands in the western corner of Township 33 (Metcalf
Mountain, Sugarloaf Mountain, and Round Top) (1955); and
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Township 34: Unalloted State lands south of NY Route 28 except the 100-acre
Durant Lot (1905 , 1906, and 1910);
Durant Lot (1963).

A more specific description of the BRW boundary, compiled from the Department’s
Adirondack Land Map and the APA Land Classification map, follows:

Beginning in Lot 43 of Township 6, T&CP, at the intersection of the eastern shore of the
South Inlet of Raquette Lake and the south side of New York State Route 28 right-of-
way, the BRW boundary progresses easterly 3.5 miles along the south side of the Route
28 right-of-way, through Lots 43, 42, 34, 35 and 36 to the boundary between Lots 36 and
37 of Township 6, thence following the south side of Lot 37, Township 6. Leaving
Township 6 and entering Township 34 at the Marion River Carry Lot, the BRW
boundary follows the south and east sides of the Marion River Carry Lot and then
proceeds easterly 0.35 miles along the south side of the Route 28 right-of-way, thence
leaving the right-of-way and bordering private lands of the Eagle Nest Corporation lands,
the former Prospect House including Crystal Lake, and other private lands to a point on
the north shore of Lake Durant, thence westerly along the north shore of Lake Durant to
the foot bridge separating Lake Durant and Rock Pond, thence crossing the foot bridge to
the south shore of Lake Durant, thence easterly along the south shore of Lake Durant to
the Lake Durant Campground, thence two miles around the western, southern, and
eastern boundaries of the 276-acre Lake Durant Campground to the southern side of the
New York State Routes 28 and 30 right-of-way in Lot 11 of Township 19. From Lot 11
of Township 19, the BRW boundary continues east one mile along the Routes 28 and 30
right-of-way to Lots 26 and 25 (private land) of Township 17 to Lot 24. From Lot 24 of
Township 17 the BRW boundary proceeds east 3.5 miles southeast along Routes 28 and
30 right-of-way through Lots 24, 37, 36, 35, 48, 47, 46, and 45 to Lots 44 and 31 (private
land), thence 0.9 miles southwest and then 0.3 miles southeast around Lots 44 and 31 to
the Hamilton County Road 12 (Cedar River Road) right-of-way, thence 1.75 miles
westerly along the north side of Cedar River Road right-of-way to lots 18, 19, 6 and 7 to
the boundary between Townships 17 and 33. Following the northeast side of Lots 6 and 5
and the northwest side of Lots 5 and 20 in Township 33, the BRW boundary returns to
the north side of Cedar River Road right-of-way and proceeds west 0.8 miles through
Lots 28 and 27 where the BRW boundary leaves Cedar River Road and proceeds
northwest along lot lines to the boundary between Townships 34 and 33, thence
southwesterly to the western corner of Lot 96 of Township 33, thence following the south
side of gift lands in the western corner of Township 33, thence along the southwest side
of Township 33 to the Cedar River Road. Then the BRW boundary enters Township 7
along the north side of Cedar River Road right-of-way, thence 0.6 miles southwest along
the north side of Cedar River Road right-of-way to an old logging road system that skirts
a bowl at the base of Metcalf Mountain and joins the Wakely Mountain trail, thence
along the Wakely Mountain trail to an elevation of approximately 3,240 feet, thence
counterclockwise around the WMPA to the southernmost tip of the WMPA, thence along
what might be an old logging road that goes to a wetland at the headwaters of Cellar
Brook, thence southwest down Cellar Brook, including the northwest shore of Cellar
Pond, to the boundary between Townships 4 and 7, T&CP, thence northwesterly along
the boundary between Townships 4 and 7 and Townships 4 and 6 to the private lands of
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Kamp Kill Kare in Lot 3 of Township 6, thence northeasterly along the boundary
between Lots 2 and 3 of Township 6, T&CP to the lot corner common to Lots 2, 3, 4, and
5 of Township 6, T&CP, thence northwesterly along the boundary between Lots 3 and 4
of Township 6, T&CP, to the lot corner common to Lots 3, 4, 62, and 63 of Township 6,
T&CP, thence northwesterly along the boundary between Lots 62 and 63 of Township 6,
T&CP, to the lot corner common to Lots 61, 62, 63, and 64 of Township 6, T&CP,
thence southwesterly on the boundary separating Lots 63 and 64 and Lots 69 and 70 of
Township 6, T&CP, to a dirt road in Lots 69 and 70, thence westerly along the dirt road
to the Sagamore Institute property, in Lot 72 of Township 6, T&CP, thence northeasterly
along the southeastern property line of the Sagamore Institute to the high water mark on
Sagamore Lake, thence northwesterly along the high water mark of Sagamore Lake to the
Sagamore Lake outlet (also known as the Raquette Lake South Inlet), thence
southwesterly down the middle of South Inlet to Sagamore Road, thence northwesterly in
Lot 68 along the northeast side of Sagamore Road to a second crossing of South Inlet,
thence northwesterly across the second crossing of South Inlet and along the northeast
side of Sagamore Road to a point 0.13 miles from the bridge that is an old Camp
Sagamore property corner in Lot 67, thence northeasterly 0.53 miles through Lots 74 and
68 along an old Camp Sagamore property line to an old Camp Sagamore property corner
in Lot 68, thence northwesterly 0.58 miles along an old Camp Sagamore property line to
an old Camp Sagamore property corner in Lot 67, thence northeasterly 0.45 miles along
an old Camp Sagamore property line to the eastern shore of South Inlet in Lot 59, thence
along the eastern shore of South Inlet to the south side of the Route 28 right-of-way, the
place of beginning.

The lands of the WMPA, located in the northern quarter of Township 7, were acquired in
1959 as part of a gift from Finch, Pruyn and Company for forestry purposes. According
to the APSLMP, the WMPA “consists of the State land south of the Wakely Mountain
Trail.” This description was made before the State acquired the large tract south of the
WMPA that is now a part of the MRPWF. It is problematic, in that it does not include the
helipad, which is north of the trail. The official APA map of the area reflects a boundary
intended to circumscribe all the structures in the primitive area. The shape of the WMPA
resembles a triangle with a bowed hypotenuse. The southwestern boundary line is the last
3,000 feet of an old 4,290-foot boundary that separated the forestry gift land to the north
from the lands of International Paper Company to the south. The old boundary line
between the forestry gift land continues from the end of the 4,290-foot line and starts a
new line that continues northeast 6,600 feet before tuning north. The first 4,762.35 feet of
this second line is the southeastern boundary of the WMPA. The 3,000-foot southwestern
boundary and the 4,762-foot southeastern boundary are connected by a 5,936.24-foot arc
with a 5,280-foot (one mile) radius that forms the curved northern boundary of the
WMPA. The one-mile radius of the northern boundary is a 2,280-foot southeasterly
extension of the WMPA’s 3,000-foot southwestern boundary (3,000 feet + 2,280 feet =
5,280 feet = 1 mile.) By calculation, these dimensions enclose 235.14 acres, in contrast to
the area of 120 acres given in the APSLMP.
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Figure 3. General Location of the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain
Primitive Area

General Location
The BRW is located within the towns of Indian Lake, Long Lake, Arietta and Lake
Pleasant and the village of Speculator in Hamilton County. It is roughly bounded by
Route 28 between the hamlets of Indian Lake and Raquette Lake on the north, Cedar
River Road on the south, and Sagamore Road and the lands of Camp Sagamore and
Kamp Kill Kare on the west. The WMPA surrounds the fire tower, observer cabin and
helipad on the summit of Wakely Mountain (Figure 3).

The Sargent Ponds Wild Forest (SPWF) is immediately northwest of the BRW and the
Blue Mountain Wild Forest (BMWF) is immediately northeast. Cedar River Road is the
boundary between the BRW and small parts of the Jessup River Wild Forest (JRWF)
south of Sprague Pond and Sawyer Mountain. The northeastern arm of the West Canada
Lake Wilderness (WCLW) is within one-tenth mile of the BRW at a point along Cedar
River Road where the road crosses the boundary between the Towns of Lake Pleasant
and Indian Lake. The BRW shares most of its western boundary and about the western
third of its southern boundary with the Moose River Plains Wild Forest (MRPWF).
Lands of the MRPWF form part of the southern border of the WMPA. Finch, Pruyn and



Section 1 – Introduction

Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
Unit Management Plan - August 2006 11

Company owns over 15,000 acres in five parcels located in and around the Cedar River
Road community. The BRW shares much of its southern boundary with these lands.

Acreage
Because detailed surveys are not available for most of the lands of the BRW, acreage
figures have been obtained in different ways, and figures differ. According to the 2001
update of the APSLMP, the BRW has an area of 45,736 acres, and the WMPA
comprises120 acres. The area of the BRW calculated from APA’s digital land use
coverage is 47,177 acres (including water bodies). The calculated perimeter is 57.99
miles. The area of the WMPA calculated from the same source is 225 acres, and the
calculated perimeter is 2.69 miles. Using boundaries described by APA staff, the area of
the WMPA is 235.14 acres, and the perimeter is 13,698.6 feet or 2.59 miles. Since the
digital land use coverage is updated as mapping errors are discovered, these values for
the BRW and WMPA may have changed. For planning purposes, the figure of 47,177
acres, derived from the APA digital coverage, will be used for the BRW. For the WMPA,
the figure of 235 acres, calculated from the APA boundary description, will be used.

General Access
Public access to the BRW and WMPA generally is very good. The unit is accessible from
public roads, trailheads associated with marked and unmarked trails, trail and road
easements and navigable water. 

Stretches of Routes 28 and 28/30, Cedar River Road, and Sagamore Road are adjacent to
the BRW at a number places. In total, approximately 14 miles of the boundary of the
BRW is adjacent to public highways. In addition to trailheads, occasional pulloffs along
these roads can accommodate the parking of motor vehicles and afford trailless access to
the interior. The road to private lands surrounding Lake Kora is the boundary between
the BRW and the MRPWF for about a mile beyond the gate. Measures should be taken to
inform the public that the road is open to public foot travel for access to State lands
beyond the gate.

There are five designated trailheads that provide access to the BRW and WMPA (Figure
4):

1. The Wakely Mountain trail starts from an unpaved parking lot on the west side of
Cedar River Road, approximately 11.8 miles west of its junction with State Route
28/30, which is about 1.5 miles west of the hamlet of Indian Lake. The trail proceeds
3.0 miles west through the MRPWF to the WMPA (the WMPA boundary is not
marked) and the Wakely Mountain fire tower at the summit.

2. The Northville-Lake Placid Trail crosses the BRW. Coming from the north, the trail
starts on the south side of Route 28/30, 2.6 miles east of the junction of Routes 28
and 30 in the hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake. There are paved parking lots on both
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sides of the Route 28/30 right-of-way that can accommodate 15 to 20 cars. From the
parking area the trail proceeds southeast 0.2 miles along old Route 30 through the Blue
Mountain Wild Forest to the Lake Durant Campground. It continues 0.3 miles south over
campground roads to a State truck trail. The truck trail proceeds west another 0.3 miles to
a junction with a foot path. The foot path leads west another 0.1 miles to a trail register
on the Northville-Lake Placid Trail. The trail proceeds west another 0.3 miles to the
BRW boundary, which is not marked. From the boundary the trail proceeds south to
Stephens Pond and on toward the former McCane’s Resort. The trail passes through
private lands for 0.8 miles and emerges onto Cedar River Road approximately 5.4 miles
west of its junction with Route 28/30. The new owner of the former McCane’s Resort
allows only through hikers to cross his land, and only until the trail is relocated. Because
parking is not available, the former McCane’s Resort is not a designated trailhead.

3. The Sawyer Mountain trail leaves Route 28/30 2.2 miles west of its intersection with
Cedar River Road, 6.0 miles east of the intersection of Routes 28 and 30 in Blue
Mountain Lake. The trail goes 1.1 miles to an overlook on Sawyer Mountain. The
paved parking area on the shoulder of Route 28 can accommodate seven cars.

4. The Cascade Pond trail begins in the hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake on an unpaved
road near the western end of Lake Durant. The unpaved road is reached by following

Figure 4. Access Points to the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain
Primitive Area
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Hamilton County Road 19, or Durant Road, a one-mile-long, paved residential road,
crossing from Route 28 to Route 28/30. Two-tenths mile from the eastern terminus
of Durant Road the narrow, unpaved road with a Department sign leads 0.1 mile to
the Cascade Pond trailhead. From the trailhead, the Cascade Pond trail leads 100
yards west to the BRW boundary, which is not marked. (The first section of the trail
is within a part of an unclassified Forest Preserve parcel recommended for inclusion
in the BRW.) The trail to he pond is 2.7 miles long. The parking area, large enough
for three cars, is muddy and not well defined.

5. The Wilson Pond trail starts from Route 28 at a point 2.7 miles west of the junction
of Routes 28 and 30 in the hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake. It leads southeast 0.2
miles by deeded easement over private land to the BRW boundary, which is marked.
The trail continues 2.7 miles to Wilson Pond, for a total trail length of 2.9 miles.
Parking is provided on a wide, unpaved shoulder of the Route 28 right-of-way. The
parking area is muddy at some times of the year and wide enough for about six cars. 

A number of unmarked trails also afford access to the BRW. The 0.4-mile trail to
Sprague Pond begins on Cedar River Road about 4.3 miles west of its intersection with
Route 28/30. A pulloff on the south side of Route 28 about 8.3 miles west of the
intersection of Routes 28 and 30 in the hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake serves the 2.5-mile
trail to Slim Pond. A number of former Great Camp Sagamore carriage roads are
accessible from Sagamore Road.

A deeded easement on a forest road across Finch, Pruyn and Company lands affords
access to forestry gift lands in the Blue Ridge Wilderness in the western corner of
Township 33, T&CP. The easement starts on Cedar River Road at approximately 9.1
miles west of its eastern terminus at Route 28/30 and progresses westerly 2,066 feet to
the BRW and the base of Metcalf Mountain. There is no designated parking area
associated with this easement, either along the Cedar River Road right-of-way, along the
easement, or within the Blue Ridge Wilderness. This easement at one time provided the
only access to the BRW in the western corner of Township 33, T&CP, but additional
access was provided farther west on Cedar River Road when the remainder of the
adjacent Township 7, T&CP was added to the Forest Preserve in 1988.

The BRW is accessible from the navigable waters of South Inlet. Motorboats may travel
from Raquette Lake up South Inlet, the southeastern shore of which forms the boundary
of the BRW. Canoes, kayaks and other small boats may be hand-launched into South
Inlet from a waterway access site on the south side of Route 28. It is possible for small
vessels, both motorized and nonmotorized, to travel to a landing area, from which people
walk to a series of attractive cascades historically referred to as South Inlet Falls. The
landing area is approximately 500 to 1,000 feet on the wilderness side of the point where
the old lot line that separates the BRW from the MRPWF crosses South Inlet. There is no
regulation prohibiting motorboat use or limiting speed on South Inlet, except the general
regulation limiting speed to five miles per hour within 100 feet of shore. The MRPWF
UMP contains a proposal to adopt a regulation designating South Inlet as a no-wake
zone.
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The public may launch boats into Raquette Lake from the town launch in the hamlet of
Raquette Lake and from several private marinas. Small boats may be launched at the
Golden Beach Campground. On the west shore of Sagamore Lake, the public may hand-
launch small nonmotorized boats from a waterway access site and paddle some distance
up East Inlet. Water access to the BRW is also possible from the south shore of Lake
Durant. Boats have access to Lake Durant from the Lake Durant Campground boat
launch. Small boats may also be hand-launched from the Cascade Pond trailhead access
road, which leads to the Lake Durant shoreline. Starting 0.25 miles west of the
Northville-Lake Placid trailhead on Route 28/30, a 0.8-mile segment of old Route
28–now a Town of Indian Lake highway–follows the shore of Lake Durant. Small boats
may be hand-launched from a number of points along the road.

Easements
Two easements in the Town of Indian Lake provide access to the BRW. A third easement
protects scenic resources adjacent to the BRW (Figure 5). In addition, there may be a foot
trail easement from Route 28 across private lands to lands of the BRW at some point east
of Crystal Lake.

The first easement is a right of ingress and egress attached to gift lands in the western
corner of Township 33, Totten and Crossfield Purchase (T&CP), granted by Finch, Pruyn
and Company to the People of the State of New York for forestry purposes. This gift was
recorded by the Hamilton County Clerk on December 27th, 1955: Book 102, pages 13-15.
Although the area of the acquisition was recorded as 809 acres, it was calculated to be
726 acres after the land was surveyed. The right of ingress and egress is a road of
undetermined width, starting at Cedar River Headquarters Road (now Cedar River Road)
at a point approximately 9.1 miles west of its eastern terminus at State Routes 28 and 30,
and progressing westerly 31.3 chains (2,066 feet) to the gift lands. The deeded road is
described in detail in the State of New York Conservation Department map 3896. The
right to repair and maintain the road was also granted. Finch, Pruyn and Company has
reserved the right to use the road in common with The People of the State of New York
for any and all purposes. Correspondence from Finch, Pruyn and Company to the
Department soon after the acquisition indicated that the purpose of the easement was
intended to include public recreational access. Additional public access to the gift lands
was provided when the State acquired adjacent lands in Township 7, T&CP, that border
Cedar River Road. 

The second easement is a trail, 16½ feet wide and 16.8 chains (1,109 feet) long for
passage between State Route 28 and the BRW across lands of Eagle Nest Corporation in
Township 34, T&CP. The easement was acquired by the State of New York from the
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Figure 5. Locations of Department Easements Adjacent to the Blue Ridge
Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area

Eagle Nest Corporation and the deed was recorded by the Hamilton County Clerk on
November 16th, 1964: Book 130, page 564. A 1902 map, titled “Map of Property of
Forest Park and Land Company in vicinity of Blue Mountain, Eagle and Utowana Lakes,
Totten and Crossfield Purchase, Townships 19 and 34, Hamilton Co., New York” made
by C. Muchlanbeck, is filed with the deed and contains a sketch of the easement across
Township 34's Small Lots 357, 358, 359, 360, 361, 362, and 363. Though at present the
trail to Wilson Pond is the only marked trail to which the easement route provides access,
Department correspondence of the time indicated that a primary purpose of the easement
was to reestablish the trail to Cascade Pond. The easement allows for travel by foot, skis,
snowshoes or horseback. The easement also allows access for teams and trucks to
construct, improve and maintain the trail, and the right to remove trees, stumps, rocks and
other materials which are deemed hazardous to the public in the use of the easement and
the further right to use any and all such materials in the construction, improvement and
maintenance of the trail and the further right to make minor changes in the location of the
trail as deemed necessary. The easement is not in use as described. Rather, a shorter trail
has been constructed across small lots 357 and 358. This shorter trail is in conformance
with the provisions of the easement.

The third easement is a scenic and conservation easement that prohibits new construction
and logging, but does not provide for public access to the BRW. This easement was
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acquired by the State of New York from the Eagle Nest Corporation and the deed was
recorded by the Hamilton County Clerk on February 6th, 1974: Book 162, page 249. A
map, titled “Map of Property of Forest Park and Land Company in vicinity of Blue
Mountain, Eagle and Utowana Lakes, Totten and Crossfield Purchase, Townships 19 and
34, Hamilton Co., New York made by C. Muchlanbeck, April 20, 1902” is filed with the
deed and identifies the small lots included in the easement. This easement consists of
three parcels totaling approximately 849 acres. The easement serves to protect the natural
forest character of the largest parcel, the 693-acre “Parcel No. 1,”which straddles Route
28 between the northern edge of the BRW and Utowana and Eagle Lakes. Parcels 2 and 3
are not adjacent to the BRW. The complete visual integrity of Parcel 1 is not guaranteed
because the rights for utility right-of-way developments, both above and below ground,
have been retained by the landowner. The easement prohibits public use on Parcel 1,
except for the use of bridle paths, if granted by the landowner. Most private uses are also
excluded, except for using and maintaining existing improvements, fuel wood cutting,
removal of hazardous trees, and “open space recreational use,” including the use of
recreational machines. Open space recreational use is not allowed by any parties on
Parcels 2 and 3, both of which may contain no improvements. This easement is revokable
if the land is condemned by eminent domain.

The deed to a private parcel surrounding Crystal Lake (Hamilton County liber 139, page
423) includes the provision that the land was granted “subject to a right-of-way 10 feet
wide along the easterly boundary line of Prospect Point, Inc. extending in a southerly
direction to lands of the State of New York, said right-of-way to be used as a foot trail
only, for access to and from lands o the State lf New York . . .” Research is needed to
determine the status and location of the trail right-of-way.

Deed Provisions
Finch, Pruyn and Company conveyed two large parcels, now within the BRW and
WMPA, as gifts to the State for forestry purposes. In 1955 the State took title to a 726-
acre parcel in Township 33 encompassing Sugarloaf and Roundtop Mountains and the
east end of Metcalf Mountain. In 1959 the State acquired a parcel of 1,173 acres in
Township 7 including Wakely Mountain and most of Metcalf Mountain. The deeds to
both parcels include the provision that they are given “for forestry purposes, in
accordance with the provisions of Subdivision 7 of Section 50 of the Conservation Law
of the State of New York.” This law, now §9-0105(6) of the ECL, provides that the
Department has the authority to:

“Receive and accept, in the name of the people of the State, by gift, devise, or
otherwise, the fee or other interest or estate therein of lands or timber or both,
for general conservation purposes, including but not limited to watershed
protection, forest management, production of timber or other forest products,
silviculture, forest and outdoor recreation and kindred purposes.”

In 2001 Finch Pruyn and Company sued the Department for the return of certain parcels
within the Adirondack Park given by the company for forestry purposes in 1955, 1956
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and 1962. The 1955 gift mentioned in the petition included the parcels within the BRW
and WMPA. The company contended that the Department had violated the deed
conditions by not actively managing the lands for forestry purposes which included,
according to the company’s interpretation, the harvesting of timber. The company further
alleged that the lands had been improperly designated as Forest Preserve lands, on which
the harvesting of timber is not permitted. 

In 2002 the New York State Supreme Court ruled in agreement with the Department’s
assertions that the gift lands were classified in the APSLMP when it was adopted in
1972, and that the statute of limitations for challenging the applicability of that document
to the management of the gift lands had long ago expired. The court also found that no
language in the 1955 and 1956 deeds indicated that those lands were not intended to be
added to the Forest Preserve, and no language in any of the deeds suggested that the
State’s ownership of the lands would terminate automatically upon the violation of deed
provisions. 

All lands within the BRW and WMPA will continue to be managed as Forest Preserve
lands in accordance with the wilderness and primitive area guidelines of the APSLMP.

Agreements
From Route 28 south to a point about 100 feet north of the northern bridge over South
Inlet, Sagamore Road is a town highway maintained by the Town of Long Lake. The
town highway ends at the point where formerly a gate allowed entry only to the owners
and guests of Camp Sagamore, Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill Kare. From that point south
the road crosses Forest Preserve lands within the MRPWF, serving as the right-of-way to
private lands near Sagamore Lake, Lake Kora and Mohegan Lake. The road also provides
public access to Forest Preserve lands within the MRPWF and BRW. On October 28,
1977 the Department entered into a maintenance agreement with the owners of private
lands served by the road. The agreement specifies the responsibilities of each party with
regard to the maintenance of the road and the two bridges over South Inlet, and provides
that all signs bordering the roads are subject to Department approval. An August 2, 1997
agreement between the Department and Sagamore Institute of the Adirondacks, Inc.,
which mainly concerns ownership and maintenance responsibilities for the three bridges
on the roads between the end of the town highway and Camp Sagamore, includes a
provision for sharing the maintenance of the road from the end of the town highway to
the southernmost bridge over Sagamore Outlet, as well as the large parking area across
from Sagamore. It makes no mention of the road south of that point. Once the MRPWF
and BRW UMPs are adopted, these agreements should be consolidated and updated to
include new property owners and to reflect UMP provisions related to road and bridge
maintenance responsibilities, the gating of the roads leading to Mohegan Lake and Lake
Kora and other appropriate matters.

In 1979 the Department entered into an agreement with the National Humanistic
Education Center, Inc., the organization that owned Great Camp Sagamore and the lands
surrounding Sagamore Lake before the State acquired most of those lands in 1975. Both



Section 1 – Introduction

Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
Unit Management Plan - August 200618

parties agreed not to use or allow the use of mechanically propelled vessels and aircraft
on the lake. Subsequently the Department adopted a regulation prohibiting the use of
mechanically propelled vessels and aircraft. 

General History
Most of the Blue Ridge Wilderness was at one time owned or controlled by W. W.
Durant, an Adirondack developer active from the mid-1870s through 1904. Former
Durant lands include Townships 6, 19, 33 and 34 in the Totten and Crossfield Purchase.

1771 Joseph Totten and Stephen Crossfield, as agents of Edward and Ebenezer
Jessup, purchase for King George III of Great Britain, the rights to 1.15
million acres in the central Adirondacks from the Mohawk Nation.

1779 Ownership of the Totten and Crossfield Purchase passes from the Crown of
Great Britain to the newly designated State of New York. The State
proceeds to dispose of its lands for settlement.

1849 Logging starts in and around the future Blue Ridge Wilderness.

1849 Winter road constructed from Cedar River Road past Stephens and Cascade
Ponds to Eagle Lake. 

1863 Lumberman James Ordway logs lands in Township 34.

1877-1905 State of New York acquires Lots 1-4 and 21-28 in Township 33, T&CP.

1888 William West Durant purchases Township 34, TC&P, from James Ordway.

1888  Durant purchases Township 6, TC&P, from Marshall Shedd.

1985-1901 Durant utilizes trees from Township 34 for his building projects.

1897  State of New York acquires most of Township 6 from Durant, with the
exception of lands retained for Great Camp Sagamore, Kamp Kill Kare, and
Lots 37, 50, 51, and 58.

1897  Durant sells Lake Tuscarora (a.k.a. Sumner Lake or Fonda Lake), now Lake
Kora, and the surrounding estate to Lieutenant Governor Timothy L.
Woodruff, who constructed Kamp Kill Kare.

1900-1907 State of New York acquires lands in Township 17, T&CP.

1901  Durant’s Forest Park and Land Company sells Sagamore Lodge and the
surrounding estate to Alfred G. Vanderbilt.
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1901  Durant’s Forest Park and Land Company sells 34,153 acres to the Raquette
Falls Land company, headed by Patrick Moynehan, the lumberman.

1902  Durant’s Raquette Lake Transportation Company is sold to Dr. William
Seward Webb.

1904  Durant sells his remaining 3,494 acres to a group that formed the Eagle
Nest Corporation.

1905-1908 State of New York acquires lands in Township 19, T&CP.

1906  State of New York acquires most of Township 34 from Patrick Moynehan.
 
1911 First fire tower on Wakely Mountain is constructed of wood.

1916 Steel fire tower is erected on Wakely Mountain.

1925 The Village of Speculator is incorporated on June 3, including
approximately 4,600 acres of Forest Preserve in Township 6, Totten and
Crossfield Purchase, now entirely within the BRW. 

1950  The Great Appalachian Windstorm affects 16,000 acres (33 percent) of the
BRW on November 24 and 25. A combined one-quarter of the BRW has
between 50 and 100 percent of the tree cover blown down. 

1955  State of New York acquires forestry gift lands from Finch, Pruyn and
Company in the western corner of Township 33 (Metcalf Mountain,
Sugarloaf Mountain and Round Top).

1953, 1954 Great Camp Sagamore is donated to Syracuse University.

1959  State of New York acquires Wakely Mountain gift lands from Finch, Pruyn
and Company.

1963  State of New York acquires the Durant Lot, a 100-acre private parcel west
of Lake Durant.

1972  First Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan is adopted, designating the
Blue Ridge Wilderness and the Wakely Mountain Primitive Area.

1975  Syracuse University sells 1,517 acres of the estate of Great Camp Sagamore
to the State of New York. The National Humanistic Education Center, later
renamed the Sagamore Institute, purchases the remaining 7.71 acres of
Great Camp Sagamore, including the main buildings but excluding eleven
buildings existing on the State’s newly-acquired lands.
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1983  Article XIV of the New York State Constitution amended to transfer 10.9
acres of Forest Preserve land containing eleven Great Camp Sagamore
buildings to the Sagamore Institute in exchange for 200 acres that the
Sagamore Institute owned.

1986  State of New York acquires 1,220 acres in the northwest corner of
Township 7.

1988  State of New York acquires the remainder of Township 7.

1995  July 15, 1995 Northeastern US Derecho (in-line windstorm) affects more
than 15,000 acres of the BRW.

2000 The lands and buildings of Great Camp Sagamore are designated a National
Historic Landmark.

2003 The Wakely Mountain fire tower is listed on the New York State and
National Registers of Historic Places
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   Section 2 – Inventory of Resources and
Human Influences

Natural Resources 

This section contains information obtained from a variety of sources. To supplement the
Department’s ability to compile and organize the natural resource inventories for this and
other UMPs, and to assist planners in analyzing resource information in the development
of management proposals, the Department entered into an agreement with the UMP-GIS
Consortium, a partnership of university, government, and non-profit organizations led by
researchers at the Adirondack Ecological Center of SUNY College of Environmental
Science and Forestry. The consortium has four objectives:

• Assemble the GIS database. Establish a collection of data layers from diverse
sources. 

• Provide interpretation and analysis. Offer GIS, statistical and ecological expertise. 
• Maintain a data library for future users. Ensure high-quality, well-documented,

consistent data that is compatible with existing DEC databases and flexible for
inclusion of data in the future. Provide data documentation (metadata) including the
description, age, scale, and original creator of the data. 

• Provide technical support to DEC planners. Enable the planners to focus on planning
rather than the finer points of using GIS software. 

Staff of the Adirondack Ecological Center assisted in the development of this UMP by
providing a map of potential spruce grouse habitat based on a model developed by APA
(Figure 9) and a map showing the extent of the Adirondack Subalpine Forest Bird
Conservation Area (Figure 10). They also developed a map of historical deer wintering
areas and potential wintering habitat (Figure 11) and helped with the analysis of the
potential impacts of trail proposals on wintering deer. They conducted a least cost path
analysis of Northville-Lake Placid Trail alternatives and prepared a map (Appendix 20,
Map 4), as well as a map of invasive species occurrences (Appendix 20, Map 3).

PHYSICAL

Geology

The BRW and WMPA are underlain mainly with metamorphic bedrock with
metasedimentary limestone found in Cedar River and Rock River drainages on the
northern and eastern periphery of the BRW. Metaplutonic intrusions have been mapped
on the south side of Wakely and Metcalf Mountains. Exposed rock, which is found in 12
percent of the planning area, may generally be found on the summits, shoulders and
escarpments of the prominent ridges in the BRW and WMPA. The remainder of the
BRW and WMPA units are covered in alluvium in Cedar River and Rock River
drainages (four percent), kames and eskers along the South Inlet drainage (one percent),
glacial inwash in saddled uplands above the Cedar River watershed (four percent),
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lacustrine sand in the Rock River drainage(one percent), glacial outwash on the eastern
end of Raquette Lake (one percent), peat along the South Inlet shoreline (one percent),
and glacial till (75 percent) from 0 to 50 meters thick. Water covers one percent of the
BRW and WMPA units (NYS Museum/NYS Geological Survey 2000.)

Glacial features, such as basal till or ground moraine, eskers, kames, outwash plains, and
inwash are the result of repeated advances and recessions of the Laurentide Ice Sheet and
of local alpine glaciers during the Pleistocene Epoch. Active continental glaciation
ceased in the Adirondacks approximately 11,000 years ago, although remnant ice blocks
may have continued to melt long after they were separated from the active lobes (NYS
Museum/NYS Geological Survey 1991.) 

Soils

Soils information for the BRW and WMPA were acquired from the USDA Soil
Conservation Service’s 1:62,500 scale map, General Soils of the Adirondack Park, which
was digitized in 1983 by Applied GIS, Inc. for the Adirondack Park Agency. The
following information was derived from this digital map using ArcView version 3.3
(1996 Environmental Systems Research Institute). 

The soil conditions in the BRW and WMPA units are predominantly influenced by
terrain and surficial geology. Soils are shallowest on summits and slope shoulders and
deepest on toeslopes and valley bottoms. Soil drainage mirrors soil depth with the more
easily drained soils occurring on summits and slope shoulders and more restricted
drainage occurring in valley bottoms. Tree growth is optimal in deeper soils on toeslopes
and midslopes, but poor in shallow soils on summits and shoulders. Tree growth is also
poor in poorly drained soils in valley bottoms where root growth is restricted due to a
high water table. Soil mapping for the area is relatively consistent with the surficial
geology map. Soils in the BRW and WMPA formed mainly in glacial till (75 percent).
Glacial till is locally unsorted with particle sizes ranging from clay particles less than 2
microns to boulders that are 20 feet high. Basal till or ground moraine is the parent
material for approximately 54 percent of the BRW and WMPA units. Favorable tree
growth is associated with the occurrence of basal till, however tree growth in the BRW
and WMPA units is further refined by soil drainage with excessively drained soils and
poorly drained soils hampering tree growth. Other till deposits cover 21 percent of the
BRW and WMPA units and are relatively shallow over bedrock. Ten percent of the soils
in the BRW and WMPA formed in glacial meltwater features such as outwash plains,
kames, eskers, and inwash. These soils are sorted into coarser sand and gravel sized
particles and drain quickly when not influenced by a high or perched water table. One
percent of the soils in the BRW and WMPA units were formed in peat where tree growth
is generally slow. Twelve percent1 of the BRW and WMPA units is rock outcrop where
tree growth is generally slow or impossible. The remaining 2 percent of the BRW and
WMPA is covered in water where lacustrine sands provide a substrate for emergent
vegetation. (USDA Soil Conservation Service 1975.)
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A detailed Soils Report for Selected Areas in Hamilton County, New York was prepared
by the Soil Conservation Service in February 1982, but this report targets private lands.
The soils on Forest Preserve lands such as the BRW and WMPA were not mapped in this
report because they have been permanently removed from agricultural and silvicultural
commodities production. Extrapolation of soil map units from mapped areas onto Forest
Preserve lands is not recommended because the map units were developed based on data
collected for those units that were sampled, mainly in lowlands. The ranges of soil
properties of the mapped lowlands will differ greatly from the interior uplands of the
Forest Preserve. A new, detailed soil survey of Hamilton County has been completed and
mapped, but not published. Preliminary data for this soil survey is available as The
Classification and Correlation of the Soils of Hamilton County (USDA Soil Conservation
Service 1994.) More detailed soils information will be available for the BRW and
WMPA units once this new soil survey is published.

Terrain and Topography

The highest elevation in the BRW (Wakely Mountain is not in the BRW) is 3,598 feet at
a point 0.75 miles west of the Wakely Mountain summit (4842540 m North, 537888 m
East, UTM Zone 18N, 1983 North American Datum.) The BRW’s lowest elevation is at
approximately 1,675 feet on Cedar River Road where it meets the BRW, 0.4 miles west
of the junction of Cedar River Road with State Route 28/30 (4848129 m North, 555348
m East, UTM Zone 18N, 1983 North American Datum.) The highest elevation in the
WMPA is the Wakely Mountain summit at 3,744 feet (4842774 m North, 539072 m East,
UTM Zone 18N, 1983 North American Datum.). The lowest point in the WMPA is
approximately 2,855 feet in an unnamed drainage (4842824 m North, 539803 m East,
UTM Zone 18N, 1983 North American Datum.)

Points of interest in the BRW and WMPA include Wakely Mountain with its fire tower,
Blue Ridge, Sawyer Mountain, Stephens Pond, Sprague Pond, Cascade Pond, Slim Pond,
Bear Pond, Wilson Pond, Sagamore Lake, South Inlet and Death Brook Falls (Figure 6).
The BRW and WMPA are covered by the following USGS topographic quadrangles:

• 7.5' x 15' series (1:25,000 scale) - Indian Lake (1990), Wakely Mountain (1990),
Blue Mountain Lake (1989), Raquette Lake (1989);

• 15' x 15' series (1:62,500 scale) - Indian Lake (1902 and 1954), West Canada Lakes
(1903 and 1954), Blue Mountain (1903 and 1954), Raquette Lake (1903 and 1954);

• 30' x 60' series (1:100,000 scale) - Raquette Lake (1985); and

• 1E x 2E series (1:250,000 scale) - Utica (1962).
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Figure 6. Blue Ridge Wilderness Points of Interest

Water

RIVERS AND STREAMS

The BRW includes headwater portions of the Upper Hudson, Raquette and Black River
watersheds. Approximately 63 miles of primarily first and second order, cold water
streams are found within the unit. Many of these streams include sections of high
gradient (100+ feet/mile) and some may include barriers impassable to fish.

The Raquette River watershed portion of the BRW includes portions of South Creek (the
outlet stream for Sagamore Lake), Bear Brook, Lost Brook and Loon Brook. Headwater
streams which feed the Upper Hudson drainage in the BRW are tributaries to Lake
Durant and Cedar River. A few short sections of headwater tributaries to the South
Branch Moose River in the southwest corner of the BRW are part of the Black River
watershed.

Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers

None of the rivers and streams within the BRW and WMPA has been classified as a wild,
scenic or recreational river under the New York State Wild, Scenic and Recreational
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River System Act. However, parts of the BRW are within the river areas of designated
rivers flowing adjacent to or near the boundaries of the unit. It is assumed that State land
component of the river area for each of the river reaches listed in Table 1 comprises the
land within one-half mile of the high water mark on both sides of the river. A final
determination of the boundaries of the river areas of rivers flowing through State lands
will be made in the UMPs for the units through which the rivers flow.

Table 1. River Areas Within the Blue Ridge Wilderness
River Designation Parts of BRW 

Within River Area
Nonconforming Uses

Marion River Scenic Small areas on northern border
between Raquette Lake and
Utowana Lake

None

Rock River Recreational Area on northern border east of
Lake Durant

None

Rock River  Scenic Small area on northern border
east of Lake Durant

None

Cedar River Recreational Area on southern border south
of south shore of Sprague
Pond; area on southern border
south of Sawyer Mountain 

None

Cedar River Scenic Area on southern border from
Round Top Mountain south;
area on southern border
including Sugarloaf Mountain

None

 
LAKES AND PONDS

The BRW includes 22 lakes and ponds greater than one-half acre in size which have been
enumerated by the Department’s New York State Biological Survey Unit. The total
surface area of these waters is approximately 450 acres. Numerous smaller water bodies
are found in the unit, but most of these are shallow beaver ponds which are ephemeral in
nature. At 166 acres, Sagamore Lake is the largest water body in the BRW, although a
portion of its shoreline is privately owned. Other notable ponded waters include 65-acre
Stephens Pond, 59-acre Sprague Pond and 35-acre Cascade Pond. 

Appendix 4 lists the 22 ponded waters in the BRW and provides some geographical and
morphometric data and the fisheries management classification for each water (Table 1a).
Table 1b in Appendix 4 gives additional data pertaining to biological and/or chemical
survey data collected on 18 of the 22 waters in the BRW. Appendix 5 provides pond
narratives which reiterate some data in Appendix 4, but also include historic and
proposed management actions applicable to each water body. 
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Wetlands

Wetlands serve as an important water filtration and water retention mechanism in the
three watersheds that are straddled by the BRW and WMPA units. The high water tables
associated with wetlands serve to restrict root growth in plants and thus actually become
water-limiting environments for many upland plants. Hydrophytic plants, which
dominate wetlands, have adapted to these water-saturated environments, but are often
out-competed on the drier uplands, even though their potential growth might be greater in
better drained soils where root growth is not so restricted.

The watersheds served by these wetlands include the Hudson River, Black River and
Raquette River. These wetlands have been mapped according to the United States
Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service’s National Wetlands Inventory (NWI)
standards by Plattsburgh State University (Allen 2000). 

There are 5,345 acres of wetlands accounting for 11 percent of the Blue Ridge
Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area (Allen 2000). 52 percent of the mapped
wetland acreage is conifer forest, 11 percent is conifer shrub, 13 percent is evergreen
broad-leaved shrub, six percent is deciduous broad-leaved shrub, one percent is broad-
leaved deciduous forest, 11 percent is non-vegetated open water, and 6 percent is non-
woody emergent vegetation.

For a given area to be classified as wetland, either by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
or the NWI, it must meet minimum criteria for aerial extent, hydrology, plant species
composition and soil morphology. Many areas that function as wetlands may not meet
one or more of the four delineation criteria groups. For instance, a wetland may be too
small to be designated or mapped as a wetland. Many wetlands may not occur in obvious
locations such as perched wetlands found on steep slopes and watershed divides and may
be overlooked. On average, Hamilton County receives approximately 50 inches of
precipitation per year (USDA .) Coupled with a short growing and decaying season, there
is, in the absence of an active fire regime, the potential for large accumulations of organic
matter in all landscape positions. These organic accumulations, commonly found in
poorly drained lowland environments, serve to retain moisture to the extent that a
hydrologic regime, soil hydromorphic features and hydrophytic vegetation become
established. In fact, one of the reasons cited for the creation of a forest preserve was that
logging exposed too much of the forest’s decaying organic matter to sunlight, warmer
temperatures and oxidation. This landscape-wide alteration of what were perched
wetlands was blamed for decreased water retention in the landscape and subsequent
increased peak flows and reduced base flows in streams and rivers. Thus, the estimate of
wetlands occurring in 11 percent of the BRW and WMPA units may be conservative.

Climate

Climate data for the BRW and WMPA has been collected from a number of sources
including the USDA NRCS National Water and Climate Center. The BRW and WMPA
units are in USDA Hardiness Zones 3b and 4a for the western and eastern halves of the



Section 2 – Inventory of Resources and Human Influences

Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
Unit Management Plan - August 2006 27

Figure 7. Average Annual Precipitation in Inches in the Area Including the Blue
Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area, 1961-1990

planning area. Hardiness zone 3b has an average annual minimum temperature range of -
30EF to -35EF and hardiness zone 4a has an average annual minimum temperature range
of -25EF to -30EF (USDA 1990). The last spring frost occurs after May 30 and the first
fall frost occurs before September 10, resulting in a freeze-free season of less than 103
days. 

The average annual precipitation in the BRW and WMPA for the climatological period
1961 to1990 ranged from a low of 39 inches in the eastern end of the BRW near the
junction of Route 28/30 to 59 inches on Wakely and Metcalf Mountains (Figure 7, USDA

NRCS National Water and Climate Center, 2000.) The Blue Ridge and Wakely Mountain
exert a strong topographical influence on precipitation patterns resulting in the higher
elevations receiving between one and three inches more precipitation per month than the
lowest elevations on the western tip of the BRW. These differences result in an average
annual precipitation gradient of 12 inches over a two mile distance, one of the steepest in
New York State for the 30-year period. This spike in precipitation, with average annual
precipitation levels exceeding 57 inches per year, starts at the Blue Ridge summit and
extends generally south-southwest over 29 miles to Wakely Mountain (59 inches), Little
Moose Mountain (67 inches - the highest average annual precipitation in New York
State), Pillsbury Mountain (65 inches), T-Lake Mountain (61 inches) and the west end of
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Piseco Lake (57 inches.) The weighted annual average precipitation for the BRW and
WMPA units is 51 inches. By contrast, the weighted annual average precipitation is 43
inches for the High Peaks Wilderness and 55 inches for the West Canada Lake
Wilderness. The average monthly precipitation from 1961-1990 was 4.22 inches.
Average monthly precipitation increased from 3.00 inches in February to 5.14 inches
August and then decreased through February. January, February, March and April were
the driest months. 

On average, the BRW and WMPA receive 51 to 55 percent of available sunshine per
year. This results from an average of 2200 to2400 hours of sunshine occurring during 60
to75 clear days, 96 to100 partly cloudy days and 181 to 200 cloudy days. The BRW and
WMPA have an average of 21 to 25 freezing rain days per year. Average annual relative
humidity is 56 to 65 percent over most of the BRW and WMPA except on the Blue Ridge
and Wakely Mountain summits where it is 66 to 75 percent. On average, there is less than
12 hours per year when the air temperature in the BRW and WMPA is at or above 90EF.

Average annual wind speed in the BRW and WMPA is eight to nine miles per hour. Peak
gusts at or above 40 miles per hour occur an average of 21 to30 times a year and peak
gusts at or above 50 miles per hour occur an average of four times a year.

Air Quality and Acidic Deposition

The effects of various activities on the air quality of the BRW and WMPA have not been
specifically determined. An atmospheric monitoring station, located in a clearing near the
northwest corner of Sagamore Lake, was removed after the land was acquired from
Syracuse University in 1975 and reclassified as wilderness. 

Air quality in the Adirondack region is good to excellent, rated Class II (moderately well
controlled) by Federal and State standards. The region receives weather flowing south
from the Arctic Circle that tends to be cleaner than weather emanating from the west and
southwest. Summit visibility is often obscured by haze caused by air pollutants that
include a large number of small diameter particles. Air quality may be more affected by
particulate matter blown in from outside pollution sources rather than from activities
inside the Adirondack Park. The relative assimilation of outside pollutants commonly
referred to as “acid rain” is under investigation and study by staff at the New York State
Atmospheric Science Research Station located on Whiteface Mountain, along with other
researchers. The preeminence of Whiteface as a high mountain apart from the other High
Peaks, in the face of prevailing winds, with a long-term collection of weather research
data, makes it an outstanding outdoor research laboratory.

According to recent results of lake chemistry monitoring by the Department from 1992
through 1999, sulfates declined in 92 percent of a representative sample of lakes, selected
by the Adirondack Lakes Survey Corporation (ALSC), but nitrates increased in 48
percent of those lakes. While the decrease in sulfates is consistent with decreases in
sulfur emissions and deposition, the increase in nitrates is not consistent with the stable
levels of nitrogen emissions and deposition observed.
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Continued monitoring by collection and analysis of acid deposition will allow the
monitoring network to determine if improvements will continue as a result of the
reductions of SO2 and NO4 legislated in the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA).

EFFECTS OF ACIDIC DEPOSITION ON FOREST SYSTEMS

At present, the mortality and decline of red spruce at high elevations in the Northeast and
observed reductions in red spruce growth rates in the southern Appalachians are the only
cases of significant forest damage in the United States for which there is strong scientific
evidence that acid deposition is a primary cause (National Science and Technology
Council Committee on Environment and Natural Resources, 1998). The following
findings of the National Acid Precipitation Assessment Program (1998) provide a broad
overview of the effects of acidic deposition on the forests of the Adirondacks.

The interaction of acid deposition with natural stress factors has adverse effects on
certain forest ecosystems. These effects include:

• Increased mortality of red spruce in the mountains of the Northeast. This mortality is
due in part to exposure to acid cloud water, which has reduced the cold tolerance of
these red spruce, resulting in frequent winter injury and loss of foliage.

• Reduced growth and/or vitality of red spruce across the high-elevation portion of its
range.

• Decreased supplies of certain nutrients in soils to levels at or below those required
for healthy growth.

Nitrogen deposition, in addition to sulfur deposition, is now recognized as an important
contributor to declining forest ecosystem health both at low and at higher elevations.
Adverse effects occur through direct impacts via increased foliar susceptibility to winter
damage, foliar leaching, leaching of soil nutrients, elevation of soil aluminum levels,
and/or creation of nutrient imbalances. Excessive amounts of nitrogen cause negative
impacts on soil chemistry similar to those caused by sulfur deposition in certain sensitive
high-elevation ecosystems. 

SENSITIVE RECEPTORS

High-elevation spruce-fir ecosystems in the eastern United States epitomize sensitive soil
systems. Base cation stores are generally very low, and soils are near or past their
capacity to retain more sulfur or nitrogen. Deposited sulfur and nitrogen, therefore, pass
directly into soil water, which leaches soil aluminum and minimal amounts of calcium,
magnesium, and other base cations out of the root zone. The low availability of these
base cation nutrients, coupled with the high levels of aluminum that interfere with roots
taking up these nutrients can result in plants not having sufficient nutrients to maintain
good growth and health.
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Sugar maple decline has been studied in the eastern United States since the 1950s. One of
the recent studies suggests that the loss of crown vigor and incidence of tree death is
related to the low supply of calcium and magnesium to soil and foliage (Driscoll 2002).

Exposure to acidic clouds and acid deposition has reduced the cold tolerance of red
spruce in the Northeast, resulting in frequent winter injury. Repeated loss of foliage due
to winter injury has caused crown deterioration and contributed to high levels of red
spruce mortality in the Adirondack Mountains of New York, the Green Mountains of
Vermont, and the White Mountains of New Hampshire. 

Acid deposition has contributed to a regional decline in the availability of soil calcium
and other base cations in high-elevation and mid-elevation spruce-fir forests of New
York and New England and the southern Appalachians. The high-elevation spruce-fir
forests of the Adirondacks and northern New England are identified together as one of
the four areas nationwide with a sensitive ecosystem subject to high deposition rates.

EFFECTS OF ACIDIC DEPOSITION ON HYDROLOGIC SYSTEMS

New York's Adirondack Park is one of the most sensitive areas in the United States
affected by acidic deposition. The Park consists of over six million acres of forest, lakes,
streams and mountains interspersed with dozens of small communities with a large
seasonal population fluctuation. However, due to the geography and geology of the Park,
it is one of the most sensitive regions in the United States to acidic deposition and has
been impacted to such an extent that significant native fish populations have been lost
and signature high elevation forests have been damaged.

There are two types of acidification which affect lakes and streams. One is a year-round
condition when a lake is acidic all year long, referred to as chronically or critically acidic.
The other is seasonal or episodic acidification associated with spring melt and/or
rainstorm events. A lake is considered insensitive when it is not acidified during any time
of the year. Lakes with acid-neutralizing capability (ANC) values below 0
microequivalents per liter (μeq/L) are considered to be chronically acidic. Lakes with
ANC values between 0 and 50 μeq/L are considered susceptible to episodic acidification;
ANC may decrease below 0 μeq/L during high-flow conditions in these lakes. Lakes with
ANC values greater than 50 μeq/L are considered relatively insensitive to inputs of acidic
deposition (Driscoll et al. 2001). Watersheds which experience episodic acidification are
very common in the Adirondack Region. A 1995 EPA Report to Congress estimated that
70 percent of the target population lakes are at risk of episodic acidification at least once
during the year.

In addition to sensitive lakes, the Adirondack region includes thousands of miles of
streams and rivers which are also sensitive to acidic deposition. While it is difficult to
quantify the impact, it is certain that there are large numbers of Adirondack brooks that
will not support native Adirondack brook trout. Over half of these Adirondack streams
and rivers may be acidic during spring snowmelt, when high aluminum concentrations
and toxic water conditions adversely impact aquatic life. 
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MONITORING

From 1992 through 1999, sulfates declined in a majority of selected lakes by the ALSC,
but nitrate patterns were less clear with a few lakes improving and most lakes not
changing. The decrease in sulfates is consistent with decreases in sulfur emissions and
deposition, but the nitrate pattern is not explained by the unchanged levels of nitrogen
emissions and depositions of recent decades.

The ALSC surveyed six of the waters in this unit between 1984 and 1987 (see Appendix
4). Summaries of the data can be found on the ALSC website:
http://www.adirondacklakessurvey.org (see ALS Pond Information). Since that time the
Adirondack Long-Term Monitoring (LTM) program managed by the ALSC has been
sampling chemistry in 52 lakes across the Park on a monthly basis. Sagamore Lake is one
of these waters that is located within the boundaries of the BRW, and another–Raquette
Lake Reservoir–is just to the west of the unit. Annual summaries of 22 chemical
parameters are downloadable from the ALSC website.

BIOLOGICAL

Vegetation

GENERAL COVER TYPES

The BRW and WMPA are located within the Central Adirondacks ecological zone
(Reschke 1990). The units contain the following vegetative cover types (Figure 8): 

Sugar maple (21.5 percent); northern hardwoods with pine, hemlock, and spruce (26.1
percent); spruce-fir (43.2 percent); lowland coniferous (5.2 percent); northern white cedar
swamp (<0.1 percent); shrub swamp (0.5 percent); mixed wetland forest (<one percent);
white pine and red pine (<0.1 percent); old field/pasture (<0.1 percent); lowland
deciduous (<0.1 percent); and emergent marsh/open fen/wet meadow (<0.1 percent)
cover types and open water (3.2 percent). 

The sugar maple cover type is dominated by sugar maple, American beech, basswood,
white ash and yellow birch. The northern hardwoods cover type is dominated by sugar
maple, red maple, American beech, white ash, green ash, yellow birch, paper birch, grey
birch, black cherry, eastern hemlock, red spruce and white pine and is found at lower
elevations, just above the swamps. The spruce-fir cover type is dominated by balsam fir
and red spruce and is found in two distinct areas: on mountains at elevations between
3,000 and 4,000 feet and at lower elevations in poorly drained soils. The lowland
coniferous cover type is dominated by red spruce, balsam fir, black spruce, white spruce
and highbush-blueberry. The northern white-cedar swamp may also contain eastern
hemlock, eastern white pine, tamarack, black spruce, white spruce, black ash, red maple
and yellow birch. The lowland deciduous cover type is dominated by alder, dogwood and
willow species, leatherleaf, buttonbush and highbush-blueberry. The emergent
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Figure 8. Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area Cover
Types. Legend: Black = Water, Dark Gray = Wetlands, Light Grey = Upland
Conifers, White = Northern Hardwoods. The relatively undisturbed old growth
forest in township 6 is designated with a heavy black border.

marsh/open fen/wet meadow cover type is dominated by graminoids and herbs and
sometimes associated with woody lowland species.

HISTORIC CONDITIONS

The 1916 "Fire Protection Map of the Adirondack Forest," prepared by the New York
State Conservation Commission, presents information regarding a number of general
categories of forest condition as it was known at the time. Much of the timber in
Township 34, T&CP, constituting most of the eastern half of the BRW, was harvested in
the late 1800s. The map indicates that as of 1916, ten years after the State had acquired
most of the land in the township, the area had been “logged for softwood only.” It would
be expected that old growth hardwood trees would remain, such as the very large and
mature sugar maples found on the lower eastern slopes of the Blue Ridge along the
boundary separating Townships 34 and 33. Township 6, encompassing most of the
western half of the BRW, is likely to have been less subject to timber harvest. The 1916
map shows all of the part of Township 6 within the BRW and WMPA as “green timber,
virgin and second growth, no slash.”
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1950 AND 1995 WIND EVENTS

According to Department mapping records, the November 25, 1950 inland hurricane
blew down 50 to100 percent of the overstory trees in about 25 percent of the area of the
BRW, mostly in a roughly triangular block of approximately 10,000 to 12,000 acres,
generally delimited by Route 28 and South Inlet on the northwest, a line eastward from
Sagamore Lake on the south, and a line southward from Utowana Lake on the east. An
additional 3,000 to 4,000 acres, or eight percent of the BRW, sustained a 25- to 50-
percent overstory removal, mostly in a block surrounding Wilson Pond. In total, up to
approximately 16,000 acres, or 33 percent of the area of the BRW, was disturbed by the
1950 blowdown. No damage in the WMPA was mapped. Information about individual
salvage logging contracts, including maps occasionally showing the system of logging
roads in great detail, is on file in the Department’s Northville office.

On July 15, 1995 a microburst swept across the Adirondack region. Generally, though
damage to the BRW and WMPA was extensive, it was less severe than that caused by the
1950 storm. Department mapping records indicate that the windstorm affected as much as
15,000 to 16,000 acres, or 33 percent of the BRW, in a band along the northern one-third
of the unit between the Lake Durant Campground and Sagamore Lake. However,
approximately 14,000 acres sustained an overstory removal of only 0 to 30 percent, with
approximately 1,100 acres sustaining a 30- to 60-percent overstory removal. No damage
was mapped within the WMPA.

OLD GROWTH FOREST

A review and comparison of available records indicates that a fairly large area of
relatively undisturbed old growth forest occurs in the southern half of Township 6. It is
possible that little if any of the township had been logged when the State acquired most
of it from William West Durant and added it to the Forest Preserve in 1897. However,
much of the northern half of the part of Township 6 within the BRW–the area hardest hit
by the 1950 blowdown–was affected by extensive salvage logging. The same area was
also disturbed by the 1995 windstorm. Despite the impacts of windstorms and salvage
logging, there are areas with large old trees throughout the northern part of Township 6.
But approximately 9,000 acres in the valley between Blue Ridge and Wakely Mountain
may have completely escaped nineteenth century logging, the great fires of the early
twentieth century, and the great blowdowns of 1950 and 1995. The undisturbed old
growth area includes approximately 5,500 acres of spruce, 900 acres of evergreen
wetland, 400 acres of sugar maple, and 1,900 acres of northern hardwoods.

A natural stand of large red pine is found at the junction of the South Inlet of Raquette
Lake and Route 28. This stand was probably created by a natural fire regime and the
droughty conditions of the sandy glacial outwash where it is located. The coarser textured
soils in uplands along the South Inlet and around Sagamore Lake, coupled with the
USDA plant hardiness zone-3b designation, would make this part of the Blue Ridge
Wilderness ideal for natural stands of red and white pine, if not for the long absence of
fire.
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SIGNIFICANT ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES

A balsam flats vegetative community has been identified on the unit and has been
classified as a significant ecological community by the New York Natural Heritage
Program (Table 2; NYNHP; Nick Conrad, personal communication). The ecological
community description provided below is based on a 1997 field survey of the BRW by
NYNHP (Hunt 1997) and Reschke (1990).

Unit-specific Description

A moist gently sloping spruce-fir forest forming much of a large valley between Blue
Ridge and Wakely Mountain. This valley forms the headwaters of several streams,
including Browns Brook, Lost Brook, Bear Brook, East Inlet, and Sumner Stream. There
are numerous small wetland patches bordering the streams or imbedded in the forest. A
very large community, most of which is undisturbed and putatively virgin old growth in a
very large intact old growth landscape (Hunt 1997).

Community Description

A conifer forest that occurs on moist, well-drained soils of low flats adjoining swamps,
gentle low ridges, and knolls within swamps. The dominant tree is balsam fir (Abies
balsamea), which occurs either in pure stands or in mixed stands with red spruce (Picea
rubens) or black spruce (Picea mariana), and possibly a few yellow birch (Betula
allegheniensis), red maple (Acer rubrum), and black cherry (Prunus serotina). The shrub
layer is patchy and sparse; characteristic tall shrubs include hobblebush (Viburnum 

Table 2. Significant Ecological Communities in the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely
Mountain Primitive Area

Community State
Distribution

Acreage Elevation
(Feet

above Sea
Level)

Element
Occurrence

Rank

Global
Rank

State
Rank

Survey
Date

Balsam flats Adirondacks
Ecozone

3,395 Min: 1,906
Max: 2,560
Av: 2,233

A1 G42 S2S33 7/3/97

1Outstanding or pristine.
2 Apparently secure globally, though it may be quite rare in parts of its range, especially at the
 periphery.
3 S2 = Typically 6 to 20 occurrences, few remaining individuals, acres, or miles of stream, or factors
demonstrably making it very vulnerable in New York State.
 S3 = Typically 21 to 100 occurrences, limited acreage, or miles of stream in New York State.

lantanoides), wild raisin (Viburnum cassinoides), and mountain ash (Sorbus americana).
The ground layer is typically a dense carpet of feather mosses, especially Hylocomium
splendens. Characteristic herbs include wood sorrel (Oxalis acetosella), bunchberry
(Cornus canadensis), creeping snowberry (Gaultheria hispidula), bluebeads (Clintonia
borealis), wild sarsaparilla (Aralia nudicaulis), dewdrop (Dalibarda repens), spinulose
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wood fern (Dryopteris carthusiana), and lady fern (Athyrium asplenioides). More data on
this community are needed (Reschke 1990).

INVASIVE PLANTS 

General Overview

Nonnative, invasive species directly threaten biological diversity and the high quality
natural areas in the Adirondack Park. Invasive plant species can alter native plant
assemblages, often forming monospecific stands of very low quality forage for native
wildlife, and drastically impacting the ecological functions and services of natural
systems. Not yet predominant across the Park, invasive plants have the potential to
spread, undermining the ecological, recreational and economic value of the Park’s natural
resources. 

Because of the Adirondack Park’s continuous forested nature and isolation from the
normal commerce found in other parts of the State, its systems are largely functionally
intact. In fact, there is no better opportunity in the global temperate forested ecosystem to
forestall the alteration of natural habitats by invasive plant species. 

Prevention of nonnative plant invasions, Early Detection/Rapid Response (ED/RR) of
existing infestations, and monitoring are primary objectives in a national strategy for
invasive plant management, whose success depends upon a well-coordinated, area-wide
approach. A unique opportunity exists in the Adirondacks to work proactively and
collaboratively to detect, contain or eradicate infestations of invasive plants before they
become well established, and to prevent further importation and distribution of invasive
species, thus maintaining a high quality natural landscape. The Department shares with
other agencies and organizations an interest in minimizing existing threats in order to
prevent widespread and costly infestations.

The Department has entered into a partnership agreement with the Adirondack Park
Invasive Plant Program (APIPP). The mission of APIPP is to document invasive plant
distributions and to advance measures to protect and restore native ecosystems in the
Park through partnerships with Adirondack residents and institutions. Partner
organizations operating under a Memorandum of Understanding are the Adirondack
Nature Conservancy, Department of Environmental Conservation, Adirondack Park
Agency, Department of Transportation, and Invasive Plant Council of New York State.
The APIPP summarizes known distributions of invasive plants in the Adirondack Park
and provides this information to residents and professionals alike. Specific products
include a geographic database for invasive plant species distribution, a central internet
website for invasive plant species information and distribution maps, a list-serve
discussion group to promote community organization and communication regarding
invasive species issues, and a compendium of educational materials and best
management practices for management.
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Terrestrial Invasive Plant Inventory

In 1998 the Adirondack Nature Conservancy’s Invasive Plant Project initiated Early
Detection/Rapid Response (ED/RR) surveys along Adirondack Park roadsides. Expert
and trained volunteers reported 412 observations of 10 plant species throughout the area
surveyed, namely New York State Department of Transportation (DOT) highway rights-
of-way. In 1999 the Invasive Plant Project was expanded to include surveying back roads
and the “backcountry” (undeveloped areas away from roads) to determine the presence or
absence of 15 invasive plant species. Both surveys were conducted under the auspices of
the Invasive Plant Council of New York “Top Twenty List” of non-native plants likely to
become invasive within New York State. A continuum of ED/RR surveys now exists
under the guidance of the APIPP.

Assessments from these initial ED/RR surveys determined that four terrestrial plant
species would be targeted for control and management based upon specific criteria such
as geophysical setting, abundance and distribution, multiple transport vectors and the
likelihood of human-influenced disturbance. The four priority terrestrial invasive plants
species are purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), common reed (Phragmites australis),
Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum) and garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata). 

The Adirondack Park is susceptible to further infestation by invasive plant species
intentionally or accidentally introduced to this ecoregion. While at present many of these
species are not designated priority species by APIPP, they may become established
within or in proximity to Forest Preserve management units and require resources to
manage, monitor and restore infested sites.

Infestations located within and in proximity to a Forest Preserve management unit may
expand and spread to uninfested areas and threaten natural resources within the unit.
Therefore it is critical to identify infestations located both within and in proximity to a
unit and then assess high risk areas and prioritize ED/RR and ongoing management
efforts.

Terrestrial Invasive Plant Locations

No terrestrial invasive plants have been identified within the BRW or WMPA. Appendix
20, Map 3 shows the documented locations of terrestrial invasive plants in the vicinity.
There are two garlic mustard infestations adjacent to the BRW. At 4851607 N 532648 E,
garlic mustard infestations occur throughout the Golden Beach Campground. Significant
and mono-specific nursery infestations of garlic mustard are documented at camp sites:
23, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 41, 43, 45, 47, 49, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66,
67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94,
95, 102, 104, 106, 108, 109, 111, 116, 117, 118, 124, 134, 135, 136, 137, 141, 147, 149,
152, 153, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 169, 170, 171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176,
177, 179, 180, 183, 185, 187, 192, 193, 195, 196, 198, 199, 200, 201 and 207. Numerous
on-site spoils areas are also heavily infested. Numerous, interconnected social trails are
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also heavily infested with satellite infestations spreading out from these trails into forest
understory. 

At 4854148 N 549462 E, garlic mustard infestations occur at the Lake Durant
Campground. Moderate infestations are documented at campsites 2, 30, 35, 36, 58. The
Northville-Lake Placid Trail south of the campground boundary has not been inventoried
for terrestrial invasive species. 

There is one Japanese knotweed infestation adjacent to the BRW. At State Route 28
reference marker 28-2209-1267, Japanese knotweed infestations occur at the intersection
of Durant Road and State Route 28. The infestations were initially contained within the
DOT right-of-way and on private land abutting the north fringe of Durant Road. Newer
stands of Japanese knotweed have expanded and are now documented beyond the
southern border of the Durant Road right-of-way, encroaching associated wetlands on the
north shoreline of Lake Durant. These aggressive, interspersed stands are approximately
100 feet from near-shore wetlands and the affected area is approximately 12,000 square
feet. In addition, there are 13 Japanese knotweed, one purple loosestrife and two common
reed infestations within DOT rights-of-way in proximity to the BRW.

Aquatic Invasive Plant Inventory

A variety of monitoring programs collect information directly or indirectly about the
distribution of aquatic invasive plants in the Adirondack Park including the Department,
Darrin Fresh Water Institute, Paul Smiths College Watershed Institute, lake associations
and lake managers. In 2001 the APIPP compiled existing information about the
distribution of aquatic invasive plant species in the Adirondack Park and instituted a
regional long-term volunteer monitoring program. APIPP trained volunteers in plant
identification and reporting techniques to monitor Adirondack waters for the presence of
aquatic invasive plant species. APIPP coordinates information exchange among all of the
monitoring programs and maintains a database on the current documented distribution of
aquatic invasive plants in the Adirondack Park. 

Aquatic invasive plant species documented in the Adirondack Park are Eurasian
watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum), water chestnut (Trapa natans), curlyleaf
pondweed (Potamogeton crispus), fanwort (Cabomba caroliniana), European frog-bit
(Hydrocharus morsus-ranae), and yellow floating-heart (Nymphoides peltata). Species
located in the Park that are monitored for potential invasibility include variable-leaf
milfoil (Myriophyllum heterophyllum), southern naiad (Najas guadalupensis), and brittle
naiad (Najas minor). Additional species of concern in New York State but not yet
detected in the Park are starry stonewort (Nitellopsis obtuse), hydrilla (Hydrilla
verticillata), water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes), and Brazilian elodea (Egeria densa).

Infestations located within and in proximity to a Forest Preserve management unit may
expand and spread to uninfested areas and threaten natural resources within the unit.
Therefore it is critical to identify infestations located both within and in proximity to a
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unit and then assess high risk areas and prioritize ED/RR and ongoing management
efforts.

Aquatic invasive plants are primarily spread by human activities. Therefore, lakes with
public access, and those connected to lakes with public access, are at higher risk of
invasion. All aquatic invasive species pose a risk of spreading via transport mechanisms
which may include seaplanes, motorized and non-motorized watercraft (canoes, kayaks,
jet skies, motor boats etc.) and associated gear and accessories. Documentation of aquatic
invasive plant distributions in the Park is limited by the number of lakes and ponds that
have been surveyed and the frequency of monitoring. In some cases, only a portion of the
water's shoreline has been surveyed. In other cases, a single specimen may have been
identified without documentation as to its location within the waterbody. It follows that a
negative survey result indicates only that an invasive plant has not been detected, not that
it does not exist.

Aquatic Invasive Plant Locations

Appendix 20, Map 3 shows that to date no aquatic invasive plants have been documented
in or near the BRW and WMPA. The unit has few easily accessible lakes and ponds.
APIPP volunteers monitored Sprague Pond in 2002 and identified no aquatic invasive
plant infestations. They did not detect any aquatic invasive plants when they monitored
several waters on the periphery of the BRW. The APIPP Park-wide volunteer monitoring
program aims to maintain a long-term monitoring program on these and other lakes.

Wildlife

The dominant forest communities in the unit include spruce-fir (43.2%) and northern
mixed hardwoods (21.5%); therefore, wildlife communities reflect those species
commonly associated with boreal and mixed hardwood/softwood habitats. Terrestrial
fauna are represented by a variety of bird, mammal, and invertebrate species. Amphibians
and reptiles also occur on the unit, although species diversity is relatively low as
compared with other vertebrates. The distribution and abundance of wildlife species on
the unit is determined by physical (e.g., elevation, topography, climate), biological (e.g.,
forest composition, structure, and disturbance regimes, available habitat, population
dynamics, species’ habitat requirements), and social factors (e.g., land use). It is
important to note that wildlife populations occurring on the unit do not exist in isolation
from other forest preserve units or private lands. The physical, biological, and social
factors that exist on these other lands can and do influence the abundance and distribution
of wildlife species on the BRW and WMPA.

With the exception of a New York Natural Heritage Program (NYNHP) survey (Hunt
1997), comprehensive field inventories of wildlife species have not focused specifically
on the BRW and WMPA. Statewide wildlife survey efforts conducted by the Department
have included two Breeding Bird Atlas projects (1980-1985 and 2000-present) and the
New York State Amphibian and Reptile Atlas Project (1990-1999). Critical wildlife
habitats, specifically deer wintering areas, have also been identified by the Department
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Bureau of Wildlife within the unit (see Critical Habitat section). Additionally, the Bureau
of Wildlife collects harvest data on a number of game species (those that are hunted or
trapped). Harvest data is not collected specific to Forest Preserve units, but rather on a
town, county, and wildlife management unit (WMU) basis. Harvest data can provide
some indication of wildlife distribution and abundance and is sometimes the only source
of data on mammals.

The unit is largely covered by late-successional stage forests, with limited areas of early
successional habitat. The character of the unit’s vegetation has a significant effect in
determining the occurrence and abundance of wildlife species. While some species prefer
old growth forests, many others occur in lower densities on Forest Preserve lands than
they do on private lands characterized by a greater variety of habitat types. Natural forest
disturbances including windstorms, ice storms, tree disease and insect outbreaks, fire, and
beaver activity influence forest structure and wildlife habitats by creating patches of
earlier successional stages within a larger matrix of mature forest. These natural
disturbances create important habitat for a variety of species that depend on early
succession vegetation communities and the edges created between these communities and
the surrounding forest. However, these areas are usually limited in size. Private lands
adjacent to public lands may provide some habitat for species that prefer early
successional habitats, depending on the silvicultural practices conducted.

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES

The New York State Amphibian and Reptile Atlas Project (1990-1999) confirmed the
presence of 19 species of reptiles and amphibians in USGS quadrangles within, or
partially within BRW and WMPA. It is important to note that quadrangles (the sample
unit) overlap and extend beyond the land boundary of the BRW and WMPA. Therefore,
recorded species do not necessarily reflect what was found on the BRW and WMPA, but
on the quadrangles. Some species may have been found on private lands adjacent to the
State lands. However, these data should provide a good indication of the species found
throughout the BRW and WMPA. These included two species of turtles, two species of
snakes, nine species of frogs and toads, and six species of salamanders and newts (Table
3). These species are either unprotected at both the State and Federal level or are
classified as a protected game species which may be hunted only during their respective
open seasons. Of the 19 confirmed species, none were classified as endangered,
threatened, or special concern.

Habitat Associations

Eastern American Toad (Bufo americanus): Although eastern American toads can be
found in almost every habitat from cultivated gardens to woodlands, they are typically
found in moist upland forest. Special habitat requirements include shallow water for
breeding (DeGraaf and Rudis, 1983). 
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Table 3. Amphibian and Reptile Species Recorded in USGS Quadrangles
Within, or Partially Within, the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain
Primitive Area During the New York State Amphibian and Reptile Atlas Project,
1990-1999

Common Name Scientific Name

Bullfrog Rana catesbeiana

Common Garter Snake Thamnophis sirtalis

Common Snapping Turtle Chelydra s. serpentina

Eastern American Toad Bufo a. americanus

Gray Treefrog Hyla versicolor

Green Frog Rana clamitans melanota

Mink Frog Rana septentrionalis

Northern Dusky Salamander Desmognathus fuscus

Northern Leopard Frog Rana pipiens

Northern Redback Salamander Plethodon cinereus

Northern Redbelly Snake Storeria o. occiptomaculata

Northern Spring Peeper Pseudacris c. crucifer

Northern Spring Salamander Gyrinophilus p. porphyriticus

Northern Two-lined Salamander Eurycea bislineata

Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta

Pickerel Frog Rana palustris

Red-spotted Newt Notophthalmus v. viridescens

Spotted Salamander Ambystoma maculatum

Wood Frog Rana sylvatica

Gray Treefrog (Hyla versicolor): Gray treefrogs are found in forested areas where they
hibernate near the soil surface, tolerating temperatures as cold as -6 degrees C for as long
as five consecutive days. Due to the production of glycerol which serves as an antifreeze,
gray treefrogs can freeze up to 41.5% of their total body fluids. The frogs breed in both
permanent or temporary ponds or wetlands (Hunter, et al., 1999). 

Northern Spring Peeper (Pseudacris crucifer): Northern spring peepers inhabit
coniferous, deciduous and mixed forested habitat where they typically breed in ponds,
emergent marshes or shrub swamps. However, their spring chorus is commonly heard
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from just about any body of water, especially in areas where trees or shrubs stand in and
near water (Hunter, et al., 1999).

Bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana): Bullfrogs require permanent bodies of water with adequate
emergent and edge cover. Their aquatic habitats include shallow lake coves, slow-
moving rivers and streams, and ponds (Hunter, et al., 1999). 

Green Frog (Rana clamitans): Green frogs are rarely found more than several meters
from some form of water, including lakes and ponds, streams, quarry pools, springs, and
vernal pools (DeGraaf and Rudis, 1983).

Pickerel Frog (Rana palustris): Whether the habitat selected is a bog, fen, pond, stream,
spring, slough, or cove, pickerel frogs prefer cool, clear waters, avoiding polluted or
stagnant habitats. Grassy streambanks and inlets to springs, bogs, marshes, or weedy
ponds are favorite habitat choices (Harding, 1997). 

Northern Leopard Frog (Rana pipiens): Although sometimes found in wet woodlands,
northern leopard frogs are the frogs of wet meadows and open fields, breeding in ponds,
marshes and slow, shallow, vegetated streams (DeGraaf and Rudis, 1983). 

Mink Frog (Rana septentrionalis): Mink frogs prefer cool, permanent water with
adequate emergent and floating-leaved vegetation where they feed on aquatic insects and
other invertebrates. Here they also hibernate on the bottom in the mud (Harding, 1997). 

Wood Frog (Rana sylvatica): Wood frogs prefer cool, moist, woodlands where they
select temporary pools for breeding. However, where vernal pools are absent, wood frogs
will breed in a variety of habitats including everything from cattail swamps to roadside
ditches (Hunter, et al., 1999).

Spotted Salamander (Ambystoma maculatum): The spotted salamander prefers vernal
pools for breeding, but its jelly-like globular egg masses are found in a variety of wetland
habitats. Because of its fossorial habits, the spotted salamander is rarely encountered
except during the breeding season. At that time they can be found under rocks, logs, and
debris near the edges of the breeding pools. 
 
Northern Dusky Salamander (Desmognathus fuscus): The northern dusky salamander
inhabits rocky stream ecotones, hillside seeps and springs, and other seepage areas in
forested or partially forested habitat. They are typically found under rocks and other
cover objects such as logs adjacent to, or in the water (Harding, 1997). 

Northern Two-lined Salamander (Eurycea bislineata): Northern two-lined
salamanders inhabit springs and seeps in forested wetlands, edges of brooks and streams,
and terrestrial areas many meters from water. They are usually found under rocks, logs,
and debris (Pfingsten and Downs, 1989).
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Northern Spring Salamander (Gyrinophilus porphyriticus): Although northern spring
salamanders inhabit cool, well-oxygenated streams in forested areas where they can be
found under rocks and logs, they sometimes can be found foraging in the open on rainy
nights. This species also uses underground springs that are a considerable distance away
from their natal habitat (Harding, 1997).

Red-spotted Newt (Notophthalmus viridescens): One of the most fascinating life
histories of any salamander is that of the red-spotted newt, with four stages in its life
cycle (egg, aquatic larva, terrestrial immature red eft, and aquatic adult). Interestingly,
the red eft remains on land from two (Bishop, 1941) to seven years (Healy, 1974) before
they transform into their final life stage, the aquatic adult. 

Northern Redback Salamander (Plethodon cinereus): The northern redback
salamander is found in deciduous, coniferous or mixed forest where it nests in moist,
rotten logs. It favors pine logs in advanced stages of decay rather than deciduous tree logs
that appear to be more susceptible to molds, thus attributing to possible fungal infections
in the eggs (Pfingsten and Downs 1989). 

Common Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis): Common garter snakes are found in a
wide variety of habitats including, but not limited to, woodlands, meadows, wetlands,
streams, drainage ditches, and even city parks and cemeteries (Conant and Collins, 1998).
But large populations of common garter snakes are usually found in moist, grassy areas
near the edges of water (Harding, 1997).
 
Northern Redbelly Snake (Storeria occipitomaculata): Although the northern redbelly
snake prefers wetland-upland ecotones, it is found in a variety of terrestrial habitats. This
extremely secretive nocturnal species may be found under rocks, logs, bark, and leaves;
but if conditions are dry, they are apt to go underground in unused rodent borrows
(Mitchell, 1994). 

Common Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina): Snapping turtles are found in most
permanent and semipermanent bodies of fresh and brackish water. Areas that have dense
aquatic vegetation with deep, soft, organic substrates and plenty of cover are favored
(Mitchell, 1994). 

Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta): Painted turtles most often inhabit ponds, lakes, and
other slow-moving bodies of water with soft substrates and abundant aquatic vegetation.
A critical habitat parameter is adequate basking sites such as logs, rocks, and mats of
aquatic vegetation. 

BIRDS

The avian community varies seasonally. Some species remain within the area year round,
but the majority of species utilize the area during the breeding season and for migration.
The first Breeding Bird Atlas (BBA) project conducted during 1980-1985 (Andrle and
Carroll 1988) and four years of preliminary data from the Breeding Bird Atlas 2000
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Project (2000-2003) documented 132 and 118 species, respectively, in atlas blocks within
or partially within the BRW and WMPA (Appendix 8). It is important to note that atlas
blocks overlap and extend beyond the land boundary of the BRW and WMPA. Therefore,
these data do not necessarily reflect what is found on the BRW and WMPA, but on the
atlas blocks. It is probable that some species determined to be present by BBA where
found only on private lands adjacent to the State lands. Still the BBA data should provide
a good indication of the species found throughout the BRW and WMPA. 

To date, 109 species common to both atlas projects have been documented, representing
83 percent and 92 percent of the total species recorded during 1980-1985 and 2000-2003,
respectively. The first atlas project documented 23 species not found during BBA 2000,
and nine species have been documented during BBA 2000 that were not found during the
first survey effort. However, because BBA 2000 has not been completed, these
comparisons should be considered preliminary. Additionally, these comparisons should
be used as a tool for further study and monitoring of bird populations and not as a
definitive statement on bird population changes.

Birds Associated with Boreal Forest

The BRW and WMPA are comprised of a variety of habitats, predominately maturing
boreal and mixed softwood/hardwood forest. Birds associated with lowland boreal forest
and high elevation boreal forest occur on the unit. Lowland boreal forest within the unit
consists of balsam flats (see Significant Ecological Communities section above).
Additionally, there are approximately 5,240 acres (11 percent of the unit) of high
elevation boreal forest (equal to or greater than 2,800 feet in elevation) in the unit. High
elevation spruce-fir forest is especially important as breeding habitat for Bicknell’s
thrush, a special concern species in New York. Atwood et al. (1996) reported that this
species regularly breeds only at elevations between approximately 2,900 feet and 4,700
feet in New York. Within the unit, two areas comprise the majority of this high elevation
boreal forest: Blue Ridge and the range including Wakely, Metcalf and Bradley
Mountains. Bicknell’s thrush is a confirmed breeder on Wakely Mountain.

In an effort designed to protect birds associated with high elevation boreal forest and
their habitats, New York State designated the Adirondack mountain summits above 2,800
feet in Essex, Franklin, and Hamilton counties as the Adirondack Subalpine Forest Bird
Conservation Area (BCA) in November 2001. The New York State Bird Conservation
Area program was established in September 1997, under §11-2001 of the Environmental
Conservation Law. The program is designed to safeguard and enhance bird populations
and their habitats on selected State lands and waters. 

Of 27 bird species associated with boreal forest that occur in New York (Tim Post,
NYSDEC, personal communication), 23 (85 percent) have been documented in BBA
survey blocks within or partially within the BRW and WMPA (Table 4).



Section 2 – Inventory of Resources and Human Influences

Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
Unit Management Plan - August 200644

Table 4. Bird Species Associated with Boreal Forest as Recorded by the New
York State Breeding Bird Atlas Projects (1980-1985 and 2000-2003) Occurring
in Atlas Blocks Within, or Partially Within the Blue Ridge Wilderness and
Wakely Mountain Primitive Area

Lowland Boreal Forest Species

Common Name Scientific Name

Black-backed Woodpecker Picoides acticus

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi

Boreal Chickadee Poecile hudsonicus

Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula

Cape May Warbler Dendroica tigrina

Bay-breasted Warbler Dendroica castanea

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus

White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris

Gray Jay Persisoreus canadensis

Lincoln’s Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii

Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus

White-winged Crossbill Loxia leucoptera

Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra

High Elevation Boreal Forest Species

Common Name Scientific Name

Bicknell’s Thrush Catharus bicknelli

Blackpoll Warbler Dendroica striata

Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

Swainson’s Thrush Catharus ustulatus

Species Commonly Associated with Boreal
Forest

Common Name Scientific Name

Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus

Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca

Magnolia Warbler Dendroica magnolia



Section 2 – Inventory of Resources and Human Influences

Table 4. Bird Species Associated with Boreal Forest as Recorded by the New
York State Breeding Bird Atlas Projects (1980-1985 and 2000-2003) Occurring
in Atlas Blocks Within, or Partially Within the Blue Ridge Wilderness and
Wakely Mountain Primitive Area

Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
Unit Management Plan - August 2006 45

Northern Parula Parula americana

Tennessee Warbler Vermivora peregrina

Habitat Associations

In additional to boreal and mixed-boreal forests, other habitats types of importance
include lakes, ponds, streams, bogs, beaver meadows and shrub swamps.

Birds associated with marshes, ponds, lakes and streams include common loon, pied-
billed grebe, great blue heron, green-backed heron, American bittern, and a variety of
waterfowl. The most common ducks include the mallard, American black duck, wood
duck, hooded merganser and common merganser. Other species of waterfowl migrate
through the region following the Atlantic Flyway. 

Bogs, beaver meadows, shrub swamps, and any areas of natural disturbance provide
important habitat for species that require or prefer openings and early successional
habitats. Species such as alder and olive-sided flycatchers, American woodcock, Lincoln
sparrow, Nashville warbler, chestnut-sided warbler, brown thrasher, blue-winged
warbler, yellow warbler, common yellowthroat, indigo bunting, eastern towhee, and field
sparrow rely on these habitats and are rarely found in mature forests. These species, as a
suite, are declining more rapidly throughout the Northeast than species that utilize more
mature forest habitat. Habitat for these species are and will be very limited within the
BRW and WMPA.

Birds that prefer forest habitat are numerous, including many neotropical migrants. These
species have adapted to habitats with varying specific conditions. Some, such as the
northern goshawk, like large blocks of contiguous forest, while others prefer blocks of
forest with adjacent openings. Many prefer areas of forest with relatively thick shrub
layers. The forest currently is maturing, and eventually will become old growth forest
dominated by large trees. 

Songbirds are a diverse group filling different niches in the Adirondacks. The most
common species found throughout the deciduous or mixed forest include the ovenbird,
red-eyed vireo, yellow-bellied sapsucker, black-capped chickadee, blue jay, downy
woodpecker, brown creeper, wood thrush, black-throated blue warbler, pileated
woodpecker, and black-and-white warbler. The golden-crowned kinglet, purple finch,
pine sisken, red crossbill, white-winged crossbill and black-throated green warbler are
additional species found in the coniferous forest that prefer this habitat. Birds of prey
common to the area include the barred owl, great horned owl, eastern screech-owl,
northern goshawk, red-tailed hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, and broad-winged hawk. 
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Game birds include upland species such as turkey, ruffed grouse and woodcock, as well
as a variety of waterfowl. Ruffed grouse and woodcock prefer early successional habitats
and their habitat within the area is limited due to the lack of timber harvesting. Turkey
are present in low numbers and provide some hunting opportunities. Waterfowl are fairly
common along the waterways and marshes and will provide hunting opportunities.

MAMMALS

Large and Medium-sized Mammals

Large and medium-sized mammals known to occur in the Central Adirondacks are also
believed to be common inhabitants of the BRW and WMPA and include the white-tailed
deer, moose, black bear, coyote, raccoon, red fox, gray fox, bobcat, fisher, American
marten, river otter, mink, striped skunk, long-tailed weasel, short-tailed weasel, beaver,
muskrat, porcupine, and snowshoe hare (Saunders, 1988). Of these species, white-tailed
deer, black bear, coyote, raccoon, red fox, gray fox, long-tailed weasel, short-tailed
weasel, bobcat, and snowshoe hare can be hunted. Additionally, these species (with the
exception of white-tailed deer, black bear, and snowshoe hare) along with fisher,
American marten, mink, muskrat, beaver, and river otter can be trapped. Hunting and
trapping activities are highly regulated by the Department, and the Bureau of Wildlife
collects annual harvest data on many of these species. 

Important big game species within the area include the white-tailed deer and black bear.
Generally, white-tailed deer can be found throughout the BRW and WMPA. From April
to November, deer are distributed generally on their summer range. When snow
accumulates to depths of 20 inches or more, deer travel to their traditional wintering
areas. This winter range is characteristically composed of lowland spruce-fir, cedar or
hemlock forests, and to a lesser degree, a combination of mixed deciduous and coniferous
cover types. Often found at lower elevations along water courses, this habitat provides
deer with protective cover from adverse weather and easier mobility in deep snows. 

Black bears are essentially solitary animals and tend to be dispersed throughout the unit.
Occasionally, individuals congregate around waste transfer stations or during the mating
season.

Moose entered the state on a continuous basis in 1980, after having been absent since the
1860s. Currently the moose population in New York State is estimated to be
approximately 150 to 200 animals (Al Hicks, NYSDEC, personal communication). In the
northeastern United States, moose use seasonal habitats within boreal and mixed
coniferous and deciduous forests. The southern distribution of moose is limited by
summer temperatures that make the regulation of body temperature difficult. Moose
select habitat primarily for the most abundant and highest quality forage (Peek 1997).
Disturbances such as wind, fire, logging, tree diseases and insects create openings in the
forest that result in regeneration of important hardwood browse species such as white
birch, aspen, red maple and red oak. Typical patterns in moose habitat selection during
the summer include the use of open upland and aquatic areas in early summer followed
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by the use of more closed canopy areas, such as upland stands of mature aspen and white
birch, that provide higher quality forage in late summer and early autumn. After the fall
rut and into winter, moose intensively use open areas again where dormant shrubs
provide the highest available biomass of woody browse. In late winter when browse
quantity and quality are lowest, moose will use areas such as closed-canopy conifer
stands in boreal forest that represent the best cover available within the range. From late
spring through fall, moose commonly are associated with aquatic habitats such as lakes,
ponds and streams. However, their use of aquatic habitats can vary geographically over
their range. It is believed that moose use aquatic habitats primarily to forage on highly
palatable plants. However, moose may also use these areas for relief from insects and
high temperatures. 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in White-tailed Deer

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a rare, fatal, neurological disease found in members
of the deer family (cervids). It is a transmissible disease that slowly attacks the brain of
infected deer and elk, causing the animals to progressively become emaciated, display
abnormal behavior, and invariably results in the death of the infected animal. Chronic
Wasting Disease has been known to occur in wild deer and elk in the western U.S. for
decades and its discovery in wild deer in Wisconsin in 2002 generated unprecedented
attention from wildlife managers, hunters, and others interested in deer. Chronic Wasting
Disease poses a significant threat to the deer and elk of North America and, if unchecked,
could dramatically alter the future management of wild deer and elk. However, there is
no evidence that CWD is linked to disease in humans or domestic livestock other than
deer and elk.

In 2005, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
received confirmation of CWD from two captive white-tailed deer herds in Oneida
County and subsequently detected the disease in two wild deer from this area. Until
recently, New York was the only state in the northeast with a confirmed CWD case in
wild deer. However, CWD was recently detected in wild deer in West Virginia. 

The NYSDEC has established a containment area around the CWD-positive samples and
will continue to monitor the wild deer herd in New York State. More information on
CWD, New York’s response to this disease, the latest results from ongoing sampling
efforts, and current CWD regulations are available on the NYSDEC website:
http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/wildlife/deer/currentcwd.html 

Small Mammals

The variety of habitats that occur within the Adirondack Park are home to an impressive
diversity of small mammals. These mammals inhabit the lowest elevations to those as
high as 4,400 feet, where the southern bog lemming occurs. Most species are found in
coniferous, deciduous or mixed-forest habitats with damp soils, organic muck, or soils
with damp leaf mold. However some species, such as the hairy-tailed mole, like dry to
moist sandy loam soils. Others, like the white-footed mouse, prefer the drier soils of oak-
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hickory, coniferous or mixed forests. Small mammals of the Adirondack region are found
in alpine meadows (long-tailed shrew), talus slides and rocky outcrops (rock vole), grassy
meadows (meadow vole, meadow jumping mouse), and riparian habitats (water shrew). It
is likely that many, if not most, of the small mammal species listed in Table 5 inhabit the
BRW and WMPA (data based on museum specimens; Saunders, 1988). An exception
may be the northern bog lemming, a species whose southernmost range extends just into
the northern Adirondack Park. Only one recently-verified specimen exists (Saunders,
1988). All listed species are known to occur within the Adirondack Park. 

Table 5. Small Mammal Species Recorded Within the Adirondack Park, and
Number of Towns in Which Each Species Was Recorded

Common Name Scientific Name Number of Towns 

Star-nosed mole Condylura crestata 6

Hairy-tailed mole Parascalops breweri 11

Short-tailed shrew Blarina brevicauda 31

Pygmy shrew Sorex hoyi 1

Long-tailed shrew Sorex dispar 7

Smoky shrew Sorex fumeus 18

Water shrew Sorex palustris 10

Masked shrew Sorex cinereus 25

Deer mouse Peromyscus maniculatus 26

White-footed mouse Peromyscus leucopus 14

Southern red-backed vole Clethrionomys gapperi 32

Meadow vole Microtus pennsylvanicus 31

Yellownose vole Microtus chrotorrhinus 6

Woodland vole Microtus pinetorum 1

Southern bog lemming Synaptomys cooperi 12

Northern bog lemming Synaptomys borealis 1

Meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonicus 22

Woodland jumping mouse Napaeozapus insignis 25

ENDANGERED SPECIES, THREATENED SPECIES, AND SPECIES OF SPECIAL
CONCERN 

New York has classified species at risk into three categories, endangered, threatened, and
species of special concern (6 NYCRR §182). The following section indicates the
protective status of some vertebrates that may be in the unit (Table 6). 
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Endangered: Any species that is either native and in imminent danger of extirpation or
extinction in New York; or is listed as endangered by the US Department of Interior.
Except for seasonal migrants, there are no known reports of species recognized as
endangered currently residing in the unit. 

Table 6. Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Bird Species
Documented in Atlas Blocks Within, or Partially Within, the Blue Ridge
Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area During the 1980-1985 and
2000-20031 Breeding Bird Atlas Projects

Common Name Scientific Name
Breeding Bird Atlas Project

1980-1985 2000-2003

Endangered

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos T

Threatened

Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus T

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus T

Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis T

Special Concern

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus T T

Bicknell's Thrush Catharus bicknelli T T

Common Loon Gavia immer T T

Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii T T

Osprey Pandion haliaetus T T

Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus T T

Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis T

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor T

Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus T

Veery Catharus fuscescens T
1Preliminary data

Threatened: Any species that is either native and likely to become endangered within
the foreseeable future in New York or is listed as threatened by the US Department of the
Interior. Bald eagle use of the area is currently limited to transient use. 
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Special Concern: Native species not yet recognized as endangered or threatened, but for
which documented concern exists for their continued welfare in New York. Unlike the
first two categories, they receive no additional legal protection under the Environmental 
Conservation Law; but, they could become endangered or threatened in the future and
should be closely monitored. 

Habitat Associations

The following list briefly summarizes the habitat requirements of endangered, threatened,
and special concern species occurring on the unit. In addition, the spruce grouse is
included because of potential habitat that has been identified in the unit and opportunities
for targeted surveys and population augmentation in the future (see Proposed
Management Actions, Wildlife). 

Endangered Species

Spruce Grouse (Falcipennis canadensis): In the Adirondacks, the rare spruce grouse
prefers the boreal acid bog forest where it selects immature or uneven-aged spruce-fir
habitat (Andrle and Carroll, 1988). Mosses, lichens, and shrubs provide nesting and
foraging ground cover in areas where the forest canopy is less dense. Because their
forested wetland habitat is poorly drained, grouse move on to upland summer range to
dust and forage (Andrle and Carroll, 1988). 

Most of the potential spruce grouse habitat identified within this region is located along
the periphery and outside the boundaries of BRW and WMPA, primarily to the north and
east (Figure 9; Adirondack Park Agency, 2004). Other Forest Preserve units adjacent to
the BRW and WMPA, where potential spruce grouse habitat was identified, include the
Sargent Ponds Wild Forest to the north, the Moose River Plains Wild Forest to the west,
the Blue Mountain Wild Forest to the northeast and the Jessup River Wild Forest to the
southeast. Additionally, potential habitat was identified on private lands between the west
end of Utowana Lake and Blue Mountain Lake.

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos): The golden eagle prefers wild areas with open and
edge habitat where prey is abundant. Most nests in New York were placed on cliff ledges
overhung by a protective tree or rock. Golden eagles also nest in trees. One nest in New
York was located 90 feet above the ground in a white pine (Pinus strobus). All former
eyries in New York were located at elevations between 1,500 and 2,600 feet (Andrle and
Carroll, 1988). 
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Threatened Species

Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus): The northern harrier is a bird of open country and
is associated with wet to mesic habitats (Johnsgard,1990). Results of a 1979 survey
showed that bogs and other wetland habitats provided nesting sites for northern harriers
in the Adirondacks (Kogut, 1979 In: Andrle and Carroll 1988). Unlike most New York
raptors, harriers nest on the ground, either on hummocks or directly on the ground in
nests that are woven from grass and sticks (Andrle and Carroll, 1988). 

Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus): Bald eagles breed in forested and open areas
that are usually near large bodies of water with an abundance of fish. Bald eagles
construct their nests in large living trees, approximately 50 to 60 feet off the ground and
occasionally on cliffs. Tree species used for nesting is not as important as structural
characteristics, such as size and shape, and distance to other nesting eagles. Nesting sites
with an unobstructed view are preferred. Pilot trees (access points to and from the nest)
and perch trees are important components of bald eagle habitat. Bald eagles are sensitive
to human disturbance.

Figure 9. Potential Spruce Grouse Habitat Within the Blue Ridge Wilderness and
Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
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Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis): Emergent wetlands such as cattail marshes are the
preferred habitat for least bitterns in upstate New York. Nests woven of cattails and
various other herbaceous species are usually built by the male (Andrle and Carroll, 1988)
and placed from one to four feet above water level (Bull, 1974).

Species of Special Concern 

American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus): In the Adirondacks, the American bittern is
a bird of freshwater emergent wetlands where it typically nests on a grass tussock or
among the cattails. Here it lays its eggs from four to 18 inches above the water (Bull,
1974) in scanty nests made from sticks, grass, and sedges. Separate paths are made in the
tall vegetation for entering and exiting the nest (Erlich et al., 1988).

Bicknell’s Thrush (Catharus bicknelli): Throughout the range of Bicknell’s thrush,
montane forest dominated by stunted balsam fir and red spruce is the primary habitat.
Bicknell’s thrush utilizes fir waves and natural disturbances as well as the dense
regenerated ecotones along the edges of ski slopes. The breeding habitat of Bicknell’s
thrush is located in the Adirondacks at elevations greater than 2,800 feet. The species is
most common on the highest ridges of the Adirondacks, preferring young or stunted
dense stands of balsam fir up to nine feet in height. Here they lay their eggs above the
ground in the dense conifer thickets. 

Common Loon (Gavia immer): Common loons use small and large freshwater lakes in
open and densely forested areas for breeding and nest on lakes as small as two acres.
Special habitat requirements include bodies of water with stable water levels with little or
no human disturbance. Loons use islets for nesting and shallow coves for rearing their
young. Nests are constructed on the ground at the water’s edge on sand, rock, or other
firm substrates. Loons prefer small islands for nesting to avoid predators, but will also
nest along protected bays and small peninsulas of the shoreline. In an extensive project
undertaken to determine the status of the common loon in New York, Department staff
surveyed 557 lakes in the northern part of the state during 1984 and 1985. In 1985 four
nonbreeding adults were observed on Sagamore Lake and two on Sprague Pond. The
Adirondack Cooperative Loon Program (ACLP) has been conducting annual loon
censuses on lakes and ponds in and around the Adirondack Park since 2001. The 2001
and 2003 efforts did not include waters within or adjacent to the BRW and WMPA. In
2002 two adults and one chick were observed on Lake Durant, and one adult was seen on
Sagamore Lake. Though the 2004 results have not been finalized, it was reported that
breeding loons were observed on Sprague Pond and Lake Durant, and there may have
been a nest on Sagamore Lake (Nina Schoch, personal communication). Members of the
Susquehanna Chapter of the Adirondack Mountain Club reported seeing an adult loon
and two chicks on Sprague Pond in August, 2005. According to the Atlas, loons were
confirmed breeders in some of the Atlas blocks that overlap the majority of the BRW and
WMPA.

Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii): Cooper’s hawks use a variety of habitat types,
from extensive deciduous or mixed forests to scattered woodlots interspersed with open
fields. Floodplain forests and wooded wetlands are also used by Cooper’s hawks.
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Cooper’s hawks construct nests typically at a height of 35 to 45 feet in both conifer (often
white pine) and deciduous trees (often American beech). Nests are commonly
constructed on a horizontal branch or in a crotch near the trunk. Cooper’s hawks have
been known to use old crow nests as well. Foraging areas are usually located away from
the nest in forested areas or open areas adjacent to forest.

Osprey (Pandion haliates): Osprey breed near large bodies of water, including rivers
and lakes, that support abundant fish populations. Osprey typically construct their nests
in tall dead tress, but also use rocky ledges, sand dunes, artificial platforms, and utility
pole crossarms. Nests are placed in locations that are taller than adjacent areas, which
provide vantage points.

Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus): Sharp-shinned hawks prefer breeding habitats
that consist of open or young woodlands that support a large diversity of avian species,
the hawk’s primary prey (Johnsgard, 1990). Although Sharp-shinned hawks use mixed
conifer-deciduous forest for nesting, most nests recorded in New York State have been
located in conifers, with 80 percent of the nests found in hemlocks (Bull, 1974). 

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis): Tall trees with a partial canopy closure for
nesting, and woodlands with small, open areas for foraging, are important habitat
parameters for the northern goshawk (Johnsgard, 1990). In New York State, goshawks
prefer dense, mature, continuous coniferous or mixed woods where they typically place
their nest 30 to 40 feet off the ground in the crotch of a tree (Andrle and Carroll, 1988).

Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor): Two distinct nesting habitats used by
common nighthawks are bare flat rocks, and bare ground in open fields and pastures.
Since the mid- to late-1800s, nighthawks also have nested on flat gravel rooftops (Bent,
1940). In upstate New York nighthawks also nest in mountainous areas, provided woods
are interspersed with clearings or openings (Bull, 1974). 

Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus): Red -shouldered hawks breed in moist
hardwood forests, forested wetlands, bottomlands and the wooded margins of wetlands,
often close to cultivated fields. Red-shouldered hawks are reported as rare in
mountainous areas. Special habitat requirements include cool, moist lowland forests with
tall trees for nesting. Red-shouldered hawks forage in areas used as nesting habitat as
well as drier woodland clearings and fields.

Veery (Catharus fuscescens): The veery prefers moist to wet woodlands and inhabits
forests having thick undergrowth. It is most common in low, wet deciduous and
coniferous forests. In mature forests the veery occupies north-facing slopes or wet
depressions where the microclimate is cooler. The veery usually nests on the ground, at
the base of shrubs, roots, fallen branches or tree sprouts (Andrle and Carroll, 1988). 
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EXTIRPATED AND FORMERLY EXTIRPATED SPECIES

The moose, elk, wolf, eastern cougar, Canada lynx, bald eagle, golden eagle, and
peregrine falcon all inhabited the Adirondacks prior to European settlement. All of these
species were extirpated from the Adirondacks, mostly as a result of habitat destruction
during the nineteenth century. Unregulated harvest also lead to the decline of some
species, such as moose and elk. More recently some birds fell victim to the widespread
use of DDT. 

Projects to re-establish the peregrine falcon, bald eagle, and Canada lynx have been
implemented. A total of 83 Canada lynx were released into the Adirondack Park from
1989 to 1991 by the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry as part of
their Adirondack Wildlife Program. Lynx dispersed widely from the release area and
mortality was high, especially mortality caused by vehicle-animal collisions. It is
generally accepted that the lynx restoration effort was not successful and that there are no
lynx from the initial releases or through natural reproduction of released animals
remaining in the Adirondacks. Lynx are legally protected as a game species with no open
season as well as being listed as threatened on both the Federal and State level.

Efforts to reintroduce the peregrine falcon and the bald eagle through "hacking"
programs began in 1981 and 1983, respectively. These projects have been remarkably
successful within New York Bald eagles are becoming much more common, and
peregrines are recovering. Both species are now found in portions of the Adirondacks,
although they are not believed to be common residents within the BRW and WMPA.
Golden eagles are generally considered to have always been rare breeders within the
state. 

The wolf and eastern cougar are still generally considered to be extirpated form New
York State. Periodic sightings of cougars are reported from the Adirondacks, but these
are believed to be released captive individuals. The timber wolves occasionally reported
are generally considered to be misidentified coyotes, although there is some evidence to
suggest that the eastern coyote found in the Adirondacks may be a hybrid between the
red wolf and coyote. 

INVASIVE WILDLIFE

As with plant species, these organisms do not occur naturally in New York State. While
some species go relatively unnoticed (e.g., spiny water flea), other introductions such as
the zebra mussel have caused great concern. There are no confirmed reports of zebra
mussels in unit waters. Wild populations of domestic canines and felines can also have an
impact on native deer, rodents and birds.

OTHER FAUNA 

Other members of the animal kingdom occur within the unit. Insects are the most notable
and abundant form of animal life. Some species can cause human health concerns (e.g.,
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Giardia, swimmer’s itch) or are generally considered a nuisance (e.g, black flies,
mosquitoes) to individuals that recreate in the area.

Critical Habitat

DEER WINTERING AREAS

The maintenance and protection of deer wintering areas, or deer yards, are important in
maintaining deer populations in the northern portions of their range. These areas provide
deer with relief from the energetic demands of deep snow and cold temperatures at a time
when limited fat reserves are being used to offset the reduced energy intake from
nutritionally poor winter browse. Previous researchers have demonstrated that deer
consistently choose wintering areas which provide relief from environmental extremes
over areas that may provide more abundant forage (Severinghaus 1953, Verme 1965).
These observations are consistent with the facts that the nutritional value of winter
browse is poor due to low digestibility and that deer can expend more energy obtaining
browse than the energy gained by its consumption (Mautz 1978).

Severinghaus (1953) outlined several habitat components of deer yards, including
topography and forest cover types dominated by conifers. The most important
characteristic of an Adirondack deer yard is the habitat configuration making up a “core”
and travel corridors to and from the core. The core is typically an area or areas of dense
conifer cover used by deer during severe winter weather conditions. Travel corridors are
dense but narrow components which allow access to food resources, mainly hardwood
browse, in milder conditions. Use of wintering areas by deer can vary over time
depending on winter severity and deer population density. Although Severinghaus (1953)
reported that some Adirondack deer yards have been used since the early 1800's, recent
research suggests that the location of some current deer yards may overlap very little or
not at all with their historical counterparts mapped by the Department in the late 1960s
and early 1970s. 

Hurst (2004) surveyed 16 deer yards in the central and eastern Adirondacks during the
winters of 2003 and 2004 and found that overlap between yard boundaries of areas used
by deer during these years (mean = 65.96%; range = 31.5-88.0%) was significantly
greater than overlap between current and historical deer yards (mean = 23.59%; range =
0-58.8%). Locations of nine of the 16 recent yards were found to have shifted,
overlapping less than 20 percent with their historical position. Of the nine shifted yards,
eight moved toward residential areas by an average of 0.58 kilometers (range = 0.13-1.33
km), and one yard contracted around a known feeding site. (It is illegal to feed deer under
6 NYCRR Part 189 adopted on July 30, 2003.)

Hurst (2004) also found that recent deer yards were significantly smaller (average =
1,155 ha) than historical deer yards (average = 2,050 ha). Winters were comparable
during the various study periods, so the smaller yard size may have been partly due to
lower population density or because of increased use of residential areas. Additionally,
differences in methodology (i.e., radiotelemetry vs. ground and aerial surveys) used to
delineate deer yards could have influenced calculations of yard size and overlap.
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HISTORICAL DEER WINTERING AREAS AND POTENTIAL DEER
WINTERING HABITAT WITHIN THE BRW AND WMPA

 
Seven historical deer wintering areas have been identified within, or partially within, the
BRW and WMPA (Figure 10; NYSDEC, unpublished data, ca. 1970). In general, these
areas are located along the periphery of the unit. However, the boundary of the deer
wintering area east of Raquette Lake extends well outside the unit. 

Additionally, a GIS model of potential deer wintering habitat based on forest type,
elevation, and slope was recently developed for the Adirondacks (Figure 10; J. Gagnon
and S. McNulty, Adirondack Ecological Center, 2004). While this model is a working
draft, initial results suggest that, though most of the potential deer wintering habitat
within BRW and WMPA is within historical areas, there is a significant amount outside
historical area boundaries. Deer selection of wintering areas is not completely
understood. However, the identification of areas of potential wintering habitat in the unit,
combined with the recent findings of Hurst (2004), suggest that the current sizes and
locations of deer yards within the unit may not reflect historical deer yard boundaries
delineated by the Department in the 1960s and 1970s. Therefore, planning for the

Figure 10.  Historical Deer Wintering Areas and Potential Deer Wintering Habitat
in the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
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protection of deer wintering areas relative to recreational activities in the unit should
consider the dynamic nature of these areas rather than the static representation of
historical boundaries, and seek to update our understanding of wintering areas currently
used by deer.

BIRD CONSERVATION AREAS

In September of 1997, §11-2001 of the New York State Environmental Conservation
Law was established, creating the New York State Bird Conservation Area program. The
program is designed to safeguard and enhance bird populations and their habitats on
selected State lands and waters. In November of 2001, New York State designated the
Adirondack mountain summits above 2,800 feet in Essex, Franklin, and Hamilton
counties as the Adirondack Subalpine Forest Bird Conservation Area. The area was
nominated because of its diverse species concentration, individual species concentration
and its importance to species at risk, in particular Bicknell's thrush, a species of special
concern. Included in the designation were lands over 2,800 feet in elevation in the BRW
and WMPA, comprising approximately 5,240 acres on Blue Ridge and the range
including Wakely, Metcalf and Bradley Mountains (Figure 11). These lands support the

Figure 11. Areas of the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive
Area Within the Adirondack Subalpine Forest Bird Conservation Area (Areas
2,800 Feet in Elevation and Above)
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dense thickets of stunted or young growth of balsam fir and red spruce that are preferred
breeding habitat for Bicknell’s thrush, which is a confirmed breeder on Wakely
Mountain.

The vision for the Adirondack Subalpine Forest BCA is to “continue to maintain the
wilderness quality of the area, while facilitating recreational opportunities in a manner
consistent with conservation of the unique bird species present” (NYSDEC, 2001). The
education and research needs and operational management considerations developed by
the Department have been incorporated into the Capacity to Withstand Use and Proposed
Management sections of this plan. 

Fisheries

Aquatic communities in the Adirondacks are a result of geological and human influences.
Prior to human influences relatively simple fish communities were common, particularly
in the BRW. Human-caused changes in habitat and introduction of fishes have altered
those natural communities. Nonnative fishes, especially golden shiner, now are
widespread. 

GEOLOGIC FACTORS

George (1980) provides a summary of geological events which influenced the
colonization of the Adirondack ecological zone by fishes. The receding of the glaciers
about 17,000 B.P. (Before Present) was closely followed by a limited number of
cold-tolerant, vagile, lacustrine species. Such species presumably had access to most
Adirondack waters. At about 13,000 B.P., glacial Lake Albany with a surface elevation
of 350' a.s.l. (average sea level), provided a colonizing route for Atlantean and eastern
boreal species into the southern drainages of the Adirondacks. Approximately 1000 years
later (12,000 B.P.) a corridor opened which allowed recolonization of several lowland
fish species into the northern half of the park via the Raquette, Oswegatchie and Black
Rivers. 

TOPOGRAPHY

Watershed morphometry probably severely limited the diversity of fishes in the BRW.
The BRW includes first and second order streams, and fish diversity is normally low in
such headwater portions of watersheds (Hynes 1972). Topography would have made that
lack of diversity particularly prominent in the unit. Some unit waters drain via Cedar
River to the Hudson River. On the main stem of the Hudson, the Hadley-Luzerne Falls
and possibly Spier Falls were barriers at elevations above historic Lake Albany. As Lake
Albany drained, two additional barriers, Glens Falls and Bakers Falls, formed. Additional
elevation above the Hadley-Luzerne Falls through the Hudson Gorge, and the resulting
lotic habitat, would have acted as a strong filter, if not a barrier, to many species.
Furthermore, the individual streams draining the BRW have extended stretches of high
gradient which include additional barriers to upstream movement of fishes. A gradient of
>150 feet per mile is found on most unit streams. 
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Its headwater nature and the extreme gradients of streams draining the area would have
caused low fish diversities in the BRW relative to much of the Adirondacks.
Furthermore, the Adirondacks in general had low fish diversities relative to surrounding
lowland regions. Consequently, the BRW historically supported particularly low
diversities on a region-wide basis. Brook trout have the extreme agility necessary to have
naturally colonized the BRW waters and, therefore, were probably particularly abundant
in the unit. Also historic brook trout monocultures were most likely to have occurred in
such headwater areas.

The high gradient, presence of barriers, and low fertility of many streams within the
BRW undoubtedly restricted the distribution of fishes regardless of distribution patterns
in lower elevation waters. Severity of climate would act to reduce fish diversity to a few,
cold-tolerant species. 

HUMAN INFLUENCES

Approximately 300 years ago the influence of human cultures from the Old World
initiated a period of rapid manipulation of the natural environment. Commercial activities
precipitated substantial impacts to natural ecosystems. Slightly more than 150 years ago,
canal construction opened new migration routes for fishes into the peripheral Adirondack
areas. Railroads and roads were developed to support the tanning and lumbering
industries, and in the late 1800's tourism rapidly expanded (George 1980). 

Exploitation of pristine fisheries combined with anthropogenic environmental
degradation resulted in the decline of fish populations and stimulated early management
efforts consisting primarily of stocking. A variety of nonnative species were distributed
into the Adirondack uplands via stocking efforts described by George (1980) as "nearly
maniacal". He notes that many species were "...almost endlessly dumped upon the
Adirondack upland." Nonnative species were introduced and the ranges of native species,
which previously had limited distributions, were extended. The result has been a
homogenization of fish communities. Certain native species, notably brook trout and
round whitefish, have declined due to the introduction of other fishes. Other natives,
brown bullhead and creek chubs, for example, are presently much more abundant than
historically, having been spread to many waters where previously absent. Consequently,
fish populations in the majority of waters in today's Adirondack wilderness areas have
been substantially altered by the activities of mankind. Indeed, of 1,123 Adirondack
ecological zone waters surveyed by the Adirondack Lakes Survey Corporation (ALSC)
from 1984-1987, 65 percent contained nonnative species (Gallagher and Baker, 1990).

Detailed documentation of historic fish communities is not available. Extensive fishery
survey data was first collected in the 1930's, decades after the massive stockings and
introductions of the late 1800's. Reviewing work by Mathers from the 1880's and others,
George (1980) has summarized what is known. Appendix 6 presents information on
species known to be native, native-but-widely-introduced (NBWI), and nonnative. It
should be noted that the native classification does not mean those species were found in
every water nor even in a majority of waters. For example, of 1,123 waters surveyed by
the ALSC which contained fish, white suckers and northern redbelly dace were found in
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51 and 19 percent of the lakes, respectively (Gallagher and Baker, 1990). The other
species listed as native were less widely distributed. Such distributions, after a century of
introductions, demonstrate that "native" does not necessarily imply a historically
ubiquitous distribution.

EARLY STOCKING

In the pioneering days of fishery management, volunteers who applied for fish from the
State and Federal hatcheries would drive to the hatchery or to train depots with horse and
buggy to pick up their allocated cans of fish for stocking. Later on, hatchery employees
would employ wagons and teams to haul fish to individual waters or to train depots for
more distant delivery (Pfeiffer 1979). In the year 1891, the State purchased its own
specially designed wooden railroad car appropriately named “The Adirondack” for the
purpose of fish stocking. Initially, the railroad companies furnished free transportation as
a public service (Lindsey 1958). 

Despite the difficulty of moving live fish, “enthusiastic citizens secured and distributed
all sorts of fish for New York’s inland waters” (Fifteenth Annual Report of the Forest,
Fish and Game Commission 1909). Brook trout, brown trout, landlocked salmon,
rainbow trout, lake trout, lake whitefish, round whitefish, cisco, smelt, walleye, yellow
perch, crappie, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass and rock bass were among the species
distributed by the State hatcheries. (Fifteenth Annual Report of the Forest, Fish and
Game Commission 1909).

Although millions of fish were stocked in waters selected by volunteers, stocking was not
done scientifically prior to the 1930's when the first biological surveys established
stocking policies (planned annual stocking). Few waters were stocked every year and
many waters were stocked only occasionally, because volunteers were not available in all
areas of the Adirondacks. 

Stocking of fish from the New York Fish and Game Commission was frequently not
carried out as planned. The Fifteenth Annual Report of the Forest, Fish and Game
Commission, in the year 1909 cited that, “The messenger (railroad) is obliged to take the
fish to the next applicant on his route if applicants for fish failed to meet messengers.
Often the applicants were not on hand to meet the messenger because certain persons
who occupy summer homes in the Adirondacks or some other resorts apply for fish
which have to be sent after those persons have returned to their winter homes.”
Consequently, fish were sent to the next applicant on the route, who stocked the fish in
nearby waters. Fishes may have become established in waters where stocking was not
intended by the Forest, Fish and Game Commission because of difficulties in distribution
and because unclaimed fish were disposed of along the route.

The New York Forest, Fish and Game Commission, feared that many of our Adirondack
lakes had received bass and other fish from the United States Commission of Fisheries
(obtained by volunteers via application) “which never should have been placed in trout
waters.” In its report to the legislature in the year 1909, the Forest, Fish and Game
Commission expressed concern about stocking nonnative fishes via the Federal stocking
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program and cited New York law “prohibiting the placing of anything but trout in
Adirondack waters. We most certainly desire to continue to produce from the Federal
hatcheries every year such allotments as are necessary to keep up the stock in our inland
waters, but we respectively submit that this allotment should only be made with the
advice of this Commission based on the scientific knowledge of the State Fish Culturist.”
(Fifteenth Annual Report of the Forest, Fish and Game Commission 1909).

The importance of the loss of trout ponds caused by the widespread establishment of
nonnative species was expressed again in the 1932 Biological Survey Report of the
Upper Hudson Watershed. “Many Adirondack streams which are still well protected by
forested watersheds have suffered severe damage in respect to trout fishing, from unwise
introduction of pickerel, bass and perch. This is even more true of lakes and ponds, where
the introduction of any of these fishes has often been followed by extermination of the
trout fishing.” 

To help compensate for the loss of trout waters caused largely by the establishment of
nonnative species, the Fisheries, Game and Forests Commission established small local
fish rearing stations in the Adirondacks in the late 1800's. These facilities produced trout
fry for stocking in local waters, but some did not operate for long due to their inability to
rear fish. The first trout hatchery to be located close to the Adirondacks was a private
operation conducted by General Martin Schenck in the Town of Palatine, Montgomery
County in the year 1873. The first State facility was the Fulton Chain Hatchery on Fourth
Lake around 1895. A marginal water supply plagued this facility for years and it was
abandoned in 1933. (Pfeiffer 1979). 

“The Sacandaga Hatchery located near Newton’s Corners in Hamilton County was one of
the pioneers of the State force. The region around the hatchery certainly is in great need
of all the fry that a large hatchery could turn out, as it is in a section far back from a
railroad where it is almost death to fish to transport them from the railroad stations.”
(Report of the Commissioners of Fisheries, Game and Forests 1895). The Sacandaga
Hatchery was abandoned in 1904 because it was impossible to raise fingerlings or
yearlings at this hatchery as the water supply was so very uncertain during the summer
months and because the facility had periodic flooding conditions. “In this respect the
location of the plant was most unfortunate, but the section of country accessible from this
hatchery abounds in numerous lakes and ponds, some of them the very finest for trout in
all the Adirondacks, and as the Forest Preserve Board has recently purchased tracts of
land and waters in the Adirondacks.” (Report of the Commissioners of Fisheries, Game
and Forests 1897).

The wooden “Adirondack” railroad car was replaced by a steel car in 1928. The railroad
car’s primitive fish cans gave way to oxygen tanks around 1938. Trucks came into
fashion for fish delivery around 1921, and the fish car was finally abandoned following
World War II. Some of the trucks were mounted with steel oxygen tanks by 1933
(Pfeiffer 1979). 

As early as 1932 a few remote Adirondack Ponds were stocked by private planes via
contracts with bush pilots. The 1932 Biological Survey of the Upper Hudson Watershed
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Report mentioned that “Transportation of trout by airplanes has been done very
successfully in the relatively few times it has been tried. Both the major difficulties; the
time consumed in transportation and the heavy labor incident upon it [stocking], may be
avoided by the use of the airplane.” A Department amphibious fixed wing plane assisted
in this program by 1947 and was later replaced by helicopter. The importance of aerial
stocking, cannot be overestimated since it has greatly expanded the Department’s fish
planting capabilities (Pfeiffer 1979). 

Habitat degradation, widespread introductions of nonnative fishes, and broad dispersal of
native fishes which historically had limited distributions have drastically altered the fish
fauna of Adirondack waters. George (1980) states: "All of the above events have
impacted the fish fauna of the Adirondack Park, often in complex and synergistic ways
subverting any effort at simple explanation for changes in a particular population". Due
to a paucity in early stocking records, especially for nongame species, it is impossible to
determine if a particular species was native in a specific pond, even though they may
have been present by the time of the first fisheries survey.

ACID PRECIPITATION

Numerous studies in the last 30 years have shown that acidic deposition has impacted the
aquatic resources of the Adirondacks. The ALSC surveyed 1,469 Adirondack waters, 24
percent of which had pH levels less than 5.0 (Kretser et al. 1989). Historic data and water
chemistry analysis demonstrates that many of those waters were historically
circumneutral and able to support fishes. Although less well studied, streams have also
been impacted by acidification (Colquhoun 1984). 

Blue Ridge Wilderness waters have had minor impacts from acid precipitation. Of the 18
ponds with chemical survey data (Appendix 4, Table 1b), eight have pH levels at or
below 6.0; a point at which ponds are considered to be acid endangered. However, only
Potter Pond seems to have become anthropogenically acidified. File notes indicate that
Aluminum Pond (R-P315) was stocked historically with brook trout with fair success.
But, by the time Aluminum Pond was first studied in 1933, the pond was acidic and
fishless, casting some doubts on the earlier fishing reports. Six other unit waters have
pH’s below 6.0, but these are darkly-stained, naturally acidic bog ponds. Long term
monitoring projects have demonstrated that Bear Brook suffers from severe acid flushing
events during the spring snow melt. The acid pulse drives away or kills stream fishes and
invertebrates (Van Sickle et. al., 1996). Unfortunately, it appears that the insidious effects
of acidic deposition on the aquatic ecosystems in BRW waters cannot be managed via
addition of neutralizing agents to restore and/or maintain natural water quality
characteristics as none of them meet criteria specified in the Department’s Final EIS on
Liming (1990). None of the unit’s waters have been limed in the past and no liming
projects are proposed in this plan.
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PRESENT DAY FISH DISTRIBUTION (PONDED WATERS)

Sixteen of the 22 ponded waters of the BRW have been surveyed by either the
Adirondack Lake Survey Corporation (ALSC) or the Department since 1984. Older data
exist for two other unit waters. Thus, there are four unit waters which have never been
surveyed. The Department surveyed nine of the 16 waters with recent data in 1992 in a
deliberate effort to update inventory data for this UMP. Appendix 4 contains data for the
18 ponded waters of the unit for which information are available, plus a listing of the four
waters which are numbered on New York State Biological Survey overlays, but have not
been surveyed. There are a dozen or more very small, unnumbered ponds in the unit
which are not listed. These smaller waters are likely temporary beaver impoundments.
The transitory nature of such ponded waters and their remote location preclude most
survey efforts.

Brook trout are the principal native salmonid within the BRW and they exist within nine
of the 18 waters with fish species information listed in Appendix 4. A brook trout
monoculture (i.e., brook trout are the only fish species in the water) may be present in
Lower Mitchell Pond (UH-P646). Most brook trout populations within the unit are
maintained through Department stocking. Sagamore Lake has the only significant
population of brook trout sustained by natural spawning. However, brook trout were
stocked historically in Sagamore Lake by private owners so this population is not
regarded as a “heritage” strain. The Department has identified several genetically unique
“heritage” strains of brook trout in other Adirondack waters, but no such strains now
occur in the BRW. The lack of naturally spawning populations of brook trout in BRW
lakes does not reflect historic conditions. Introductions of nonnative and native-but-
widely-introduced (NBWI) species along with siltation have seriously impacted brook
trout reproduction in BRW lakes. Rock Pond, Sprague Pond, and Slim Pond (UH-P651)
are former brook trout waters which are now inhabited primarily by nonnative species.
Slim Pond (R-P302) and Wilson Pond have remnant brook trout populations facing
serious competitive pressure from abundant populations of nonnative golden shiner.
Without active fisheries management brook trout would decline precipitously within the
unit. 

Lake trout are the only other native salmonid in the BRW. A naturally reproducing
population of lake trout occurs in Sagamore Lake. Lakers were stocked historically in
this lake, however, so these fish cannot be regarded as an Adirondack 'heritage' strain. 

Brown trout are the only nonnative, historically associated, salmonid that is present
within the BRW. Brown trout are present in Stephens Pond, Sprague Pond and Slim Pond
(R-P302).

The lake whitefish is a nonnative species stocked in many large Adirondack lakes,
including Sagamore Lake in the BRW, between 1900-1930. A single lake whitefish was
collected in Sagamore Lake in 1984. 

Blue Ridge Wilderness waters have remained relatively free from invasion by nonnative
warmwater predators/competitors. Sagamore Lake is the only unit water in which
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smallmouth bass are present. Rock Pond is now likely inhabited by largemouth bass and
tiger musky stocked originally in neighboring Lake Durant. Northern pike, chain
pickerel, and walleye are not known to be present in the unit. Yellow perch are perhaps
the most severe competitor with brook trout. The BRW contains two waters, Sagamore
Lake and Rock Pond, with yellow perch. Surprisingly, brook trout still comprise part of
the fish community in Sagamore Lake, probably due to the lake’s extensive tributary
system. Brook trout migrate from these streams, but yellow perch cannot invade their
spawning habitat due to beaver dam blockages. A nonnative cyprinid species, the golden
shiner, is found in four of the 11 BRW lakes with fish communities. Golden shiners are
also serious competitors with brook trout. Golden shiner have increased in abundance
within unit waters in recent times. Prior to 1965, the species occurred in only one water.
The brook trout populations in Wilson Pond and Slim Pond (R-P302) have declined due
to the high abundance of golden shiner. It is likely that golden shiners have established
due to bait pail introductions. 

Appendix 6 lists common Adirondack upland fish species as provided by George (1980).
These species are classified as either native, nonnative, or native-but-widely-introduced
(NBWI). As discussed earlier in this section, not all of the native and NBWI species
listed in Appendix 6 are necessarily endemic or common within the BRW. In fact, the
white sucker is the only native species that sustains itself in more than 25 percent of the
waters that contain fish (5 of 11). The less common longnose sucker is found only in
Sagamore Lake. Northern redbelly dace occur in two unit waters. In general, NBWI
species are the most common naturally sustained fishes within the BRW: brown bullhead
occur in five lakes; pumpkinseed occur in three lakes; and, creek chub occur in three
lakes of the 11 with known fish communities.

There are five native species reported in historical fish records for the unit of uncertain
modern status: redbreast sunfish, cutlips minnow, common shiner, lake chub and
blacknose shiner. Both Sagamore Lake and Rock Pond have not been comprehensively
netted in decades, so it is likely that several species mentioned are still present in those
waters (see Appendices 4 and 5 ). Redbreast sunfish and cutlips minnow were captured in
a 1959 survey of Rock Pond. A 2002 electrofishing survey of Lake Durant (contiguous
with Rock Pond, but not in the BRW) did capture cutlips minnow, so that species, at
least, is still likely in Rock Pond. Lake chub were captured in 1933 in Sagamore Lake,
but were not captured in more recent efforts. The common shiner has also been captured
in Sagamore Lake and Rock Pond. 

Of the five species listed above, only the blacknose shiner is uncommon elsewhere in the
Adirondacks (Doug Carlson, personal communication). The blacknose shiner was
reported in the earliest surveys of Sprague Pond and Grassy Pond, but has not been
recaptured in modern surveys. Blacknose shiner are common is some tributaries and
ponds along the St. Lawrence River. George (1980) lists them as being found in a dozen
Adirondack waters within the Upper Hudson drainage, but is silent on whether the
species is native to upland waters. Scott and Crossman (1973) indicate the species is
frequently sold as bait in southern Ontario. It is possible that their presence in a small
area of the Adirondacks is due to past importation and spread as a baitfish early in the
1900's. Blacknose shiner may have disappeared from Sprague Pond after nonnative
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golden shiner became established. The 1971 reclamation of Sprague Pond otherwise
likely eliminated them. Blacknose shiner may still be present in Grassy Pond, but were
not seen in a 1987 ALSC survey. It should be noted that blacknose shiner are easily
confused with a variety of other minnow species. Further research is clearly needed to
determine the status of this species in the Adirondacks. 

Comprehensive surveys are scheduled in this plan for Sagamore Lake and Rock Pond to
update inventory data regarding their fish communities. Grassy Pond is a potential
reclamation candidate, but that action is not proposed within the five year scope of this
plan. If nonnative species accrue in Grassy Pond to the detriment of native species and a
reclamation is scheduled, the pond would be extensively netted to determine the status of
blacknose shiner. Blacknose shiner should be reintroduced after the reclamation along
with a heritage strain of brook trout, but only if the blacknose shiner can be determined to
be a true native Adirondack species and if a suitable regional source for the species can
be found.

PRESENT DAY FISH DISTRIBUTION (STREAMS)

Brook trout are likely present in some of the headwater streams of the unit like the inlets
to Sagamore Lake and Rock Pond, along with portions of Bear Creek. However, there are
no fisheries data to confirm this speculation. All of the streams within the BRW are small
and steep with little potential for management. Slimy sculpins and native minnow species
are likely present in the larger portions of these streams. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES, THREATENED SPECIES, AND SPECIES OF SPECIAL
CONCERN

There are no records of any endangered, threatened or special concern species occurring
currently or historically in unit waters. Round whitefish is the only fish species listed as
endangered by New York State which may once have been present in area waters. The
round whitefish was historically abundant in many Adirondack lakes, but has seriously
declined in numbers and distribution. George (1980) states that the species "...must be
considered highly vulnerable to competition and predation by invading southern forms".
The BRW includes only one lake with the chemical/physical characteristics which may
once have favored round whitefish, Sagamore Lake. However, private stocking efforts
that included lake whitefish and the establishment of competitive nonnative species like
smallmouth bass and yellow perch would have lead to the demise of round whitefish long
before the lake was first surveyed in 1933. 

HERITAGE STRAINS

Adirondack ponds are home to several "heritage" strains of brook trout believed to be
unadulterated by exposure to domestic strains. Horn Lake, Little Tupper Lake and
Windfall Pond are examples of lakes which have provided heritage strains of brook trout.
Undiscovered heritage strains of brook trout may still exist in some unsurveyed ponds in
the Adirondacks, but none of these are expected to occur in the Blue Ridge Wilderness.
Creation of additional populations of heritage strain brook trout helps protect their
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genotype(s) from accidental contamination which may occur in the future in their natal
waters. Refugia for heritage strains must be isolated from other waters.

Competition and predation by introduced species have greatly reduced the abundance of
brook trout sustained by natural reproduction. Only about 40 of the traditional brook trout
ponds in public ownership in the Adirondack Park now support viable, self-sustaining
brook trout populations. The potential for successful natural reproduction is greatly
enhanced when interspecific competition and predation are reduced or eliminated.
Human introductions of nonnatives and natives which had limited distributions have
nearly eliminated natural brook trout monocultures in the Adirondacks. Historic brook
trout monocultures have been documented in the Adirondack Park and the survival of
even a few such unique communities through the massive environmental disturbances
and species introductions of the 19th and 20th centuries is quite remarkable. Survey data
indicates that Lower Mitchell Pond in the BRW is a brook trout monoculture, but that
population likely established via an air stocking error since many of the trout captured in
the 1992 survey were fin clipped. The brook trout in Lower Mitchell Pond are not a
heritage strain. Past private stocking efforts in Sagamore Lake eliminate that naturally
spawning population from designation as a heritage strain. 

Brook trout were particularly successful at colonizing and thrived in the relative absence
of competing and predacious fishes. George (1980) states: "Under primeval conditions,
the brook trout was nearly ubiquitous in the Adirondacks. Its agility, great range in size
and facility in rapidly flowing water allowed it to spread widely, perhaps even
concurrently with the demise of the glaciers, thus explaining its presence in unstocked
waters above currently impassable waterfalls."

The decline in brook trout associated with the introduction of other fishes is a result of
both predation and competition for food. Brook trout feed primarily on invertebrates.
Many other fishes, including white sucker, longnose sucker, redbreast sunfish,
pumpkinseed, brown bullhead, yellow perch, and the cyprinids (minnows, shiners, and
dace) also feed primarily on invertebrates (Scott and Crossman 1973). In low fertility
waters such as Adirondack ponds, competition for such forage can be intense. In addition
to competing with brook trout for food, many fishes prey directly on brook trout.
Northern pike, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, and rock bass are highly piscivorous.
Species which may feed on eggs and/or fry include yellow perch, brown bullhead,
pumpkinseed, creek chub, common shiner, white sucker and longnose sucker (Scott and
Crossman 1973). The relative importance of competition versus predation in the decline
of brook trout is not known for individual waters, but the result is the same regardless of
the mechanism. 

Natural reproduction by brook trout is also very sensitive to impacts from sedimentation
caused, for example, by logging, fires and other human activities. During the 1800's, the
Adirondacks supported a logging industry. Substantial areas were denuded and
subsequently subjected to wildfires. For additional information on logging see Section
III. Due to their reproduction behavior, brook trout are among the most susceptible of all
Adirondack fauna to the impacts of sedimentation. Brook trout spawn in the fall, burying
their eggs in gravel. Flow must be maintained through the gravel, around the eggs, until
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hatching occurs the following spring. Sand or fine sediments restrict flow around the
eggs resulting in an inadequate supply of oxygen.

SCENIC 

To most visitors the Forest Preserve is best known as the impressive scenic backdrop to
the state, county, and town highways that connect the many villages and hamlets of the
Adirondack Park. Many of these roads are parts of a system of officially designated
scenic byways, including the Adirondack North Country automobile trails that are
marked with distinctive icons on brown and yellow signs. Scenic byways are managed to
protect their visual character and to encourage economic development through tourism
and recreation.

State Route 28 is a designated scenic byway called the Central Adirondack Trail.
Between Indian Lake and Blue Mountain Lake, Route 28/30 is part of the Adirondack
Trail. The lands of the BRW contribute significantly to the scenic quality of the south
side of this highway corridor between the hamlets of Indian Lake and Raquette Lake.
Blue Ridge–the long mountain for which the unit is named–is visible from Route 30 to
those driving south from the Blue Mountain trailhead toward the hamlet of Blue
Mountain Lake. The Blue Ridge is also visible from Route 28/30 along the edge of Lake
Durant. 

Within the BRW, a scenic vista on Sawyer Mountain gives views of the High Peaks to
the east and Wakely Mountain, Panther Mountain and the Blue Ridge to the west. The
fire tower on Wakely Mountain affords a panoramic view of the Blue Ridge Wilderness,
West Canada Lake Wilderness, Moose River Plains Wild Forest, Blue Mountain Wild
Forest, Sargent Ponds Wild Forest and Pigeon Lake Wilderness. Outside the unit, the fire
towers on Blue Mountain and Snowy Mountain provide good views of the Blue Ridge
and Wakely Mountain.

Major scenic vistas from within the unit may be lost without management action. For
instance, without the Wakely Mountain fire tower, there would be no views of
surrounding areas from the mountain summit. The view from Sawyer Mountain is limited
to a small opening in the forest vegetation at a point where the ground surface drops off
steeply. The view has been maintained through the clipping of selected small trees.
Without maintenance, the vista would be largely obstructed within 10 years.

Average annual visibility in the BRW and WMPA is less than or equal to one-quarter
mile on 3.7 days (one percent) of the year, less than or equal to one mile on 11 days
(three percent) of the year, less than or equal to 3 miles on 40 to 55 days (11 to 15
percent) of the year, less than or equal to 10 miles on 150 to 183 days (41 to 50 percent)
of the year, and greater than 10 miles on 150 to 219 days (41 to 60 percent) of the year
(USDA NRCS National Water and Climate Center, 2000).
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Facilities
An inventory of structures and improvements in the BRW and WMPA is included in
Appendix 9.

NONCONFORMING USES

Wakely Mountain Fire Tower and Associated Structures: Within the WMPA, the fire
tower, observer cabin and helipad are nonconforming structures.1 According to the
APSLMP, when the fire tower is no longer needed, the structures will be removed and
the primitive area will be reclassified to become part of the BRW.

Great Camp Sagamore Ruins: A number of structures associated with Great Camp
Sagamore are situated within the BRW. Little remains of most of the structures but
foundations or, in some instances, alterations in the natural contours of the landscape
where the structures once stood. The structures that remain most intact are those
associated with the former hydroelectric facility on South Inlet, including a dam,
valvehouse and powerhouse. The Sagamore structures, listed in Table 8, are historically
significant and are included in Sagamore’s National Historic Landmark designation.

Gould Road Spurs: The boundary between the BRW and the MRPWF in the area north
and west of Wakely Pond is the edge of the Gould Road which is open to motor vehicle
use. The Gould road leaves Cedar River Road at a point less than 100 feet east of the
Wakely Pond outlet and proceeds northwesterly, then southwesterly in the direction of
the trail to Wakely Mountain. Three spur roads, probably former logging roads, leave the
Gould Road and proceed into the BRW. The first spur road leaves the Gould road at a
point 0.5 miles from Cedar River Road and proceeds north one mile up Sugarloaf
Mountain. The second spur road leaves the Gould road at a point 1.1 miles from Cedar
River Road and proceeds north one mile to the saddle between Metcalf and Sugarloaf
Mountains. The third spur road leaves the Gould road at a point 1.6 miles from the Cedar
River Road and proceeds northwest 0.4 miles, then turns southwest an additional 0.4
miles. All three are dead-end roads. At present, the spur roads are not barricaded, and no
barricade prevents motor vehicle use of the Gould road. A beaver dam blocks the Gould
road 0.9 miles from Cedar River Road, preventing most vehicles except snowmobiles
from proceeding past the dam.

Golden Beach Campground Septic System and Pipe Gate: The septic system for the
Golden Beach Campground was constructed in 1966. It occupies a cleared area of
approximately three-quarters of an acre located approximately 400 feet from Route 28.
An unpaved road provides access. There is a pipe gate at the beginning of the road.
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Sprague Pond pipe gate: A pipe gate is located at the beginning of the former road to
Sprague Pond. 

East Inlet Bridge: A foot trail bridge over East Inlet near Sagamore Lake consists of two
steel I-beam stringers and a wood deck. The APSLMP requires that foot trail bridges be
constructed of natural materials.

Past Influences

CULTURAL VALUES

“Cultural resources are the collective evidence of the past activities and accomplishments
of people. They include buildings, objects, features, locations, and structures with
scientific, historic, and cultural value.” (New York Archaeological Council, 2000.) The
Department is required by the New York State Historic Preservation Act (PRHPL Article
14) and SEQRA (ECL Article 8) to include cultural resources in the range of
environmental values that are managed on public lands. In Forest Preserve management
planning, cultural resource considerations range from historic structures and
archaeological sites to the Forest Preserve itself.

The history of the Forest Preserve is the story of an evolution of values. Before the
arrival of European settlers, Native Americans hunted, fished and collected plant foods in
the Adirondack region. The value of the Adirondacks to Europeans centered around
commodities from furs to iron ore and timber. Gradually small communities sprang up
along the region’s major rivers. State-sponsored exploration, starting with geologist
Ebenezer Emmons in 1837 and continuing with surveyor Verplanck Colvin in the 1870s,
inspired writers and artists, who helped popularize the region as a resort of great natural
beauty with abundant fish and game. A growing sense that the mining, logging and
tanning industries were spoiling this wild part of New York, especially among downstate
businessmen worried that continued logging would lead to reduced flows in the Hudson
River and Erie Canal, led to the legislative creation of the Forest Preserve in 1885 and
ultimately to its protection under the New York State Constitution in 1895. The creation
of the Forest Preserve was one of the earliest acts of large-scale public land protection in
the nation. Only Yosemite and Yellowstone Parks had come before. The Adirondack
precedent served as a foundation for the creation of a nationwide wilderness preservation
system, established with the passage of the Federal Wilderness Act of 1964.

The Forest Preserve has great cultural significance for the people of New York as a
protected natural landscape. Since its creation, its value has continuously grown. The
importance of the Forest Preserve in the history of the state and the nation was
commemorated in the designation of the Adirondack Forest Preserve as a National
Historic Landmark in 1963. This designation automatically resulted in a listing in the
State and National Registers of Historic Places. The value of Forest Preserve lands as a
refuge for natural plant and animal communities where appropriate recreational access is
encouraged was articulated with the adoption of the APSLMP in 1972. 
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Today, the values of the Forest Preserve may be described under four categories:
experiential, scientific, symbolic and spiritual, and economic (Wilderness Management,
Hendee and Dawson, 2002). It has experiential value, in that people may visit vast living
landscapes and enjoy recreation in areas of great natural beauty. The Forest Preserve is
important as a wild place where people may be rejuvenated by reconnecting with the
natural world. Wilderness recreation was a major reason for the creation of the Forest
Preserve, and it has become increasingly important as a growing population has
expanded its influence over the land. The scientific value of the Forest Preserve derives
from its character as a protected landscape where natural processes operate with minimal
human influence. Forest Preserve lands serve as examples of natural ecosystems that may
be studied to gain information about the conditions of the undisturbed natural world, and
may be monitored to measure the effects of human activity on the realms of nature. By
standing as an image of the beauty and power of nature, the Forest Preserve has symbolic
and spiritual value. It is a symbol of the original condition of the state when Europeans
first arrived, the frontier that challenged our ancestors as they struggled to build the first
settlements. It embodies the belief that not all of New York State should be developed
and occupied, but a large part should be protected in a natural condition, in the hope that
a significant part of the state’s original landscape will be preserved far into the future.
Recreational access to Forest Preserve lands provides opportunities for people to
experience spiritual uplift and inspiration as they leave the distractions of civilization,
observe the panorama of wild lands, and interact with the basic elements of life. 

Large numbers of people express their appreciation of the Forest Preserve through direct
recreational use. However, the majority of New Yorkers may never set foot on Forest
Preserve lands. Nevertheless, as the population of the state has increased and the
development of land for agricultural, industrial and residential use has progressed, they
have shown their support for the Forest Preserve by repeatedly approving funding for the
purchase of new lands and resisting efforts to relax constitutional protections. In addition
to these powerful intangible values, the Forest Preserve has significant economic value to
the Adirondack region. Not only does the State pay full property and school taxes to
counties, towns and villages, but the aesthetic and recreational attraction of Forest
Preserve lands draws millions of people each year, who support lodging and dining
establishments and an array of other businesses in the region.

The BRW has value as one of the wilder components of the wilderness system in the
Adirondacks. Having relatively little recreational development and relatively low levels
of recreational use, the BRW is especially suited for recreational experiences of solitude
in an undisturbed natural landscape. With a large area of old growth forest in the central
part of the area, it is suited to the scientific study of forest communities that have evolved
with minimal human influence. And as the setting for the construction of Great Camp
Sagamore, the BRW played a significant part in the development of a national land ethic.

Great Camp Sagamore

William West Durant began to promote recreational development in the central
Adirondack region in the late 1870s. He developed a distinctively Adirondack
architectural style in the construction of elaborate rustic camps that have come to be
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known as “great camps.” His last great camp, Sagamore, is on the edge of what is now
the Blue Ridge Wilderness, which encompasses most of the 1,526 acres that were part of
the original Sagamore estate. A full discussion of the history and cultural value of Great
Camp Sagamore, along with Great Camp Uncas within the adjacent Moose River Plains
Wild Forest, is presented in Section 5, Historic Great Camps Special Management Area,
Special Area Plan. 

HISTORIC STRUCTURES 

Within the Forest Preserve, the type and number of permissible structures are limited by
the requirements of the New York State Constitution and the APSLMP. Permissible
structures are those that serve recreational purposes, such as lean-tos, and those that
support administrative functions, such as interior outposts. Fire towers, where they are
permitted by the APSLMP, may serve both recreational and administrative functions.

Fire towers have been the subject of considerable public interest over the last decade. The
majority of surviving fire towers have been found eligible for listing on the State and
National Registers of Historic Places, and a number of them were formally listed in 2001.
For a State agency, a determination that a structure is eligible for listing has the same
significance as formal listing, in that the agency is obligated to treat the structure
appropriately and required to follow special procedures should it be necessary to remove
or modify the structure.

The Wakely Mountain fire tower is one of 10 steel towers purchased from AerMotor of
Chicago by New York State in 1916 and erected on mountain tops for fire detection
purposes. These towers were distinctive in having ladders running up their sides rather
than internal stairways. A stairway was added to Wakely in 1930. Of the original 10,
Wakely is one of four remaining. (The other three are Cathead, Hadley and Woodhull.)
The Wakely tower retains more of the original ladder structure than any of the others.
With a height of 69 feet six inches to the floor of the cab and 78 feet two inches to the top
of roof, Wakely is the tallest of the original 10 steel towers, the third tallest tower now
standing within the Adirondack Park, and the fourth tallest ever erected in the Park.

The Wakely Mountain fire tower was listed on the New York State Register of Historic
Places on August 7, 2003 and on the National Register of Historic Places on October 3,
2003. It is included in a Letter of Resolution between the Department and OPRHP signed
in 1994. The letter was crafted to accommodate the requirements of the APSLMP and the
State Historic Preservation Act. It acknowledged that the Wakely Mountain fire tower
had been designated a National Historic Landmark, most likely by virtue of its being
situated within the Forest Preserve, and suggested that the tower be retained. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Archaeological sites are locations where materials (artifacts, ecofacts) or modifications to
the landscape reveal evidence of past human activity. They include a wide array of
resources ranging from precontact Native American camps and villages to Euroamerican
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homesteads and industrial sites. Such sites can be entirely subsurface or can contain
above ground remains such as foundation walls or earthwork features.

As a part of the inventory effort associated with the development of this plan, the
Department arranged for the archaeological site inventories maintained by the New York
State Museum and the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation to be searched to identify known archaeological resources that might be
located within or near the unit. The two inventories overlap to an extent but do not
entirely duplicate one another. The purpose of this effort was to identify any known sites
that might be affected by actions proposed within the unit and to assist in understanding
and characterizing past human use and occupation of the unit. The results of these site
file checks are presented in Table 7. The recorded sites are outside the BRW and WMPA,

Table 7. Recorded Archaeological Sites Within Two Miles of the Blue Ridge
Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Areas

Quad Site Name Description
Raquette Lake (15') Marion River Carry 1899-1900. Landing dock, engine house, old

water tank, bridge remains. Blue Mountain and
Raquette Lake Steamboat Line.

Blue Mountain (15') Cedar River-Indian
Lake Hydroelectric
Plant

20th century. Concrete dam, canal, wood stave
penstock, wood frame powerhouse. Now a
vacation cabin.

Raquette Lake (15') Camp Pine Knot
Farm Site

1877-1960s. Cut and wire nails, bricks, red
earthenware, coal, and vessel and flat glass.
One outbuilding, two foundations, one rubble
pile.

within two miles of the unit boundary. Sites within the unit are not yet included in the
database.

The quality of the site inventory information varies a great deal in all respects. Very little
systematic archaeological survey work has been undertaken in New York State,
especially in the Adirondack region. An inventory performed in implementation of the
Historic Preservation Act was neither systematic nor comprehensive as it was limited to
literature and anecdotal data. Therefore all current inventories must be considered
incomplete. Few sites have been investigated to any degree that would permit their
significance to be evaluated. Many reported site locations result from 19th century
antiquarian information, artifact collector reports that have not been field verified. Often
very little is known about the age, function or size of these sites. This means that reported
site locations can be unreliable or polygons that encompass large areas. Systematic
archaeological inventory work should be undertaken in the future to identify and
document existing resources. Though a review of existing site files turned up no records
of archaeological sites within the BRW or WMPA, a number of sites exist. Two sites
designated as National Historic Landmarks are wholly or partially located within the unit:
the Wakely Mountain fire tower and a number of structural ruins and roads associated
with Great Camp Sagamore. Remnants of other early carriage roads also are visible.
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The designation of Camp Sagamore as a National Historic Landmark in 2000
encompassed the entire original estate of 1,526 acres. Therefore, the components of the
former hydroelectric complex and the other structures, as well as former carriage roads,
are included in the designation. Some of the old carriage roads, such as the trail around
Sagamore Lake, are clearly evident, while others seem to have disappeared without a
trace. Buildings like the valvehouse and powerhouse from the former hydroelectric plant
remain substantially intact, though little remains of the former boathouse on South Inlet
but the submerged cribbing on which the structure was built. 

A number of former carriage roads, logging roads and trails cross the lands now within
the BRW. Old maps give evidence of a number of carriage roads constructed in the late
1800s, including those from Lake Sumner (now Lake Kora) to Aluminum Pond, what is
now Cedar River Road to Dishrag Pond, and Cedar River Road past Stephens and
Cascade Ponds to Eagle Lake. Carriage roads or foot trails are shown on topographic
maps from 1903, including those from the east end of what is now Lake Durant to
Stephens Pond, Rock Pond to Cascade Pond, and Eagle Lake to Slim, Potter and Mitchell
Ponds. There is evidence that workers at Camp Sagamore, Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill
Kare traveled to and from the Indian Lake area on a trail from the camps past Aluminum
Pond and Dishrag Pond to Cedar River Road.

Table 8. Unrecorded Archaeological Sites Within the Blue Ridge Wilderness and
Wakely Mountain Primitive Areas

Site Name Description
Sagamore hydroelectric plant Concrete dam on South Inlet, raceway to

valvehouse of brick with concrete roof (some
hardware in place), channel with steel ribs of
former wood penstock leading to powerhouse of
brick with concrete roof, remnants of two
turbines and other hardware in place, raceway
to river.

South Inlet boathouse Remains of boathouse for launch owned by W.
W. Durant. Near South Inlet Falls. Only
remnants of log and rock support cribs under
water remain.

Gate house Site of former structure where a watchman
greeted guests. Near Cascades trailhead on
Sagamore Road. Building removed.

Milking barn Ruins, east side of old field known as “farm
meadow,” north side of Sagamore Lake.

Carriage and hay shed Ruins, near old field known as “farm meadow”,
north side of Sagamore Lake.

Sugar shack Ruins between “farm meadow” and Sagamore
Lake

Lineman’s cabin Remains of former seasonal farm dwelling on
north shore Sagamore Lake.

George’s Camp Ruins of structure on south side of Sagamore
Lake, east side.

Gloria’s Lean-to Ruins near Blue Ridge trail.
Well Formerly used to water horses on former road

to Sagamore, now called Big Slope trail. 
Gazebo Ruins near south shore of Sagamore Lake,
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west side. 
Fish Camp Former camp for Mossy Maxon, guide for Kill

Kare and Sagamore owners and guests.
Located about three miles east of Lake Kora
where an old trail from what is now Lake Kora to
Aluminum Pond crossed south fork of what was
known as Sneed Creek and is now Lost Brook.
Built by W. W. Durant about 1893.

Camp on Aluminum Pond Attributed to W. W. Durant
Camp on Bear Pond Shown on 1903 15-minute Raquette Lake

quadrangle.
Road around Sagamore Lake Former Camp Sagamore carriage road. Now

used as Sagamore Lake foot trail.
Road from Sagamore Road to South Inlet falls,
east side Sagamore Outlet

Former Camp Sagamore carriage road. Now
used as Powerhouse foot trail

Road from Sagamore Road to South Inlet falls,
west side Sagamore Outlet

Former Camp Sagamore carriage road. Now
used as Cascades foot trail.

Road from Powerhouse road to road around
Sagamore Lake

Former Camp Sagamore carriage road. Now
used as Big Slope foot trail.

Winter road to South Inlet falls Former Camp Sagamore carriage road. Visible
as it heads southward from Route 28 near
bridge over South Inlet, becomes steadily less
visible, disappears well before falls. Used as
logging road during 1950s timber salvage
operations.

Carriage roads, trails between Camp Sagamore
and Kamp Kill Kare and Cedar River Road

Old maps indicate road from Sumner Lake (now
Lake Kora) to Aluminum Pond and road from
Cedar River Road to Dishrag Pond. Reports of
trail connecting the two ponds, forming a
continuous trail.

Old Cascade Road Former carriage road from Cedar River Road
past Stephens and Cascade Ponds to Eagle
Lake. 

1950 Blowdown salvage logging roads Numerous roads constructed in early 1950s to
remove timber affected by 1950 Blowdown.
Roads concentrated in northwest portion of
BRW, area most significantly affected by storm.
Some entered unit from Route 28, some from
Sagamore Road. Records and maps on file in
Department’s Northville office.

The1950 Blowdown affected a large area of Forest Preserve land within what is now the
BRW. An attorney general opinion that the Conservation Department had the authority to
allow fallen timber to be removed resulted in a number of timber salvage operations in
the northwestern portion of the BRW, the part of the unit most heavily affected by the
storm. Numerous former logging roads heading southward into the unit from Route 28
are evident between Utowana Lake and South Inlet. A road used during one of the
operations was the old winter road from Raquette Lake to Camp Sagamore, shown on an
1897 map. Table 8 lists the historic roads and structures associated with Camp Sagamore
known to exist within the BRW, along with other historic roads in the unit.
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Public Use

LANDS AND WATERS

Past and Present Use

With a total of only 11.5 miles of marked trails throughout its 74 square miles, the
intensity of official trail development in the BRW is low in relation to other Forest
Preserve wilderness areas. Public use is largely confined to marked trails and their
destinations, namely Wilson Pond, Cascade Pond, Stephens Pond and Sawyer Mountain.
The Northville-Lake Placid Trail traverses the unit from the former McCane’s Resort
past Stephens Pond to the Lake Durant Campground. Unofficial trails, such as the former
roads to Sprague Pond and Death Brook Falls and those surrounding Great Camp
Sagamore, also attract use. The trail to the summit of Wakely Mountain is lightly used
compared with other fire tower mountains. Most of the trail is within the MRPWF; 0.5
miles is in the WMPA.

Ponds are the destinations of many of the trails in the BRW. Because fishing is a popular
activity for many backcountry travelers, and the shores of ponds offer beautiful views, all
three lean-tos and most of the tent sites in the unit are close to water. Ponds in the unit are
used for fishing, swimming and boating. Creeks, brooks, and streams are used for fishing
and for drinking water. Some skiing and ice skating may also be occurring. Ice fishing is
prohibited in lakes and ponds designated as trout fisheries. Rock Pond and Lake Durant
are warmwater fisheries where ice fishing is permitted. Other ponds in the BRW are
fishless. Sagamore Lake and some of the unit’s ponds are sites repeatedly sampled as part
of ongoing research into the effects of acid precipitation.

Trail registers, whose primary purpose is to help locate people who lose their way in the
backcountry, can provide information about trail use. Presently there are trail registers on
the Northville-Lake Placid Trail at Lake Durant and at the Sawyer Mountain and Wakely
Mountain trailheads. Many trail users do not sign registers, and register sheets are
occasionally destroyed or lost through vandalism. Nevertheless, trailhead registrations
can give a fair indication of relative use levels and can indicate long-term use trends.
Table 9 gives trail registration numbers by year for BRW registers. The register sheets
for most years for the Wakely Mountain trail were not available. A forest ranger standard
operating procedure implemented in 2003 (Appendix 10) will assure that trail register
sheets for all trail registers will be collected and made available for planning purposes. 
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     1The trail register was moved from the intersection with the trail to Cascade Pond to the Lake
Durant Campground in 1997.

     2Trail register sheets for the period August 31 through October 14 were missing.

     3Trail register sheets for the high-use period between early June and early September were
missing. 

     4Registration began June 1, 2000, when the Sawyer Mountain trail register was first installed.

     5The Wakely trail register was first installed August 6, 1990. Registration numbers were 742
people in 1990, 891 in 1991. In 1992 1,010 people signed in between 1/1 and 10/22. Sheets for
the rest of the year were not available.

     6Some use figures missing late August through mid-September. 
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Table 9. Trailhead Registrations, Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive
Area

Trailhead 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994

Northville-Lake Placid
Trail at Lake Durant1

1,252 1,2272 1,283 1,259 1,361 1,566 1,264 1,141 NA 1,209

Sawyer Mountain Trail 2,035 1,0593 2,307 1,6594

Wakely Mountain Trail5 1,138 1,2546 1,424

Registration figures show that the use of the trail from the former McCane’s Resort
through Stephens Pond to the Lake Durant Campground is relatively low and has not
varied much for many years. This leg of the Northville-Lake Placid Trail is mostly used
by those heading from the campground to Stephens Pond. The number of people intent
on traveling the NP Trail from end to end in a given year is relatively low. Since 1971 the
Schenectady Chapter of the Adirondack Mountain Club has issued patches to those who
have certified that they have hiked the full length of the trail. The chapter has awarded
between 60 and 90 patches in each of the past several years.

The numbers of people who hike to the Wakely Mountain fire tower are significantly
lower than the numbers for other nearby fire tower mountains. For instance in 1995,
1,424 people signed the register. That year the number of registrants at Blue Mountain
was 13,375, while at Snowy Mountain 3,748 people registered. In 2002 when 9,924
registered at Blue Mountain and 3,473 signed in at Snowy, approximately 1,300 people
signed in at the Wakely Mountain trailhead. Available information indicates that use
levels on the Wakely Mountain trail have remained fairly steady over the years. The
reason for the lower level of use at Wakely is not known, though it is thought that a major
reason is the distance of the trailhead from a major highway and the heavily forested
condition of the summit, which allows no views except from the fire tower.
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Use trends for the Wilson Pond, Cascade Pond and Sawyer Mountain trails, as well as the
unmarked trails to Sprague Pond, Slim Pond, Death Brook Falls and those near Camp
Sagamore, have yet to be documented. 

Recreational pursuits and visitor use levels vary by season. In spring, anglers hike to
accessible trout waters, including Sagamore Lake and Wilson, Cascade, Stephens and
Sprague Ponds. Many anglers hike in and fish for the day, though some camp at lean-tos
and established tent sites. According to observations by forest rangers and Fisheries staff,
spring angler use of the ponds in the BRW is relatively light, with higher use levels at
Sprague Pond because of its relatively good fishing and accessibility. On weekend days,
usually no more than two or three cars are parked at any of the parking areas serving
trails leading to interior waters. Fishing along interior streams is light, except on South
Inlet near its outlet from Sagamore Lake and along the banks of larger pools, where
angler use has caused the development of streamside pathways. Use of parking areas,
trails and tent sites by anglers continues through summer and fall until the end of trout
season. 

People interested in hiking and camping visit the BRW throughout the year. Use levels
are highest during the summer and fall. Most hikers follow marked trails, though some
unmarked trails--notably the trails near Sagamore Lake–are regularly used. 

According to Department staff and a review of trail register sheets, the majority of
visitors are day-hikers. The Wakely and Sawyer Mountain trails are used almost
exclusively by day-hikers. Most use of the Stephens Pond and Cascade Pond trails is day
use, though the lean-to on each pond is regularly occupied by campers staying one or two
nights. Many who stay at the Lake Durant Campground hike to Stephens Pond and back
or make a loop to Stephens and Cascade Ponds, then back to the campground. Through-
hiking on the Northville-Lake Placid Trail as recorded on the Lake Durant trail register
occurs throughout the year. As expected, most use is recorded during the summer and fall
months, though some use is recorded during winter and spring. Wilson Pond is a
relatively easy day hike, and the lean-to is a destination for campers, but use levels are
relatively low. Although they are not marked Department trails, the trail around
Sagamore Lake and other trails in the vicinity of Great Camp Sagamore are traveled by
the public. Sites with ruins associated with Sagamore are the destinations of groups led
on interpretive walks by Sagamore staff. Most use near Sagamore Lake is day use, but
occasionally people camp in the area. Occasionally a group will camp in the old farm
meadow north of the lake. A clearing near the beginning of the Powerhouse trail also is a
popular camping spot. Sagamore staff report regularly removing litter. 

A review of trail register sheets revealed that most day-use groups are small, typically
between one and five people. Relatively few large groups enter the unit. For each of the
unit’s three trail registers, register sheets were analyzed for the most recent period during
which all the sheets for a full year were available. The results are shown in Table 10.
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Table 10. Numbers of Large Day-Use Groups and Maximum Group Sizes from
Trail Registers in the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive
Area

Trail Register Time Period Number of Groups 10
or More 

Maximum Group Size

Northville-Lake
Placid Trail at Lake
Durant

1/1/03 to 12/31/03 10 to 14: 7
15 to 19: 2

Total: 9

19

Sawyer Mountain
Trail

1/1/03 to 12/31/03 10 to 14: 15
15 to 19: 1
20 to 24: 2
Total: 18

24

Wakely Mountain
Trail

1/1/03 to 12/31/03 10 to 14: 6
15 to 19: 1

Total: 7

17

Every now and then a bushwhacking hiker or hunter will venture into the trailless interior
of the BRW. For the most part, the interior is seldom visited by people. Former logging
roads in the northwestern part of the BRW, constructed during salvage logging
operations following the 1950 Blowdown, serve as pathways to interior tent sites for big
game hunters. Other former roads and trails, such as the trail from Sagamore Lake
through Aluminum Pond and Dishrag Pond to Cedar River Road, are largely overgrown
and no longer traveled.

The southeastern shore of South Inlet along most of its navigable length is the boundary
of the BRW. A path leading to the water from a parking area on the south side of Route
28 is frequently used to launch canoes and kayaks. Though South Inlet is regularly
traveled by motorized and nonmotorized boats, there is limited evidence of camping or
day use along the southeastern shore. However canoes, kayaks, motorboats and jet skis
land at the upstream limit of navigability near the attractive stretch of rapids known as
the Cascades, identified on early maps as South Inlet Falls. Though the location of the
wilderness boundary is not identified on the ground, it is estimated that the landing area
is 500 to 1,000 feet on the wilderness side of the old property boundary that separates the
BRW from the MRPWF.

Hunters enter the BRW during the fall big game season. Several interior locations have
been used for many years as tent sites by hunting parties, though the numbers of hunters
receiving camping permits has been declining. Areas where camping permits for
extended stays during big game season have been issued include the vicinity of Loon
Brook, Death Brook, Slim Pond and the area between Wilson and Potter Ponds. Hunters
get to many interior tent sites by hiking along former roads constructed during the
salvage logging operations of the early 1950s. In addition, hunting groups stay at the
lean-tos on Wilson, Stephens and Cascade Ponds. Now and then a group will camp in the
former gravel pit off Cedar River Road east of Fletcher Pond. Occasional parties of big
game hunters travel across Sagamore Lake and up East Inlet. 
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Fall hunters interested in hunting for the day enter the unit from a number of developed
and undeveloped access points. They park at trailheads or other roadside pulloffs all
along Route 28, or at parking areas along Sagamore Road. On weekend days up to eight
vehicles may be parked at the north entrance of the Sagamore Lake trail. Though accurate
use numbers are not available, it is estimated that 50 to 100 people may enter the BRW to
hunt on a peak fall weekend day.

With the exception of the Stephens and Cascade Pond trails and the unmarked trail
around Sagamore Lake, winter use of the BRW is generally very low. The Stephens Pond
trail and the segment from that trail to Cascade Pond, as well as the trail around
Sagamore Lake, are suitable for skiing and snowshoeing and are used throughout the
winter. Skiers also follow the unmarked Cascades, Powerhouse, Big Slope and Crossover
trails near Sagamore. Additional winter use originated at the former McCane’s Resort on
Cedar River Road until the availability of parking was discontinued in 2004. The parking
areas along Route 28 are plowed in winter, facilitating winter use. From December 1 to
March 31, 2003, 98 people signed the Sawyer Mountain register. Occasional winter
through-hiking on the NP Trail is recorded. The NP Trail register at Lake Durant was
signed by 159 people from December 1 to March 31, 2003. During the same period, only
four people signed in at the Wakely Mountain trailhead, which is located more than four
miles from the point on Cedar River Road where plowing ends.

Few large groups camp within the BRW and WMPA. Forest Rangers occasionally have
issued camping permits for groups of up to 12 people, mostly guided groups from youth
camps. Most large groups camp in the area of the old farm meadow north of Sagamore
Lake and at the lean-tos on Stephens and Cascade Ponds.

Sugarloaf Mountain has a fairly smooth bare rock cliff face oriented southeastward.
Though not visible on the ground, the boundary of the BRW appears to run along the
bottom of the cliff, so that it is within the unit. The land between the bottom of the cliff
and Cedar River Road is privately owned. An internet search discovered a website
describing rock climbing on the cliff. According to the climber who posted the
description on the website, the cliff is relatively little used by climbers. The base of the
cliff is mossy and shows little evidence of use. The only published source of information
about the route is a book listing rock climbing areas across the country that came out 10
or 15 years ago. Generally the cliff has potential for broad climbing popularity because it
has a smooth surface and rises at an angle significantly less than vertical, making it less
difficult to climb than other mountains. However because of the uniformity of the face
and its lack of cracks, anchors either hammered or drilled into the rock would have to be
installed. A few have been installed, but they are not visible to anyone but climbers.

Access to the cliff face involves parking on Cedar River Road and walking to the base
across lands leased by the landowner. Therefore, the use of the face is dependent upon
permission from the landowner or lessees.
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Public Use Impacts

A systematic assessment of the impacts of public use within the BRW has not been
conducted. As indicated by trail register information and observations by Department
staff, use levels are relatively low. Impacts related to use generally are confined to the
vicinity of parking areas, trails and their destinations, including ponds and mountain
summits. 

Impacts to soils and vegetation on the foot trails in the unit are relatively low with some
exceptions, some of them significant. For instance, the NP Trail north of the former
McCane’s Resort crosses an extensive wetland area. The trail there has widened
significantly as hikers have attempted to avoid muddy sections. On several parts of the
lower section of the Wakely Mountain trail, where it follows a former road, flowing
water has caused significant gullying. Though the erosion observed there is not the result
of trail use, it must be addressed. The part of the trail that ascends the mountain’s steep
eastern flank also shows signs of significant erosion. There are a number of wet spots on
the trails to Wilson, Cascade and Stephens Ponds. A systematic inventory of trail
conditions will afford a clearer picture of resource protection needs.

On the area’s ponds, tent sites have been established through use. There are several sites
on Sprague Pond that are too close to shore, including a site on each of the two islands.
Areas of bare soil at these tent sites have the potential for soil erosion and visual impacts.
Illegal camping on the islands could affect the breeding success of nesting loons. Though
some use has occurred at undesignated tent sites on Wilson and Stephens Ponds, use
impacts have not been significant. Few people camp on Sagamore Lake. Most overnight
visitors stay at Camp Sagamore. Occasional camping may occur on an attractive
peninsula with a sandy beach on the east end of the lake, south of East Inlet, though
probably most use is day use. Minimal impacts to soils and vegetation are apparent, but
the site is too close to shore to be suitable for designation. Another camping spot is an
area of old fields known as the “farm meadow” on the northwest side of the lake, several
hundred feet from shore. Use impacts have not been significant. There is little evidence
of camping along the southeastern shore of South Inlet.

Because of the relatively low level of trail development and use, the BRW presents
visitors with outstanding opportunities for solitude. Even in summer and fall on the unit’s
few marked trails, use levels are relatively low. During summer and fall, the numbers of
parties signing the trail register on the NP Trail at the Lake Durant Campground averages
three to five per day, with a maximum of 10 or 12 on peak weekends. In 2003, there were
13 entries in the trail register on July 26, the only day when more than 10 parties signed
in. Most groups are small, with few larger than 10. 
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During 1995, there were only nine days when 10 or more parties signed the Wakely
Mountain register:

July 2: 13 
July 3: 10 

August 8: 12 September 2: 14 
September 3: 15 
September 24: 11 
September 30: 17

October 1: 10
October 8: 12

In 2003, more than 10 parties signed in on only two days. There were 14 entries on
August 23 and 11 on October 11. Even the Sawyer Mountain trail, an easy hike to a good
vista with its paved parking area on Route 28, is not heavily used. Recent summer and
fall registration rates averaged five to 10 parties per day, with a rare day on which 15 to
20 parties signed in. In 2003, there were 10 or more entries on only four dates: 10 on
August 7, 14 on August 31, 10 on October 11 and 15 on October 12. 

Camping use at the unit’s most favored destinations–the lean-tos on Wilson, Cascade and
Stephens Ponds–is generally low. Therefore, the likelihood of occupying a lean-to when
there is not another party on the pond is high, especially on weekdays. Those looking for
solitude in a truly wild setting can explore the trailless western half of the unit, an area of
approximately six by eight miles, where at any time of year there is little possibility that a
traveler would meet another person. 

The area surrounding South Inlet Falls, also known as the Cascades, shows evidence of a
moderate amount of day use. Most visitors travel by boat from Raquette Lake or the
undeveloped canoe and kayak access path at Route 28, land at points on both sides of the
river below the cascades, walk the short paths along both shores and explore the
immediate area. Impacts of use are evident, but not excessive. Vegetation has been
displaced from shoreline areas, though soils appear stable. Fire rings have been
assembled near shore. Sagamore staff report that they remove a significant amount of
refuse left by visitors. 

According to law enforcement staff and observations of trails and former roads, illegal
motor vehicle use has seldom occurred within the BRW and WMPA. Physical impacts
resulting from illegal use are minimal. Though there are numerous former roads within
the unit, most of them have been barricaded. Some ATV use originating on private lands
has been observed on the former road to Dishrag Pond and on the NP Trail north of the
former McCane’s Resort. The installation of barriers where former roads enter the unit,
combined with ongoing education and enforcement efforts, would reduce illegal motor
vehicle use impacts. 

The impacts of climbing on the bare cliff face on the southeast side of Sugarloaf
Mountain have been minimal.

Additional information is needed about the use of the BRW and the impacts of use on the
area’s physical and biological resources and recreational environment.

Projected Use
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In general, the demand for recreation will grow as populations increase. Regional,
national and international economic and political factors may affect the choices people
make about what recreational activities to pursue. For instance, economic recession and
increases in international tension could influence people in large northeastern cities to
refrain from long-distance travel and pursue more local recreational activities, such as
hiking and camping. Other factors, such as the aging of the American population, may
lead to higher demand for more accessible recreation, such as walking in urban parks or
camping in developed campgrounds, and lower demand for activities requiring physical
exertion, such as hiking or skiing in the back country.

The 2003 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), prepared by the
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, provides an
inventory of recreational resources and serves as a guiding document for recreational
development throughout the state. The SCORP uses the results of an extensive survey of
New York residents conducted in 1998 to project demand for various recreational
activities in 2020. In general, the number of activity days per year that people devote to
swimming, camping, hunting, hiking, boating, fishing and cross-country skiing is
expected to increase between four and six percent by 2020. The SCORP also presents a
table giving the projected relative index of need for recreational facilities by county for
the year 2020. Within a county, the projected ratio of facility supply to demand for each
recreational activity is represented by a number from one to ten. The number five
indicates that the ratio of supply to demand is expected to be at the statewide average.
The Hamilton County numbers for swimming, camping, hunting, hiking, boating, fishing
and cross-country skiing vary between three and four, indicating generally that the
present supply of recreational facilities for these activities will be adequate for the
projected demand in the year 2020. 

Though in general it is likely that the demand for wilderness recreation will increase over
time, use trends among individual Forest Preserve units are likely to vary widely. It is not
possible to accurately predict future numbers and patterns of public use in the BRW and
WMPA. However, general statements can be made from a review of attributes such as
location, access, land character and past use patterns. The periphery of the BRW is very
accessible from public highways. The northern border of the unit has significant frontage
on New York State Route 28, a major Adirondack access route arcing from the New
York State Thruway to the Adirondack Northway. However, historically most use has
been confined to the area’s relatively few trails, and trail use has been relatively low,
growing slowly if at all. In light of the unit’s natural resource characteristics, existing and
proposed facilities, and trends in past use, it is expected that use levels on the area’s trails
and tent sites will continue to remain steady or grow slowly, but that use levels will
remain on the lower end of the spectrum of Adirondack wilderness use. 

It is likely that use levels will increase on the Sprague Pond, Slim Pond, Death Brook
Falls and Sagamore trails once they are marked and maintained. The physical, biological
and social impacts of use will increase with use levels. However, because these trails
exist and have been used for some time, their addition to the list of marked and
maintained trails is not expected to result in significant increases in use. Anticipated use
levels are not expected to impair the wilderness character of the area in the next five
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years and beyond. The proposed restoration of the Wakely Mountain fire tower and the
recent publication of a number of books popularizing fire towers is likely to cause the use
of the trail to increase. However, a new trail along a better route to the summit is
expected to be better situated to withstand use without significant soil erosion. The new
location of the NP Trail will transfer use from Cedar River Road to the wilderness. The
trail will be constructed with the objective of allowing it to withstand the physical
impacts of use, which, because of its location in relation to destinations and access
points, is expected to be largely limited to the relatively low number of through-hikers.
The trail’s route along the edge of the unit will preserve the large trailless area
surrounding Blue Ridge. Off-trail use throughout the unit by hunters and trappers and
impacts associated with their use are expected to decline in step with general trends.

It is the opinion of some of those who have climbed the cliff face on Sugarloaf Mountain
that use levels are not likely to increase significantly from presently low levels. The need
to cross private land to get to the base of the cliff probably will deter use.

The impacts of future use generally would be reduced through the adoption of regulations
needed to implement existing APSLMP guidelines, such as those limiting camping group
size to eight people and prohibiting the public use of motorized equipment.

Trends in use levels, patterns and impacts must be monitored to assure that the goals for
the management of wilderness in general and the BRW in particular continue to be met
over the long term. Locations within the BRW and WMPA expected to sustain the
highest use concentrations in coming years are Death Brook Falls, Sprague Pond and the
summit of Wakely Mountain. These locations and the trails leading to them should
receive special attention in ongoing monitoring efforts. Additional discussions of
projected use levels and impacts are presented in Section 4, Proposed Management
Actions.

WILDLIFE

Data regarding actual public use of the wildlife resource within the BRW and WMPA are
not available. A variety of wildlife recreation uses occur on the BRW and WMPA,
including: hunting, trapping, hiking, bird watching, and wildlife photography. Past
studies by the Department indicate that few sportsmen sign-in at trailhead registers. This,
combined with the fact that many hunters and trappers traditionally use unmarked trails,
watercourses, float planes, bush whacking, etc., to enter State lands, prevents an accurate
estimate of total visitor use. Information regarding non-consumptive use of wildlife is
also lacking. For the most part, observations of wildlife enhance the recreational
experience of the general public. Recreational use tends to be heaviest near towns, roads,
and access points. With the exception of the more readily accessible areas, the majority
of the unit is not as heavily used by sportsmen during the hunting and trapping seasons. It
is believed that some areas are heavily hunted, especially during archery, muzzleloading,
and the early part of big game season. The posting of private lands directs a majority of
hunting use to nearby public lands. Bird watchers also confine their use to areas that are
most accessible.
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A number of mammals and birds may be hunted or trapped during seasons set annually
by the Department. These species are identified in the Environmental Conservation Law
(ECL), Section 11-0903 and 11-0908. The Department has the authority to set hunting
and trapping season dates and bag limits by regulation for all game species except white-
tailed deer. Deer seasons are fixed in law set by the Legislature. White-tailed deer and
bear may be taken during archery, muzzleloading, and regular seasons. Antlerless deer
harvest is prohibited during the regular firearm season but may be permitted during the
archery season. In addition, there is an early season for black bear.

Small game hunters may take certain waterfowl, woodcock, snipe, rail, crow, ruffed
grouse, wild turkey, coyote, bobcat, raccoon, red fox, gray fox, weasel, skunk, varying
hare, cottontail rabbit and gray squirrel. Muskrat, beaver, weasel, river otter, mink, fisher,
American marten, skunk, raccoon, coyote, red fox, gray fox, and bobcat may also be
trapped.

Harvest statistics are generated and compiled through the Department of Environmental
Conservation Automated Licensing System (DECALS) for deer, bear, and turkey and a
pelt sealing system for beaver, river otter, fisher, American marten, and bobcat. Harvest
information is reported by township, county, and Wildlife Management Unit (WMU).
Since harvest information is not collected on a Forest Preserve unit basis and harvest
distribution is not evenly distributed across the landscape, harvest data by town are
generally not representative of the actual harvest within units. Types and levels of non-
consumptive uses of wildlife within the BRW and WMPA have not been determined.

Hunting and trapping are permitted throughout the BRW and WMPA, with the exception
of a small area surrounding Camp Sagamore. 6NYCRR section 59.1 prohibits hunting
and trapping within a described area of approximately 110 acres around the camp
property (see Section III). 

Potential Impacts

The impacts of public use on most wildlife species within the BRW and WMPA are
unknown. Since the levels of public use generally are relatively low, it is assumed that
use impacts are minimal. Wildlife species that can be vulnerable to disturbance
associated with public recreational activity include the following.

NONGAME SPECIES 

Common Loon: Common loons nest along shorelines of lakes and ponds. Their nests are
often very near the water line, and are susceptible to disturbance from the land or from
the water. Nests along shore are more susceptible to human disturbance where trails
follow the shore of a lake. Nests along the shore or on islands are more susceptible to
human disturbance if boats or canoes can be carried readily into lakes occupied by loons.
Water bodies with greater boating access will have higher levels of disturbance. If adults
are forced to leave the nest, nest abandonment could occur. Additionally, fledgling
mortality can occur if chicks are chased by boats.
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The loon is a long-lived species and a predator near the top of the food chain. These
characteristics make loons more susceptible to the accumulation of environmental toxins.
Thus, this species is often used by scientists as an ecological indicator of the health of the
environment and water quality. Airborne contaminants, including “acid rain”, can cause
the bioaccumulation of mercury, a neurotoxin, and a decreased food supply, which can
potentially lead to decreased reproductive success. The death of adult loons due to lead
toxicity from the ingestion of lead fishing tackle accidentally lost by anglers is a concern
and has recently been documented in New York State. The effects of direct human
impacts on breeding loons within this unit, such as disturbance or shoreline use, has not
been determined. However, is presumed to be low due to the minimal number of
improvements and facilities. Management efforts will concentrate on protecting loon
nesting areas and habitat. 

GAME SPECIES

Impacts appear to be minimal for the handful of game species monitored. The Bureau of
Wildlife monitors the populations of game species partly by compiling and analyzing
harvest statistics, thereby determining levels of consumptive wildlife use. Several recent
legislative changes have occurred that likely have had impacts on use of the area by
hunters. Hunting of bears by using bait and by using dogs has been prohibited, probably
lowering use by bear hunters. Use by deer hunters probably has increased because of two
legislative changes, one allowing successful archers to purchase a second tag for use
during the regular firearms season and similar legislation allowing successful
muzzleloader hunters the same privilege. Harvest statistics are compiled by town, county
and wildlife management unit. Although it is not known how the deer harvest is
distributed within the towns, it can be assumed that, because of the heavily forested
condition of the State lands (not prime deer habitat) and inaccessibility of some areas,
fewer deer per square mile are harvested on BRW and WMPA lands than in the
surrounding private lands. The narrow range of variation in annual harvest numbers,
along with regular season regulations (bucks only), demonstrate little impact on the
reproductive capacity of a deer population. Overall, deer populations within the unit are
capable of withstanding current and anticipated levels of consumptive use.

An analysis of black bear harvest figures, along with a study of the age composition of
harvested bears, indicates that hunting has little impact on the reproductive capacity of
the bear population. Under existing regulations, the unit's bear population is capable of
withstanding current and anticipated levels of consumptive use.

The coyote, varying hare, and ruffed grouse are widely distributed and fairly abundant
throughout the Adirondack environment. Hunting and trapping pressure on these species
is relatively light. Under current regulations, these species undoubtedly are capable of
withstanding current and anticipated levels of consumptive use.

While detrimental impacts to game populations over a large area are unlikely, wildlife
biologists continually monitor furbearer harvests, with special attention to river otter,
bobcat, fisher, and American marten. These species can be susceptible to overharvest to a
degree directly related to market demand for their pelts as well as a variety of other
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economic and environmental factors. The Bureau of Wildlife closely monitors furbearer
harvest by requiring trappers to have the pelts of beaver, bobcat, fisher, American
marten, and river otter sealed by Department staff. Specific regulations are changed when
necessary to protect furbearer populations.

OTHER IMPACTS

Water fluctuations can have a significant impact on the nesting activity of loons, marsh
birds, and waterfowl and can also have a negative impact on furbearers such as muskrats
and beaver. The water levels of Lake Durant and Rock Pond are controlled by the Lake
Durant dam. There is a low dam on the outlet of Sagamore Lake whose construction
appears to have been linked to the Sagamore hydroelectric plant. Water level variations
on these impoundments should be minimized and, if necessary, conducted in ways that
will minimize wildlife impacts. The maintenance and protection of winter deer yards
remains a concern of wildlife managers, particularly in the Adirondacks, as they fulfill a
critical component of the seasonal habitat requirements of white-tailed deer. Because few
data are available on the impacts of cross-country ski trails and foot travel during winter
on deer use of wintering areas, research is needed. Guidelines for protecting these areas
are outlined in the Critical Habitat section.

FISHERIES 

In general, information about the numbers of anglers who visit the waters of the BRW is
not available. However, several ponded waters containing salmonids, such as Sprague
Pond, Cascade Pond, Sagamore Lake and Stephens Pond are known to be popular with
anglers.

Several of the coldwater streams in the unit contain brook trout and are visited by
anglers. South Inlet on the western border of the unit is its most heavily fished stream.
Angler use and use impacts are restricted to footpaths paralleling the stream near its
outlet from Sagamore Lake with some evidence of bank fishing near larger pools. The
use of streams located farther in the interior of the unit is light and there are no known
physical impacts.

The relative seasonal intensity of the use of BRW ponds by anglers can be predicted.
After the trout season opens on April 1, fishing pressure on ponded trout waters typically
peaks in intensity in May when trout can still be found near the surface of a pond. Fishing
activity declines from late spring throughout the summer when the formation of a
thermocline draws trout to deeper water. The decline of fishing activity which occurs as
the summer progresses coincides with an increase in pond visitation by hikers and
campers. Angling on brook trout ponds increases slightly in the fall but ceases altogether
after the trout season closes on October 15. 

There are few trail head registers in the BRW. Additionally, many anglers do not sign
registers if they have been to the pond previously and are unafraid of becoming lost or
because they do not wish to tip off others where there might be good fishing. Most
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angling trips are day use, since hiking distances to unit waters are of moderate length (0.5
to 3 miles). Lean-tos on Stephens Pond, Cascade Pond and Wilson Pond may be used for
extended camping and fishing stays by some parties. 

Rock Pond is a non-trout water which contains yellow perch and, probably, largemouth
bass and tiger musky emigrants from Lake Durant. Therefore, the lake remains open to
angling during the late fall. Ice fishing is permitted on Rock Pond, but winter use is very
light. Sagamore Lake contained smallmouth bass at one time, but the species has not
been captured during recent surveys. Ice fishing is not permitted on Sagamore Lake.

RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES

The Federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (“ADA”) along with the
Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (ABA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, have
important implications for the management of all public lands, including the Blue Ridge
Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area. An explanation of the ADA and it’s
influence on management actions is provided in Management Guidelines, Section 3.

At present, there are no structures or improvements in the unit which have been
specifically modified for access by people with disabilities. Some trails in their present
condition have generally firm and stable surfaces and are relatively free of obstacles and
steep grades. They would be passable by many people with mobility impairments, even
wheelchairs with assistance from companions.

Sagamore Lake Trail: Though the unmarked trail around Sagamore Lake has not been
evaluated for its accessibility, it is an old forest road whose surface over much of its
length is relatively level, firm and free of obstacles. However, occasional relatively steep
pitches, exposed roots and rocks, and the thick turf of grasses that has grown over much
of the surface of the former road would pose significant obstacles for wheelchairs. At
3.5-miles, the complete loop is moderately long. The major bridge over East Inlet has
large gaps between planks and no railing. A smaller bridge along the southeast shore
would have to be replaced. In many places along the south shore the trail requires
extensive drainage work and has an uneven surface with a dense growth of grasses. The
boulder barriers on both entrances to the trail need to be modified to permit wheelchair
passage.

Cascades Trail: This former Sagamore carriage road from Sagamore Road to South Inlet
Falls is in excellent condition, having a generally firm and stable surface with no steep
pitches, very few surface obstacles, no bridges and no drainage problems. The turf of
grasses that has grown over much of the surface of the former road outside the course of
the narrow footpath would impede the passage of wheelchairs. The trail’s 1.5-mile length
is substantial, but not out of the question for people with disabilities. There is a fairly
long grade as the trail descends to the edge of South Inlet, but it is not steep. There is a
good viewpoint at the shore of South Inlet a little before the end of the trail, where better
views are available. The trail has not been formally evaluated for accessibility.
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Sprague Pond Trail: The trail from Cedar River Road to Sprague Pond is about 0.4
miles long. It is a former road with gentle grades and a relatively firm and stable surface
that leads to the water’s edge. There are no bridges on the trail. There is a gate at the
entrance of the trail which should be replaced with boulders that leave sufficient space
for the passage of wheelchairs. The trail has not been formally evaluated for accessibility.
Though the trail surface is much smoother than most Adirondack trails, there are
numerous roots, rocks and short steep pitches that are obstacles to wheelchairs and
people with gait disorders. The last 200 feet to the pond is rocky and would present the
most significant obstacles to people with mobility impairments. It is possible that a
location suitable for an accessible primitive tent site could be found near the end of the
trail.

Death Brook Falls Trail: There is a former road leading about one-third mile from
Route 28 to a scenic waterfall known as Death Brook Falls. It has not been formally
evaluated for accessibility. The trail has a relatively hard surface with few obstacles and
no bridges. A wet area near the end of the trail would require bridging. There is one
section with a fairly steep pitch that would be difficult for people with gait disorders and
very difficult for many people with disabilities using wheelchairs.

Relationship Between Public and Private Land

ADJACENT STATE LANDS

The BRW and WMPA share boundaries with the Sargent Ponds, Blue Mountain, Jessup
River and Moose River Plains Wild Forests, as well as the Golden Beach and Lake
Durant Campgrounds. Presently motorboats and jet skis travel up South Inlet within the
Moose River Plains Wild Forest along the northwest border of the BRW, occasionally
traveling far enough so that they cross onto the wilderness side of the old property
boundary that separates the BRW from the MRPWF. 

All but the last half mile of the Wakely Mountain trail is within the MRPWF. A proposed
new route to the summit also will mostly lie within that unit. Indirect measures to control
use impacts within the WMPA, such as limiting the capacity of parking areas, need to be
addressed in the MRPWF UMP. On the other hand, decisions about managing the fire
tower and associated structures on the Wakely Mountain summit will have direct effects
on the use of the parts of the trails within the MRPWF. 

Though some day use on the trails to Stephens and Cascade Ponds originates from the
Lake Durant Campground, the impacts of use have not been significant. The availability
of attractive hikes into the wilderness enhances the enjoyment of campground visitors.
No marked trails exist in the vicinity of the Golden Beach Campground. However, the
proposal to mark the trail to Death Brook Falls will afford an enhanced hiking
opportunity to Golden Beach Campground visitors. 

In seeking a new route for the Northville-Lake Placid trail, alternatives involving route
segments in the MRPWF and WCLW were analyzed. Should the selected route include
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segments in one or both units, the UMPs for those units would have to include the
construction of those segments as management actions.

ADJACENT PRIVATE LANDS

The Year 2000 Census reported that the town of Indian Lake, which includes the hamlets
of Blue Mountain Lake and Indian Lake as well as a significant community of primary
and secondary residences along Cedar River Road, had a population of 1,471 with 1,722
housing units, many of which are second homes for seasonal residents. The Year 2000
Census also reported that the town of Long Lake, which includes the hamlets of Raquette
Lake and Long Lake, had a population of 852 with 1,496 housing units. Again, many of
these housing units are second homes belonging to seasonal residents. Because of their
proximity, permanent and seasonal residents in the local area probably comprise a
significant proportion of those who hike, camp, fish and hunt in the BRW and WMPA. 

Adjacent private lands have the potential to affect the management of the BRW. Large
parcels of paper company lands along the unit’s southern border are managed for timber
production. Timber lands generally are more compatible with wilderness than private
lands that are subdivided for residential and commercial development. The paper
company lands are leased to hunting clubs. The proximity of the wilderness, which is
open to public hunting, may make private lands more attractive to prospective lessees,
and therefore more valuable to landowners. Occasional incursions into the BRW by
ATVs and other motor vehicles may originate from adjacent private lands where motor
vehicle use is permitted. Pathways marked with ribbons or other means and cleared of
brush and blowdown enter the wilderness from adjacent private lands.

The proximity of the BRW may also increase the economic and cultural value of other
adjacent public lands. Private lands associated with Camp Sagamore and Kamp Kill Kare
share boundaries with the BRW. The protection of the New York State Constitution will
assure that the vast forest that was the original environmental context of the Great Camps
will be preserved. In addition, by their proximity to Camp Sagamore, BRW lands
contribute to Sagamore’s educational mission. 

6NYCRR section 59.1 prohibits hunting and trapping within a described area of
approximately 100 acres surrounding Camp Sagamore. The area was established as a
safety zone around the camp complex with the purpose of supporting the viability of
Sagamore as a self-sustaining historic preservation and educational enterprise.

Private lands between Route 28 and the northern border of the BRW are protected by a
conservation easement, which prohibits development and logging while allowing limited
private uses, such as the removal of hazard trees for firewood. The easement protects
these lands in a condition compatible with the adjacent wilderness. Trails within the
protected lands are used by the landowner for nonmotorized recreation. A separate
easement over a part of the same lands permits public access to the first part of the trail to
Wilson Pond.
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The presence of a large tract of land open to public recreation may increase the likelihood
that the public will trespass on nearby private lands. In general, potential trespass
problems should be addressed through boundary marking and signage, as well as
effective public education. With the permission of the landowner, the Northville-Lake
Placid Trail crosses private lands between Cedar River Road an the BRW. Because the
owner of the land adjacent to the road has had difficulties with people who litter, park in
the driveway, or cross other parts of his land, he has decided to allow only through-hikers
to use the trail, and only until the NP Trail has been relocated to Forest Preserve lands.

Changes in wildlife habitats occur constantly due to natural processes such as succession,
blowdown, beaver activity and disease or human activities such as logging and
residential development. Within the BRW and WMPA, development and logging are not
allowed. The lack of logging will allow the forest to mature, but will also limit the
amount of early successional habitats. The provisions of the constitution and the
APSLMP limit management options for wildlife. In contrast, private lands adjacent to the
BRW and WMPA are managed quite differently. Fields can be kept open, and logging is
allowed. Logging on private lands adjacent to the BRW and WMPA will provide some
early successional habitat, adding considerable diversity to the types of habitats present
in the landscape. This diversity in habitat leads to more diversity in wildlife. The fields
and openings created by logging provide habitat for early successional species. Many of
these species will be more common on the private lands than on the BRW and WMPA. It
is probable that many of the species of wildlife within the BRW and WMPA will benefit
from the habitats found on adjacent private lands.

LOCAL ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Besides its many intrinsic values, the Adirondack Forest Preserve is an important
economic asset for the region. Both indirectly, as a powerful attraction to tourists and a
positive influence on private land values, and directly in terms of property tax payments
to local governments, the Forest Preserve makes substantial contributions to the local
economy. While some Forest Preserve visitors are serious hikers, hunters and anglers
who spend almost all their time on State land, most are day users who consider a Forest
Preserve outing just one of many reasons to take a trip to the Adirondacks. They may
combine a walk on a trail with visits to local shops and restaurants and an overnight stay
at an inn or motel. Others are drawn to the area simply to enjoy the impressive mountain
scenery of Forest Preserve lands. Though these visitors may never set foot on a trail, the
contribution that they make to the local economy is partly due to the existence of the
Forest Preserve.

While it is clear that the indirect effects on tourism and private land values in the
Adirondack region that result from the existence and use of the Forest Preserve are
substantial, they are understood only in general terms. To assist in improving local and
regional planning, research is needed to more accurately characterize and quantify
indirect economic effects. On the other hand, the economic benefits directly conferred on
the region by the payment of property taxes can be more closely quantified. According to
a law passed in 1886, now §532A of the Real Property Tax Law, 
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“All wild or forest lands belonging to or which may hereafter be acquired by the
State . . . shall be assessed and taxed at a like valuation and at a like rate as those
at which similar lands of individuals within such counties are assessed and
taxed.” 

A detailed determination of the amount of property taxes paid by the State to localities
for the lands of the BRW and WMPA has not been made. An approximation of the
average total annual tax amount for the lands of the two units in 2000 is $9.00 per acre.1
Therefore, the total taxes paid to Hamilton County and the towns of Lake Pleasant,
Indian Lake, Long Lake and Arietta for the unit’s estimated area of 47,000 acres was
approximately $423,000. The State pays additional taxes to the Village of Speculator.

Although precise angling use figures for the BRW are not available, the economic
importance of angling in Hamilton county which surrounds the unit was estimated during
a statewide angler survey conducted in 1988 by the Department (Connelly and Brown,
1990). In Hamilton county, an estimated 54,380 anglers fished 403,760 days and
generated $9,178,590 in at-location expenditures. Although the fishery resource for
Hamilton county is by no means concentrated in the BRW, the unit does attract anglers
via its intrinsic resources and adds to the aesthetic appeal of the whole region.

Brook trout are the primary gamefish species within the BRW. Connelly and Brown
(1990, Table 61) estimated that anglers spent approximately $30.46 per day devoted to
fishing for coldwater gamefish. This study also estimated that anglers spent 1.39 million
days fishing for brook trout in New York State (Table 6). Much, probably greater than 80
percent, of the brook trout fishing resource in New York State is located in the
Adirondacks. Angling for brook trout is obviously an important economic activity in the
Adirondacks.

The pursuit of wildlife provides substantial economic income to the State and local
communities throughout New York. The expenditures of sportsmen who hunt or trap are
important to New York’s economy. Research specific to the BRW and WMPA has not
been conducted. However, expenditures by those who hunt and trap within the unit for
licenses, equipment, firearms, ammunition, gasoline, lodging, meals and a variety of
other purposes infuse money into the local economy. The value of the meat or hides
obtained further adds to the value. Besides the value for hunting and trapping, wildlife
attracts people for a variety of other uses, such as hiking, bird watching and photography.
People pursuing these activities infuse considerably more money into the State and local
economy.

Education and Interpretation
The Department of Environmental Conservation publishes numerous brochures with
simple maps orienting visitors to areas of the Forest Preserve. Department publications
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with general forest preserve information are available, including the Adirondack Forest
Preserve Map and Guide, and Use of New York State Public Forest Lands. As they patrol
the Forest Preserve, forest rangers and assistant forest rangers carry out informal
educational efforts when they meet hikers, anglers, hunters and campers. Many rangers
teach the principles of the Leave No Trace program. The Department also enters into
partnerships with local governments and not-for-profit organizations for the purpose of
educating and assisting Forest Preserve users. Examples of such partnerships include
stewardship agreements with fire tower friends groups.

The Department has not yet developed a brochure for the BRW and WMPA. However,
the unit is featured in a number of privately published guidebooks and maps, including
those by the Adirondack Mountain Club and the Discover the Adirondacks series by
Barbara McMartin.

Great Camp Sagamore is situated on the western edge of the BRW. Sagamore is operated
by a not-for-profit organization and is open to the public. From May to October,
Sagamore hosts a variety of recreational activities and educational programs. The staff
and facilities that serve Sagamore’s public tours provide information and amenities to
growing numbers of hikers. Because much of the original Sagamore estate now lies
within the BRW, many of Sagamore’s interpretive activities include visits to BRW lands.
The original estate, all of which was included in Sagamore’s National Historic Landmark
designation, includes all the former carriage roads and the ruins of the hydroelectric
complex and other structures which are integral to Sagamore’s educational mission and
interpretive programs.

Research 

Scientific research into an array of subjects has been conducted on Forest Preserve lands.
Researchers are required to obtain revocable permits for the temporary use of State lands
(TRPs) before beginning research activities. As conditions of all research permits,
research results must be submitted to the Department, and the New York State Museum
is given the right of first refusal of all specimens and objects collected. Recent research
projects for which TRPs were issued which may have included the BRW and WMPA are
summarized in Table 11. Some of the projects focused on locations within the unit; others
may have included the unit within a regional or Adirondack Park-wide scope. Additional
projects include ongoing research into the effects of acid precipitation, which involves
some of the waters in the unit. The Rensselaer Fresh Water Institute maintained a
precipitation collection station in a clearing north of Sagamore Lake in the 1970s.
Sagamore Lake is part of the long-term monitoring program of the Adirondack Lakes
Survey Corporation.
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Table 11. Research Projects Within Hamilton County or Within the Blue Ridge Wilderness
and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area

Location Organization Author/
Contact

Project Description Dates

Stephens Pond University of
Toronto,
Wildlife
Conservation
Society

Justina C.
Ray

Study the ecology of Adirondack coyote
population as part of a study looking at
inter-species competitive
 interactions and parasite-host dynamics in
the Adirondack Region

6/15/00 -
9/15/00

Clinton, Franklin,
Hamilton, Essex,
Fulton, Montgomery,
Albany, Schoharie,
Schenectady,
Greene, Ulster,
Sullivan, Orange,
Dutchess

USDA APHIS Charles
Emery

Trap placement for survey and detection of
Pine Shoot Beetle. Survey using Lindgren
funnel trap baited with Alpha-pinene as a
lure.

2/01/00 -
7/31/01

St. Lawrence,
Franklin, Herkimer,
Hamilton, Clinton
Counties

USDA Fish
and Wildlife
Service

Mark
Carrara

Trap live raccoons to take blood and tooth
samples for monitoring populations and
consumption of baits and to vaccinate
animals against rabies.

6/01/01 -
2/01/02

Altamont/Long lake,
Franklin and
Hamilton Counties

Aiken Forestry
Science Lab

Marla
Emery

Integrated socioecological survey of the
Adirondack Park Region, developing a
sampling strategy for biological surveys.

7/01/99 -
8/01/99

Essex, Franklin, and
Hamilton Counties

SUNY ESF Bird,
Housek,
Necht,
Weir

Collect fungi fruiting bodies on a weekly
basis and collection of root tips 2 times a
season. Plots will be established for a two-
tiered study, each sampling plot is 20m by
50m, there will be two plots per site.
Compare ectomycorrhizal fungi in old
growth mature and partially cut sites.

3/1/02-
12/31/02

Clinton, Essex,
Franklin, Saint
Lawrence, Lewis,
Herkimer and
Hamilton Counties

SUNY ESF K. Didier Use State land for ice storm deer browse
impact study. Deer enclosures were built
and maintained on sites associated with the
1998 ice storm. Studying the long term
impacts of deer on hardwood regeneration
in the Adirondack region. There is one
enclosure per site (7mx7m). Deer effects
outside and inside the enclosure are
monitored.

5/17/99-
8/31/02

Several Units,
Including Blue Ridge
Wilderness

SUNY ESF Chad
Dawson

The Coping Behaviors of Wilderness
Visitors in New York's Adirondack Park.

5/26/00 -
9/04/00

Whole park USDA Forest
Service,
Forest
Inventory and
Analysis Unit;
NE Station

USFS Installing FIA plots. 5/01/02 -
6/30/03
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Washington and
Hamilton Counties

Ohio State
University

Lisa
Wallace

Platanthera huronensis, P. hyperborea,
and/or P. dilata will be sampled for leaf
tissue, flowers and pollinator activity.

6/15/99-
6/15/00

St. Lawrence,
Herkimer, Hamilton,
Franklin, Clinton,
Essex, Warren
counties, not high
peaks area

Cornell
University

Maureen
Carter

Insect collection for research. Survey
undetected bark and wood-boring forest
beetles alien to U.S. An inventory of bark
and wood boring beetles in the Adirondacks
will provide a baseline inventory for exotic
species.

5/01/02 -
8/31/02

North Elba, North
Hudson, Newcomb,
Harrietstown, Long
Lake

Paul Smiths
College

Matthew S.
Rothamel

Administer surveys for recreational
backcountry use.

9/02/02 -
10/14/02

All Adk. Preserve
Counties

Syracuse
University,
Dept. of Civil
&
Environmental
Engineering

Dr. Chris
Johnson/
Charles
Driscoll

Collect water, soil and foliage samples in 38
lake-watersheds in the ADK Preserve. This
is a revisit of earlier work from the Direct
Delayed Response Project investigating
lake and watershed acidification in the
northeast region. This work is associated
with the ALSC long-term Monitoring
Program.

5/28/01-
6/1/03

St. Lawrence,
Franklin, Herkimer,
Hamilton, Clinton
Counties

USDA Fish
and Wildlife
Service

Mark
Carrara

Live trap raccoons and take blood and tooth
samples to monitor populations and
consumption of baits to vaccinate animals
against rabies.

6/01/02 -
6/01/03

Raquette Lake
south shore

Lamont-
Doherty Earth
Observatory
of Columbia
University

Neil
Pederson

Sample trees in order to understand the
relationship between climate and range in
tree species.

1/01/03 -
12/31/02
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       Section 3 – Management History and
Direction

Past and Present Management
The Forest Preserve has been managed by the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation and its predecessor agencies since its creation in 1885. The
activities of this succession of State agencies included protection against forest fires and
timber trespass, management of fish and game, enforcement of fish and game laws, and
the development of recreational facilities such as backcountry trails and roadside
campgrounds. 

With the passage of the Adirondack Park Agency Act in 1971, some of the responsibility
for the management of the Forest Preserve was transferred to the Adirondack Park
Agency. As required by the Act, the APA prepared the APSLMP, first adopted in 1972,
which placed Forest Preserve lands into various classifications and established guidelines
for the management of lands within each classification. The Act requires the Department
to prepare a unit management plan for each management unit. APA is responsible for
reviewing unit management plans prepared by the Department, as well as individual
management actions, for compliance with APSLMP guidelines. 

The BRW and WMPA have been managed according to the wilderness and primitive
area guidelines of the APSLMP since 1972. The major goal of management since that
time has been to achieve and perpetuate a natural plant and animal community where
man’s influence is not apparent, and to encourage wilderness-dependent recreation to the
degree that it does not endanger the wilderness resource.

LANDS AND WATERS 

Most of the lands constituting the BRW were acquired between 1877 and 1908. Lands
including the WMPA were acquired in 1959. With the creation of the Forest Preserve in
1885, early management consisted simply of the prevention of tree cutting, the protection
of the unit from forest fires, and the enforcement of fish and game laws. Traditional
forms of forest recreation were permitted, including hunting, trapping, fishing, boating,
hiking and camping. Early laws permitted the sale of small parcels of Forest Preserve
lands, the leasing of Forest Preserve lands for the construction of cottages, and the sale of
timber. After the New York State Constitution was amended in 1895 to include the
protection of the Forest Preserve, the sale of land and timber ceased. 

Recreational access to the lands of what is now the BRW was permitted along early trails
and carriage roads. Topographic maps from 1903 show a trail from Sumner Lake (now
Lake Kora) to Aluminum Pond and another between Eagle Lake and Blue Mountain
Lake connecting Slim, Potter, Wilson, Brady, Mitchell, Cascade and Stephens Ponds.
There was a carriage road between Shedd (now Sagamore) Lake and Raquette Lake
along the east side of South Inlet, one to Dishrag Pond from Cedar River Road and
another from the east end of what is now Lake Durant to Stephens and Cascade Ponds.
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The Northville-Lake Placid Trail, which passes through the BRW, was constructed by the
Adirondack Mountain Club and opened in 1923. The entire route within the BRW
followed former carriage roads.

The 1950 Blowdown affected large areas of the unit. Many of the trees affected by the
storm were removed as part of the extensive timber salvage operations permitted in the
aftermath of the storm. The logging roads constructed by the salvage contractors were
later used as jeep trails for recreational access into the unit’s interior. At some time
during the 1950s, it is reported that a “fire trail” was cleared from Sagamore Lake past
Aluminum Pond and Dishrag Pond to Cedar River Road near where Browns Brook
crosses the road. It may have been intended to serve as access for fighting wildfires in the
large area north of the trail affected by the 1950 Blowdown. The trail, which partially
followed the routes of former paths and roads, has not been maintained for many years.

Finch, Pruyn and Company conveyed two large parcels as gifts to the State for forestry
purposes. The State took title to a 726-acre parcel in Township 33 encompassing
Sugarloaf and Roundtop Mountains and the east end of Metcalf Mountain in 1955. A
parcel of 1,173 acres in Township 7 including Wakely Mountain and most of Metcalf
Mountain was acquired in 1959. To date the Department has not removed trees from
those lands. 

The Wakely Mountain fire tower was staffed by a fire observer during spring, summer
and fall between its construction in 1916 until 1988, when the fire tower observer was
replaced by a program of aerial detection flights. The Department continues to maintain a
trail to the tower, which remains a popular destination for hikers.

Most construction and maintenance of the structures and improvements in the BRW and
WMPA is conducted by the Department trail crew based at the Indian Lake office. The
Department receives maintenance assistance from volunteers. The Department has
recognized the successful Adopt-A-Lean-to and Adopt-A-Trail programs of the
Adirondack Mountain Club by entering into long-term stewardship agreements with the
Club. The three lean-tos in the BRW have been adopted, and ADK’s Susquehanna
Chapter has adopted the Wilson Pond trail. Individual volunteers have adopted the NP
Trail segment between Cedar River Road and the Lake Durant Campground.

When the APSLMP was adopted in 1972, the Blue Ridge and Wakely Mountain units
were classified as wilderness and primitive areas, and motor vehicle use was prohibited.
According to the APSLMP, actions taken to bring the management of the units into
conformance with wilderness guidelines included the closure of 5.5 miles of roads open
to motor vehicles and 5.5 miles of snowmobile trails. The map of the Blue Mountain
Lake area in the 1971 Department booklet, Snowmobile Trails in New York State shows a
snowmobile trail from the Cascade Pond trailhead to Cascade Pond, with a spur along the
former road to Grassy Pond and on to Wilson Pond. A trail that appears to have been less
than half a mile long proceeded from Route 28 about a mile east of Golden Beach
Campground toward Slim Pond. According to retired forest ranger Gerry Husson, the
former snowmobile trail was a loop from the Cascade Pond trailhead, past Cascade Pond
to the NP Trail north of Stephens Pond, then back through the Lake Durant Campground
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to Route 28. Since that time, public use has been managed using general regulations that
apply to all Forest Preserve lands. Though they are adequate for managing most
situations, they do not fully conform with APSLMP guidelines. For instance, there is no
regulation prohibiting the public use of motorized equipment, and no regulatory limit to
the number of people who may camp at one location. A recent legal interpretation of an
existing regulation indicated that Department enforcement staff had no legal basis for
enforcing against the storage of boats, tree stands or other personal property on Forest
Preserve lands.

Sagamore Safety Zone

In 1975 the State purchased all the former Camp Sagamore estate of more than 1,500
acres except for eight acres encompassing the main buildings. The property had long
been posted against hunting and trapping, and the caretaker had maintained a small tame
deer herd by a program of regular feeding. Soon after acquisition, the Department heard
proposals to continue to manage the area as a wildlife refuge. Department wildlife
biologists reviewed the proposals and concluded that there were no rare species or critical
habitats within the former Sagamore property requiring protection beyond that afforded
by existing laws and regulations. They recommended that deer feeding be discontinued,
and hunting in the vicinity of the Sagamore buildings be suspended up to five years to
protect the tame deer herd until they had dispersed. 

A major issue raised by Sagamore representatives was the concern that the proximity of
hunters bearing firearms, especially during the big game season, could deter people from
visiting Sagamore and participating in its educational and recreational programs. The
Department decided that the protection of the economic viability of the organization
engaged in the preservation of Sagamore warranted the establishment of a safety zone
around the building complex. In 1976, 6NYCRR section 95.1 was adopted, prohibiting
hunting and trapping within a described area of approximately 100 acres around the
Sagamore property (see Appendix 11).

WILDLIFE 

Past and present wildlife management activities on the BRW and WMPA have been
shaped largely by Article XIV of the New York State Constitution that provides that the
lands of the Forest Preserve “shall be forever kept as wild forest lands” and that the
timber thereon shall not be “sold, removed, or destroyed.” In addition, according to the
APSLMP, “the primary wilderness management guideline will be to achieve and
perpetuate a natural plant and animal community where man’s influence is not apparent.”
Therefore, habitat management through timber cutting, planting wildlife food plants,
prescribed burning, or other means of modifying the vegetation to alter wildlife habitat is
not permissible. Management actions involving the removal or establishment of
vegetation for the purpose of altering wildlife habitat are not permitted in the BRW or
WMPA. In addition, NYCRR §194.2 (b) prohibits prescribed fires to be set on Forest
Preserve lands. Options for wildlife management in the Forest Preserve include the
setting of hunting and trapping seasons, harvest limits and manner of taking, the
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restoration or population augmentation of native species, efforts to prevent the
introduction of non-native species, and the removal of non-native species.

Current wildlife management for game species within the Forest Preserve is achieved
through a highly regulated harvest management system that establishes seasons, open
areas, bag limits, and manner of taking. Harvest statistics are generated and compiled
using the Department of Environmental Conservation Automated Licensing System
(DECALS) for deer, bear, and turkey and a pelt sealing system for beaver, river otter,
fisher, American marten, and bobcat. As with other Forest Preserve units, our
understanding of the occurrence and distribution of many wildlife species is limited. 

It is the policy of the Department to perpetuate and restore native animal life within New
York State for the use and benefit of current and future generations, based upon sound
scientific practices and in consideration of social values. A number of restoration efforts
have been conducted in the Adirondack region, including projects to re-establish the
peregrine falcon, bald eagle, and Canada lynx. The Department continues annual
monitoring of bald eagles and peregrine falcons. 

The Department cosponsors the Breeding Bird Atlas project, which has provided useful
data on the occurrence and distribution of many species, including those that are
classified as endangered, threatened or special concern. The Department receives sighting
reports of Canada lynx, moose, wolves and cougars each year. In most cases, these
reports are investigated by DEC staff to ascertain the details and authenticity of the
observations.

The wolf and eastern cougar are considered to be extirpated form New York State.
Periodic sightings of cougars are reported from the Adirondacks, but these are believed to
be released captive individuals. Because sufficient cougar habitat is not available in New
York, the Department does not intend to pursue their reintroduction. The eastern timber
wolves occasionally reported are generally considered to be misidentified coyotes,
although there is some evidence to suggest that the eastern coyote found in the
Adirondacks may be a hybrid between the red wolf and coyote. It is not clear that a wolf
population could survive in New York, given the abundance of highways and our large
human population. Nor is it clear that a population of wolves in the forests of the
Adirondacks would be compatible with the interests of residents or the farmers that live
on the periphery of the Adirondack region. For these reasons, the Department is not
considering wolf restoration at this time. 

The Department annually issues aquatic pesticide permits to Towns who request them for
the use of the biological pesticide Bacillus thuringiensis var. israelensis (Bti) to control
black fly larvae populations in streams. The variety israelensis is extremely selective for
black flies and mosquitoes in its insecticidal properties. Several field and laboratory
studies have indicated that the bacterium is non-toxic to most other organisms and does
not persist in the environment. A number of streams within the BRW are treated by the
Town of Indian Lake. 
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FISHERIES

Prior to incorporation within the BRW, Sagamore Lake was privately owned and
managed for fisheries. It is known that lake trout, brook trout and lake whitefish were
stocked historically and it is likely smallmouth bass were introduced before the turn of
the century. Some privately stocked lake trout were known to come from New York's
Caladonia hatchery. A privately run hatchery existed on Lake Kora and fish from this
facility were stocked in the Sagamore Lake watershed for many years (Melville 1977). 

Stocking records are incomplete for New York State prior to the first biological surveys
of the 1930s. Until those surveys, much haphazard and biologically unwise stocking took
place which introduced many nonnative species to BRW waters and increased the range
of other native species.

The use of fish as bait has been prohibited entirely in the unit in order to curtail
"bait-pail" introductions of competing and/or nonnative fish species. In recognition of the
fact that competing fish species are detrimental to native brook trout populations, the
Conservation Department undertook a program to reclaim certain Adirondack lakes with
rotenone in the 1950s. Rotenone is a piscicide developed from the roots of certain
southern hemisphere plants (and used in raw form by the natives there for millennia to
collect food fish) which biodegrades within days in the aquatic environment at summer
temperatures. Scientific studies have demonstrated that reptiles, mammals and birds are
not harmed by rotenone applications and that the few invertebrate and amphibian species
affected by rotenone rebound quickly to original population levels. Within the BRW,
Sprague Pond was reclaimed in 1971. The reclamation successfully eliminated white
sucker, brown bullhead, golden shiner and creek chub, but pumpkinseed survived. Brown
trout stocking was initiated a few years after the reclamation. Golden shiner were
reintroduced to Sprague Pond, probably via the bait pail, some time after 1975. Slim
Pond (R-P302) was reclaimed in 1969 to eliminate unspecified species of minnows. At
least some minnows survived this reclamation attempt, but fishing for brook trout was
good during the 1970s.

In recent times, the fisheries of the BRW have been managed in accordance with
Organizational and Delegation Memorandum #93-35, Policy: Fishery Management in
Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas, which was most recently amended November 2,
1993 (Appendix 7). Degradation of spawning habitat and abundance of competing fish
species severely limit brook trout natural reproduction (see Section 2, Fisheries).
Therefore, brook trout populations in many ponds have been maintained by the
Department’s annual stocking program. Most waters (approximately 80 percent of
potential trout ponds in wilderness areas), cannot be reclaimed due to technical or
logistical reasons. For instance, reclamation is precluded in ponds having extensive bog
and swamp areas which provide refugia for fishes during treatment. The need for suitable
barrier dam sites or natural waterfalls to prevent reintroduction is another constraint.
Managing trout ponds in the BRW which cannot sustain adequate natural reproduction
serves to preserve populations of this native species and to provide opportunities for
quality wilderness fishing experiences, such as early explorers may have enjoyed. 
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Brown trout have been stocked in three unit trout ponds and may be introduced to others
in the future. In all situations where brown trout have been stocked, abundant populations
of nonnative golden shiner have negatively impacted the brook trout population. Brown
trout are more efficient predators on minnows than brook trout and their introduction has
served to supplement the brook trout fishery while reducing the number of competing
golden shiner in the pond. This mixed stocking approach has worked well in Stephens
Pond, which cannot be reclaimed to eliminate nonnative competitors. 

Most of the named waters within the unit have received at least one biological survey
since the 1930s. Between 1984 and 1987, the Adirondack Lakes Survey Corporation
conducted thorough biological and chemical surveys on eight ponds within the BRW
(Appendix 4). Twelve waters were surveyed in 1992 by the Department to provide
background data for this UMP. Section 2, Fisheries includes a discussion of present day
fish distribution within the BRW based on the most recent ALSC and Department
surveys.

No unit waters have been limed to improve pH levels. Most of the acidic ponds in the
unit are natural bog ponds with darkly stained water. At least one of these ponds, Lower
Mitchell Pond, supported a brook trout population when it was last surveyed. Only Potter
Pond exhibits the chemical and physical characteristics of an artificially acidified water.
The pond does not qualify for liming, however, because its flushing rate of 11 times per
year is too high.

Management Guidelines

FOREST PRESERVE MANAGEMENT

This unit management plan has been developed within the guidelines set forth by Article
XIV of the State Constitution, Article 9 of the Environmental Conservation Law, Parts
190-199 of Title 6 NYCRR of the State of New York, the APSLMP, and established
Department policy.

Article XIV of the State Constitution provides in part that, “The lands of the State, now
owned or hereafter acquired, constituting the Forest Preserve as now fixed by law, shall
be forever kept as wild forest lands. They shall not be leased, sold or exchanged, or be
taken by any corporation, public or private, nor shall the timber thereon be sold, removed
or destroyed.”

The APSLMP provides guidance for the use and management of lands which it classifies
as wilderness and primitive areas by establishing basic guidelines. APSLMP guidelines
for wilderness and primitive areas are given in Appendices 9 and 10. The APSLMP has
structured the responsibilities of the Department and the Agency in the management of
State lands within the Adirondack Park. Specifically, the APSLMP states that: 

". . . the legislature has established a two-tiered structure regarding state lands in
the Adirondack Park. The Agency is responsible for long range planning and the
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establishment of basic policy for state lands in the Park, in consultation with the
Department of Environmental Conservation. Via the master plan, the Agency
has the authority to establish general guidelines and criteria for the management
of state lands, subject, of course, to the approval of the Governor. On the other
hand, the Department of Environmental Conservation and other state agencies
with respect to the more modest acreage of land under their jurisdictions, have
responsibility for the administration and management of these lands in
compliance with the guidelines and criteria laid down by the master plan." 

In order to put the implementation of the guidelines and criteria set forth in the APSLMP
into practice, the Department and APA have jointly signed a memorandum of
understanding concerning the implementation of the APSLMP for the Adirondack Park.
The document defines the roles and responsibilities of the two agencies, outlines
procedures for coordination and communication, defines a process for the revision of the
APSLMP and outlines procedures for State land classification, the review of UMPs, State
land project management and State land activity compliance. The MOU also outlines a
process for the interpretation of the APSLMP.

Department policy has been developed for the public use and administration of Forest
Preserve lands. Policies relevant to the management of the BRW and WMPA include:

• Administrative Use of Motor Vehicles and Aircraft in the Forest Preserve (CP-17)
• Standards and Procedures for Boundary Line Maintenance (NR-91-2; NR-95-1)
• Tree Cutting on Forest Preserve Land (O&D #84-06)
• Cutting and Removal of Trees in the Forest Preserve (LF-91-2)
• The Administration of Conservation Easements (NR-90-1)
• Acquisition of Conservation Easements (NR-86-3)
• Division Regulatory Policy (LF-90-2)
• Adopt-A-Natural Resource (ONR-1)
• Policies and Procedures Manual Title 8400 - Public Land Management
• Fishery Management in Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas - Amended 11/02/93

(O&D #93-35)
• Final Generic Environmental Impact Statement on the New York State Department

of Environmental Conservation Program of Liming Selected Acidified Waters (DEC
1990).

The Department also maintains policy to provide guidelines for the design, location,
siting, size, classification, construction, maintenance, reconstruction and rehabilitation of
dams, fireplaces, fire rings, foot bridges, foot trails, primitive camping sites, road
barriers, sanitary facilities and trailheads. Other guidelines used in the administration of
Forest Preserve lands are provided through Attorney General opinions, Department
policy memos, and Regional operating procedures.

The recommendations presented in this unit management plan are subject to the
requirements of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act of 1975.
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THE BIODIVERSITY ACT

The Biodiversity Act of 1993 mandates that the Department identify, manage and
conserve plants, animals and ecological communities that are rare in New York State, and
that are located on State-owned lands under the jurisdiction of the Department. The Act
also establishes the New York Natural Heritage Program to identify, locate, rank and
maintain records on the status of rare plants, animals and ecological communities, for the
purpose of conserving and managing the state's biological diversity. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980 (SHPA, Article 14 of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Law) and its implementing regulations (9 NYCRR
426, 427 and 428) created the State Register of Historic Places and recognizes the
National Register of Historic Places. The statute further obligates State agencies to act as
stewards of historic properties (buildings, structures, objects and archaeological sites)
they own and requires that agencies identify, evaluate and mitigate impacts to historic
properties that might be affected by actions they undertake, fund or permit. The
Department is also specifically charged with providing historic sites and services within
the Adirondack Park in ECL Articles 9 and 41.

The historic and archaeological sites located within the BRW and WMPA as well as
additional unrecorded sites that may exist on the property are protected by the provisions
of the New York State Historic Preservation Act, Article 9 of Environmental
Conservation Law, 6 NYCRR Section 190.8 (g) and Section 233 of Education Law.
Unauthorized excavation and removal of materials from any of these sites is prohibited
by Article 9 of Environmental Conservation Law and Section 233 of Education Law. In
some cases additional protection may be afforded these resources by the Federal
Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA).

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), along with the Architectural Barriers Act of
1968 (ABA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; Title V, Section 504, have had a
profound effect on the manner by which people with disabilities are afforded equality in
their recreational pursuits. The ADA is a comprehensive law prohibiting discrimination
against people with disabilities in employment practices, use of public transportation, use
of telecommunication facilities and use of public accommodations. Title II of the ADA
applies to the Department and requires, in part, that reasonable modifications must be
made to its services and programs, so that when those services and programs are viewed
in their entirety, they are readily accessible to and usable by people with disabilities. This
must be done unless such modification would result in a fundamental alteration in the
nature of the service, program or activity or an undue financial or administrative burden
to the Department. Since recreation is an acknowledged public accommodation program
of the Department, and there are services and activities associated with that program, the
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Department has the mandated obligation to comply with the ADA, Title II and ADA
Accessibility Guidelines, as well as Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

The ADA requires a public entity to thoroughly examine each of its programs and
services to determine the level of accessibility provided. The examination involves the
identification of all existing programs and services and an assessment to determine the
degree of accessibility provided to each. The assessment includes the use of the standards
established by Federal Department of Justice Rule as delineated by the Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG, either adopted or proposed) and/or
the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Codes, as appropriate. The
development of an inventory of all the recreational facilities or assets supporting the
programs and services available on the unit was conducted during the UMP process. The
assessment established the need for new or upgraded facilities or assets necessary to meet
ADA mandates, in compliance with the guidelines and criteria set forth in the
Adirondack Park State Master Plan. The Department is not required to make each of its
existing facilities and assets accessible. New facilities, assets and accessibility
improvements to existing facilities or assets proposed in this UMP are identified in the
“Proposed Management Recommendations” section.

The Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility
Guidelines

The ADA requires public agencies to employ specific guidelines which ensure that
buildings, facilities, programs and vehicles as addressed by the ADA are accessible in
terms of architecture and design, transportation and communication to individuals with
disabilities. A Federal agency known as the Access Board has issued the ADAAG for this
purpose. The Department of Justice Rule provides authority to these guidelines. 

Currently adopted ADAAG address the built environment: buildings, ramps, sidewalks,
rooms within buildings, etc. The Access Board has proposed guidelines to expand
ADAAG to cover outdoor developed facilities: trails, campgrounds, picnic areas and
beaches. The proposed ADAAG is contained in the September, 1999 Final Report of the
Regulatory Negotiation Committee for Outdoor Developed Areas.

ADAAG apply to newly constructed structures and facilities and alterations to existing
structures and facilities. Further, it applies to fixed structures or facilities, i.e., those that
are attached to the earth or another structure that is attached to the earth. Therefore, when
the Department is planning the construction of new recreational facilities, assets that
support recreational facilities, or is considering an alteration of existing recreational
facilities or the assets supporting them, it must also consider providing access to the
facilities or elements for people with disabilities. The standards which exist in ADAAG
or are contained in the proposed ADAAG also provide guidance to achieve modifications
to trails, picnic areas, campgrounds, campsites and beaches in order to obtain
programmatic compliance with the ADA. 
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APPLICATION OF GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS

Best Management Practices

All trail construction and relocation projects will be developed in accordance with the
APSLMP, and will incorporate the use of Best Management Practices, including but not
limited to such considerations as:

• Locating trails to minimize tree cutting;
• Locating trails to minimize necessary cut and fill;
• Laying out trails on existing old roads or clear or partially cleared areas where their

condition and location meet the goals of trail construction;
• Locating trails away from streams, wetlands, and unstable slopes wherever possible;
• Using proper drainage devices such as water bars and broad-based dips;
• Locating trails to minimize grade;
• Using stream crossings with low, stable banks, firm stream bottoms and gentle

approach slopes;
• Constructing stream crossings, including bridges where needed for resource

protection, at right angles to the stream;
• Limiting stream crossing construction to periods of low or normal flow;
• Using stream bank stabilizing structures made of natural materials such as rock or

wooden timbers;
• Avoiding areas where habitats of threatened and endangered species are known to

exist;
• Using natural materials to blend bridges and other structures needed for resource

protection into the natural surroundings.

All lean-to construction and relocation projects will incorporate the use of Best
Management Practices, including but not limited to such considerations as:

• Locating lean-tos to minimize necessary cut and fill;
• Locating lean-tos to minimize tree cutting;
• Locating lean-tos away from streams, wetlands, and unstable slopes;
• Using drainage structures on trails leading to lean-to sites to prevent water from

flowing into the sites;
• Locating lean-tos on flat, stable, well-drained sites;
• Limiting construction to periods of low or normal rainfall.

All parking area construction and relocation projects will incorporate the use of Best
Management Practices, including but not limited to such considerations as:

• Locating parking areas to minimize necessary cut and fill;
• Locating parking areas to minimize tree cutting;
• Locating parking areas away from streams, wetlands, and unstable slopes wherever

possible;
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• Locating parking areas on flat, stable, well-drained sites using gravel for surfacing or
other appropriate material to avoid stormwater runoff and erosion;

• Limiting construction to periods of low or normal rainfall;
• Limiting the size of a parking area to the minimum necessary to accommodate

appropriate levels of interior use.

All fish stocking projects will be in compliance with the Programmatic Environmental
Impact Statement on Fish Species Management Activities of the Department of
Environmental Conservation, Division of Fish and Wildlife, June 1980.

All liming projects will be in compliance with the Final Generic Environmental Impact
Statement on the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Program of
Liming Selected Acidified Waters, October 1990, as well as the Division of Fish, Wildlife
and Marine Resources liming policy. 

All pond reclamation projects will be in compliance with the Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement on Fish Species Management Activities of the
Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of Fish and Wildlife, June 1980
and the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on Undesirable Fish Removal by
the Use of Pesticides Under Permit Issued by the Department of Environmental
Conservation, Division of Lands and Forests, Bureau of Pesticide Management, March
1981. The construction of fish barrier dams will be in compliance with the Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement on Habitat Management Activities of the Department of
Environmental Conservation, Division of Fish and Wildlife, December 1979. 

Archaeological Site Protection

The Department is committed to the appropriate treatment of historic resources within the
BRW and WMPA. Prior to the undertaking of any development or major rehabilitation of
structures or improvements, the Department will complete any necessary surveys,
inventories or other investigations to assure the identification and protection of historic
and archaeological properties. The area manager, in consultation with the Agency
Historic Preservation Officer and the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation will determine the appropriate treatment for historic and archaeological
resources affected by a development or maintenance project.

Significant historic and archaeological resources within the BRW and WMPA include the
Wakely Mountain fire tower, listed on the New York State and National Registers of
Historic Places in 2003, and the Camp Sagamore ruins, included in Sagamore’s
designation as a National Historic Landmark in 2000. Management actions affecting
these resources will be reviewed in accordance with the requirements of SHPA. 
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ADAAG Application

Current and proposed ADAAG will be used in assessing existing facilities or assets to
determine compliance to accessibility standards. ADAAG is not intended or designed for
this purpose, but using it to establish accessibility levels lends credibility to the
assessment result. Management recommendations in each UMP will be proposed in
accordance with the ADAAG for the built environment, the proposed ADAAG for
outdoor developed areas, the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building
Codes, and other appropriate guiding documents. Until such time as the proposed
ADAAG becomes an adopted rule of the Department of Justice, the Department is
required to use the best information available to comply with the ADA; this information
includes, among other things, the proposed guidelines.

Administration 
When it was created in 1885, the management of the Forest Preserve was put into the
hands of the New York State Forest Commission, which was reorganized and renamed a
number of times over the years. It was followed by the Board of Fisheries, Game and
Forests in 1895, the Forest, Fish and Game Commission in 1900, the Conservation
Department in 1911 and the Department of Environmental Conservation in 1970. Today,
the Department is responsible for the direct day-to-day management of the lands and
waters of the Forest Preserve. The administration of the Department's various program
responsibilities is conducted from a number of Regional offices and suboffices. 

Within Region 5, the regional director has the ultimate management authority over the
BRW and WMPA. The supervision of the activities of the Divisions of Lands and Forests
and Fish and Wildlife within the unit is delegated to the supervisor of natural resources.

The Division of Lands and Forests is responsible for the preparation of Forest Preserve
unit management plans, overseeing the implementation of UMPs, coordinating Forest
Preserve management activities with the Adirondack Park Agency, preparing budget
requests and overseeing the expenditure of funds for Forest Preserve construction and
maintenance, protecting open space and providing educational materials for the public.
The activities of the Division of Lands and Forests within the unit are supervised by the
regional forester. Reporting to him are the supervising forester in the Northville suboffice
and foresters involved in the preparation and implementation of unit management plans. 

The Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources protects and manages fish and
wildlife species, provides for public use and enjoyment of natural resources, stocks
freshwater fish and licences fishing, hunting and trapping. The regional fisheries manager
and the regional wildlife manager, both stationed in Ray Brook, oversee the activities of
the Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources. Appropriate staff from the division
are assigned unit management planning and fish and wildlife management
responsibilities in the BRW and WMPA.
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The Division of Water protects water quality in lakes and rivers by monitoring
waterbodies and controlling surface runoff.

The Division of Air Resources regulates, permits and monitors sources of air pollution,
forecasts ozone and stagnation events, educates the public about reducing air pollution
and researches atmospheric dynamics, pollution and emission sources. The Adirondack
Lakes Survey Corporation (ALSC) is part of the Division of Water.

The Division of Operations designs, builds and maintains Department facilities and
infrastructure, operates Department campgrounds and day-use facilities and maintains
interior structures, such as lean-tos, and improvements such as roads and trails. The
regional operations supervisor in Ray Brook oversees division activities in the region.
The Indian Lake office discharges the responsibilities of the Division of Operations in the
northern half of Hamilton County, including the construction and maintenance of
structures and improvements in the BRW and WMPA. 

The Division of Public Affairs and Education is the public communication wing of the
Department. The Division communicates with the public, promotes citizen participation
in the UMP process and produces, edits and designs Department publications.

The Division of Law Enforcement is responsible for enforcing New York’s
Environmental Conservation Law, which relates to hunting, fishing, trapping, licence
requirements, endangered species, the possession, transportation and sale of fish and
wildlife, trespass, and damage to property by hunters and anglers. Regional captains
supervise lieutenants, who in turn supervise environmental conservation officers (ECOs).

The Forest Ranger Division is responsible for the preservation, protection, and
enhancement of the state’s forest resources and the safety and well-being of the public
using those resources. Until the creation of the Division of Operations in 1972, forest
rangers supervised the construction and maintenance of facilities in the Forest Preserve.
Forest rangers are the stewards of the Forest Preserve and are the primary public contact
for the BRW and WMPA. They issue camping permits and educate the public about
proper backcountry behavior. They are responsible for fire control and search and rescue
functions. In 1980, State law designated forest rangers as peace officers with all powers
to enforce all State laws and regulations, with emphasis on the Article 9 of the
Environmental Conservation Law and 6 NYCRR 190. Regional captains supervise
lieutenants, who in turn supervise forest rangers.

The ongoing interaction between the Department and APA in the management of the
Forest Preserve is governed by a memorandum of understanding. The memorandum
details the procedures to be followed by both agencies in meeting the requirements of the
APSLMP. 
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Management Principles

GENERAL FOREST PRESERVE PRINCIPLES 

The primary goal of Forest Preserve management is to assure that the lands of the Forest
Preserve “shall be forever kept as wild forest lands,”consistent with the New York State
Constitution, Article XIV, Section 1. In conformance with the constitutional constraints
and the Department laws, regulations and policies that embody this goal, as well as the
APSLMP guidelines for each classification, the Department manages Forest Preserve
lands to preserve and protect natural resources and to provide opportunities for a variety
of recreational activities for people of all abilities. Through partnerships with local
governments, organizations and individuals, the Department protects the wild forest
character of the Forest Preserve while providing for its use and enjoyment in ways that
support the regional economy.

MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES FOR WILDERNESS AREAS

The following principles, first adopted in the HPWA UMP, reflect established national
wilderness management philosophy. They will guide the management team in developing
this UMP and addressing day-to-day management issues in the BRW.

• Manage Wilderness as a Composite Resource, Not as Separate Parts. Wilderness
is a distinct resource producing many societal values and benefits. One of the
distinctive features of wilderness is the natural relationship between all its
component parts: geology, soil, vegetation, air, water, fish and wildlife – everything
that makes up a wilderness. In most cases, separate management plans will not be
developed for vegetation, fish, wildlife, recreation, etc. Rather, one plan will deal
simultaneously with the interrelationships between these and all other components.

• Manage the Use of Other Resources and Activities Within Wilderness in a
Manner Compatible with the Wilderness Resource Itself. All proposed
management actions must consider their effect on the wilderness resource so no
harm comes to it. For example, recreation should be managed and kept within
acceptable levels that maintain the unit’s wilderness character, including
opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined types of recreation
emphasizing a quality visitor experience. (APSLMP, 2001; Hendee et.al, 1990).

• Allow Natural Processes to Operate Freely in Wilderness. This principle is
derived in part from the APSLMP definition of wilderness in dealing with the term
“natural conditions.” According to the APSLMP, the primary wilderness
management guideline will be to achieve and perpetuate a natural plant and animal
community where man's influence is not apparent (APSLMP, 2001, Page 20). It
means not introducing exotic plants and animals not historically associated with the
Adirondacks nor manipulating native vegetation to enhance one resource over
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another. Actions to remove exotic species of plants and animals are considered
necessary to protect native communities.

• Attain a High Level of Wilderness Character Within Legal Constraints. An
important APSLMP wilderness goal is to retain, and where necessary make
Adirondack wilderness areas as wild and natural as possible. Examples of this
principle include efforts to rehabilitate alpine summits and restore severely eroded
trails.

• Preserve and Enhance Wilderness Air and Water Quality. Wilderness air and
water quality bear testimony to the general health of our environment. Federal and
State laws are designed specifically to protect air and water quality. In wilderness,
internal pollution sources such as human and domestic animal wastes must be
controlled.

• Safeguard Human Values and Benefits While Preserving Wilderness Character.
Wilderness areas are not just designated to protect natural communities and
ecosystems; they are also for people. The APSLMP directs that “human use and
enjoyment of those lands (meaning State lands within the Adirondack Park) should
be permitted and encouraged, so long as the resources in their physical and
biological context and their social and psychological aspects are not degraded”
(APSLMP, 2001, Page 1). This is especially true for wilderness.

• Preserve Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or a Primitive and Unconfined
Type of Recreation. This principle comes directly from the APSLMP definition of
wilderness (APSLMP, 2001, Page 21). Levels of solitude within any given
wilderness will vary; sometimes substantially. Management strategies to protect the
wilderness resource should strive to minimize the amount of contact or control over
visitors once they are in the unit. (Hendee et.al., 1990).

• Control and Reduce the Adverse Physical and Social Impacts of Human Use in
Wilderness Through Education and Minimum Regulation. When human use
must be controlled to prevent misuse and overuse, it is best to do so by education
followed by the minimum degree of regulation necessary to meet management
objectives. The latter option is sometimes called the minimum tool rule – application
of the minimum tools, equipment, regulations, or practices that will bring the desired
result (Hendee et.al., 1990).

• Favor Wilderness-Dependent Activities When Managing Wilderness Use.
Wilderness is a distinct resource, and many recreational or other activities taking
place there can be enjoyed elsewhere. Not all outdoor activities require a wilderness
setting. Examples are large group use, orienteering schools, competitive events, and
other organized events. A Department management goal is to refer these activities to
Wild Forest Areas.

• Remove Existing Structures and Terminate Uses and Activities Not Essential to
Wilderness Management Except for Those Provided by the APSLMP. “A
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wilderness area is further defined to mean an area of state land or water having a
primeval character without significant improvements or permanent human habitation
. . .” (APSLMP, 2001, page 20). Except for those structures, uses, and administrative
actions specifically identified by the APSLMP, the Department is mandated to
remove all non-conforming structures and uses not compatible with a wilderness
environment as soon as possible. (APSLMP 2001, page 20).

• Accomplish Necessary Wilderness Management Work with the Minimum Tool.
This principle requires every management action to be scrutinized to see first if it is
necessary, then plan to do it with the “minimum tool” to accomplish the task. The
Department has established guidelines and policies for many administrative activities
in wilderness areas including, but not limited to, trail construction, boundary line
marking, use of motorized equipment and vehicles, cutting and removal of trees, and
fisheries management. Its goal is to have the least possible impact on the
environment and the visitor experience (Hendee et. al., 1990).

• Establish Specific Management Objectives, with Public Involvement, in a
Management Plan for Each Wilderness. Working together within the constraints
of the APSLMP, managers and the public need to define acceptable levels of use and
specific management practices for each Adirondack wilderness. These need to be
clearly stated in management plans available for public review and comment. It is
essential visitors and other users understand wilderness values, and managers clearly
know their management responsibilities. The Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC)
process should be applied where appropriate to allow the progress toward meeting
important carrying capacity objectives to be measured (APSLMP, 2001; DEC policy
1972-present; Hendee et.al, 1990).

• Harmonize Wilderness with Adjacent Land Uses. Wilderness management should
be coordinated with the management of adjacent State and private lands in a manner
that recognizes differing land management goals.

• Manage Wilderness with Interdisciplinary Scientific Skills. Because wilderness
consists of complex relationships, it needs the skills of natural resource professionals
and social scientists that work as an interdisciplinary team focusing on preserving
wilderness as a distinct resource. Environmental and social sciences are used in
decision-making.

• Manage Uses, Structures and Improvements Permitted by the APSLMP with
the Minimum Impact on the Wilderness Resource. The APSLMP (2001)
authorizes certain uses and structures in wilderness areas. Permitted structures
include interior outposts, existing dams on established impoundments, existing or
new fish barrier dams, trails, bridges, signs and lean-tos (See generally APSLMP
2001, Pages 21-26). Construction of additional conforming structures and
improvements will be restrained to comply with wilderness standards, and all
management and administrative actions will be designed to emphasize the
self-sufficiency of users in an environmentally sound and safe way.
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Public Participation
Department staff have clear mandates for the management of a number of issues that can
affect wilderness. For example, the APSLMP requires that public motor vehicle use be
prohibited. There is no question that the Department must take appropriate actions to
prevent illegal motor vehicle use. However, for some issues, legal and policy guidance is
less concrete. For instance, hiking trails may be constructed in wilderness, and a
wilderness area must have outstanding opportunities for solitude. But there is no simple
template for determining how many hiking trails there should be or where they should go,
nor an easy formula for determining the level or availability of solitude that is appropriate
in specific locations. To obtain assistance with such decisions, Department managers
invite the public to participate in the development of UMPs. In the effort to set a
management direction for the BRW and WMPA that strikes a proper balance between
recreational use and the protection of natural resources and ecological processes,
Department staff seek to supplement an understanding of wilderness management
guidelines and available research with the advice of organizations, local governments and
individuals.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE DRAFT UMP
Public participation for the BRW and WMPA UMP began with the development of an
extensive mailing list. On March 28, 2002 a package of information about the
management unit and the planning process, along with an invitation to a public meeting
and a request for comments was mailed to nearly 200 individuals, organizations and
government agencies interested in the management of the area. Also on that date a press
release was distributed to newspapers, radio stations and television stations in and around
the Adirondack region. 

To assure that people from across the state would be able to meet planning staff, provide
information and present ideas for all management units, the Department hosted a series of
UMP open houses across the state in January, 2001. Meetings took place in
Cheektowaga, Rochester, Syracuse, Greenvale, New York City, New Paltz and
Guilderland. In addition, a public meeting specific to the BRW and WMPA was held in
the Adirondack Museum’s Conference Building in Blue Mountain Lake on June 6, 2002.
At the meeting Department staff described the UMP process, gave a description of the
unit and received public comments. Sixty-five people attended. Approximately 50 people
communicated directly with the planner, submitting comments by mail, e-mail and
telephone. Magazines such as The Adirondack Explorer have facilitated public
participation in planning through numerous articles about planning issues. 

A number of comments of a general nature were received. The comments covered a
range of topics, including the need to protect the Forest Preserve and its plant and animal
communities from overuse and from water and air pollution, to conduct research about
natural resources and the impacts of human activities, to enforce laws and regulations, to
provide a variety of recreational opportunities, to separate incompatible uses, to retain
trailless areas, to maintain facilities, to limit the use of motor vehicles, snowmobiles,
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aircraft, motorboats and jet skis on Forest Preserve lands–as well as the need to provide
appropriate opportunities for motorized uses–and to provide better information about the
Forest Preserve. Many of the comments echoed the provisions of the APSLMP and are
considered in the development of all UMPs. Others, such as an interest in allowing motor
vehicle use in wilderness, may not be considered at the UMP level because they are
expressly prohibited by the APSLMP.

In addition to those of a general nature, a number of the comments received applied
specifically to the BRW and WMPA. Specific comments were of special interest to the
planning team and helped frame management issues. Major topics of public comment
specifically related to the BRW and WMPA are listed and discussed below. 

• Wakely Mountain Fire Tower: By far the largest number of comments related to
the Wakely Mountain fire tower. The comments were unanimous in support of
retaining the fire tower for its recreational, educational and historic preservation
value. One comment made support for keeping the tower contingent on a
demonstration of need, as called for in the APSLMP. Some expressed the wish that
the structure of the tower not be modified by the addition of communications
equipment. A number of comments included support for a proposal to reclassify the
part of the WMPA encompassing the fire tower and observer’s cabin to wild forest
and the rest to wilderness. 

• Sagamore Ruins: Nearly all those who commented on the remains of the
hydroelectric plant and other structures that once were part of the Camp Sagamore
complex supported the position that the structures should be allowed to remain in
place subject to the forces of nature. A number of comments made reference to the
inclusion of the structures in Camp Sagamore’s National Historic Landmark
designation and their importance to Sagamore’s educational mission. Some
expressed ambivalence about the structures. One suggestion was to raze the
structures, leave the foundations in place and move the contents of the generator
house to the Sagamore grounds where they could be restored and interpreted. 

• Northville-Lake Placid Trail: Comments were unanimous in advocating the
relocation of the NP Trail from Cedar River Road to the lands of the BRW. More
detailed comments included descriptions of preferred routes, all of which generally
ran near the southern border of the unit. A few people advocated keeping the trail
east of Wakely and Metcalf Mountains to preserve the trailless character of the
interior.

• Other Trails: Most people supported the marking of existing trails near Sagamore,
as well as those to Sprague Pond, Slim Pond and Death Brook Falls. Some suggested
that the marking of an old stage road that connects the Wilson Pond and Cascade
Pond trails would provide a good hiking and snowshoeing opportunity. A few
expressed concern that a trail around Sprague Pond could have adverse impacts on
nesting loons. The support of one commenter for the marking of the trails near
Sagamore was contingent on an analysis of the area’s capacity to withstand use.
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• South Inlet: A number of comments pertained to the use of motorboats and jetskis
on South Inlet. For much of its length, the southeastern shore of South Inlet forms
the boundary of the BRW. Though most comments supported a ban on motors,
several urged that current conditions allowing motorboat use be continued, citing
benefits ranging from public access to keeping the channel free of aquatic
vegetation. Some suggested that conflicts between motorized and nonmotorized craft
could be reduced by better enforcement of the law limiting speed within 100 feet of
shore to five miles per hour. This issue is being addressed in the MRPWF UMP.

• Reclassification: One person suggested that the Golden Beach Campground septic
system, presently part of the BRW, be formally joined with the campground through
reclassification to intensive use.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE FINAL UMP
The Draft UMP was released for public review and comment on December 22, 2005. A
second public meeting to present the draft UMP and receive public comments was held at
the Adirondack Museum on February 7, 2006. Appendix 17 presents a summary of the
comments received and Department responses to the major recommendations, questions
and concerns.

Management Issues 

In preparation for the task of devising management actions for the BRW and WMPA, the
planning team reviewed the characteristics of the unit, from its natural resources and
wilderness character to its cultural resources, boundaries, the structures and
improvements maintained for public access and use, public use patterns and trends and
administrative considerations. Then, in light of the management guidelines for wilderness
and primitive areas, the team reviewed public comments and suggestions and developed a
list of issues to be addressed by the plan. The issues listed below are addressed in Section
4, Proposed Management Actions.

GENERAL ISSUES

• Natural Resources: Compared with other Adirondack Forest Preserve management
units, the wild character of the BRW and WMPA is affected by relatively few
structures and improvements and low levels of public use. Especially in the trailless
core of the unit surrounding Blue Ridge, natural processes operate relatively free of
human influences. A large area of old growth forest occupies the central and
southwestern part of the unit. What measures should be taken to preserve, enhance
and restore the natural conditions of the water, air, soils, wetlands and the native
plant and animal communities of the BRW and WMPA? Are there habitats of rare
species that need protection? What measures should be taken to minimize the effects
of public recreational use on natural resources?
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• Public Use: Because of the relatively low level of recreational development and use
in the BRW and WMPA, there are outstanding opportunities for solitude throughout
the unit. What measures should be taken to assure that the public use of the BRW
and WMPA will conform with APSLMP guidelines for the protection of natural
resources and the recreational environment? In the context of the character of the
unit and historic use patterns, what kinds and levels of use are appropriate? 

• Access: Though there are relatively few official public access points, much of the
unit is near or adjacent to public highways, and a number of unofficial access points
are used by the public. No measures have been taken to provide access for people
with disabilities. Is the present level of access to the lands of the BRW and WMPA
appropriate? What measures should be taken to increase access where appropriate or
to reduce access where necessary to protect wilderness resources? What measures
should be taken to improve access for people with disabilities?

• Cultural Resources: The Wakely Mountain fire tower is listed on the New York
State and National Registers of Historic Places. The remnants of roads and structures
formerly part of the Great Camp Sagamore estate are included in Sagamore’s
National Historic Landmark designation. Within the guidelines of the APSLMP,
what measures should be taken to protect and interpret the cultural resources of the
BRW and WMPA?

• Structures and Improvements: There are relatively few structures and
improvements, such as trails, primitive tent sites and lean-tos, within the BRW. What
structures and improvements should be provided to accommodate public recreational
access and use in ways that are compatible with the wild character of the area?

• Nonconforming Structures and Uses: A number of nonconforming structures and
uses exist within the unit. Some must simply be removed. However the disposition
of others, such as the Sagamore hydroelectric ruins and the Wakely Mountain fire
tower structures, is subject to more complex analysis. The fire tower and associated
structures within the WMPA have not been used or maintained for fire detection
purposes for several years. How should the nonconforming structures and uses in the
BRW and WMPA be addressed? Are the structures in the WMPA needed?

• Illegal Activities: Evidence of illegal motor vehicle use in the unit has been
observed, though impacts have not been significant. There are occasional instances
of tree cutting, littering and illegal camping. What measures should be taken to
prevent illegal motor vehicle use and other illegal activities within the BRW and
WMPA?

• Public Use Information: The Department has a good general sense of the types,
levels and distribution of public use within the unit. However, detailed information is
lacking. There are only three trail registers on trails leading to destinations in the
unit. What measures should be taken to provide managers with a more accurate
picture of public recreational use numbers, patterns and trends, as well as a better
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measure of the expectations and interests of the public and how satisfied they are
with their experiences of the BRW and WMPA?

SPECIFIC ISSUES

• Wakely Mountain Fire Tower: According to the APSLMP, once the fire tower is
no longer needed, it should be removed, and the WMPA should be made part of the
BRW. Should the fire tower remain? If so, should it be restored and open to the
public? Is the tower needed for radio communications purposes? Would its retention
conform with the APSLMP? Should the observer cabin and helipad remain? Is there
a good alternative route for a trail to the summit? The proposal in some public
comments to reclassify the part of the WMPA encompassing the fire tower and
associated structures to wild forest, and the rest to wilderness, would require a
revision of the APSLMP. Requests for revisions of the APSLMP are addressed by
APA in consultation with the Department.

• Sagamore Ruins: Some structures formerly part of the Sagamore hydroelectric
complex are relatively intact and could be considered nonconforming structures.
However, the structures are part of Great Camp Sagamore’s National Historic
Landmark designation and are considered by Sagamore staff to be essential to their
educational mission. The removal of the structures would be disruptive and
expensive. Should the hydroelectric plant and other structures that once were part of
the Camp Sagamore complex be retained? If so, what measures, if any, should be
taken to protect and interpret them and make them safe for public access?

• Solitude: Should the presently high degree of solitude available in the BRW be
maintained at current levels? If so, how?

• Northville-Lake Placid Trail: Should the NP Trail be relocated from Cedar River
Road to the BRW? If so, what route should it take?

• Other Trails: Which if any of the existing unmarked trails in the BRW should be
designated, marked and maintained? Should new trails be constructed? 

• South Inlet: How should the use of motorized watercraft on South Inlet be
addressed? The issue is important both for the BRW and the MRPWF.

• Camp Sagamore Safety Zone: An area around Camp Sagamore in which hunting
and trapping are prohibited was created by regulation in 1976. Should the existing
safety zone around Camp Sagamore be retained, modified or eliminated? 

• Classification and Reclassification: In the context of existing Forest Preserve
lands, is the boundary of the BRW in the right place? In the course of reviewing
maps and records during the planning process, the planning team discovered some
classification issues of a ministerial nature. A small parcel of Forest Preserve land
containing the Cascade Pond trailhead is unclassified, the Golden Beach
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Campground septic system is included within the BRW, and there is a small parcel
of wild forest land east of the road between Sagamore Lake and Lake Kora whose
boundary on the ground conforms to a lot line rather than a geographic feature. The
classification or reclassification of any part of the Adirondack Forest Preserve
constitutes an amendment to the APSLMP and is the responsibility of the APA, in
consultation with the Department.

• Vista Maintenance: The trail to Sawyer Mountain ends at an overlook that is likely
to become obscured if the continuation of limited tree and brush cutting is not
permitted. Though the APSLMP does not provide express guidance about the
establishment or maintenance of scenic vistas in wilderness or primitive areas, a
Department policy provides for the maintenance of existing vistas in wilderness.
Should scenic vistas be maintained?

Management Goals
After a list of planning issues was developed, the issues were analyzed in the context of
wilderness management guidelines and public comment. In addition, the characteristics
of the unit were reviewed in relation to adjacent public and private lands and the other
wilderness areas in the Adirondack Park. This process resulted in the development of the
following management goals for the BRW and WMPA. These goals then guided the
development of specific objectives that, in turn, resulted in proposals for individual
management actions. Specific objectives and management actions are presented in
Section 4.

The major theme of these goals is to maintain the character of the BRW as a component
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve that generally is more wild and presents more
opportunities for a high degree of solitude than other areas.

• Retain the relatively undeveloped character of the BRW, and maintain the
trailless core of the unit as a plant and animal community nearly free of direct
human influences. With 11.5 miles of marked trails, three lean-tos and relatively
few established tent sites, the BRW has a much less extensive system of official
structures and improvements than other areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve.
Many miles of former roads and unmarked trails are lightly used for access to ponds
or tent sites used during hunting season, but few penetrate far into the interior. The
area surrounding the Blue Ridge is a large trailless area comprising a significant tract
of old growth forest. The undeveloped character of the interior of the BRW
contributes both to a recreational environment of solitude and the perpetuation of a
natural plant and animal community where man’s influence is not apparent. The
relatively wild character of the area will be maintained by limiting the development
of new structures and improvements and preserving the area’s large trailless core. 

• Make solitude a major component of the recreational environment of the BRW.
Compared with other wilderness and wild forest areas, relatively few people visit the
BRW. Visitors are very likely to experience solitude during their visits, even on



Section 3 – Management History and Direction

Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
Unit Management Plan - August 2006 117

marked trails and at established tent sites, during all seasons. Instead of encouraging
increased use, or passively allowing the level of use to increase over time to the full
capacity of the area to withstand use without exceeding minimum standards,
managers will work to preserve a recreational environment characterized by a high
degree of solitude. 

• Protect archaeological sites from vandalism and address safety issues, but allow
them to succumb to the forces of nature. Manage historic structures in
accordance with applicable laws. New York State Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law sets forth requirements for the identification and preservation of
cultural resources. However, the degree to which historic structures within
wilderness and primitive areas may be protected is limited by the APSLMP. Cultural
resources within the BRW and WMPA will be identified, protected and interpreted
in accordance with applicable laws.

Capacity to Withstand Use

CARRYING CAPACITY CONCEPTS

The BRW and WMPA cannot withstand ever-increasing, unlimited visitor use levels
without suffering the eventual loss of wilderness character. The challenge for managers is
to determine how much use and what type of use the area, or particular sites within it, can
withstand before the impacts of use cause serious degradation of the wilderness resource.
A manager’s most important responsibility is to work to ensure that a natural area’s
“carrying capacity” is not exceeded while providing for visitor use and benefit.

The term carrying capacity has its roots in range and wildlife sciences. As defined in the
range sciences, carrying capacity means “the maximum number of animals that can be
grazed on a land unit for a specific period of time without inducing damage to the
vegetation or related resources” (Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center,
1994). This concept, in decades past, was modified to address recreational uses as well,
although in its application to recreational use it has been shown to be significantly flawed
when the outcome sought has been the maximum number of people who should be
allowed to visit an area such as the BRW and WMPA. Much research had shown that the
derivation of such a number is not useful, because the relationship between the amount of
use and the resultant amount of impact is not linear (Krumpe and Stokes, 1993). For
many types of activities, low levels of use can cause observable impacts. For example, in
sensitive areas the elimination of ground vegetation at a tent site can become significant
after only a few camping parties have occupied it. Once moderate use levels have
removed nearly all the vegetation, large increases in use cause relatively little additional
impact. It has been discovered that such factors as visitor behavior, site resistance and
resiliency and type of use may actually be more important in determining the degree of
impact than the amount of use, although the total amount of use contributes to a
significant extent (Hammit and Cole, 1987).
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The shortcomings of a simple carrying capacity approach have become so apparent that
the basic question has changed from the old one, “How many is too many?” to the new,
more realistic one: “How much change is acceptable?” Because of the complex
relationship between use and use impacts, the manager’s job is much more involved than
simply counting, redirecting, or restricting the number of visitors in an area.
Professionally-informed judgements must be made so that carrying capacity is defined in
terms of acceptable resource and social conditions. These conditions must be compared
to real conditions, projections must be made, and management policies and actions must
be drafted and enacted to maintain or restore the desired conditions. Influencing visitor
behavior can require a well-planned, multi-faceted educational program. Determining site
resistance and resiliency always requires research, often involving much time, legwork
and experimentation. Shaping the types of use impacting an area can call not only for
education, research and development of facilities, but also the formulation and
enforcement of a set of regulations which some users are likely to regard as
objectionable. The Department embraces this new approach, recognizing the ambitious
scope of the work required to adopt it and subsequently implement needed management. 

The shift in the focus of managers, from trying to determine how many visitors an area
can accommodate to trying to determine what changes are occurring in the area and
whether or not they are acceptable, will be more effective in assuring that all areas of the
Forest Preserve will, as required by the New York State Constitution, be “forever kept as
wild forest lands,” and that in the BRW and WMPA, the primeval character inherent in
the APSLMP definition of wilderness will be retained. A central goal of this plan is to lay
out a strategy for achieving an appropriate balance between resource protection and
public use in the BRW and WMPA. This strategy reflects legal requirements, policy
guidelines and established management principles and has directed the development of
goals, objectives, and ultimately the management proposals which are detailed in Section
4.

PLANNING APPROACH

The approach to the development of a unit management plan for the BRW and WMPA
involves a combination of two generally accepted wilderness planning methods: (1) the
goal-achievement framework; and (2) the Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) model
employed by the U.S. Forest Service and other agencies. 

The Goal-Achievement Framework

In wilderness areas, the Department is mandated by law to implement actions designed to
realize the intent of the wilderness guidelines of the APSLMP. The goal-achievement
framework will be used to organize this management plan to direct the process of
determining appropriate management actions through the careful development of goals
and objectives. Goals are general descriptions of management direction reflecting legal
mandates and general conditions to be achieved or maintained in the wilderness area.
Once articulated, the goals for the management of the BRW and WMPA will shape
management objectives, which are statements of more specific conditions whose
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achievement will be necessary to assure progress toward the attainment of the established
goals. Objectives in turn will serve as criteria for deciding what management actions are
needed. 

General and specific goals proposing a long-term direction for the management of the
BRW and WMPA are given in Section 3. In each category of management activity
included in Section 4, the current management situation is assessed and assumptions
about future trends and conditions are discussed. Proposed objectives describing
conditions to be achieved on the way toward meeting long-term management goals are
presented and individual actions to meet the objectives are proposed. 

The goal-achievement framework provides an organized approach to planning that is
effective in addressing the full range of issues affecting a wilderness area. However, the
objectives developed in this approach usually do not identify specific thresholds of
unacceptable impact on particular resources or give managers or the public clear
guidance as to whether a restrictive management action is warranted in a particular
situation. For significant management issues that require the resolution of conflicting
goals, have the potential for unacceptable change and lend themselves to the
development of measurable and attainable standards, the Limits of Acceptable Change
process will be used. 

The Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) Process

The Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) process employs carrying capacity concepts to
prescribe--not the total number of people who can visit an area--but the desired resource
and social conditions that should be maintained regardless of use. Establishing and
maintaining acceptable conditions depends on explicit management objectives which
draw on managerial experience, research, inventory data, assessments, projections and
public input. When devised in this manner, objectives founded in the LAC process dictate
how much change will be allowed, as well as how management will respond to change.
Indicators--measurable variables that reflect conditions--are chosen and standards,
representing the bounds of acceptable conditions, are set, so management efforts can
address unacceptable change. A particular standard may be chosen to act as a boundary
which allows for management action before conditions deteriorate to the point of
unacceptability. The monitoring of resource and social conditions is critical. The LAC
process relies on monitoring to provide systematic and periodic feedback to managers
concerning specific conditions related to a range of impact sources, from visitor use to
the atmospheric deposition of pollutants.

Though the LAC process is ideally suited to solving many management problems, it does
not work in every situation. LAC is designed to help managers decide how best to
address competing goals where there are concerns about the potential for unacceptable
change. For instance, two goals of wilderness management are protecting natural
conditions and providing public recreational access. Yet the promotion of recreational
use could have unacceptable impacts to natural resources, such as the soils and vegetation
in a popular camping area. The LAC process could be used to determine the thresholds of
acceptable soil and vegetation impacts and what management actions would be taken to
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protect resources from camping use. Issues that do not involve potential trade-offs do not
lend themselves to LAC treatment. For example, managers do not need a process to help
them determine how much motor vehicle use is acceptable in wilderness. Because
existing wilderness guidelines and regulations explicitly prohibit all public motor vehicle
use, it is clear that no amount of public motor vehicle use is acceptable. 

The Department will identify all significant management issues affecting the BRW and
WMPA and prioritize them. Issues suitable for the application of the LAC process will be
selected. For these issues, the Department will implement the four major components of
the LAC process:

1. The identification of acceptable resource and social conditions represented by
measurable indicators;

2. An analysis of the relationship between existing conditions and those desired;
3. Determinations of the management actions needed to achieve and preserve desired

conditions; and,
4. A monitoring program to determine whether objectives continue to be met over time.

The process involves 10 steps:

Step 1: Define Goals and Desired Conditions
Step 2: Identify Issues, Concerns and Threats
Step 3: Define and Describe Acceptable Conditions
Step 4: Select Indicators for Resource and Social Conditions
Step 5: Inventory Existing Resource and Social Conditions
Step 6: Specify Standards for Resource and Social Indicators for Each Opportunity Class
Step 7: Identify Alternative Opportunity Class Allocations
Step 8: Identify Management Actions for Each Alternative
Step 9: Evaluate and Select a Preferred Alternative
Step 10: Implement Actions and Monitor Conditions

Though generally the levels of human impact within the BRW and WMPA are relatively
low, a number of management issues could develop within the BRW and WMPA that
could be addressed by the LAC process. Such issues may be categorized as conflicts
between public use and resource protection, conflicts between users, and conflicts
between outside influences and the objectives for natural resource or social conditions
within the unit. The capacity of the area to withstand use can be divided into three
categories for which impact indicators can be chosen:

Physical capacity - May include indicators that measure visitor impacts to physical
resources (e.g., soil erosion on trails, campsites and access sites) and changes to
environmental conditions (e.g., air and water quality).

Biological capacity - May include indicators that measure visitor impacts to biological
resources (e.g., vegetation loss at campsites or waterfront access sites) and changes in the
ecosystem (e.g., diversity and distribution of plant and animal species).
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Social capacity - May include indicators that measure visitor impacts on other visitors
(e.g., conflicts between user groups), the effectiveness of managerial conditions (e.g.,
noncompliant visitor behavior), and interactions with the area’s physical or biological
capacity (e.g., the impacts of the sight of significant erosion on trails on the recreational
experience of visitors).

The following list gives examples of indicators that could be used in assessing and
monitoring conditions in the BRW and WMPA.

Physical capacity

• Extent of soil erosion on trails and at campsites
• Extent of air and water quality degradation caused by fossil fuel combustion1

Biological capacity

• Extent of unvegetated soil in camping areas and riparian areas near lakes and streams
• Diversity and distribution of plant and animal species

Social capacity

• Noise volume and frequency of aircraft overflights1

• Incidence and volume of late night noise at campsites
• Extent of illegal tree cutting for firewood near campsites
• Number of encounters with large groups on trails

The application of the LAC process will require a substantial commitment of staff time
and public involvement. Because each Department office is responsible for several Forest
Preserve management units, the full implementation of LAC for each unit will occur over
a period of years. It will be important to prioritize the issues within each unit and focus
management attention on the most significant issues first. Of the 10 steps of the LAC
process, this plan implements steps 1, 2 and 3, which apply to all the resources and
conditions of the unit. The application of steps 4, 5 and 6 to selected land resource issues
is proposed for the next five years. Table 12 and Figure 12 actually represent a tentative
jump to step 7. The specific allocation of opportunity classes will be confirmed after the
completion of all preliminary steps.

Though LAC will not be fully implemented during the five-year scope of this plan, the
plan is complete, organized according to the goal-achievement framework. It provides
substantial resource inventory information, sets goals founded on law, policy and the
characteristics of the area, identifies management issues, and lays out an extensive
system of proposed objectives and actions designed to meet management goals. Once it is
fully implemented, LAC will provide more detailed guidance to managers and the public
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in the management of important issues. Ultimately a monitoring system will be put in
place, and management actions will be revised and refined over time in response to the
results of periodic evaluation to assure that desired conditions will be attained or
maintained. LAC will be incorporated into the management of the BRW and WMPA as a
fully-developed, science-based approach to protecting and managing the area’s physical,
biological and social resources. 

The Capacity of the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely
Mountain Primitive Area to Withstand Use

The New York State Constitution, the APSLMP and other laws, regulations and policies
provide general direction for the management of the BRW and WMPA by specifically
prohibiting certain structures, improvements and uses and establishing general goals and
guidelines for protecting natural resources and managing the types of facilities and uses
that are permitted. The managers of the BRW and WMPA must apply these general
guidelines and determine through the UMP process which structures and improvements
will be constructed, retained or removed within the unit, and how much impact to the
unit’s natural resources and recreational environment will be tolerated. 

The capacity of the BRW and WMPA to withstand public recreational use and other
types of human influence is not a quality inherent in the unit that may be determined
simply through an objective assessment of its physical and biological features and
recreational conditions. While the levels of various types of impacts can be measured, the
levels that are acceptable within the unit generally or at particular locations within it can
only be determined through the development of goals and objectives reflecting desired
conditions. This process should include the consideration of the management guidelines
for wilderness and primitive areas and the natural resource and recreational
characteristics of the unit in the landscape contexts of New York State and the
Adirondack Park, and should be shaped by public participation in the planning process.
The LAC process should be applied to specific issues for which the establishment of
measurable standards is considered necessary to refine the application of management
objectives.

The planning process for the BRW and WMPA has resulted in the development of goals
that set the direction for long-term management. These goals form the basis for the
development of objectives and actions for the unit’s Land Resources, Air and Water
Resources, Fisheries, Wildlife, and Recreational Environment. 

PRESCRIPTIVE MANAGEMENT ZONES

The management goals developed for the BRW and WMPA apply to the entire unit.
However, within the unit some variation in the level of human influence on natural
resources and the recreational environment can be seen. In addition, the ecological
communities within the unit vary in terms of their sensitivity to disturbance. An attempt
to achieve uniformity in the conditions of the unit likely would involve the use of strict
regulations and intrusive management techniques in the more attractive, accessible areas
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that would require a significant management staff presence and reduce the freedom and
spontaneity that visitors expect in a wilderness area. A more practicable approach might
be to recognize and, within the bounds of the management guidelines for wilderness and
primitive areas, accommodate a limited range of resource and social conditions. In the
LAC process, this range of acceptable conditions is embodied in a series of opportunity
classes, or prescriptive management zones. For each zone, statements of acceptable
conditions are written, indicating the comparative levels of resource and social impact to
be tolerated, as well as the intensity and intrusiveness of management control–the
managerial conditions–to be applied. Together, the prescriptions for the resource, social
and managerial conditions constitute the general management objectives for each zone. 

In general, the social conditions in the BRW and WMPA are less variable than they are
in other areas of the Forest Preserve. The character of the recreational environment
appears fairly consistent among the area’s designated access points, trails and camping
destinations. These areas stand in contrast to the areas where access is not provided by
designated trails. It appears appropriate, therefore, to divide the unit into two prescriptive
management zones (Table 12, Figure 12). Zone 1 consists of all areas within 500 feet of
parking areas, marked trails, mountain summits accessed by marked trails, and ponds and
lakes accessed by marked trails. Zone 2 comprises all areas outside zone 1. Areas that are
relatively sensitive to disturbance, such as wetlands and other areas of critical habitat,
would be given appropriate management consideration within each zone, and may be
thought of as mapping overlays. The allocation of opportunity classes represented in
Table 12 and Figure 12 represent a jump to step 7 in the LAC process. These allocations
should be confirmed after the completion of steps 1 through 6.

LANDS AND WATERS

Zone 1

The lands of the BRW and WMPA generally are very accessible from public highways.
However, largely because there are few upper elevation vistas or interior ponds, the
development of structures and improvements such as trails, lean-tos and primitive tent
sites has been limited. Even at the ponds that are the unit’s most popular camping
destinations, relatively few tent sites have been developed. The area of the unit
designated as zone 1, therefore, takes up a small percentage of the area of the unit. Public
use 
Table 12. Prescriptive Management Zones in the Blue Ridge Wilderness and
Wakely Mountain Primitive Area

Zone 1 Zone 2

Description: Area within 500 feet of parking
areas, marked trails, mountain summits
accessed by marked trails, and ponds and
lakes accessed by marked trails.

Description: All areas outside zone 1.
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Acceptable Resource Conditions:
Resource impacts low to moderate, restricted
to limited areas of persistent vegetation loss
and localized instances of minimal soil
erosion, largely limited to parking areas, trails,
summits, campsites and access points on
shorelines. Impacts apparent to most visitors.

Acceptable Resource Conditions:
Resource impacts very low to nonexistent,
restricted to minor temporary loss of
vegetation on occasional unmarked trails and
undesignated interior tent sites. Impacts not
apparent to most visitors.

Acceptable Social Conditions: Generally
few, occasionally moderately frequent
contacts with other parties on trails and at trail
destinations. Camping out of sight and sound
of others almost always possible.

Acceptable Social Conditions: Almost
always no contact with other parties. Camping
out of sight and sound of others always
possible.

Acceptable Managerial Conditions: No on-
site management of visitors unless necessary
for resource protection, visitor safety, law
enforcement or facility construction or
maintenance. Little evidence of management
staff. Education and indirect management
methods preferred to manage visitor behavior.
Regulation used for APSLMP compliance.
Additional regulations used to maintain
acceptable conditions only when less intrusive
methods fail. Educational information and
regulations communicated in advance of
visitor arrival or through signs at the unit
boundary. Structures and improvements
constructed and maintained with minimal
modification of natural site conditions. Existing
structures and improvements modified or
relocated where necessary to minimize
impacts on wetlands and critical habitat. New
structures and improvements located and
constructed to minimize impacts on wetlands
and critical habitat.

Acceptable Managerial Conditions: No on-
site management of visitors unless necessary
for resource protection, visitor safety or law
enforcement. Education and indirect
management methods preferred to manage
visitor behavior. Regulation used for APSLMP
compliance. Additional regulations used to
maintain acceptable conditions only when less
intrusive methods fail. Regulations and
educational information communicated in
advance of visitor arrival or through signs at
the unit boundary. Public marking of trails and
cutting of live vegetation on trails and tent
sites prohibited.

impacts within the BRW and WMPA were described in the Public Use section. In
summary, public use levels in all seasons are relatively low. Therefore, the direct impacts
of use on land and water resources, including soil erosion and the disturbance of soils and
vegetation on trails, soil erosion and damage to vegetation at lean-tos and tent sites, and
the sedimentation and pollution of water bodies also are relatively low, with some
exceptions. With the absence of summit destinations other than Wakely and Sawyer 
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Mountains, the marked trails of the unit generally traverse terrain with gentle to moderate
slopes and are less susceptible to soil erosion caused by use than trails in other units
having more trails to mountain summits. It is likely that increases in use and use impacts
over the next five years will not be substantial. 

Except at a few locations, the unit’s trails, lean-to sites and tent sites generally could
withstand higher use levels without sustaining increases in impacts on soils and
vegetation to the extent that they would be judged by experienced managers to exceed
wilderness standards. However, the goals and general objectives for the management of
the BRW reflect an interest in preventing the unit’s relatively high degree of naturalness
from degrading. They are statements of the intent to maintain the unit’s position near the
pristine side of the recreational opportunity spectrum. Managers should strive to keep the
existing relatively low levels of impact on soils, vegetative communities and wetlands
from increasing significantly. Goals and objectives will be translated into measurable
form when specific standards for acceptable levels of impact are developed.

The construction of trails, lean-tos and primitive tent sites tends to attract use and
attendant use impacts. It is possible that the construction of new facilities within the
BRW and WMPA would serve to disperse use to some degree and, by offering new
hiking and camping opportunities, divert use and use impacts from existing facilities. But
because it also is possible that the construction of new facilities could attract new use,
overall use levels and use impacts could increase. The goal of maintaining the lands of
the unit in a condition near the pristine side of the recreational opportunity spectrum will
be achieved by limiting the construction of new facilities to those needed for appropriate
access and resource protection. The unit’s largely trailless interior will be kept free of
marked and maintained trails. Maintaining facility development at a relatively low level
is likely to limit the rate of growth in use numbers, and so will set the capacity of the
BRW and WMPA to withstand use at a level lower than other wilderness areas having
more extensive infrastructures.

Few areas within the unit have sustained extreme use impacts to physical and biological
resources, or are likely to do so in the near future. However, impacts are evident
wherever use has occurred, and in some places, continued use may cause impacts to
exceed wilderness standards. Places where observed impacts are significant in the context
of the objective of maintaining a high degree of naturalness should receive immediate
management attention, even though specific standards have not yet been established. For
instance, the trail to the summit of Wakely Mountain has sustained significant soil
erosion. Erosion on the final mile is largely due to the steepness of the trail. Without
immediate action, the trail could not withstand the physical impacts of continued use,
even at presently moderate levels. Ongoing soil erosion impacts could be addressed
through the installation of drainage structures, but might best be mitigated through the
investigation of a new route over more gentle terrain. Though most of the other trails in
the unit cross fairly gentle terrain with few steep grades, significant impacts to soils and
vegetation occasionally are evident, especially in wetland areas. The need for bridging or
trail relocation to protect resources should be determined and appropriate actions should
be taken as soon as possible to minimize impacts. Noncompliant behavior, such as
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camping too close to the shores of ponds, has resulted in soil erosion, vegetation loss and
visual impacts. Illegal tent sites should be closed and new sites in suitable locations
designated. Law enforcement should focus on sensitive areas.

Zone 2

As in most wilderness areas, public use outside the system of marked trails and their
destinations within the BRW and WMPA generally is very low. Therefore, use impacts
within the area designated as zone 2 are minimal. However, unmarked trails have
developed through use, mostly by hunters and anglers following former roads. Probably
the unmarked trails most frequently used, excluding those proposed for adoption as
official trails1, are those that follow former salvage roads constructed after the 1950
blowdown. Several of these roads enter the northwest portion of the unit from various
points along Route 28. Unmarked trails provide access for day hunting and lead to
interior tent sites used mostly during the big game hunting season. 

To meet the objective of maintaining very low levels of resource impacts in zone 2,
management staff should focus monitoring, education and enforcement efforts on
identifying and mapping trails and tent sites and preventing trail marking, vegetation
cutting , the construction of structures such as bridges and camping shelters, and the
storage of personal property. The application of the LAC process to trails and tent sites
should include zone 2.

Application of the LAC Process

Because the impacts of public use on the land resources of the BRW and WMPA are
relatively low, other units sustaining more severe impacts will take priority in the
application of the LAC process. In the BRW and WMPA work during the next five years
will concentrate on the development of a list of indicators and an inventory of trail and
tent site conditions, mostly in zone 1, to establish a baseline for monitoring, and the
selection of standards to quantify management goals and objectives. The inventory will
involve an initial measurement of indicators such as:

Trail Condition Indicators

• Depth of trail tread compared to surrounding grade at fixed locations every 500 feet
along trail.

• Width of trail tread at fixed locations every 500 feet along trail
• Number and development of user-created trails
• Number of locations, and at each location, distance of trail where drainage is not

controlled and erosion is active
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• Number of locations, and at each location, distance along trail and width of
disturbance where standing water/wetlands requires hikers to walk around

Tent Site Condition Indicators

• General inventory indicating the number of tent sites too close to water, trails, roads
and each other 

• Frissell campsite condition class (one of five classes related to the degree of
disturbance to vegetation and soils)

• Area of barren core
• Distance of down firewood from fire ring

LAC standards for the indicators, once selected, will be the targets against which the
results of periodic monitoring will be compared. Future effort will focus on the
development of management prescriptions to prevent standards from being exceeded.

AIR AND WATER QUALITY 

As reviewed in Section 2, the air quality of the Adirondack region is generally good to
excellent. However, emissions of pollutants from sources outside the region cause haze,
which often limits visibility, and acid precipitation, which affects terrestrial and aquatic
ecology in the region including the BRW and WMPA. The air quality impacts of
activities within the unit, such as the building of campfires by visitors, are limited and
localized. Smoke from campfires is not known to have significant ecological effects. The
current and anticipated impacts of public use on the air quality of the BRW and WMPA
are not considered sufficiently significant to warrant the application of the LAC process.

Acid precipitation and the deposition of heavy metals such as mercury and lead have had
significant effects on Adirondack ecosystems, especially upper elevation forests and
surface waters. Though acid precipitation has not had significant effects on the waters of
the BRW and WMPA to date, they are subject to the continuing effects of atmoshpheric
deposition. Most of the ponds in the unit have an acid neutralizing capacity less than 50
μeq/L and are considered susceptible to episodic acidification that could threaten aquatic
life. Recent studies of selected waters outside the BRW by the Adirondack Cooperative
Loon Program have revealed the presence of mercury in loons. Loons captured on Lake
Durant between 1998 and 2000 were found to have moderately high blood mercury
levels. Research into the relationship between the diet of loons and mercury
contamination is continuing, with the goal of understanding the effects of mercury on the
reproduction and survival of the species. A report on lead levels is forthcoming. The
effects of acid precipitation and the atmospheric deposition of metals are considered
significant threats to the ecosystems of the BRW and WMPA and should be addressed
through appropriate regulation of pollution sources. State and Federal monitoring
programs will continue to track the effects of efforts to improve air quality in the
Northeast. 
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Possible direct impacts of the recreational use of the BRW and WMPA on the water
quality of the unit include the improper disposal of human waste and refuse, and washing
in streams and ponds. Indirect impacts such as soil erosion and sedimentation could result
from repeated use of specific sites near surface water for day use and camping. Public use
impacts on the quality of BRW and WMPA waters do not appear to be significant.
Nevertheless, to meet general Forest Preserve management guidelines and the goals for
the management of the unit, no avoidable impact should be tolerated. Managers should
take actions necessary to minimize and, where possible, prevent use-related water quality
impacts. Because no locally-caused water quality impacts are considered acceptable, the
LAC process will not be applied to this issue.

FISHERIES

Department angling regulations are designed to preserve fish populations by preventing
over harvest. In addition to angling regulations, the relative remoteness of ponds from
roads in the BRW serves to greatly limit use.

Under existing regulations, trout populations are capable of withstanding current and
anticipated levels of angler use. Decades of experience on Adirondack trout ponds have
shown that the invasion of competing species is much more detrimental to trout
abundance, size, and natural reproduction than is angling. 

Angling use within the Blue Ridge Wilderness is relatively light not only due to
remoteness, but also because motor use is prohibited. Anglers must portage canoes or
inflatable rafts for several miles to fish many ponds due to a lack of open shoreline. Only
Sagamore Lake is readily accessible via larger car top boats or skiffs. Trails lead to all
unit trout waters except Lower Mitchell Pond.

In certain instances, over fishing, or more accurately, over harvest, may indeed contribute
to a reduction in the numbers of large trout. However, brook trout, especially in streams,
reach sexual maturity at very small sizes (smaller than what most anglers consider
"keeping" size). Consequently, we are not aware of the existence of any examples of
waters in which regulated harvest has led to reproductive failure. If necessary,
Department fisheries staff have the regulatory authority to enact more restrictive harvest
regulations.

Because angler use of the streams in the BRW is generally light, the brook trout
populations which they support can sustain anticipated harvest levels without impact to
their capacity to maintain themselves naturally. Existing regulations are adequate to
protect the stream resource, as they are for the warmwater species found in two BRW
lakes.

Angling use of area trout waters peaks in May with minor usage occurring in the fall.
Trout angling diminishes greatly in July and August when recreational/camping use of
area ponds by non anglers would be highest. 
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Fisheries files make no mention of user conflicts related to angling on any unit waters.
Neither have there been reports of deteriorating trail conditions due to angler use. The NP
Trail, a popular hiking route, provides access to Stephens Pond and a good spur trail off
the NP Trail leads to Cascade Pond. It is likely that far more recreational hikers utilize
these trails than anglers. The trail to Sprague Pond (1,500 feet) is a former unpaved road
with an elevation change of less than 30 feet from Cedar River Road parking area to the
pond. 

WILDLIFE

Current levels of consumptive (i.e., hunting and trapping) and non-consumptive wildlife
uses are not expected to significantly impact wildlife populations in the BRW and
WMPA. The inaccessibility of much of the unit substantially reduces the potential for
overharvest of some furbearer species (e.g., river otter, fisher, and American marten) and
provides a “reservoir” that ensures that harvests are sustainable over time. 

Although defining the amount and type of use that the area can withstand before impacts
of such use caused degradation to the wildlife resource would be a significant challenge,
considering relative differences in wildlife or community sensitivities to disturbances
could be useful for recreational planning. Endangered, threatened, and special concern
wildlife species, critical habitats, and significant ecological communities should receive
primary attention during planning efforts, because their capacity to withstand use is likely
less than that for more abundant wildlife species and common habitats and communities.
Furthermore, impacts to these resources due to our limited understanding of their
capacity to withstand use could be much more serious than for other more common
resources.

Several areas within BRW and WMPA should receive careful consideration during
planning efforts, including: 1) the northern periphery of the unit where historical deer
yards (but see Critical Habitat section) and potential spruce grouse habitat have been
identified; 2) high-elevation areas providing habitat for Bicknell’s Thrush; and 3)
shorelines of lakes and ponds where common loons nest.

Guidelines for Protection of Deer Wintering Areas In
Wilderness

Research on wildlife responses to cross-country skiing and foot travel during winter is
limited. Studies conducted on mule deer (Freddy et al. 1986) and elk (Cassirer et al.
1992) suggest that these species can be disturbed by these activities. However, when
planning the location of recreational trails, general guidelines for protecting deer
wintering areas can be followed which should reduce the potential for disturbance.

Activities which substantially diminish the quality or characteristics of the site should be
avoided, but this does not mean human use is always detrimental. Pass through trails, and
other recreational uses can be compatible with deer wintering areas if they are carefully
considered. Recreational planning which affords protection of core sections and avoids
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fragmenting travel corridors are acceptable in many situations. Certain types of recreation
such as cross-country skiing are not presently considered to significantly impact deer
yards in an overall negative way, particularly if the traffic along trails is not prone to
stopping or off-trail excursions. These types of trails in or adjacent to deer wintering
areas can provide a firm, packed surface readily used by deer for travel during periods of
deep snow. They can also create access for free-roaming dogs if the location is close to
human habitation; thus, trails should avoid deer yards in these situations. High levels of
cross-country ski use can increase the energy demands of deer within the yard due to
increased movement. 

In summary, general guidelines for protecting deer wintering areas in wilderness include:

• Avoiding placement of heavily used ski trails through core segments of deer yards to
reduce disturbance associated with skiers stopping to observe deer. 

• Avoiding placement of trails through core segments of deer yards, if trail sections
would connect with or run close to densely populated areas and provide access to
free-roaming dogs.

Guidelines for Protection of the Adirondack Subalpine
Forest Bird Conservation Area 

 Lands above 2800' in the BRWA and WMPA are part of the Subalpine Forest Bird
Conservation Area (BCA) and are subject to relatively stringent regulations and use
limitations. Trees may not be cut, public access is limited to foot travel, and
administrative access by motor vehicle, which may occur only in emergencies subject to
strict guidelines, is impracticable. Nevertheless, some types of structures and
improvements are permitted, and construction and maintenance activities, especially
those involving motorized equipment, have the potential to disturb the nesting activities
of upper-elevation birds such as Bicknell's thrush. Whenever possible, routine
maintenance should be planned so that it can be completed outside of the normal nesting
season for Bicknell’s thrush. Should maintenance be needed during this period, the use of
nonmotorized equipment would help to minimize impacts. If the use of motorized
equipment in accordance with Department policy is necessary, it will be minimized. The
use of motorized equipment in the construction of new structures and improvements, if
necessary, will occur during off-peak seasons and outside the breeding season for
Bicknell’s thrush, with the written approval of the Commissioner, as required by the
APSLMP. 

Bicknell’s thrush, a species of special concern in New York State, is a known breeder
above 2800' in the BRW and WMPA. While no direct research has occurred on this
species in the BRWA, research from Vermont studies are relevant for informing
management decisions in the Adirondacks. According to a Vermont Institute of Natural
Science (VINS) report (Rimmer et. al. 2005), “The earliest known arrival date of a
breeding [Bicknell’s thrush] male in Vermont is 15 May, of a female 23 May.... Mating
activities probably begin shortly after female arrival, as evidenced by frequent singing
and calling throughout the day in late May and early June.... The earliest confirmed nest
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construction date in Vermont is 1 June.... In Vermont, 71% (n = 89) of clutches are
initiated in the first 3 weeks of June.... Known Vermont fledging dates range from 3 July-
3 August...”. A VINS report applying the results of research in Vermont ski areas to
Whiteface Mountain (Rimmer et. al. 2004) recommended that work related to the
construction of an expansion of the ski area occur before May 15 or after August 1.
Authors of the report confirmed that the timing of breeding behavior in the Adirondacks
is almost identical to that observed in Vermont (Rimmer, McFarland, personal
communication.)

To assist trail crews in the formidable task of removing blowdown from the hundreds of
miles of trails on Forest Preserve lands, they are permitted to use chainsaws in wilderness
during the low-use period between April 1 and May 24 of each year, as approved by
Commissioner Peter Berle in an August 30, 1976 memorandum. The only trails in the
BRW and WMPA that enter the Adirondack Subalpine Forest BCA are the existing and
proposed trails to the summit of Wakely Mountain. Therefore, the extent of chainsaw use
in annual maintenance activities within the BCA is limited and localized. Because the
snowpack usually does not disappear from the upper elevation section of the Wakely
Mountain trail before May, there is seldom an opportunity to start blowdown removal
before May 15, the date on which the first Bicknell’s thrush males may be arriving on the
mountain. However, the first females are not likely to arrive long before the May 24
closure of the allowable period of chainsaw use. The work seldom takes more than a day,
and crews proceed along the trail as quickly as possible. Therefore, because all chainsaw
use would occur before the likely beginning of most mating activity, and because the
duration of the potential disturbance at any location on the trail is limited, the potential
impact of chainsaw use for blowdown removal on the breeding success of Bicknell’s
thrush is not likely to be significant. 

Based on this information about Bicknell’s thrush breeding behavior, blowdown removal
using chainsaws will continue to occur until May 24, although every attempt will be
made to minimize the use of chainsaws and use cross-cut saws, bow saws, axes and
clippers during this period. 

Construction activities within the BCA other than brushing and blowdown removal will
occur after August 1 and before May 15. The use of helicopters also will occur after
August 1 and before May 15, except in emergencies.

RECREATIONAL ENVIRONMENT

The levels of public recreational use and use impacts in the BRW and WMPA generally
are low throughout the year. Therefore, the unit offers a recreational environment in
which visitors are likely to enjoy experiences in all seasons characterized by a high
degree of solitude. While opportunities for solitude generally are abundant on marked
trails and designated tent sites and lean-tos on lakes and ponds (zone 1), opportunities for
solitude are greatest in the unit’s trailless interior (zone 2). The goals and objectives
proposed for the unit reflect the intention to attempt to preserve currently high solitude
levels rather than permit the quality of the recreational environment to degrade to the
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limits of acceptability. Therefore, the use capacity of the area from the social perspective
is less than in other Forest Preserve units, where more trails and higher levels of use are
provided for. This general statement eventually will be refined through the application of
the LAC process by involving the public in setting detailed standards for measurable
indicators of the quality of the recreational environment.

The goal of preserving the relatively natural character of the unit by minimizing the
establishment of new trails will support the goal of limiting the impacts of use on the
wilderness recreational experience. The use of existing trails and their day use and
camping destinations will be managed by measures such as limiting trailhead parking
capacity, limiting the number of tent sites on ponds, and providing information to
potential visitors designed to promote appropriate use.

Locations within the unit where observed impacts to the recreational environment are
significant in the context of the objective of maintaining a high degree of solitude should
receive immediate management attention, even though specific standards have not yet
been established. The first action to address the recreational environment within the unit
should be to close tent sites that do not meet APSLMP guidelines for shoreline setback or
separation distances.

Application of the LAC Process

Because the impacts of public use on the recreational environment of the BRW and
WMPA are relatively low, other units sustaining more severe impacts will take priority in
the application of the LAC process. In the BRW and WMPA work during the next five
years will concentrate on an inventory of a preliminary list of indicators in zone 1 to
establish a baseline for monitoring, along with the development of a complete list of
indicators and the selection of standards to quantify management goals and objectives for
social conditions.

Preliminary Social Condition Indicators

• Average number of trail register entries per day by season
• Average size of party signing in to trail registers
• Number of parties per week larger than 10 signing in to trail registers by season

Potential Social Condition Indicators

• Number of encounters on the trail by number of groups and total number of
people

• Number of groups of 10 or more on the trail
• Number of other groups camping within sight and sound
• Number of pieces of litter at tent sites 
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LAC standards for the indicators, once selected, will be the targets against which the
results of periodic monitoring will be compared. Future effort will focus on the
development of management prescriptions to prevent standards from being exceeded.
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Section 4 – Proposed Management Actions

This section of the plan organizes the various management topics of the unit into the
following issue areas: bio-physical resources, land protection, administration, facilities,
cultural resources, public use, access, nonconforming uses, regulations, education and
interpretation, and research. For each topic, present conditions and assumptions are
presented, followed by management objectives and proposed management actions. All
specific objectives and proposed actions are consistent with the management guidelines
and principles and the general management objectives outlined above.

Bio-Physical Resources

WATER

Present Conditions and Assumptions

The Adirondack Lakes Survey Corporation has conducted studies of Adirondack lakes
and ponds since the early 1980s, with an emphasis on the effects of acid precipitation.
ALSC has gathered information from seven of the ponds in the BRW. The Bureau of
Fisheries routinely conducts biological surveys of area waters. Though the effects of acid
precipitation on the waters of the unit have not been substantial, acid precipitation poses
a continuing threat to aquatic life in the unit. Atmospheric deposition of other pollutants,
such as mercury and lead, continues to affect the Adirondack region. Recent studies by
the Adirondack Cooperative Loon Program have documented high mercury
concentrations in loons, giving evidence of significant bioaccumulation of mercury in
aquatic ecosystems. Though none of the waters sampled was in the BRW, loons captured
in Lake Durant were found to have moderately high blood mercury levels. 

The Adirondack Effects Assessment Program (AEAP) was established in 1994 with
funding from the United States Environmental Protection Agency to the Darrin Fresh
Water Institute, a research center of the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. The program
was designed to provide chemical and biological data to evaluate the effectiveness of the
1990 amendments to the Clean Air Act. The objective is to study the interactive
relationships between abiotic and biotic factors in a food chain-directed approach. Study
collaborators represent State, Federal and university investigators, including the Darrin
Fresh Water Institute, the State University of New York at Oswego and Syracuse, the
Department, the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, Marist College, the New
York State Museum Biological Survey, the United States Geological Survey, and the
University of Maryland. 

During 2001 scientists from the Division of Water began a study into the effects of acidic
deposition on headwater streams in the southwest Adirondacks. Study monitoring
includes continuous stream flow measurement and event-based water quality sampling
for three adjacent stream catchments in the Moose River Recreation Area and Blue Ridge
Wilderness: Silver Run Brook, Cellar Brook, and Bradley Brook, which range in pH
from circumneutral to acidic. Detailed stream comparisons as well as trend analyses are
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performed for selected analytes: pH, acid neutralizing capacity, conductivity, anions
(SO4, NO3, chloride), cations (Ca, Mg, Na, K), dissolved silica, and dissolved organic
carbon. Results of study investigations will be summarized in AEAP reports and other
publications, as appropriate.

No studies have been conducted to determine the effects of recreation use on water
quality in the BRW and WMPA. As focal points for visitation, streams, springs, lakes,
ponds and wetlands sustain more disturbance from recreational use than upland forest
areas. Current levels of use within the unit are relatively low, and the water quality
impacts of use have not been significant. Use levels and associated impacts are not
expected to grow substantially in the next five years. Nevertheless, because the presence
of water-borne pathogens is associated with wildlife as well as human activity, it is likely
that water drawn from natural sources for drinking and cooking will continue to pose a
health hazard to visitors. Because no locally-caused water quality impacts are considered
acceptable, the LAC process will not be applied to this issue.

Objectives

• Tolerate no impacts to the quality of surface water or groundwater caused by
public use or management actions within the unit. 

• Protect the presently high quality of surface water and groundwater within the
BRW and WMPA from human influences originating outside the unit.

Actions

• Protect surface waters from soil erosion caused by recreational use through the
proper siting of tent sites, lean-tos, parking areas and water access trails. Relocate
improperly located tent sites, lean-tos, parking areas and trails and stabilize closed
sites through the installation of drainage structures appropriate in wilderness and
revegetation with native plants.

• Arrest ongoing soil erosion associated with existing structures and improvements
not to be closed or relocated through the implementation of water control
measures appropriate in wilderness. 

• Relocate lean-tos, pit privies, and non-designated tent sites away from water.
Lean-tos must be set back at least 100 feet. The minimum setback for
non-designated tent sites and pit privies is 150 feet.

• Close and rehabilitate lake shore and streamside areas that have been impacted by
bank erosion caused by recreation use.

• Incorporate available biological survey work in all water related planning
activities.

• Continue to monitor activities under existing Department rules and regulations on
adjacent lands, especially timber harvesting and road building, that have the
potential to impact BRW and WMPA waters. 

• Advise the public through information and education programs to treat all water
for Giardia lamblia prior to consumptive use. 

•
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SOIL

Present Conditions and Assumptions

Detailed soil maps are not available for the BRW and WMPA. Broad soil types, accurate
to an area of about 40 acres, were delineated on aerial photographs by the USDA Soil
Conservation Service. Interpretations have not been completed for each soil type. Little
information has been documented on wide-spread soil loss and deposition, except that
there are sites where soil disturbances on trails, shorelines and tent sites require
rehabilitative actions. Trail widening, trail use during wet weather and camping too close
to sensitive riparian areas are contributing factors. Trail maintenance funds to control
erosion are needed.

Objectives

• Keep soil erosion caused by recreation use within acceptable limits that closely
approximate the natural erosion process.

• Minimize instances of soil compaction from human activity where the
maintenance of natural vegetative cover is precluded, except at trailheads and on
developed trails.

Actions

• Correct undesirable conditions by rehabilitating disturbed areas or relocating use
to more durable sites.

• Relocate trails, designated tent sites and lean-tos which are less than 100 feet
from water where necessary to reduce sedimentation and contamination of water.

• Target trail maintenance to heavily eroded trails; develop a priority list based on
resource need rather than on user convenience. 

• Request voluntary compliance in seasonal closures of high elevation trails and
certain low elevation trails during periods of wet weather, usually from November
1 to December 15 and April 1 to May 15, or at appropriate times set by the area
manager.

VEGETATION

Present Conditions and Assumptions

Wilderness ecosystems are those managed to maintain their primeval character and
influence, regardless of their current or historical condition (Hendee and Dawson, 2002).
Though part of the area of the BRW was affected by logging before the land was
acquired by the State, the wild character of the affected area has largely been restored.
Since its inclusion within the Forest Preserve, the vegetated landscape of the BRW and
WMPA has been altered by natural forces such as wind, fire, insects and disease.
Ecosystem changes resulting from natural processes are inherent in the dynamic quality
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of the wilderness condition. However, actions such as the extensive salvage logging
permitted after the 1950 Blowdown drastically alter the course of natural processes and
should never be permitted.

Significant ecological communities known to exist within the unit include areas of old
growth forest, especially the large area of balsam flats in the southwestern part of the
unit, and numerous wetland communities. Natural plant community succession,
especially in the aftermath of natural disturbances such as windstorms, results in changes
in the occurrence and distribution if plant species, as well as the animals and other
organisms that depend on them, over time. No rare plant species has yet been identified
within the unit. Should rare species or communities be discovered, appropriate actions
should be taken to protect them from human activity. However, in keeping with a major
goal of wilderness management, natural processes that might result in the elimination of a
rare species or community should be permitted to operate without intervention.

Vegetation in the unit has been affected in areas subject to concentrated recreational
activity, such as trail corridors, the shores of streams and ponds and mountain summits.
Recreation during wet weather, typically late fall and early spring, exacerbates soil
disturbance, erosion and plant loss. The construction and maintenance of the structures
and improvements in the unit is conducted with the intent of minimizing impacts to
vegetation. Foot trail maintenance involves the removal of fallen trees, brushing and
occasional tree pruning . Occasionally foot trail bridges are constructed from trees cut
near bridge sites when the sites are so far from trailheads that hauling in bridge materials
from outside the unit is not feasible. Trees are cut in conformance with policy LF-92-1.

INVASIVE PLANTS

By APSLMP definition, a wilderness area “. . . is protected and managed so as to
preserve, enhance and restore, where necessary, its natural conditions . . .” The APSLMP
also provides that, “The primary wilderness management guideline will be to achieve and
perpetuate a natural plant and animal community where man’s influence is not apparent.”
The potential establishment of invasive plants in the BRW and WMPA is considered a
significant threat to wilderness management goals, because invasive plants would alter
the natural conditions of the unit and interfere with the perpetuation of its natural plant
and animal communities. In addition, the introduction of a population of invasive plants
may be seen as an indirect but potentially dramatic result of human influence. Though a
management action to remove a population of invasive plants would constitute an
exercise of direct human influence, a limited and targeted action would be justified in the
service of wilderness goals. A single instance of plant removal would be much less
apparent than the continual expansion of an invasive plant population permitted to
flourish as a permanent part of the wilderness ecosystem.

Any action to eradicate terrestrial invasive plants will be carried out under an Inter-
Agency Work Plan for Management of Terrestrial Invasive Plant Species on State Land
in the Adirondack Park (Invasive Plant Work Plan), developed by the Department and
APA. This Invasive Plant Work Plan will provide a template for the process through
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which comprehensive active terrestrial invasive plant management will take place on
State lands in the Adirondack Park. The Invasive Plant Work Plan will provide protocols
for implementing best management practices (BMPs) on State land (Appendix 12
describes BMPs for purple loosestrife, Japanese knotweed, common reed and garlic
mustard). The protocols will describe what management practices are acceptable and
when they can be implemented, who can be authorized to implement the management
practices, and which terrestrial invasive plant species are targeted. The work plan also
will describe a process by which the Department may enter into stewardship agreements
to facilitate individuals or groups seeking to manage terrestrial invasive plant species on
State lands using the listed BMPs, including herbicide use, under appropriate
circumstances. The Invasive Plant Work Plan will be subject to SEQRA and serve as the
mechanism for assessing the impacts and suitability of eradication BMPs and actions.

Prior to implementing containment or eradication controls, terrestrial invasive plant
infestations occurring within the BRW and WMPA need to be assessed on a site-by-site
basis. The geophysical setting and the presence or absence of sensitive native flora within
or adjacent to the targeted infestation often predicts the BMPs and limitations of the
control methodology. Infestations occurring within specific jurisdictional settings may
trigger a permitting process, as do most terrestrial infestations occurring in aquatic
settings. The species itself often dictates whether manual management controls, such as
hand-pulling or cutting, or the judicious, surgical application of herbicides is warranted
in order to best control the species in a particular setting. No single BMP guarantees
invasive plant containment or eradication. Many infestations require multiple, seasonal
control efforts to reduce their density and biomass. Adaptive management protocols
suggest that implementation of integrated control methodologies may provide the best
overall efficacy at specific infestations.

All management recommendations must be based on knowledge of non-native invasive
species present within the unit and their location, species, abundance and density. A
complete inventory of the unit is necessary to identify aquatic and terrestrial invasive
plant threats facing the unit. Documented populations of terrestrial and aquatic invasive
plant species are shown in Appendix 20, Map 3.

Many, if not all, invasive plant infestations within a Forest Preserve area will have
multiple transport and distribution vectors or threaten sensitive communities. Minimizing
the spread of newly documented and immature infestations before they have the chance
to become established should be a priority management action. 

No aquatic plant occurrences are documented within the unit, so no control efforts are
required at this time. However, ongoing inventory is required to detect new invasive
plant occurrences. 

A rigorous educational campaign would help prevent the transport of aquatic invasive
species. Educating natural resource managers, elected officials and the public is essential
to increase awareness about the threat of invasive species and ways to prevent their
introduction and transport into or out of the unit. Additional research and collaboration
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among partners and stakeholders would facilitate the development of an appropriate,
effective and approved prevention and integrated plant management plan. 

The spread of new invasive plant infestations may be prevented through rapid response
techniques. Additional methods may be required to manage an infestation to contain,
reduce or eradicate the population. Management will require assessing a set of criteria to
evaluate site conditions to determine appropriate and permitted actions. Facilities and
activities within the unit may influence invasive plant species introduction,
establishment, and distribution throughout and beyond the unit boundaries. These
facilities and activities are likely to serve as hosts for invasive plant establishment. For
instance, aquatic invasive species may be transferred between waters by hitchhiking on
motor vehicles, boats, boat motors, boat trailers, sampling equipment, measuring and
weighting devices, monitoring equipment and miscellaneous accessories. 

Restoration of sites where invasive plant management occurs is critical to maintain or
enhance historical ecological function and structure. Restoration should incorporate the
best available science to determine effective techniques and the use of appropriate native
or non-invasive plant species for site restoration.

Objectives

• Allow natural processes to determine the course of native plant community
succession.

• Prevent the establishment of invasive plants to protect native communities, and
take appropriate actions to eliminate populations of invasive plants where they are
found.

• Preserve and protect native ecological communities and sensitive, rare, threatened
and endangered species from the effects of human activity inside and outside the
unit.

• Educate the public about the values of undisturbed plant communities.
• Manage public recreational use to minimize impacts to vegetation.
• Minimize impacts to vegetation in the construction and maintenance of structures

and improvements.

Actions

• Conduct a comprehensive inventory of the ecological communities and the rare,
threatened and endangered plant species within the unit. 

• Educate researchers about the need to obtain TRPs and share the results of
research with the Department.

• Include information about forest history and the values of undisturbed plant
communities in the unit brochure and other Department information and
education efforts.

• Review available information about the occurrences of ecological communities
and plant species in preparing project work plans to insure that projects will have
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minimal impacts on native vegetation, with particular emphasis on significant
communities and sensitive, rare, threatened and endangered species.

• Emphasize information and education as the primary means to reduce recreational
impacts to vegetation.

• Revegetate areas significantly disturbed by recreational activity or administrative
actions, such as construction and maintenance projects and the removal of
nonconforming structures, with native plant species suitable for site conditions.

• Enter into partnerships to facilitate containment and eradication of invasive plants
occurrences within the BRW and WMPA through stewardship agreements and
temporary revocable permits (TRPs).

• Conduct a complete inventory of the BRW and WMPA to identify aquatic and
terrestrial invasive plant threats. Supplement existing inventories with formal,
systematic inventories and informal inventories conducted during routine
operations. Invite assistance from volunteers to actively study the unit and report
on invasive species presence, location and condition. 

• Implement a continuum of early detection inventories in the unit. Work with
APIPP staff to conduct comprehensive early detection inventories for the
presence of invasive plant species at all trails, parking areas, barriers, existing
facilities, Cedar River Road and Sagamore Road. 

• Inventory all waters with public access for the presence of aquatic invasive plants.

• Inventory Forest Preserve campgrounds for invasive plant establishment on a
yearly basis. Monitor staging areas of spring clean-up debris and soils. 

• Take immediate action to eradicate or contain all “easy to contain – low
abundance” terrestrial and aquatic invasive plant infestations within the unit
through the application of BMPs. Implement rapid response if aquatic invasive
plant infestations occur by hand-pulling plants according to BMPs and the
guidelines set forth by the Adirondack Park Agency’s “Advice on the Hand
Harvesting of Nuisance and Invasive Aquatic Plants.” 

• Implement appropriate BMPs at the encroaching Japanese knotweed infestations
occurring beyond the southern, jurisdictional right-of-way of State Route 28 near
reference marker 28-2209-1267. 

• Collaborate with DOT to eradicate parent stands of Japanese knotweed that occur
within and beyond the maintained rights-of-way of Durant Road and State Route
28/30 near their intersection.

• Implement perpetual Early Detection/Rapid Response protocols in probable
locations of invasive plant introductions, such as campgrounds, day use areas,
parking areas, boat launches and horse trails.

• Incorporate protocols to minimize the introduction and transfer of invasive plant
species during routine operations, such as construction and maintenance projects,
and historic and emergency maintenance activities. For instance, in construction
and maintenance projects, use only soils, straw, seed or other stabilization or
cover materials that are certified as weed-free.

• Incorporate terrestrial invasive species management actions into work plans at
affected Forest Preserve campgrounds. Make necessary refinements in routine
maintenance practices, such as raking and the use of onsite spoils areas, in order
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to minimize the spread and redistribution of invasive plants within or beyond the
campground boundaries. 

• Train Department trail maintenance staff and staff at Forest Preserve
campgrounds on invasive species identification, manual management practices,
safe storage and the proper disposal of harvested plant material. 

• To prevent the transfer of aquatic invasive species between waters, educate
personnel performing field sampling to thoroughly inspect and clean motor
vehicles, boats, boat motors, boat trailers, sampling equipment, measuring and
weighting devices, monitoring equipment and miscellaneous accessories between
routine operations.

• Post aquatic invasive species signage at all places where the public may gain
access to water. 

• Incorporate invasive species education in staff training and citizen licensing
programs for hunting, fishing and boating, through signage, brochures, and
identification materials, and in information centers, campgrounds, community
workshops and press releases.

• Include guidelines to prevent the introduction and transport of invasive species in
licensing, registration and permitting information distributed by the Department
to fishing tournament applicants. 

• Restore sites where invasive plant management occurs using appropriate native or
non-invasive plant species.

WILDLIFE

Present Conditions and Assumptions

While all of the objectives and management actions outlined below are important, a
management priority should be placed on increasing our understanding of the occurrence
and distribution of many wildlife species and their habitats on the BRW and WMPA.
This priority is reflected under the list of potential management action projects, denoted
by letters, outlined below.

Objectives

• Re-establish, to the extent possible, self-sustaining wildlife populations of species
that are extirpated, endangered, threatened or of special concern in habitats where
their existence will be compatible with other elements of the ecosystem and
human use of the area.

• Perpetuate, support, and expand a variety of wildlife recreational opportunities,
including sustainable hunting and trapping and wildlife observation and
photography as desirable uses of wildlife resources.

• Assure that wildlife populations are of appropriate size to meet the demands
placed on them, including consumptive and non-consumptive uses.

• Increase understanding of the occurrence, distribution, and ecology of game and
nongame wildlife species and their habitats. Among nongame species, focus on
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species classified as rare, threatened, endangered or special concern, and those
species associated with boreal habitats.

• Minimize wildlife damage and nuisance wildlife problems.
• Meet the public’s desire for information about wildlife and its conservation, use,

and enjoyment.

Actions

• Manage and protect wildlife through enforcement of the Environmental
Conservation Law and applicable rules and regulations.

• Post loon protection advisory signs at the Sprague Pond and Sagamore Lake.
trailheads, and at trailheads leading to other waters where loons may be found to
breed.

• Conduct a survey of hunters and trappers that use the unit.
• Continue hunter education efforts.
• Conduct surveys for spruce grouse and evaluate the distribution and quality of

potential spruce grouse habitat. Based on results of the surveys and habitat
assessment, consider reintroducing or augmenting the spruce grouse population
(see below).

• Inventory boreal habitats within the unit.
• Where harvest information is lacking, conduct surveys for American marten to

better understand distribution and habitat use.
• Conduct surveys for bird species, such as Bicknell’s thrush, that are associated

with lowland and high-elevation boreal forest.
• Monitor existing radio-collared moose and continue to collar new individuals on

an opportunistic basis.
• Continue to support statewide survey efforts, such as the Breeding Bird Atlas and

New York Natural Heritage Program surveys, that increase our understanding of
the occurrence and distribution of flora and fauna.

• Update mapping and inventory information for deer wintering areas. Assess
current deer use of historical wintering areas. Identify potential deer wintering
areas using geographic information system (GIS) and modeling techniques.

• Continue active management of wildlife populations primarily through hunting
and trapping regulations for individual or aggregate wildlife management units.
Continue to consider input from citizen advisory committees in determining
desirable levels of wildlife.

• Provide information, advice and assistance to individuals, groups, organizations
and agencies interested in wildlife whose activities and actions may affect, or are
affected by, wildlife resources or the users of wildlife.

• Provide information, advice and/or direct assistance to requests, both for relief
from problems with nuisance wildlife and for solutions to reduce or alleviate
nuisance wildlife problems.

1. Provide information to user groups on avoiding problems associated with
black bears. Encourage the use of bear-resistant food canisters.
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2. Work cooperatively with the Division of Lands and Forests to assess
problems associated with beaver-flooded trails. Work with area trappers
and encourage trapping at nuisance sites during the open beaver trapping
season.

FISHERIES

Present Conditions and Assumptions

Native Adirondack fish species have suffered moderate declines within the unit,
primarily due to nonnative species introductions that occurred decades ago in Sagamore
Lake and Rock Pond. Only 50 percent of unit waters (11 of 22) are known to support fish
communities. Seven waters are known to be fishless and it is likely that the four unknown
waters are also fishless. These fishless waters are primarily small, acidic bog ponds.
Although brook trout are present in nine of the 11 waters with fish communities; without
annual stocking this species would disappear from all but one lake. Historically, brook
trout were probably present in 10 of 11 waters and may have been present in now fishless
Aluminum Pond. In recent times, the continuing spread of nonnative golden shiner has
negatively impacted brook trout in at least four ponds. A self-sustaining population of
lake trout has existed in Sagamore Lake for many years, but the current status of this
population has not been evaluated since 1984. Brown trout have been stocked in three
waters to supplement the brook trout fishery and, perhaps, reduce the abundance of
golden shiner. Warmwater species are found in two unit waters, but do not provide
significant fisheries. There may be as many as five indigenous species (lake chub,
blacknose shiner, common shiner, redbreast sunfish, and longnose sucker) now absent
from the unit, but comprehensive modern survey data is required to be sure of their
status. None of these five species are listed as endangered, threatened or of special
concern in New York State. Overall angling use of unit waters is light, even in
comparison to other wilderness areas. There are no known waters or their approaching
trails where angling overuse is causing physical damage or conflicts with other user
groups. 

Objectives

• Increase the number of native, self-supporting brook trout populations within the
unit from one water to three.

• Monitor the status of native and invasive nonnative fishes.
• Reduce the presence of nonnative, competitive fish species within the unit.
• Preserve or enhance the lake trout and brook trout populations in Sagamore Lake.
• Do not stock waters that were historically fishless (i.e., waters believed to be

fishless prior to European colonization).
• Document the status of blacknose shiner, lake chub, common shiner, longnose

sucker and redbreast sunfish within the unit. 
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Actions

• Reclaim Slim Pond (R-P302) after building a fish barrier dam on its outlet to
prevent reinvasion by other fish species. Stock with a heritage strain of brook
trout after the reclamation. This reclamation is expected to result in establishment
of a self-sustaining brook trout population and eliminate a population of
nonnative golden shiner. When reclaimed, brown trout stocking would cease for
this water unless nonnative species were to become reestablished to the detriment
of the brook trout population. 

• Inspect and evaluate the current Sprague Pond fish barrier dam, which suffers
from chronic leaking. Repair the dam if feasible. If the dam can not be repaired,
determine whether it should be relocated or removed.

• If an effective barrier dam is constructed on Sprague Pond, reclaim the pond and
stock with a heritage strain of brook trout. This population would be expected to
become self-sustaining. Populations of pumpkinseed and nonnative golden shiner
would be eliminated. Pumpkinseed would remain in two other unit waters.
Consideration should be given to reintroducing blacknose shiner, likely extirpated
by golden shiner in the 1950s or 1960s. 

• Continue stocking brook trout in unit waters that do not have self-sustaining
populations. Maintain brook trout only in waters where they were present as of
the writing of this plan. Stock brown trout in some unit waters to supplement the
brook trout fishery and to help control the abundance of nonnative golden shiner. 

• Conduct comprehensive surveys of Rock Pond and Sagamore Lake to evaluate
the status of lake chub, redbreast sunfish, longnose sucker, common shiner, lake
trout and other indigenous species.

• Periodically survey other unit waters, particularly Grassy Pond and Lower
Mitchell Pond, to assess whether nonnative species introductions have negatively
impacted brook trout and other native species. Such surveys are typically
scheduled after angler reports of poor fishing or observations of nonnative
species. If nonnative species accrue in Grassy Pond and/or Lower Mitchell Pond
to the detriment of brook trout, the schedule of implementation in this UMP will
be amended and a permit will be sought to reclaim those ponds. Reclamation
would be followed by stocking of a heritage strain of brook trout. Blacknose
shiner may also be restocked into Grassy Pond to avoid extirpating that species
within the unit if it is determined that the species is truly native to the
Adirondacks and a suitable regional source for the species can be found. 

• Avoid stocking of any fish species in the unit waters identified as historically
fishless.

• Continue the unit-wide prohibition of the use of fish as bait. Post signs at all
trailheads to BRW ponds and Sagamore Lake.
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Land Protection

PRESENT CONDITIONS AND ASSUMPTIONS

The overall framework for land protection in New York State is identified in the New
York State Open Space Conservation Plan. The plan is built from the bottom up from the
work of nine regional committees, representing the spectrum of open space advocates,
natural resource and recreation professionals, local government and concerned citizens.
The plan ensures that the State of New York conserves its cherished open space resources
as a critical part of efforts to improve the economy and the quality of life in New York
communities.

A major responsibility of the Department is to exercise care, custody and control of
State-owned lands. Law enforcement staff work to protect State lands from improper
activities such as timber theft, private uses such as the storage of personal property, and
occupancies that occur when structures and other improvements of a permanent nature,
such as roads, driveways or parking areas, are constructed on State lands. Though
existing laws and regulations address some issues, they are not adequate to serve as a
basis for effective enforcement against some actions that clearly violate the intent of
Article XIV of the New York State Constitution or the APSLMP. For example, penalties
are not sufficient for illegal motor vehicle use, and existing regulations do not prohibit
the use of motorized equipment in wilderness. An existing regulation generally
prohibiting the storage of personal property on State lands should be supplemented by
regulations that apply more directly to specific issues such as the storage of boats or the
installation of permanent tree stands. 

A road at the south end of the cemetery on Durant Road on the west side of the access
road to the Cascade Pond trailhead is thought to have been constructed in the recent past
and may not be a legal right-of-way.

The boundaries of the BRW and WMPA were established when the APSLMP was
adopted in 1972. Since then, additional lands have bee acquired and added to the unit. A
review of unit boundaries during the UMP process revealed locations where minor
classification and reclassification proposals could be made to improve the administration
of this and adjacent units. The Golden Beach Campground septic system, which is within
the borders of the BRW, was constructed in 1966 and should have been included within
the campground intensive use area. The septic system is in need of rehabilitation.
Depending upon the results of an engineering analysis and the availability of funding,
either the existing system will be upgraded or a new system constructed in a new
location. A reclassification to intensive use will be required to permit the existing system
to be rehabilitated.
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OBJECTIVES

• Take appropriate measures to provide public access where needed and protect
important natural resources adjacent to the BRW in accordance with the New
York State Open Space Conservation Plan. 

• Protect the lands of the BRW and WMPA against timber theft, the storage of
personal property, occupancies and other illegal activities.

• Recommend classification and reclassification of Forest Preserve parcels where
appropriate to better define the BRW, WMPA and adjacent units.

ACTIONS

• Strengthen and supplement existing laws and regulations to permit effective
enforcement against occupancy, storage of personal property, and motor vehicle
and motorized equipment use. 

• Regularly patrol boundaries for unauthorized activities, such as timber theft,
illegal occupancy and illegal motor vehicle and mountain bike entry.
Aggressively pursue enforcement against illegal activities.

• Pursue resolution of legal issues regarding the access road on the south end of the
cemetery located on the west side of the access road to the Cascade Pond
trailhead.

• Investigate the desirability of reclassifying the wild forest parcel east of the road
between Sagamore Lake and Lake Kora to wilderness.

• Propose classification of the unclassified parcel surrounding the Cascade Pond
trailhead. Include the road from Durant Road (C.R. 19) to Lake Durant, along
with the part of the unclassified parcel east of the road, in the Blue Mountain
Wild Forest. Include the part of the parcel west of the road in the BRW. 

• After an engineering analysis is conducted and a decision is made regarding the
design and location of the Golden Beach Campground septic system, take
appropriate action to assure that the septic system is situated within lands
classified intensive use. 

Administration

PRESENT CONDITIONS AND ASSUMPTIONS

Historically, the management of Forest Preserve lands by the Department has been
divided along the lines separating program divisions. The individual responsibilities of
the Divisions of Lands and Forests; Operations; Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources;
and Forest Rangers have been only loosely coordinated. In addition, the jurisdiction of
the staff within each division has been delineated generally by county lines rather than
the boundaries of Forest Preserve management units. Making the Forest Preserve unit the
focus of management and improving coordination among program divisions would
benefit the public by giving them a single contact for information about the unit and
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making the unit more identifiable as an entity with a consistent recreational atmosphere.
The changes would benefit the Department by allowing staff to work more cooperatively
and consistently in meeting Forest Preserve management goals.

The interaction between the Department and APA is governed by a memorandum of
understanding. The various divisions of the Department have attended to the procedures
laid out in the MOU in an uncoordinated manner. Better coordination could improve
efficiency in meeting management goals within and between the two agencies.

OBJECTIVES

• Make the BRW and WMPA a focus of Department management.
• Improve the management of the BRW and WMPA through better coordination

among Department program divisions and between the Department and APA.

ACTIONS

• Designate a unit manager for the BRW and WMPA who would coordinate all
management activities to make the management of the unit as efficient and
consistent as possible, and to facilitate communication with the public about the
management of the unit. The unit manager would be appointed by the appropriate
regional director and typically would be the appropriate supervising forester or a
designee within the Division of Lands and Forests. Staff from all Department
program divisions with Forest Preserve management responsibilities would keep
the unit manager informed about planned activities, natural resource conditions,
and anything else that would have a bearing on Forest Preserve management or
public communication. For each unit under his or her jurisdiction, the unit
manager would be responsible for: 

• Overseeing the preparation, periodic update and revision, amendment, and
implementation of unit management plans; 

• Coordinating the preparation of budget requests; 
• Assuring that the management activities of all Department divisions

comply with applicable laws, regulations, policies, the APSLMP and unit
management plans;

• Coordinating trailhead management and all department signage within the
unit; and 

• Fostering communication about management activities within the
Department, between the Department and APA, and between the
Department and the public. 

• Appoint a management team as another measure to advance the cause of
coordinating the management of the BRW and WMPA. The management team
would be appointed by the regional director. The activities of the team would be
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overseen by the unit manager. For each unit, the unit management team typically
would be composed of: 

• The unit manager; 
• One forester; 
• Staff from the Office of Public Protection to include at least one forest

ranger, and if appropriate, an environmental conservation officer; 
• One fisheries biologist; 
• One wildlife biologist; 
• One operations supervisor; and 
• One representative of the Bureau of Real Property. 

The unit management team roster might vary, depending on the character or
management history of the unit. The unit management team will be responsible
for: 

• Preparing, periodically updating and revising, amending, and
implementing the unit management plan; 

• Monitoring resource conditions and public use and assessing the
effectiveness of the unit management plan in addressing resource and
public use needs; 

• Preparing budget requests for the unit; and 
• Communicating regularly with each other, their program divisions, the

unit manager, and the public.

Facilities

PRESENT CONDITIONS AND ASSUMPTIONS

According to the APSLMP, a wilderness area is a place “where the earth and its
community of life are untrammeled by man. . .” It is an area having “a primeval
character, without significant improvement or permanent human habitation . . .” In
wilderness, the construction of conforming structures and improvements “will be
restrained to comply with wilderness standards for primitive and unconfined types of
recreation and to permit better maintenance and rehabilitation of existing structures and
improvements.” These and the other guidelines of the APSLMP, as well as the general
goals developed for the unit, govern the Department’s construction and maintenance of
the parking areas, trails, lean-tos and other facilities that accommodate public
recreational access and use of the BRW and WMPA. The objectives and general actions
listed below apply to all structures and improvements in the unit.
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GENERAL OBJECTIVES

• Construct, maintain and manage all structures and improvements in conformance
with the APSLMP, the goals for the unit, and the desired conditions established
for zones 1 and 2.

• Remove all nonconforming uses, subject to applicable laws and APSLMP
guidelines, as soon as possible.

• Develop a complete inventory of all structures and improvements and identify
maintenance needs in accordance with the Department’s maintenance
management system (MMS).

• Establish a program of continual monitoring of the unit’s conforming structures
and improvements through the implementation of the MMS.

• Aggressively maintain conforming structures and improvements to appropriate
wilderness standards.

• Design all structures and improvements in accordance with a unified system
developed for all Forest Preserve lands.

• Comply with the requirements of ADA and use existing and proposed ADAAG in
the construction and reconstruction of structures and improvements.

• Support the retention and long-term development of facility construction and
maintenance expertise among Department staff.

• Supplement Department staff resources by encouraging volunteer assistance in
the construction and maintenance of facilities. Enter into long-term volunteer
maintenance agreements under the terms of the Adopt-A-Natural Resource
Policy.

GENERAL ACTIONS

• Prepare a project work plan for each construction or maintenance project. As part
of the preparation of a project work plan:

1. Consult the Adirondack Park Agency in accordance with the current DEC-
APA memorandum of understanding. 

2. Comply with the requirements of all applicable laws, regulations and
policies.

3. Secure all necessary permits.

• Use the Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) system to monitor and address
environmental impacts related to the existence and use of structures and
improvements in the unit where use impacts are significant, or have the potential
to become significant.

• Assess the accessibility of the BRW and WMPA and determine actions necessary
to comply with ADA.

•
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BOUNDARY LINES

Present Conditions and Assumptions

The establishment and maintenance of boundary lines, both between Forest Preserve
management units and between State and private lands, is an essential foundation of
management. The proper maintenance and identification of boundary lines assures that
Forest Preserve timber and other natural resource values may be protected,
encroachments from adjacent lands may be prevented, laws and regulations may be
enforced, and the public may clearly perceive the location and classification of Forest
Preserve lands. 

The unit has an approximate total of 58 miles of boundary (not including the boundary
between the BRW and the WMPA). Of that, there are 26 miles of boundary between
State and private lands needing regular maintenance, 10 miles of boundary between the
BRW and other management units, 14 miles of frontage on public roads (not including
the Gould road), four miles that coincide with trails and private roads, and four miles
along the edges of lakes and rivers. The boundary lines between the lands of the BRW
and adjacent private lands generally are visible on the ground and have been maintained.
In recent years significant resources have been devoted to a region-wide program of
annual boundary line maintenance. The boundaries between the BRW and adjacent
Forest Preserve lands of other classifications are not visible on the ground, except where
they coincide with physical features such as roads and streams. The boundary between
the BRW and Lake Durant Campground should be marked and signed because it is
important that the public be made aware of the separation between lands where fee and
free camping is permitted. Where the boundary coincides with roads and trails, signs
bearing the land classification should be regularly posted. 

Objectives

• Locate all boundary lines and identify them clearly to adjacent landowners and
the public.

• Physically identify boundaries on the ground between units having different
APSLMP classifications where necessary for public information and proper
administration.

Actions

• Physically inspect unit boundaries to determine survey and maintenance needs;
assign survey and maintenance priorities. 

• Ensure that all boundaries between Forest Preserve and private lands are
identified and marked within five years. 

• Identify and mark the boundary between the Lake Durant Campground and the
BRW.
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• Post standard Forest Preserve boundary signs indicating the classification of the
land being identified every one-tenth mile along all public roads that pass through
or adjacent to Forest Preserve lands and at other strategic locations, such as: (1)
points on trails where they cross boundaries between private and State lands or
between Forest Preserve lands of different classifications; and (2) along boundary
segments that coincide with roads and trails.

• Brush, paint, and sign all boundary lines at least once every seven years.
• Identify the unit and its wilderness designation on signs at trailheads and other

entrances to the BRW.

TRAILS

Present Conditions and Assumptions

There are approximately 11.5 miles of marked foot trails in the BRW. About a half-mile
of the foot trail up Wakely Mountain is within the WMPA. In addition, several miles of
former roads are or have been followed by hunters and anglers, and unmarked foot paths
follow streams and lead to interior ponds. Nevertheless, much of the heart of the BRW
remains inaccessible by trail and is seldom visited by people. With extensive areas of old
growth forest, the large trailless interior of the BRW comprises a system of natural plant
and animal communities that affords visitors outstanding opportunities for experiences of
solitude in a true wilderness environment.

Perhaps the best-known trails within the unit are the trail to the Wakely Mountain fire
tower (most of the trail is within the Moose River Plains Wild Forest) and the segment of
the Northville-Lake Placid trail extending from private land on Cedar River Road past
Stephens Pond to the Lake Durant Campground. The other marked trails in the unit are
those to Sawyer Mountain, Cascade Pond and Wilson Pond. Unmarked trails that sustain
noticeable use are those to Sprague Pond, Slim Pond and former carriage roads in the
vicinity of Sagamore Lake.

An inventory of BRW and WMPA trails was completed in 2002 and has been
incorporated into a trails classification system, patterned after the U.S. Forest Service's
Nationwide Trails Program as endorsed by the U.S. General Accounting Offices, 1989.
The Department has incorporated this system into its BRW and WMPA trails program
and each trail has been assigned a classification based on its present condition and level
of use. Five trail classifications are used ranging from unmarked footpaths (Class I) to
intensively maintained trunk trails (Class V). The classification system acknowledges the
fact that all trails do not require the same degree nor frequency of maintenance. Trail
standards and maintenance prescriptions reflecting different types and levels of use are
defined for each class in Appendix 13. 

Several sections of the BRW and WMPA trail network cross wetlands and streams.
Though excessive slope is not a problem for most trails, the trail ascending the steep
flank of Wakely Mountain to the summit follows the fall line and is subject to soil
erosion. In general, few trail-hardening or drainage improvements have been installed on
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the trails in the unit. Maintenance has consisted mostly of blowdown removal, brushing
and trail marking. Detailed trail logs documenting trail maintenance needs have yet to be
conducted. 

Though bridging or trail-hardening structures should not be provided at every wet spot,
permitting a trail to pass unimproved through extensive wetlands or across streams with
unstable banks can lead to unacceptable impacts to vegetation, soils, aquatic habitats and
natural visual character. On existing trails, significant wet areas should be avoided
through trail relocation, where feasible. Where terrain restrictions prevent relocation,
appropriate types of bridging or trail hardening should be installed where necessary to
protect natural resources. When determining the location of a new trail, a route should be
chosen that will minimize long-term environmental impacts and maintenance needs. To
get to interior destinations, anglers and hunters are inclined to establish foot paths that
follow old roads. However, old roads often follow streams or run along the toes of slopes
where the water table is high and numerous springs flow across the road surface,
especially in spring and fall. The amount of bridging or drainage work necessary to
convert such roads to official trails can be excessive.

Trail management involves not just the trail itself, but also the corridor it occupies. Trails
are not self-sustaining. Once developed, all trails must receive a degree of maintenance;
otherwise non-maintained trails will deteriorate and cause resource problems. The
Department faces a backlog of water management needs on the unit's trails. The
installation and maintenance of ditching, waterbars, stone staircases and other drainage or
trail-hardening structures is labor intensive. To supplement the efforts of its trail crews,
The Department relies on volunteers and trail contractors. User groups, clubs, and other
organizations raise resources, financial and otherwise, for trail work. Contributions come
in terms of labor, materials, and planning assistance. The Department has received
significant trail maintenance assistance from the Adirondack Mountain Club and the
Student Conservation Association (SCA). The use of volunteers and contractors, though
effective, has associated costs and other limitations. Department personnel must devote
time to planning and coordination, training, supervision, and logistical support.

As in most areas of the Forest Preserve, few people travel off marked trails in the BRW
and WMPA. However, hunters and anglers have developed visible pathways through
repeated trips to favorite destinations. Though use levels on most unmarked trails are not
expected to grow to levels that would cause significant impacts to natural resources or the
recreational environment, it is possible for unmarked trails to be illegally marked and
maintained to the extent that management action is required. Unmarked trails should be
inventoried and monitored, and appropriate action should be taken when necessary to
prevent unacceptable impacts. 

General Objectives

• Preserve the largely trailless character of the interior of the BRW west of the
Northville-Lake Placid Trail and Wilson Pond.
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• Provide visitors with a trail system that offers a range of wilderness recreational
opportunities in a manner that keeps natural resource impacts and maintenance
needs to a minimum.

• Aggressively maintain marked trails to appropriate wilderness standards.
Emphasize resource protection and visitor safety rather than user convenience or
comfort.

• On existing marked trails or existing unmarked trails to be marked, address major
wetland, spring or stream crossings, beaver flooding or soil erosion on slopes
through trail relocation where feasible. Address major wet areas and erosion
problems that cannot be avoided through trail relocation, as well as minor wet
areas and erosion problems, through the installation of bridges or appropriate
water management structures, but only where necessary to protect natural
resources.

• In the construction of new trails, seek routes that would minimize environmental
impacts and ongoing maintenance costs by avoiding wetlands, stream crossings,
significant habitats, unstable soils and steep slopes, while taking advantage of
natural features that would contribute to the enjoyment of the trail by visitors.

• Identify important existing vistas and maintain them by the cutting of brush and
tree limbs and by minor tree cutting, but only to the extent that vista maintenance
will not significantly reduce the wild character of the area.

• Design and locate trail markers and trail signs in accordance with a unified
system developed for all Forest Preserve lands.

• Relocate the Northville-Lake Placid Trail off public highways. 

General Actions

• Formally adopt, as a matter of Department policy, the trails classification and
standards system proposed in Appendix 13 for all trail management activities, and
assign appropriate classifications to all trails in the unit.

• Construct and maintain all trails in the unit in accordance with their
classifications under the official trails classification and standards system. Trail
maintenance will include removal of down trees, tree pruning, clearing of brush,
ditching, water bar construction and cleaning, the construction of bridges where
needed, bridge repairs and reconstruction. All construction and maintenance work
will conform with best management practices and will be conducted in
accordance with project work plans and APA wetlands permits if required,
subject to the availability of funds and volunteer labor.

• Identify trail sections that are vulnerable to excessive damage because of steep
slopes, erodible soil types or high water tables and close them during wet seasons.
Announce trail closures through the posting of signs at trail heads and through the
media. Seek voluntary compliance first, regulation and enforcement only when
and where lack of voluntary compliance poses a serious threat to natural
resources.

• Prohibit by regulation the marking or maintenance of trails, including trails that
serve as exclusive access from adjacent private lands, without Department
approval. 
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• Develop LAC indicators and standards for marked and unmarked trails in the
BRW and WMPA.

• Conduct a detailed inventory of chosen LAC indicators for all marked trails in the
BRW and WMPA. Begin an inventory of major unmarked trails after the
inventory of marked trails has been completed.

• Analyze inventory information in relation to LAC standards.
• Take appropriate actions when and where necessary to keep LAC standards from

being exceeded.
• Reinventory trails every five years.

EXISTING MARKED TRAILS

In this section, trails that are considered part of the official Department-marked trail
network are described, management issues are discussed, and proposed management
actions are presented. Marked trails are those that are delineated with Department trail
markers and maintained for public use, either by Department trail crews, private
companies or organizations under contract, or volunteers with Department oversight.

Wilson Pond Trail

The Wilson Pond trail is the 2.9-mile trail that leads southward from an unpaved parking
area on the south side of Route 28 near Eagle Lake, across private lands by deeded
easement, to Wilson Pond. There is a lean-to on the pond, and members of its brook trout
population are sought by anglers. Groups larger than nine people seldom have sought
camping permits for the Wilson Pond lean-to. There is no trail register at the trailhead,
but the trail does not appear to be heavily used. The use of the trail may remain steady or
increase slightly over the next five years in proportion with general Forest Preserve use
trends. It is likely that anticipated use levels will not preclude significant opportunities
for solitude on the trail throughout the year. A trail register would provide valuable
information about trail use.

A little more than a half-mile in from Route 28, the Wilson Pond trail crosses an
extensive wet meadow flanking the stream that flows from Wilson and Slim Ponds to
Rock Pond. Proceeding southward, the trail crosses approximately 150 feet of wetland,
then crosses the stream on a top-log bridge 12 feet long, then crosses another 50 feet of
wetland before reaching higher ground. Because there is no bridging in the wetland, foot
travel has disturbed soils and vegetation. Soils are fairly firm, and public use levels have
been low, so impacts have not been significant. However, measures to protect the
wetland from increasing impacts over time should be taken.

A map review indicated that it might be feasible to reroute a part of the trail to a point on
the Slim Pond outlet upstream of the present crossing point, where a wetland crossing
might be shorter. Upstream reconnaissance revealed that broad riparian wetlands flanked
the stream for a significant distance. Approximately one-half mile upstream, near the
confluence of Loon Brook, a trail would still have to cross approximately 50 feet of
wetlands. Connecting the crossing to the existing trail on both sides of the stream would
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require at least a mile of new trail construction, mostly over difficult terrain involving
sections with steep slopes, rocky or hummocky surfaces, stands of dense spruce-fir
saplings, and additional stream and wetland crossings. It was deemed likely that the
potential benefits of a reroute would be outweighed by the impacts of the construction
and ongoing use of a new route. 

ACTIONS

• Maintain the Wilson Pond trail as a class III foot trail.
• Protect wetland soils and vegetation by constructing approximately 200 feet of

bog bridging where the trail crosses wetlands flanking the Slim Pond outlet.
Obtain a wetlands permit from APA before construction. 

Cascade Pond Trail

The Cascade Pond trail is the 3.5-mile trail that leads southwestward, then southeastward
from the trailhead on Durant Road 2.8 miles to Cascade Pond, and on to the intersection
of the Northville-Lake Placid trail. It is an attractive day hike readily accessible from the
hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake. Because the Cascade Pond trail connects with the
Northville-Lake Placid trail, the pond also has been a destination for hikers and skiers
from the private trailhead on Cedar River Road and from Lake Durant Campground.
There is a lean-to on the pond, so some trail use is associated with camping. Occasional
groups of up to 12 people camp at the lean-to site. The pond’s brook trout population
makes it a popular fishing destination. It is assumed that most use occurs from fishing
season in spring through big game hunting season, with occasional winter use. The lean-
to is known to be a camping destination for big game hunters. Though there is no trail
register at the trailhead, it is thought that the use of the trail is light to moderate. The use
of the trail may remain steady or increase slightly over the next five years in proportion
with general Forest Preserve use trends. It is expected that projected use levels will not
preclude significant opportunities for solitude on the trail throughout the year. A trail
register would provide valuable information about the use of the trail. 

ACTION

• Maintain the Cascade Pond trail as a class III foot trail.

Sawyer Mountain Trail

The Sawyer Mountain trail is a 1.1-mile trail that leads southwestward from the paved
parking area on the southwest side of Route 28 to an overlook near the summit of Sawyer
Mountain, elevation 2,610 feet. The trail is well located and climbs at a steady, moderate
grade. It generally crosses stable, well-drained soils and has few erosion or drainage
problems. It is capable of withstanding significant foot traffic. With its trailhead on a
designated scenic byway, its relatively gentle grade and short length to mountain views,
this trail affords an opportunity for families and those not inclined to engage in more
rigorous backcountry travel to enjoy a primitive recreational experience. 
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The view at the top is limited to a narrow slot in the forest where the ground drops away.
This vista consists of an opening from the end of the trail having a horizontal angular
dimension of approximately 30 degrees. It has been maintained for many years through
the limited periodic cutting of small trees and brush over a distance of approximately 50
feet downslope from the end of the trail. Without maintenance, it is likely that the vista
would become obstructed within 10 years. Without a vista at the summit, it is unlikely
that there would be sufficient use of the trail to justify its continued maintenance. 

An opinion of Attorney-General John J. Bennett, Jr. issued on January 17, 1935 provided
that, “Article VII, section 7 (now Article XIV) of the New York State Constitution does
not prevent the removal of an immaterial amount of tree growth for the purpose of
opening vistas or views in connection with the building of pedestrian trails in the Forest
Preserve. Care should be taken that such removal does not pass the point of immateriality
as defined by the courts.” The written opinion includes the advice that tree removal be
done “where as little cutting as possible is required.” 

The 1986 Forest Preserve Policy Manual provides that in wilderness areas, “existing
scenic vistas may be maintained by the cutting of brush and tree limbs and by minor tree
cutting if the continuance of the scenic vista is specified in the unit management plan for
the State land area involved.” Vista maintenance provisions were included in the trails
section, because a vista is considered an integral feature of a trail, not a distinct
improvement as that term is defined in the APSLMP.  No formal determination has been
made by the Adirondack Park Agency, however, regarding the APSLMP compliance of
the this portion of the Department’s trail maintenance policy.

It would be expected that the visibility of the trail from a major highway in proximity to
major tourist destinations could lead to high use levels. However, even with roadside
signs pointing to the trailhead and ample parking, use levels have been lower than other
mountain trails. It is possible that the relatively low use levels correspond with the
limited views at the summit. Since a trail register was installed in 2000, between 1,600
and 2,500 people per year have signed in. However, because it is likely that many trail
users do not sign the register, use numbers probably are higher. Significant numbers of
people climb to the summit from May through October. Highest use levels occur in July
and August, with from five to 10 and up to 20 parties per day signing in. All those who
have signed in have indicated that their goal has been to climb to the summit. Though
there are few indications on the register sheets that the trail is used for hunting access, the
parking area occasionally is used by hunters. During the months of December through
April, from five to 10 parties per month sign in, with occasionally higher numbers in
months with lighter snow cover. 

Because visitors are not likely to have high expectations for solitude on this roadside
trail, and the trail surface is generally stable, higher levels of use could be accommodated
without exceeding the capacity of the trail to withstand use. With the continuation of
limited vista maintenance to preserve the view from the summit, it is likely that use levels
would increase moderately over the next five years.
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The Sawyer Mountain trail affords an attractive family-oriented recreational opportunity
that is easily accessible from a State highway. However, the view from the vista location
is limited and requires ongoing maintenance. After reviewing the draft UMP, members of
the public, along with Department and APA staff, suggested that opportunities for new
trails to more open views that would not require maintenance existed in the vicinity of
the Sawyer Mountain trail. It is possible that a relatively short, easy trail could be
constructed to the open summit of Ledge Mountain in the adjacent Blue Mountain Wild
Forest. The trail could originate at the existing parking area for the Rock River trail on
the north side of Route 28. There also are vantage points from the southern ledges of
Stark Hills. The creation of a new trail to Ledge Mountain or Stark Hills, if conditions
were suitable, would allow the trail to Sawyer Mountain, a trail to a narrow view
requiring regular maintenance, to be replaced in the same general area by a trail to a
summit having a natural, more attractive and open view. 

ACTIONS

• Maintain the Sawyer Mountain trail as a class IV foot trail.
• Maintain the existing vista at the end of the trail near the summit of Sawyer

Mountain mainly through brushing and the pruning of tree branches whose
removal will not significantly reduce the wild character of the area. Remove trees
larger than three inches rarely, and only when necessary to maintain the
dimensions of the existing vista. During annual maintenance, stagger the cutting
of brush and, if necessary, the limited cutting of trees within the area immediately
below the end of the trail, so that trees and shrubs in the area will exhibit a natural
variation of sizes. 

• Investigate the potential for creating a new trail to Ledge Mountain or another
suitable destination in the Blue Mountain Wild Forest. If a suitable opportunity is
found, amend the Blue Mountain Wild Forest UMP and construct the new trail. If
the new trail is constructed, discontinue the maintenance of the Sawyer Mountain
trail and vista. Remove trail markers, the trailhead signs and the trail register.
Maintain the existing parking area for general access to BRW lands. 

Wakely Mountain Trail

The trail to the summit of Wakely Mountain begins at a large parking area off Cedar
River Road in the Moose River Plains Wild Forest (MRPWF). The trail follows old roads
for the first two miles, then climbs steeply up the mountain`s southeast flank for another
mile to the summit. The first mile of the trail is within the MRPWF. Along most of the
trail’s remaining length it forms the boundary between the BRW and the MRPWF (where
it is within the MRPWF). The final half-mile to the summit is within the WMPA. 

Registration numbers, which have remained fairly steady over the past several years,
indicate that public use of the trail to Wakely Mountain has been significantly lower than
the use of other fire tower trails. The cause of the difference is unknown, but contributing
factors may include the distance of the trailhead from the State highway, the relative
difficulty of the climb and the lack of summit views from anywhere but the tower. Should
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the fire tower be retained and rehabilitated for public access, recent books popularizing
fire towers could cause public use to increase substantially. On the other hand, use levels
would decrease substantially should the fire tower be removed, since there would be no
views from the summit. It is likely that most people climbing this fire tower trail would
not have high expectations of solitude. But relatively low use levels would afford
opportunities for solitude throughout the year. 

Because there is no barrier at the far end of the parking area, the public may drive over a
mile to the point where the trail crosses a small stream on a narrow foot bridge. The
MRPWF UMP will propose that a boulder barrier be installed to prevent public motor
vehicle access beyond the parking area.

Long stretches of the former road that constitutes the first two miles of the trail have
sustained significant erosion. Water flowing down the middle of the road has created
channels that continue to expand. In most places, erosion could be arrested through the
maintenance of existing ditching and the installation of water bars. The steep final section
also shows evidence of ongoing erosion. The prevalence of roots and large rocks helps
slow the flow of water, and the degree of erosion is less than on trails having similar soil
and slope characteristics in more heavily used areas. However, without action to control
water flow, soil erosion will continue. Soil and terrain characteristics would permit the
construction of effective waterbars at a number of locations through this section.

Another strategy to alleviate the difficulties in managing the steep final ascent of the
existing trail would be to investigate the availability of a more gentle approach to the
summit. A review of topographic maps indicated that a gentler ascent might be found
along the ridgeline approaching the summit from the southwest. A new trail route has
been proposed (see the proposal under “New Trails to be Constructed,” below). With the
retention of the fire tower and the construction of a new trail as proposed, it is expected
that the numbers of people using the existing trail would decline. Therefore, the
indication of the trail on a sign posted on Route 28 likely would not cause use levels to
increase beyond the capacity of the trail to withstand use. Should the proposed new trail
be constructed, the desirability of retaining the existing trail should be periodically
assessed.  

ACTIONS

The actions proposed for the Wakely Mountain trail also involve the Moose River Plains
Wild Forest. 

• Maintain the Wakely Mountain trail as a class IV foot trail.
• Maintain existing ditching, install new ditching and waterbars where necessary to

effectively manage water runoff to minimize soil erosion.
• Add a sign directing highway travelers to the Wakely Mountain trailhead to the

existing signpost at the intersection of Route 28 and Cedar River Road.
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• After the Cellar Pond route to the summit is constructed, monitor public use
patterns and periodically review the desirability of retaining or closing the
existing trail.

UNMARKED TRAILS TO BE MARKED

There are a number of trails in the BRW that are used by the public and are discernible
on the ground but are not marked or maintained by the Department. In this section,
unmarked trails proposed for addition to the list of marked and maintained trails are
described, management issues are discussed, and proposed management actions are
presented.

Sagamore Trails

All the former carriage roads of the original Sagamore estate have been used as hiking
and cross-country ski trails. They are known as the Cascades, Powerhouse, Big Slope,
Blue Ridge (Farm Meadow), and Sagamore Lake trails (Figure 13). A short path breaks
off the Sagamore Lake trail near its northern end and leads about 50 feet to a waterway
access site. The site is used for the hand-launching of nonmotorized boats. In
consultation with the local forest ranger, Sagamore’s staff occasionally have removed
brush and blowdown from the trails using hand tools. Sagamore considers all except the
Blue Ridge trail essential to their interpretive programs and would be willing to maintain
them under a stewardship agreement with the Department. All the trails are within the
BRW. An additional trail, the Beaverflow trail, is in the MRPWF. Use of most of the
trails has been 
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Figure 13. Sagamore Trails
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light, largely limited to Sagamore guests, especially groups led on educational excursions
by Sagamore staff. The trail around Sagamore Lake is the one most regularly used by the
general public, who hike it during the summer and fall and ski it in winter. It is used by
hunters for access to the interior during big game season. In addition to the former
carriage roads, Sagamore is interested in having a former skid trail designated as a foot
trail to permit a trail connection between the Farm Meadow and the upper end of the
Powerhouse trail. The designation would provide visitors an alternative to walking and
skiing on Sagamore Road. It also would allow less confident skiers to avoid the relatively
steep Big Slope trail. The adoption of the Sagamore trails would provide a network of
hiking and cross-country ski trails for public use throughout the year. The installation of
Department signs and trail markers and the availability of public parking would clearly
indicate that the trails are open to the public as parts of the BRW trail system. In addition,
the trails would serve the educational mission of the Sagamore Institute. As former
carriage roads of the original Sagamore estate, the trails connect a number of sites and
ruins that are included in Sagamore’s National Historic Landmark designation.

Because the Sagamore trails already exist, new trail construction would not be required.
Significant wet areas on some trails would be addressed over time through appropriate
measures such as the installation of waterbars, ditching or bridging. A substantial bridge
over East Inlet on the Sagamore Lake trail was constructed with steel I-beams, and
therefore does not conform with APSLMP guidelines requiring the use of natural
materials. It would be replaced with a conforming bridge when reconstruction was
required. All work would be done according to detailed work plans based on field
assessments conducted in consultation with APA. A short segment of the Sagamore Lake
trail near the south entrance would be relocated farther from the boundary with the
Sagamore property to reduce the likelihood of trespass.

The trail around Sagamore Lake has the potential for use by people with disabilities.
Bridges could be modified to make them accessible. However, many parts of the trail
along the south shore present major obstacles for people with disabilities, including
significant drainage problems and uneven surfaces with thick vegetation. A pathway
from the trail to a waterway access site on the lake near the trail’s north end provides
relatively easy access for nonmotorized boats. The boulder barriers at both ends of the
trail need to be modified to permit wheelchair passage. The barrier at the north end
should be moved closer to the beginning of the trail to prevent cars from parking along
the beginning of the trail and blocking access. 

The Cascades trail is an excellent trail for people with mobility impairments. It has a
generally firm and stable surface with no steep pitches, very few surface obstacles, no
bridges and no drainage problems. The turf of grasses that has grown over much of the
surface of the former road outside the course of the narrow footpath would impede the
passage of wheelchairs.

Once designated, use of the Sagamore trails would be expected to be light to moderate
and generally somewhat higher than current use levels. Historic levels of educational and
recreational use by guests of Sagamore would be supplemented by occasional public use.
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The lake trail probably would be more heavily used than the other trails during the
summer and fall, though in winter the opportunity for skiing an extensive trail network
could result in a more even distribution of use throughout the trail system. Most use
would be day use.

The Sagamore trails are associated with Camp Sagamore, a major tourist destination.
They are accessible from a number of parking areas on Sagamore Road. The trails form a
system of relatively short, interconnecting loops that are available to people with a
variety of physical abilities. Therefore, it is likely that trail users generally would expect
and tolerate a higher number of interpersonal encounters than visitors to more isolated
trails with more remote destinations. While affording opportunities for solitude is an
objective of management throughout a wilderness area, the objective is relatively more
important in the interior than near the periphery or along major trail corridors. Because
the Sagamore trails are nearly all within a mile of the boundary of the BRW, managers
would consider higher numbers of trail encounters among visitors to be acceptable than
at more remote locations. Nevertheless, it is likely that use levels on the Sagamore trails,
once designated, would not preclude opportunities for solitude throughout the year. The
scenic character of the trails is typical of trails throughout the Adirondacks, and no sign
advertising the trail system would be installed on Route 28. Even the relatively popular
lake trail, though affording a pleasant forest walk, affords few views of Sagamore Lake.
Therefore, most public use other than guests of Camp Sagamore likely would be limited
to residents or visitors to the local area. The designation of these largely peripheral trails
would not significantly alter the large trailless area in the interior of the BRW. Trail
registers would provide valuable information about use patterns and trends.

An extensive historical deer wintering area bordering the west shore of Sagamore Lake
encompasses the Cascades, Powerhouse, Big Slope and Crossover trails. Parts of the
Sagamore Lake trail along the lake’s east and west shores pass through areas of historical
and potential wintering habitat. The degree to which the areas are used by deer at present
is not known. Winter use of the Sagamore trails by people has become established in
recent years. The designation of the trails may result in a general increase in use.
However, use levels are expected to remain relatively low. Little research on the effects
of the presence and use of ski trails on wintering deer has been conducted. Biologists
have observed that the presence of people on foot near wintering areas may disturb deer
under certain circumstances. They also have observed that, because people on skis and
snowshoes seldom travel off marked trails, deer may become accustomed to the presence
of people to some extent. People on trails usually keep moving, pausing only
occasionally and for brief periods, so generally the duration of the impact of a passing
party on deer at a particular location along the trail is short. Deer may be protected from
disturbance through the visual screening afforded by the coniferous tree species present
in preferred wintering habitat. The historical wintering area west of Sagamore Lake is
relatively large, and there are a number of places within it where conifer growth in the
vicinity of the Sagamore trails provides good visual screening. Therefore, it is likely that
the deer that use the area in winter would be able to find locations within it where they
would be relatively free from disturbance by the relatively low levels of public use
anticipated.
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The potential for impacts on wintering deer resulting from use of the Sagamore trails by
people is likely to be reduced by the prevalence of potential deer wintering habitat
adjacent to historical wintering areas (Figure 10). The historical area west of Sagamore
Lake is connected with a large continuous patch of potential wintering habitat extending
from Raquette Lake southwestward along South Inlet, then along the Red River in the
MRPWF. The area of potential habitat, which includes the historical area, extends for
more than five miles and contains approximately 2,000 acres. The historical wintering
area east of Sagamore Lake is connected to a large area of continuous potential wintering
habitat extending from the east shore of the lake northeastward along East Inlet. This
patch is connected with a much larger system of nearly continuous potential and
historical wintering habitat along streams whose valleys meet in a broad arch along the
northern border of the BRW. It is not known under what conditions wintering deer may
move from one area of potential habitat to another. Biologists have observed that, though
deer exhibit a strong affinity for traditional wintering areas, they will move to new areas
when their traditional wintering grounds are no longer suitable. It is considered likely,
therefore, that the availability of an abundance of historical and potential wintering
habitat around Sagamore Lake will afford adequate protection for deer both from winter
snow and human disturbance. Research and monitoring would provide needed
information about the use of deer yards, the locations of core areas, deer behavior and the
impacts of public use in the area.

No occurrences of rare species or their habitats in the vicinity of the trail are on record
with the Natural Heritage Program. Because use levels are expected to be low and few
visitors would travel far from trails, public use is not expected to infringe significantly on
the operation of natural processes in this area. Research is needed to more accurately
characterize use impacts.

ACTIONS

• Mark and maintain the Sagamore trails as class VIII cross-country ski trails.
Install “foot trail” markers as follows:

Cascades trail - blue
Powerhouse trail - blue
Sagamore Lake trail - red
Big Slope trail - yellow
Crossover trail - yellow

• Develop a sign plan for trailhead and interior signs and install signs. Clearly
identify the path to the waterway access site on Sagamore Lake. Do not advertise
trails with a sign on Route 28. 

• On the Sagamore Lake trail, move the boulder barrier on the north entrance out to
the road, and modify boulder barriers and bridges to allow the passage of
wheelchairs. Starting approximately 600 feet in on the south end of the Sagamore
Lake trail, relocate 0.1 to 0.2 miles of the trail southward to increase the distance
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of the trail from the Sagamore property line. Add deck boards to fill gaps on the
bridge over East Inlet, and replace a small bridge on the trail off the lake’s
southeast shore to make them accessible. When it needs reconstruction, replace
the bridge over East Inlet with a new bridge constructed of natural materials. 

• Pursue a stewardship agreement with Sagamore Institute for the maintenance of
the Sagamore trails.

Death Brook Falls Trail

Death Brook falls is a scenic spot about a quarter-mile from Route 28, across the
highway from Golden Beach Campground. The falls is most attractive in spring and fall,
when there is plenty of water in the stream and the foliage of deciduous trees and shrubs
does not obscure visibility. Often in summer the stream is reduced to a trickle, and
foliage reduces the scenic quality of the area. The falls is reached by walking down a
former road, which may have been built when Route 28 was constructed in the 1920s.
Rock for the highway project apparently was quarried from the ledge immediately west
of the falls (Wayne Blanchard, personal communication). Stone from the site may also
have been used in fireplaces for one or more of the nearby great camps built by William
West Durant (Bob Gibson, personal communication). The road to the falls, which is
gated and not marked as a trail, traverses a large grassy clearing, affording motor vehicle
access to the septic system for the Golden Beach Campground. Beyond the clearing, the
former road serves as an unmarked trail that proceeds through the woods to the falls. The
surface of the road is wide and firm with fairly gentle slopes. One section has a grade of
sufficient steepness to pose a significant obstacle for people with disabilities using
wheelchairs. Just before the falls there is a stretch usually submerged beneath a shallow
pool of standing water which has been bypassed by a short path. People intent on
discovering the view from the top of the falls have developed paths along both flanks.
The paths are steep and show evidence of substantial erosion. Another path taking a more
gentle approach to the top of the falls marked with flagging was recently discovered. A
former road branches off the route to the falls, heading southwestward. This road, which
may be the “winter road” shown on an 1897 map made for William West Durant, as well
as a salvage logging road used in the 1950s, is a good trail apparently used by hunters for
access to the interior. There is no established parking area on Route 28, though there is
room to park outside the road shoulder.

Designating the former road to the falls as a foot trail would afford highway travelers,
local residents and visitors to the Golden Beach Campground an easily accessible
opportunity to enjoy a scenic spot. With some work the trail could be made accessible to
people with mobility impairments. The designation of the trail would require only the
installation of trail markers, the removal of a limited amount of blowdown, and the
construction of a wheelchair-accessible foot bridge over the wet area near the end of the
trail. 

The implementation of the trail proposal would require that a number of issues be
addressed. The campground septic system was constructed in 1966 and was included
within the BRW by mistake. Originally considered for reclassification, the system
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recently was discovered to need rehabilitation. When funding becomes available, a new
system will be constructed on the north side of Route 28, the existing system will be
disconnected, and the site will be restored. Until the septic system project is completed,
the first part of the road will continue to afford administrative motor vehicle access to the
septic system. 

Beyond the septic system clearing is a former gravel pit where, in the past, concrete
fireplaces removed from the campground at the end of their useful lives were deposited.
There are a number of abandoned cars along the former road, and not far from the falls a
substantial amount of refuse is visible throughout an area of what appears to be an old
landfill. To the extent possible, the various types of solid waste should be removed. The
consolidation and burial of the fireplaces on site would conform with solid waste disposal
regulations. The landfill area has been disturbed by people illegally digging, probably
searching for antiques. Though the refuse appears to be no more than fifty years old, its
historic value would be determined before a disposal decision were made. The complete
removal of the contents of the landfill could require major excavation and the removal of
a significant number of trees. Therefore, only the material near the surface should be
removed. After the proper disposal of the fireplaces, cars and refuse has been completed,
a boulder barrier with sufficient space for the passage of wheelchairs will be placed
across the road at the wilderness boundary. 

Once designated and advertised with a roadside sign, it is likely that this short, easy trail
to a scenic destination would attract visitors with a variety of physical abilities. It is
possible that use levels would increase substantially. With improvements to the trail
surface through the removal of obstacles and minor grading with hand tools where
necessary, the construction of an accessible bridge over the wet area and the construction
of accessible parking, this trail could become an attractive destination for people with
mobility impairments. The trail surface is relatively firm, stable and level. Therefore, it
should be able to sustain relatively heavy foot and wheelchair traffic without developing
erosion problems. 

Because of the trail’s accessibility and visibility adjacent to a State highway, it is likely
that visitors would expect and tolerate a relatively high level of interpersonal encounters
along the trail and at the falls. In light of the characteristics of the trail and its location on
the periphery of the BRW, managers would not consider solitude to be a major
management objective. However, because visitors would be confined to a small area at
the end of the trail, a moderate level of use could cause visitors to experience a sense of
crowding. Therefore, the capacity of the trailhead parking area should be limited.
Because few visitors would travel beyond the falls, use of the trail would not
significantly degrade the wild character of the interior of the BRW. A trail register would
provide valuable information about use levels and trends.

Management objectives of great importance for the trail to Death Brook Falls would be
resource protection and visitor safety. Even moderate increases in public use could cause
soil and vegetation impacts to exceed acceptable levels without action to discourage
visitors from indulging the urge to climb the banks adjacent to the falls. Hiking to the top
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of the falls could expose visitors to the risk of injury from falling. Visitors should be
educated through signs posted at or near the trailhead about the need to protect the
natural character of the area. In addition, managers should investigate the desirability and
feasibility of installing a suitable barrier at the end of the trail below the falls to serve as a
clear indication of the end of the trail.

The trail is near but not within a historical deer wintering area located to the northeast.
No occurrences of rare species or other significant habitats in the vicinity of the trail are
on record with the Natural Heritage Program or the Bureau of Wildlife.

ACTIONS

• Determine the historic significance of the solid waste material near the trail to
Death Brook Falls. If it is determined not to be significant, remove the material
near the ground surface, and transport it to an approved disposal site. Restore the
area to natural contours and seed with native grasses.

• Remove discarded cars and transport them to an approved disposal site. 
• Consolidate discarded fireplaces against the face of the former gravel pit and bury

them with natural soil material. Grade the area to natural contours and plant a
mixture of native tree seedlings. 

• Mark and maintain the former road from Route 28 to Death Brook Falls as a class
IV foot trail. Install one wheelchair-accessible bridge over the wet area near the
end of the trail. Secure an APA wetlands permit if required. Use blue “foot trail”
markers.

• Make minor improvements to the trail surface using hand tools to remove
obstacles for people with disabilities. Modify the gate at the trail entrance to
allow the passage of wheelchairs. 

• Install a sign in an unobtrusive location near the beginning of the trail to educate
visitors about the need to protect the area of the falls by not walking beyond the
end of the trail.

• After the fireplaces, cars and refuse along the trail have been removed, install a
boulder barrier with space for the passage of wheelchairs on the trail at the
southern edge of the clearing for the Golden Beach Campground septic system.
Should the septic system be moved to another location, move the barrier to the
beginning of the trail on Route 28.

• Investigate the desirability and feasibility of installing an unobtrusive barrier of
natural materials to serve as a visual indication of the end of the trail.

• Install an accessible privy at a suitable location.

Slim Pond Trail

Slim Pond (R-P 302) is stocked with brook trout and brown trout. To reach it, anglers
park in an unpaved pulloff on the south side of Route 28 located approximately 0.9 miles
east of the entrance to Golden Beach Campground. They follow a path that is an old road
for much of its length, then just a dimly visible track climbing steadily through the trees,
marked variously by blazes, paint spots and plastic ribbon. A bridge that appears to be
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constructed of fallen logs crosses Death Brook. The path is approximately 2.5 miles long.
It appears in places that there may be more than one route. There is one good tent site
near the southeast shore of the pond. Hunters follow the trail during big game season on
their way to interior tent sites for which hunter camping permits have been issued for
many years. Because the physical impacts from trail use are minimal, it is assumed that
the trail is lightly used.

If properly located, marked and maintained, this relatively short trail along gentle terrain
to a scenic destination would continue to provide an attractive recreational opportunity
for local residents and tourists, including visitors to the Golden Beach Campground. It
would afford access to the pond for fishing and camping and serve as a jumping-off point
for hunters. It would constitute the only trail penetrating any distance from the north side
of the BRW west of the trail to Wilson Pond, whose trailhead is approximately 5.6 miles
east. While providing recreational access, the trail would end at the pond, preserving a
large trailless area in the unit’s interior. 

Because much of the existing trail route follows an old road, the impacts and costs of trail
construction would be limited. However, in many places the old road that constitutes the
trail crosses wet areas. Though some of these wet crossings could be addressed
effectively through ditching, major wet areas would best be avoided through the
construction of new trail on drier, firmer soils upslope. Trail route selection and
construction would minimize wetland impacts. No large trees, and few if any small trees
would have to be cut. 

Choosing the single best route for the trail away from wet areas and clearly delineating it
could reduce the natural resource impacts of trail use. However, the construction of a
typical trailhead on a State highway with a sign advertising the trail could lead to a
substantial increase in use, with attendant increases in physical, biological and social
impacts. Use levels could increase to the point at which the management goals for the
unit had been violated. To reduce the potential impacts of increased use and preserve a
sense of discovery for visitors, it is proposed that the parking area not be improved, and
the trail not be advertised through the posting of signs or the installation of a trail register
at locations that are visible from the highway. With limited roadside visibility, it is
anticipated that the trail would not sustain a substantial increase in use after construction
and marking, and the levels of use would not significantly degrade the wilderness
character of the BRW. Because the character of the trail and the nature of its destination
are similar to a number of trails available locally and regionally, it is expected that most
visitors to the pond would be residents and tourists from the local area, including those
staying at the Golden Beach Campground. 

It is likely that most use would occur during the spring fishing season, with occasional
hiking, fishing and camping use occurring through the summer and fall. Undoubtedly the
Slim Pond trail would continue to be used for hunting access during the big game season.
Hunting parties would camp at the tent site established on the pond or at interior tent sites
in the general area surrounding the trail. Though most of the trail would have gentle
grades making it ideal for cross-country skiing, the final half-mile would climb fairly
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steeply and would not easily be negotiated by skiers. Therefore, it is likely that trail use
by skiers would be light. An occasional winter visitor would walk the trail to the pond on
snowshoes. It is likely that opportunities for hiking and camping in solitude would be
plentiful during most of the year. A trail register would provide valuable information
about use patterns and trends.

Slim Pond may be reclaimed and stocked with a heritage strain of brook trout. This
action would be expected to increase spring angling use of the pond for three to ten years,
beginning about two years after the reclamation. In keeping with the objective of
maintaining a high degree of solitude in the BRW, the Department would not publicize
the reclamation effort or otherwise single the pond out as a brook trout fishery. 

The Slim Pond trailhead and approximately the first half-mile of the trail are near the
edge of a large historical deer wintering area. However, because winter use of the trail is
expected to be very light, and the majority of the wintering area is not affected by trails
or the presence of people, it is expected that winter trail use would not have a significant
impact on deer survival. Research and monitoring would provide needed information
about deer behavior and the impacts of public use in the area 

No occurrences of rare species or their habitats in the vicinity of the trail are on record
with the Natural Heritage Program. Natural Heritage records include a large area of old
growth forest whose northern boundary is approximately a mile north of Slim Pond.
Because few visitors would travel far from the trail and the shore of the pond, public use
is not expected to infringe significantly on the operation of natural processes in this area,
which is contained in the largely trailless interior of the unit. Research would be needed
to more accurately characterize use impacts.

An unmarked trail less than a half-mile long connects Slim Pond with Bear Pond, which
is stocked with brook trout. Visitors will be allowed to discover this wilderness trout
pond without the aid of a marked and maintained trail. 

ACTIONS

• Mark and maintain a trail from the existing parking area to Slim Pond as a class
III foot trail. Use blue “foot trail” markers. Where the existing path crosses major
wet areas, relocate the trail to drier, more stable soils upslope. Manage minor wet
areas through the use of waterbars, ditching and bridging. 

• Do not mark or maintain a trail from Slim Pond to Bear Pond.

Wilson Pond - Cascade Pond Crossover Trail

A former carriage road can be seen connecting the Wilson Pond and Cascade Pond trails.
It is part of a major road that ran from Indian Lake to Eagle Lake, referred to as the “Old
Cascade Wagon Road” on a 1901 map showing lands of William West Durant’s Forest
Park and Land Company. The part of the route between Cedar River Road and Stephens
Pond, shown as a trail on the 1903 Blue Mountain USGS topographic map, later became
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the NP Trail. The section of the road between the two marked trails is about 1.6 miles
long. It departs from the Wilson Pond trail just south of the point where the trail crosses
the stream that flows from Wilson and Slim Ponds to Rock Pond. It heads southeastward,
climbing fairly steeply at first, then leveling out and proceeding over fairly gentle terrain
until it intersects the Cascade Pond trail.

The entire length of the old road between the two trails is discernible on the ground.
Reconnaissance revealed that the route crosses generally well-drained soils not
associated with wetlands, and no active soil erosion or wet areas were evident. Two small
streams and the outlet to Mitchell Ponds flow across the route. There is little evidence of
use or unauthorized trail maintenance.

By linking the Wilson Pond and Cascade Pond trails, marking and maintaining the
crossover trail would increase recreational opportunity by affording alternate routes to
existing trail destinations from existing trailheads. The adoption of the crossover trail
would provide a trail connection between Wilson, Cascade, Stephens and Rock Ponds
and Lake Durant. It would increase hiking opportunities, especially for residents and
tourists staying near the hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake and visitors to the Lake Durant
Campground. The trail would provide access for hunters. Because the trail would entirely
follow an existing route, trail construction would consist largely of blowdown removal,
brushing and marking. No trees would have to be cut. Foot bridges over two small
streams and the outlet to Mitchell Ponds would be constructed to protect stream banks.
Some waterbars and ditching might be needed to protect soils on steep sections on the
west end of the trail. 

It is difficult to make accurate public use projections for new trails. It is anticipated that,
if created, the crossover trail would be lightly used, and would not significantly degrade
the wilderness character of the BRW. While it is possible that the availability of alternate
destinations from existing trailheads provided by the crossover trail would attract some
additional use of existing trails and their destinations, it is expected that most use of the
crossover trail would occur through the redistribution of historical use patterns. The trail
would be used during the spring fishing season, throughout the summer and fall by
hikers, campers and anglers, and during the big game hunting season. Most of the trail
would be excellent for cross-country skiing. However, the steep section on the west end
of the trail would make it unattractive for most skiers. When the trail route is laid out on
the ground, opportunities to reduce trail grade through the use of switchbacks will be
investigated. Nevertheless, it is expected that in winter the trail would be used lightly by
skiers and those traveling on snowshoes. Because it is not expected that the creation of
the crossover trail would significantly increase recreational use levels, it would not
significantly reduce opportunities for solitude on existing trails or at existing
destinations. The probability that hikers would encounter other parties on the trail would
be low during most of the year. The trail would be located in a part of the unit where
trails already exist, and therefore would not reduce the extent of the large trailless area of
the unit west of Wilson Pond. 
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The west end of the crossover trail falls within a large historical deer wintering area. The
same area is crossed by the Wilson Pond trail. However, because winter use of the trail is
expected to be low, and the majority of the wintering area is not affected by trails or the
presence of people, it is not likely that winter trail use would have a significant impact on
deer survival. Research and monitoring would provide needed information about deer
behavior and the impacts of public use in the area.

No occurrences of rare species or their habitats in the vicinity of the trail are on record
with the Natural Heritage Program. Because use levels are expected to be low, and few
visitors would travel far from the trail, public use is not expected to infringe significantly
on the operation of natural processes in this area. Research will be needed to more
accurately characterize use impacts.

ACTION

• Mark and maintain the old road connecting the Wilson Pond and Cascade Pond
trails as a class III foot trail. Install three foot bridges. Use yellow “foot trail”
markers.

Sprague Pond Trail

Because it is stocked with brown trout and is reached by hiking along a relatively short,
easy trail, Sprague Pond is one of the most popular fishing destinations in the BRW.
Most fishing use appears to be day use. The unmarked trail leads 0.4 miles to the pond
from Cedar River Road. A spur trail about 130 feet long leads to the fish barrier dam on
the pond’s outlet. Visitors park in clearings along the side of the road. The trail once was
a road and has retained a smooth, hard surface. It has minimal grades, is fairly wide and
has relatively few obstacles. Where the former road reaches the pond, an unmarked path
proceeds northward along both the east and west shores. Both paths become indistinct as
they proceed northward, until they are no longer discernible. The shoreline paths are
close to shore and are not in suitable locations for official trails. Public use statistics of
the Sprague Pond trail are not available. Department staff report that in recent years
usually no more than three or four cars have been observed parked at the trailhead at one
time, though occasionally more cars have been seen. The pond receives the highest
visitation levels during the spring after brook trout season opens in April. The occasional
winter visitor travels to the pond on skis or snowshoes. 

The designation of the trail to Sprague Pond would allow a relatively short, attractive
existing trail to a scenic destination and favored fishing spot to be maintained. The only
task required would be the installation of trail markers. Relatively few people camp at
Sprague Pond, and no tent sites have been designated. However, to direct campers to
suitable camping locations, two tent sites will be designated along the shore of the pond.
Suitable trail routes constructed to the designated sites would afford access.

The character of the trail to the pond makes it a good candidate for use by people with
mobility impairments. However, even though the trail is firm and relatively smooth and
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level, there are numerous rocks, roots and short steep pitches which are significant
obstacles, especially for people in wheelchairs. Even the grasses that have grown on the
surface of the former road outside the width of the foot trail would be difficult for people
in wheelchairs to negotiate. With minor modifications, including moving smaller rocks,
removing roots, minor grading and applying limited amounts of fill at specific locations,
the trail could be made suitable for people with mobility impairments. The most difficult
section of the trail is the last 175 to 200 feet to the shore of the pond, where there are
numerous large rocks, many of which could not be moved without great difficulty. It
would take the application of substantial amounts of natural fill where the rocks could not
be moved to allow a person in a wheelchair to proceed to the pond, where he or she could
be assisted into a boat. It is possible that a spur trail heading westward that leaves the
main trail just before the rocky stretch could be improved and directed to a location
where an accessible tent site could be constructed.

Sprague Pond is less than a half-mile from a public highway, and the trail to the pond
makes for an easy walk on gentle terrain with few obstacles. The pond is nearly on the
edge of the wilderness. Therefore, it is likely that trail users generally would expect and
tolerate a higher number of interpersonal encounters than visitors to more isolated trails
with more remote destinations. While affording opportunities for solitude is an objective
of management throughout a wilderness area, the objective is relatively more important
in the interior than near the periphery or along major trail corridors. Because of the
Sprague Pond trail’s peripheral location and accessibility, managers would consider
higher numbers of trail encounters among visitors to be acceptable than at more remote
locations. Nevertheless, it is likely that use levels on the Sprague Pond trail, once
designated, would not preclude opportunities for solitude throughout the year. 

Should the trail to Sprague Pond be marked, a parking area constructed and a trailhead
sign installed, it is likely that use levels would increase. Its location on a secondary road
would offer some protection from overuse, since no sign advertising it would be installed
on Route 28. Probably most use would continue to be fishing-oriented, with some
camping throughout the spring, summer and fall. Use of the trail by those interested in an
easy hike or ski to a scenic pond likely would be limited mostly to local residents and
tourists. Improvements to the last section of trail, if feasible, could lead to increased use
by people with disabilities. Because of its peripheral location, the Sprague Pond trail
would not penetrate far into a trailless area approximately four miles by two miles in
extent between Sawyer Mountain and Stephens Pond, and so would not significantly
degrade the wilderness character of the BRW. Trail registers would provide valuable
information about use patterns and trends.

There are no occurrences of rare species, deer wintering areas or other significant habitats
in the vicinity of the trail on record with the Natural Heritage Program or the Bureau of
Wildlife. Members of the Susquehanna Chapter of the Adirondack Mountain Club report
that small purple fringed orchids have been found near the pond.
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ACTIONS

• Mark and maintain the old road to Sprague Pond as a class IV foot trail.
Use red “foot trail” markers.

• Extend the trail along the shore of the pond on one or both sides to tent
sites to be designated. Choose routes for the shore trails well removed
from the water’s edge. Avoid disturbance of a population of small purple
fringed orchid reported to be near the pond.

• Make minor improvements to the trail surface using hand tools to remove
obstacles for people with disabilities. Investigate ways to increase the
accessibility of the final 200 feet of trail to the edge of the pond by
addressing obstacles, either through modification of the existing trail or
relocation, in ways that would conform with APSLMP wilderness
guidelines. Implement improvements if feasible.

TRAILS TO BE RELOCATED

Northville-Lake Placid Trail

PRESENT CONDITIONS AND ASSUMPTIONS 

Heading northward along the west shore of Cedar River Flow, the Northville-Lake Placid
Trail emerges from the woods onto Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road near the Cedar
River entrance of the Moose River Plains Wild Forest. The trail continues northeastward
along the road for seven and one-half miles until it leaves the road and heads
northwestward through private property, formerly owned by McCane, then through
property owned by Finch, Pruyn and Company, to the Blue Ridge Wilderness. The part
of the route through the private parcels is not secured by easements or written
agreements. In 2004 the new owner of the former McCane’s Resort decided to allow only
through hikers to cross his land, and only until the trail is relocated. He ceased to allow
parking. The trail swings around the west side of Stephens Pond and enters the Lake
Durant Campground, proceeding along a truck trail to campsite number 3. From there the
trail follows the campground road, crosses a bridge over the Rock River at the east end of
Lake Durant into the Blue Mountain Wild Forest and emerges onto a large paved parking
area on Route 28. It is the only trail that passes all the way through the Blue Ridge
Wilderness.

The Northville-Lake Placid trail was constructed by the Adirondack Mountain Club and
opened in 1923 as a foot trail. The part of the trail now within the BRW entirely followed
the route of former carriage roads. A major Department goal for the NP Trail is to
relocate segments of the trail that involve walking on roads now open to motor vehicles
off those roads and into the woods. A major candidate for relocation is the segment of the
trail on Cedar River Road. The need for relocation is made urgent by the wish of the new
owner of the former McCane’s Resort to remove the trail from his property. 
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OBJECTIVES 

There is as yet no formal policy governing the management of the Northville-Lake Placid
trail. The following objectives have been developed to guide the process of selecting a
new route for the trail where it now follows Cedar River Road. The objectives reflect the
goal of maximizing recreational values and the stability of the location of the route while
minimizing environmental impacts and keeping costs within reason.

• Minimize the length of the trail on roads open to motor vehicle use.
• Minimize the length of the trail open to conflicting recreational uses.
• Maximize the length of the trail on State land rather than private land subject to

uncertain landowner permission or activities that would affect the scenic qualities
of the trail corridor.

• Minimize the total length of the trail.
• Find a trail location that minimizes the potential for impacts on soils, wetlands,

significant habitats and rare species.
• Use old roads for the trail route to minimize the cost of trail construction, but

build new trail if desirable to reduce trail length, reduce significant use conflicts,
avoid wet areas or significantly improve the hiking experience.

• For ease of walking, minimize the length of trail in steep sections and minimize
variation in elevation. 

ALTERNATIVES 

The process of selecting a new route for the NP Trail involved a comparison of a number
of alternatives (Figure 14). The alternative analysis is presented in Appendix 14. To
assure that the development of the list of alternatives would be comprehensive, the search
for the best route was not confined by unit boundaries. The Department convened a
meeting in December, 2001 involving the coordinators of the UMPs potentially affected
by relocation proposals and a number of individuals and organizations with interest in the
trail. Meeting participants presented and discussed a number of alternative routes. The
discussion of alternatives builds upon the results of the meeting, considering each
alternative in light of the objectives developed for the trail, and concludes with the
selection of a preferred alternative. 

In describing and comparing the alternative routes included for discussion, the planning
team benefitted from the extensive knowledge of field conditions provided by
Department staff and interested volunteers. Significant segments of most of the
alternative routes have been scouted in the field. However, end-to-end field surveys in
sufficient detail for complete trail layout were not conducted. Therefore, the alternative
analysis includes consideration of hypothetical locations of some route segments and
involves a comparison of recreational characteristics, practical considerations such as
land ownership, and available ecological information, such as information about rare
species and significant habitats from the records of the Natural Heritage Program, 
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Figure 14. Northville-Lake Placid Trail Alternative Routes
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regional mapping of deer wintering areas, and wetlands. The actual route of the preferred
alternative will depend upon the results of a field assessment of topography, soils,
vegetation and wetlands. Should detailed field reconnaissance reveal conditions that vary
significantly from the assumptions made in this analysis, the planning team will revisit
the alternatives and decide, in consultation with APA, whether to modify the preferred
route or select another route, and whether to amend the UMP.

LEAST COST PATH ANALYSIS 

Least cost path analysis is a GIS tool that locates the path between two locations that
costs the least to traverse, where cost is a function of time, distance, or some other
criteria defined by the user. Staff of the UMP-GIS Consortium have developed a least
cost path tool to assist in the development of management proposals for UMPs. The tool
was not available when the original NPT alternative route analysis was conducted. It
became available before this plan was finalized, and so was used to test the results of the
original analysis. Application of the tool supported the preferred alternative, and
suggested possible refinements to the location of the route that should be investigated
when the trail is laid out in the woods. A description of the least cost path approach is
presented at the end of Appendix 14. The routes selected by the tool are shown in
Appendix 20, Map 4.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

Starting from the south, the new route would follow the existing route northerly along the
west shore of Cedar River Flow to Payne Brook within the MRPWF. There the route
would depart from the existing route, heading northeasterly to Wakely Dam through the
woods on a new trail parallel to Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road and southeast of it. The
route may follow an old road reported to lie between Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road
and the shore of the Flow. The route would continue northerly on Cedar River Road to
the Wakely Mountain trailhead, then shoot up the Wakely Mountain trail for
approximately one mile. It would leave the Wakely Mountain trail, heading northerly on
an old road known as the Gould road. The trail would leave the Gould road and the
MRPWF and head northerly into the BRW on an old spur road along the southeasterly
flank of Metcalf Mountain. From a point where the old road becomes indistinct, new trail
would be constructed just inside the State land boundary going northeasterly. The route
would pass through the notch between Metcalf and Round Top Mountains and pass on
the north side of Round Top, work its way along the foot of Blue Ridge and intersect the
existing trail at a point south of Stephens Pond. 

TRAIL CONSTRUCTION

Some of the proposed NP Trail reroute is within the BRW and some in the MRPWF.
Construction on the parts of the trail within each unit would not begin until after the
UMP had been adopted. The precise location of the relocated trail would be determined
after detailed field reconnaissance work. Segments of the trail that would follow former
roads generally would require little more work than cutting brush and posting trail
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markers. Foot bridges might be required in some locations. Field conditions might
necessitate that parts of old roads preliminarily designated as part of the trail be bypassed
in favor of constructing new trail on sites with better-drained or more stable soils. In
general the trail would be located with the goal of minimizing the need for foot bridges
and drainage structures, tree cutting, long-term maintenance needs and impacts to soils,
wetlands, significant habitats and rare species. 

The construction of the new route consists of two segments: the relatively short segment
south of Wakely Dam between Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road and the shore of Cedar
River Flow, and the relatively long segment between the Wakely Mountain trail and the
trail south of Stephens Pond. The segment south of Wakely Dam, within the MRPWF,
may follow a former road reported to lie between the flow and Limekiln Lake-Cedar
River Road. Should the route of the former road not prove appropriate, it is expected that
new trail construction would not be difficult, because the area generally appears to be
characterized by gentle slopes and open upland forest. The longer segment would follow
the Wakely Mountain trail for the first mile, then the Gould road for a little less than a
mile, all within the Moose River Plains Wild Forest. Though it is likely that the trail
would follow the Gould road, it is possible that relocations would be necessary to bypass
wet areas. The relocated trail would then enter the BRW, following a former road for
more than a mile before approximately five miles of trail would be newly constructed. 

Before trail construction would begin, the Department would consult with APA in the
development of a detailed work plan and would obtain all necessary permits.

PROJECTED USE OF THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE ROUTE AND
POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF USE 

It is not possible to accurately project use levels of trails yet to be constructed. However,
general predictions can be made from a review of characteristics such as location, access,
land character and the use patterns in nearby areas.

The proposed reroute of the NP Trail within the Blue Ridge Wilderness would be much
more attractive to hikers than the present route on Cedar River Road. However, the
amount of use by through-hikers would not be expected to rise significantly from
presently low levels. Because the hike from the Wakely Mountain trailhead to Stephens
Pond would be approximately eight miles long, use of that segment by people other than
through-hikers is also likely to be relatively low. With the end of access from Cedar
River Road across the former McCane’s Resort, local access to Stephens Pond
undoubtedly would shift almost entirely to the north from the Lake Durant Campground.
Trailhead registration at the campground, which has remained steady for many years, was
1,252 in 2003. It is likely that registration numbers would increase with the anticipated
shift in local use, but it is not expected that the increase would be significant.

Winter use of all parts of the relocated trail segment would be expected to be low. Cedar
River Road is a major snowmobile route and is not plowed beyond a fee parking lot
maintained by the Town of Indian Lake located approximately four and a half miles
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northeast of the Wakely Dam. Depending on the characteristics of the trail once built, it
might prove attractive to a hearty few as part of a rugged long-distance cross-country
skiing trip, though the trip would be more than 12 miles long, require the parking of one
car at the fee parking lot on Cedar River Road and another on the Route 28 parking area,
and involve sharing three or four miles of the unplowed Cedar River Road with
snowmobiles. The low level of winter use of the relocated trail would not be likely to
have significant impacts on wintering deer.

ACTIONS

• Construct the new route of the Northville-Lake Placid Trail as described in
alternative 2 and maintain it as a class IV foot trail. Post blue NP Trail markers.
Post a guideboard at the intersection with the Wakely Mountain trail.

• Close the part of the trail between the former McCane’s Resort and the new trail.
Remove all signs and trail markers. Install suitable barriers at both ends. 

• Post signs and trail markers within the Lake Durant Campground to clearly
delineate the route of the NP Trail to hikers. (Lake Durant Campground UMP)

• Posts signs on the trail to indicate the boundary between the Lake Durant
Campground and the BRW.

NEW TRAILS TO BE CONSTRUCTED

This section describes a proposal for the construction of a new trail for addition to the
system of trails marked and maintained by the Department. 

The following proposal for a new trail from Cellar Pond to the summit of Wakely
Mountain also will be included in the UMP for the MRPWF.

Wakely Mountain Trail from Cellar Pond

The existing trail to the summit of Wakely Mountain climbs directly up the fall line on
the mountain’s southeastern flank. Because trail use levels are relatively low, soil erosion
has proceeded at a lower rate than it has on more heavily used trails with similar slopes
and soils. However, erosion is evident, and the rate of erosion will increase in step with
increases in use. Erosion could be curtailed through an aggressive program of trail
hardening, but the installation and maintenance of trail-hardening structures is costly.
The topography of many mountains precludes the construction of trails with moderate
slopes. However, where existing trails are sustaining significant erosion on steep slopes,
alternative routes should be investigated.

A review of topographic maps indicates that a route to the Wakely Mountain summit
involving a more gradual ascent might be found along the ridgeline approaching the
summit from the southwest. The route would begin where the old road to Cellar Pond
leaves Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road in the MRPWF, approximately 3.5 miles from
the Cedar River entrance. It would proceed along the old road approximately 1.8 miles to
the pond. From the pond, a new foot trail would be constructed approximately 2.0 miles
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to the summit. Aerial photographs show a former logging road heading northeastward
from the pond. The final half-mile to the summit would be within the WMPA.

A reconnaissance of the proposed route revealed that it proceeds at a steady, gentle grade
to the pond. It starts on a road that is not blocked and occasionally is traveled by motor
vehicles to a point about 0.4 miles in from Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road, where
severe gullying impedes further motor vehicle travel. The MRPWF UMP will propose
that a boulder barrier preventing motor vehicle use be installed near the beginning of the
road. Mountain bikes and horses will be allowed as far as the pond. The road bed on the
part presently traveled by motor vehicles is firm, with few drainage problems. For several
hundred feet beyond the end of vehicle travel, the progress of the severe gullying
observed could be curtailed through the installation of waterbars. Farther along the
former road, occasional gullying could be arrested through similar means. The route
passes through patches of hay-scented fern under an attractive forest of large hardwoods,
then climbs into a forest community dominated by balsam fir, with scattered white birch
and other hardwoods. From this point to the pond the former road is occupied by a dense
growth of balsam fir saplings. 

From the pond, a route proceeding due east to the ridgetop and along the ridge to the
summit would require new trail construction. Reconnaissance did not include the former
logging road, which should be investigated as an alternative route for the first half-mile
of the trail. Slopes on the route along the top of the ridge between the pond and the
summit are relatively steady and gentle, except for two steep sections. The use of
switchbacks to limit the slope of the trail on the first section appears feasible. However,
the second section farther up the mountain is very steep, and the shallow soils could
make switchback construction difficult. Each steep section is only a few hundred feet
long. 

The topography of the ridge route offers the possibility of a trail that would climb
steadily and fairly gently for almost its entire length. Unfortunately, the forest cover is
uniformly dense along the entire ridge, leaving no openings for views along the route. It
appears that the trail could totally avoid streams and wetlands, not requiring a single
bridge. However, trail construction would be difficult, since almost the entire ridge is
affected by blowdown, possibly resulting from the major wind events that have afflicted
the Adirondacks since 1995. The forest floor is rough, characterized by the tip mounds
left by toppled trees.

The route would be approximately 3.8 miles long, compared with the 3.0-mile length of
the existing trail. The trailhead would be at an elevation of approximately 2,600 feet
above sea level, compared to 2,000 feet at the existing trailhead, so the trail’s total
change in elevation would be 600 feet less than the existing trail. There are no
occurrences of rare species, historical deer wintering areas or other significant habitats in
the vicinity of the proposed trail route on record with the Natural Heritage Program or the
Bureau of Wildlife. Observations during reconnaissance confirmed the results of a review
of wetlands mapping, which indicated that the route would not significantly affect
wetlands. 
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Once constructed, it is possible that the new trail would become the major route to the
Wakely Mountain summit. Though it would be longer, its smaller and more gradual
ascent would be an attractive characteristic to most visitors. With more gentle grades, it
would be expected that the trail surface would be able to withstand higher use levels than
the existing trail. The existing trail would stand as an alternate route. Though it is likely
that the construction of the new route would result in some increase in the total number
of people climbing annually to the summit, the physical and social impacts of trail use
would be divided between two trails. Use levels and associated erosion impacts on the
existing trail probably would decline. It is possible that visitors would support the
retention of the existing trail along with the new trail to afford recreational variety.
However, because the trail surface along most of the route of the proposed trail would be
less prone to erosion than the existing trail with its steep final mile, the eventual closure
of the existing trail should be considered. For three years after the construction of the
Cellar Pond route, the use and condition of the two trails would be monitored and public
comments would be invited. The existing trail would be closed above the Gould road
intersection if the decision would be supported by an assessment of resource impacts,
public use and public opinion.

ACTIONS

The actions proposed for the Cellar Pond trail to the summit of Wakely Mountain involve
the MRPWF. Trail construction would not occur unless the project were included in the
MRPWF UMP.

• Construct the trail from Cellar Pond to the summit of Wakely Mountain and
maintain it as a class IV foot trail. Do not permit horses or bicycles on the
segment from Cellar Pond to the summit. Mark this segment with yellow “foot
trail” markers.

• Conduct trail construction activities after August 1 and before May 15 to protect
Bicknell’s thrush, but allow blowdown removal, by chainsaw, to occur until May
24.

• Permit bicycles and horses on the trail segment from Limekiln Lake-Cedar River
Road to Cellar Pond. Mark this segment with yellow “trail” markers. 

• Monitor public use and resource impacts on both trails to the summit. Close the
existing trail above the Gould road intersection should the decision be supported
by an assessment of impacts, use and public opinion.  

TRAILS NOT TAKEN

In the process of developing trail proposals for the BRW and WMPA, the planning team
considered potential trail routes that are not included in the plan. Here are the potential
routes and the thinking behind the decisions not to pursue them.
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Winter Road to South Inlet Falls

On a map entitled, “Map of Township No. 6 and Parts of Townships No. 5 and 40 of the
Totten and Crossfield Purchase, Hamilton County, N.Y., Compiled from Surveys of
Duncan McMartin, Jr., S. J. Palmer and Others, 1816 to 1897, for W. West Durant,” a
road is shown running southwestward from the south end of Raquette Lake to the falls on
South Inlet. The road is labeled, “Winter Road to South Inlet Falls.” The road runs
roughly parallel with South Inlet and about a quarter mile east of it. A map of the area of
a salvage logging contract on file in the Northville office shows that part of the road was
used in the 1950s as a logging road.

The planning team considered the possibility of marking and maintaining the old road as
a foot trail that would be available for hiking, hunting access and skiing. It was thought
that visitors to the Golden Beach Campground could hike to Great Camp Sagamore for
guided tours. The trail is on the periphery of the BRW and would not violate the trailless
character of the interior. Reconnaissance revealed that the road was clearly discernible
from Route 28 southwestward for some distance. However, the road became hard to
detect after about a half-mile, and was lost before it reached a tributary of South Inlet
about half way to the falls. It may be that, since the road was intended for winter use,
construction involved only the removal of trees and stumps to make a clear way, with
little if any earth-moving. The construction of a parking area on Route 28 would be
problematic because of limited sight distances. Since most of the route might not be
located on the ground, more than half the length of the route could involve new trail
construction. After discussion with Sagamore staff, it was not deemed likely that many
campground visitors would hike the three miles to take the Sagamore tour. The lack of a
significant destination and winter parking would limit winter cross-country skiing use,
despite the suitability of the terrain for skiing. The old road is visible enough from Route
28 to afford access for hunting. Though some hunters would support the creation of the
trail, others might find the area more attractive without a marked trail used by hikers.
After deliberation, it was decided not to open the old road as a trail. 

Trail from Sprague Pond to Stephens Pond

With the relocation of the Northville-Lake Placid trail and the closure of the trail north of
the former McCane’s Resort, the relatively short southern approach to Stephens Pond
will be eliminated. It is possible that a new trail could be constructed from Sprague Pond
to Stephens Pond. The new trail would require approximately three miles of new trail
construction. The trip from the Sprague Pond trailhead to Stephens Pond would be
approximately four and one-half miles long. Though a potential route has not been
completely scouted on the ground, a review of topographic maps indicated that the route
would include some fairly steep sections. Stephens Pond will remain accessible by trail
from the Lake Durant Campground after the trail from the former McCane’s has been
closed. The new trail would provide an alternate route, but it would be longer than the
existing trail from the north. Because the new trail is not necessary for access to Stephens
Pond, and its construction would not conform with the objective of maintaining the
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relatively undeveloped character of the unit, it was decided that the trail would not be
created.

Metcalf Ridge Trail

In the course of reviewing alternative routes for the Northville-Lake Placid Trail, the
planning team examined topographic maps. They observed that the topography of
Metcalf Mountain might be suitable for a ridgetop route for the trail. The ridgetop route,
which would have required through-hikers to climb to the summit of Wakely Mountain
with full backpacks, was considered too strenuous for the NP Trail. However, the idea
lingered that the route might make an attractive destination in itself. Hikers might climb
to the summit of Wakely Mountain on the existing trail, walk the Metcalf ridge trail
northeastward and return on the proposed new route of the NP Trail to the parking area.
The route would roughly parallel the southern border of the BRW, and would not
significantly infringe on the trailless nature of the interior. It was agreed that the proposal
would only make sense if there were several openings in the forest cover along the ridge
to make the trip worthwhile. Reconnaissance revealed that most of the ridge was
enclosed in a dense spruce-fir forest. Though occasional filtered views were available,
the absence of significant scenic opportunities would limit the attractiveness of the trail
for hikers. Without significant tree cutting, the route would make its way tortuously
among closely-spaced trees. After deliberation, it was decided not to construct a trail
along the Metcalf Mountain ridge.

Sugarloaf Mountain Spur

Sugarloaf Mountain is not far to the east of the proposed new route of the NP Trail. The
east side of Sugarloaf is a dramatic steep bare-rock cliff with the potential for open views
to the east. In the course of mapping the potential route of the preferred alternative, it was
observed that the topography appeared suitable for the construction of a short spur trail to
the summit of Sugarloaf. However, aerial and field reconnaissance indicated that the
nature of the summit topography and forest cover would make it difficult to find an
approach route that would not pose significant safety hazards for hikers. Therefore, a
spur trail to Sugarloaf will not be proposed.

Other Old Roads and Trails

The BRW is counted among the Adirondack wilderness areas having relatively few
marked trails. However, as with most areas of the Forest Preserve, there are a number of
old roads and trails in the BRW that are shown on old maps and remain visible on the
ground. The USGS topographic maps of 1902 and 1903 show trails branching off the
Wilson Pond trail to Potter Pond and Brady Pond. There is a spur from the trail to
Cascade Pond to Mitchell Ponds. A road from Cedar River Road penetrated to Dishrag
Pond. A trail constructed in the late 1800s led to Aluminum Pond from what is now Lake
Kora. That trail is shown on a map entitled, “Map of Township No. 6 and Parts of
Townships No. 5 and 40 of the Totten and Crossfield Purchase, Hamilton County, N.Y.,
Compiled from Surveys of Duncan McMartin, Jr., S. J. Palmer and Others, 1816 to 1897,
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for W. West Durant.” Neither the USGS maps or the survey map indicates a trail
connection between Aluminum and Dishrag ponds. However, there is evidence that a
trail connecting the roads to the two ponds was cleared in the early 1900s to allow
workers to travel between the great camps and the Indian Lake area. After the 1950
blowdown, the Department was authorized to permit the salvage of down timber. The
logging roads constructed for access to the salvage areas later were used for recreational
access. Many of the roads are still visible, and some continue to be used as foot trails.
Not long after the blowdown, a fire trail was cleared from Sagamore Lake, possibly with
a spur from Lake Kora, through Aluminum Pond and Dishrag Pond to Cedar River Road,
possibly at least partially following the route of the earlier trail.

A major goal of the management of the BRW is to retain its relatively undeveloped
character. The adoption of some existing trails, generally located on the periphery of the
area, is being proposed to provide limited recreational access. The construction of a new
route for the NP Trail is a major project considered necessary to improve one of the most
important recreational resources in the Forest Preserve. Even so, the selection of the route
was made with the intention of keeping the large trailless interior of the BRW intact. It
was thought that the adoption of more existing trails or the construction of new trails
would begin to significantly encroach upon the wild character of the area, both in terms
of the recreational environment and the APSLMP requirement to “achieve and perpetuate
a natural plant and animal community where man’s influence is not apparent.” Therefore,
none of the other historic roads and trails is being proposed for adoption.

TRAILLESS AREAS

Present Conditions and Assumptions

The existing system of marked and unmarked trails in the BRW is limited and largely
confined to the periphery of the unit. A trailless area bounded by Wilson Pond, Slim
Pond, Sagamore Lake, Wakely Mountain and the Northville-Lake Placid Trail extends
approximately six miles by eight miles. A smaller trailless area–about two miles by four
miles– lies between Sawyer Mountain and Stephens Pond. Though there may be
unmarked trails within the bounds of these areas, it is likely that they are lightly used. An
inventory of unmarked trails would provide a more accurate picture of their extent and
levels of use and impact. 

Goals for the management of the BRW include the maintenance of its relatively
undeveloped character and the preservation of solitude as a major component of the
recreational environment of the unit. The maintenance of the trailless character of the
area west of the Northville-Lake Placid Trail and Wilson Pond would preserve a large
tract of wilderness where natural processes would operate with a minimum of direct
human influence. The large tracts of old growth forest identified within the area could be
explored in an environment characterized by a high degree of solitude. Though the
trailless area east of the NP Trail is relatively small, its preservation would be in keeping
with the general objective of minimizing recreational development in the unit.
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The areas to be accessed by the proposals to mark presently unmarked trails or construct
new trails are generally not much more than a mile from the edge of the unit. Once the
proposals have been implemented, the most attractive waters and vistas will be accessible
by marked trail. It is likely, therefore, that most of the remaining unmarked trails within
the unit will be used only for hunting and access to a few small interior ponds. The most
heavily used trails are those that follow the former salvage roads leading a mile or two
into the northwest region of the BRW from Route 28. It is not expected that use levels on
these trails will increase significantly in the next five years. It is possible that use will
decrease over time as the popularity of hunting continues to decline. Though use levels
on most unmarked trails are not expected to grow to levels that would cause significant
impacts to natural resources or the recreational environment, it is possible for unmarked
trails to be illegally marked and maintained to the extent that management action is
required. Once inventoried, unmarked trails should be monitored, and appropriate action
should be taken when necessary to prevent unacceptable impacts. 

OBJECTIVES

• Maintain the large trailless area bounded by Wilson Pond, Slim Pond, Sagamore
Lake, Wakely Mountain and the Northville-Lake Placid Trail. 

• Maintain the trailless area east of the Northville-Lake Placid Trail, west of
Sawyer Mountain, and north of Sprague Pond.

ACTIONS

• Develop LAC indicators and standards for marked and unmarked trails in the
BRW and WMPA.

• Complete the inventory of unmarked trails and conduct a detailed inventory of
chosen LAC indicators for major unmarked trails in the BRW and WMPA after
the inventory of marked trails has been completed.

• Analyze inventory information in relation to LAC standards.
• Take appropriate actions when and where necessary to keep LAC standards from

being exceeded.
• Reinventory trails every five years.

TRAILHEADS

Present Conditions and Assumptions

A trailhead is defined as the starting or termination point of one or more designated trails
at a point of entrance to State land which may contain some or all of the following:
vehicle parking, trail signs, and peripheral visitor registration structures (Van
Valkenburgh, 1987). Trailheads are the nexus between public highways and the
backcountry. Because they are the places where most people leave the highway to enter
Forest Preserve lands, trailheads make excellent locations for providing visitor
information. The design of trailhead structures and improvements, as well as the form
and content of the information presented, can have a major impact on the public’s
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perception of the availability and character of recreational opportunities and their
understanding of the guidelines for backcountry behavior. In turn, trailhead registers are
important for providing information about backcountry use to the Department. Visitors
who sign in help protect themselves in case of emergency and leave valuable records of
public use levels and trends. Trailhead registers give managers important information
about how many people enter during each season, the range of group sizes, what
activities they are pursuing, where they are from and where they are going. Without trail
registers, managers have little objective information about the use of an area.

Visitors receive their first impression of the Forest Preserve area they are about to
experience from the nature and condition of the trailhead. For highway travelers,
trailheads are often the only indication that they are passing through Forest Preserve
lands. Accordingly, the Department considers the design and maintenance of trailheads a
matter of primary importance. A trailhead classification system was adopted in 1987 to
provide for consistency in their location and development. Class I trailheads are the most
developed and are found at the major entrances to the backcountry. Class II and Class III
are provided at lesser-used trails with correspondingly less development. 

Five trailheads serve marked trails whose destinations are within the BRW and WMPA:
the NP Trail (Lake Durant Campground), the Sawyer Mountain trail (State Route 28
right-of-way and BRW), the Cascade Pond trail (unclassified Forest Preserve), the
Wilson Pond trail (State Route 28 right-of-way and private land) and the Wakely
Mountain trail (MRPWF). The access point at the former McCane’s Resort has been
closed to all but through-hikers. No parking is allowed, and the guideboards have been
removed. There are a variety of issues to be addressed at each trailhead, including
capacity, safety, signage and surfacing. Because they are not on Forest Preserve lands,
the design, location, installation and maintenance of structures and improvements at most
of these trailheads must be done in cooperation with other agencies and landowners.
Similar issues apply to the trailheads to be established for existing unmarked trails that
are proposed for addition to the list of marked and maintained trails in the area: the Slim
Pond trail (State Route 28 right-of-way and BRW), the Death Brook Falls trail (State
Route 28 right-of-way), the Sagamore trails (BRW and MRPWF) and the Sprague Pond
trail (BRW). An additional trailhead in the MRPWF is proposed for the new trail up
Wakely Mountain by way of Cellar Pond. The needs of each trailhead and the actions
proposed to address them are presented below. 

The only trail registers present on BRW and WMPA trails are those for Wakely
Mountain, Sawyer Mountain and the NP Trail on the edge of the Lake Durant
Campground. Though they are valuable, trail registers are limited in the information that
they provide. Many people pass registers without signing in. Periodic and comprehensive
research efforts are needed to give managers a full and accurate picture of the use of a
Forest Preserve management unit.

An expanded trail register structure, referred to as a class II trail register or “Storey
register,” originally designed by Mike Storey of the APA and later modified by
Department staff, has been developed. It is intended generally for use at class II
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trailheads. It contains a space enclosed with a door for a trail register and brochures, and
has an open panel where regulations and other information may be posted, along with a
map of the area. The display area is covered with plexiglass. The structure would be
appropriate to enhance selected trailheads. 

General Objectives

• Provide and manage adequate trailhead facilities to protect resource values and to
accommodate visitor needs. Apply best management practices to parking area
construction and maintenance.

• Design trailheads in accordance with standardized trailhead designs that eliminate
the problems of supplementary signs and informational clutter. 

• Indirectly manage interior use by balancing parking lot capacities to interior
visitor capacities.

• Prohibit parking on roads adjacent to parking areas where necessary to control
interior use.

• Mitigate parking problems with affected parties.
• Encourage partnerships with local governments and volunteers to maintain and

snowplow roadside trailhead parking facilities.

General Actions

• Provide one or more accessible parking spaces in all expanded or newly
constructed parking areas, consistent with the ADA.

• Install trailhead registers at all trailheads serving marked trails.
• Monitor trailhead condition and schedule regular maintenance of parking area

surfacing, barriers, signs and trail registers. Remove litter as needed.
• For each trailhead, monitor interior use and parking levels throughout the year

and periodically reassess parking needs in relation to interior capacity.

TRAILHEADS FOR MARKED TRAILS

Wilson Pond Trailhead 

The Wilson Pond trailhead is located on the south side of Route 28, 2.7 miles west of the
intersection of Routes 28 and 30 in the hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake. There is an
unpaved parking area adjacent to the highway approximately 100 feet long and 30 feet
wide that can accommodate about six vehicles. Though 10 cars could be made to fit by
parking perpendicular to the highway, this is an informal pulloff suited to allow one row
of vehicles parking parallel to the road. The parking area appears to be within the
highway right-of-way. No barrier separates the parking area from the trail, though
vegetation and topography appear to be effective in preventing the passage of motor
vehicles. A guideboard with the wording, “Trail To Grassy Pond, 0.5 miles, Wilson
Pond, 3.0 miles” is mounted on a signpost at the edge of the parking area next to the trail
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entrance. There is no trail register. The land adjacent to the highway is privately owned,
and the trail crosses it as allowed by deeded easement. 

The Wilson Pond trail affords access to the lean-to on Wilson Pond, along with
opportunities for camping at undesignated tent sites in the area accessed by the trail and
the proposed Wilson-Cascade crossover trail. In addition, Wilson Pond is an attractive
day-hiking destination. The parking area is plowed in winter. Winter use is low. 

The parking area should be designed to accommodate the variety of uses in all seasons
considered appropriate within the capacity of the area to withstand use. A parking area
capacity of six cars would accommodate up to three camping parties and three day-use
parties at one time, a use level that would afford significant opportunities for solitude
along the trails and at interior campsites from the start of fishing season in spring through
big game hunting season. The current low level of winter use is not expected to increase
significantly in the next five years, so that room for more than two or three cars seldom
would be needed. The existing capacity of the parking area is well balanced with interior
capacity. The Department should work with DOT to pave the parking area without
expanding it.

ACTIONS

• Maintain the Wilson Pond trailhead as a class II trailhead. Install a Storey register
near the beginning of the trail, with permission from the landowner. Include in the
display area a map and messages such as wilderness regulations and
recommendations from the Leave No Trace program.

• Maintain the existing six-car capacity of the Wilson Pond trailhead parking area
to accommodate day use and camping by anglers, hikers and hunters. Work with
DOT to pave the parking area without expanding it.

• Replace the guideboard on the existing signpost with a sign approximately one
and one-half by two feet with “Blue Ridge Wilderness” in a banner at the top and
the wording, “Wilson Pond Trailhead” in two-to three-inch letters, printed on
both sides. Post the guideboard on a tree close to the trail entrance.

Cascade Pond Trailhead 

A road under Department jurisdiction leads from Durant Road 0.2 miles to a tent site on
Lake Durant. The Cascade Pond trailhead is located on this road 0.1 mile from Durant
Road. A small clearing on the east side of the road, directly across from the trail, serves
as the parking area for the trail and can accommodate three cars. The parking area also
serves a nearby tent site. The perimeter of the parking area is not well defined on the
ground. No barrier separates the parking area from the adjacent tent site or blocks the
entrance of the trail from the road. However, a narrow foot bridge across a stream
prevents motor vehicle passage. A guideboard with distances to Rock Pond (0.75 miles),
Cascade Pond lean-to (2.8 miles) and Stephens Pond lean-to (4.3 miles) is posted
adjacent to the Department road. There is no trail register. The parking area and the
beginning of the trail are situated in a Forest Preserve parcel which has not yet been
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classified. However, during the preparation of the UMP for the Blue Mountain Wild
Forest, it was assumed that the parking area was within that unit. The UMP called for the
construction of a three-car parking area.

The Cascade Pond trail affords access to the lean-to on Cascade Pond, as well as
opportunities for camping at undesignated tent sites in the area accessed by the Cascade
Pond trail and the proposed Wilson-Cascade crossover trail. In addition, Cascade Pond is
an attractive day-hiking destination. Since the parking area is seldom plowed, often there
is no winter access to the trailhead. Those interested in skiing to the pond enter from the
Lake Durant Campground.

Parking areas should be designed to accommodate the variety of uses in all seasons
considered appropriate within the capacity of the area to withstand use. A total parking
area capacity of seven cars would accommodate up to four camping parties, including the
users of the adjacent tent site, and three day-use parties at one time. It is anticipated that
the proposed parking capacity would allow a relatively high degree of solitude to be
preserved on the trail and at interior camping destinations. To conform with proposed
Federal regulations under ADA, one of the parking spaces should be made accessible for
people with disabilities. There is a small clearing on the west side of the road to the north
of the trail. It could serve as a small parking area screened from the road with minimal
tree cutting and ground disturbance. Accommodating parking needs in the clearing would
have less visual impact than expanding the existing parking area on the east side of the
road, where additional trees would have to be cut. The existing parking area on the east
side of the road could be better defined with boulders.

ACTIONS 

• Maintain the Cascade Pond trailhead as a class II trailhead. Install a Storey
register 200 to 300 feet down the Cascade Pond trail. Include in the display area a
map and messages such as wilderness regulations and recommendations from the
Leave No Trace program. This location is within the part of the unclassified
parcel recommended for inclusion in the BRW.

• Construct a new parking area on the west side of the Department road in a small
clearing on the north side of the Cascade Pond trail to accommodate four cars.
Minimize tree cutting and maintain vegetation between the parking area and the
road as a visual screen. The parking area would be within the part of the
unclassified parcel recommended for inclusion in the BRW.

• Include an accessible parking space in the three-car parking area on the east side
of the road, for a total capacity of three cars. Define the perimeter of the parking
area with boulders. The parking area is within the part of the unclassified parcel
recommended for inclusion in the Blue Mountain Wild Forest.

• Replace the existing guideboard with a sign with dimensions approximately one
and one-half by two feet with “Blue Ridge Wilderness” in a banner at the top and
the wording, “Cascade Pond Trailhead” in two-to three-inch letters with a
directional arrow, printed on both sides, on the existing signpost beside Durant
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Road. This location is within the part of the unclassified parcel recommended for
inclusion in the Blue Mountain Wild Forest.

• Investigate ways to plow the access road and parking areas for winter access. 

The following discussion of the parking area in the Lake Durant Campground will be
included in that UMP. It is presented here to provide a complete picture of the issues
affecting the BRW and WMPA.

Stephens Pond Trailhead (Lake Durant Campground) 

Within the Lake Durant Campground there is a small parking area occasionally used by
visitors to the BRW, mostly anglers in the spring heading to Stephens and Cascade Ponds
or fall big game hunters. The parking area, split by the main campground road, can hold
approximately 10 cars. Because a large parking area for the NP Trail on Route 28 is not
far away, and those using the campground parking area must pay a daily fee, the
campground parking area is seldom used by BRW visitors in spring and summer, when
the campground is open. The parking area is regularly used during big game season,
when the campground is closed. 

ACTIONS

• Install a bulletin board at the parking area with a map of nearby trails and
messages such as wilderness regulations and recommendations from the Leave
No Trace program. (Lake Durant Campground UMP)

Sawyer Mountain Trailhead 

The Sawyer Mountain trailhead is located on Route 28/30, approximately 6.0 miles east
of the hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake and 2.2 miles west of the intersection of
Route28/30 and Cedar River Road. The paved parking area adjacent to the highway is
approximately 22 feet deep, 100 feet long on the far edge and 180 feet long on the edge
adjacent to the roadbed. It could accommodate up to 14 cars parked perpendicular to the
highway. However, because the parking area is designed to allow one row of cars parked
parallel to the highway with a lane for moving in and out of traffic, capacity is limited to
seven cars. Two DOT signs with the words, “Trailhead Parking” are posted, one on each
side of the road. On a sign post near the beginning of the trail there is a guideboard with
the wording, “Trail To Sawyer Mountain 1.1 mile.” A standard trail register, installed in
June, 2000, stands a little farther up the trail. There is no barrier between the parking area
and the trail. The steepness of the ground at the beginning of the trail is effective in
preventing illegal motor vehicle use.

According to trail registration information, the highest levels of use occur in July and
August. During these months, typically from five to 10 parties per day park at the
trailhead, with occasional peak days when from 15 to 20 parties sign in. Since the trail is
only a mile long, it is estimated that the typical length of stay for a climbing group does
not exceed two hours. Therefore, it is likely that existing parking capacity can
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accommodate current peak use levels. The parking area is plowed in winter. Winter use is
low.

With its generally moderate grades and stable surface, the trail is capable of withstanding
substantial foot traffic without significant physical impacts. In addition, it is not likely
that visitors have high expectations for solitude on this short roadside trail. Therefore, it
appears that there could be significant increases in trail use without unacceptable
physical or social impacts. Nevertheless, even though it is not anticipated that use levels
will increase markedly in the next five years, use levels should not be allowed to increase
without limit. The parking area probably has sufficient capacity to accommodate present
and anticipated use levels, which are considered to be within the capacity of the trail to
withstand use. But to serve as an indirect control of trail use levels, the parking area
should not be expanded. 

Department staff intend to investigate the potential for the creation of a new trail within
the Blue Mountain Wild Forest to a summit with an open view that would not require
maintenance. Should the trail prove suitable, and should it be constructed after an
amendment of the Blue Mountain Wild Forest UMP, the Sawyer Mountain trail would be
closed. The parking area could continue to be used for access to BRW lands.

ACTIONS

• Maintain the Sawyer Mountain trailhead as a class II trailhead with a standard
trail register.

• Maintain the existing seven-car capacity of the Sawyer Mountain trailhead
parking area to accommodate day use.

• In addition to the existing guideboard, install a trailhead sign approximately one
and one-half by two feet with “Blue Ridge Wilderness” in a banner at the top and
the wording, “Sawyer Mountain Trailhead” in two-to three-inch letters, printed on
both sides. 

• Should the Sawyer Mountain trail be closed after the construction of a new trail
within the Blue Mountain Wild Forest, remove trailhead signs and the trail
register. Maintain the parking area for access to BRW lands.

The following discussion of the Wakely Mountain trailhead will be included in the
MRPWF UMP. It is presented here to provide a complete picture of the issues
affecting the BRW and WMPA.

Wakely Mountain Trailhead 

The Wakely Mountain trailhead is located 11.8 miles down Cedar River Road from
Route 28, 0.3 miles before the Cedar River entrance to the MRPWF. The trailhead is
within the MRPWF. A Department access road leads 150 feet to a parking area about 100
feet long by 70 feet wide. It can accommodate from 15 to 20 cars, depending on the
discipline of the visitors. On a sign post beside Cedar River Road there is a standard
guideboard with the words, “Trail To Wakely Mt. Observatory, 3744 Ft. Elev., 3.0
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miles.” A sign hanging from the guideboard with the words, “Parking Area” and an
arrow directs visitors to the trailhead. There is a standard trail register on the edge of the
parking area. At present there is no barrier preventing motor vehicles from proceeding
beyond the parking area along the road that forms the first mile of the trail. 

The parking area should be designed to accommodate the variety of uses in all seasons
considered appropriate within the capacity of the area to withstand use. Compared with
other fire tower trails, the trail to Wakely Mountain is lightly used. On summer weekend
days seldom more than 15 parties climb to the summit. The publication of fire tower
books is likely to increase use levels. Maximum use levels probably seldom will exceed
20 parties per day during the next five years. The summit area is considered to be able to
withstand the expected continuation of relatively low use levels. Though vegetation is
lacking and bare soil is exposed in the core area between the tower and observer cabin,
the area is level and soil erosion is minimal. The area of bare soil does not appear to be
expanding. With the installation of needed erosion-control structures, the existing trail
also would be capable of withstanding projected use. Needed parking capacity would be
somewhat less than 20, since not all the cars belonging to those hiking to the summit
would occupy the parking area at one time. Because peak use levels would be likely to
occur only on relatively few days during the year, on most days parking capacity would
well exceed use levels. The construction of the Cellar Pond route to the summit likely
would result in a substantial reduction in the use of the existing trail. Parking demand
would fall accordingly.

The parking area would be useful for other visitors to the area. The Gould road will be
open for mountain biking and horseback riding. However, because of the limited length
of the road, the absence of scenic destinations and the many other parking options for
bikers and equestrians exploring the trails in the MRPWF, parking demand is expected to
be low. The parking area also is used during the big game season for hunting access.
However, the numbers of people hiking to the summit of Wakely Mountain decline
significantly as big game season advances, so additional parking capacity is not required.
The parking area is not used in winter, because Cedar River Road is not plowed beyond a
snowmobile parking area located more than four miles northeast of the trailhead. 

After the relocation of the NP Trail, it is expected that the use of the NP Trail largely
would be limited to through-hikers. Many of those would be through-hikers who would
camp and park in the Wakely Dam area. Therefore, the demand for parking in the
Wakely Mountain parking area likely would not exceed three or four cars at a time. 

It is expected that the present capacity of the Wakely Mountain parking area is larger
than would be required on most days during the year, though it could approach capacity
on peak summer weekends. It is likely that a smaller parking area would be sufficient
after the construction of the Cellar Pond route. Parking capacity needs should be
reassessed once all management proposals affecting the area have been implemented and
new use patterns have become established.

ACTIONS
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• Maintain the Wakely Mountain trailhead as a class I trailhead. Replace the
existing standard trail register with a Storey register. Include a map and messages
in the display area including regulations and recommendations from the Leave No
Trace program.

• Maintain the existing 20-car capacity of the Wakely Mountain trailhead parking
area. 

• Install a sign approximately one and one-half by two feet with “Wakely Mt.
Primitive Area” in a banner at the top and the wording, “Wakely Mountain
Trailhead” in two-to three-inch letters with a directional arrow, printed on both
sides, on the existing sign post on Cedar River Road. Relocate the existing
guideboard to the beginning of the trail near the new Storey register. 

• Reassess parking capacity needs after all management proposals affecting the area
have been implemented and new use patterns have become established.

TRAILHEADS FOR UNMARKED TRAILS TO BE
MARKED

Sagamore Trailheads 

The system of existing trails near Sagamore Lake are served by a number of existing
parking areas and pulloffs. Some are within the MRPWF. Proceeding north to south
along Sagamore Road, those in the BRW are:

Cascades Trailhead: At the beginning of the Cascades trail, there is a clearing on the
east side of Sagamore Road about 55 feet long that can accommodate four or five cars.
The configuration of the parking area is awkward, and it is not clear how visitors are
expected to park. A barrier consisting of three boulders blocks the trail, formerly a road,
at a point about 75 feet from Sagamore Road. There are no signs at the trailhead, and
there is no trail register. The trailhead serves both the Cascades trail and the Beaverflow
trail, which is across the road within the MRPWF.

When marked as a foot trail, the Cascades trail will be open to hiking and cross-country
skiing. It leads to a waterfall on South Inlet, where travelers may wade the river or cross
it on the ice to connect with the Powerhouse trail. Use levels are expected to increase.
The Beaverflow trail will be open to hiking, and skiing, though use levels are expected to
be low. A parking area designed to accommodate five cars - the present capacity - would
accommodate five to 15 day hikers at one time. However, it is expected that seldom more
than two or three cars would use the parking area simultaneously. Evening and overnight
parking capacity required for the relatively low level of camping use expected would not
overlap with most day use and so would not require additional capacity. Though solitude
would not be as high a management priority on a trail near the periphery of the
wilderness, the proposed parking capacity would not preclude opportunities for solitude
along the trails throughout the year. The parking area has not been plowed in winter. If
the parking area were plowed, winter use would be expected to be light, seldom requiring
room for more than two or three cars. 
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ACTIONS

• Maintain the Cascades trailhead as a class II trailhead. Install a standard trail
register near the parking area.

• Maintain the Cascades trailhead parking area with its existing capacity of five
cars to accommodate appropriate levels of day use and camping. Make minor
modifications to more clearly define the parking area.

• Install a sign approximately one and one-half by two feet with “Blue Ridge
Wilderness” in a banner at the top and the wording, “Cascades Trailhead” in two-
to three-inch letters with a directional arrow, printed on both sides in a location
visible from Sagamore Road.

• Install a guideboard near the barrier giving the distance to the cascades. 
• Plow the parking area for winter trail access.

Pulloff: There is a pulloff on the east side of Sagamore Road between the Cascades and
Powerhouse trailheads. It is approximately 70 feet long and 25 feet deep. It was
constructed to aid winter traffic flow near the bridge over Sagamore Lake outlet and to
store snow from winter plowing. It could accommodate three cars parking parallel to the
road and afford winter access to nearby trails, should winter conditions permit.

Powerhouse Trailhead: At the beginning of the Powerhouse trail, there is a clearing on
the east side of Sagamore Road about 100 feet long that can accommodate five cars
parking parallel to the road. The northern two-thirds of the parking area is surfaced with
crushed limestone. A barrier consisting of three boulders blocks the trail, formerly a road,
at a point about 150 feet from Sagamore Road. There are no signs at the trailhead, and
there is no trail register.

When marked as a foot trail, the Powerhouse trail will be open to hiking and cross-
country skiing. It leads to the hydroelectric ruins associated with Camp Sagamore and on
to South Inlet Falls, where travelers can wade the river or cross on the ice to connect with
the Cascades trail. It connects with a number of other trails in the area. The Powerhouse
trail will be available for public use as part of the network of trails in the area. Sagamore
staff will lead groups on educational trips to the ruins. But because the trail has several
wet segments in need of drainage improvements, the Cascades trail will be the preferred
route to South Inlet Falls. In addition, the Sagamore hydroelectric ruins should be
protected from excessive public visitation. Therefore, the visibility of the trailhead should
be minimized. Use levels are expected to be low. 

The existing parking area could accommodate five to 15 day hikers and occasional
camping use. However, it is expected that it seldom would be occupied by more than two
or three cars. Though solitude would not be as high a management priority on a trail near
the periphery of the wilderness, the proposed parking capacity would not preclude
opportunities for solitude along the trails throughout the year. The parking area has not
been plowed in winter. Winter trail access should be afforded through the plowing of the
Cascades parking area. 
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ACTIONS

• Maintain the Powerhouse trailhead as a class III trailhead.
• Maintain the Powerhouse trailhead parking area with its existing capacity of five

cars.
• Do not install a trailhead sign.
• Install a guideboard beyond the boulder barrier, not visible from the road, giving

the distance to the Cascades. 
• Do not plow the parking area in winter.

The following discussion of the Sagamore Lake trailhead also will be included in the
MRPWF UMP. The discussion of proposed actions for the MRPWF is presented here to
provide a complete picture of the issues affecting the BRW and WMPA.

Sagamore Lake Trailhead and Waterway Access Site: The trail around Sagamore
Lake connects with a road at both ends. Most people park at the north end in a small
clearing at the beginning of the trail between the spur road that leads to the back entrance
to Sagamore and the boulder barrier. The clearing is not suitable for parking and can only
accommodate three vehicles. Additional cars park along the road, occasionally causing
traffic congestion. Visitors should be redirected to other parking areas. There is an
additional parking area not far before the beginning of the north end of the trail on the
south side of the spur road within the Moose River Plains Wild Forest. Though it appears
to have been constructed before the land was acquired by the State, it is not signed. It is
occasionally mowed by Sagamore staff and used for parking. The area is approximately
60 feet long and 25 feet deep and can accommodate six cars. There are no signs at either
parking area, and there is no trail register. There is no room for parking near the south
end of the trail.

When marked as a foot trail, the Sagamore Lake trail would be open to hiking and cross-
country skiing. It would connect with a number of other trails in the area. It is expected
that the Sagamore Lake trail would be more heavily used than the other Sagamore trails
in all seasons. Most use would be day hiking, skiing and hunter access. As a former
carriage road with a firm, generally level surface, the trail is capable of withstanding
substantial foot traffic without sustaining significant physical impacts. It is likely that
visitors would tolerate relatively high numbers of interpersonal encounters on this
accessible trail on the periphery of the BRW near Camp Sagamore, a major tourist
destination. Parking for 10 cars would be sufficient to accommodate anticipated use
levels, which would not exceed the capacity of the trail to withstand use. 

There has been confusion among the public about the availability of Sagamore Lake for
public boating use. The lake has a good fishery and is open to the public for
nonmotorized boating. A short path beginning near the north entrance of the Sagamore
Lake trail affords access to the lake for the launching of canoes and kayaks. The point
where the path enters the water presents some difficult footing that could be improved
with the placement of one or two large rocks with flat surfaces. Presently there are no
signs identifying the waterway access site.
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Approximately one mile long and a third of a mile wide, it is likely that this 166-acre
Sagamore Lake could accommodate a fair number of boaters engaged in fishing or
recreational paddling without causing most visitors to experience a sense of crowding.
With the proximity of the lake to a public road and Camp Sagamore, visitor expectations
for solitude probably would not be as high as they would be on an interior pond.
However, it would be difficult to definitively establish the capacity of the lake to
withstand recreational boating use without research. Department staff and Agency staff
are currently involved in a working group with the task of developing protocols to assess
physical, social and biological carrying capacity of water bodies as required by the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Once these protocols are agreed upon, they
will be used to reassess parking lot capacities for this unit management plan. The Water
Recreation Opportunity Spectrum Users’ Guidebook (Aukerman et. al. 2004) presents a
scientific approach to the management of recreation on lakes, ponds and rivers.
According to the handbook, “the overarching goal of WROS is to provide planners and
managers with a framework and procedure for making better decisions for conserving a
spectrum of high quality and diverse water recreation opportunities.” The handbook
describes a spectrum of six classifications, from urban to primitive, in terms of
appropriate activities, settings, experiences and benefits. It lays out procedures for
planning and management, including excerpts from the report, Visitor Capacity on Public
Lands and Waters: Making Better Decisions (Haas 2002) regarding the establishment of
boating capacity. A table reflecting a number of sources of information gives a series of
“reasonable boating capacity coefficients,” defined as “the number of water surface acres
adequate for each recreational boat in a particular WROS class.” Using the table to make
a preliminary determination of the boating capacity of Sagamore Lake, and classifying
the lake in the “rural developed” WROS class, the reasonable boating capacity
coefficient would range from 20 to 50 acres per boat, giving the lake a maximum
capacity of eight boats. Assuming that an average of two to four boats would originate
from Camp Sagamore (Sagamore caretaker Bob Heinsler, personal communication),
public parking for eight four vehicles would accommodate appropriate maximum public
use levels. Research would be valuable in determining the relationship between visitor
expectations and satisfaction once parking and information improvements have been
implemented.

The total parking capacity of 14 cars needed during spring, summer and fall–10 for hikers
of the Sagamore Lake trail and eight four for Sagamore Lake boaters–would partly be
provided at the five-car parking area beside the spur road (assuming one accessible
parking space and four standard spaces), with the other nine finding space in the large
parking area within the MRPWF across from Sagamore’s main entrance. The large
parking area can accommodate up to 50 cars and serves a number of destinations. Parking
capacity for six vehicles is needed to serve those interested in hiking or biking Mohegan
Lake Road, Bear Pond Road, or other trails in the MRPWF, as well as those who wish to
canoe or fish Mohegan Lake. Therefore, parking capacity for a total of 18 15 vehicles is
required to accommodate Forest Preserve visitors. The rest of the area is available for use
by Sagamore visitors. The use of the large parking area by Sagamore tour and special
event participants is permitted to help maintain the historic atmosphere of the Sagamore
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grounds. The level and timing of the use of the large parking area by Sagamore guests
has not significantly interfered with public use. 

The parking areas near Sagamore have not been plowed in recent years. To provide
access to the Sagamore Lake trail for skiing and snowshoeing, the 6-car parking area on
the spur road should be plowed.

The Moose River Plains Wild Forest Unit Management Plan will assess the potential for
additional public parking and improvements to the parking design and management of
the existing parking area utilized by Camp Sagamore.

ACTIONS

• Maintain the parking area off the spur road to the back entrance of Camp
Sagamore as the Sagamore Lake trailhead. Maintain it as a class II trailhead with
a capacity for five cars, including one accessible space. Delineate the parking area
with small boulders. Install a trailhead sign approximately one and one-half by
two feet with “Blue Ridge Wilderness” in a banner at the top and the wording,
“Sagamore Lake Trailhead” in two-to three-inch letters, printed on both sides.
Install small signs with the wording, “Sagamore Lake Trail and Canoe Launch”,
one at the parking area and one at the beginning of the trail. Install a Storey
register near the north entrance of the Sagamore Lake trail with a map and
information indicating local trails, boating access and the borders of the Sagamore
safety zone. This area will continue to be used as it has historically been used and
will be re-assessed as part of the evaluation of parking and carrying capacity as
outlined in this UMP.

• Delineate the large parking area across from the main entrance to Camp
Sagamore with boulders. Install a wood railing in the center of the parking area to
indicate proper parking orientation. Communicate parking information to the
public through the installation of signs and through personal contact by
Department and Sagamore staff.

• Install a Storey register at the large parking area across from the main entrance to
Camp Sagamore with a map and information indicating local parking, trails,
boating access and the borders of the Sagamore safety zone.

• Move the boulder barrier at the north entrance of the Sagamore Lake trail back to
within about 40 feet of the edge of the spur road, leaving room to allow road
maintenance vehicles to turn around. Leave room for the passage of wheelchairs.
Install a “No Parking” sign.

• Install a guideboard near the trail entrance giving distances to the Big Slope trail,
Crossover trail and the distance of the complete loop.

• Place one or two large native rocks in the water at the foot of the Sagamore Lake
waterway access path to improve footing for launching boats.

• Install appropriate educational signage at the canoe launch to mitigate or prevent
the spread of non-native or invasive plants.

• Plow the five-car parking area off the spur road for winter trail access.
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Death Brook Falls Trailhead 

The Death Brook Falls trailhead is located on the southeast side of Route 28, 9.6 miles
west of the Blue Mountain Lake intersection of Routes 28 and 30. There is not a
developed parking area, though visitors may park in a long, narrow clearing adjacent to
the southeast shoulder of the highway. Starting about 60 feet southwest of the beginning
of the trail, there is space for six to eight cars to park end-to-end. The grassy surface is
not ideal for parking, in that there is a significant pitch downward away from the
highway. The parking area appears to be within the highway right-of-way. There is a pipe
gate at the entrance to the trail, the first part of which is a road affording access to the
septic system for the Golden Beach Campground. There are no signs at the trailhead, and
there is no trail register. 

The existing unmarked trail to Death Brook Falls provides access for those interested in
walking to the falls, occasional campers, and hunters penetrating beyond the falls to the
interior. A former road branching off the trail before the falls heads southwestward for
some distance. It appears to be fairly regularly used, probably mostly for day hunting
access during big game season. The trail to the falls is seldom used in winter. After the
trail has been marked, levels of use, probably mostly in the form of day use by those
walking to enjoy the view of the falls, is likely to increase significantly. The firm, level
surface, with a bridge over the wet area near the end of the trail, would be able to
withstand substantial use without sustaining significant physical impacts. It is not likely
that visitors to a scenic destination reached by a short, easy trail adjacent to a major
highway would expect a high level of solitude. However, because visitors would be
confined to a limited area at the end of the trail, they could experience a sense of
crowding when sharing the site with relatively few other parties. Crowding could inspire
people to disperse in pursuit of privacy, possibly leading to an expansion of areas
subjected to trampled vegetation and soil disturbance. Therefore, parking capacity should
be limited to discourage excessive simultaneous use. Signs asking visitors to stick to the
trail and to respect the natural character of the area should be installed near the beginning
of the trail.

A parking area designed to accommodate six cars, including one accessible space, would
allow 12 to 18 people to be on the trail or at the falls at one time. The parking area would
be amply sufficient for the limited amount of camping expected to originate from the
trail, and the season of big game hunting use would correspond with decreased visitation
to the falls. Winter use would be expected to be light, seldom requiring room for more
than two or three cars. The Department should work with DOT to construct a paved
parking area of the desired capacity.

ACTIONS

• Maintain the Death Brook Falls trailhead as a class II trailhead. Install an
accessible Storey register near the beginning of the trail. Include a map and
messages to educate visitors about the need to stick to the trail and protect the
area of the falls by not walking beyond the end of the trail.
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• Work with DOT to construct a paved parking area at the Death Brook Falls
trailhead having a capacity of six cars, including one accessible space, to
accommodate appropriate levels of day use and camping by hikers and hunters.

• Install a sign at the parking area approximately one and one-half by two feet with
“Blue Ridge Wilderness” in a banner at the top and the wording, “Death Brook
Falls Trailhead” in two-to three-inch letters, printed on both sides. Install a
guideboard giving the distance to the falls on a tree close to the trail entrance.

Slim Pond Trailhead 

The Slim Pond trailhead is located on the south side of Route 28, 8.3 miles west of the
intersection of Routes 28 and 30 in the hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake. There is an
unpaved parking area adjacent to the highway approximately 150 feet long and 25 feet
wide in the center. Because the width of the parking area tapers toward both ends, most
people park parallel to the highway, limiting parking capacity to eight or ten vehicles.
The parking area appears to be within the highway right-of-way. No barrier separates the
parking area from the trail, but illegal motor vehicle use does not appear to occur. A
former road entering the wilderness from the west end of the parking area is blocked with
boulders. There are no signs at the trailhead, and there is no trail register. 

The existing unmarked trail to Slim Pond provides access to the pond for fishing and
camping. It is used by hikers and provides access to the interior during hunting season.
The parking area is plowed in winter. Winter use is low. After it has been marked, levels
of all uses are likely to increase. To reduce the potential impacts of increased use and
preserve a sense of discovery for visitors, it is proposed that the parking area not be
improved, and the trail not be advertised through the posting of signs or the installation of
a trail register at locations that are visible from the highway. A parking area designed to
accommodate six cars would accommodate up to three camping parties and three day-use
parties at one time, a use level that would afford significant opportunities for solitude
along the trails and at interior tent sites from the start of fishing season in spring through
big game hunting season. Winter use would be expected to be light, seldom requiring
room for more than two or three cars. The existing capacity of the parking area is slightly
larger than necessary. However, because it is expected that use levels seldom will exceed
six cars, it is not considered necessary to reduce the capacity of the parking area at this
time. 

ACTIONS

• Maintain the Slim Pond trailhead as a class II trailhead. Install a standard trail
register 200 to 300 feet down the trail.

• Work with DOT to maintain the Slim Pond trailhead parking area in its present
unpaved condition without expanding it.

• Do not install a trailhead sign. Install a guideboard giving the distance to the pond
on a tree close to the trail entrance, but not visible from the highway.

•
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Sprague Pond Trailhead 

The Sprague Pond trailhead is located on Cedar River Road 4.3 miles west of Route
28/30. There is no developed parking, but a small pulloff on the north side of the road
west of the beginning of the trail can accommodate two or three cars, and another pulloff
on the south side of the road east of the trail can hold four or five cars. They usually are
not plowed in winter. The pulloffs appear to be within the highway right-of-way. There is
a pipe gate at the beginning of the trail. The gate is nonconforming and should be
replaced with a boulder barrier designed with sufficient space for the passage of
wheelchairs. There is a short foot trail spur on the east side of the gate. There are no signs
at the trailhead, and there is no trail register.

The existing unmarked trail to Sprague Pond provides access to the pond for fishing and
camping. Because the trail is short and the fishing is good, the pond is a popular fishing
destination. Levels of all uses are likely to increase after the trail has been marked. With
the pond less than a half-mile from a public road and, therefore, fairly close to the edge of
the wilderness, it is assumed that visitor expectations for solitude would not be as high as
they would be on a pond situated farther from a highway. However, it would be difficult
to definitively establish the capacity of the pond to withstand recreational boating use
without research. Department staff and Agency staff are currently involved in a working
group with the task of developing protocols to assess physical, social and biological
carrying capacity of water bodies as required by the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan. Once these protocols are agreed upon, they will be used to reassess parking lot
capacities for this unit management plan. A parking area designed to accommodate six
cars would accommodate up to two camping parties and four day-use parties at one time.
With the decline of fishing pressure from spring into summer and fall, it is unlikely that
hiking use would increase to the point where additional parking would be required. Some
winter skiing and snowshoeing would occur, though few people would be likely to travel
far to ski a trail less than a half-mile long. Therefore, total parking capacity needed for
anticipated use is six cars. Research would be valuable in determining the relationship
between visitor expectations and satisfaction once parking improvements have been
implemented.

Because it is proposed that the trail be improved to make it more accessible for people
with disabilities, the parking area should include one accessible parking space. The
parking area should be constructed on the same side of the road as the trail, so that people
with disabilities would not be required to cross the road. The size of the parking area to
be constructed should be smaller than needed capacity in consideration of the availability
of parking space in the pulloff across the road. Though there is ample room for overflow
parking along the road, even outside the established pulloffs, it is not expected that use
levels will grow within the next five years to the point where it will be necessary to limit
interior access through the limitation of parking.
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ACTIONS

• Construct a parking area on the north side of Cedar River Road west of the
Sprague Pond trail to accommodate four cars, including one accessible space.
Provide an accessible path from the parking area to the trail by working with the
town to harden the road shoulder.

• Maintain the Sprague Pond trailhead as a class II trailhead. Install an accessible
standard trail register 200 to 300 feet down the trail.

• Replace the pipe gate at the head of the trail with a boulder barrier designed to
leave sufficient space for the passage of wheelchairs.

• Install a sign at the parking area approximately one and one-half by two feet with
“Blue Ridge Wilderness” in a banner at the top and the wording, “Sprague Pond
Trailhead” in two-to three-inch letters, printed on both sides. Install a guideboard
giving the distance to the pond on a tree close to the trail entrance.

TRAILHEADS FOR NEW TRAILS TO BE CONSTRUCTED

The following discussion of the trailhead for the Wakely Mountain trail, Cellar Pond also
is included in the MRPWF UMP. It is presented here to provide a complete picture of the
issues affecting the BRW and WMPA.

Wakely Mountain Trailhead - Cellar Pond Route 

It is proposed that a new trail to the summit of Wakely Mountain be constructed. The first
part of the trail would follow an existing road to Cellar Pond, which leaves Limekiln
Lake-Cedar River Road at a point 3.5 miles west of the Cedar River entrance to the
Moose River Plains Wild Forest. There is a parking pulloff on the north side of Limekiln
Lake-Cedar River Road, west of the Cellar Pond road, that can fit three cars. Because the
Cellar Pond road climbs along the side of Cellar Mountain, there are few level areas
adjacent to the road that are suitable for the construction of a parking area. The best
location appears to be approximately 300 feet north of Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road,
where there is some level ground.

When the new trail is constructed, there will be two routes to the summit available to
visitors. Though it is possible that the new trail, with its shorter and more gradual ascent,
would become the main trail to the summit, it is not possible to predict use patterns
accurately. Since a decision to close the existing trail would only be made if supported by
an assessment of use, impacts and public opinion to be conducted three years after trail
construction, the new trailhead should be designed with the assumption that the existing
trail could remain open. 

The parking area should be designed to accommodate the variety of uses in all seasons
considered appropriate within the capacity of the area to withstand use. Assuming that
more than half the people who would climb to the summit of Wakely Mountain would
take the Cellar Pond route, it is estimated that during the next five years up to 12 parties
per day would park at the new parking area. Most, though not all the parties would
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occupy the parking area at one time. In addition, it is proposed that the trail to Cellar
Mountain remain open to mountain bicycles and horses. But because of the limited length
of the trail to the pond and the many other parking options for bikers and equestrians
exploring the trails in the MRPWF, parking demand is expected to be low. The parking
area also would be used by those seeking access to the interior of the MRPWF and BRW
for hunting. However, because the numbers of people hiking to the summit of Wakely
Mountain would normally decline significantly in late fall, when the regular big game
season begins, additional parking capacity would not be required. The parking area
would not be used in winter, because Cedar River Road is not plowed beyond a
snowmobile parking area located 7.5 miles before the trailhead. 

To accommodate expected day use hiking from spring through fall and hunting during
the big game hunting season, along with occasional use by bikers and equestrians, the
parking area should be designed to accommodate 12 cars, including one accessible
parking space. The existing three-car pulloff on Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road should
be maintained for additional overflow parking. Parking capacity needs should be
reassessed once all management proposals affecting the area have been implemented and
new use patterns have become established.

ACTIONS

• Construct a parking area on the former road to Cellar Pond, about 300 feet north
of Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road to accommodate 12 cars, including one
accessible parking space. (MRPWF). Maintain it as a class II trailhead.

• Install a Storey register at the north edge of the parking area near the trail. Include
a map and messages in the display area including regulations and
recommendations from the Leave No Trace program.

• Install a boulder barrier across the trail at the edge of the parking area.
• Install a sign on the north side of Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road approximately

one and one-half by two feet with “Wakely Mt. Primitive Area” in a banner at the
top and the wording, “Wakely Mountain Trailhead, Cellar Pond Route” in two-to
three-inch letters, printed on both sides. Install a guideboard giving distances to
Cellar Pond and the summit of Wakely Mountain near the register.

• Reassess parking capacity needs after all management proposals affecting the area
have been implemented and new use patterns have become established.

OTHER PARKING AREAS

South Inlet Waterway Access Site 

There are two large parking areas, one on each side of Route 28 just to the east of the
bridge that crosses South Inlet. They probably are within the highway right-of-way. The
parking area on the north side, which is paved, is about 200 feet long and 20 feet deep,
tapering to the road eastward. It is plowed in winter. On the south side an unpaved pulloff
is somewhat more than 100 feet long and 20 feet deep, again tapering eastward. It is not
plowed. Since most people park parallel to the highway, the capacity of parking area on
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the north is about 10 cars, and there is room for about six cars on the south side. There is
a path leading from the southern pulloff to the shore of South Inlet, where there is a
waterway access site for the hand-launching of boats. Depending on the location of the
highway right-of-way boundary, the launch site is either within the right-of-way or the
BRW. Trees along the path are effective in preventing the launching of trailered boats.
Though the path appears to be regularly used by those who launch canoes and kayaks, the
path surface is fairly stable, and evidence of erosion is minimal. The launch site is not
identified with a roadside sign.

Those who launch small boats from the waterway access site on South Inlet may paddle
upstream, occasionally as far as the Cascades, also known as South Inlet Falls, and
downstream into Raquette Lake. Impacts to soils and vegetation along the southeast
shore of South Inlet, which forms the boundary of the BRW, are almost entirely lacking.
There are some impacts of use in the vicinity of the Cascades, which is a fairly popular
destination for boaters. However, though the numbers of boaters who launch from the
Route 28 site are not known, it is thought that most boating use and attendant impacts on
South Inlet originate from Raquette Lake. The path provides the only direct access to the
river. Because the impacts from the small, mostly nonmotorized boats that enter from the
site appear to be minimal, it is expected that the moderate increase in use that could result
from the installation of a sign identifying the opportunity for canoe and kayak access
would not result in a significant increase in the impacts of boating use.

Along with those who launch boats from the waterway access site, the parking areas are
used by anglers who fish along the shore near the bridge and by highway travelers
interested in stopping for views of the river and Raquette Lake. There is ample evidence
along the shore near the waterway access site that a privy is needed. 

Near the waterway access site, an unmarked path heading southward parallels the shore
of South Inlet along the foot of a knoll through a stand of large red and white pine.
Though there is a small clearing with a fire ring on the top of the knoll, it appears that the
area is seldom used for camping.

ACTIONS

• Near the waterway access site, install a sign measuring approximately one and
one-half by two feet with the wording, “South Inlet Canoe and Kayak Access” in
two-to three-inch letters, printed on both sides.

• Install a privy in a location near the river access path but not visible from Route
28.

• Monitor the southern parking area and the waterway access site for evidence of
soil erosion and sedimentation in South Inlet. Work with DOT to take appropriate
preventive actions, such as the application of bark chips, ditching and
revegetation.

• Install appropriate educational signage at the waterway access site to mitigate or
prevent the spread of non-native or invasive plants.
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Former Gravel Pit, Cedar River Road 

A former gravel pit on the north side of Cedar River Road, approximately 1.9 miles west
of its intersection with Route 28/30, was last used in 1997, when a TRP was issued
allowing the Hamilton County Highway Department to stockpile gravel for a Cedar River
Road maintenance project. After the project was completed, the access road was blocked
with boulders, leaving room for three vehicles to park during big game hunting season.
Recently a boulder was moved, and motor vehicles have been driving into the area. Two
or three camping permits per year have been issued during big game hunting season for
parties with camping trailers. Target shooting is in evidence in the northwest corner of
the pit, and debris has been left on site. The debris should be removed, the area planted to
a variety of native trees, and the barrier restored and modified to provide off-road parking
space for three vehicles. The parking area will servea tent site to be designated between
100 and 150 feet of Cedar River Road, as well as day-use hunting access to the interior.

ACTIONS

• Remove debris from the target shooting area. 
• Plant a variety of native tree species in a natural pattern where necessary to

supplement natural revegetation throughout the area affected by mining.
• Restore the existing boulder barrier and modify it to define a parking area that can

accommodate three vehicles during big game hunting season.
• Designate one tent site traditionally used near the southwest corner of the clearing

that is within 150 feet of Cedar River Road. 

SIGNS

Present Conditions and Assumptions

Along the highways of the Adirondack Park, Department signs indicate the entrances to
the park and the locations of Forest Preserve lands, trailheads and trails. These brown
wooden signs with yellow lettering have come to symbolize the Adirondack and Catskill
Parks. Combined with detailed maps of the Forest Preserve, roadside signs are helpful to
highway travelers. In addition, the Department produces and posts a great variety of signs
that give Forest Preserve visitors information about regulations and resource conditions,
recommendations about safety and minimizing use impacts, and directions and distances
to destinations. Signs are posted at trailheads, along boundaries and at interior locations.
To maintain a consistent look to the Forest Preserve, dimensions, materials, colors, and
wording of Department signs should be standardized. 

Though some signs are necessary, in wilderness they are kept to a minimum to maintain
the natural character of wilderness lands and waters. In general, informational and
regulatory signs are posted at access points near unit boundaries rather than in the
interior. Interior signing largely is limited to guideboards at trail junctions and signs
about fishing and camping regulations. Most signs in the BRW and WMPA are posted by
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the Divisions of Lands and Forests and Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources. Some
trailheads and sections of the wilderness boundary are not well identified. Where it
exists, trailhead signing is limited to small guideboards, or “Trail To” signs, affixed to
posts or trees. The wording of guideboards is not discernible to highway travelers. There
are trail registers along some trails. They are intended to collect information, though they
convey little information to visitors beyond emergency telephone numbers. Sign theft and
vandalism is an occasional problem near wilderness boundaries.

Objectives

• Design and locate signs and trail markers in accordance with a unified system
developed for all Forest Preserve lands.

• Bring current signing into compliance with wilderness standards i.e., made of
rustic materials and limited in number (APSLMP, 2001, Page 22).

• At selected trailheads, provide informational access to trails with basic maps and
descriptions of trail characteristics. Otherwise, generally provide signs needed for
visitor safety and resource protection rather than for the convenience of visitors.
Use the minimum number of signs necessary to achieve this objective.

• Minimize regulatory signs at interior locations in favor of signs posted at
trailheads or access points. Provide detailed regulatory information to visitors
before they enter the unit in brochures and maps or by other appropriate means.

• Create signs that carry positive messages. Rather than simply citing a regulation,
a sign should explain the reasons behind the message. 

Actions

• Coordinate the design, wording and placement of all signs through the area
manager.

• Prioritize trails to be assessed for accessibility and provide appropriate
information at trailheads.

• Give the name of the Forest Preserve management unit, along with its
classification, in all roadside directional signs and trailhead identification signs. 

• Prohibit the placement of new memorial trail signs or plaques of any kind in the
unit, except in conformance with existing policy. Pursue the relocation of existing
memorial signs and structures off Forest Preserve lands. Should memorial signs
or structures be found, pursue their removal from Forest Preserve lands. 

• Post loon protection advisory signs at the Sprague Pond and Sagamore Lake.
trailheads, and at trailheads leading to other waters where loons may be found to
breed.

• Post standard Forest Preserve boundary signs indicating the classification of the
land being identified every one-tenth mile along all highways that pass through or
adjacent to the lands of the unit and at other strategic locations, such as points on
trails where they pass from private onto Forest Preserve lands.

• Post signs at trail junctions, showing directions with arrows, with wording
reduced to the minimum necessary.
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• Eliminate sign clutter. Cluster signs on a single sign post or bulletin board placed
where they are most likely to be seen by visitors.

• In general, except for guideboards at trail intersections, place informational signs
on the periphery of the unit rather than in the interior. Post signs at interior
locations only where necessary to protect important resources.

• Promptly replace all signs removed through vandalism or other causes.
• Update and maintain the sign inventory annually.

BARRIERS

Present Conditions and Assumptions

A number of former roads entering the BRW from various points around its periphery
have been blocked to prevent the passage of motor vehicles. Other roads have not been
blocked. Though illegal motor vehicle use is not a major issue in the BRW, instances
occasionally have been observed by staff and reported by members of the public. The
APSLMP requires that nonconforming roads be blocked “by logs, boulders or similar
means other than gates” (APSLMP, p. 24). Therefore, barriers must be placed on roads
not presently blocked, and existing pipe gates must be replaced with barriers of
appropriate design.

Under some circumstances barriers are needed on trails. A barrier on a trail may consist
of a line of boulders to deter illegal motor vehicle use or piles of brush, tree plantings or
appropriate structures to direct or prevent the passage of trail users.

Objectives

• Install and maintain barriers at the wilderness boundary on all nonconforming
roads to prevent motor vehicle use within the BRW and WMPA.

• Construct barriers of natural boulders large enough to prevent unauthorized
removal. In each barrier associated with a marked trail, leave a space 36 inches
wide in the center to allow the passage of wheelchairs while preventing the
passage of motor vehicles. In situating boulders, leave room for parking where
appropriate.

• Replace existing pipe gates with boulder barriers.

Actions

• Install a boulder barrier near the beginning of the winter road to South Inlet Falls
at Route 28, leaving room for the parking of two cars before the barrier.

• Retain the pipe gate on the access road to the Golden Beach Campground septic
system as long as the system remains active. Modify the gate location to permit
the passage of people in wheelchairs. Should the septic system be moved to
another location, replace the gate with a boulder barrier.
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• After the refuse along the trail to Death Brook Falls has been removed, install a
boulder barrier on the trail at the south edge of the clearing for the Golden Beach
Campground septic system. Monitor use impacts and consider the installation of a
suitable barrier of natural materials denoting the end of the trail at the foot of the
falls to discourage visitors from climbing to the top of the falls.

• Restore the existing boulder barrier at the entrance to the former gravel pit on
Cedar River Road east of Fletcher Pond and modify it to define a parking area
that can accommodate three vehicles during big game hunting season. 

• Replace the pipe gate at the beginning of the trail to Sprague Pond with a boulder
barrier. Leave no room for parking before the barrier.

• After the NP Trail is relocated, close the trail segment north of the land formerly
owned by McCane by installing a barrier of brush and woody debris on both ends.

• With permission from the adjacent landowner, install a boulder barrier at the
wilderness boundary on the trail to Dishrag Pond. Leave no room for parking
before the barrier.

• Install a boulder barrier at the wilderness boundary where the access road from
private lands enters the forestry gift lands between Sugarloaf and Metcalf
Mountains. Leave no room for parking before the barrier.

• Install a boulder barrier on the Gould road near the Cedar River Road beyond the
parking area to be constructed.(MRPWF). 

• Install boulder barriers at the beginning of each of three spur roads that enter the
BRW from the Gould road in the Moose River Plains Wild Forest. Leave no room
for parking before the barrier.

• Install a boulder barrier at the point where the existing trail to Wakely Mountain
leaves the parking area (MRPWF).

• Install a boulder barrier at the point where the trail to Cellar Pond leaves the
parking area to be constructed. (MRPWF).

• Mount and maintain posters with the wording, “No Motor Vehicles Allowed
Beyond This Point” and “No Bicycles” at each barrier location, except in the
MRPWF where bicycles are allowed. 

• Monitor all existing barriers and repair them as soon as damage is detected.

PRIMITIVE TENT SITES

Present Conditions and Assumptions

The APSLMP defines a primitive tent site as “a designated tent site of an undeveloped
character providing space for not more than three tents, which may have an associated pit
privy and fire ring, designed to accommodate a maximum of eight people on a temporary
or transient basis, and located so as to accommodate the need for shelter in a manner least
intrusive on the surrounding environment.” The APSLMP also provides, “Any new,
reconstructed or relocated lean-tos or primitive tent sites planned for shorelines of lakes,
ponds, rivers or major streams will be located so as to be reasonably screened from view
from the waterbody . . .” Primitive tent sites must be “. . . out of sight and sound and
generally one-quarter mile from any other primitive tent site or lean-to.” Tent sites may
not be located above an elevation of 3,500 feet, except that “where physical and
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biological conditions are favorable, individual unit management plans may permit the
establishment, on a site-specific basis, of primitive tent sites between 3,500 and 4,000
feet in elevation.”

Within the BRW, camping use is relatively low and has not led to the proliferation of tent
sites. A total of 25 tent sites within the unit have been identified (see Appendix 9).
Though the inventory of sites along roads, trails and bodies of water is considered nearly
complete, some tent sites in the interior have yet to be included. Except for Sprague
Pond, where several tent sites in inappropriate locations have become established by use1,
there are only one or two campsites, including lean-tos, on most of the waters in the unit.
There are few places where existing tent sites show signs of excessive use. Most conform
with separation distance guidelines. Outside of shoreline areas, there are a number of tent
sites that have been used often enough, mostly during big game hunting season, to show
evidence of use and warrant inventory and monitoring. However, none appears to require
immediate action to reduce impacts, other than the occasional instance of long-term
personal property storage. For the most part, the locations and conditions of existing tent
sites are compatible with APSLMP wilderness guidelines.

Popular camping destination within the unit include Cascade, Stephens and Wilson
Ponds. Each has a lean-to, and there is a need on all three to find a suitable location for
one additional tent site that conforms with APSLMP guidelines. On Cascade Pond there
are two tent sites close together in an open area close to the lean-to. The sites do not meet
separation distance requirements. It may be possible to locate a tent site on the east side
of the pond, now reached by an unmarked path. Since the lean-to also needs to be
relocated, the ultimate locations of the lean-to and additional tent site must await
additional reconnaissance. On Stephens Pond, the possibility of locating a tent site on a
small peninsula on the west side of the pond should be investigated. It appears that it may
be difficult to find a suitable location for a tent site in addition to the lean-to on Wilson
Pond.

As in most areas of the Forest Preserve, the primitive tent sites within the BRW have
become established through use rather than through deliberate placement and
construction by the Department. The sites which are most often used and show the
greatest impacts of use are those located along the shores of the unit’s ponds. These sites
are included in prescriptive management zone 1 where, because of the attractiveness of
the sites, the impacts of use are expected to be higher than at lesser-used interior sites. A
number of additional sites used primarily during the big game hunting season are
scattered throughout the unit at more or less remote locations not associated with ponds.
These sites are situated within zone 2. 

According to regulation 6NYCRR §190.3(b), “Camping is prohibited within 150 feet of
any road, trail, spring, stream, pond or other body of water except at camping areas
designated by the department.” Therefore, the only sites within 150 feet of roads, trails or
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water that are approved for use by the Department are those designated by “Camp Here”
disks. The regulation allows managers to designate sites near attractive camping
destinations such as ponds and lakes that are situated to meet APSLMP separation
distance and screening requirements and to minimize soil erosion and vegetation impacts.
However, because the regulation does not restrict camping that occurs “at large,” or more
than 150 feet from roads, trails and water, it is possible that parties camping at large
could pitch their tents closer to other parties than the APSLMP-mandated separation
distances. At-large camping that occurs repeatedly in the same location can result in the
development of sites having levels of soil compaction, vegetation impacts and sanitation
problems that warrant management action. Though the freedom to travel and camp at will
is an important characteristic of the wilderness experience, interior tent sites–those within
zone 2–chosen by visitors often enough to exhibit visible signs of use should become part
of the unit’s inventory of primitive tent sites and should be monitored and managed to
minimize impacts just as primitive tent sites close to roads, trails and water. Forest
rangers should only issue a camping permit for a specific location and should require that
a party requesting a camping permit for an interior site provide GPS coordinates or an
accurate map location before a permit is issued.

Loons nest on Sprague Pond, and may nest on Sagamore Lake. Tent sites should not be
located where their use may disturb nesting loons.

The only places within the BRW above an elevation of 3,500 feet are on Wakely and
Metcalf Mountains and a very small area on the eastern end of Blue Ridge. Most of the
WMPA exceeds that elevation. Because of the uniformly dense spruce-fir forest, camping
has not occurred in the areas within the unit above 3,500 feet, with the possible exception
of the clearing on the summit of Wakely Mountain. The summit is not an appropriate
camping location, and the existing regulation prohibiting camping within 150 feet of
trails is sufficient to allow the prohibition to be enforced.

Objectives

• Provide primitive tent sites for public use in compliance with APSLMP
wilderness guidelines to afford opportunities for wilderness camping in desirable
locations. Consider all tent sites established through repeated use to be primitive
tent sites subject to APSLMP guidelines.

• Emphasize opportunities for solitude and the protection of natural resources in the
selection of numbers and locations of tent sites.

• Manage resource impacts at tent sites in accordance with the desired conditions
established for zones 1 and 2.

Actions

• Provide the following numbers of primitive tent sites at the following primary
camping destinations. Designate or close and relocate tent sites to desirable
locations that comply with APSLMP guidelines to achieve the target number of
sites at each destination. Close and restore tent sites adjacent to lean-tos.
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• Sagamore Lake - 2
• Slim Pond - 1
• Bear Pond - 1
• Wilson Pond - 1 (in addition to the lean-to)
• Cascade Pond - 1 (in addition to the lean-to)
• Stephens Pond - 1 (in addition to the lean-to)
• Sprague Pond - 2

• Do not designate any primitive tent sites within the unit above an elevation of
3,500 feet.

• Adopt a regulation limiting the capacity of tent sites to eight people.
• Designate one tent site in the former gravel pit on Cedar River Road 1.9 miles

west of Route 28/30. Designate the site at least 100 feet from the road.
• Develop LAC indicators and standards for tent sites in the BRW and WMPA.
• Complete the inventory of primitive tent sites in zone 1 and conduct a detailed

inventory of chosen LAC indicators and APSLMP compliance characteristics for
all primitive tent sites in zone 1. When the inventory of tent sites within zone 1
has been completed, conduct an inventory of tent sites within zone 2.

• Issue camping permits only for specific locations. Require every party requesting
a camping permit to provide GIS coordinates or an accurate map location of the
tent site to be occupied as a condition of the issuance of the permit. 

• Analyze inventory information in relation to LAC standards and APSLMP
guidelines.

• Take appropriate actions when and where necessary to keep LAC standards from
being exceeded, and close, restore and relocate tent sites that do not conform with
APSLMP guidelines.

• Direct the public to appropriate tent site locations by providing information in
publications and at trailheads.

• Reinventory primitive tent sites every 5 years.

LEAN-TOS

Present Conditions and Assumptions

In the nineteenth century, after a long day’s excursion through woods and over water,
Adirondack guides provided shelter for their tired city clients in more or less temporary
structures of wood poles and bark known as lean-tos. More substantial and longer lasting
designs that evolved from the original forms were adopted by the Department’s
predecessor agencies and built throughout the Forest Preserve. For many years, lean-tos
answered a genuine need to provide shelter for backcountry travelers. Often they were
built immediately adjacent to trails and close to water and firewood sources. They were
sometimes clustered in scenic areas to accommodate increased visitor demand and to
facilitate maintenance. Many were attended with stone fireplaces, pit privies and picnic
tables. Now that lightweight tents are widely available and affordable, lean-tos are no
longer essential as shelter for wilderness travelers. However, because they offer relatively



Section 4 – Proposed Management Actions

Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
Unit Management Plan - August 2006210

large areas for groups to congregate out of the weather, many visitors prefer them to
tents. Others point out the importance of maintaining lean-tos for their value as historic
Adirondack icons. 

The APSLMP acknowledges lean-tos as conforming structures in wilderness. It also
provides, “Any new, reconstructed or relocated lean-tos or primitive tent sites planned for
shorelines of lakes, ponds, rivers or major streams will be located so as to be reasonably
screened from view from the waterbody . . .” and “Any such lean-tos will be set back a
minimum of 100 feet from the mean high water mark of lakes, ponds, rivers or major
streams.” Lean-tos are not permitted above an elevation of 3,500 feet. Primitive tent sites
must be “. . . out of sight and sound and generally one-quarter mile from any other
primitive tent site or lean-to.” Lean-to clusters, defined as groupings of more than two
lean-tos within sight or sound of each other and generally separated by a distance of less
than one-quarter mile, are prohibited.

There are three lean-tos in the BRW: one each at Wilson, Cascade and Stephens Ponds.
The Cascade lean-to was built in 1958, the one at Wilson Pond in 1967. The Stephens
Pond lean-to, first built in 1925, was reconstructed at a new location more than 100 feet
from shore in 1991. Use levels at all three sites has been relatively low, and few impacts
of use are evident in the vicinity of the lean-tos. Tent sites have become established near
the Wilson Pond and Stephens Pond lean-tos. They should be relocated to conform with
APSLMP guidelines for separation distances between tent sites and lean-tos. The
Stephens Pond lean-to is more than 100 feet from the shore of the pond. The Wilson
Pond lean-to is approximately 60 feet from shore. However, it is situated in a dense stand
of spruce and fir, which keep it very well screened from the pond. The Cascade Pond
lean-to is 40 feet from the pond’s shore. It is in need of major rehabilitation work.
Though it is well-screened from the pond, it should be relocated to conform with setback
distance guidelines. Because there would be no view of the lake through the dense stand
of balsam fir behind the lean-to’s present location, the possible advantages of moving the
lean-to to another part of the pond should be investigated. 

Major management goals for the BRW are to preserve its relatively undeveloped
character and emphasize solitude as a major component of the recreational environment.
The construction of additional lean-tos in the unit could work against these goals.
However, after the NPT is relocated, 12 to 14 miles of trail will separate the Carry and
Stephens Pond lean-tos. Traditionally, a lean-to has been placed every six to eight miles
along the trail. Therefore, the construction of a lean-to between the Gould road and
Brown’s Brook to serve through-hikers will be considered. APSLMP guidelines
prohibiting the construction of lean-tos above 3,500 feet prevent consideration of lean-tos
within the WMPA.

Objectives

• Construct no new lean-tos in the BRW and WMPA, except that one lean-to may
be constructed along the new route of the NPT.

• Relocate existing lean-tos in the BRW if necessary to conform with the APSLMP.
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Actions

• Construct lean-tos according to the traditional Department design with
dimensions that will accommodate no more than eight people. Construct roofs
using dark brown architectural shingles. Apply best management practices in
lean-to construction and reconstruction.

• Limit the capacity of all lean-to sites, including associated tent camping, to eight
people.

• Construct a new lean-to along the new route of the relocated NPT at a suitable
location between the Gould road and Browns Brook.

• Relocate the Cascade Pond lean-to to a site that conforms with APSLMP
guidelines and, if possible, has an attractive view of the pond. 

• When the Wilson Pond lean-to requires major rehabilitation, relocate it to a site
that conforms with APSLMP guidelines and, if possible, has an attractive view of
the pond.

• Maintain the Stephens Pond lean-to in its present location.
• In addition to APSLMP guidelines regarding setback and separation distances,

situate all relocated lean-tos at least 100 feet from trails where feasible.
• Communicate changes in lean-to locations to the public through the media,

information and education programs, trailhead messages and personal contact.
• Remove all existing fireplaces from lean-to sites. Replace fireplaces with fire

rings.
• Develop LAC indicators and standards for lean-to sites in the BRW.
• Conduct a detailed inventory of chosen LAC indicators for all lean-to sites. 
• Analyze inventory information in relation to LAC standards.
• Take appropriate actions when and where necessary to keep LAC standards from

being exceeded.
• Reinventory lean-to sites every 5 years.

SANITATION

Present Conditions and Assumptions

Wilderness areas must be managed to preserve natural conditions and minimize human
influence. Improper waste disposal by wilderness visitors can pollute soils and water,
interfering with natural processes and affecting visitor health and safety. The appearance
of food and drink containers, broken glass, food scraps and human waste can severely
degrade the quality of the recreational experience for visitors.

In regularly visited places, such as trailheads, tent sites and mountain summits, proper
refuse and human waste disposal is of critical importance. Popular tent sites are areas of
major concern. Most overnight use is concentrated around lakes, ponds and streams. As
use near water increases, so does the potential for impacts to soil and water quality.
Soaps, shampoos, and other man-made substances can affect the delicate chemical and
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biological balance of soils and water. Visitors may contract diseases such as giardiasis by
drinking water contaminated with human and animal wastes. The cleanup of broken glass
and refuse is time-consuming and expensive, posing a safety risk to Department staff and
volunteers. 

In general, the problems of backcountry waste disposal in the Forest Preserve have been
substantially curtailed through public cooperation with the “carry it in, carry it out”
campaign for litter removal. Use levels in the BRW and WMPA are relatively low, and
waste disposal problems are limited and localized. However, the Department should
monitor areas of concentrated use and take actions to address problems as they arise.

The Department installs pit privies at locations where use levels are observed or expected
to be high enough that the practice of burying waste in dispersed, individually selected
locations would not succeed in protecting the environment. A standard privy is a totally
enclosed wood structure with a roof and a door. A wilderness privy is a wood box
without sides, a roof or a door. At locations below an elevation of approximately 3,500
feet, above which cool, wet and shallow soils inhibit decomposition, pit privies can be
effective in minimizing health risks and water contamination if they are properly located
and maintained. The APSLMP requires that all pit privies be located a minimum distance
of 150 feet from water (APSLMP, 2001, page 21). 

In the BRW, there is a privy at each of the three lean-tos, along with two in unusable
condition at the summit of Wakely Mountain. Additional privies should be installed
where relatively high use can be expected to result from new trail proposals or at other
locations where disposal problems have been observed. To minimize visual impacts,
accessible wilderness privies will be installed at all privy locations within the BRW and
WMPA, except at locations where natural screening is not adequate to afford sufficient
privacy for users.
 

Objective

• Minimize the adverse effects of the improper disposal of refuse and human waste
on the wilderness environment.

Actions

• Educate visitors about the principles of the Leave No Trace program, stressing the
need for proper disposal of refuse and human waste and for the proper treatment
of drinking water.

• Prohibit by regulation the use of glass containers, any soap or detergent, or the
disposal of food scraps in any waters.

• Designate tent sites in locations conducive to proper human waste disposal, such
as locations where soils are deep and well-drained.

• Install privies at suitable locations where public use monitoring indicates that they
are needed.
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• Install accessible wilderness privies at all privy locations within the BRW and
WMPA except at locations where natural screening is not adequate to afford
sufficient privacy for users.

• Replace the privy near the observer’s cabin at the summit of Wakely Mountain
with a new one at a location screened from the summit clearing. Remove the
privy near the fire tower.

• Install an accessible privy near the South Inlet waterway access site on the south
side of Route 28. Locate the privy where it will not be visible from the highway.

• Install an accessible privy near the end of the trail to Death Brook Falls.

CAMPFIRES

Present Conditions and Assumptions

From the time when Europeans first penetrated the Adirondack wilderness to the present
day, campfires have been a central part of the camping experience. While increasing
numbers of wilderness visitors now carry portable stoves and no longer need campfires
for cooking, the campfire remains an important social focus. 

At every established tent site and lean-to in the BRW and WMPA there is evidence of the
use of fire, including fire rings with blackened rocks, charcoal, hacked trees, partially
burned garbage and melted glass. Occasionally fires are built in parking lots, in the
middle of trails, inside lean-tos and along the shorelines of lakes and ponds. However, in
proportion with the relatively low levels of public use, the ecological and visual impacts
of fire within the BRW and WMPA have been relatively minor.

According to 6 NYCRR §190.1(a), which applies to most State lands managed by the
Department, including the BRW and WMPA, “No fires are permitted except for cooking,
warmth or smudge. No fire shall be lit until all flammable material has been removed
from its perimeter as is necessary to prevent its spread. No fires shall be left unattended
until extinguished.” 6NYCRR §190.1 (c) provides, “No wood, except from dead and
down trees or from supplies furnished by the department, shall be used for fuel.” There is
no regulation prohibiting campfires from any location within the BRW and WMPA.

The direct physical impacts of campfires usually are limited to the relatively small areas
inside fire rings. However, the activity of gathering firewood can greatly increase the
area of disturbance around tent sites and lean-tos. Areas disturbed by firewood gathering
can be 10 to 20 times larger than the devegetated zones at tent sites. Campfires consume
wood which otherwise would serve as habitat for a variety of organisms until it
decomposed, replenishing soil nutrients. Once all available dead and down wood near
popular tent sites is consumed, visitors sometimes resort to the cutting of live and
standing dead trees, or snags, which are important habitats for many mammals, cavity-
nesting birds and insects. They break limbs off standing trees, adding to the visual
impacts of firewood gathering activity. Unburned refuse left in fire rings attracts wildlife
in search of food and leads to increased contact between people and wildlife, notably
bears. 



Section 4 – Proposed Management Actions

Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
Unit Management Plan - August 2006214

The most significant disturbance that may result from the building of campfires is
wildfire. Campfires left unextinguished occasionally spread beneath the ground surface
through undecomposed organic matter, or duff, and can ignite surface fuels. An example
is a site on the southeast shore of Sprague Pond. To reduce the incidence of wildfires, as
well as the impacts of fuel gathering, Department staff routinely advocate the use of
portable gas stoves. The Department occasionally has exercised its legal authority to ban
campfires during periods of extreme fire danger. APSLMP wilderness guidelines permit
the installation of a cement slab beneath a fire ring situated in a fire-sensitive location. At
campsites with deep duff layers, the risk of fire can be reduced by digging out the organic
material, filling with mineral soil, and ringing the area with local rocks. However,
because the area of mineral soil can be covered by leaves and the rocks can be moved,
fire rings constructed in this way may not be as easily maintained as concrete slabs
whose surfaces are slightly higher than ground level and therefore remain visible. No fire
rings with concrete slabs have been constructed in the BRW or WMPA. There are
fireplaces at the Cascade Pond and Wilson Pond lean-tos. Because the installation of
fireplaces does not comply with APSLMP wilderness guidelines, the fireplaces should be
replaced with fire rings.

Objective

• Minimize the visual and ecological effects of the use of campfires in the BRW
and WMPA.

Actions

• Educate visitors to the BRW and WMPA about the principles of the Leave No
Trace program that pertain to the use of fire. In outreach efforts, stress proper fire
use in appropriate locations, encourage greater use of portable gas stoves, and
explain the rationale for avoiding the use of campfires. 

• Monitor trailheads, trails, lean-tos, tent sites and the shorelines of ponds, lakes
and streams and document levels of ecological and visual impacts where campfire
use is evident. Take measures targeted to reduce impacts in areas where the levels
of impact have approached the limits of acceptable change.

• At all designated tent sites and lean-tos, create fire rings in suitable locations by
digging out the duff layer, filling with mineral soil and placing large rocks firmly
set into the soil. In areas with deep duff layers where monitoring shows this
method not to be effective, construct fire rings with concrete slabs. 

• Promulgate a regulation prohibiting campfires within 150 feet of roads, trails, and
the shores of lakes, ponds, rivers, streams and wetlands, except at lean-tos or
designated tent sites.
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CULTURAL RESOURCES - SAGAMORE RUINS

Introduction

The sites of a number of structural ruins and the system of carriage roads that were part
of the original estate of Camp Sagamore now are within the BRW (Table 8). Little
remains of most of the ruins but foundations. However, because of their substantial
construction, the valvehouse and powerhouse of the former hydroelectric system are
largely intact. Most of the dam on South Inlet also is in place, though it is breached. The
hydroelectric ruins are nonconforming uses in wilderness. As components of the original
Sagamore estate, they are included in Sagamore’s designation as a National Historic
Landmark, as well as its listing on the National and State Registers of Historic Places.
They are considered vital to the educational mission of Sagamore Institute. Various State
laws direct State agencies to protect historic and archaeological sites and structures. In
coming to a decision about the disposition of the Sagamore ruins, the Department
analyzed a number of alternatives.

Background

William West Durant constructed Camp Sagamore in 1895-1897. Durant sold the camp
and its 1,526-acre estate to Alfred Vanderbilt in 1901. Vanderbilt greatly expanded the
camp complex and, in 1915, constructed a self-contained hydroelectric system for
Sagamore. The Sagamore hydroelectric complex consisted of a concrete dam on South
Inlet, located approximately one-quarter mile downstream from Sagamore Road; a stone-
lined raceway leading to a 9-foot by 12-foot valvehouse, which controlled the flow of
water to the powerhouse; a wood penstock used as a water conduit between the
valvehouse and the powerhouse; a 26-foot by 33-foot powerhouse, or generator plant,
approximately 1,100 feet downstream from the dam; and transmission lines from the
powerhouse to the former transformer house on the Sagamore campus.

In 1975 the State of New York acquired all the original 1,526-acre Sagamore estate
except the eight acres encompassing the main camp complex, which was purchased by
Sagamore Institute. Eleven service buildings and the ruins of a number of other structures
that once were part of Sagamore, including the dam on South Inlet, the valvehouse,
powerhouse and connecting raceways and penstock, became part of the Forest Preserve.
Through an amendment to Article XIV of the New York State Constitution adopted in
1983, 10 acres including the service buildings was transferred from Forest Preserve to
Sagamore Institute. The ruins of the other structures and the system of carriage roads that
linked the camp with the surrounding lands of the estate remained in the Forest Preserve. 

On May 16, 2000, all the original 1,526-acre estate was included in the designation of
Great Camp Sagamore as a National Historic Landmark. The designation encompasses
the main camp complex owned by Sagamore Institute as well as the part of the estate
now within the Forest Preserve, including the ruins of the outlying buildings. Of these
most have been reduced to conditions that vary from barely discernible modifications of
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the natural ground surface to foundations. The most substantial are the components of the
former hydroelectric system.

The concrete dam on South Inlet has been breached, and the depth of water impounded
by it is minimal. It does not elevate the water level enough to permit surface water flows
into the valvehouse. The dam has stabilized in a position not likely to give way and allow
a sudden increase in downstream flow. The small valvehouse is made of brick and
reinforced concrete and appears very sound and stable. The door has been removed and
the valve hardware is visible and intact inside a deep shaft below ground level. There is
no floor next to the doorway, and the vertical drop poses a safety hazard for potential
visitors, though no accidents have been reported. The powerhouse also is made of brick
and reinforced concrete and appears to be structurally unaltered. It also appears very
sound and stable. The two turbines inside appear to be intact, but the two generators and
control panel have been vandalized and their parts are strewn across the floor. The
windows of the powerhouse are broken, and trees, ferns and herbs are established in
forest detritus on the concrete roof. The steel shutters that cover the windows are
operable, as are the steel entry doors. The wood penstock originally running from the
valvehouse to the powerhouse has almost entirely rotted away, leaving only the hundreds
of steel hoops that held the penstock together in a trench that it once occupied.
Subsurface water flow appears to be established below this trench and a small amount of
water flows through the turbines and along the raceway from the outlet of the
powerhouse to the river. The turbine seals have failed and a constant trickle of water runs
across the floor of the powerhouse. The power line leading to the Sagamore campus is
not visible, but may be buried in the forest floor. Insulators may remain on the standing
and fallen trees on which the line was hung.

The dam and valvehouse are located approximately one-quarter mile from Sagamore
Road. The powerhouse is about one-half mile from the road. The structures are not
visible from any distant vantage point. From the river, the dam and valvehouse are
visible, but the powerhouse is fairly well screened by vegetation. Vegetation screens all
the ruins from the nearby Powerhouse trail. The trail, a former Sagamore carriage road, is
lightly used, mostly by guests of Sagamore and tour groups led by Sagamore’s
interpretive staff. 

The mission of the not-for-profit Sagamore Institute is largely focused on interpreting
Sagamore in the context of surrounding Forest Preserve lands. Because much of the
original Sagamore estate now lies within the BRW, many of Sagamore’s interpretive
activities include visits to sites within the BRW. According to Michael Wilson, Associate
Director of Sagamore Institute, the interpretation of history at Sagamore is shaped by an
essentially ecological mission on behalf of “nature, people, and their critical
interdependence.” Sagamore’s architecture and social history are presented in relation to
their wilderness setting. 

The larger design of Sagamore’s interpretation focuses on the changing relations between
culture and nature, asking guests to consider issues of sustainability in light of historical
change. Based upon geological, botanical, wildlife, and photographic surveys of the
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Sagamore Lake and farm meadow trails, Sagamore’s interpretation of ecological history
treats natural succession and human intervention as intertwined episodes. This approach,
according to Wilson, is intended to explain interdependence and to demonstrate the
meaning of the qualifying language in the APSLMP, showing how a designated
wilderness “appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the
imprint of man’s work substantially unnoticeable.” According to Sagamore staff, the
reactions of their guests have taught them that the decaying ruins of Sagamore’s historic
structures are powerful object lessons in this interpretation. Contradicting the illusion of
an ahistorical, enduring nature that stands in independent opposition to human culture,
ruins incorporate biological resilience within historical process, enabling people to
reconsider the human role in natural processes with skepticism and humility. As opposed
to interpretive signage, ruins can invoke the recognition that biological cycles operate on
larger scales and over far longer chronologies than our market economy can
accommodate, and that sustainable living turns upon reconciling the differences. 

Management Guidelines

Future management of the BRW must conform with all applicable laws, regulations and
policies. This section will summarize the parts of the APSLMP, the Environmental
Conservation Law, the Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law and appurtenant
regulations, and the Education Law that apply to the treatment of historic resources
within wilderness areas in the Adirondack Forest Preserve.

The APSLMP provides a number of pertinent guidelines. On page 10 of the printed
version of the 2001 update, in the section, “Unit Management Plan Development,” the
APSLMP provides that unit management plans will set forth objectives to address such
issues as: 

“. . . the preservation and management of special interest areas such as . . .
historic areas or structures.”

On page 18, a non-conforming use is defined as:

“A structure, improvement or human use or activity existing, constructed
or conducted on or in relation to land within a given classification that
does not comply with the guidelines for such classification specified in the
master plan.”

On page 20, wilderness is defined:

“A wilderness area, in contrast with those areas where man and his own
works dominate the landscape, is an area where the earth and its
community of life are untrammeled by man--where man himself is a
visitor who does not remain. A wilderness area is further defined to mean
an area of state land or water having a primeval character, without
significant improvement or permanent human habitation, which is
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protected and managed so as to preserve, enhance and restore, where
necessary, its natural conditions, and which (1) generally appears to have
been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the imprint of man's
work substantially unnoticeable; (2) has outstanding opportunities for
solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation; (3) has at least
ten thousand acres of contiguous land and water or is of sufficient size and
character as to make practicable its preservation and use in an unimpaired
condition; and (4) may also contain ecological, geological or other
features of scientific, educational, scenic or historical value.”

Basic guidelines for wilderness include the following:

“No additions or expansions of non-conforming uses will be permitted;

Any remaining non-conforming uses that were not removed by the
December 31, 1975 deadline provided for in the original version of the
master plan will be removed by march 31, 1987;

Non-conforming uses resulting from newly-classified wilderness areas
will be removed as rapidly as possible and in any case by the end of the
third year following classification.”

On page 21, included in the list of structures and improvements that “will be considered
as conforming to wilderness standards and their maintenance, rehabilitation and
construction permitted:”

“Existing dams on established impoundments, except that, in the
reconstruction or rehabilitation of such dams, natural materials will be
used wherever possible and no new dams will be constructed.”

On page 23, in the section, “Motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft,” the
APSLMP provides:

“2. Administrative personnel will not use motor vehicles, motorized
equipment or aircraft for day-to-day administration, maintenance or
research.

3. Use of motorized equipment or aircraft, but not motor vehicles, by
administrative personnel may be permitted for a specific major
administrative, maintenance, rehabilitation, or construction project if that
project involves conforming structures or improvements, or the removal
on non-conforming structures or improvements, upon the written approval
of the Commissioner of Environmental Conservation.”
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On page 50, the APSLMP sets forth special management guidelines and gives examples
of parcels of land that may require special management to reflect unusual resource or
public use factors, including:

“. . . historic buildings, structures or sites not part of a designated historic 
area . . .”

The Environmental Conservation Law sets forth the authority and responsibilities of the
Department for the management of Forest Preserve lands. §3-0301 and §9-0105 prescribe
the general powers and duties of the Department. Article 41 sets forth certain powers and
duties of the Department within the Adirondack and Catskill Parks. Department authority
specifically related to historic structures and improvements is provided in §9-0109 4.

§9-0109 4 of the ECL provides that, 

“Historic structures and improvements which are located within the
Adirondack and Catskill parks and owned by the state prior to the
effective date of this section [June 21, 1983] and which existed prior to
acquisition by the state may be maintained provided that:

a. The commissioner of parks, recreation and historic preservation finds that
such structures and improvements are listed or are eligible to be listed on
the state register of historic places pursuant to subdivision one of section
14.07 of the parks, recreation and historic preservation law; and 

b. The commissioner finds that such structures and improvements can be
maintained for public enjoyment and understanding of the forest preserve
or for departmental activities necessary in protecting forest preserve lands
in the parks in a manner that will not disturb the existing degree of wild
forest character of land on which the pre-existing structures or
improvements are located or the wild forest character of land adjacent
thereto; and 

c. Such maintenance is in accordance with reasonable regulation of the forest
preserve in the Adirondack and Catskill parks consistent with article
fourteen of the state constitution.

The recording provisions of section sixty-three of the public buildings law
shall apply if such structures and improvements are not maintained or are
substantially altered or demolished.”

Article 14 of the Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law sets forth the
responsibilities of State agencies with regard to historic preservation. 

§14.01 provides, in part:
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“The legislature determines that the historical, archeological, architectural
and cultural heritage of the state is among the most important
environmental assets of the state and that it should be preserved.” 

§14.05 provides, in part:

“1. The commissioner [of OPRHP] shall continue and advance a statewide
historic preservation program which shall include:

(a) Surveying and inventorying historic places and properties for
nomination to the national register and state register of historic
places; and
(b) Continuing planning activities to foster the preservation and
management of historic properties as living parts of our
communities and the effective representation of historic
preservation in state environmental planning activities . . .”

§14.07 sets forth the law pertaining to the State register of historic places, inventory of
historic property, and a statewide comprehensive historic preservation plan.

§14.09 sets forth the requirements of State agencies with regard to activities affecting
historic or cultural property.

Code of Federal Regulations Title 36, Chapter I, §60.1 (b) provides that properties
designated as National Historic Landmarks automatically are listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

9NYCRR §427.1 provides that,

“All historic places within the State listed on or nominated by the
commissioner for inclusion on the National Register shall be listed on the
State Register.”

§233.4 of the Education Law provides, in part, that 

“. . . no person shall appropriate, excavate, injure or destroy any object of
archaeological and paleontological interest, situated on or under lands
owned by the state of New York, without the written permission of the
commissioner of education.”

§233.5 authorizes State agencies to issue permits “for the examination, excavation or
gathering of archaeological and paleontological objects upon the lands under their
respective jurisdictions . . . to persons authorized by the commissioner of education . . .”
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Alternatives

The planning team analyzed several alternatives by weighing their advantages and
disadvantages with regard to legal, cultural, educational, environmental and financial
considerations. The analysis of alternatives is presented in Appendix 15.

Objectives

• Retain the Sagamore ruins, subject to the free operation of the forces of nature, as
important cultural resources for their value in interpreting the historical context of
the creation and evolution of the Forest Preserve. Leave the valvehouse and
powerhouse open for public viewing.

• Minimize public use impacts to the Sagamore ruins.
• Protect the public from undue safety hazards posed by the existence of the

Sagamore ruins in an unmaintained condition.

Actions

• Consult with OPRHP before taking any action that could affect historic resources
within the BRW and WMPA. 

• Secure the valvehouse by installing a wood wall approximately four feet high in
the bottom of the doorway.

• Secure the doors and window shutters in a fully-open position to maintain safe
access and permit natural light to enter the powerhouse.

• Rearrange and secure the unattached pieces of hardware lying on the floor inside
the powerhouse to the minimum extent necessary to protect the public from an
undue risk of injury.

• Inspect the steel hoops remaining from the penstock and take the minimum action
necessary to protect the public from an undue risk of injury.

• Assess the safety issues of all other ruins and take the minimum action necessary
to protect the public from an undue risk of injury. Consult with APA before
taking action.

• Encourage methods of interpretation that do not involve the installation of signs
or displays in or near the sites of the Sagamore ruins.
PUBLIC USE

Present Conditions and Assumptions

The Adirondack wilderness system consists of an array of management units which vary
widely in their levels of public recreational use. Areas such as the High Peaks
Wilderness, with its concentration of alpine summits, and the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness,
where an extensive trail system connects numerous brook trout ponds, attract relatively
large numbers of visitors. Other areas, such as the BRW, because they lack spectacular
scenery or extensive trail development, remain relatively unknown to the general public.
The range of public use levels generally reflects differences among wilderness areas in
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the characteristics that attract public use. Though managers are charged with the
responsibility of minimizing the impacts of use and affording outstanding opportunities
for the recreational experience of solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of
recreation in all wilderness areas, they do not rigidly apply a single standard of solitude
across the board. The degree of solitude chosen as a management objective for a
particular wilderness area or a specific zone within the area should reflect its
characteristics and historic use patterns while remaining within the bounds of wilderness
management guidelines. In general, wilderness areas where visitors may experience a
relatively high degree of solitude should be managed to retain current conditions, rather
than to allow use levels to increase until the degree of available solitude approaches the
limits of acceptability.

The levels of public use in the BRW and WMPA are relatively low. Except for a few
destinations near the periphery of the unit, the degree of solitude experienced by most of
the those who hike, camp, hunt and fish within the unit throughout the year is high. In
zone 1, the area within 500 feet of marked trails and their destinations, public use impacts
on natural resources are relatively low, and the availability of opportunities for solitude is
relatively high. In zone 2, comprising all areas outside zone 1, public use impacts on
natural resources are very low, and the availability of solitude is very high. A major goal
of the management of the unit should be to maintain the relatively low levels of use
impacts on natural resource and the high degree of solitude available to visitors, in
accordance with the objectives established for zones 1 and 2. 

The goals of maintaining naturalness and solitude should not be defined as the complete
absence of impacts to natural resources and encounters with other people. Public use
causes observable effects on vegetation and soils, even at very low levels. Some level of
natural resource impact must be accepted if the goal of providing opportunities for
wilderness recreation is to be realized. Also, if solitude in a wilderness setting is to have
value, it must be available to be experienced. The experience of solitude is not
necessarily dependent on a total absence of encounters with other people.

In devising management strategies, it is tempting to consider measures to popularize
lesser-used wilderness areas in an effort to divert use from more heavily-used areas.
However, it is possible that such an effort would have the effect of increasing use and
reducing the quality of the recreational environment in areas presently not sustaining high
use while having little effect in reducing visitor numbers in high use areas. Therefore,
public information efforts should be carefully crafted to promote the management
objectives for individual wilderness areas rather than simply to promote recreational use
in lesser-used areas. 

Though group size is not yet a major issue in the BRW and WMPA, it is a major issue in
many other wilderness areas. Many visitors consider large groups inappropriate and
undesirable in wilderness. When, by their sheer size, large groups displace small groups,
they degrade the recreational experience of those who are displaced. Aside from
behavioral factors, the potential for a group to cause impacts varies with group size and
the type of activity being pursued. Groups larger than eight people have been
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documented to cause greater impacts to certain environmental and sociological resources
than smaller groups (Cole, 1987, 1989, Hendee, 1990, and USDA Forest Service, 1994).
Although use levels within the unit generally are low and large group use represents a
small proportion of total users, large groups are acknowledged to cause a
disproportionately large amount of impact when compared to smaller parties. 

Regardless of activity or whether engaged in day use or extended overnight stays, large
groups in wilderness areas commonly create congestion problems at trailheads, on trails,
at rock and ice climbing sites and on mountain summits. They are associated with higher
noise levels. It is very difficult to control and confine large groups in vulnerable
locations, such as mountain summits or riparian areas. Often large groups from one
organization asked to split into several smaller groups will rejoin at interior locations.
The rate of unacceptable change to a particular resource can be accelerated by the
occupancy of a site by large groups over short periods of time. 

Large camping groups require greater tent site space and often clear areas to
accommodate additional tents, store equipment, or make room to eat and congregate.
Because large groups cooking with wood fires generally consume greater amounts of
firewood, they extend firewood gathering areas. The areas of large-group impacts tend to
be larger than the areas affected by smaller groups, extending well beyond tent site
boundaries. Department regional practice currently limits camping group size in
wilderness areas to 12 people. Forest rangers issue the permits and are given the authority
to lower this ceiling depending on tent site suitability, time of desired use and location.
Though few groups large enough to require camping permits enter the BRW, the limit of
12 has been maintained in the unit. The numbers of large groups may increase as
regulations restricting group size in other Adirondack wilderness areas are implemented. 

Many wilderness managers agree with Cole (1996) that greater attention should be given
to the management of day users and the problems they create. There are no restrictions
limiting day use within the BRW and WMPA. Day use groups exceeding 20 people are
rare in the unit. However, as with camping groups, the numbers of large day-use groups
may increase with the implementation of group size restrictions in other units.

An action that would be effective in reducing the impacts of large groups in wilderness
would be to direct them to wild forest or intensive use areas, or to private lands. The
simplest and most effective way to address the impacts of large groups is to limit group
size. Selecting a group size limit for a specific activity requires judgement; there is no
formula for calculating a perfect number for every situation. Research indicates that the
size of a group in wilderness should be low–ideally four to six, but definitely less than 10
to be effective in reducing environmental and sociological impacts (Cole, and others,
1987). Though the impacts of large groups in the BRW and WMPA are minimal at
present, the adoption of consistent wilderness-wide group size regulations would
preclude the transfer of large groups to this and other lesser-used units, as regulations
periodically are adopted for other wilderness areas where the impacts caused by large
group use have already exceeded acceptable limits.
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Traveling in a large group is one type of activity considered inappropriate in wilderness.
Other activities that do not require a wilderness setting include competitive events and
military training. Though participants in these activities seek and benefit from a natural
environment, they usually are not dependent on wilderness, which is managed primarily
to preserve natural conditions and provide opportunities for recreation characterized by a
high degree of solitude. Those who intend to engage in activities not considered
wilderness-dependent should be directed to other areas.

The number of pets, particularly dogs, brought into the backcountry is increasing. In
wilderness areas, dogs are encountered on trails, in tent sites, along shorelines and at
summits. Some dogs are well controlled, others are not. The Department receives
complaints of barking dogs, dog fights, dog bites to people and other dogs, threatening
actions as dogs establish territories in and around tent sites, summit trampling by
unleashed dogs, fecal contamination of water resources, conflicts with bears and
harassment of deer and other wildlife. In general, the numbers of dogs in the BRW and
WMPA reflect the relatively low public use levels within the unit.

In 1976, 6NYCRR section 59.1 was adopted, prohibiting hunting and trapping within a
described area of approximately 100 acres around Camp Sagamore (see Appendix 11).
The area was established partly to protect a small tame deer herd, but mostly as a safety
zone around the camp complex with the purpose of supporting the viability of Sagamore
as a self-sustaining historic preservation and educational enterprise. Deer feeding ceased
long ago, so there is no longer a tame deer herd to protect. However, Camp Sagamore
continues to attract visitors for tours and a diverse offering of educational and
recreational programs. Therefore, the conditions that constituted the main purpose for the
establishment of the safety zone remain in place. 

Objectives

• Manage visitor use to keep impacts on natural resources, the experiences of
visitors and adjacent lands at acceptable levels consistent with the wilderness
guidelines of the APSLMP and desired conditions established for zones 1 and 2.

• Encourage both overnight and day users to keep groups small.
• Provide fair and equitable access to tent sites and lean-tos.
• Educate visitors about the need to be self-sufficient and take a high degree of

responsibility for the environmentally-sound use of the unit and for their own
health, safety and welfare.

Actions

• Adopt a regulation limiting the maximum number of people per tent site or lean-
to site to eight as required by the APSLMP. Include in the regulation the
requirement that, when larger groups split up to meet size limits, each subgroup
be equipped as a self-sustaining group. The people in each division of a larger
group must have the ability to treat their own water, cook their own food and
carry all necessary clothing and gear to be self-sufficient. Each subgroup must
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camp and travel at least one mile apart from other divisions of the group so as not
to violate group size limits. Implement the regulation over a two year period. 

Year One: Inform the public of the impending change through an information
and education effort. 

Year Two: Enforce the regulation.

• Adopt and enforce a regulation in year one limiting the maximum number of
people per day use group to 15. Include in the regulation the requirement that,
when larger groups split up to meet size limits, each subgroup be equipped as a
self-sustaining group. Each division of a larger group must have the ability to
treat their own water, cook their own food, and carry all necessary clothing and
gear to be self-sufficient. Each subgroup must travel at least one mile apart from
other divisions of the group so as not to violate group size limits. Day use groups
must not congregate into larger groups on trails or at destination points.

• Disseminate information about group size limits through the unit's information
and education and Leave No Trace programs. Implement measures to inform
visitors about group size limits before they arrive.

• Through the unit’s information and education and Leave No Trace programs,
inform the public about the characteristics of the BRW and WMPA, management
guidelines, trip planning and appropriate behavior.

• Refer groups requiring a larger group size for day and overnight activities to
appropriate wild forest areas where a higher degree of recreational use can be
sustained and is permitted by the APSLMP.

• Adopt a regulation requiring: (1) that no dog be left unattended at any time; and
(2) that any pet be under the complete control of its owner or handler at all times.

• Adopt additional regulations designed to protect natural resources and the
recreational experiences of visitors, including regulations pertaining to campfires,
the use of audio devices, the disposal of food scraps, the use of motorized
vehicles and equipment, the marking of unofficial trails, pets, commemorative
markers, keeping food from bears, the use of glass containers, the erection of
unauthorized structures, and the storage of boats and other personal property. 

• Maintain the existing safety zone around Great Camp Sagamore. Clearly identify
the boundary on the ground by posting signs and on maps mounted on Storey
registers to be installed in the area. 

• Develop a uniform method of collecting public use information for the unit.
• Develop LAC social indicators and standards for Zone 1 to address issues such as

noncompliant behavior, conflicts between user groups and solitude.
• Contract with a researcher to conduct a visitor study to assess current social

conditions and compare them with management objectives.

ACCESS

General Access
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PRESENT CONDITIONS AND ASSUMPTIONS

In general, public access to the BRW and WMPA is excellent. A number of trails enter
the unit from several points around its periphery. There are miles of frontage on public
highways. During big game hunting season, hunters enter the unit from a number of
points on Route 28, walking along former roads that are not marked and maintained as
public trails. Though there is excellent access to the boundaries of the unit, use levels and
use impacts generally have been relatively low. Access to the interior by marked trails is
limited. The trailless character of the interior should be maintained to preserve its value
as a natural plant and animal community and to provide a recreational environment
characterized by a high degree of challenge and significant opportunities for solitude.
The marking of some existing unmarked trails along the periphery of the unit would
improve recreational access without significantly affecting the wild character of the
unit’s interior.

Public access along a forest road between Cedar River Road and lands of the BRW
between Sugarloaf and Metcalf Mountains is provided through deeded easement across
private lands. The easement makes no mention of the use of the lands encumbered by the
easement for public parking. The access road will connect with the new route of the NP
Trail. The Department should educate lessees and post and maintain appropriate signs
and markers on the access road to inform the public that it is open to foot travel. The
establishment of a small parking area should be investigated. 

The deed to a private parcel surrounding Crystal Lake (Hamilton County liber 139, page
423) includes the provision that the land was granted “subject to a right-of-way 10 feet
wide along the easterly boundary line of Prospect Point, Inc. extending in a southerly
direction to lands of the State of New York, said right-of-way to be used as a foot trail
only, for access to and from lands of the State of New York . . .” Research is needed to
determine the status and location of the trail right-of-way.

The part of the NP Trail heading north across private lands from the former McCane’s
Resort on Cedar River Road provides access to Stephens Pond from the south. The
present owner has closed the trail to all but through-hikers. Visitors will be able to reach
Stephens Pond on the trail from the Lake Durant Campground or the Cascade Pond trail.

The road to private lands surrounding Lake Kora is the boundary between the BRW and
the MRPWF for about a mile from the existing gate. It is not clear to the public that
public foot travel is permitted along the road between the gate and the private land
boundary. Measures to inform the public about appropriate access will be proposed in the
MRPWF UMP.

South Inlet is an avenue of motorboat access to the Cascades, also known as South Inlet
Falls. The falls is a popular destination for people who travel in motorboats and jet skis
from Raquette Lake, as well as those paddling in canoes and kayaks both from Raquette
Lake and the waterway access site on Route 28. There is no regulation prohibiting
motorboat use on South Inlet. The boundary between the BRW and MRPWF where it
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crosses South Inlet is not visible on the ground. It is estimated to be from 500 to 1,000
feet downstream from the falls. Day use of the area surrounding the falls occasionally is
significant, and Sagamore staff report occasionally removing litter left by boaters.
However, impacts to soils and vegetation are not excessive, and those who arrive by boat
seldom leave the immediate vicinity of the landing area and the Cascades. 

Section 45-2 of the Navigation Law provides, “Except as provided in section forty-five-
cc of this part, no vessel shall be operated within one hundred feet of the shore, a dock,
pier, raft, float or an anchored or moored vessel at a speed exceeding five miles per hour,
unless such vessel is being operated near such shore, dock, float, pier, raft, or anchored
vessel for the purpose of enabling a person engaged in water skiing to take off or land.”
Most of the water surface of South Inlet is within 100 feet of shore. The MRPWF UMP
proposes to publicize the applicability of this law by posting South Inlet as a “no wake”
zone from the Route 28 bridge to the Cascades. Because motorboat use to the Cascades
does not penetrate significantly beyond the wilderness boundary, and existing law limits
boat speed and engine noise, the sights and sounds of motorboats will not have a
significant impact on the wilderness environment outside the immediate area of the
Cascades. It would be possible to prevent motorboats from passing the point where the
wilderness boundary crosses the water through regulation and posting. However, the
benefits to the wilderness environment do not appear sufficiently significant to justify an
action to restrict motorboat access at a point not far from a traditional destination at the
natural limit of navigability. The option of directing motorboats to suitable landing sites
downstream of the wilderness boundary and constructing a trail to the falls was
investigated. Reconnaissance revealed that extensive wetlands prevent both the
establishment of a suitable landing site and the construction of a connecting trail.

OBJECTIVES

• Maintain and, where appropriate, improve present levels of legal access to the
lands of the BRW and WMPA consistent with the general goals for the
management of the BRW and WMPA. 

• Provide information to the public about access through the posting and
maintenance of appropriate signs and the dissemination of information through
Department media.

ACTIONS

• Once the proposed system of trails and trailheads has been established, assure that
trails and trailheads receive adequate maintenance. 

• Install and maintain roadside signs indicating the locations of access points
consistent with management goals and the objectives for each trailhead.

• Promote winter access by plowing parking areas. Seek assistance from State and
local government agencies and volunteers. 

• Clearly indicate the boundaries of the lands of the unit through the posting and
maintenance of wilderness boundary signs.
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• Give appropriate information about access at trailheads, in the informational
brochure for the unit and on the Department website.

• Investigate the availability of public parking in connection with the access road
that crosses private lands by deeded easement between Cedar River Road and the
lands of the BRW between Sugarloaf and Metcalf Mountains.

• Determine the status and location of a foot trail easement across private lands east
of Crystal Lake.

• Monitor the impacts of day use and camping along the shoreline of South Inlet,
with special attention to the Cascades area. 

• Monitor the effectiveness of posting South Inlet as a no-wake zone in limiting the
impacts of excessive motorboat speed. 

Access for People with Disabilities

PRESENT CONDITIONS AND ASSUMPTIONS:

Wilderness areas are managed to preserve their natural conditions, minimize human
disturbance, and offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and
unconfined type of recreation. The need to protect the wild character of the BRW and
WMPA and the difficulties presented by their generally rugged terrain set limits on the
degree of physical modification that can be made to improve their accessibility.
However, there are a number of measures that conform with the management guidelines
for wilderness that managers can take. 

Improving the accessibility of suitable trails might require limited modifications to trail
surfacing or tread width, consistent with wilderness guidelines. Parking, bridge surfaces
and approaches, privies and other parts of the built environment should be developed or
improved where necessary to ensure accessibility. Informational access could be
improved. Signs at selected trailheads could present information about trail surface type,
length, average grade, average cross slope, maximum grade and slope, trail width, and
hazards such as rocks, ruts, and roots that might be encountered on the trail. Information
about a trail also could be provided in a simple pocket guide with a map showing the trail
and the locations of obstacles. Providing information about trail characteristics would
allow visitors to make informed decisions about their ability to use the trail. 

To ensure that the Department’s management efforts would effectively meet accessibility
guidelines and recommendations while conforming with the legal and natural resource
constraints that affect the management of wilderness areas, managers should involve
experts in universal design and representatives of the community of people with
disabilities in the design and implementation of actions intended to improve accessibility.

OBJECTIVE

• Comply with ADA and use existing and proposed ADAAG in assessing existing
structures, improvements and programs and designing new ones. 
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• Increase access opportunities for people with disabilities where such development
is economically feasible, does not alter the fundamental nature of existing
programs, and is consistent with the APSLMP and other applicable laws,
regulations and policies.

ACTIONS

• Assess the unit’s trails with regard to their accessibility for people with
disabilities. Use the information gathered to provide information to visitors.
Prioritize the Cascades, Sagamore Lake, Death Brook Falls and Sprague Pond
trails.

• At the trailhead to the Cascades trail, add one accessible parking space. Modify
the boulder barrier to allow the passage of wheelchairs. 

• At Sagamore Lake, provide one accessible parking space in the new parking area
to serve the lake trail (MRPWF). Modify bridges on the trail to make them
accessible. If feasible, increase accessibility for the hand launching of boats from
the existing path on the north side of Sagamore Lake outlet. Provide an accessible
tent site along the Sagamore Lake trail if feasible. Modify boulder barriers at both
ends of the trail to permit wheelchair passage.

• At the Death Brook Falls trailhead, provide one accessible parking space. Where
needed, make minor improvements to the trail surface with hand tools, such as
minor grading to remove ruts, the removal of individual rocks or the targeted
application of limited amounts of native fill material. Construct an accessible
bridge across the wet area near the end of the trail. Modify the area near the pipe
gate at the beginning of the trail to provide space for the passage of wheelchairs.
Install an accessible privy near the end of the trail.

• At Sprague Pond, include one accessible parking space in the proposed new
parking area. Modify the proposed boulder barrier to permit the passage of
wheelchairs. Where needed, make minor improvements to the trail surface with
hand tools, such as minor grading, the removal of roots and rocks, or the targeted
application of limited amounts of native fill material. Investigate ways to increase
the accessibility of the final 200 feet of trail to the edge of the pond by addressing
obstacles, either through modification of the existing trail or relocation, in ways
that would conform with APSLMP wilderness guidelines. Implement
improvements if feasible. If feasible, increase accessibility for the hand launching
of boats at the south shore of the pond. Provide an accessible tent site if feasible.

• Incorporate accessible signage and trail registers at trailheads. 
• Identify other potential opportunities in the unit.

NONCONFORMING USES

Present Conditions and Assumptions

According to the APSLMP, a nonconforming use is “a structure, improvement or human
use or activity existing, constructed or conducted on or in relation to land within a given
classification that does not comply with the guidelines for such classification specified in
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the master plan.” The APSLMP further provides that all nonconforming uses must be
removed, and no new nonconforming uses may be permitted. There are a number of
nonconforming structures and improvements within the BRW and WMPA. 

The Wakely Mountain fire tower, observer’s cabin and helipad are within the WMPA.
The primitive area was designated in recognition of the existence of the fire tower and
associated structures. Should the fire tower no longer be needed, the APSLMP requires
that the tower and associated structures be removed and the area reclassified to become
part of the BRW.

The ruins of a number of structures once part of the original estate of Camp Sagamore
now lie within the BRW. The most substantial of the structures are the dam, valvehouse
and powerhouse of the former hydroelectric complex.

The Golden Beach Campground septic system, which is within the borders of the BRW,
was constructed in 1966 and should have been included within the campground intensive
use area. In 2004 it was discovered that the septic system required rehabilitation.
Depending upon the results of an engineering analysis and the availability of funding,
either the existing system will be upgraded or a new system constructed in a new
location.

Various structures near the intersection of the roads to Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill Kare
are not listed in the APSLMP as conforming in wilderness, including a telephone relay
and amplifier box serving the three camps, a wood fence to screen the box from the road,
a small rustic wood cabin on the east side of Mohegan Lake Road which houses an
electrical junction facility serving Uncas and Kill Kare, a keypad for operating the Kamp
Kill Kare gate, a small structure which houses a battery backup for the gate and a
delivery drop box. Some of these structures are within the BRW, and some in the
MRPWF. Though nonconforming, these structures may remain if the landowners have
legal rights to maintain them.

Objective

• Remove all nonconforming uses from the BRW and WMPA as soon as possible,
consistent with all applicable laws, regulations and policies.

Actions

• Wakely Mountain Fire Tower Structures (See alternative analysis, Appendix
16): Restore the fire tower, install a radio repeater in the cab of the tower and
leave the tower open to public access. Retain the observer cabin. Reconstruct the
helipad to maintain helicopter access to the summit for the maintenance of the
tower and the radio repeater. In order for helicopters to use the helipad, remove
trees (mostly balsam fir and red spruce two to six inches diameter at breast
height) within a 50-foot radius of the center of the helipad (0.18 acres).
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•  Sagamore Ruins (see alternative analysis, Appendix 15): Allow the ruins of
the structures and improvements within the bounds of the former Sagamore estate
to remain, subject to the forces of nature. Take the minimum action needed to
remove public safety hazards and leave the valvehouse and powerhouse open for
public viewing.

• Gould Road Spurs: Install boulder barriers across the three dead-end roads
branching off the boundary road near Wakely Pond known as the Gould road to
prevent motor vehicle use. Post signs indicating the wilderness boundary and
prohibiting motor vehicle and bicycle use. One spur road is proposed to become
part of the relocated Northville-Lake Placid trail. The other spurs will be available
for general foot access to the wilderness, but will not be marked or maintained.

• Golden Beach Campground Septic System: Depending on the results of an
engineering analysis, decide either to rehabilitate the existing system in its present
location or construct a new system outside the BRW. If the system will be
rehabilitated in place, seek to reclassify the area to become part of the
campground intensive use area. If the system will be moved, restore the site of the
existing system by removing all above-ground septic system components and
planting a mixture of native tree seedlings. Remove the gate, and move the
interior boulder barrier to the beginning of the access road. 

• Sprague Pond pipe gate: Replace the pipe gate with a boulder barrier. 
• East Inlet bridge: When the bridge over East Inlet near Sagamore Lake requires

reconstruction, replace it with a new bridge conforming with APSLMP
guidelines.

• Private Structures: Determine the legal status of the structures near the
intersection of the roads to Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill Kare. Work with the
landowners to remove nonconforming structures that may not legally be
maintained.  

WAKELY MOUNTAIN FIRE TOWER

Introduction

The Wakely Mountain fire tower and an observer cabin were constructed on the summit
of Wakely Mountain in the early twentieth century for the purpose of detecting forest
fires. A small wood helipad was constructed in the late 1960s. The WMPA was
designated when the APSLMP was adopted in 1972. At that time the lands immediately
south of the summit of the mountain, now part of the MRPWF, were privately owned. In
more recent years the Department transferred its fire detection efforts from fire towers to
contract surveillance flights. 1988 was the last year a fire observer was stationed at
Wakely Mountain. The APSLMP provides that, “Once the fire tower on Wakely
Mountain is no longer needed, this area should be made part of the Blue Ridge
Wilderness.” To determine whether all or some of the structures at the summit of Wakely
Mountain are needed, the Department analyzed a number of alternatives.



Section 4 – Proposed Management Actions

Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area
Unit Management Plan - August 2006232

Background

The staffing of fire observatories in New York State began in 1885 on Balsam Lake
Mountain, where a wooden tower was maintained by the Balsam Lake Club from 1885 to
1908. In 1909 the State began operating fire observatories, took over the Balsam tower,
and created eight new stations: Belleayre, Gore, Hunter, Hamilton, Mt. Morris, Snowy,
West (Raquette Lk.) and Whiteface. 

At 69.5 feet from the cab floor to the ground, the Wakely Mountain fire tower is the third
tallest fire tower now standing in the Adirondack Park and the fourth tallest ever built in
the Park. The original Wakely tower was constructed of wood in 1911 but replaced by
one of ten “light construction” towers purchased in 1916 from the AerMotor Company of
Chicago. These ten towers came with only a ladder running up one side to gain access to
the tower cab. This is unlike other towers purchased in 1917 and later that have original
factory stairs installed. Between 1918 and 1928 the State experimented with wooden
stairways for the original ten towers which did not hold up well and needed frequent
repairs or replacement. In 1927 AerMotor designed a steel stairway system to be installed
inside the four legs of a tower using a four-leg structure that was erected and secured to
the uppermost platform of the tower. From 1928 to 1932 each of the original ten towers
was equipped with this new stairway, including Wakely in 1930. When the permanent
stairs were installed at each tower, the lower quarter of the ladder was removed to
discourage use and, over time, most of the ladders were removed. Of the original ten
AerMotor towers, Wakely was the tallest. Only four remain standing today: Cathead,
Hadley, Wakely and Woodhull. Of these four towers only two, Hadley and Wakely, have
not be structurally altered in any way and only Wakely has three quarters of the original
ladder still attached to the tower.

The State of New York acquired the lands including the Wakely Mountain summit when
they were given to the State by Finch, Pruyn and Company in 1959. The land
immediately west, south and east of the WMPA was owned by International Paper
Company when the APSLMP classified the BRW and WMPA in 1972. The 235-acre
WMPA, situated on the southern edge of the BRW, was designated in the 1972 APSLMP
because the Wakely Mountain summit contained structures that did not conform with
wilderness guidelines: the fire tower, a cabin for the fire observer, a corridor from Cedar
River Road for a telephone line, and a helipad. 

Though the structures on the Wakely Mountain summit have not been staffed or
maintained since 1988, the tower structure appears sound, with little evidence of rust,
though it is in need of paint. Guy wires are sagging. The tower’s seven-foot by seven-
foot cab is sound with a sound roof. The wood window frames are intact but weathered,
and almost all the glass is missing. The treads of the tower’s steps are made of wood and
show some evidence of decay. The railing along the staircase is in good condition, but
wire fencing has not been added. Some of the concrete around the tower’s footings is
spalling. 
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The wooden observer cabin, constructed with a concrete block foundation, rough-sawn
siding, knotty pine paneling and oak flooring, is generally sound with a good roof and
windows. Available evidence indicates that the present cabin was constructed in 1972 or
1973 (Gary Lee, personal communication). Several articles of furniture are inside. The
windows are boarded up, but the front door stands open. Outside the building, propane
tanks remain. A picnic table and pit privy are located nearby. A second privy is near the
tower. The present cabin replaced a cabin constructed about 1920 that stood in the
clearing between the present cabin and the tower. The first cabin was built for the
original observation platform erected in 1911. 

The helipad, some distance from the tower and accessible by a short spur trail, is made of
wooden decking and uses unmilled logs as joists, posts, sills, and braces. It is only visible
from the fire tower or from the air. The entire structure has weathered and shows
evidence of significant decay. A dense growth of small balsam fir and red spruce trees
surrounds the deck, leaving a clear space only about 30 feet in diameter. A clearing at
least 100 feet in diameter is preferred for safe helicopter landing. The telephone line to
the tower appears to have been removed, but the corridor is still visible.

The MRPWF is located to the south of the BRW and WMPA and is heavily used year-
round for many activities such as car camping, hunting, canoeing, kayaking,
backpacking, mountain biking, horseback riding and snowmobiling. This heavy use
requires the attention of the Department’s administrative, maintenance, and law
enforcement personnel on a regular basis. Radio coverage in the MRPWF and BRW is
inadequate with little or no reception in some areas, especially along the Moose River
Plains Road, compromising personnel effectiveness and public safety. The Wakely
Mountain fire tower is suited for the location and installation of a two-way radio repeater
that would provide radio coverage to the MRPWF and BRW. The Department received
an FCC license to operate a repeater on Wakely Mountain several years ago in response
to a demonstrated communications need, but the repeater was not installed because of
budget shortfalls and staffing changes at the time. 

Department radio communications and law enforcement personnel tested the
effectiveness of the Wakely Mountain fire tower as a radio repeater platform by
stationing a radio operator in the tower with a portable radio and communicating with a
forest ranger as he moved through the MRPWF and BRW. The temporary portable
repeater provided coverage everywhere the ranger traveled except along a half mile
stretch of the Moose River Plains Road a few miles west of the Cedar River gate.
Simulated radio coverage using CommStudy software from RadioSoft is shown in Figure
15. This simulation shows how large holes in radio coverage in the MRPWF and the
BRW are eliminated when a radio repeater is placed on the Wakely Mountain fire tower.
The simulation indicates that the repeater would fill in some gaps in radio coverage on
the southeast side of the Blue Ridge, the west side of Buell and Panther Mountains, the
Wakely Pond and Payne Brook drainages, and the area between the West Branch of the
Moose River from the Sumner Stream junction to Little Moose Lake, including the
Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road. 
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Figure 15. Simulated Radio Coverage Without a Repeater on Wakely Mountain
(left) and With a Radio Repeater on Wakely Mountain (right)1. B is Blue Mountain
fire tower, W is Wakely Mountain fire tower, P is Pillsbury Mountain fire tower. 

1The distance from Wakely Mountain fire tower to Blue Mountain fire tower is 11.0 miles; from
Wakely to Pillsbury is 10.7 miles, from Blue to Pillsbury is 21.0 miles. Simulation resolution three
arc-seconds. Blue and Pillsbury towers have radio repeaters. Darker shades represent areas with
little or no radio coverage. Other Adirondack repeaters, including Gore, Whiteface, Cathead,
Colfax, Gomer Hill and Woodhull were not included in the simulation because they are not known
to reach into the vicinity of the Moose River Plains Road. Some areas farthest from Wakely shown
as having little or no coverage may be receiving coverage not represented here.

In August, 2003 the Wakely Mountain fire tower was listed on the New York State and
National Registers of Historic Places. The tower is associated with a history of a fire-
tower staffing culture, wildfire suppression, search and rescue operations and Forest
Preserve public relations. Many people attach a sentimental value to the tower because of
their memories of climbing the tower and meeting the fire observers. The tower is 
perceived as an icon of a receding past that some wish to share with current and future
generations.

The lands to the south of the WMPA that were privately owned when the area was
classified now are State-owned and part of the MRPWF. Had they been in State
ownership in 1972, it is possible that the structures atop Wakely Mountain would have
been incorporated into the adjacent wild forest unit, just as the Snowy Mountain and
Pillsbury Mountain towers were included in the Jessup River Wild Forest. The trail to the
Wakely summit begins at a parking area off Cedar River Road within the MRPWF about
a quarter-mile before the Cedar River entrance to that unit at Wakely Dam. All but the
last half-mile of the three-mile trail is within the MRPWF. Hence it is likely that many
people associate the trail and the fire tower with the MRPWF rather than the BRW. The
proposed new trail to the summit, which would ascend the mountain from the southwest,
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also would begin off Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road within the MRPWF and would lie
mostly within the unit. 

Though the Wakely Mountain fire tower has not been maintained since it was last staffed
for fire observation, and the Department currently does not promote it for recreational
use, the tower has not been closed to the public or modified to discourage its use as an
observation platform. Therefore, it continues to be used by the public and is valued as a
recreation destination with an open 360-degree view of the center of the Adirondack
Park. The spruce-fir forest on the Wakely Mountain summit is tall and dense enough to
obstruct almost all views, and without the tower the summit would have little potential as
a scenic vista. Many of the public comments received since the beginning of the planning
process have emphasized that the recreational value of the Wakely Mountain summit
would be eliminated if the tower were removed. Some have advocated the reclassification
of the part of the WMPA including the tower, observer cabin and helipad to include it in
the MRPWF, with the rest going to the BRW. Within the MRPWF, it is assumed, the
tower and cabin would no longer be nonconforming structures. However such an
assumption may not be compatible with APSLMP wild forest guidelines. 

With the passage of time, the status of Adirondack fire towers has evolved. Originally
erected solely for the pragmatic purpose of forest fire detection, eventually fire towers
became family hiking destinations and, as salient features of the landscape, emblems of
Adirondack history. Support has grown for the retention of fire towers as recreational
destinations and cultural resources. The Department has responded by selecting specific
towers in wild forest areas for restoration and entering into stewardship agreements with
volunteer organizations interested in assisting in restoration work and conducting
educational and interpretive activities. 

To formalize the developments in fire tower management, a number of wild forest UMPs
will include proposals to retain and restore fire towers in recognition of their recreational,
educational and historic preservation values. However these proposals, along with the
proposal to reclassify the land on which the Wakely Mountain tower stands from
primitive to wild forest, would have to be made in the context of the APSLMP. A key
wild forest guideline provides: “The educational and informational aspects of certain fire
towers should be encouraged and wherever feasible these fire towers should be retained
where consistent with their need from a fire control and communications standpoint.” In
recent years it has become clear that fire towers no longer are necessary as observation
points for fire detection. Several towers, including Wakely, remain as essential
components of a Park-wide radio communications network. But new developments in
communications technology might render tower-based radio repeater stations obsolete.
Therefore, the long-term retention of fire towers for purposes other than fire control and
communications may require a revision to the APSLMP. To assure that, in the future, the
management of State-owned fire towers within the Adirondack Park will be consistent
with all applicable laws and policies and will be informed by public opinion, the
Department should develop a comprehensive fire tower management plan.
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Management Guidelines

Future management of the WMPA must conform with the guidelines of the APSLMP.
Here are applicable guidelines from the 2001 update of the APSLMP.

On page 10 of the printed version of the 2001 update, in the section, “Unit Management
Plan Development,” the APSLMP provides that unit management plans will set forth
objectives to address such issues as: 

“. . . the preservation and management of special interest areas such as . . .
historic areas or structures.”

On page 18, a non-conforming use is defined as:

“A structure, improvement or human use or activity existing, constructed
or conducted on or in relation to land within a given classification that
does not comply with the guidelines for such classification specified in the
master plan.”

The definition of a primitive area is provided on page 26: 

“A primitive area is an area of land or water that is ether:

1. Essentially wilderness in character but, (a) contains structures,
improvements, or uses that are inconsistent with wilderness, as defined,
and whose removal, though a long term objective, cannot be provided for
by a fixed deadline, and/or, (b) contains, or is contiguous to, private lands
that are of a size and influence to prevent wilderness designation; or,

2. Of a size and character not meeting wilderness standards, but where the
fragility of the resource or other factors require wilderness management.”

Following the definition, the APSLMP provides:

“The definition recognizes two basic types of primitive areas: (i) where
the ultimate goal is clearly to upgrade the area to wilderness at some
future time, however distant, when the non-conforming uses can be
removed and/or acquisition of private tracts is accomplished, and, (ii)
where eventual wilderness classification is impossible or extremely
unlikely.

An example of the first type would be the existence of a fire tower and
associated structures and improvements (observer cabins, telephone lines,
etc.) whose precise date of removal cannot be ascertained until the new
aerial surveillance program of the Department of Environmental
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Conservation is fully implemented and communication systems
modernized.”

On page 27 in the section “Guidelines for Management and Use” under the subheading
“Basic Guidelines,” the APSLMP provides: 

“The primary primitive management guideline will be to achieve and
maintain in each designated primitive area a condition as close to
wilderness as possible, so as to perpetuate a natural plant and animal
community where man's influence is relatively unapparent.”

In the same section under the subheading “Structures and Improvements,” the APSLMP
provides:

“1. All structures and improvements that conform to wilderness
guidelines will be acceptable in primitive areas.

2. In addition, existing structures and improvements,

(a) whose removal, though anticipated, cannot be provided for
by a fixed deadline . . .”

On page 34, in the section pertaining to wild forest areas, the APSLMP provides:

“The maintenance and rehabilitation of the following structures and
improvements will be allowed to the extent essential to the administration
and/or protection of state lands or to reasonable public use thereof but new
construction will not be encouraged:

____

--  fire towers and observer cabins as set forth below; . . .”

On page 36, still within the wild forest section, the APSLMP provides:

“Fire towers

The educational and informational aspects of certain fire towers
should be encouraged and wherever feasible these fire towers should be
retained where consistent with their need from a fire control and
communications standpoint.”

On page 50, the APSLMP section, “Special Management Guidelines” includes examples
of parcels of land that may require special management to reflect unusual resource or
public use factors, including:
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“...historic buildings, structures or sites not part of a designated historic
area...”

On the same page within the same section, the APSLMP provides:

“Guidelines for Management and Use

1. In no instance will the management of any of these lands be less
restrictive than that of the major land classification in which they lie, but
more restrictive measures may be employed where desirable.”

On page 81, in Section III, Area Descriptions and Delineations, Primitive Areas, Wakely
Mountain, the APSLMP provides: 

“Once the fire tower on Wakely Mountain is no longer needed, this area
should be made part of the Blue Ridge Wilderness.” 

The Environmental Conservation Law sets forth the authority and responsibilities of the
Department for the management of Forest Preserve lands. §3-0301 and §9-0105 prescribe
the general powers and duties of the Department. Article 41 sets forth certain powers and
duties of the Department within the Adirondack and Catskill Parks. Department authority
specifically related to historic structures and improvements is provided in §9-0109 4.

§9-0109 4 of the ECL provides that, 

“Historic structures and improvements which are located within the
Adirondack and Catskill parks and owned by the state prior to the
effective date of this section [June 21, 1983] and which existed prior to
acquisition by the state may be maintained provided that:

a. The commissioner of parks, recreation and historic preservation finds that
such structures and improvements are listed or are eligible to be listed on
the state register of historic places pursuant to subdivision one of section
14.07 of the parks, recreation and historic preservation law; and 

b. The commissioner finds that such structures and improvements can be
maintained for public enjoyment and understanding of the forest preserve
or for departmental activities necessary in protecting forest preserve lands
in the parks in a manner that will not disturb the existing degree of wild
forest character of land on which the pre-existing structures or
improvements are located or the wild forest character of land adjacent
thereto; and 

c. Such maintenance is in accordance with reasonable regulation of the forest
preserve in the Adirondack and Catskill parks consistent with article
fourteen of the state constitution.
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The recording provisions of section sixty-three of the public buildings law
shall apply if such structures and improvements are not maintained or are
substantially altered or demolished.”

Article 14 of the Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law sets forth the
responsibilities of State agencies with regard to historic preservation. 

§14.01 provides, in part:

“The legislature determines that the historical, archeological, architectural
and cultural heritage of the state is among the most important
environmental assets of the state and that it should be preserved.” 

§14.05 provides, in part:

“1. The commissioner [of OPRHP] shall continue and advance a statewide
historic preservation program which shall include:

(a) Surveying and inventorying historic places and properties for
nomination to the national register and state register of historic
places; and
(b) Continuing planning activities to foster the preservation and
management of historic properties as living parts of our
communities and the effective representation of historic
preservation in state environmental planning activities; and . . .”

§14.07 sets forth the law pertaining to the State register of historic places, inventory of
historic property, and a statewide comprehensive historic preservation plan.

§14.09 sets forth the requirements of State agencies with regard to activities affecting
historic or cultural property.

Code of Federal Regulations Title 36, Chapter I, §60.1 (b) provides that properties
designated as National Historic Landmarks automatically are listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

9NYCRR §427.1 provides that,

“All historic places within the State listed on or nominated by the
commissioner for inclusion on the National Register shall be listed on the
State Register.”
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Alternatives

The planning team analyzed several alternatives by weighing their advantages and
disadvantages with regard to legal, cultural, educational and environmental
considerations. The analysis of alternatives is presented in Appendix 16.

Objectives

• Maintain the Wakely Mountain fire tower as long as it is needed for radio
communications, recreation, education and historic preservation purposes.

• Maintain the observer cabin and helipad as long as they are needed to support the
purposes for which the fire tower is maintained.

Actions

• Restore the fire tower for radio communications and public recreational access.
Conduct restoration work and install radio equipment after consultation with
OPRHP. Inspect all metal. Replace all rusted parts and paint all metal. Replace all
wood, including stairs, landings and the cab floor, with new pressure treated
lumber. Add wire fencing to the staircase. Inspect and tighten guy wires. Repair
and paint the wood window frames in the cab. Investigate the replacement of the
missing panes of glass with a durable substitute material. Consider as an
alternative used on other towers the removal of the windows and the installation
of an open steel grid. Repair concrete footings.

• Secure the observer cabin. Repair and lock the existing window shutters and the
cabin door. 

• Permit the volunteer maintenance and interpretation of the fire tower complex
through a stewardship agreement under the Adopt-A-Natural-Resource policy.
Make the fire tower and cabin available for use in the interpretation of the fire
tower complex. Allow interpretive activities and methods that are limited in scope
and subject to approval by the Department in consultation with APA. Do not
permit overnight stays in the cabin by the public or those engaged in restoration
or maintenance activities. 

• Remove the two existing privies. Install one new privy in a suitable location. 
• Remove the picnic table from the summit.
• Reconstruct the helipad of pressure-treated lumber in the same place as the

existing structure with the same dimensions–25 feet square. Cut balsam fir and
red spruce trees (all between two and six inches DBH) to create a roughly circular
clearing with a 50-foot radius from the center of the helipad. Blend the clearing
with the surrounding forest so that it does not have a sharp edge or a regular
geometric shape. Maintain the clearing through the regular and selective cutting
of spruce and fir reproduction, leaving the clearing fully vegetated with small
trees and shrubs. 

• Install a repeater system consisting of a solar-powered conventional repeater with
a transmission power of four to eight watts (Daniels Electronics Ltd. or
equivalent) mounted within a protective enclosure in the tower’s cab measuring
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approximately 40 inches by 23 inches by 17.5 inches. Install a protective
enclosure for the radio system to occupy approximately 5.5 square feet (11
percent) of the cab’s 49 square feet of floor space. Leave the rest of the cab open
for public use. Mount between two and four Deka L-16 batteries (or equivalent)
within the enclosure with the repeater. Mount a low-profile omnidirectional
antenna on a bracket located on a corner of the tower cab roof. A typical antenna
would be between five and six feet long and project approximately four feet
above the peak of the roof. Mount four BP Solar 275 75-watt solar photovoltaic
panels (or equivalent), each measuring 46.8 inches by 20.9 inches by 1.5 inches,
on the tower structure below the cab. Connect the repeater system to the ground
with a grounding wire and rod.

• Conduct work related to the installation of radio equipment, the rehabilitation of
the fire tower and observer’s cabin, the reconstruction of the helipad, and ongoing
maintenance work after August 1 and before May 15, except for emergency radio
equipment repair.

• Conduct helicopter landings after August 1 and before May 15, except in
emergencies, to minimize impacts on Bicknell’s thrush.

• Work with APA to develop a comprehensive Adirondack fire tower management
plan, addressing all State owned fire towers in the Adirondack Park, through a
process that includes public involvement. 

REGULATIONS

Current Situation and Assumptions

A principle of wilderness management is that the wilderness environment should be
protected with minimal regulation. However, some regulation is necessary to assure that
public use will conform with wilderness management guidelines. Existing regulations
relating to the public use of State lands under the jurisdiction of the Department are
found in 6NYCRR Part 190. They are effective in preventing many types of behavior that
can damage wilderness resources. However, the wilderness guidelines of the APSLMP
and some of the management proposals for the BRW and WMPA require the
promulgation of new regulations. 

In 2001 new regulations for the High Peaks Wilderness (HPW) were adopted. While
some of the regulations addressed issues specifically related to the HPW, others, such as
camping group size limitations and the prohibition of the use of motorized equipment,
were intended to implement APSLMP guidelines for all wilderness areas. Still others, not
specifically required by the APSLMP, were adopted to protect essential characteristics of
the wilderness environment. At present, public use levels and impacts in the BRW and
WMPA are much lower than they are in the HPW. However, to preclude the potential
transfer of use impacts from wilderness areas where new regulations are put in place to
those relatively free of regulation, it is prudent to adopt a consistent set of regulations for
all wilderness areas. The new regulations proposed for the BRW and WMPA constitute
the minimum level of regulation necessary to implement the guidelines of the APSLMP
and to protect resources and the experiences of visitors.
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New regulations must be adopted in accordance with the Environmental Conservation
Law, Department policies and procedures, the State Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQRA), and the APSLMP. Statutory authority for regulatory change is found in ECL
§9-0105(3), ECL §9-0105(3) and the Adirondack Park Agency Act (Executive Law §§
816.1 through 816.3). Section 816.3 of the Act directs the Department to develop rules
and regulations necessary to implement the APSLMP.

Objectives

• Adopt regulations necessary to implement the guidelines of the APSLMP.
• Use the minimum degree of regulation necessary to protect wilderness resources.

Actions

Amend 6NYCRR §190.13 (Wilderness Areas in the Adirondack Park) to apply the
following regulations to the BRW and WMPA:

1. Group size restrictions. 
a. In the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain Primitive Area, no

person shall:
i. be part of a day use group containing sixteen or more people; 
ii. on or after July 1, 2005, camp as part of a group including nine or

more people; or
iii. be a member of an affiliated day use or camping group which

exceeds the numerical limitations established in items (i) or (ii)
above, unless such group has separated into smaller groups which
do not exceed such limitations and such smaller groups maintain a
separation distance from each other of at least one mile at all times.

2. Camping restrictions. In the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain
Primitive Area, no person shall: 
a. erect or use any tent platform or camp structure other than tents, tarps,

lean-tos, or those composed of snow; 
b. camp at a primitive tent site where more than three tents are erected; or 
c. camp at locations which are greater than 3,500 feet in elevation except at a

primitive tent site.
3. Campfire restrictions. In the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain

Primitive Area, no person shall ignite or maintain a campfire for any purpose at
any location within 150 feet from any road, trail, spring, stream, pond or other
body of water except that a campfire may be ignited or maintained at a primitive
tent site or lean-to site. 

4. Miscellaneous restrictions. In the Blue Ridge Wilderness and Wakely Mountain
Primitive Area, no person shall: 
a. use any audio device which is audible outside the immediate area of a tent

site or lean-to;
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b. use soap or detergent in any pond, stream or other water body; 
c. dispose of any food scrap, food matter or food container in any pond,

stream or other water body; 
d. use any motorized equipment; 
e. fail to comply with a lawful instruction or order of a uniformed employee

of the department;
f. mark trails with plastic ribbons, paint, blazes or other devices, cut or clear

trails, or mark summits with canisters except by written permission of the
department;

g. leave a pet unattended or fail to maintain complete control over the pet; 
h. fail to have, in their immediate possession, proof of a valid and current

rabies inoculation for any dog which is accompanying them; 
i. erect or maintain any commemorative features, such as signs, plaques or

markers depicting cultural sites, unless permitted by the Department; 
j. undertake any research project except under permit of the department; 
k. fail to take reasonable steps to keep food, food containers, and garbage

from bears, such as the use of bear proof canisters or rope hanging
systems; 

l. possess a glass container, except that glass containers which are necessary
for the storage of prescribed medicines shall be exempt from this
prohibition; 

m. erect or maintain any structure not specifically permitted by this Part;
n. store a boat or other personal property.

In addition, existing regulations should be amended to increase penalties for the illegal
use of motor vehicles on Forest Preserve lands.

EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION

Current Situation and Assumptions

The Department distributes a number of publications about Forest Preserve recreational
opportunities, recommendations and regulations. Forest rangers are the Department’s
representatives in the backcountry. In their daily interactions with the public and in more
formal classroom settings, rangers advocate the principles of the Leave No Trace
program. The Department also enters into partnerships, including stewardship
agreements with fire tower friends groups, many of whom have developed interpretive
programs and conducted educational activities at fire tower sites. Inquiries into
establishing a friends group for the Wakely Mountain fire tower have been made by
private citizens. The Department would consider entering into a stewardship agreement
with a friends group if the planning process were to result in a decision to retain the
tower. 

Though the Department provides information about the Forest Preserve in a number of
ways, it has not yet adopted a formal plan for providing information to visitors. There is
no system for presenting information about the broad range of Forest Preserve topics to
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all prospective users in a comprehensive and organized way. Many people do not clearly
understand that all State lands within the Adirondack Park are part of a single
Adirondack Forest Preserve. They are confused about the differences between the Forest
Preserve and the other public lands in the state. People can also be confused about the
distinctions between public and private lands in the Park because of its complex pattern
of public and private ownership. It is often difficult for people to know when they are on
public lands and when they have entered onto private property. Many families find
themselves lost, confused, and unable to find the activity that matches individual or
family interests or skills. Families driving the Adirondacks’ scenic byways are
particularly affected by the lack of information about where to stop and what they are
seeing. 

A lack of information can diminish the quality of the recreational experiences of visitors,
who are unable to adequately plan their Adirondack trips. Unsatisfactory experiences can
cause visitors to shorten their stays and not return, thereby reducing benefits to the
economies of Adirondack Park communities. Better information about the natural,
cultural and recreational values of the Forest Preserve could lead to better visitor
experiences for a wider range of visitors and the development of a broader constituency
for the Forest Preserve. An information system designed to reach visitors before they
leave home and to direct them to sources of information once they have entered the
Adirondack Park would increase their enjoyment and understanding of the Forest
Preserve, protect Forest Preserve lands and support the regional economy. 

Information should be provided that would direct visitors to areas specifically suited to
their recreational interests while emphasizing the need to respect and protect Forest
Preserve resources. Information about an individual management unit should reflect its
characteristics and management objectives. For instance, because a major goal for the
BRW is to maintain a recreational environment characterized by a high degree of
solitude, information should not imply that the area is underused and more use is
encouraged.

The Department has not yet produced an informational brochure specific to the BRW and
WMPA. A publication should be developed that would include a map of the unit in the
broader context of surrounding communities and provide extensive interpretive
information, along with sources of information about local tourist attractions and
services. The publication should be designed as a component of a family of publications
patterned after the acclaimed Adirondack Forest Preserve Map and Guide. The quality of
the publication should reflect the value and importance of the information provided.

A major part of the mission of Camp Sagamore is to interpret the history of the property
in the context of the development of the Forest Preserve. A number of Sagamore’s
activities take place on the Forest Preserve lands that once were part of the original
Sagamore estate. These lands, largely within the BRW, are included in Sagamore’s
National Historic Landmark designation. The outlying ruins of buildings once included in
the estate, notably the hydroelectric complex, are considered by Sagamore to be vital to
their educational programs and interpretive activities.
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Objectives

• Provide information about the BRW and WMPA to educate people about the
history, values and management objectives of the area as well as its recreational
opportunities.

• Provide information about the BRW and WMPA in the context of regional
communities and the regional tourist economy.

• Develop an information distribution system designed to inform prospective
visitors to the BRW and WMPA before they arrive.

• Support the efforts of educational institutions and organizations to inform the
public about the history and values of the BRW and WMPA.

• Support the Sagamore Institute by providing public information to clarify the
distinction between public and private lands. Design trails and parking areas to
accommodate appropriate public use of the BRW and WMPA while minimizing
interference with access to Sagamore and the potential for trespass onto Sagamore
lands. 

Actions

• Develop a high-quality color brochure with the graphic design elements of the
Adirondack Forest Preserve Map and Guide focusing on Forest Preserve lands in
the region of Long Lake, Indian Lake, Blue Mountain Lake and Raquette Lake,
including the BRW and WMPA. Include information about Forest Preserve
history, management guidelines, recreational opportunities, recommendations
about safety and natural resource protection, and sources of regional tourist
information.

• Keep the publication continuously in print and make supplies available to tourist
organizations and local businesses as well as highway rest areas and Department
offices.

• Provide assistance to the publishers of commercially-produced trail guides and
maps with the purpose of assuring the accuracy and suitability of all public
information about the BRW and WMPA.

• If the Wakely Mountain fire tower is retained, pursue a stewardship agreement
with a friends group. Promote appropriate interpretive programs and educational
activities at the fire tower site.

• Incorporate messages about the distinctive bird community present in subalpine
forests over 2,800 feet in publications and trailhead signage. Include information
about the potential impacts of human intrusion and recommendations to minimize
impacts, such as “please stay on trails. Continue partnerships with the National
Audubon Society, Adirondack Mountain Club and other groups involved in
education and the conservation of Adirondack birds.
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RESEARCH

Current Situation and Assumptions

The Forest Preserve has great scientific value as a protected landscape where natural
processes operate with minimal human influence. Because they are large consolidated
blocks of protected land where human activity is strictly limited, wilderness areas are
especially valuable as living laboratories, both for the study of natural systems and
human behavior. 

The Department is concerned with the day-to-day management of the Forest Preserve and
the preparation of unit management plans. The availability of Department staff for direct
research is limited. However, because sound management relies on good information, the
Department supports research efforts by others and occasionally funds research by
consultants. Research conducted on Forest Preserve lands has included the mapping and
identification of wetlands, the identification of rare species, critical habitats and
significant natural communities, the ecology of plants and animals, forest and wildlife
health, the effects of acid precipitation, the distribution and impacts of nonnative fish
species and wilderness recreation. Research has been conducted by the Natural Heritage
Program, the Adirondack Lakes Survey Corporation, Federal agencies and a number of
universities.

A substantial amount of basic information about rare species, critical habitats and
ecological communities has yet to be gathered on Forest Preserve lands in general and the
BRW and WMPA in particular. The implementation of the Limits of Acceptable Change
management system begins with the gathering of significant amounts of baseline data
about the location and condition of structures and improvements, as well as an array of
information about visitors. Managers need a more accurate picture of public recreational
use numbers, patterns and trends, as well as a better measure of the expectations and
interests of the public and how satisfied they are with their experiences in the BRW and
WMPA. The research needed for LAC implementation in the BRW and WMPA has yet
to be conducted.

The archaeological sites located within the BRW and WMPA, as well as additional
unrecorded sites that may exist on the property, may be made available for appropriate
research. Any archaeological research to be conducted on the property will be
accomplished under the auspices of all appropriate permits. Research permits will be
issued only after consultation with the New York State Museum and the Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation. Extensive excavations are not likely to be
permitted as part of any research program to assure that the sites will remain available to
future researchers who are likely to have more advanced tools and techniques as well as
more fully developed research questions.
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Objectives

• Conduct and support research within the BRW and WMPA whose purpose is to
increase public knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of natural and cultural
resources. 

• Conduct and support research needed as a foundation for the management of the
BRW and WMPA.

Actions

• Conduct a BRW and WMPA visitor study based on selected LAC indicators and
standards. 

• Identify and map the ecological communities of the BRW and WMPA.
• Complete the identification and mapping of populations of rare plant and animal

species, significant natural communities and critical habitats. Specifically, survey
all lands above 2,800 feet for Bicknell’s thrush.

• Support research on the effects of public recreational use of the BRW and WMPA
on ecological communities and processes, with special attention to endangered
and threatened species and species of special concern, such as the common loon
and Bicknell’s Thrush.

• Support research to determine whether acid deposition is reducing the nesting
success of songbirds at high elevations by causing die-offs of high altitude conifer
forests and killing snails and other sources of calcium needed for egg production. 

• Update fish and wildlife inventories periodically. 
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   Section 5 – Historic Great Camps 
 Special Management Area 
   –— Special Area Plan ––—
The Department proposes to establish a Historic Great Camps Special Management Area
(HGCSMA) consisting of Forest Preserve lands within the Blue Ridge Wilderness
(BRW) and Moose River Plains Wild Forest (MRPWF) located in the vicinity of the
historic properties at Camp Sagamore and Camp Uncas. The purpose of this designation
is to recognize the importance of the Great Camps as cultural resources of state and
national significance, their contribution to tourism and educational and cultural programs
in the region, and the importance of the management of the Forest Preserve lands around
them, formerly parts of their original estates, in supporting the preservation of the Great
Camps. Further, the designation is an acknowledgment that the educational and
recreational programs of the Sagamore Institute emphasize the close connection between
the history of the Great Camps and the creation and evolution of the Forest Preserve, and
thereby promote the understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the Forest Preserve by
the public.

Because the HG CSMA includes lands within both the BRW and MRPWF, this special
area plan will be incorporated within the UMPs for both areas. It is likely that the UMPs
for the BRW and MRPWF will be adopted at different times. Therefore, management
proposals in the portion of the HGCSMA affecting lands within a particular management
unit will be finalized only when the UMP for that unit is adopted. Should the
management proposals in the special area plan for the HGCSMA be changed in the UMP
adopted later, the first UMP will be amended to include the changes, so that the final
UMPs for the BRW and MRPWF will contain identical special area plans. 

The HGCSMA plan presents background information and focuses on management issues
and proposals of particular importance to the relationship between the Great Camps and
surrounding Forest Preserve lands. Additional background information and management
proposals which may apply within the conceptual boundary of the HGCSMA are
presented in the UMPs for the BRW and MRPWF.

Location and Boundaries
The boundaries of the HGCSMA are shown in Appendix 20, Map 2. They were chosen to
encompass the major historical and archaeological resources of the former Great Camp
estates now within the BRW and MRPWF, and the structures and improvements for
public recreational use whose construction, maintenance and management have the
potential to affect the environment of the Great Camps and to be affected by the
educational and recreational programs of the Sagamore Institute. The boundary does not
encompass Kamp Kill Kare because the complete original estate remains in private hands
and is managed for private purposes.
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Access
Sagamore Road is a town highway open to public motor vehicle use from Route 28 south
to a point about 100 feet north of the northern bridge over South Inlet. It is maintained by
the Town of Long Lake. The town highway ends at the point where formerly a gate
allowed entry only to the owners and guests of Camp Sagamore, Camp Uncas and Kamp
Kill Kare. From that point south the road crosses Forest Preserve lands within the
MRPWF, serving as the right-of-way to Camp Sagamore, Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill
Kare. A large parking area on the west side of the road, across from Camp Sagamore,
serves as overflow parking for Sagamore and public parking for Forest Preserve access.
The road also provides public access to Forest Preserve lands within the MRPWF and
BRW. At present, public motor vehicle access is permitted to the point where the roads to
Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill Kare diverge. At this point two gates block public motor
vehicle passage. The public is permitted to travel on foot or by bicycle beyond the gates
to gain access to Forest Preserve lands and waters, including Mohegan Lake. 

Easements
Bear Pond Sportsmen’s Club: In 1987 the Bear Pond Sportsmen’s Club, Inc. sold their
land to the State, subject to a 35-year use reservation on a 10-acre and a one-acre parcel
with camp buildings in Lot 4, Township 5, T&C Purchase, along with a right-of-way for
ingress and egress. The reservation expires on March 26, 2022. In a 1967 Supreme Court
decision, the club’s legal right-of-way was determined to follow a route beginning on
State Route 28 near the Eighth Lake Campground, proceeding along the old Uncas Road,
then what was known as the Old Carnahan Road. The club has an easement for a road
segment, beginning and ending on the Old Carnahan Road, known as the “St. James
Mountain cutoff,” which was conveyed to the club in 1976 by the Trustees of the Emilie
M. Bullowa Memorial Endowment for Camp Bullowa Trust–then owners of Camp
Uncas–to allow the club to avoid a steep section of the club’s original right-of-way. This
easement is When the State acquired the club’s land, an inspection of the club’s legal
ROW revealed that the work needed to rehabilitate the road at the time would be
substantial, and its use could have significant environmental impacts. Therefore, the
parties entered into an agreement allowing club members and guests to drive from
Sagamore Road to Mohegan Lake Road, then past a gate and on along Bear Pond Road to
the use reservation areas. The Department annually issues the club a temporary revocable
permit (TRP) for access along this route. 

Great Camps and Former Caretaker Lot: Camps Sagamore, Uncas and Kill Kare all
have deeded rights for access along existing roads across Forest Preserve lands, as well
as for locating power and telephone lines along those roads. Sagamore and Mohegan
Lake Roads also provide access to a two-acre parcel with a residence, originally
constructed by the Rockland County Council, Boy Scouts of America, Inc. for the
caretaker’s family, located beyond the existing gate at the beginning of Mohegan Lake
Road. This parcel also has deeded rights for road access and utility lines.
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Camp Sagamore Water Supply: Camp Sagamore has a deeded right to maintain a
water system consisting of two spring houses and a water storage reservoir, situated
within the MRPWF a few hundred feet south of the intersection of Mohegan Lake and
Lake Kora Roads, and piping to Sagamore. The system is no longer active.

Camp Uncas Spring: Camp Uncas has a deeded right to use a spring located on adjacent
Forest Preserve lands south of the camp property for a water supply, and to maintain the
pipes leading from the spring along the bed of Mohegan Lake to the camp. The system is
active. The 1976 deed conveying the 16 acres including the camp buildings also
conveyed the right to use Mohegan Lake as “an alternative source of water supply.”

Agreements
A September 15, 1975 agreement between the Department and Syracuse University
imposes several conditions on the owners of the main Camp Sagamore building complex
to assure that the parcel will be maintained in its original condition and managed in a
manner compatible with surrounding Forest Preserve lands. The conditions include:

1. The buildings must be made available for public viewing and visitation at least
one day per week during the summer.

2. The buildings must be preserved and maintained in accordance with their “period
and architectural tradition,” subject to the review and approval of the Preservation
League of New York State. 

3. No trees may be cut or destroyed except as necessary to protect the buildings.
4. No motorized boats or aircraft are permitted on Sagamore Lake.
5. No alcoholic beverages may be sold on the property.
6. Failure to observe any of the conditions for a two-year period will result in the

forfeiture of the property to the Preservation League of New York State.
7. Should the owner wish to sell the property, the Preservation League of New York

State has the right of first refusal at the original purchase price, plus the cost of
capital improvements, adjusted for inflation.

On October 28, 1977 the Department entered into an agreement with the owners of
private lands served by the segment of Sagamore Road from the end of the town highway
south to the two gates controlling access along the roads to Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill
Kare. The agreement specifies the responsibilities of each party with regard to the
maintenance of the road and the two bridges over South Inlet, and provides that all signs
bordering the roads are subject to Department approval. 

An August 2, 1997 agreement between the Department and Sagamore Institute of the
Adirondacks, Inc., which mainly concerns ownership and maintenance responsibilities
for the three bridges on the roads between the end of the town highway and Camp
Sagamore, includes a provision for sharing the maintenance of the road from the end of
the town highway to the southernmost bridge over Sagamore Outlet, as well as the large
parking area across from Sagamore. It makes no mention of the road south of that point.
Once the MRPWF and BRW UMPs are adopted, these agreements should be
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consolidated and updated to include new property owners and to reflect UMP provisions
related to road and bridge maintenance responsibilities, the gating of the roads and other
appropriate matters.

History
Late 1870s William West Durant focused plans for recreational development on

Township 40 with money inherited from his father, Thomas Clark Durant.

1880s Durant built hunting lodges on the sites of Camps Uncas, Sagamore and
Kill Kare.

Late 1880s Durant purchased part of Township 5, and all of Townships 6 and 34,
which encompass Blue Mountain Lake and the Eckford Chain, and
comprise most of today’s Blue Ridge Wilderness and part of the MRPWF. 

1893-95 Durant built Camp Uncas on Mohegan Lake. 

1895 Durant sold Camp Uncas and 1,550 acres to J. Pierpont Morgan.

1897-99 Durant built Sagamore Lodge on Shedd Lake. 

1897 By this time Durant had sold nearly all Township 6–23,872 acres–to New
York State. He reserved a 1,526-acre estate around Camp Sagamore and
another 1,027-acre inholding surrounding Sumner Lake (Lake Kora),
purchased in 1897 by Lt. Governor Timothy L. Woodruff.

1898 Lt. Governor Timothy L. Woodruff constructed Kamp Kill Kare on the
site of Durant’s Camp Omonson, built for Dr. Arpad Gerster before 1888.

1901 Durant sold Sagamore to Alfred G. Vanderbilt, who renamed Shedd Lake
as Sagamore Lake.

1913 Woodruff sold Kamp Kill Kare to Vanderbilt.

1915 Fire did extensive damage to Kamp Kill Kare. Owner Francis P. Garvan,
who acquired the property from Vanderbilt that year, rebuilt the complex
over the next several years, following designs by architect John Russell
Pope and designer Charles C. Hiscoe. 

1915 Alfred G. Vanderbilt constructed a self-contained hydroelectric system for
Sagamore. Vanderbilt died on the Lusitania.

1936 Two years after the death of W. W. Durant, the State named Lake Durant
after him and installed a memorial plaque on a boulder near what is now
Route 28/30.
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1947 Morgan family sold Camp Uncas to Mrs. Margaret Emerson, widow of
Alfred G. Vanderbilt.

1952, 1953 Margaret Emerson donated Camp Uncas to the Memorial Center for
Cancer and Allied Diseases.

1953, 1954 Margaret Emerson donated Sagamore to Syracuse University.

1955 Margaret Emerson by deed confirmed an easement for ingress and egress
across Sagamore lands to Camp Uncas.

Late 1950s Herbert Birrell acquired Camp Uncas from the Memorial Center for
Cancer and Allied Diseases.

1966 Herbert Birrell sold Camp Uncas to Adolph Jung.

1967 Adolph Jung sold Camp Uncas to Rockland County Council, Boy Scouts
of America, Inc.

1971 Rockland County Council, Boy Scouts of America, Inc. sold Camp Uncas
to Edward Borg, Salvatore Ciancimino and Joseph Nowicki, Trustees of
the Alma M. Bullowa Memorial Foundation, Inc.

1975 New York State purchased all of the original 1,526-acre Sagamore estate
from Syracuse University except 7.7 acres containing the main camp
complex. In order to assure that the camp complex would be preserved in
its original condition and managed in a manner compatible with
surrounding Forest Preserve lands, the Department entered into an
agreement with Syracuse University imposing a number of conditions.

1975 Syracuse University sold the 7.7 acres including the main Camp Sagamore
building complex to the Preservation League of New York State.

1975 The Preservation League of New York State sold the 7.7 acres including
the main Camp Sagamore building complex to the National Humanistic
Education Center, a not-for-profit organization which became the
Sagamore Institute.

1976 Edward Borg, William A. Metz and Frederick Van Wort, Trustees of the
Emilie M. Bullowa Memorial Endowment for Camp Bullowa Trust sold
16 acres with the Camp Uncas building complex to Howard and Barbara
Glaser-Kirschenbaum, board members of the Sagamore Institute. 

1976 The Camp Sagamore main lodge and major buildings included in the
original 7.7 acre parcel was listed on the National Register of Historic
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Places. The boundary of the listed property was later expanded to 18.6
acres to include the caretaking complex.

1977 Edward Borg, William A. Metz and Frederick Van Wort, Trustees of the
Emilie M. Bullowa Memorial Endowment for Camp Bullowa Trust, sold
approximately 1,532 acres of the Camp Uncas estate to the People of the
State of New York, reserving a two-acre parcel on the west side of
Mohegan Lake Road. 

1980 Camp Sagamore listed on the State Registers of Historic Places.

1983 Constitutional amendment passed to transfer 10.9 acres and the buildings
of Sagamore’s caretaking complex to Sagamore Institute in exchange for
218 acres purchased by Sagamore Institute for addition to the Forest
Preserve. The Sagamore Institute now owns 18.6 acres including the entire
historic core building complex.

1986 The Camp Uncas building complex within the 16 acres of private land on
which they stand listed on the State Register of Historic Places.

1987 Camp Uncas listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

1989 Camp Uncas subdivided into four lots. Future subdivision is regulated by
an APA permit, and maintenance and modification of the historic
structures are subject to restrictions set forth in a recorded written
agreement among the owners. The restrictions are intended to preserve the
original character of the structures and grounds.

2000 In recognition of its architectural and cultural significance, Camp
Sagamore with all of its original 1,526-acre estate designated a National
Historic Landmark. 

Structures and Improvements

ROADS 

Sagamore Road is a town highway from Route 28 to the former Camp Sagamore
boundary line at the northernmost bridge over the outlet of Sagamore Lake. From that
point south the road is administered by the Department subject to easements for access to
private lands. At present the public may drive south on Sagamore Road to the southern
end of the Sagamore Lake trail. A spur serves an alternate entrance to Sagamore, with a
bridge over Sagamore Lake outlet, and provides public access to the northern end of the
Sagamore Lake trail in the BRW. This spur is the boundary between the MRPWF and the
BRW.
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Lake Kora Road: Lake Kora Road begins with a gate at the point where it and the
Mohegan Lake Road diverge at the end of Sagamore Road. It affords access to the
privately owned Kamp Kill Kare on Lake Kora. Owners and guests may proceed beyond
the gate by motor vehicle. The public may not drive motor vehicles on the road, but may
use it for nonmotorized access to adjoining State lands.

Mohegan Lake Road: Mohegan Lake Road begins with a gate at the point where it and
Lake Kora Road diverge at the end of Sagamore Road. It proceeds to the boundary of the
Camp Uncas property on the eastern shore of Mohegan Lake. At approximately 1.4 miles
the road forks. The east fork continues 0.4 miles southward to the boundary of privately
owned Camp Uncas. 

Bear Pond Road: At a point on Mohegan Lake Road approximately 1.4 miles south of
its northern end, Bear Pond Road forks west then south along the western shore of
Mohegan Lake to the two areas where the Bear Pond Sportsmen’s Club retains a use
reservation. There is a gate at the beginning of the road. In accordance with the terms of a
TRP issued annually to the club, members and guests may travel by motor vehicle
beyond the gate along Bear Pond Road to the areas of use reservation. The use
reservation expires on March 26 2022.

TRAILS

All the former carriage roads of the original Sagamore estate have been used as hiking
and cross-country ski trails. They are known as the Cascades, Powerhouse, Big Slope,
Blue Ridge (Farm Meadow), and Sagamore Lake trails. All the trails are within the
BRW. Within the MRPWF, the trails known as the Beaverflow and Mohegan Lake trails
are unmarked trails that have been used for cross-country skiing. People on bicycles are
allowed on the Sagamore, Mohegan Lake and Lake Kora roads within Forest Preserve
lands. From the gate at the beginning of Bear Pond road, the public may hike, bike and
cross-country ski along the road. Approximately 0.5 miles from the gate, an unmarked
foot trail leads to the shore of Mohegan Lake. At 0.8 miles a trail open for hiking, biking
and skiing heads west and connects to the 7th-8th Lakes loop trail. None of these trails has
been officially marked and maintained by the Department. People on horseback are
allowed anywhere except on marked foot trails or on marked snowmobile or ski trails
when they are covered with ice and snow.

MAJOR BRIDGES

There are two highway bridges on Sagamore Road beyond the end of the town highway,
both crossing Sagamore Lake outlet. A third highway bridge crosses the outlet on the
spur road to the back entrance to Sagamore. A bridge with two steel I-beam stringers
crosses East Inlet on the Sagamore Lake trail. It is within the BRW. There are bridges on
Bear Pond road that have not been inventoried.
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TRAILHEADS AND PARKING AREAS

At or near the points where the trails near Camp Sagamore begin, there are small areas
where people may park. The only area maintained for parking is the large former log
landing on the west side of Sagamore Road, across from Camp Sagamore. This parking
area is used by both Sagamore guests and those visiting nearby Forest Preserve lands. It
can accommodate approximately 40 cars. 

WATERWAY ACCESS SITES

A short path breaks off the Sagamore Lake trail near its northern end and leads about 50
feet to a waterway access site on Sagamore Lake. The site is used for the hand-launching
of nonmotorized boats.

BARRIERS 

Boulders or earthen barriers have been placed at the beginning of the Cascade,
Powerhouse, Beaver Flow and Mohegan Lake trails, and at both ends of the Sagamore
Lake trail. Gates control access at the beginning of the roads to Camp Uncas and Kamp
Kill Kare, and near the point where the Bear Pond road leaves Uncas Road. They are
both maintained by the private owners. Recently a sign was posted at the Uncas gate to
indicate that the public may walk and bike beyond it. The sign at the Kill Kare gate does
not clearly indicate the types of public access that are allowed. 

PRIMITIVE TENT SITES

No locations have been designated as primitive tent sites. However, members of the
public camp occasionally in the clearing near the beginning of the Powerhouse trail, in
the old field near the intersection of the Big Slope and Sagamore Lake trails, and near
East Inlet, east of Sagamore Lake.

DAMS

Two dams constructed in association with the Camp Sagamore hydroelectric complex are
located on Sagamore Lake outlet. A low concrete dam at the head of the outlet, designed
to use flashboards to control the level of the lake, is integrated with the bridge on the road
to the back entrance of Sagamore. It appears to be in good condition. Another low
concrete dam that formed a small impoundment upstream of the valvehouse and
powerhouse has been breached, but appears stable.

A dam constructed of large rocks on the outlet of Mohegan Lake by William West
Durant remains intact. No flashboards, gates or other means of regulating water level or
streamflow were incorporated in its design. The purpose of the dam may have been to
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create a brook trout pond for fishing (Michael Wilson, personal communication). It is not
known whether the dam affects the level of Mohegan Lake.

SAGAMORE HYDROELECTRIC COMPLEX

In 1915 Alfred Vanderbilt constructed a self-contained hydroelectric system for
Sagamore, consisting of a concrete dam at the head of Sagamore Lake outlet, a second
concrete dam located approximately one-quarter mile downstream from the northern
crossing of Sagamore Road; a stone-lined raceway leading to a 9-foot by 12-foot
valvehouse, which controlled the flow of water to the powerhouse; a wood penstock used
as a water conduit between the valvehouse and the powerhouse; a 26-foot by 33-foot
powerhouse, or generator plant, approximately 1,100 feet downstream from the dam; and
transmission lines from the powerhouse to the former transformer house on the Sagamore
campus. The remnants of the dam, raceway, valvehouse, penstock and powerhouse
remain in place within the BRW.

UTILITY LINES AND PRIVATELY-OWNED
STRUCTURES

Power lines and telephone lines follow the roads to Sagamore, Uncas, Kill Kare and the
former Boy Scout caretaker’s residence on Mohegan Lake Road, in accordance with
deeded rights. The spring house, two water storage reservoirs and piping to Camp Uncas
are situated on land within the MRPWF about one-quarter mile south of the private land
boundary. They continue to be used for the camp’s water supply. Two spring houses, a
water storage reservoir and piping to Camp Sagamore remain within the MRPWF a few
hundred feet south of the intersection of Mohegan Lake and Lake Kora Roads.
Sagamore's springhouses were replaced in 1914 by a shoreline pumphouse providing
water from Sagamore Lake. A 1994 State Law prohibiting the use of surface water
sources for public consumption required Sagamore to drill a well, which was completed
in 1996. At the intersection of Sagamore, Lake Kora and Mohegan Lake Roads, there is a
telephone relay and amplifier box serving the three camps. The telephone company has
erected a wood fence to screen the box from the road. A small rustic wood cabin on the
east side of Mohegan Lake Road, just south of the intersection, houses an electrical
junction facility serving Uncas and Kill Kare. Near the gate at the beginning of Lake
Kora Road the owners of Kamp Kill Kare have installed a keypad for operating the gate,
a small structure which houses a battery backup for the gate and a delivery drop box.
Cultural Values1

William West Durant was a proponent of recreational development in the central
Adirondack region. Using the wealth he inherited from his father, Durant built three
Great Camps: Pine Knot, Uncas, and Sagamore in Townships 40, 5 and 6 of the Totten
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and Crossfield Purchase. Except for 16 acres including the camp buildings and a two-acre
lot on Mohegan Lake Road, all of the original 1,550-acre estate of Uncas, Durant’s
second Great Camp, are now within the Moose River Plains Wild Forest. Camp
Sagamore, his last Great Camp, is on the edge of what is now the Blue Ridge Wilderness,
which includes all but 18 acres of the 1,526 acres that once were attached to Sagamore.
The significance of Camps Sagamore and Uncas as cultural resources in the context of
the history of the Forest Preserve lands that now surround them is demonstrably rooted
first in changing American attitudes toward wild nature, which propelled the construction
of Sagamore and Uncas in direct relation to the creation of New York State’s Forest
Preserve; and second in a sequence of specific events which document 130 years of
growing public commitment to the protection of the public domain, and then of Camp
Sagamore itself.

The Forest Preserve and Camp Sagamore share a common, nationally prominent
distinction: the Department of Interior’s National Park Service first declared the Forest
Preserve a National Historic Landmark in 1963, and then Sagamore a National Historic
Landmark in 2000. An effort has been initiated to seek National Historic Landmark status
for Camp Uncas, which is a similarly exceptional example of original American resort
architecture. Both the Forest Preserve and these early wilderness retreats represent
profound changes in American attitudes toward wilderness. During the first half of the
19th century, when the national economy was still primarily agricultural, the wilderness
was regarded as a foe to be conquered, or at best a resource to be exploited. But
philosophers like Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, painters like Thomas
Cole and poets like William Cullen Bryant were all shaping public attitudes toward
wilderness as the edenic sign of God’s presence, and the true source of national identity.
Within three decades following the Civil War, when the nation transformed into an
urban-industrial society, wild nature was rehabilitated as a source of physical and
recreational as well as spiritual renewal. As the remaining, proximate wilderness for the
nation’s first large metropolitan centers, the Adirondack region became the focus of
conservation measures, not only as a source of dependable water for canal systems and
urban-industrial uses, but also as a resort for scenic and recreational tourism. 

Camp Uncas was built in 1893-95, followed by the construction of Camp Sagamore in
1897-99, during a 15-year period following the creation of the Forest Preserve when
more than a third of the region’s woods and waters were acquired by some fifty-five
private recreational preserves. Uncas and Sagamore were designed by William West
Durant, the scion of an Adirondack transportation and recreational development empire
founded by his father, Thomas Clark Durant, whose fortune derived from his aggressive
entrepreneurship as vice president and general manager of the Union Pacific Railway,
and creator of the infamous Credit Mobilier financing scheme. Durant created Uncas as
his summer home, but finding himself in need of cash, sold it in 1895 to J. Pierpont
Morgan. Sagamore was the last, largest, and most sophisticated of the numerous
luxurious, wilderness retreats young Durant built or promoted from 1876, and which
brought the Raquette Lake area international prominence as the preferred vacation site of
some of America’s wealthiest Gilded Age families. As financial mismanagement was
bringing about the collapse of his empire, Durant sold Sagamore to newlywed Alfred G.
Vanderbilt in 1901, and it continued to serve as that family’s Adirondack retreat
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following Vanderbilt’s death on the Lusitania in 1915 until his widow, the social hostess
Margaret Emerson, donated the Camp to Syracuse University in 1954. 

Sagamore Institute’s current 18-acre inholding is the result of three negotiations with
New York State which span the entire history of the Forest Preserve, and characterize
over a century of growing public commitment to its protection. The first began in the late
1870s, when the Durants’ original development plans focused on Township 40, in which
Raquette Lake was to serve both as a hub for their water transportation lines and the focal
point for summer resort land development. Under growing public criticism for its
disposal of public lands to the benefit of lumber, railroad, and other entrepreneurial
interests, however, New York State increasingly became a buyer rather than a seller of
Adirondack lands, and to the frustration of the Durants and many others had by 1881
appropriated most of Township 40 at tax sales. Not only did most subsequent attempts to
wrest these valuable lands from the State fail, but a growing conservation movement
stiffened its resolve: in 1883 the legislature prohibited further sales of public lands in the
ten Adirondack counties, and by 1885 another law designated these lands a Forest
Preserve, to be “forever kept as wild forest lands” governed by a special three-man
commission rather than the Land Office. So William West Durant focused his
development plans on adjoining lands, and within three years managed to purchase part
of Township 5, and all of Townships 6 and 34, which encompass Blue Mountain Lake
and the Eckford Chain, and comprise most of today’s Blue Ridge Wilderness. 

By 1897, when the expenses of building both Camp Uncas in Township 5 and
neighboring Camp Sagamore in Township 6 within just five years had drained his
resources, Durant negotiated the sale of nearly all Township 6—23,872 acres—to New
York State, not at the ten dollars per acre that he sought, but still at a higher price than
the State had yet paid for adding prime forest lands to the Forest Preserve. Moreover,
after the sale closure in October, it emerged that not only was a 1,526-acre estate around
Durant’s Camp Sagamore and Shedd Lake excluded from the sale, also excluded were
Camp Uncas and its 1,550-acre preserve around Mohegan Lake, recently acquired from
Durant by J. Pierpont Morgan, and another 1,027-acre inholding surrounding Sumner
Lake. The owner of this valuable parcel, entirely surrounded by lands that were now to
be “forever kept as wild forest lands” by a unique, three-year-old constitutional
amendment, was Timothy L. Woodruff, who was not only Lieutenant Governor, but
chairman of the Forest Preserve Board that had met at Sagamore in July to inspect the
land and negotiate the purchase price with Durant. By August Woodruff had taken
possession of his privileged new estate, and was cutting a road to the site of an 1888
Durant hunting cabin on Sumner Lake called both Camp Omonson and Bear Camp.
Within a year Woodruff had developed a luxurious, artful rustic compound which he
named Kamp Kill Kare, renaming the lake Kora after his wife. 

Thus are the origins of three private landholdings near the boundary between today’s
Blue Ridge Wilderness and Moose River Plains Wild Forest, Camps Uncas, Sagamore
and Kill Kare, closely linked to the formative processes of the Forest Preserve and the
adoption of successively stronger measures to protect it not only from private
exploitation, but from dissipation by public agencies and legislatures alike. By voting in
1894 to amend the State Constitution with Article VII, Section 7, the citizens of New
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York augmented the “forever wild” language of the 1885 Forest Preserve legislation with
the enjoinder that Forest Preserve lands “shall not be leased, sold, or exchanged, or be
taken by any corporation, public or private, nor shall the timber thereon be sold, removed
or destroyed.” Such thorough, uncompromising protection of the Adirondack watersheds
served to thwart much overt corruption in public land sales and trades. However, the
potential for enhancing the value of protected, private inholdings made venal conflicts of
interest that characterized the Woodruff-Durant deal in Township 6 a great temptation.
Constitutional protection certainly contributed to a moral climate in which Woodruff’s
exclusive acquisition was belatedly investigated as possible malfeasance by a special
State commission and the popular press. 

Cultural changes over the next century only deepened the convictions of New Yorkers
that its public domain must be protected from exploitation. By the time New York State
seized the opportunity to purchase the Sagamore acreage from Syracuse University for
the Forest Preserve in 1975, an eighty-year history of more than a hundred rejections by
voters of all legislative measures to significantly diminish constitutional protection, and
the growing vigilance of guardian organizations, had resulted in ever stricter applications
of the “Forever Wild” article. At this point State acquisition invoked the statutory
policies of the APSLMP of 1972, which mandated the destruction of Sagamore’s twenty-
seven buildings as “non-conforming uses” in the Forest Preserve. Deploring such an
erasure of cultural history, historic preservationists throughout the state intervened to
arrange for the transfer of title to eight acres and 16 buildings of Sagamore’s lower
complex from Syracuse University directly to the newly formed Preservation League of
New York State, who in turn sought a third party to purchase and assume stewardship of
the buildings. By this means the strictures of (now) Constitutional Article XIV were
circumvented, preserving the portion of Camp Sagamore deemed most architecturally
significant through its indirect purchase by a non-profit, educational organization which
became Sagamore Institute, while title to 1,517 acres of the original estate passed directly
from the university to the State for inclusion in the Forest Preserve.

Valid objections were raised to this circumvention of constitutional protection. The
exclusion of land and structures from a State purchase resulted in both cases—the 1897
Durant-Woodruff sale and the 1975 Syracuse University sale—in compromising the
State’s goal to eliminate inholdings and to consolidate the Forest Preserve. Mitigating
circumstances certainly include the differences in motive between acquiring a private
vacation retreat with a market value enhanced by State land protections and historic
preservation for public educational purposes. Moreover, among the many restrictions
permanently attached to Sagamore’s deed were the provisions that the buildings and
infrastructure, after twenty years of deferred maintenance in a harsh climate, were to be
maintained in good condition or the Preservation League of New York State might
repossess them without compensation; at least some public access must be permitted; and
that the property could not ever be resold for more than the original purchase price and
the costs of subsequent improvements. Of greater validity, however, was the objection
that Sagamore’s exclusion from the State purchase set a precedent that could be invoked
in other Forest Preserve acquisitions for less meritorious purposes, and on more
advantageous terms. As a result the obstacles to saving all of Sagamore increased
significantly. 
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In 1977, only two years after the sale of Sagamore, the opportunity arose to add the
Camp Uncas lands to the Forest Preserve. The 16 acres comprising the complete Camp
Uncas building complex were separated from the rest of the 1,550-acre estate. The
Sagamore Institute considered acquiring Uncas for its proximity and historical
relationship to Sagamore, but was not in a position to accept the significant additional
responsibility. The directors of the organization were able to personally acquire Uncas as
their residence, to house Sagamore Institute staff and volunteers, and to provide access to
members of the public who participate in Camp Sagamore programs.

By 1980 the attention that Sagamore and other Adirondack Great Camps were receiving
had made it clear that their cultural significance was not confined to the architecture and
social history of the rich and famous; the generations of artisan craftsmen and families
who comprised the year-round caretaking communities were an essential part of their
history. The exclusion of the eleven service buildings in Sagamore’s upper, caretaking
complex from the 1975 sale was now regarded as an error, but disagreement over other
conflicts between environmental conservation and historic preservation elsewhere in the
Forest Preserve left only one solution: a special constitutional amendment. This
challenging process required first the passage through two legislative sessions of a bill
calling for the exchange of more than 200 acres deemed an important acquisition to the
Forest Preserve, and purchased by Sagamore Institute, for the 10 acres and buildings of
Sagamore’s caretaking complex. Then a coalition of advocacy groups, with the
Preservation League again providing leadership, had to mount a campaign to persuade
voters throughout the state to support this measure to reunite Camp Sagamore in a public
referendum. On November 8, 1983 the amendment to “Save Sagamore” won the support
of 62 percent of New York’s voters, more than any of the eight propositions on the
statewide ballot that year. Although this was a long, complex, and arduous process of
public decision-making, in this case it served two complementary purposes: Camp
Sagamore’s cultural significance and the importance of constitutional protection for the
Forest Preserve were at once brought to statewide attention. 

The terms in which Sagamore is designated a National Historic Landmark focus
primarily on the recognition that the Camp is the most “sophisticated” prototype of a new
resort architecture that “exerted a strong and lasting influence on the design of rustic
buildings developed in the national and state park systems in the twentieth century,”
beginning with Old Faithful Inn (1901) at Yellowstone, the world’s first National Park in
1872. As “the first and fullest application of a rustic aesthetic in American buildings,” the
artful use of indigenous materials created buildings in many Adirondack Camps that are
in visual harmony with their woodland settings, appear to have grown out of the ground,
and that declared in their day a new affinity with wilderness. “We belong here, living a
simple life close to nature,” the architecture asserts. That this ideal was an elaborate,
nostalgic, and picturesque illusion, however, is nowhere clearer than in the sheer
scale—Sagamore had more than fifty buildings in its heyday—the municipal-grade
infrastructure; social structures involving laborers, skilled craftsmen, guides, servants,
guests and owners; and the worldly recreational pursuits of these single-family “trophy”
camps. 
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Archaeological Resources
Known archaeological resources from the records of the New York State Museum and
the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation in the vicinity
of the HGCSMA are presented in Table 1. The designation of Camp Sagamore as a
National Historic Landmark in 2000 encompassed the entire original estate of 1,526
acres. Therefore, the components of the former hydroelectric complex and the other
structures, as well as former carriage roads, are included in the designation. Some of the
old carriage roads, such as the trail around Sagamore Lake, are clearly evident, while
others seem to have disappeared without a trace. Buildings like the valvehouse and
powerhouse from the former hydroelectric plant remain substantially intact, though little
remains of the former boathouse on South Inlet but the submerged cribbing on which the
structure was built. Camp Uncas has not yet been designated a National Historic
Landmark. It’s listing on the

Table 1. Recorded Archaeological in the Vicinity of the Historic Great Camps
Special Management Area

Quad Site Name Description
Raquette Lake (15') Marion River Carry 1899-1900. Landing dock, engine house, old

water tank, bridge remains. Blue Mountain and
Raquette Lake Steamboat Line.

Blue Mountain (15') Cedar River-Indian
Lake Hydroelectric
Plant

20th century. Concrete dam, canal, wood stave
penstock, wood frame powerhouse. Now a
vacation cabin.

Raquette Lake (15') Camp Pine Knot
Farm Site

1877-1960s. Cut and wire nails, bricks, red
earthenware, coal, and vessel and flat glass.
One outbuilding, two foundations, one rubble
pile.

Raquette Lake (15') Pine Knot Point Site,
Adirondack Museum
Accession No. 66-
100.19a-c
HAA 104-1

Collection retrieved from W.W. Durant property
at
Camp Pine Knot on April 1,1891. Artifacts
recovered include 3 projectile points that came
from Camp Pine Knot; 3 pieces of stone all
having points, 1 black and 2 gray.

Seventh Lake (15') Seventh Lake Late Archaic, Transitional, Middle Woodland and
Late
Woodland.

State and National Registers of Historic Places refer only to the 16 acres including the
main camp complex. However, a number of sites related to the camp’s former 1,550-acre
estate are situated on Forest Preserve lands. Table 2 lists the historic roads, structures and
archaeological sites associated with Camps Sagamore and Uncas known to exist within
or near the HGCSMA. 

Table 2. Unrecorded Archaeological Sites Within or Adjoining Historic Great
Camps Special Management Area

Site Name Description
Camp Sagamore

Sagamore hydroelectric plant Concrete dam on South Inlet, raceway to
valvehouse of brick with concrete roof (some
hardware in place), channel with steel ribs of
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former wood penstock leading to powerhouse of
brick with concrete roof, remnants of two
turbines and other hardware in place, raceway
to river.

South Inlet boathouse Remains of boathouse for launch owned by W.
W. Durant. Near South Inlet Falls. Only
remnants of log and rock support cribs under
water remain.

Gate house Site of former structure where a watchman
greeted guests. Near Cascades trailhead on
Sagamore Road. Building removed.

Sagamore water supply Ruins of two spring houses and a large circular
concrete tile-lined reservoir south of intersection
of Mohegan Lake and Lake Kora Roads, piping.
No longer used.

Milking barn Ruins, east side of old field known as “farm
meadow,” north side of Sagamore Lake.

Carriage and hay shed Ruins, near farm meadow, north side of
Sagamore Lake.

Sugar shack Ruins between farm meadow and Sagamore
Lake

Lineman’s cabin Remains of former seasonal farm dwelling on
north shore Sagamore Lake.

George’s Camp Ruins of structure on south side of Sagamore
Lake, east side.

Gloria’s Lean-to Ruins near Blue Ridge trail.
Well Formerly used to water horses on former road

to Sagamore, now called Big Slope trail. 
Gazebo Ruins near south shore of Sagamore Lake,

west side. 
Road around Sagamore Lake Former Camp Sagamore carriage road. Now

used as Sagamore Lake foot trail.
Road from Sagamore Road to South Inlet falls,
east side Sagamore Outlet

Former Camp Sagamore carriage road. Now
used as Powerhouse foot trail

Road from Sagamore Road to South Inlet falls,
west side Sagamore Outlet

Former Camp Sagamore carriage road. Now
used as Cascades foot trail.

Road from Powerhouse road to road around
Sagamore Lake

Former Camp Sagamore carriage road. Now
used as Big Slope foot trail.

Winter road to South Inlet falls Former Camp Sagamore carriage road. Visible
as it heads southward from Route 28 near
bridge over South Inlet, becomes steadily less
visible, disappears well before falls. Used as
logging road during 1950s timber salvage
operations.

1950 Blowdown salvage logging roads Numerous roads constructed in early 1950s to
remove timber affected by 1950 Blowdown.
Roads concentrated in northwest portion of
BRW, area most significantly affected by storm.
Some entered unit from Route 28, some from
Sagamore Road. Records and maps on file in
Department’s Northville office.

Camp Uncas
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Uncas water supply spring houses Three springhouses, one remaining in use by
owners of Camp Uncas. Concrete cistern,
concrete and stone collection trough, piping
along bed of Mohegan Lake. Used as water
supply.

Cabin Cellar hole with foundation walls on south side
Mohegan Lake Road south of intersection with
Uncas Road

Mink farm Cabin cellar hole and pier blocks east of
Mohegan Lake

Pumphouse Standing structure with bark siding north shore
Mohegan Lake. Pumped water to farm meadow.

Old farm meadow Includes former apple orchard, north of
Mohegan Lake, north side Bear Pond Road

Milking barn Ruins in old farm meadow
Carriage shed Ruins in old farm meadow
Durant dam Rock dam on Mohegan Lake outlet

Public Use
Visitors to the HGCSMA engage in a variety of recreational pursuits throughout the year.
The trail around Sagamore Lake and other trails in the vicinity of Great Camps Sagamore
and Uncas are regularly traveled by the public, although they are not marked Department
trails. In summer and fall many of the trails are popular for hiking, and several are used
by groups participating in the educational programs of the Sagamore Institute. A long
mountain biking route popularized on regional maps follows Sagamore Road to Mohegan
Lake Road, Bear Pond Road and on through the MRPWF to Eighth Lake. Most visitors
are day users, but occasionally people camp, mostly in the vicinity of Sagamore Lake.
Occasionally a group of up to 12 people will camp by permit in the old farm meadow
north of the lake. A clearing near the beginning of the Powerhouse trail is a popular
camping spot. Sagamore staff report regularly removing litter. In winter most of the trails
are attractive for cross-country skiing and sustain moderate use. 

Anglers ply the waters of Sagamore and Mohegan Lakes, both of which contain lake
trout. Mohegan Lake also hosts a population of smallmouth bass. Sagamore Lake outlet
is a good brook trout stream popular with anglers. Angler use has caused the
development of streamside pathways. Most anglers fish for the day, though some camp in
the vicinity. Use of parking areas, trails and camping locations by anglers continues
through summer and fall. 

South Inlet is regularly traveled by motorized and nonmotorized boats. Canoes, kayaks,
motorboats and jet skis land at the upstream limit of navigability near the attractive
stretch of rapids known as the Cascades, identified on early maps as South Inlet Falls.
Though the location of the wilderness boundary is not identified on the ground, it is
estimated that the landing area is 500 to 1,000 feet on the wilderness side of the old
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property boundary that separates the BRW from the MRPWF. The use of motorboats and
aircraft is prohibited on Sagamore Lake. No regulation prohibits their use on Mohegan
Lake.

Hunters enter the HGCSMA and neighboring parts of the BRW and MRPWF during the
fall big game season, parking at a number of locations along Sagamore Road. On
weekend days up to eight vehicles may be parked at the north entrance of the Sagamore
Lake trail. Occasional parties of big game hunters travel across Sagamore Lake and up
East Inlet. Hunting and trapping are prohibited by regulation in the Sagamore safety
zone. However, hunters may carry their weapons for the purpose of hunting on Forest
Preserve lands outside the safety zone.

Public motor vehicle use is permitted on Sagamore Road. Beyond the gates at the
beginning of Mohegan Lake and Lake Kora Roads, only the landowners and their guests
may drive. The roads are available for nonmotorized public use for access to Forest
Preserve lands and waters.

With the exception of the unmarked trail around Sagamore Lake, winter use of the
HGCSMA is generally very low. The trail around Sagamore Lake is suitable for skiing
and snowshoeing and is used throughout the winter. Skiers also follow the unmarked
Cascades, Powerhouse, Big Slope, Crossover and Beaverflow trails. The Mohegan Lake
trail was used by skiers until 1996, when winter programs at Sagamore were curtailed.

Sagamore Road has been designated for public snowmobile use by the Town of Long
Lake. Occasionally snowmobile tracks have been observed beyond the end of the town
highway, on Sagamore Lake and the lake trail.

SAGAMORE PROGRAMS

From June through October, the Sagamore Institute conducts a wide variety of
educational and recreational programs that involve excursions onto the Forest Preserve
lands within the HGCSMA. Sites with building ruins associated with the history of the
Great Camps are destinations for groups led on interpretive walks by Sagamore staff.
Many programs involve tours of Camp Uncas. Tour groups walk along Sagamore and
Mohegan Lake Roads. Sagamore provides visitors a map showing hiking and biking
opportunities in the area. The bike route along Sagamore and Bear Pond Roads and the
trail through the MRPWF to Eighth Lake is advertised on regional trail maps. Many who
visit Sagamore also hike or bike along the roads and trails in the area or canoe Sagamore
Lake. Sagamore offers the use of wheeled canoe carriers free of charge for those who
want to transport their vessels to Mohegan Lake. Mohegan Lake Road is popular with
bird-watchers. 

PUBLIC USE IMPACTS

The impacts of public use within the HGCSMA are relatively low. Impacts related to use
generally are confined to the vicinity of parking areas, trails and their destinations.
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Impacts to soils and vegetation on the unmarked trails in the area are relatively low. The
soils and vegetation in wet areas on some trails could be protected through minor trail
reroutes or bridging. A systematic inventory of trail conditions would afford a clearer
picture of resource protection needs.

Camping use in the area is relatively light, and there are few visible impacts. Few people
camp on Sagamore Lake. Most overnight visitors stay at Camp Sagamore. Occasional
camping may occur on an attractive peninsula with a sandy beach on the east end of the
lake, south of East Inlet, though probably most use is day use. Minimal impacts to soils
and vegetation are apparent, but the site is too close to shore to be suitable for
designation. Another camping spot is an area of old fields known as the “farm meadow”
on the northwest side of the lake, several hundred feet from shore. Use impacts have not
been significant.

The area surrounding South Inlet Falls, also known as the Cascades, shows evidence of a
moderate amount of day use. Most visitors travel by boat from Raquette Lake or the
undeveloped canoe and kayak access path at Route 28, land at points on both sides of the
river below the cascades, walk the short paths along both shores and explore the
immediate area. Impacts of use are evident, but not excessive. Vegetation has been
displaced from shoreline areas, though soils appear stable. Fire rings have been
assembled near shore. Sagamore staff report that they remove a significant amount of
refuse left by visitors. 

Occasionally members of the public illegally drive snowmobiles on Sagamore Road
beyond the point where the jurisdiction of the Town of Long Lake ends. Snowmobile
tracks have been observed on Sagamore Lake and the Sagamore Lake trail. 

PROJECTED USE

The HGCSMA is easily accessible, but is a significant distance from major population
centers. It is likely that use levels will increase on the Sagamore trails once they are
marked and maintained. However, because these trails exist and have been used for some
time, their addition to the list of marked and maintained trails is not expected to result in
significant increases in use. Off-trail use by hunters and trappers and impacts associated
with their use are expected to decline in step with general trends.

The impacts of future use in the part of the HGCSMA within the BRW generally would
be reduced through the adoption of regulations needed to implement existing APSLMP
guidelines for wilderness, such as those limiting camping group size to eight people and
prohibiting the public use of motorized equipment.

The proposed addition of information stations at various locations within the HGCSMA
will significantly increase public understanding of available recreational opportunities,
the location of the Sagamore safety zone and private land boundaries, and public use
regulations. Clearer information could lead to moderate increases in public nonmotorized
use of Mohegan Lake and Lake Kora Roads, as well as surrounding lands and Mohegan
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Lake, while reducing inappropriate use. Moderate motor vehicle use of Mohegan Lake
Road and boating use of Mohegan Lake by people with disabilities is expected to occur
once the road is designated for use under the Department’s CP-3 program. 

The Sagamore Institute plans to winterize the café in the Chalet building in preparation
for the resumption of winter operation as a base for cross-country skiing. The new winter
program, with the availability of winter parking on Sagamore grounds, would be
expected to result in a moderate increase in winter use of the trails in the HGCSMA.

Trends in use levels, patterns and impacts must be monitored to assure that HGCSMA
management goals will continue to be met over the long term.

Relationship Between Public and Private Land
Camp Sagamore is owned by a not-for-profit organization dedicated to preserving the
camp buildings and landscape setting in their original condition, and to educating the
public about the history of Sagamore, Uncas and other Great Camps in the context of the
creation and evolution of the Forest Preserve. Though Sagamore is not State-owned, the
deed restrictions imposed on present and future owners reflect a vison for Sagamore as a
permanently protected historical and educational resource for the people of the state. It is
in the interest of the Department to manage the lands of the HGCSMA in a manner that is
compatible with this vision. 

Camp Uncas continues to be owned by the former directors of Sagamore Institute. The
current directors also reside there. The camp complex and the surrounding lands of the
former estate are incorporated in Sagamore’s interpretation of great camp history. Uncas
is a regular destination of Sagamore tour groups and is included in a number of programs. 

Sagamore programs regularly involve hikes along former carriage roads to sites on Forest
Preserve land that were associated with the original great camps. Those who participate
in programs are provided with maps and encouraged to explore the roads and trails of the
former estates, now within the HGCSMA, on their own. Many visitors may take a tour as
one part of a visit that may involve canoeing on Sagamore Lake or a bike ride along
Mohegan Lake and Bear Pond Roads. 

Sagamore’s diverse program offerings draw upon and emphasize the setting of vast
undeveloped forest that was the original environmental context of the Great Camps, a
setting now consisting entirely of Forest Preserve lands. Proposals to increase public
access to lands and waters within the HGCSMA should be made with the understanding
that the effectiveness of Sagamore’s educational, interpretive and recreational programs
is enhanced to the degree that the undeveloped and nonmotorized character of nearby
Forest Preserve lands is maintained.

6NYCRR section 59.1 prohibits hunting and trapping within a described area of
approximately 100 acres surrounding Camp Sagamore. The area was established as a
safety zone around the camp complex with the purpose of supporting the viability of
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Sagamore as a self-sustaining historic preservation and educational enterprise. It is
important that the location and purpose of the boundary be clearly indicated through
informational displays and the posting of signs.

The Kamp Kill Kare property at the end of Lake Kora Road is privately owned. Better
information about private land boundaries and guidelines for the public use of Forest
Preserve lands would encourage appropriate public use and help protect private land from
trespass. 

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

The tourist economy of the central Adirondacks is largely based on the attractive power
of the landscape, the abundance of outdoor recreation and the richness of regional
history, a key element of which is the development of the Great Camps. Camps Sagamore
and Uncas are the only Great Camps in the area that are open to the public–Sagamore
continually from spring through fall and Uncas during Sagamore tours and
programs–making them important economic resources. The camps are prominently
featured in the Adirondack Museum in Blue Mountain Lake and promoted as attractions
in regional and statewide tourist publications and periodicals. Sagamore, Raquette Lake
Navigation Company, which operates the Raquette Lake tour boat W. W. Durant, and the
Adirondack Museum regularly join together to maximize their marketing effectiveness.
In recognition of their unique and successful partnership, they received New York State’s
Millennium Arts and Business Partnership Award in 2000. Regional trail maps feature
the camps along with hiking and biking trails on nearby Forest Preserve lands. Sagamore
actively collaborates with other businesses to promote the kinds of tourism that are
compatible with the goals behind the creation and ongoing management of the Forest
Preserve and the Adirondack Park.

Education and Interpretation
The mission of the not-for-profit Sagamore Institute is largely focused on interpreting
Sagamore in the context of surrounding Forest Preserve lands. The original estate, all of
which was included in Sagamore’s National Historic Landmark designation, includes all
the former carriage roads and the ruins of the hydroelectric complex and other structures
which are integral to Sagamore’s educational mission and interpretive programs. Many of
Sagamore’s interpretive activities include visits to these sites, now within the BRW. A
number of Sagamore programs include the Camp Uncas building complex as well as
historic sites once part of the Uncas estate, now within the MRPWF.

According to Michael Wilson, Associate Director of Sagamore Institute, the
interpretation of history at Sagamore is shaped by an essentially ecological mission on
behalf of “nature, people, and their critical interdependence.” Sagamore’s architecture
and social history are presented in relation to their wilderness setting. The larger design
of Sagamore’s interpretation focuses on the changing relations between culture and
nature, asking guests to consider issues of sustainability in light of historical change.
Based upon geological, botanical, wildlife, and photographic surveys of the Sagamore
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Lake and farm meadow trails, Sagamore’s interpretation of ecological history treats
natural succession and human intervention as intertwined episodes. This approach,
according to Wilson, is intended to explain interdependence and to demonstrate the
meaning of the qualifying language in the APSLMP, showing how a designated
wilderness “appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the
imprint of man’s work substantially unnoticeable.” According to Sagamore staff, the
reactions of their guests have taught them that the decaying ruins of Sagamore’s historic
structures are powerful object lessons in this interpretation. Contradicting the illusion of
an ahistorical, enduring nature that stands in independent opposition to human culture,
ruins incorporate biological resilience within historical process, enabling people to
reconsider the human role in natural processes with skepticism and humility. As opposed
to interpretive signage, ruins can invoke the recognition that biological cycles operate on
larger scales and over far longer chronologies than our market economy can
accommodate, and that sustainable living turns upon reconciling the differences. 

Camp Uncas gives direct and indirect support to the operation of Sagamore in the
following ways:

• Hosting up to 70 volunteers for Sagamore work weekends.
• Serving as a training site for six interpreter trainees.
• Hosting activities and tours for Grandparents and Grandchildren camp sessions in

July and August. There are seven sessions, each with 60 people.
• Hosting tours for great camp weekends in July and August.
• Hosting a tour or reception for the annual Sagamore benefit.
• Hosting tours during three three-night sessions for up to 90 Skidmore College

freshman as part of an outdoor orientation program.
• Hosting tours for Elderhostel programs in autumn. 40 people attend each of eight

sessions.
• Hosting a party for volunteers during the fall Sagamore work weekend.
• Hosting tours for other not-for-profit groups attending conferences at Sagamore

throughout the year.

Past and Present Management

SAGAMORE SAFETY ZONE

In 1975 the State purchased all the former Camp Sagamore estate of 1,526 acres except
for eight acres encompassing the main buildings. The property had long been posted
against hunting and trapping, and the caretaker had maintained a small tame deer herd by
a program of regular feeding. Soon after acquisition, the Department heard proposals to
continue to manage the area as a wildlife refuge. Department wildlife biologists reviewed
the proposals and concluded that there were no rare species or critical habitats within the
former Sagamore property requiring protection beyond that afforded by existing laws and
regulations. They recommended that deer feeding be discontinued, and hunting in the
vicinity of the Sagamore buildings be suspended up to five years to protect the tame deer
herd until they had dispersed. 
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A major issue raised by Sagamore representatives was the concern that the proximity of
hunters bearing firearms, especially during the big game season, could deter people from
visiting Sagamore and participating in its educational and recreational programs. The
Department decided that the protection of the economic viability of the organization
engaged in the preservation of Sagamore warranted the establishment of a safety zone
around the building complex. In 1976, 6NYCRR section 95.1 was adopted, prohibiting
hunting and trapping within a described area of approximately 100 acres around the
Sagamore property (see Appendix 11).

Management Guidelines
The Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP) provides the general
framework for the development and management of State lands in the Adirondack Park.
In addition to setting forth guidelines for the management of State lands within each of
the various classifications, the APSLMP contains Special Management Guidelines for
areas or resources that require special management “to reflect unusual resource or public
use factors.” Examples include “. . . historic buildings, structures or sites not part of a
designated historic area . . .” Guidelines include appropriate measures to protect,
publicize and interpret important resources. Protective measures to be considered include
limiting motorized access, rerouting trails and discouraging overnight camping. 

The New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980 (SHPA, Article 14 of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Law) and its implementing regulations (9 NYCRR
426, 427 and 428) created the State Register of Historic Places and recognizes the
National Register of Historic Places. The statute further obligates State agencies to act as
stewards of historic properties (buildings, structures, objects and archaeological sites)
they own and requires that agencies identify, evaluate and mitigate impacts to historic
properties that might be affected by actions they undertake, fund or permit. The
Department is also specifically charged with providing historic sites and services within
the Adirondack Park in ECL Articles 9 and 41.

The historic and archaeological sites located within the HGCSMA, as well as additional
unrecorded sites that may exist on the property, are protected by the provisions of the
New York State Historic Preservation Act, Article 9 of Environmental Conservation
Law, 6 NYCRR Section 190.8 (g) and Section 233 of Education Law. Unauthorized
excavation and removal of materials from any of these sites is prohibited by Article 9 of
Environmental Conservation Law and Section 233 of Education Law. In some cases
additional protection may be afforded these resources by the Federal Archaeological
Resources Protection Act (ARPA).

Management Goals
• Promote public recreational access and use of the HGCSMA in a manner which

recognizes Great Camps Sagamore and Uncas as cultural, educational and
economic resources of great local, state and national significance.
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• Promote the use of the HGCSMA for the educational and recreational programs
of the Sagamore Institute in ways that comply with the laws, regulations and
policies governing public use of BRW and MRPWF lands and do not conflict
with permitted uses of the area by the general public. 

• Protect archaeological sites from vandalism and address safety issues, but allow
them to succumb to the forces of nature. Manage historic structures in accordance
with applicable laws.

Proposed Management Actions

ADMINISTRATION

The area manager for the HGCSMA will be the supervising forester in the Department’s
Northville office, who will coordinate management activities on Forest Preserve lands
and waters. The apportionment of contributions to the maintenance of roads and bridges
will be negotiated and set forth in memoranda of understanding. The maintenance of
trails on Forest Preserve lands may be conducted by Camp Sagamore and Camp Uncas
under stewardship agreements in accordance with the Department’s Adopt-A-Natural
Resource Policy. Actions by the Great Camps that may affect Forest Preserve lands under
water, such as the construction or maintenance of structures on the beds of Mohegan and
Sagamore Lakes, will be governed by temporary revocable permits (TRPs) and
protection of waters permits.

The roads within the HGCSMA that lead to private lands and the areas of use reservation
retained by the Bear Pond Sportsmen’s Club may not be widened, relocated or otherwise
altered by the landowners. No standing trees may be cut without written permission from
the Department. Maintenance work such as resurfacing, the installation of new ditches or
culverts, the replacement of existing culverts with new culverts that are larger or set in a
different orientation, bridge work or other maintenance activities that could affect
streams or wetlands may require a temporary revocable permit (TRP) from the
Department or a wetlands permit from the Adirondack Park Agency.

FACILITIES

Boundary Lines

The boundary of the HGCSMA is a conceptual boundary. It will not be marked on the
ground. Standard Forest Preserve boundary signs indicating classification will be posted
at intervals along the sections of Sagamore and Lake Kora Roads that constitute the
boundary between the BRW and MRPWF. 
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The boundary of the Sagamore safety zone has been marked on the ground through the
posting of small signs. However, few signs remain, and the location of the boundary is
not clear in many places.

Trails

Sagamore considers all the former carriage roads except the Blue Ridge trail essential to
their interpretive programs and would be willing to maintain them under a stewardship
agreement with the Department. In addition to the former carriage roads, Sagamore is
interested in having the following former log skidding roads designated as public trails: a
foot and cross-country skiing trail within the BRW known as the Crossover trail,
connecting the Camp Sagamore Farm Meadow and the upper end of the Powerhouse
trail, which would provide visitors an alternative to walking and skiing on Sagamore
Road and would allow less confident skiers to avoid the relatively steep Big Slope trail;
the Beaverflow trail within the MRPWF, a biking and cross-country skiing trail; and the
Mohegan Lake trail within the MRPWF, a hiking and cross-country skiing trail which
connects the main Camp Sagamore parking area with Bear Pond Road near the Uncas
Farm Meadow, along with a short spur between it and Mohegan Lake Road known as the
Traveling Rock trail. The adoption of these trails would provide a network of hiking and
cross-country ski trails for public use throughout the year. The installation of Department
signs and trail markers and the availability of public parking would clearly indicate that
the trails are open to the public. In addition, the trails would serve the educational
mission of the Sagamore Institute. The former carriage roads of the original Sagamore
estate connect a number of sites and ruins that are included in Sagamore’s National
Historic Landmark designation.

Because the Sagamore trails already exist, new trail construction would not be required.
Significant wet areas on some trails would be addressed over time through appropriate
measures such as minor relocation or the installation of waterbars, ditching or bridging.
A substantial bridge over East Inlet on the Sagamore Lake trail was constructed with
steel I-beams, and therefore does not conform with APSLMP guidelines requiring the use
of natural materials. It would be replaced with a conforming bridge when reconstruction
was required. All work would be done according to detailed work plans based on field
assessments conducted in consultation with APA. A short segment of the Sagamore Lake
trail near the south entrance would be relocated farther from the boundary with the
Sagamore property to reduce the likelihood of trespass.

The trail around Sagamore Lake has the potential for use by people with disabilities.
Bridges could be modified to make them accessible. However, many parts of the trail
along the south shore present major obstacles for people with disabilities, including
significant drainage problems and uneven surfaces with thick vegetation. A pathway
from the trail to a waterway access site on the lake near the trail’s north end provides
relatively easy access for nonmotorized boats. The boulder barriers at both ends of the
trail need to be modified to permit wheelchair passage. The barrier at the north end
should be moved closer to the beginning of the trail to prevent cars from parking along
the beginning of the trail and blocking access. 
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The Cascades trail is an excellent trail for people with mobility impairments. It has a
generally firm and stable surface with no steep pitches, very few surface obstacles, no
bridges and no drainage problems. The turf of grasses that has grown over much of the
surface of the former road outside the course of the narrow footpath would impede the
passage of wheelchairs.

To help assure that public trail use would not exceed the capacity of the trails to
withstand use, no sign advertising the trail system would be installed on Route 28. Trail
registers would provide valuable information about use patterns and trends.

ACTIONS

• Mark and maintain the following trails within the BRW as foot and ski trails.
Install “foot trail” markers as follows:

Cascades trail - blue
Powerhouse trail - blue
Sagamore Lake trail - red
Big Slope trail - yellow
Crossover trail - yellow

• Mark and maintain the following roads and trails within the MRPWF as foot and
bicycle trails. Install “trail” markers, with “bicycle trail” markers posted at access
points and intersections, as follows:

Beaverflow trail - yellow
Mohegan Lake and Bear Pond Roads and trail to Eighth Lake - red
Bear Pond Road south from intersection with trail to Eighth Lake - blue

• Mark and maintain the following trails within the MRPWF as foot and ski trails.
Install “foot trail” markers as follows:

Mohegan Lake trail - red
Traveling Rock trail - yellow

 
• On the Sagamore Lake trail, move the boulder barrier on the north entrance out to

the road, and modify boulder barriers and bridges to allow the passage of
wheelchairs. Starting approximately 600 feet in on the south end of the Sagamore
Lake trail, relocate 0.1 to 0.2 miles of the trail southward to increase the distance
of the trail from the Sagamore property line. Add deck boards to fill gaps on the
bridge over East Inlet, and replace a small bridge on the trail off the lake’s
southeast shore to make them accessible. When it needs reconstruction, replace
the bridge over East Inlet with a new bridge constructed of natural materials. 

• Pursue a stewardship agreement with Sagamore Institute for the maintenance of
the trails within the HGCSMA.
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Trailheads and Parking Areas

The system of existing unmarked trails in the HGCSMA are served by a number of
existing parking areas and pulloffs. Proceeding north to south along Sagamore Road,
those in the BRW are:

Cascades Trailhead: At the beginning of the Cascades trail, there is a clearing on the
east side of Sagamore Road about 55 feet long that can accommodate four or five cars.
The configuration of the parking area is awkward, and it is not clear how visitors are
expected to park. A barrier consisting of three boulders blocks the trail, formerly a road,
at a point about 75 feet from Sagamore Road. There are no signs at the trailhead, and
there is no trail register. The trailhead serves both the Cascades trail and the Beaverflow
trail.

When marked as a foot trail, the Cascades trail will be open to hiking and cross-country
skiing. It leads to a waterfall on South Inlet, where travelers may wade the river or cross
it on the ice to connect with the Powerhouse trail. Use levels are expected to increase.
The Beaverflow trail will be open to hiking, biking and skiing, though use levels are
expected to be low. A parking area designed to accommodate five cars - the present
capacity - would accommodate five to 15 day hikers at one time. However, it is expected
that seldom more than two or three cars would use the parking area simultaneously.
Evening and overnight parking capacity required for the relatively low level of camping
use expected would not overlap with most day use and so would not require additional
capacity. Though solitude would not be as high a management priority on a trail near the
periphery of the wilderness, the proposed parking capacity would not preclude
opportunities for solitude along the trails throughout the year. The parking area has not
been plowed in winter. If the parking area were plowed, winter use would be expected to
be light, seldom requiring room for more than two or three cars. 

ACTIONS

• Maintain the Cascades trailhead as a class II trailhead. Install a standard trail
register near the parking area.

• Maintain the Cascades trailhead parking area with its existing capacity of five
cars to accommodate appropriate levels of day use and camping. Make minor
modifications to more clearly define the parking area.

• Install a sign approximately one and one-half by two feet with “Blue Ridge
Wilderness” in a banner at the top and the wording, “Cascades Trailhead” in two-
to three-inch letters with a directional arrow, printed on both sides in a location
visible from Sagamore Road.

• Install a guideboard near the barrier giving the distance to the cascades. 
• Plow the parking area for winter trail access.

Pulloff: A pulloff, apparently maintained by the Town of Long Lake, is on the east side
of Sagamore Road between the Cascades and Powerhouse trailheads. It is approximately
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70 feet long and 25 feet deep and can accommodate three cars parking parallel to the
road. If plowed, it could afford winter access to nearby trails. 

Powerhouse Trailhead: At the beginning of the Powerhouse trail, there is a clearing on
the east side of Sagamore Road about 100 feet long that can accommodate five cars
parking parallel to the road. The northern two-thirds of the parking area is surfaced with
crushed limestone. A barrier consisting of three boulders blocks the trail, formerly a road,
at a point about 150 feet from Sagamore Road. There are no signs at the trailhead, and
there is no trail register.

When marked as a foot trail, the Powerhouse trail will be open to hiking and cross-
country skiing. It leads to the hydroelectric ruins associated with Camp Sagamore and on
to South Inlet Falls, where travelers can wade the river or cross on the ice to connect with
the Cascades trail. It connects with a number of other trails in the area. The Powerhouse
trail will be available for public use as part of the network of trails in the area. Sagamore
staff will lead groups on educational trips to the ruins. But because the trail has several
wet segments in need of drainage improvements, the Cascades trail will be the preferred
route to South Inlet Falls. In addition, the Sagamore hydroelectric ruins should be
protected from excessive public visitation. Therefore, the visibility of the trailhead should
be minimized. Use levels are expected to be low. 

The existing parking area could accommodate five to 15 day hikers and occasional
camping use. However, it is expected that it seldom would be occupied by more than two
or three cars. Though solitude would not be as high a management priority on a trail near
the periphery of the wilderness, the proposed parking capacity would not preclude
opportunities for solitude along the trails throughout the year. The parking area has not
been plowed in winter. Winter trail access should be afforded through the plowing of the
Cascades parking area. 

ACTIONS

• Maintain the Powerhouse trailhead as a class III trailhead.
• Maintain the Powerhouse trailhead parking area with its existing capacity of five

cars.
• Do not install a trailhead sign.
• Install a guideboard beyond the boulder barrier, not visible from the road, giving

the distance to the Cascades. 
• Do not plow the parking area in winter.

Sagamore Lake Trailhead and Waterway Access Site: The trail around Sagamore
Lake connects with a road at both ends. Most people park at the north end in a small
clearing at the beginning of the trail between the spur road that leads to the back entrance
to Sagamore and the boulder barrier. The clearing is not suitable for parking and can only
accommodate three vehicles. Additional cars park along the road, occasionally causing
traffic congestion. Visitors should be redirected to other parking areas. There is an
additional parking area not far before the beginning of the north end of the trail on the
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south side of the spur road within the Moose River Plains Wild Forest. Though it appears
to have been constructed before the land was acquired by the State, it is not signed. It is
occasionally mowed by Sagamore staff and used for parking. The area is approximately
60 feet long and 25 feet deep and can accommodate six cars. There are no signs at either
parking area, and there is no trail register. There is no room for parking near the south
end of the trail.

When marked as a foot trail, the Sagamore Lake trail would be open to hiking and cross-
country skiing. It would connect with a number of other trails in the area. It is expected
that the Sagamore Lake trail would be more heavily used than the other Sagamore trails
in all seasons. Most use would be day hiking, skiing and hunter access. As a former
carriage road with a firm, generally level surface, the trail is capable of withstanding
substantial foot traffic without sustaining significant physical impacts. It is likely that
visitors would tolerate relatively high numbers of interpersonal encounters on this
accessible trail on the periphery of the BRW near Camp Sagamore, a major tourist
destination. Parking for 10 cars would be sufficient to accommodate anticipated use
levels, which would not exceed the capacity of the trail to withstand use. 

There has been confusion among the public about the availability of Sagamore Lake for
public boating use. The lake has a good fishery and is open to the public for
nonmotorized boating. A short path beginning near the north entrance of the Sagamore
Lake trail affords access to the lake for the launching of canoes and kayaks. The point
where the path enters the water presents some difficult footing that could be improved
with the placement of one or two large rocks with flat surfaces. Presently there are no
signs identifying the waterway access site.

Approximately one mile long and a third of a mile wide, it is likely that 166-acre
Sagamore Lake could accommodate a fair number of boaters engaged in fishing or
recreational paddling without causing most visitors to experience a sense of crowding.
With the proximity of the lake to a public road and Camp Sagamore, visitor expectations
for solitude probably would not be as high as they would be on an interior pond.
However, it would be difficult to definitively establish the capacity of the lake to
withstand recreational boating use without research. The Water Recreation Opportunity
Spectrum Users’ Guidebook (Aukerman et. al. 2004) presents a scientific approach to the
management of recreation on lakes, ponds and rivers. According to the handbook, “the
overarching goal of WROS is to provide planners and managers with a framework and
procedure for making better decisions for conserving a spectrum of high quality and
diverse water recreation opportunities.” The handbook describes a spectrum of six
classifications, from urban to primitive, in terms of appropriate activities, settings,
experiences and benefits. It lays out procedures for planning and management, including
excerpts from the report, Visitor Capacity on Public Lands and Waters: Making Better
Decisions (Haas 2002) regarding the establishment of boating capacity. A table reflecting
a number of sources of information gives a series of “reasonable boating capacity
coefficients,” defined as “the number of water surface acres adequate for each
recreational boat in a particular WROS class.” Using the table to make a preliminary
determination of the boating capacity of Sagamore Lake, and classifying the lake in the
“rural developed” WROS class, the reasonable boating capacity coefficient would range
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from 20 to 50 acres per boat, giving the lake a maximum capacity of eight boats.
Assuming that an average of two to four boats would originate from Camp Sagamore
(Sagamore caretaker Bob Heinsler, personal communication), public parking for eight
four vehicles would accommodate appropriate maximum public use levels. Research
would be valuable in determining the relationship between visitor expectations and
satisfaction once parking and information improvements have been implemented.

The total parking capacity of 14 cars needed during spring, summer and fall–10 for hikers
of the Sagamore Lake trail and four for Sagamore Lake boaters–would partly be provided
at the five-car parking area beside the spur road (assuming one accessible parking space
and four standard spaces), with the other nine finding space in the large parking area
within the MRPWF across from Sagamore’s main entrance. The large parking area can
accommodate up to 40 50 cars and serves a number of destinations. Parking capacity for
six vehicles is needed to serve those interested in hiking or biking Mohegan Lake Road,
Bear Pond Road, or other trails in the MRPWF, as well as those who wish to canoe or
fish Mohegan Lake. Therefore, parking capacity for a total of 15 vehicles is required to
accommodate Forest Preserve visitors. The rest of the area is available for use by
Sagamore visitors. The use of the large parking area by Sagamore tour and special event
participants is permitted to help maintain the historic atmosphere of the Sagamore
grounds. Continual automobile traffic to and from Sagamore’s interior parking area,
which is reserved for residents, would disrupt walking tours and intrude on the camp’s
visual and sound environment. The level and timing of the use of the large parking area
by Sagamore guests has not significantly interfered with public use.

The parking areas near Sagamore have not been plowed in recent years. To provide
access to the Sagamore Lake trail for skiing and snowshoeing, the 6-car parking area on
the spur road should be plowed.

ACTIONS

• Maintain the parking area off the spur road to the back entrance of Camp
Sagamore as the Sagamore Lake trailhead. Maintain it as a class II trailhead with
a capacity for five cars, including one accessible space. Delineate the parking area
with small boulders. Install a trailhead sign approximately one and one-half by
two feet with “Blue Ridge Wilderness” in a banner at the top and the wording,
“Sagamore Lake Trailhead” in two-to three-inch letters, printed on both sides.
Install small signs with the wording, “Sagamore Lake Trail and Canoe Launch”,
one at the parking area and one at the beginning of the trail. Install a Storey
register near the north entrance of the Sagamore Lake trail with a map and
information indicating local trails, boating access and the borders of the Sagamore
safety zone. 

• Delineate the large parking area across from the main entrance to Camp
Sagamore with boulders. Install a wood railing in the center of the parking area to
indicate proper parking orientation. Communicate parking information to the
public through the installation of signs and through personal contact by
Department and Sagamore staff.
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• Install a Storey register at the large parking area across from the main entrance to
Camp Sagamore with a map and information indicating local parking, trails,
boating access and the borders of the Sagamore safety zone.

• Move the boulder barrier at the north entrance of the Sagamore Lake trail back to
within about 40 feet of the edge of the spur road, leaving room to allow road
maintenance vehicles to turn around. Leave room for the passage of wheelchairs.
Install a “No Parking” sign.

• Install a guideboard near the trail entrance giving distances to the Big Slope trail,
Crossover trail and the distance of the complete loop.

• Place one or two large native rocks in the water at the foot of the Sagamore Lake
waterway access path to improve footing for launching boats.

• Install appropriate educational signage at the canoe launch to mitigate or prevent
the spread of non-native or invasive plants.

• Plow the five-car parking area off the spur road for winter trail access.

Mohegan Lake Parking Area: An accessible two-car parking area will be constructed
for CP-3 permit holders on Bear Pond Road. It will be constructed near the point where
an existing trail will be improved for accessibility to an accessible waterway access site
to be constructed on Mohegan Lake. An accessible privy will be provided near the
parking area. An educational sign about aquatic invasive plants will be posted. 

Signs and Informational Displays

Signs and informational displays are effective means of providing information to the
public. In general, informational and regulatory signs are posted at boundaries and access
points rather than in the interior. Interior signing largely is limited to guideboards at trail
junctions and signs about fishing and camping regulations. The APSLMP requires that
signs on Forest Preserve lands be made of rustic materials and limited in number. Outside
State or municipal highway right-of-way boundaries, signs on Forest Preserve lands must
be installed or approved for installation by the Department and must conform with
Department standards for form and content.

An expanded trail register structure, referred to as a class II trail register or “Storey
register,” originally designed by Mike Storey of the APA and later modified by
Department staff, has been developed. It is intended generally for use at class II
trailheads. It contains a space enclosed with a door for a trail register and brochures, and
has an open panel where regulations and other information may be posted, along with a
map of the area. The display area is covered with plexiglass. The structure would be
appropriate at strategic locations to inform the public about recreational opportunities,
boundaries and use guidelines.

ACTIONS

• Coordinate the design, wording and placement of all signs through the area
manager.
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• Install Storey registers, each containing a map and information indicating local
parking, trails, boating access and the borders of the Sagamore safety zone, at the
large parking area near Sagamore, the north entrance of the Sagamore Lake trail,
and near the point where Mohegan Lake and Lake Kora Roads diverge from
Sagamore Road. 

• Post standard Forest Preserve boundary signs indicating the classification of the
land being identified every one-tenth mile along all roads that pass through the
HGCSMA and at other strategic locations.

• Do not advertise HGCSMA trails with a sign on Route 28. 
• Mark the boundary of the Sagamore safety zone through the posting of small

signs approximately every 100 feet along the boundary. 
• Post signs at trail junctions, showing directions with arrows, with wording

reduced to the minimum necessary.
• Eliminate sign clutter. Cluster signs on a single sign post or bulletin board placed

where they are most likely to be seen by visitors.
• In general, except for guideboards at trail intersections, place informational signs

on the periphery of the unit rather than in the interior. Post signs at interior
locations only where necessary to protect important resources.

• Clearly identify the path to the waterway access site on Sagamore Lake.
• Install aquatic invasive species signs at near the canoe access trail to Sagamore

Lake and Mohegan Lake.

Barriers

Gates installed on Forest Preserve lands for the purpose of controlling public access
should conform with Department standards and permit free access to Department staff.
The two privately owned gates where Mohegan Lake and Lake Kora Roads diverge from
Sagamore Road are on Forest Preserve land and do not conform with Department
standards. These gates are not operated to restrict Department administrative access, and
a sign at the Uncas gate indicates that the public may walk and bike beyond it. However,
the Kill Kare gate projects a sense that public access to Forest Preserve lands beyond it is
restricted.

The Department proposes to permit people with disabilities who hold CP-3 permits to
drive cars and trucks to a parking area to be constructed on Bear Pond Road near the
point where an accessible trail will lead to the shore of Mohegan Lake. Gates along the
CP-3 route must be managed to allow only permit holders to proceed by motor vehicle to
the parking area, to restrict permit holders to the permitted route and to assure that only
members and guests of the Bear Pond Sportsmen’s Club may proceed by motor vehicle
beyond the parking area.

ACTIONS

• Work with the owners of Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill Kare to replace the gates at
the beginnings of Mohegan Lake and Lake Kora Roads with Department gates.
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Provide an acceptable means of access through the gates for interior landowners
and their guests. 

• Provide access through the gate at the beginning of Mohegan Lake Road to CP-3
permit holders in a manner that will assure that members of the public other than
CP-3 permit holders will not operate motor vehicles beyond the gate.

• Remove the gate at the beginning of Bear Pond Road and install a new gate on the
west side of the parking area to be constructed for CP-3 permit holders at
Mohegan Lake. Provide access through the gate to members of the Bear Pond
Sportsmen’s Club and their guests.

• Move the boulder barrier at the north entrance of the Sagamore Lake trail back to
within about 40 feet of the edge of the spur road, leaving room to allow road
maintenance vehicles to turn around. Leave room for the passage of wheelchairs.
Install a “No Parking” sign.

Primitive Tent Sites

Camping is permitted throughout the HGCSMA, except within 150 feet of roads, trails
and water. No primitive tent sites have been designated. The designation of tent sites in
suitable locations to which visitors are directed through informational displays and
publications could improve the recreational experiences of visitors in ways that would
not conflict with other management objectives for the area. 

ACTIONS

• Permit camping throughout the area in accordance with applicable regulations. A
regulation proposed for the BRW would limit the size of camping groups to eight
people. 

• Designate two tent sites in the vicinity of Sagamore Lake that are visually
screened from the lake and nearby trails. If a suitable location is found, make one
site accessible for people with mobility impairments.

• In order to provide a sense of remoteness for day-use visitors with CP-3 permits,
do not designate tent sites in close proximity to Mohegan Lake.

Sanitation
Forest Preserve lands are managed to preserve natural conditions and minimize human
influence. Improper waste disposal by visitors can pollute soils and water, interfering
with natural processes and affecting visitor health and safety. The appearance of food and
drink containers, broken glass, food scraps and human waste can severely degrade the
quality of the recreational experience for visitors.
The Department installs pit privies at locations where use levels are observed or expected
to be high enough that the practice of burying waste in dispersed, individually selected
locations would not succeed in protecting the environment. 

ACTIONS
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• Educate visitors about the principles of the Leave No Trace program, stressing the
need for proper disposal of refuse and human waste and for the proper treatment
of drinking water.

• Install privies at suitable locations where public use monitoring indicates that they
are needed.

• Should a suitable location for an accessible tent site be found near Sagamore
Lake, install an accessible privy connected to the site by an accessible path.

• Install an accessible privy near the Mohegan Lake parking area connected by an
accessible path.

Classification
A review of the boundaries between the BRW and MRPWF revealed locations where
minor classification and reclassification proposals could be made to improve the
administration of this and adjacent units. Within the HGCSMA, the desirability of
reclassifying the wild forest parcel east of the road between Sagamore Lake and Lake
Kora to wilderness will be investigated.

Cultural Resources
Archaeological sites within the HGCSMA will be permitted to remain, subject to the
forces of nature. They will be protected from vandalism through education and law
enforcement. Minimal measures will be taken if necessary to protect public safety.
Interpretation will occur through Sagamore programs at the Great Camps, tours and the
use of publications rather than the installation of signs or exhibits at the sites. 

SAGAMORE RUINS

In 1915 Alfred Vanderbilt constructed a hydroelectric system for Camp Sagamore. The
components of the system remain within the HGCSMA. The unit management plan for
the BRW and WMPA gives a complete presentation of the history of the site and current
management guidelines, an analysis of management alternatives and a discussion leading
to the selection of a preferred alternative for the management of the site.

Actions

• Retain the Sagamore ruins, subject to the free operation of the forces of nature, as
important cultural resources for their value in interpreting the historical context of
the creation and evolution of the Forest Preserve. Leave the valvehouse and
powerhouse open for public viewing.

• Consult with OPRHP before taking any action that could affect historic resources
within the BRW and WMPA. 

• Secure the valvehouse by installing a wood wall approximately four feet high in
the bottom of the doorway.
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• Secure the doors and window shutters in a fully-open position to maintain safe
access and permit natural light to enter the powerhouse.

• Rearrange and secure the unattached pieces of hardware lying on the floor inside
the powerhouse to the minimum extent necessary to protect the public from an
undue risk of injury.

• Inspect the steel hoops remaining from the penstock and take the minimum action
necessary to protect the public from an undue risk of injury.

• Assess the safety issues of all other ruins and take the minimum action necessary
to protect the public from an undue risk of injury. Consult with APA before
taking action.

• Encourage methods of interpretation that do not involve the installation of signs
or displays in or near the sites of the Sagamore ruins.

Public Use
The public will be allowed to use the Forest Preserve lands within the HGCSMA in
accordance with the UMPs for the BRW and MRPWF and Department laws, regulations
and policies for wilderness and wild forest areas. Staff and guests of the Great Camps
will observe the same laws, regulations and policies on Forest Preserve lands as the
general public. 

The existing safety zone around Great Camp Sagamore will be retained. The boundary
will be clearly identified on the ground through the posting of signs and on maps
included in publications and mounted on Storey registers to be installed in the area. 

Access
Lake Kora Road proceeds approximately 1.6 miles to the boundary of the Kamp Kill
Kare property. It is not clear to the public that nonmotorized public travel is permitted
along the road between the gate and the private land boundary. Measures should be taken
to inform the public about appropriate access and use of HGCSMA lands and the need to
respect private lands. 

Winter access to the trails in the area, many of which are excellent for cross-country
skiing, is limited by the lack of available parking.

Though there is no regulation prohibiting the use of Mohegan Lake by float planes or
motorboats, there have been relatively few instances of public float plane or motorboat
use. An objective of the Mohegan Lake CP-3 proposal, described below, is to provide
access for people with disabilities to an area that is relatively unaffected by unnatural
sights and sounds. A regulation prohibiting the public use of float planes and motorboats
on Mohegan Lake would protect the historic environment of Great Camp Uncas and the
natural environment of the lake for the public. 

ACTIONS
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• Give appropriate information about public access to HGCSMA lands through
signage and informational displays at trailheads and other strategic locations, in
informational brochures and on the Department website.

• Promote winter access by plowing parking areas. Seek assistance from State and
local government agencies and volunteers. 

• Adopt a regulation prohibiting public float plane and motorboat use on Mohegan
Lake.

ACCESS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

The need to protect the wild character of Forest Preserve lands and the difficulties
presented by their generally rugged terrain set limits on the degree of physical
modification that can be made to improve their accessibility. However, there are a
number of measures that managers can take. Improving the accessibility of suitable trails
might require limited modifications to trail surfacing or tread width, consistent with
APSLMP guidelines. Parking, bridge surfaces and approaches, privies and other parts of
the built environment should be developed or improved where necessary to ensure
accessibility. Informational access could be improved. Signs at selected trailheads could
present information about trail surface type, length, average grade, average cross slope,
maximum grade and slope, trail width, and hazards such as rocks, ruts, and roots that
might be encountered on the trail. Information about a trail also could be provided in a
simple pocket guide with a map showing the trail and the locations of obstacles.
Providing information about trail characteristics would allow visitors to make informed
decisions about their ability to use the trail. 

ACTIONS

• Assess the trails within the HGCSMA with regard to their accessibility for people
with disabilities. Use the information gathered to provide information to visitors.
Prioritize the Cascades and Sagamore Lake trails.

• At the trailhead to the Cascades trail, add one accessible parking space. Modify
the boulder barrier to allow the passage of wheelchairs. 

• At Sagamore Lake, provide one accessible parking space in the six-car parking
area to serve the lake trail. Modify bridges on the lake trail to make them
accessible. If feasible, increase accessibility for the hand launching of boats from
the existing path on the north side of Sagamore Lake outlet. Provide an accessible
tent site along the Sagamore Lake trail if feasible. Modify boulder barriers at both
ends of the trail to permit wheelchair passage.

• Incorporate accessible signage and trail registers at trailheads. 

Mohegan Lake Access for People With Disabilities

Since 1977, when the State acquired all of the Camp Uncas estate except the main camp
complex, the former Uncas lands were included in the MRPWF and have been open for
public use. The public have been able to travel on foot or bicycle along Mohegan Lake
Road, and Mohegan Lake has been available for public boating and fishing. However
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until recently, gating and signage at the beginning of Mohegan Lake Road did not clearly
convey that the road beyond the gate was open to public use. A sign provided by the
owners of Uncas now correctly indicates that the road is open to public hiking and
bicycling, but closed to unauthorized vehicles. There is a pathway wide enough for a
hiker or biker to walk around the closed gate. The conformance of the pathway with
accessibility guidelines has not been determined. 

The existence of roads leading to the vicinity of Mohegan Lake presents an opportunity
to provide limited motor vehicle access to a location near the lake for people with
disabilities under Department policy CP-3. The unit management plan for the MRPWF
gives a complete presentation of the history of the site and current management
guidelines, an analysis of management alternatives and a discussion leading to the
selection of a preferred alternative for the management of public access to Mohegan Lake
for day use by people with disabilities.

ACTIONS

• Permit people with disabilities holding CP-3 permits to drive beyond the gate at
the beginning of Mohegan Lake Road and along Bear Pond Road to an accessible
2-car parking area to be constructed near the beginning of an existing foot trail
leading to the shore of Mohegan Lake. Remove the gate at the beginning of Bear
Pond Road and install a gate at the west end of the parking area.

• Install an accessible privy near the parking area connected by an accessible path.
• Provide an acceptable means of access through the Mohegan Lake Road gate for

interior landowners and their guests. Provide access through the gate to CP-3
permit holders in a manner that will assure that members of the public other than
CP-3 permit holders will not operate motor vehicles beyond the gate.

• Post a sign at the Mohegan Lake Road gate indicating that public motor vehicle
use beyond the gate is allowed by CP-3 permit holders only. Post a sign at the
Lake Kora Road gate indicating that unauthorized motor vehicle use beyond the
gate is prohibited.

• Make minor improvements to the surface of Bear Pond Road through the targeted
application of gravel.

• Update existing road maintenance agreements with private landowners. 
• Modify an existing trail approximately 650 feet long from Bear Pond Road to the

Mohegan Lake shore at a location known as Boy Scout Point in conformance with
proposed ADA Accessibility Guidelines and the APSLMP. 

• Modify the shoreline to the minimum extent necessary to provide an accessible
canoe launch.

Nonconforming Uses
A foot trail bridge over East Inlet near Sagamore Lake consists of two steel I-beam
stringers and a wood deck. The APSLMP requires that foot trail bridges be constructed of
natural materials.
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Various structures near the intersection of the roads to Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill Kare
are not listed in the APSLMP as conforming in wilderness or wild forest, including a
telephone relay and amplifier box serving the three camps, a wood fence to screen the
box from the road, a small rustic wood cabin on the east side of Mohegan Lake Road
which houses an electrical junction facility serving Uncas and Kill Kare, a keypad for
operating the Kamp Kill Kare gate, a small structure which houses a battery backup for
the gate and a delivery drop box. Though nonconforming, these structures may remain if
the landowners have legal rights to maintain them.

ACTIONS

• When the bridge over East Inlet near Sagamore Lake requires reconstruction,
replace it with a new bridge conforming with APSLMP guidelines. 

• Determine the legal status of the structures near the intersection of the roads to
Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill Kare. Work with the landowners to remove
nonconforming structures that may not legally be maintained.

Regulations
The draft BRW UMP proposes the adoption of a number of new regulations to implement
the guidelines of the APSLMP and protect wilderness resources. The MRPWF UMP
includes proposals for a number of regulation changes. In general, public use within the
HGCSMA will be governed by the regulations that apply to the lands and waters of the
BRW and MRPWF. Public information should stress the public use management
differences between the two units. 

Education and Interpretation
The Department publishes a general map and trail guide for the MRPWF, but has not yet
produced an informational brochure specific to the BRW and WMPA. Future
publications should be developed that would include maps of Forest Preserve
management units in the broader context of surrounding communities, attractions and
cultural resources, such as the Adirondack Museum and Great Camp Sagamore. They
should provide extensive interpretive information, along with sources of information
about local tourist attractions and services. The publications should be designed as a
component of a family of publications patterned after the Adirondack Forest Preserve
Map and Guide. The quality of the publication should reflect the value and importance of
the information provided. Publications for the MRPWF and BRW should present a
description of the HGCSMA and show its boundary on the maps. 

A major part of the mission of Camp Sagamore is to interpret the history of the property
in the context of the development of the Forest Preserve. A number of Sagamore’s
activities take place on the Forest Preserve lands that once were part of the original
Sagamore estate. These lands, largely within the BRW, are included in Sagamore’s
National Historic Landmark designation. The outlying ruins of buildings once included in
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the estate, notably the hydroelectric complex, are considered by Sagamore to be vital to
their educational programs and interpretive activities. A number of Sagamore’s programs
also take place at Camp Uncas and on the Forest Preserve lands formerly included in the
Camp Uncas estate.

ACTIONS

• Include Great Camps Sagamore and Uncas and the HGCSMA in high-quality
Department publications about the MRPWF and BRW.

• Provide information about the HGCSMA in the context of regional communities
and the regional tourist economy.

• Support the efforts of the Sagamore Institute to inform the public about the
history and values of the Forest Preserve by maintaining trails for access to the
HGCSMA and retaining the ruins of structures associated with the Great Camps
for use in interpretive programs.

• Support the Sagamore Institute by providing public information to clarify the
distinction between public and private lands. Design trails and parking areas to
accommodate appropriate public use of the HGCSMA while minimizing the
likelihood of uncontrolled public access to Camp Sagamore and Camp Uncas. 

Schedule for Implementation
The actions listed in the following schedule for the implementation of proposed
management actions within the HGCSMA also are included with estimated costs in the
UMPs for the BRW and MRPWF. Accomplishments are contingent upon sufficient
staffing levels and funding. Additional management proposals which may apply within
the conceptual boundary of the HGCSMA are presented in the UMPs for the BRW and
MRPWF. The implementation schedule for the various projects proposed for the
HGCSMA should be viewed in the context of the schedules developed for other
management units throughout the Forest Preserve.

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES 

• Maintain wilderness and wild forest boundary signs and signs along the boundary
of the Sagamore safety zone. 

• Collect and submit trail register sheets and camping permits to unit manager
quarterly.

• With assistance from Sagamore Institute under a stewardship agreement with the
Department, perform routine maintenance of existing trails, including blowdown
removal, brushing and trail marking in accordance with trail classifications and
official trail marking standards. Perform routine maintenance of existing
trailheads, privies, bridges, tent sites and signs. 

• Maintain roads, bridges and gates according to the terms of a memorandum of
understanding among affected parties.
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• Stock fish in unit waters consistent with Bureau of Fisheries policies and
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on Fish Species Management
Activities of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation,
Division of Fish and Wildlife, June 1980.

• Monitor area to identify occurrences of invasive plants. Take appropriate action.
• Plow parking areas for access to Sagamore trails.

YEAR 1
• Sagamore ruins: secure valvehouse and powerhouse. Inspect other ruins and take

appropriate safety measures.
• Propose reclassification of wild forest parcel east of road between Sagamore Lake

and Lake Kora to wilderness.
• Adopt as official foot and ski trails following existing trails: Sagamore Lake trail,

Big Slope trail, Crossover trail, Powerhouse trail, Cascades trail, Mohegan Lake
trail and Traveling Rock trail . Adopt Beaverflow trail as an official foot, bicycle
and ski trail. Install trail markers and remove blowdown. Develop and implement
sign plan. Install Storey registers at both ends of Sagamore Lake trail and in large
parking area across from main entrance to Sagamore. Designate two tent sites
with fire rings in vicinity of Sagamore Lake. Move boulder barrier at north
entrance Sagamore Lake trail closer to road. Modify boulder barriers at both ends
of Sagamore Lake trail to allow passage of wheelchairs. Relocate Sagamore Lake
trail near south entrance.

• Develop a stewardship agreement to allow the Sagamore Institute to maintain the
trails within the HGCSMA. 

• Work with owners of Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill Kare to replace Mohegan Lake
Road and Lake Kora Road gates with Department gates.

• Initiate process of updating memoranda of understanding with owners of Camp
Sagamore, Camp Uncas and Kamp Kill Kare pertaining to the maintenance of
roads and bridges.

• Determine legal status of nonconforming structures near intersection of Mohegan
Lake Road and Lake Kora Road, work with landowners to remove structures that
may not legally be maintained.

• Modify parking area for Cascades trail to accommodate five cars, including one
accessible parking space. Modify boulder barrier to allow passage of wheelchairs.
Install standard trail register.

• Adopt regulation prohibiting public use of aircraft and motorboats on Mohegan
Lake.

YEAR 2
• Develop existing parking area off spur road to back entrance to Sagamore to

accommodate five cars, including one accessible parking space. Install signs.
• Delineate large parking area across from main entrance to Camp Sagamore with

boulders, install railing in center to indicate proper parking orientation.
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• Implement Mohegan Lake accessibility project, including upgrading Bear Pond
Road, constructing accessible 2-car parking area, relocating Bear Pond Road gate,
installing accessible privy, installing signs, making trail to lake shore accessible
and constructing accessible canoe launch.

YEAR 3
• Conduct comprehensive fisheries surveys of Rock Pond and Sagamore Lake.
• Contract analysis of accessibility of Cascades and Sagamore Lake trails. Provide

information at trailheads. 

YEAR 4
• Fill gaps in deck of East Inlet bridge and replace small bridge on trail off

Sagamore Lake’s southeast shore to make them accessible. 

YEAR 5
• Investigate options to improve accessibility of canoe launch on Sagamore Lake

and implement if feasible. Investigate possibility of providing accessible tent site.
If suitable site found, construct tent site with accessible privy. 
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Section 6 - Schedule for Implementation and
Estimated Budget

The following tables outline a schedule for the implementation of proposed management
actions and their estimated costs. Accomplishments are contingent upon sufficient
staffing levels and funding. For some projects requiring specialized expertise or
significant staff resources, the use of a contractor is specified. However it is expected that
most projects will be done by Department staff. To conform with program budgeting
practices, estimated project costs are based on current costs for materials and wages for
seasonal staff labor, excluding fringe benefits and indirect costs. The estimates do not
include capital expenditures for items such as equipment, nor do they include permanent
program staff salaries. Therefore, costs shown are significantly lower than they would be
for outside contractors. The implementation schedule for the various projects proposed
for the area should be viewed in conjunction with the schedules developed for other
management units throughout the Forest Preserve.

Annual Activities Estimated
Annual

Cost

Maintain boundary lines (6 miles/year @ $300/mi.). $1,800

Monitor boundary lines, identify all encroachments and take
appropriate enforcement action.

PS1

Collect and submit trail register sheets and camping permits to unit
manager quarterly.

PS

Obtain GPS locations and conduct inventories of all newly discovered
tent sites, including those for which camping permits issued.

$200

Perform routine maintenance of existing trails, including blowdown
removal, brushing and trail marking in accordance with trail
classifications and official trail marking standards. 16.5 miles x
$200/mile. Assumes Sagamore trails maintained under stewardship
agreement.

$3,300

Perform routine maintenance of existing trailheads, lean-tos, privies,
bridges, tent sites and signs. 

$1,500

Enact voluntary trail closures during “frost–in” and “frost–out.” PS

Conduct biological, chemical, and/or physical surveys of selected unit
waters to assess management needs and to determine progress toward
UMP objectives. One survey every two years. Cost is average annual
cost.

$200
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Maintain radio equipment on Wakely Mountain fire tower. Use
helicopters after August 1 and before May 15, except in emergencies,
to protect Bicknell’s thrush.

$200

Stock fish in unit waters consistent with Bureau of Fisheries policies
and Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on Fish Species
Management Activities of the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation, Division of Fish and Wildlife, June
1980.

PS

Work with APIPP to implement continuum of early detection invasive
plant inventories focusing on all trails, parking areas, barriers, existing
facilities, Cedar River Road and Sagamore Road and all waters with
public access. Take immediate and appropriate action to eradicate or
contain all “easy to contain-low abundance” terrestrial and aquatic
invasive plant infestations. Train Department staff and educate the
public about invasive species identification, prevention and
management.

$3,000

Conduct surveys of moose, American marten, spruce grouse and
spruce grouse habitat, boreal habitats and associated bird species such
as Bicknell’s thrush. Support statewide survey efforts, such as the
Breeding Bird Atlas and New York Natural Heritage Program
surveys. Inventory and map deer wintering areas.

PS

Maintain vista on Sawyer Mountain to existing dimensions. $100

Work with DOT to assure that Slim Pond, Wilson Pond, NP Trail and
Sawyer Mountain trailheads on Route 28 are plowed in winter. Make
arrangements to plow the Cascade Pond trailhead.

PS

Plow parking areas for access to Sagamore trails. $1,000

Total Cost – Annual maintenance and other activities $11,300

Year 1 Estimated
Cost

Designate unit manager and appoint unit management team. PS

Sagamore ruins: secure valvehouse and powerhouse. Inspect other
ruins and take appropriate safety measures.

$1,000
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Determine legal status of nonconforming structures near intersection
of Mohegan Lake Road and Lake Kora Road, work with landowners
to remove structures that may not legally be maintained.

PS

Implement appropriate BMPs at the encroaching Japanese knotweed
infestations occurring beyond the southern, jurisdictional right-of-way
of State Route 28 near reference marker 28-2209-127. 

$500

Collaborate with DOT to eradicate parent stands of Japanese
knotweed that occur within and beyond the maintained rights-of-way
of Durant Road and State Route 28/30 near their intersection.

PS

Install aquatic invasive plant signage at the Sagamore Lake and South
Inlet waterway access sites and the Sprague Pond trailhead.

$200

Remove contents of old dump sites between Golden Beach
Campground septic system and Death Brook Falls and restore sites to
natural conditions.

$15,000

Should engineering analysis determine that Golden Beach
Campground septic system should be moved to location outside BRW,
reclaim site of Golden Beach Campground septic system.

$5,000

Propose reclassification of wild forest parcel east of road between
Sagamore Lake and Lake Kora to wilderness.

PS

Propose classification of unclassified Forest Preserve parcel off
Durant Road to place part in BRW and part in BMWF.

PS

Rebuild Wakely Mountain helipad. (25' x 25'). Conduct construction
activities after August 1 and before May 15 to protect Bicknell’s
thrush.

$7,500

Install radio repeater, solar panels and antenna on
Wakely Mountain fire tower. Conduct construction
activities after August 1 and before May 15 to protect
Bicknell’s thrush.

Equipment $9,500

Delivery and
Installation

$700

Secure Wakely Mountain observer cabin. Conduct construction
activities after August 1 and before May 15 to protect Bicknell’s
thrush.

$600
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Adopt as official foot and ski trails following existing foot trails near
Sagamore Lake: Sagamore Lake trail, Big Slope trail, Crossover trail,
Powerhouse trail, and Cascades trail. Install trail markers and remove
blowdown. Develop and implement sign plan. Install Storey registers
at both ends of Sagamore Lake trail and in large parking area across
from main entrance to Sagamore. Designate two tent sites with fire
rings in the vicinity of Sagamore Lake. Move boulder barrier at north
entrance Sagamore Lake trail closer to road. Modify boulder barriers
at both ends of Sagamore Lake trail to allow passage of wheelchairs.
Relocate Sagamore Lake trail near south entrance. 

$6,000 2

Develop a stewardship agreement to allow the Sagamore Institute to
maintain the trails within the HGCSMA. 

PS

Modify parking area for Cascades trail to accommodate five cars,
including one accessible parking space. Modify boulder barrier to
allow passage of wheelchairs. Install standard trail register.

$1,400

Install Storey registers at Cascade Pond and Wilson Pond trailheads. $800

Install trailhead signs at Sawyer Mt., Cascade Pond and Wilson Pond
trailheads. Install Northville-Lake Placid Trail guideboards in Lake
Durant Campground. Install canoe access sign at Rt. 28 parking area
for South Inlet.

$500

Install boulder barriers on each of three Gould road spurs, access road
from Finch, Pruyn and Company lands north of Sugarloaf Mt.,
unmarked trail to Dishrag Pond, road off Cedar River Road
approximately one-half mile west of Sprague Pond trailhead, winter
road to South Inlet Falls. (In MRPWF, install boulder barriers on
Gould Road, at end of Wakely Mountain parking area, end of new
parking area for Cellar Pond route to Wakely Mountain.)

$700 2

Remove debris from target shooting area in former gravel pit off
Cedar River Road east of Fletcher Pond. Plant a variety of native trees
to supplement natural revegetation. Fix existing boulder barrier
blocking former entrance road. Provide space for wheelchair passage.
Designate one primitive tent site.

$600

Develop uniform method of collecting use data across unit. PS

Inform public about upcoming regulations. PS

Until regulation regarding camping group size is passed, suspend
issuance of all camping permits for groups of 10 or more.

PS

Total Cost – Year 1 $50,000
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Year 2 Estimated
Cost

Develop LAC indicators and standards for trails, tent sites, lean-to
sites and social conditions. Inventory selected indicators on marked
trails.

$1,000

Rehabilitate Wakely Mountain fire tower for public access. Remove
two privies, install new privy at appropriate location. Install secondary
directional sign at intersection of Route 28 and Cedar River Road.
Conduct construction activities after August 1 and before May 15 to
protect Bicknell’s thrush.

$5,000

Construct relocated section of Northville-Lake Placid trail from
Wakely Dam to Stephens Pond, mark with blue NP Trail markers (7.3
miles). Install appropriate signs and guideboards. Replace Wakely
Mountain trail register with Storey register (BRW and MRPWF).

$16,000 2

Block and brush in section of former Northville-Lake Placid Trail
from intersection of new trail south of Stephens Pond southeast to
private land boundary.

$400

Investigate new trail to Ledge Mountain or another suitable
destination in Blue Mountain Wild Forest. If suitable opportunity
found, amend Blue Mountain Wild Forest UMP and construct new
trail. Once new trail constructed, discontinue maintenance of Sawyer
Mountain trail and vista. Remove trail markers, trailhead signs and
trail register. Maintain existing parking area for general access to
BRW lands. 

$400

Promulgate regulations. PS

Install sign at South Inlet waterway access site. Install privy. $700

Inspect and evaluate existing fish barrier dam on Sprague Pond to
decide whether dam should be repaired, relocated or removed. If
feasible, repair or replace dam, reclaim Sprague Pond and restock with
heritage strain brook trout, possibly blacknose shiner.

$12,000 to
rebuild dam

Build fish barrier dam on outlet of Slim Pond (R-P302), reclaim pond
and stock with heritage strain of brook trout.

$3,000

Contract development and printing of 5,000 copies of BRW and
WMPA brochure.

$2,000

Total Cost – Year 2 $40,500
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Year 3 Estimated
Cost

Inventory selected LAC indicators at lean-tos and primitive tent sites
in zone 1.

$1,000

After Moose River Plains Wild Forest UMP adopted, construct
parking area for 12 cars, including one accessible parking space, and
construct foot trail from Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road through
Cellar Pond to summit of Wakely Mountain. Install trailhead sign,
appropriate guideboards and Storey register. Mark with red trail
markers. (MRPWF and WMPA)

$2,000 2

Construct and mark Slim Pond trail (blue) and install boulder barrier
with space for wheelchair passage. Designate one tent site on Slim
Pond, one on Bear Pond. Construct fire rings. Install trailhead sign and
standard trail register.

$3,000

Remove refuse near Death Brook Falls trail. Mark trail (blue). Install
accessible privy, trailhead sign and Storey register. Improve trail for
people with disabilities. Install accessible bridge across wet spot near
end of trail. Install barriers.

$10,000

Close and revegetate unsuitable campsites on Sprague Pond, construct
or designate two tent sites conforming with APSLMP guidelines.
Construct fire rings. Construct parking area (four spaces, including
one accessible space). Replace gate with boulder barrier. Provide
space for wheelchair passage. Install trailhead sign and standard trail
register. Mark trail (red) and extend trail to locations of tent sites.
Make minor trail accessibility improvements. If feasible, improve
accessibility for hand launching of boats, provide accessible tent site
(cost to be determined). 

$6,000

Communicate with NYSDOT to schedule construction and paving of
trailhead parking areas along Route 28 for Wilson Pond trail (six cars,
including one accessible parking space) and Death Brook Falls trail
(six cars, including one accessible parking space).

PS

Verify status of access road to cemetery off Durant Road. If
appropriate, install boulder barrier.

$500

Conduct comprehensive fisheries surveys of Rock Pond and Sagamore
Lake.

$400

Contract inventory of ecological communities, rare species and critical
habitats.

$20,000
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Contract analysis of accessibility of Cascades, Sagamore Lake, Death
Brook Falls and Sprague Pond trails. Provide information at
trailheads. 

$5,000

Construct or designate one primitive tent site on Wilson Pond
conforming with APSLMP guidelines. Construct fire ring. Replace
fireplace at Wilson Pond lean-to with fire ring.

$400

Close and revegetate campsite near Stephens Pond lean-to, construct
or designate one new primitive tent site conforming with APSLMP
guidelines. Construct fire ring. Replace fireplace at Stephens Pond
lean-to with fire ring.

$600

Construct new lean-to along relocated NPT at suitable location
between Gould road and Brown’s Brook.

$7,000

Replace Cascade Pond lean-to at site that conforms with APSLMP
guidelines. Construct fire ring. Install privy. Construct or designate
one additional primitive tent site conforming with APSLMP
guidelines. Construct fire ring.

$7,000

Locate and mark boundary between BRW and Lake Durant
Campground on trails.

PS

Install bulletin board with information about nearby trails at parking
area in Lake Durant Campground (LDC).

$0 2

Reprint BRW and WMPA brochure. $1,000

Total Cost – Year 3 $63,900

Year 4 Estimated
Cost

Contract with university to conduct visitor study, including an
inventory of selected LAC indicators for social conditions in zones 1.

$20,000

Construct Wilson Pond - Cascade Pond crossover trail (1.6 miles).
Mark with yellow markers, remove blowdown, construct bridges,
install guideboards.

$3,000

Construct Cascade Pond parking area on west side of access road
(proposed BRW). Install accessible parking space in existing parking
area on east side of access road and define parking area with boulders
(proposed BMWF).

$3,000 
total project

cost
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Fill gaps in deck of East Inlet bridge (65 feet) and replace small bridge
on trail off Sagamore Lake’s southeast shore to make them accessible. 

$2,000

Construct bog bridging on Wilson Pond trail (200 feet). $2,000

Reprint BRW and WMPA brochure. $1,000

Total Cost – Year 4 $31,000

Year 5 Estimated
Cost

Complete inventory of unmarked trails and primitive tent sites in zone
2. Inventory selected LAC indicators for unmarked trails and primitive
tent sites in zone 2.

$3,000

Investigate the possibility of providing public parking on the access
road from Cedar River Road through private lands to the BRW
between Sugarloaf and Metcalf Mountains.

PS

Determine the status and location of a foot trail right-of-way from
Route 28 across private lands near Crystal Lake to lands of the BRW.

PS

Develop sign inventory and sign plan. $1,000

Investigate options to improve accessibility of canoe launch on
Sagamore Lake and implement if feasible. Investigate possibility of
providing accessible tent site. If suitable site found, construct tent site
with accessible privy. 

$3,000

Reprint BRW and WMPA brochure. $1,000

Initiate UMP review and 5–year update. PS

Total Cost – Year 5 $8,000
1Permanent staff alone will accomplish the task. Tasks for which costs are given also
require the involvement of permanent staff. 
2Cost does not include work to be done in other management units.

Cost Summary
Five Years Annual Maintenance Costs: $ 56,500
Five Years New Projects:  193,400
Total Costs for Five Years:  249,900
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