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BLUE MOUNTAIN WILD FOREST 
AND 

HUDSON GORGE PRIMITIVE AREAS 
BREEDING BIRD ATLAS KEY 

• - Blue Mountain Wild Forest Area Boundary 

- Hudson Gorge Primitive Area Boundary 
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APPENDIX 8 

MAMMALS OF THE BLUE MT. WILD FOREST AREA 

Alces alces 
Blarina brevicauda 
Canis latrans 
Castor canadensis 
Clethrionomys gapperi 
Condylura cristata 
Didelphis virginiana 
Eptesicus fuscus 
Erethizon dorsatum 
Glaucomys sabrinus 
Glaucomys volans 
Lasionycteris noctivagans 
Lasiurus borealis 
Lasiurus cinereus 
Lepus americanus 
Lutra canadensis 
Lynx rufus 
Marmota monax 
Martes americana 
Martes pennanti 
Mephitis mephitis 
Microtus chrotorrhinus 
Michrotus pennsylvanicus 
Microtus pinetorum 
Mus musculus 
Mustela erminea 
Mustela frenata 
Mustela vison 
Myotis leibii 
Myotis lucifugus 
Myotis septentrionalis 
Myotis sodalis 
Napaeozapus insignis 
Odocoileus virginianus 
Ondatra zibethicus 
Parascalops breweri 
Peromyscus leucopus 
Peromyscus maniculatus 
Pipistrellus subflavus 
Procyon lotor 
Rattus norvegicus 
Sciurus carolinensis 
Sorex cinereus 
Sorex dispar 
Sorex fumeus 
Sorex hoyi 
Sorex palustris 
Sylvilagus floridanus 
Sylvilagus transitionalis 
Synaptomys cooperi 
Tamias striatus 
Tamiasciurus hudsonicus 
Urocyon cinereoargenteus 
Ursus arnericanus 
Vulpes vulpes 
Zapus'hudsonius 
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- Moose 
- Northern Short tailed Shrew 
- Coyote 
- Beaver 
- Southern red-backed Vole 
- Star-nosed Mole 

Virginia Oppossum 
- Big Brown Bat 
- Porcupine 
- Northern Flying Squirrel 
- Southern Flying Squirrel 
- Silver-haired Bat 
- Red Bat 
- Hoary Bat 
- Varying Hare 
- River Otter 
- Bobcat 
- Woodchuck 
- Marten 
- Fisher 
- Striped Skunk 
- Rock Vole 
- Meadow Vole 
- Woodland Vole 
- House Mouse 
- Ermine 
- Long-tailed Weasel 
- Mink 
- Small-footed Bat (Small-footed Myotis) 
- Little Brown Bat (Little Brown Myotis) 
- Northern Long-eared Myotis 
- Indiana Bat (Indiana Myotis) 
- Woodland Jumping Mouse 
- White-tailed Deer 
- Muskrat 
- Hairy-tailed Mole 
- White-footed Mouse 
- Deer Mouse 
- Eastern Pipistrelle 
- Raccoon 
- Norway Rat 
- Grey Squirrel 

Masked Shrew 
- Long-tailed or Rock Shrew 
- Smoky Shrew 
- Pygmy Shrew 
- Water Shrew 
- Eastern Cottontail 
- New England Cottontail 
- Southern Bog Lemming 
- Eastern Chipmunk 
- Red Squirrel 
- Gray Fox 
- Black Bear 
- Red Fox 
- Meadow Jumping Mouse 
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REPTILES OF THE BLUE MT. WILD FOREST AREA 

Chelydra serpentina 
Chrysemys picta 
Clemmys insculpta 
Diadophis punctatus 
Lampropeltis triangulum 
Nerodia sipedon 
Opheodrys vernalis 
Storeria d~kayi 
Storeria occipitomaculata 
Thamnophis sauritus 
Thamnophis sirtalis 

- Snapping Turtle 
- Painted Turtle 
- Wood Turtle 
- Ringneck Snake 
- Milk Snake 
- Northern Water Snake 
- Smooth Green Snake 
- Brown Snake 
- Redbelly Snake 
- Eastern Ribbon Snake 
- Common Garter Snake 

AMPHIBIANS OF THE BLUE MT. WILD FOREST AREA 

Ambystoma laterale 
Ambystoma maculatum 
Bufo americanus 
Desmognathus fuscus 
Desmognathus ochrophaeus 
Eurycea bislineata 
Gyrinophilus porphyriticus 
Hyla versicolor 
Notophthalmus viridescens 
Plethodon cinereus 
Rana catesbeiana 
Rana clamitans 
Rana palustris 
n~~n ~~~~~~~-~~--1~
J.LU.UCI. OC::.tJl..-C.Lil...L-.LUl!Cl.J..J..~ 

Rana sylvatica 

- Blue-spotted Salamander 
- Spotted Salamander 
- American Toad 
- Dusky Salamander 
- Mt. Dusky Salamander 
- Two-lined Salamander 
- Spring Salamander 
- Gray Treefrog 
- Red-spotted Newt 
- Redback Salamander 
- Bullfrog 
- Green Frog 
- Pickerel Frog 
- Mink Frog 
- Wood Frog 
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CLEARED 
TRAIL TREAD TREAD HEIGHT 

CLASS TYPE SIGNAGE MARKERS WIDTH WIDTH CLEARANCE COMMENTS PUBLIC USE MAINTENANCE"* 

FOOT TRAILS: 

I Unmarked Route No No - - - User-Created Trails Occasional None 

II Path Yes No - - - Traditional Route Local Use 1 (occasionally) 

III Primitive Trail Yes Yes 3' 18"-24" 8' Leads to Specific Low Use 1 (every 2-3 yrs) 

I~ (limited) Destination 2 (5-10 yrs) 
3 (minor) z 

t:l 
IV Secondary Trail Yes Yes 4' 18"-24" 8' ---- Light-Moderate Use 1 (annually) H 

2 (when necessary) 
:>< 

3. 4. 5 I-' 
I-' 

~ 

-..J v Trunk Trail Yes Yes 6' 18"-36" 8' Major Route of Travel Moderate-High Use 1 (annually) 
0 
I Designed for Constant Use 2, 3. 4, 5 I~ OTHER TRAILS 

H 

c Canoe Carry Yes Yes 8' (max) 10' Trail Also Cleared of --- l (annually) 

I~ Roots and Stumps other structures 
as necessary 

en 
H Horse Trail Yes Yes 8' 2'-4~ 10' Avoid Corduroy Bridging --- Same as Trunk I~ Trail H 

(') 

s Nordic Ski Trail Yes Yes 4'-6' 3' 10' Trail Should be Wider at --- 1 ( annually) I~ Turns and Steep Section 5 (where needed) 
0 z 

B All-Terrain Yes No 3'-4' , l '-3 I 8' Address Possible User --- Standards to be IC!.! 
Bicycle Conflicts Developed * 

*Adapted from 1986 NYSDEC Forest Preserve Policy Manual, Trail Construction and Maintenance Manual, and USFS Trails Management Handbook. 

**Trail Maintenance: 
l - Blowdown Removal 2 - Trail Brushing 3 - Erosion Control Structures (waterbars, drainage ditches, e~c.) 
4 - Trail Hardening 5 - Bridges 



TRAIL 
CLASS TYPE SIGNAGE MARKERS WIDTH 

Other no no 

Local Use Limited yes 4'-6' 

D ·Secondary Limited yes 4'-8' 

c Secondary yes yes 11 1 -8 1 

B Corridor yes yes 8' 

A Corridor yes yes 12+' 
(DEC, OPRHP, Town, County) 

TR.l\IL 
SURFACE 

Ungroomed 

Ung:roomed 

Un groomed 

Groomed 

Groomed 

Groomed 

GROOMED 
WIDTH 

4' 

8' 

12' 

PUDLIC USE 

Snowmobile Activity On Frozen Waterbodies 

Lead to a Particular Point of Interest 

Provides Access to Main Trail Segment 

Provides Access to Necessary Facilities from 
Main Trail 

Connecting Trail Linking Communties and Passing 
Near Associated Support Facilities (service 
stations, motels, etc.) 

Main Connecting Trails/Unplowed Public Roads 
Same as Above 

MAINTENANCE,... 

None 

1, 2, 4 (occesionaly) 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 (minor) 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5,, 6 (minor) 

1, 2, 3, 4, s,, 6 

Intensive Maintenance 

I 
~ 
co 
0 
1 *Adapted from 1986 NYSDEC Forest Preserve Policy Manual and State of New York Snowmobile Trail Plan (OPHRP, 1989) 

**Trail Maintenance: 
1 - Blowdown Removal 2 - Trail Brushing 3 - Erosion Control Structures (box culverts, etc.) 
4 - Trail Hardening (corduroy) 5 - Bridges 6 - Trail Rehabilitation (rock removal, side hill leveling, etc., where necessary for user safety) 

DEC SNOWMOBILE TRAIL STANDARDS* 

ALIGNMENT AND GRADE 

1. Trail alignment shall avoid blind curves and abrupt changes in either 
horizontal or vertical direction. 

2. Minimum sight distance shall be 50 feet. 

3. Curves with a radius of less tha·n 25 feet shall not be included in any 
trail alignment. 

4. Grades shall not exceed 20%. 

5. Line and grade shall be designed so as to insure that the average 
snowmobile operator can safely negotiate the trail w:lth. little or no 
difficulty and experience a ride that is interesting and safe. 

TRAIL WIDTH 

Corridor trails may be kept clear to a width of eight feet on straight or 
gently curved stretches of trail and to a width of twelve feet on curves 
and steep grades where the cutting of trees or other woody growth of over 
three inches DBH is not necessary. 

Secondary trails may be kept clear to a maximum width of eight feet where 
cutting of trees or other woody growth of over three inches DBH is not 
necessary. 

All trails, regardless of class, shall be kept clear to a height of twelve 
feet, as measured from ground level, where the cutting of trees or other 
woody growth of over three inches DBH is not necessary. 
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APPENDIX 12 

PRIMITIVE USE TRAIL 

These markers identify where a maintained path 
for foot, cross country ski, or snowshoe travel 
exists on NYS lands. 

These markers occur in three colors (blue, red, 
and yellow) and identify foot trails in the area. 
In general, yellow markers are used for spur 
trails, blue markers are used for north/south 
trails, and red markers for east/west trails. The 
degree and type of maintenance is dependent on 
both the trail classification and the designation of 
the unit. 

These markers identify areas suitable for cross 
country ski or snowshoe travel and are not con
structed, maintained or groomed with the use of 
motor vehicles. 

MULTIPLE USE TRAIL 

These markers identify where more intensive 
recreational uses are allowed in addition to 
primitive uses. 

Horseback use is allowed on DEC administered 
lands with the exception of intensive use areas, 
marked foot trails, or designated snowmobile 
and cross country ski trails that are covered with 
snow or ice. These markers occur in three 
colors (blue, red, and yellow) and identify horse 
trails in the area. 

~~Of NEW y, 
A...~ o~ 

c;_, . + 
SNOWMOBILE 

'" TRAIL . :z 
-z... 0 
~ DEPARTMENT i::' 

o+, OF ~'<:t' 
~el\trAL co~c.,«; 

Snowmobiling is permitted only in those areas 
classified as Wild Forest, Intensive Use, or in 
limited instances within 500 feet of a highway 
right-of-way. Snowmobile use is prohibited 
except on designated marked trails or on the 
frozen surface of lakes and ponds, when access 
is provided by a marked DEC trail or public 
highway. In addition the trail must be com
pletely covered with snow or ice. 

. . . - - . 

All terrain bicycle use is permitted only in those areas classified as Wild Forest, Intensive Use, or in 
instances where a legal right-of-way exists. Roads and trails will be identified during the unit 
management planning process where ATB use is allowed. 
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APPENDIX 12 

This marker is used to designate a temporary camping site for up to three 
tents and designed to accommodate a maximum of eight people .. 
Directional arrows identify where sites are located. A variation of this 
marker (red slash/no camping) is used to control illegal camping at 
specific locations. 
In wild forest areas primitive tentsites may be grouped to accommodate 
a ma.'<imum of 20 people under a DEC group camping permit. 

This marker is used to prohibit open fires in sensitive locations. 
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BIG GAME AND FURBEARER HARVEST RECORDS .. 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 
TOWN YEAR 

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 

Long Lake 318 349 287 312 365 
Indian Lake 259 292' 296 288 326 

(Total Reported) Minerva 120 103 109 126 161 

BLltCK BEAR 
SEASON TOWN YEAR 

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 

Early Long Lake 8 3 6 6 4 
Total Long Lake 16 43 20 23 28 

Early Indian Lake 3 3 4 6 6 
Total Indian Lake 9 29 31 17 30 

Early Minerva 7 0 3 1 0 
Total Minerva 10 17 13 7 9 

Hamilton Co. Essex Co. 
Year Long Lake Indian Lake Minerva 

Beaver 1987-88 191 83 76 
1988-89 100 62 37 
1989-90 125 118 67 
1990-91 61 42 71 
1991-92 54 105 1 

Bobcat 1987-88 12 4 0 
1988-89 2 2 0 
1989-90 7 2 0 
1990-91 4 0 1 
1991-92 6 2 1 

Coyote 1987-88 8 7 4 
1988-89 4 5 1 
1989-90 5 4 1 
1990-91 3 5 1 
1991-92 4 12 0 

Fisher 1987-88 25 20 12 
1988-89 6 3 4 
1989-90 12 7 4 
1990-91 4 6 5 
1991-92 4 4 0 

otter 1987-88 47 5 6 
1988-89 10 1 1 
1989-90 9 20 0 
1990-91 20 3 3 
1991-92 20 7 3 

Martin 1987-88 11 0 0 
1988-89 0 0 0 
1989-90 3 0 0 
1990-91 7 3 2 
1991-92 0 0 2 
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DEER TAKE BY TOWN 
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~PPENDIX 14 
'' 

AGREEMENT DELEGATING OPERATION 

This Agreement made as of September 1, 1993, by and 

between the NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
': 

CONSERVATION, with its principal office at 50 Wolf Road, 

Albany, New York 12233-0001 (hereinafter DEPARTMENT) 

and 

THE TOWN OF INDIAN LAKE, a municipal corporation having its 

principal office at Town Hall, Indian Lake, New York 12842 

(hereinafter TOWN) . 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the People of the State of New York are the 

owners in fee of certain real property more particularly 

described in Schedule A, annexed hereto and made a part 

hereof, which property is under the jurisdiction of the 

DEPARTMENT, and is hereinafter referred to as the site; 

WHEREAS, the site is part of the Forest Preserve and is 

within the Adirondack Park and is classified as Wild Forest 

pursuant to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the site provides a suitable and convenient 

access point to the Indian River for the launching of rafts 

and other vessels; and 
; I 
I' 

WHEREAS, the TOWN has encouraged the development of 

rafting on the 'Indian River and desires to regulate the use 

of the site to provide for the safe and enjoyable use of the 

Indian River by rafters using the site as access for that 
ti 

purpose; and 

i' 
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- 2 -

WHEREAS, in 1986 the DEPARTMENT desianated the site as 

a waterway access site in accordance with the provisions of 

th& Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, as more fully 

documented in Schedule B attached hereto and made a part 

hereof; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises, it is 

agreed by and between the parties as follows: 

1. Pursuant to its authority in the Environmental 

Conservation Law (§3-0301 and §9-0105), the DEPARTMENT 

designates the TOWN as agent of the DEPARTMENT for the 

operation and maintenance of the site which designation the 

TOWN accepts. 

2. The term of this designation is from September 1, 

1993 through and including December 31, 1998, unless sooner 

terminated pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 12 

hereof. 

3. The TOWN shall hold and save harmless the People of 

the State of New York, ~he DEPARTMENT, their officials, 

employees and agents from any claim or liability arising out 

of this agreement. 

4. The TOWN shall procure and carry public liability 

insurance on the site in an amount and with an insurer 

approved by the DEPARTMENT and will provide the DEPARTMENT 

with ~ certificate of such insurance. The naming of the 

1 People of the State of New York and the DEPARTMENT as 

: 1,,. 

I. 

'. 
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- 3 -

additional insureds on, and the extension to the site of the 

TOWN'S existing general public liability policy will be 

satisfactory compliance provided (1) certificate thereof is 

provided, (2) the insurer is licensed to do business in New 

York, and (3) the policy limits are in the minimum of 

$500,000/$1,000,000. 

5. The site is to be open to the public without charge 

for the use thereof. 

6. The site is to be maintained by the TOWN in a 

proper and safe condition. 

7. The management of the site by the TOWN shall be in 

accordance with the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan, 

with the terms of the Blue Mountain Wild Forest Unit 

Management Plan and the Hudson Gorge Primitive Area Unit 

Management plan as adopted by the DEPARTMENT and with all 

applicable parts of Title 6 of the Official Compilation of 

Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York 

(6NYCRR), particularly Parts 59 and 190 thereof. The Unit 

Management Plans listed above contain detailed sections 

regarding seasonal use of the site; biological, physical and 

aesthetic impacts of rafting on the waterways in the 

unit(s); and related management recommendations. 

8. The TOWN is not authorized, absent prior express 

writt,en approval of the DEPARTMENT, to construct any gates 

or structures of any kind or to operate, or permit the 
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- 4 -

! operation of, any motor vehicles or motorized equipment on . ; 
:! the site. 

9. The TOWN shall furnish the DEPARTMENT with an 

annual report, by December 31 of each year, regarding its 

operation and maintenance of the site which report shall 

include: (1) a description of any maintenance activities 

undertaken on the site, (2) an account of the public use 

made thereof including actual daily totals of the numbers of 

customers conveyed by rafting outfitters, as well as 

estimated daily totals of the numbers of rafts, canoes, and 

kayaks which are not associated with rafting outfitters, (3) 

a report of any incidents involving violation of 

regulations, (4) a report of any injuries sustained thereon, 

(5) an account of any claims made against the TOWN because 

of its operation and management of the site, and (6) any 

other matters deemed appropriate by the TOWN or requested by 

the DEPARTMENT. 

10. The parties agree that the carrying capacity of 

1 the site is a maximum of one thousand (l,000) rafting 

customers per day. The TOWN will manage the site so that 

i. this maximum number will not be exceeded. 

11. The TOWN will provide such on-site supervision and 

control as is necessary to insure that, during peak periods 

of usage, there is an orderly put-in of those using the site 

so that the public health and safety are maintained. The 

, .. 
; 

I 

! 
-189-



' 

APPENDIX 14 

- 5 -

TOWN is specifically authorized to make any additional 

regulations reasonably necessary to insure the safe and 

orderly usage of the site. 

12. This Agreement may be terminated, for cause, by 

either party hereto on the giving of ninety (90) days 
! ! 

written notice provided that, during such period the party 

to whom such notice is addressed may cure the deficiency 

complained of in such notice. If such deficiency 

within such ninety (90) days, or any mutually agreed upon 

!: extension thereof, then this Agreement shall remain in full 

force and effect as if no notice had been given; otherwise 

this Agreement shall terminate on the date specified in the 

notice. 

13. Nothing herein contained is a substantive grant of 

authority to the TOWN of any powers it does not otherwise 

possess. The TOWN'S authority to enter into and implement 

this Agreement is based upon its powers under the General 

! · Municipal Law and Town Law. 

! 

'' 
14. This Agreement does not vest in the TOWN any real 

property interest in the site but is only a delegation of 
ii 

the management responsibilities for the site. Fee to the 

real property is and remains in the People of the State of 

New York under the jurisdiction of the DEPARTMENT which 

retains all the rights incident thereto, including the right 

to inspect the site at any time. 

i' 
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15. This agreement merges the prior negotiations of 

)
1 the parties. There are no promises, representations, 

! ~ 
'; 

; i 

covenants, or warranties other than those expressed herein. 

16. This Agreement may not be assigned by the TOWN 

without the prior written consent of the DEPARTMENT. 

17. This agreement may not be modified except in 

writing subscribed by the parties hereto. 

18. This Agreement binds the parties hereto and their 

respective successors, if any. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused the 

execution of this document by their authorized officers. 

THE TOWN OF INDIAN LAKE 

BY: 

ITS: 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

BY: 

ITS: 

-191-



! . 

! . 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
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SS. : 

On this day of , 1993, before me 
personally came , to me known, who 
being by me duly worn, did depose and say that he resides at 

' that he is the of the municipal 
corporation described herein, and which executed the above 
instrument and that he signed his name thereto by order of 
the Town Board of such municipal corporation. 

NOTARY PUBLIC STATE OF NEW YORK 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
SS. : 

COUNTY OF ALBAN'i 0 

On this day of , 1993, before me 
personally came , who being by 
me duly sworn, deposed and said that he resides at 

Commissioner of the NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION, that he executed. the foregoing 
instrument for and in behalf of the People of the State of 
New York pursuant to authority of law. 

NOTARY PUBLIC STATE OF NEW YORK 
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SCHEDULE A 

• All that certain piece or parcel of land situate, lying 
I ' 

' and being in the Town of Indian Lake, County of Hamilton and 

Ii State of New York, more particularly bounded and described 

as follows: 

Beginning at the southwestern corner of lot 132 in 

Township 17 of Totten and Crossfield's Purchase, being also 

the northwestern corner of lot 131 in said township and 

purchase, thence northerly along the west line of said lot 

132, 350 feet to a point; thence easterly, parallel with the 

south line of said lot 132, 350 feet to the south line of 

said lot 132; thence westerly along the south line of said 

lot 132, 350 feet to a point or place of beginning. 

' ' 
I ' : ; 
! : 
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- 9 -

SCHEDULE B 

DESIGNATION OF WATERWAY ACCESS SITE - 1986 

;j In consultation with Adirondack Park Agency staff, the 
if Department has addressed each of the following guidelines in 
':designating this site: 
'' 

'1. 

'. 2. 

; ! 

: ; 

I 
I 

I 

I 

3. 

i 4. 
I 

I 

: l 

There are not public land launching facilities on the 
Indian River and only one small dangerously narrow 
trail on adjacent private land where launching kayaks, 
canoes and rafts occurs. At present up to 120 rubber 
rafts are launched daily during April and May. 

River carrying capacity and the carrying capacity of 
adjacent public lands have been determined to be in 
excess of 1000 rafting customers per day. Safe ingress 
and travel standards have been determined to be 1000 
rafting customers per allowed daily water release. 
There have been no observable adverse impacts to the 
river nor to adjacent lands for the last four years 
under an informal regulated access plan voluntarily 
initiated by rafting outfitters. Informal surveys and 
one written opinion solicitation of river rafting 
customers indicated a high regard for the present level 
of wilderness experience. The monitoring of this 
experience shall continue throughout the period of 
designation as a waterway access site. 

This site is presently classified as "wild forest." 
The adjacent Indian River is classified as 
"recreational" while the Hudson River past the 
confluence with the Indian is classified "wild." 
Motorized access to the Indian River across the site 
will not be permitted nor will the natural character of 
the area be degraded in any physical manner. Off-site 
noise and visual impacts and the relatively low 
frequency of rafting customers (spread over a two hour 
period) crossing through a "primitive area" will not 
impair the wilderness quality of the area nor the river 
users' experience. There will be no facilities or 
structures associated with the access site or resulting 
from access site use. 

The site is the only available safe location which can 
be utilized. It is the traditional location of 
waterway access and requires the minimum crossing of 
State land while offering the greatest opportunity for 
site protectio~ measures such as wood chip mulch and 
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adequate drainage. The impact on adjacent private land 
is minimal. The adjacent land ha~ poor physical access 
to the river due to steep banks and is not currently 
occupied. 

5. Motorized use by the public will not be permitted. 

6. There will be no unmitigated adverse impact on the 
adjacent water body nor on the lands abutting the 
Indian and Hudson Rivers resulting from this 
designation. 
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Town of Indian LaJ~e 

Commercial Rafting Program Regulations 

l\ll commercial rafting outfittc1~s (rafting companies) under 

contract with the Town of Indian Lake (Town) shall conform to the 

following regulations: 

l. l\ll rafting company cust6mers shall stop to be counted at the 

checkpoint on Chain Lakes Rd. designated by the Town and bus 

drivers shall give the Town attendant an opportunity to count the 

occupants of any bus used by the rafting company. 

2. l\11 buses used by rafting companies on Chain Lakes Rd. during 

the morning of a water release shall proceed at safe speed to the 

Abanakee Dam and there accept dir•=ctions from the Town attendants 

as to unloading, turning around or parking 

3. Rafting company customers shall be escorted in an orderly 

manner to the Indian River put-in site by rafting company 

licensed guides who shall accept instructions of the Town put-in 

site attendant as to place and order of put-in by rafting 

company rafts 

4. Each rafting company an_d its licensed guides shall observe on 

the river a clear separation between the rafts of its trip on any 

day from those of other rafting companies 

5. Rafting companies shall 

behavior, health, sobriety 

be responsible for the orderly 

and safety of their customers and 

shall scrupulously avoid unnecessarily placing their customers at 

risk 

6. Raf ting companies shall observe faithfully the law and 

regulations of the State of New York as to their use of the river 
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AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT, made this day of March, 1990, by and 
between the TCWN OF INDIAN LAKE, organized and existing under and 
by virtue of the laws of the State of New York w~th its principal 
offices located at Town Hall, Indian Lake, Hamilton County, New 
York, hereinafter referred to as "Town" and 

, with principal offices located at 
hereinafter referred to as "Rafting Company". 

WHEREAS, the Rafting Company and the ToWn of Indian L.::tke 
are interested in prorroting rafting on the Indian/Hudson Rivers, 
for the years 1990 ,· 1991 and 1992 for the mutual benefit of the 
Raf ting Company and the Town of Indian Lake and 

WHEREAS, the Rafting Company and the Town of Indian Lake 
are interested in the continuation of rafting operations on the 
Indian/Hudson Rivers with access to the Indian River through the 
Town of Indian Lake, and 

WrlEHEAS, the parties hereto desire to confirm their 
understandings with respect to said rafting operations for the 
years 1990, 1991 and 1992. 

NCW, THEREFORE, in cons ide=ation of the premises and 
promises herein contained and for One L'ollar ( $1. 00) and other 
good and valuable consideration, the parties hereby agree as 
follows: 

1. The Town agrees to make full open-gate releases from 
the Lake Abanakee Dam every Friday, Saturday and Sunday between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. during the spring season, 
during the years 1990, 1991 and 1992. The spring season shall 
extend from the last full weekend in P.arch through the first full 
weekend in June of each year. The Town of Indian Lake will make 
a full open-gate dam release from Lake Abanakee between the hours 
of 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. on any other day during the spring 
season upon =-equest of the Rafting Coopany to the Superir1tendent 
of Water District No. 2 of the Town of Indian Lake or his 
designee, or the Town Supervisor in his absence, by noon of the 
day prior to the release. 

2 . The Town will make a full open-gate dam release from 
Lake Abanakee from 9:30 a.m. · to 11:00 a.m. on each Saturday and 
Sunday and holiday during the fall season. The fall season shall . 
comrence on the Saturday before Labor Day and extend througq_ 
M:::mday of Columbus Day weekend for the years 1990. 1991 and 1992. 

3. The full open-gate dam release shall continue only 
during the time that the waters of Lake Abanakee are above the 
spillway elevation of the dam. The Town will close the gates 
without notice to the Rafting Compa11y at any t.:irre the water level 
falls below an elevation of one ( l) inch above the spillway 
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level. The Town intends to use reasonable means ( including but 
not limited· to the use of splashboards at times deerred 
appropriate by the Town, after consultation with the rafting 
outfitters) to enhance the supply of water in Lake Abanakee 
available for rafting, with particular emphasis given to 
providing adequate full open-gate rele2Ses on weekends. It is 
understood and agreed that the use of splashboards is appropriate 
at tirres of unusual low flow, or at times when a full open-gate 
release may be reasonably expected to draw down Lake Abanakee to 
a ~level at or near the spillway. Nevertheless, use of the 
splashboards is at the discretion of the Town, and nothing in 
this agreement shall mandate the Tawn 's use of such splashboards. 

4. The Town of Indian Lake will not be responsible to the 
Rafting Corrpany for any darrage or loss resulting from the Town of 
Indian Lake's failure to make a full open-gate dam release on the 
specified days if the failure to make the release is caused by 
lack of water level in Lake Abanakee (unless lack of water is due 
to inadvertent release of water by the Town or its errployees at a 
tirre other than provided herein) . However, in the instance where 
lack of water is caused by the inadvertent release of water by 
the Town or its employees, by other acts of corrmission or 
omission by the Town or its employees, the Town will rebate the 
Raf ting Company a portion of the fee paid pursuant to this 
Agreement. The rebate will be calculated according to the 
following schedule: 8% of the fee for a lost Saturday; 4% for a 
Sunday; and 2% for a weekday. 

5. The Town hereby allocates to the Raf ting Company the 
right to guide up to rafting customers (slots) down the 
Indian/Hudson Rivers of each day of the full spring season 
provided herein for wn..:i.c.;n the Rafting Company shall pay the Town 
the sum of $ ( $50. 00 for each rafting customer slot per 
spring season ) . 

The Raf ting Company may elect to operate only during 
the partial spring season (from the last full weekend in March 
through the first full weekend in May), in which case the Rafting 
Company shall pay to the Town the sum of $ ( $42. 00 per 
rafting customer slot per partial spring season). 

All fees for the spring season shall be payable 50% by 
March 20th of each year and 50% by April 20th of each year during 
the contract period. 

All such payrrents shall be made payable to the Town of 
Indian Lake and shall be directed to the Town Clerk, Pelon Road, 

· Indian Lake, New York. 

6. The Raf ting Company, during the fall season, may elect 
to guide up to the total number of rafting custorrers it was 
allocated for the spring allocation. 

. 7. The Raf ting Company shall pay to the Town the sum of 
$10. 00 per rafting customer slot per fall season each year during 
the contri;ict term. The payrrent due hereunder to the Town shall 
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be made on or before September 10.t.h of each year, providing, 
however, the Rafting Company rray elect to make a second 
allocation (not to exceed 100% of the spring allocation) , in 
which case, payment for the second allocation shall be made by 
O::tober 1st of each contract year. 

8. The Rafting Company agrees not to guide rrore than the 
rraxirm.nn m.:rrnber of ra£ting customers provided herein on any day of 
the fall or spring season, and the Town agrees that it will not 
a11ow any rafting company under contract with the Town to conduct 
rrore than the numbers permitted pursuant to the agreements signed 
by each rafting company. The Town will not knowingly permit any 
rafting company not under contract to conduct rafting operations 
on the Indian/Hudson Rivers during the term of this agreerrent. 

9. Upon the payrrent of the consideration hereunder, the 
Town allocates the following put-in tirres/positions to 
the Ra£ting Company for each spring season for the purposes of 
travel along Chain Lakes Road between Lake Abanakee and the put
in on the Indian River. On any given day, based upon the 
relative readiness of various Rafting Companies to launch their 
rafts, the Town may adjust the sequence of launchings in order to 
reduce congestion and enhance the efficiency of operations at the 
put-in site. If any Rafting Company repeatedly fails to prepare 
in a tirrely fashion, and is therefore unable to launch its groups 
according to the attached schedule, the Town may, subject to the 
procedures set forth in paragraph 11, change that Ra£ting 
Company's scheduled launch to a later tirre. 

10. The Rafting Company agrees to keep in full force and 
effect, at its own cost and e.~nse the entire rafting seasons, a 
general liability policy na.'11.ing the Town of Indian Lake as an 
additional insured on said liability insurance policy. The 
limits of such general liability insurance policy shall not be 
less than $300,000.00 for injuries or wrongful death to any one 
person, in the amount of not less than $300,000.00 on account of 
any one accident, together with pro_perty damage insurance in the 
amount not less than $25,000.00. 

The Rafting Company also agrees that it shall, pursuant to 
the Worker's Compensatiod Law of the State of New York provide 
worker's compensation insurance for the benefit of all of its 
errployees who may be injured or suffer disability in connection 
with its ra£ting operation. Certificates of insurance acceptable 
to the Town of Indian Lake shall be filed with the Town Clerk on 
or before March 20th of each year. 

11. The Ra£ting Company will work jointly to mitigate any 
envirorurental issues on the Indian and Hudson Rivers which result 
from ra£ting operations. If the Town receives official reports 
from the New York State Departrrent of Environrrental Conservation 
as to any alleged improper practices by the :Rafting Company or if 
the New York State Departrrent of Envirorurental Conservation 
suspends dam releases from Lake Abanakee by reason of alleged 
unsatisfactory performance, the Rafting Corrpany shall have 
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fifteen ( 15) days after receipt of such notice to correg: any 
unsatisfactory performance. In the event the Town is not 
satisfied with such corrections, the Town shall grant the Rafting 
Company an opportunity to be heard by the Town Board upon ten 
(10) days written notice. Following such hearing, the Town Board 
in its sole and U'1Controlled discretion, shall determine whether 
there has been any unsatisfactory performance of this agreerrent 
and shall provide the Rafting Company with written notice of such 
decision specifying the particulars thereof. 

If the Rafting Company fails or refuses to rerredy the 
unsatisfactory performance within such reasonable period of time 
as may be fixed by the Town, the Town may declare this agreement 
te:rminated. and the Rafting Company shall imnediately cease all 
activities without ref'.md as to the season involved. The 
foregoing is in addition to any and all other rerredies the Town 
may have with respect to the within agreerrent. 

12 . The Town of Indian Lake rra.y, from time to ti.Ire, and 
after consultation with the Rafting Company, provide additional 
rules and regulations to irrprove the operations of the 
Indian/Hudson River rafting program. No such rules or 
regulations shall alter the provisions of this Agreement relating 
to fees paid, water released, insurance required or conditions 
governing the sale of Hudson rafting operations. 

The Rafting Company shall be given notice of any violation 
of this contract or of any rules and regulations subsequently 
rrade pa..."'"t of this contract, in the sarre rranner set forth in 
paragraph 11 above. The procedures set forth in said paragraph 
will be fallowed by the Town in the enforcerrent of this Agreement 
and its rules and regulations. 

13. The f;::;i lnre of the F<~fting Company to pay the required 
fees hereunder and to provide the requisite certificates of 
insurance within ten ( 10) days of the due date shall cause an 
inmediate forfeiture of the Rafting Company's rights to guide 
custorrers on the river. 

14. 
sublet or 
title, or 
the Town 
withheld. 

The Rafting Conpany m::;y assign, transfer, convey, 
othe.-rwise dispose of this agreerrent, any of its rights, 
interest therein only with the prior written consent of 
of Indian Lake, which shall not be unreasonably 

15.. The Town shall not be required to spend any rroney for 
any studies or investigations required by the Departrrent of. 
Emrirorurental Conservation concerning the effect of rafting on 
the rivers, fish, other marine life and the wild.life along the 
river banks • 
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POLICY STATE:•tENT 

Preservation of Mountaintops within the Adirondack and Catskill Parks and 
under the jurisdiction of the Depart=ent of Environmental Conservation. 

Background 

1he responsibility for the care, custody and control of the lands now 
owned or hereafter acquired by the State a~d which constitute the Forest 
Preserve rests with the Departraent of En~iror.cental Conservation. The 
Divisior. of Lands and Forests is the progra= unit within the D~partment which 
acministers t~a: res~or.sibility. 

The constructior: and maintenance cf sc:ne cor.,rnunications a:-.d other 
cour.taintcp si:ec facilities or towers are necessary for the Department and 
c:her governmental agencies to carry out the duties and f~ncticr.s of 
protecting the Fcrest Preserve and insuring public safety. 

Many suitable a::d desirable sites fo:- co;-;-.. -:.unications and other purposes 
suet as the construction and ~-intenar.ce of trar.s~ission and relay towers with 
necessary a~purtenar.ces are locatec on countain:ops within the Forest Preserve 
in the Adirondack and Catskill Parks. Seve:-al of these sites are now being 
utilized by the De~artment for the c;eration of the Fire Control, Law 
E~force=e~t, Flood Control and Fish a~d Wildli~e radio syste~s. Some sites 
are sha:-e~ a;.d utilized by county mi.::ual aid radio networks and other 
ci.::-.icipal a:-.d state cor.:rnunications s~·stems. However, it is also desirable to 
p:-ese:-?e mountaintops in a natural co~dition unencumbered by mannade 
fa:il:.ties. 

The Forest Preserve is protected by Article XIV of the New York State 
Constitution which mar.dates that these lands "shall be forever kept as wild 
forest lands. They shall not be leased, sold or exchanged, or be taken by any 
corporation, public or private, nor s~all the timber thereon be sold, removed 
or destroyed". 

Stat~tory authority to erect and maintain communication facilities and to 
grant temporary revocable permits fer such purposes to other governmental 
agencies is given to the Department of Environmental Conservation through 
Section 3-0301(1.)(3.) of the Enviror.~ental Conservation Law, which charges 
the Department with the care, custody and control of the Forest Preserve; 
Section 9-0105(15.) which empowers t~e Department to make rules and 
regulations and issue permits for the temporary use of the.Forest Preserve and 
Section 9-0303(2.) which provides that no building shall be erected, used or 
maintained upon State lands except under permits from the Department. 

While the Department recognizes the need for effective communications 
structures and facilities to serve the needs of the people of the State, it 
also recognizes that the presence of these and other facilities on the 
mountaintops within the Adirondack ar.d Catskill Parks degrades the aesthetic 
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qualities which are important and integral parts of the Parks. Further, the 
Adirondack Park Agency, in recognition that.the hills and mountaintops of the 
Adirondack Park are among that region's most distinctive and precious 
resources, and that consolidation of towers and tower facilities with existing 
towers and towe= facilities will result in materially less cumulative 
environmental ir:ipact, adopted as policy that new communication towers and 
other tower facilities be consolidated with existing towe:s. 

In order to prevent further degradation of these aesthetic qualities and 
to allow for continuation of the present comr:.unications syster:is and for the 
improvemen~ and expansion of these syste~s as future needs may dictate, the 
following policy is adopted. 

Policy 

1. No mountaintop under the jurisdiction of the Departr:ient of 
E~vironcenta! Conservation within the Adirondack and Catskill Parks 
which does not have existing structures, towers or other facilities may 
be used as a site for structures, towers or other facilities for 
coi7'_-::·.!nicatior.s O:' ar.y othe:' pur;:iose. 

2. On mountaintops under the jurisdicticn of the Department of 
Envircn~ental Conservation within the Adirondack and Catskill Parks 
where structures, towers, or other facilities presently exist and have 
appurtenant se:'~ice routes, new faci:ities may be added if: (a) Such 
new facilities are consolidated with existing structures, towers or 
o:~er facilities and (b) Such new facilities, in the case of 
govern~ental agencies other than the Department, a.re permitted in 
ac~o=dance with a tempora~y revocab~e per~it as required by Section 9-
0105 ( 15.) as noted above. 

3. Existing structures, towe:'s and other facilities located on such 
mountaintops will be evaluated on a periodic basis to determine if they 
continue to serve a departmental pu=pcse or function~ !f it is 
determined that such structures, towers and other facilities do not 
serve a departmental purpose or function, then they shall be proposed 
and scheduled for removal through the unit management planning process 
of the Department. 

4. As technology develops and it becomes feasible to consolidate 
communication and other electronic facilities in one structure or tower 
without interference, such structure and towers will be consolidated 
for the purpose of reducing the numbers of each at any one site or on 
any one mountaintop. 

5. Where no electrical power is available at existing and utilized 
mountaintop sites, such power as needed will be provided by solar or 
ether means of on-site generation within the provisions of No. 2 above. 

6. New co~=unications facilities added at existing and utilized mountain-
top sites within the provisions of No. 2 above will not interfere, 
electronically or otherwise, .with existing site communications systems. 
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9-0107. 
ACCEPTANCE BY DEPARTMENT OF LANDS FOR PARKS AND FOR SILVICULTURAL RESEARCH 

Notwithstan.ding any other provisions of this article, the department is hereby 

authorized to accept, for the state, grants or deeds of gift of any lands, upon approval. 

of the title thereto by the Attorney General, as follows: 

1. a. L~ds, located in any county named in subdivison 2 of section 9-0105, or in 

subdivison 6 of section 9-0101 of this article, which the department may deem suitable for 

park or reservation purposes. The grant or deed must recite that it is given for 

acceptance under the provisions of this subdivision. 

b. Property so accepted shall forever be under the jurisdiction of the commissioner 

a.~d his successors in office and, by virtue of the acceptance thereof, shall be 

irrevocably dedicated to be used for the purposes of a public park or reservation under 

the care, custody, control and management of the department and shall not become a part of 

the forest preserve. Such property shall forever remain open to the public for the 

enjoyment of the scenic and natural beauties of the premises, and receive such improvement 

or development, by the erection of buildings, roads, highways, railroads and other 

structures, including the improvement, alteration and maintenance of the structures now on 

su~h premises as the legislature may from time to time determine. The department may, in 

its discretion, lease a part or all of such premises upon such terms and conditions as it 

may determine not inconsistent with the reasonable use of sue~ premises by the public, 

provided that any such lease shall first have been approved by the Attorney General as to 

form. 

2. a. Lands, located in any county named in subdivison 6 or section 9-0101 of this 

article, which the department may deem suitable for use for the purposes of silvicultural 

research and experimentation in the science of forestry to the end that forest practices 

most beneficial to the economy of the state and the health, welfare and comfort of the 

people of the state may be ascertained and demonstrated. The grant or deed to the state 

of any such lands must recite that it is given for acceptance under the provisions of this 

subdivision of this section. 
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b. Property so accepted shall be under the jurisdiction of the commissioner and his 

successors in office and, until otherwise provided by law, shall be dedicated for use only 

fo: the purposes of silvicultural research and experimentation in the science of forestry, 

including purposes incidental thereto, u.~der the care, custody, control and management of 

the department and its successors in office and shall not become a part of the forest 

preserve. Under such conditions as it may deem consistent with the purposes aforesaid, 
.. 

and upon such terms as it may deem to be for the best interests of the state, the 

department may sell trees, timber, and other products on any such lands. All trees, 

timber or other products to be sold shall be plainly marked or otherwise designated prior 

to cutting and no such material shall be removed from such land until paid for. No such 

material shall be sold at less than the fair market value in the county or cou.~ties in 

which it is located, which value shall be the value fixed by a department forester or 

other competent appraiser in a report made after an examination of the materials to be 

sold, provided such appraisal is approved by the department. The department may sell any 

s~ch materials at not less than the fair market value so fixed and under such conditions 

as it may prescribe, provided, however, that no sale of such materials appraised at five 

hundred dollars or more shall be made without public notice of sale, and after receipt of 

sealed bids. The award shall be made only to the highest bidder. Such notice of sale and 

bids, the awarding of the contract and the execution and filing of the contract shall 

otherwise be in accordance with the procedure specified in section 9-0501 through 9-0505 

of this article for the sale after public notice, of trees, timber, and other forest 

products on reforestation areas. All moneys received from any such sale shall be paid 

over to the State Comptroller and shall be deposited by him in the forest preserve 

expansion fund established by section 97-e of the State Finance--.Law. -

L.1972' c. 664 

Taken from: McKinney's Consolidated Laws of New York Annotated, Book 17 1/2, 
Environmental Conservation Law, ECL 1-0101 to 20-end, pp. 94-96 
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NEW YORJ< ST A TE 

8426.02--1 DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

POLI Cl ES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL 

TITLE 8400 - PUBLIC LAND MA.i.~AGEMENT 

8426.02 - Objective 

1. To provide a mechanism for permitting the temporary use of 
State lands within stated guidelines and legal constraints while at 
the same time ensuring the protection of such lands and their 
associated resources against damage or inappropriate use. 

8426.03 - Policy 

It shall be the policy of the Department of Environmental 
Conservation to issue permits for the temporary use of State lands 
if in the opinion of the Department, such use is within applicable 
legal parameters, is compatible with the existing resource and its 
management objectives and is in accordance with stated guidelines 
and policy. 

8426.04 - Definitions 

1. Temporary Revocable Permit. A permit for use of State land 
which is temporary in nature and which will not result in an 
unreasonable or permanent diminution of the natural values and 
characteristics of such land. 

2. Regional Land Manager. The senior program person to whom a 
given parcel is assigned for management in a region; e.g., Regional 
Wildlife Manager, Regional Forester, Bureau of Marine Habitat 
Protection Section Head, Regional Operations Supervisor, etc. 

3. Central Office. Program Division Director or his designee. 

8426.05 - Activities or Uses Which May be Permitted 

The following are examples of activities or uses which may be 
allowed on State land under a temporary revocable permit. Each 
request or application for such a permit will be considered 
separately giving consideration to the limitations of the area and 
consistency with the management objectives and goals for the State 
lands involved. 

1. Transporation of materials across State lands using 
existing roadways, farm roads, traditional beach access 
trails and the like. 

2. Short-term ingress and egress to private property across 
State lands using existing roadways. /l 

*-Amendment No. 2 
July 31, 1986-* 
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3. Projects or activities accomplished or sponsored by 
volunteer or student organizations or groups. 

4. Maintenance of existing utility lines when work to be 
undertaken will have no significant impact on the area 
resources. 

5. Training by and for military units and other short term 
military exercises. 

6. Removal of dead or hazardous trees along roads, utility 
lines and private property boundaries •• 

7. Research projects related to the natural resources of the 
area, including those requiring approval of the State 
Museum. 

8. Organized group recreational and/or sports activities. 

9. Survey projects, including land, seismic, geodetic and 
mineral surveys and the like, including those requiring 
approval of the State Museum. 

10. Public road maintenance. /1 

11. Installation and maintenance of recreational trails or 
other outdoor recreational facilities. 

/!These roadways have generally evolved from old logging roads and 
skid trails, or were established as a means of access to the private 
property before the State took title to the intervening land. If the 
deeds transferring these lands to the State do not reserve a right of 
access across such land, the Department does not have the legal author
ity to grant rights-of-way to private property owners. The granting of 
temporary revocable permits on a year-long basis for purposes of ingress 
and egress, with annual renewals, constitutes a permanent and exclusive 
use of State lands that is neither legal nor in the best interest of the 
People of the State. 

The policy of the Department is to grant to such adjoining land
owners a temporary revocable permit to use existing roadways for a 
period not to exceed two weeks for the purpose of transporting household 
goodn or materials for the maintenance of their property. Such short
term permits are usually limited to those periods when the property 
would normally be opened or closed for the season. At all other times, 
the roadway is to be closed to vehicular travel. Individuals requesting 
such permits should be encouraged to seek alternate permanent access. 
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POU Cl ES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL 

TITLE 8400 - PUBLIC LAND MANAGEMENT 

/~It is important to recognize that the question as to whether or 
not a permit is required is predicated on the status of the underlying 
land. In general, roads are established on lands through one of three 
process: 

1. Acquisition of the underlying land in fee. 

2. Acquisition of an easement affecting the underlying 
land for the purposes specified in the easement. 

3. Acquisition by prescription, affecting the underlying 
land only to the extent of the prescriptive use. 

In the case of the first situation, where the highway and the strip 
of land including it are held in fee by a governmental agency, no permit 
is required from the Department. However, care must be taken to see 
that all work is confined to within the limits of the fee title strip. 
Any work outside of these limits would be an encroachment and trespass 
on the State lands and must be treated as such. 

In the case of the second and third situations, where the highway 
and the strip of land including it are held by easement or prescription, 
a permit is required from the Department for all work other than normal 
roadbed maintenance. Thus, if a road is to be widened, if drainage or 
ditches are to be improved or if trees are to be cut along the road even 
though they may be within the right-of-way of the road, a permit is 
required when State land is involved. 

That is, where such roads are bounded by State land, the underlying 
lands belong to the State. The discernible right-of-way of the road 
cannot be increased beyond what it was when the State took title unless, 
in the case of an easement, a width is specified in the document or deed 
that created the easement. 

The position stated just above is based on an 1818 decision of the 
Court of Appeals which states, "When the sovereign imposes a public 
right-of-way upon the land on an individual, the title of the former 
owner is not extinguished, but it is so qualified that it can only be 
enjoyed subject to that easement. The former proprietor still retains 
his exclusive right in all mines, quarries, springs of water, timber and 
earth for every purpose not incompatible with the public right-of-way." 
Further, a Note to Section 861 of the Real Property Action and 
Proceedings Law states, "Where owner of right-of-way cut down trees 
thereon without demand on owner of servient estate to remove them, he 
was a trespasser and if his acts were forcible and deliberate, he was 
liable in treble damages." 

*Amendment No. 2 
July 31, 1986* 
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In short, when a governmental agency has an easement or a 
prescriptive right for highway purposes, such governmental agency has a 
right to maintain said highway in its present condition. Any change in 
that condition may affect the underlying fee interest and the State, as 
holder of that fee interest, must give permission for the change. 

8426.06 - Activities or Uses Specifically Prohibited 

l. Temporary revocable permits will not be issued for purposes 
which would constitute exclusive use of State land, exclude public 
use or interfere with the normal administration of the land by the 
Department. 

2. Temporary revocable permits will not be issued for purposes 
which would compromise the State's title to the land or change the 
mandated use of the land. 

3. Temporary revocable permits will not be issued for the 
construction or installation of permanent facilities including 
roads, bridges, trails, structures, towers, utility lines, etc., 
unless such installation or construction is deemed to be of benefit 
to the People of the State, is approved by the Department, is 
consistent with the objectives for the area, with the provisions of 
any master plan or unit management plan affecting the area and with 
any applicable statutes. 

4. The establishment of or use of a roadway by motor vehicles 
across State land as a permanent route of ingress and egress is 
prohibited except where an easement or other legal encumberance to 
the State's title exists. 

5. Temporary revocable permits will not be issued for any 
activity or purpose that is inconsistent with applicable statute or 
rules and regulations. 

6. Temporary revocable permits may be denied, revoked or 
suspended by the Department at any time with due cause. 

8426.07 - Liability Insurance 

l. General - Each permittee will be required to indemnify the 
State of New York against any and all claims for injury to property 
or person or death arising out of the operations of the permittee 
under the permit. Such indemnification shall be i~ the form of 
liability insurance in limits prescribed by the Department. Such 
coverage can be obtained through a policy held by the Department 
and, can be extended at the request of the permit tee to cover those 
permits that do not involve construction or competitive activities. 
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The Cedar River 

The statute mandated the study of approximately 14 
miles of Cedar River from the Cedar River Flow to a point 
just north of the hamlet of Indian Lake. Field investigation 
showed the actual mileage of this stretch to be 16.3 miles. 
The study also included an additional 12 miles upstream of 
Cedar River Flow outlet, beginning at the outlet of Cedar 
Lakes. This seemed a logical inclusion as it is an integral 
part of the river and is the least developed section of the 
Cedar River corridor. The lower I 0 mile portion of the 
river was designated a Scenic River by the 1972 State 
Legislature and is, therefore, not included in this study. 

The Cedar River is located in the Towns of Arietta, Lake 
Pleasant and Indian Lake in Hamilton County. It flows in a 
northeasterly direction. Mileposts were delineated on maps 
starting at zero at the outlet of Cedar Lakes and following 
downstream to Mile 28.3 at the start oft.lie previously desig
nated Scenic River. The Cedar River drains an area of approxi
mately I 66 square miles. The stream was relatively clear 
through 9.0, but appeared cloudy throughout the remaining 
miles. Some pollution may emanate from camps along 19.0-
20.0 and algae noted on rocks along 26.0-27 .0 indicates that 
some nutrient addition may be likely. 

a. Flow Characteristics 
At the headwaters, the river was about 20 feet wide and 

1 foot deep during field studies in mid-August, and at 28.3, 
the terminus of the study section, it was about 100 feet wide 
and 8 inches deep. There are no gaging station records avail
able on flowage rates or temperatures. 

The source of the river, near the center of the West 
Canada Lake Wilderness, is at an elevation of 2442 feet while 
the terminus at the Hudson is 1480 feet. This differential of 
962 feet in elevation through about 3"8 rcilles of river amounts 
to an overall gradient of 0.48%. The elevation loss from 
source to terminus is relatively unifonn. Rapids prevail on 
approximately 16 miles of the study section while stillwater 
covers 9 miles and moderate flow areas alternate. Significant 

NEW YORK STATE WILD, SCENIC 
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stillwater segments start at Mile 5.0, 7.0, 12.3, 18.0, 19.7, 25.o· 
and 27.0. 

The streambed is composed almost entirely of cobblestones, 
boulders composing the stream bed. In Stillwater portions, the 
flow segments have gravel and cobblestones with a few scattered 
bounders composing the streambed. In Stillwater portions, the 
streambed is chiefly sand with some gravel and light silt in a 
few locations. 

b. Land Ownership and Uses 
State Forest Preserve lands comprise about 50% of the 

bordering lands. The West Canada Lake Wilderness borders 
the river on both sides between Mile 0 and 7.7. Along the 
Cedar River Flow (8.0-12.0) Buell Brook Primitive Area borders 
most of the southeast shore while State Wild Forest lands are 
adjacent to the Flow on LLLe nort11i.west from 10.0-12.0. \Vild 
Forest lands are also found on both sides of the Cedar River 
along 21.4 to 21.6, and 23.0 to 24.8. These state lands are 
used for a variety of recreational purposes such as hunting, 
camping, fishing, hiking, and nature study. 

Private lands owned by individuals and corporations 
make up the balance of the corridor. The private land 
owned by corporations, chiefly Finch Pruyn Company and 
International Paper Company, is used for timber production, 
hunting and fishing. Numerous small private parcels border
ing the river are primarily used for permanent or seasonal 
residences. One parcel is utilized as a sawmill and lumber 
storage yard. Another relatively large tract bordering the 
river is owned by the Cedar River Inn which has a golf 
course along nearly one mile of the river, between Mile 25 .5 
and 26.4. The Wakely Inn also has a golf course, a small 
part of which borders the north bank of the river at 22.4. 
ATJ area on t.he south side oft.he river at 27 5 is used as a 
public picnic area, and the river pool here is used by bathers. 

c. Access 

A Department of Environmental Conservation foot trail 
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provides access to the river source at Cedar Lakes and roughly 
parallels the river, ranging from about ~ mile to 50 feet away 
on the west side corridor, down to Mile 7 .2. The river is 
accessible to the public by motor vehicle at 12.0, 23.5 to 24.0, 
25.5, 27.4 and 28.3. The segments between 6.5 and 12.0; 
17.4 and 18 .5; 25 .2 and 28 .3 may be navigated by canoe. The 
river corridor from 12.l to 23.3 is posted against public use 
by private owners on both sides of the river. A log road used 
by Finch Pruyn Company and hunting club leasees crosses 
the river at 7.5,.20.1and22.05. 

d. Structures 
Foot bridges are located at 0.0, 2.4, 3.2, 15.2, 17.4, 

22.15, 25.6, and 26.2. Motor vehicle road bridges are found 
at 12.0, 20.1, 22.05, and 25.3. A dam on state land at 12.0 
causes the impoundment referred to as Cedar River Flow 
and another dam at 18.5 on private land maintains the still· 
water immediately above the structure. An abandoned power 
house is located along the north bank of the river at 18 .7. 
Permanent or seasonal residences are located along the north 
side of the river at 16.5, 17.4, 18.4, 18.5, 19.05, 22.2, 22.25, 
24.8, 24.85, 24.9, and one Airstream trailer is used as a camr 
on the north side at 16.6. On the south side of the river, one 
camp is located at 27 .6, and a cement block. windowless 
building, constructed for a boathouse, is located at 28.3. 
There are eight cable car crossings, one each located at 16.65, 
18 .2, 20.9, 21.4, 21.7, 22 .2, 22 .6 and 22. 7, apparently used 
as access to hunting grounds on the south side of the river. 

A state maintained leanto is located near the southwest 
bank of the river at 7.2 and appears to have relatively heavy 
use. Two Department of Environmental Conservation gate
keeper houses are located about 300 feet west of the dam at 
12.0 and serve as check points for persons using the east 
entrance to the Moose River Plains Recreation Area. 

e. Proposed Impoundments 

A Chain Lakes potential reservoir site on the section 
of stream previously classified was identified in a 1973 re
port of the Temporary State Commission on the Water 
Needs of Southeastern New York. It has a low priority 
for development. 

f. Land Use Areas 

Of the private land in the river corridor approximately 
4% is classified Moderate Intensity Use (500 principal build
ings per square mile), 16% is Low Intensity Use ('.WO p.b./ 
sq. mi.), 21% is Rural Use (75 p.b./sq. mi.) and 59% is clas
sified Resource Management (15 p.b./sq. mi.) by the 
Adirondack Park Land Use and Development Plan. 

g. Physiography 

The river corridor and immediate surroundings may be 
characterized as a valley between low mountains, the tops of 
which are a little more than 2800 feet in elevation. The 
general character of the corridor changes as the river reaches 
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the 17 mile point. From rath.:r steep slopes starting at or 
close to the river banks and extending up to the top of such 
mountains as Water Barrel, Sugarloaf and Round Top (where 
nearly vertical, south facing slopes prevail), the terrain 
changes to more gentle slopes and, in some areas, to near· 
level terrain extending outward for 1/3 mile to 1 mile from 
the river banks. 

h. Vegetation 
Consistent~with most Adirondack streams, the Cedar 

River courses through terrain and soil types which provide 
favorable sites for nearly all native grass, fern, shrub, and 
tree species. Spruce and balsam predominate within the 
river corridor, with mixed hardwoods and softwoods com
ing in on the upslopes beyond the immediate stream banks. 
Alder, swamp grass, and a variety of moist land plants line 
the river banks along most stillwater and moderate flow 
sections of the river. 

i. Wildlife 

Along the upper seven mile section of the river, which 
lies in the northern part of the West Canada Lake Wilderness, 
the rare pine marten as well as bear, bobcat, fisher, coyote, 
deer, mink, muskrat, beaver and otter find a favorable habitat 
relatively remote from man. A golden eagle was seen during 
this survey at close range, soaring at tree top level along the 
river corridor. 

A number of deer wintering areas were noted in the 
river corridor at various locations where stands of spruce, 
balsam or hemlock provide the necessary shelter. 

Brook trout inhabit the river, particularly in the first 12 
miles. Brown trout and some coarse fish may be found down· 
stream from Mile 12.0, as well as brook trout where incoming 
cold water keeps the temperature favorable for this native 
species. Cedar River Flow receives relatively heavy fishing 
pressure, particularly in the spring of the year. The Flow is 
stocked with brook trout and the river is stocked with brown 
trout by the Department of Environmental Conservation. 

j. Special Interest Areas 
Although there are a number of unspecified scenic sec

tions of small waterfalls and rapids, special interest areas have 
been designated as follows: 1) between Mile 8.0 and 9.0 
where an extensive acreage of marsh exists and distant views 
may be gained from the river in several directions; 2) at 14.4 
where a gorge, small waterfall and unusual rock formation is 
located; 3) between 15.4 and 15.6 where another gorge and 
small falls are found; 4) at 26.4 where the erosive action of 
the river has created another unusual rock formation 

k. Scenic Vistas 

The points where scenic vistas were noted are: I) the 

river section from 8.0 to 9.0; 2) at 13.4 looking north over 
rapids to the vertical cliffs of Water Barrel Mountain; 3) at 
15 .7 looking west to Sugarloaf Mountain; 4) at 22.5 looking 
north with Sawyer Mountain in the background; 5) at 25.2 
looking northwest over rapids with mountains in background: 
6) at 28.1 looking southwest over a stillwater section of the 
river. 

I. Proposed Facilities 

A foot trail is recommended to run between the Cedar 
River Flow road and the gorge at Mile 14.4. 

m. Proposed Acquisition 

An access easement for the proposed foot trall should 
be acquired between the Cedar River Flow road and the 
gorge (see Section "I"). 

Recommended Classification 

Based upon the above described characteristics the 
Adirondack Park Agency finds 28.3 miles of the Cedar 
River, from Cedar Lakes to just north of the hamlet of 
Indian Lake, to be a worthy addition to the Wild, Scenic, 
and Recreational Rivers System in the following manner: 

Mile 0-7 .3: Wild River 
Mile 7.3-17.3 (10 miles): Scenic River 
Mile 17.3-28 .3 (11 miles): Recreational River 

Further it is recommended that the section of the Cedar 
River previously designated, from just north of the hamlet 
of Indian Lake to the Hudson River, be changed from a 
Scenic River to a Wild River in that portion passing through 
state Wild Forest land. 

The river area boundary should be Y.. mile from each bank 
when private land is involved and~~ mile when state land is 
involved. 

A rep.art prepared by the Adirondack Park Agency in consultation and cooperation 

with the Department of Environmental Conservation pursuant to Section 15-2715 

of Title 27 of the State Environmental Conservation Law. 

ark 

Cartography by Margaret L Baldwin, N.Y.S. Offic0 of Planning Services 
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The Indian River 

The statute mandated the study of approximately 7 miles 
of the Indian River from the dam at Indian Lake to the con
fluence with the Hudson River. Field investigation showed 
the actual mileage to be 8.3 miles. 

The Indian River is a tribut1ry of the Hudson River and 
is located in the Town of Indian Lake, Hamilton County and 
in the Town of Minerva, Essex County. It flows in a generally 
northeasterly direction. Mileposts were delineated on topo
graphic maps starting at zero at Indian Lake Dam and progres
sing dov1nstream througl-1 Lake Abanakee to the confluence 
with the Hudson River at 8.3. The drainage basin of Indian 
River is approximately 215 square miles. 

111e water is relatively clear but some signs of eutrophic 
conditions are in evidence in Lake Abanakee and in the river 
do1vvnstream from Abanakee Dam. 

a. Flow Characteristics 

At its headwaters at Indian Lake Dam, the river, at the 
time of field studies in late July, was 75 feet wide and about 
one foot deep. At its confluence with the Hudson, the 
Indian was 100 feet wide and approximately 3 feet deep. A 
U.S. Geological Survey water gaging station is maintained 
0.8 of a mile downstream of the Indian Lake Dam and 2.0 
miles south of the hamlet of Indian Lake. At this station, the 
average stream flow over the last 58 years has been 285 cubic 
feet per second (cfs) with a maximum discharge, recorded 
on March 28, 1913, of 3,460 cfs, and a minimum discharge, 
recorded on several occasions, of Jess than one cfs, when the 
entire flow of the river is being stored in Indian Lake. 

The river flows from a maximum elevation of 1,650 
feet at Indian Lake to 1,424 feet at the confluence with the 
Hudson for a drop of 226 feet in 8.3 miles for an average 
gradient of 0.52%. The gradient is relatively consistent over 
the first five miles of th,e river on through Lake Abanakee, 
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becoming much steeper with the predominance of rapids in 
the last 3 .3 miles of river. On the whole 49% of the river is 
stillwater, 12% is moderate flow, and 39% contains rapids. 
Approximately 60% of the stream contains canoeable 
waters but practical canoeing is confined to Miles 1.0-6.0, 
through Lake Abanakee. 

b. Land Ownership and Uses 
State Wild Forest lands abut the river along the north

western shore from ~,.1iles Q .. Q.3, 2.7 .. 3.3, and from 5.4 to 
7 .2; and additionally on the southeast along 0-1.0 and 
from 5.4 to 6.7. State lands in the Primitive classification 
adjoin the southeastern shore from 6.7 to 7 .2. Remaining 
lands are in private ownership. The great majority of land 
abutting both shores along 0-5 .0 and 7 .0-8 .3 is privately 
owned,-except the south shore along 0-1.0. Approximately 
40% of the total river corridor is state owned and the re
maining 60% is in private ownership. 

Predominant land uses on the private land aiong the 
river include seasonal and permanent residences. Boating, 
swimming, fishing, camping and hunting are the primary 
recreational uses. Some logging is also practiced. 

c. Access 

A public road closely parallels the southeast bank from 
Mile 1.0-2.0, crosses at 1.7 and 3.9, and again parallels the 
river on the northwest bank from 3.9 to 7.2. There is only 
private access to the majority of the Lake Abanakee shore
line, except that afforded along the stretch of state land on 
the northwest, along the causeway that crosses the lake, and 
along Route 28. Foot trails (caused by continued use by 
fishermen) skirt the northwest bank from Mile 5.0 to the 
Gooley Club and additional shore trails extend between the 
public roadway and the river. 
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d. Structures 

!\umerous camps and homes are located along both 
shores on the first five miles of the river. A Town of Indian 
L3ke boa tho use is found at Mile 4.7. There are dams at 0.0 
and 5 . .3. There is a causeway at 1.7, highway bridge at 3 .8, 
and :rn electric transmission line at 3.6. 

e. Proposed Impoundments 

There are no known impoundment proposals. 

f. L3nd Use Areas 

Or the private land in the 1iver corridor approximately 
67c is classified Hamlet, 38% is Moderate Intensity Use 
(500 principal buildings per square mile), 18% is Low 
Intensity Use (200 p.b./sq. mi.), 19% is Rural Use (75 p.b/ 
sq. mi.) and another 19% is classified Resource Management 
( 15 p.b./sq. mi.) by the Adirondack Park Land Use and 
Development Plan. 

g. Physiography 

Steep banks are common on both shores from 0.1 to 
0.75. Gently sloped banks are the rule from Mile 0.75 to 
5.3. The next two miles have steep, rocky banks, and the 
last mile is characterized by flat to gentle slopes. The river 
corridor in general is gently to moderately sloped along 
0-f.5. and rugged, low mountain country is encountered 
along the remainder of the corridor. 
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h. Vegetation 

Mixed forest types of hardwoods and conifers are com
mon in the first five miles. White birch are prominent with 
some large pine, hemlock, and fir. On the southeast shore 
cedar, fir and spruce predominate in the lower reaches of the 
first five miles. The last three miles are forested with red 
spruce, hemlock, cedar, and mixed hardwoods. Shrubs in
clude mountain holly, al'der, and red osier dogwood. Ferns 
are prevalent, and the wild flowe1s boneset, astcr,joe-pye
weed, gentian, pickerel weed and cardinal flower are com
monly found. 

i. Wildlife 

Brown trout, rainbow trout and brook trout are stocked 
by the Department of Environmental Conservation. Bass are 
numerous. Deer signs were light to moderate. Beaver activity 
was noted at Mile 1.0. Signs of mink and otter were evident. 
Waterfowl and shorebirds frequent the marshy portion from 
0.1 to 0.25. The heavy human use of the upper portion of 
the river precludes intensive wildlife use. 

j. Special Interest Areas 

None were identified at this time. 

k. Scenic Vistas 

Several distant scenic vistas are afforded in the Lake 
Abanakee section (Mile 1.5-5.0) with Snowy Mountain 
often visible. 
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1. Proposed Facilities 
None are proposed at this time. 

m. Proposed Acquisitions 
None proposed. 

Recommended Classification 
... 

Based upon the above described characteristics the 
Adirondack Park Agency finds 8.3 miles of the Indian River, 
from Indian Lake to the Hudson River, to be a worthy addi
tion to the Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers System as a 
Recreational River. 

The recommended river area is Y.. mile from each bank 

along private land and 'h mile from each bank where state 
land is involved. 

It is further recommended that the water level in Indian 
Lake no longer be artificially manipulated and that a natural 
streamflow be permitted in the Indian River. In addition to 
the advantages this will have on the river's ecosystem and 
the compatibility of the river with the purpose of the Wild, 
Scenic and Recreational Rivers System, it will benefit both 
the lake and the users of the lake. The Indian Lake draw
downs have a substantial adverse impact on the lake's fish- . 
ery resource and recreational potential. The expressed 
purpose of the draw-downs is to regulate downstream flow 
but its contribution to the downstream flow of tJ1e Hudson 
is comparatively insignificant, particularly when weighed 
against the adverse impacts it creates. 

A report prepared by the Adirondack Park Agency in consultation and cooperation 

with the Department of Environmental Conservation pursuant to Section 15-2715 

of Title 27 of the State Environmental Conservation Law. 

Cartography by Margaret L Baldwin, N.Y.S. Office of Planning Services 
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The Rock River 

The statute mandated the study of approximately 8 
miles of the Rock River from Lake Durant to the confluence 
with the Cedar River. The actual mileage in the field proved 
to be 8.1 miles. The Rock River is located in the Town of 
Indian Lake, Hamilton County. It flows in a generally easter
ly direction. 

Mileposts were delineated on maps starting at zero at the 
outlet of Lake Durant and follov1ing do\vnstream to ~Aile 8.1 
at the junction with the Cedar River. The drainage basin of 
the Rock includes approximately 62 square miles. 

The stream is slightly amber colored from natural causes. 
No pollution is known to exist. 

a. Flow Characteristics 
At its headwaters, the outlet of Lake Durant, the stream 

was 15 feet wide and 1 ¥.! feet deep when field studies were 
conducted in late September. At the confluence with the 
Cedar at Mile 8.1, it averaged approximately 40 feet in width 
and was about 2 feet deep. 

The Rock River flows from an elevation of 1,778 feet at 
Lake Durant to 1,550 feet at the confluence with the Cedar 
for a drop of 228 feet in 8.1 miles for an average gradient of 
0.53%. The gradient is moderate to steep along Miles 4.0-5.0. 
and 7 .0-8.0 where rapids are prevalent, and at the waterfalls 
at 4.4 and 6.4. In total 53% of the River is still water, 21 % is 
of moderate flowage, and 26% is rapids. Fifty-six per cent of 
the waters are canoeable, but limited access and intermixed 
rocky and shallow conditions preclude canoeing in most 
sections. Rock Lake (accessible by ~mile of foot trail) and 
Mile 2.0-3.0, upstream of the lake, provide the only practical 
canoeing. The streambed is quite rocky in moderate flow 
and rapid and riff sections. Gravel occurs occasionally and 
sand and silt appear in some still water sections. 

NEW YORK STATE WILD, SCENIC 

AND RECREATIONAL RIVERS SYSTEM 
Field Investigation Summary 

PROPOSED ADDITION 

b. Land Ownership and Uses 
The stream is entirely bordered by state Forest Preserve 

lands classified as Wild Forest. Land uses in the river corridor 
are hunting, fishing, snowmobiling, camping and limited 
boating on Rock Lake. 

c. Access 
A public highway parallels the first 1.2 miles of stream 

as it leaves Lake Durant, 1/8 to 1/4 mile to the south. A 
dirt road used for private land access an.d dosed to the public, 
crosses the river at Mile 1.2. A foot trail running north from 
Route 28 provides access to 5 .0 and is only 1 /4 mile to the 
south of 4.0 to 5.0. Ar1oth.er foot trail provides access to 
Rock Lake and the inlet portion of Rock River. "Herd paths" 
(paths created by continued _use by recreationists) are in 
evidence on the north side of the stream between 0.0 and 
2.5. 

d. Structures 
The only structures are bridges at Mile 0.0 and 1.2, and 

the remains of an old wooden dam at the Rock River outlet 
of Rock Lake. 

e. Proposed Impoundments 
There are no known impoundment proposals. 

f. Land Use Areas 
Not applicable, all state land. 

g. Physiography 
The banks of the river vary from low to gently sloped 

along Miles 0-1.0, 2.0-3.0, and on the north side along 5.0-
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6.0. B;;nks are low to moderate along 1.0-2.0 and 3.0-4.0. 
The are moderate to steep from 4.0-5.0. Consistently 
stee b:inks oc.:::ur :ilong both sides from 6.0 to 7 .0. Mile 
7 .0 o S. l h:is stream banks that vary from low, gradual 
slopes to very ste,:p slopes. 

h. Vegetation 

Spru~e-fir is the predominant tree association from 
:-.tii~ 0--LO. The:,.; species begin to give way to hardwoods. 
prtr'.'•Jrily beech. birch. and maple, along 4.0-6.0. Mile 6.0-
7 .0 is a pin predominantly spruce-fir. Mile 7 .0-8. l features 
a bk:1J 0r' several tree species including red spruce, balsam 
fir. sugJr :ind red maple. elm, beech, and hemlock. A narrow 
fnr,~~ 0t· :ilJer is prev:ilent in many areas and gives way to 
spruce-Cir J short dist:ince from the river edge. Bracken, 
ro: Jl. Jnd '.\ew Yurk ferns are common. Bunchberry dog
wu0J ;icJ sorrell frequently c:irpet the forest floor. Alders 
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and beaver meadows predominate along 2.5-3.0. -+.S-5.0. 
and 8.0 to 8.1. 

i. Wildlife 
Signs of beaver. deer. mink, muskrat. and bear were 

commonly seen. Several ducks were flushed from the 
marshy sections of Rock Lake and the still water se.:tions of 
Miles 6.0-8.0. Waters are inhabited by brook trout and many 
signs of fishing use were noted. The stream is stocked with 
brook trout by the Department of Environmental Conserva
tion. 

j. Special Interest Areas 

There are three special interest are:is of note in the 
stream corridor. Rock L:ike in the vicinity of Mile 3.0 is a 
scenic lake, affording good canoeing :i.nd vistas of Blue 
Mountain and some lower adjacent mount:iins. A marshy 
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area in the northwest corner invites waterfowl. There is a 
waterfall at 4.4 and a low falls with flume type rapids at 6.4. 

k. Scenic Vistas 

In addition to the views from Rock Lake, scenic vistas 
are had looking downstream from the beaver flow at Mile 
2.7. 

l. Proposed Facilities 

None. 

m. Proposed Acquisition 

Not applicable, all state land. 

Recommended Classification 

Baseq upon the above described characteristics the 
Adirondack Park Agency finds 8 .1 iniles of the Rock River, 
from Lake Durant to the Cedar River, to be a worthy addi
tion to the Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers System in 
the following manner: 

Mile 0-1.2: Recreational River 
Mile 1.2-8.1 (6.9 miles): Scenic River 

Although the Scenic River section meets most of the 
requirements for a Wild River it was not so recommended 
because the flow in the river is regulated by the dam at Lake 
Durant. 

The recommended river area is ;6 mile from each bank, 
except from Lake Durant to Mile 1.4, where the southern 
boundary should be Route 28. 

A report prepared by the Adirondack Park Agency in consultation and cooperation 

with 'the Department of Environmental Conservation pursuant to Section 15-2715 

of Title 27 of the State Environmental Conservation Law. 

Cartography by Margaret L Baldwin. N.Y.S. Office of Planning Services 
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617.21 
Appendix F 

State Environmental Quailty Review 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
Notice of Determination of Non-Significance 

Project Number--------

SEQR 

Date _5_/_1_7_/9_3 ___ _ 

ID# NS-002105-00070 . 

This notice is issued pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to Article 
8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation Law. 

The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation as lead. agency, 

has determined that the proposed action described below will not have a significant effect on the 
environment and a Draft Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. 

Name of Action: Implementation of the Blue Mountain Wild Forest Unit Management Plan 

SEQR Status: Type I !ZJ 
Unlisted 0 

Conditioned Negative Declaration: 0Yes 
[RJ No 

Description of Action: SEE ATTACHED 

Location: (Include street address and the name of the municipality/county. A location map of appropriate 
scale is also recommended.} · 

The area is located on Forest Preserve lands in the Town of Minerva, Essex County, 
and the Towns of Indian Lake and Long Lake, Hamilton County. A location map is 
attached. 
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SEQR Negative Declaration Page 2 

Reasons Supporting This Determination: 
(See 617.6(g) for requirements of this determination; see 617.6(h) for Conditioned Negative Declaration) 

SEE ATTACHED 

If Conditioned Negative Declaration, provide on attachment the specific mitigation measures imposed. 

For Further Information: 

Contact Person: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: 

Thomas Kapelewski, Senior Forester 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
Northville, NY 12134-0458 
518-863-4545 

For Type I Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a Copy of this Notice Sent to: 

. Commissioner, Department of Environmental Conservation, 50 Wolf Road, Albany, New York 12233-0001 

Appropriate Regional Office of the Department of Environmental Conservation 

Office of the Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally 
located. 

Applicant (if any) 

Other involved agencies (if any}. 

-225-



APPE1'i'DIX 25 

SEOR NEGATIVE DECLARATION - BLUE MOUNTAIN WILD FOREST AREA 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTION: 

Tne Department of Environmental Conservation proposes to manage 3 7, 800 acres of wild forest classified 
land in accordance with the definitions and guidelines set forth in the Adirondack Park State Land Master 
Plan, Article XIV of the NYS Constitution, Section 9 of the Environmental Conservation Law, opinions 
of several attorneys general and the State Land Master Plan provide the basis and authority for the 
proposed program actions. The plan identifies the constraints and issues affecting the unit and develops 
a series o( goals and objectives which will govern the area's future management. The unit management 
plan will direct all management activities for a period of five years from the date of final adoption. 
Management activities planned for this unit include: boundary line surveying and marking, trail 
maintenance, minor facilities construction (trails, parking areas), facilities maintenance and rehabilitation, 
fish stocking, reclamation, fire suppression, search and rescue operations, research activities, public 
information and education, public use control systems, and patrolling and surveillance activities. 

Specific proposed projects include (See UMP for complete listing): 

Nordic Ski Trail - A marked trail of approximately 1.5 miles is proposed utilizing old logging roads 
starting and ending on a section of the Northville-Lake Placid Trail. This will keep any tree cutting to 
a minimum. The proposed trail in combination with marking of the hiking trail will allow a round trip 
ski loop of approximately 5 miles. 

Snowmobile Trail Relocation and/or Improvements - Two sections of marked trail are proposed for 
construction to avoid problem areas on the existing trail and facilitate access between the communities 
of Indian Lake and Blue Mt. Lake. The eastern relocation is approximately 2.5 miles in length and 
would eliminate traversing a flooded wetland and rocky steep areas around Stark Hills. Two potential 
relocations for the western terminus of the existing snowmobile trail are also under consideration. 
Proposal A would follow the Route 28/30 highway ROW to Old Route 30 and terminate at the roadside 
DOT picnic/parking area. Proposal B would continue the existing trail to the north of Route 28/30 on 
an old carriage road for approximately 1.5 miles. A new trail (.2 miles) on l\TYS land would be 
developed to join a marked trail on private lands ending at a public parking facility in Blue Mt. Lake. 
The final location of these trails will determine the extent of any tree cutting required. Careful trail 
layout and utilization of old roads where appropriate will keep tree cutting to a minimum. 

All Terrain Bicvcles - Use by all terrain bicycles will be allowed on the Rock FJver Trail, Elm Island 
Trail, Lake Durant-Rock Lake Trail, and the Unknown Pond Trail. 

Blue Mt. Trailhead and Summit Area - A display panel is proposed for the trailhead and summit area of 
Blue Mountain. This will educate the public on DEC rules and regulations along with providing relevant 
historical, geological, and natural resource information. 

Pelon Road Parking Area - A five car parking area is proposed for construction to provide adequate 
parking and facilitate winter plowing. 

Blue Mt. Lake Cemetary Road Parking Area - A three car parking area is proposed for construction to 
provide off the shoulder parking for users of the Cascade Pond Trail. 

Other Lands and Forests activities include trail register and pit privy placement, replacement of the 
O'Neil leanto, primitive tentsite designation, forest inventory, and brochure development. 

Fisheries activities include fish stocking and pond surveys. Reclamation of Unnamed Pond (UH-p635) 
is necessary to reduce or eliminate the nonnative and native-but-widely-introduces fishes and thus achieve 
the _low levels of competition necessary for viable brook trout populations. 
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REASONS SUPPORTING TIDS DETERMINATION: 

1. The area will be managed in accordance with wild forest guidelines established in the Adirondack 
State Land Master Plan. These guidelines and various statutes have been developed to protect 
the resources of the area. All management activities proposed in the plan have also been 
addressed in various Programmatic Environmental Impact Statements. These include the final 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Forest Preserve Interior Recreation Program, 
ID# PS-13, November 9, 1981, and the final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement, 
Acquisition of Lands by the Department of Environmental Conservation, March 1988. 

2. Physical disturbance due to trailhead parking construction will be limited to tree cutting and 
gravel application. Overall parking area development will be minor (total of eight cars) and is 
intended to provide safe and appropriate access to public land. No trees are needed to be cut at 
the Cascade Pond Trailhead Parking Area. The Pelon Road Parking Area will not be developed 
until the adjacent Indian Lake Landfill is closed. While a specific location for the five car 
parking area was not determined it is not anticipated that a significant number trees would need 
to be cut. Public safety concerns will be enhanced by properly sighting parking areas and 
provide for needed facilities where the public currently parks on private land or on the road 
shoulder. Prior to any site disturbance, an archaeological investigation will be undertaken in 
areas identified by the NYS Archaeological Site Locations Map. Information boards will be 
erected at trailhead parking lots to convey the rules and regulations governing the use of forest 
preserve land and to instruct users in techniques for minimum impact camping, proper human 
sanitation, precautions concerning giardia, etc. 

3. The construction of the proposed snowmobile and Nordic Ski trail, trailhead and parking areas 
will involve an immaterial amount of tree cutting. This activity will comply with the 
Commissioner's Delegation Memorandum, #84-06, on the cutting, removal or destruction of trees 
on Forest Preserve lands. These actions will also comply with the wild forest management 
guidelines of the State Land Master Plan. Physical disturbance in both new trail construction and 
existing trail maintenance will be controlled by drytread, culverts, waterbars, switchbacks or 
drainage ditches to mitigate soil erosion and compaction. 

4. Public use will be enhanced but is not expected to increase greatly as a result of management 
activities proposed in this plan. The relocation of specific trails and trailheads to State land will 
eliminate previous conflicts and trespassing on private lands. Site designation will control 
camping activity adjacent to trails and water. 

5. Critical plant and animal habitats have been identified within the unit and proposed actions have 
been sited to avoid these areas. 

6. Pond reclamation and fish stocking will be a continuation of ongoing programs and is covered 
under the final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on Fish Species Management 
Activities ID# OOO-S022, dated June 1980 and the DEC Policy Information Paper on Chemical 
Reclamation as a Fish Management Tool in New York State, October 16, 1992 .. 

7. The impacts associated with this unit were evaluated in a Full Environmental Assessment Form. 
All impacts were determined to be small, affecting a relatively small percentage of the total 
project area. 
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

BUREAU OF FOREST RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

Forest Stewardship Plan 

Name: Town of Indian Lake; R. Purdue,Supervisor County: Hamilton Town: Indian Lake 
Street: Pelon Road Telephone: (518)648-5885 

illl~l~~l~illmmllli~i~l~l~lTii~millinlWiITmilllllmlilmmmm~~ill1n1~1Wi~mlliili1Hmm1~1rrmi{iHil~1~1rriIT1~ffimmmmmm111mmrn111mmmiiimmmiiiillillUimii;mi;immiiii1iimirn1i1iiirnigi1i1 
·Total Acres owned: 158.4 Acres Covered in Plan: 158.4 Aerial Photos: 1-207 (1974) 

Owner's Management Goals 

Indian Lake's primary management goal for this parcel is to provide a staging site 
for users of the Indian River. Associated goals are public access and use of the entire 
parcel for pndeveloped recreational uses, maintenance of existing trails, and timber 
management targetted toward maintaining a healthy .forest/wildlife ecosystem. 

Specific Management Recommendations 

Recreation Management: 

The 17 acre parcel in the easterly corner of the property is intended to be 
developed as a staging area for the canoeists and commercial rafters using the Indian 
River. Development of this area will include a parking area, a staging area for users of 
the river, and a primitive camping area with pit privies. Tree cutting is planned to be 
limited to that which is necessary to develop the planned facilities, and for !!i!afety and 
aesthetic purposes. 

Design assistance for the developed facilities will be requested through the 
Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation District. Prevention of erosion, direct runoff 
into the river from the parking area, and possible pollution from the sanitary facilities 
will be of primary importance in this design. 

In the remaining 141.4 acres, the recreational rights and development rights are 
owned by the U S Forest Service. Recreational facility development and maintenance in 
this portion will require approval of the Department of Environmental Conservation as a 
representative of the U S Forest Service. The following activities would require specific 
approval prior to initiating the actions. 

The ~rail to Bullhead Pond will be maintained as a foot traik. Timber harvest 
activities that may occur will be limited along this trail. Harvesting that occurs within 
150' of either side of the trail will be modified to protect the recreational integrity of 
the trail. 

The property will be open to public hunting and fishing. Access associated wuth 
these activities on the 141.4 acre section of the property will be lL~ited to foot travel. 
No recreational vehicle trails or motor vehicle trails are planned. Access to the back 
section is planned to be provided via the trail to Bullhead Pond. A deeded 25' right-of
way owned by the US Forest Service, to provide legal access if needed, also exists along 
the southeasterly line of the 17 acre parcel. 

Development of a hiking/cross country ski trail would provide an additional public 
recreational opportunity. The terrain within the property varies from rolling hilltops, 
to steep side slopes, to low wetlands. A trail which traverses the various ecological 
zones and terrain features would offer public recreational and educational benefits. 

Wildlife Management: 

The spruce-fir type on the property shows heavy use as a deer wintering area. The 
hardwood browse that exists exhibits symptoms of heavy over-browsing~ Nearly all of the 
browse is stunted and deformed from repeated clipping of branch tips. 

Fo~ster: Jetli"ey A. MeuWISSen Telephone: tSllS) llo.>-1:>'+5 Date: 

DEC Office: S. I\..f~ St. Exte!!Sion, Northv..:Ile, NY U134 

As owner, I (we) agree that this management plan reflects my (our) goals and intentions for the management of this_property. 
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

BUREAU Cl' FOR€ST RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

Forest Stewardship Plan - continued - pg 2 

Forest management activities aimed toward increasing the hardwood browse in the 
spruce-fir type and the adjacent hardwood type will provide important winter food to the 
deer utilizing the area. An even-aged cutting plan which establishes a 100 year rotation 
and a cutting cycle of 20 years will help to maintain important softwood cover in the 
older age classes and provide regeneration of food and cover species. This would allow 
cutting approximately 15 acres every 20 years in the spruce-fir type. Cutting should be 
planned to harvest three 5-acre units in long, narrow, irregular shapes which do not break 
up the contigu~ty of blocks of the older age classes. 

Snowsho~s hares were noted to be utilizing portions of the spruce-fir type in the 
northerly corner of the property and in the lowland portion located centrally within the 
property. Modification of the management option for maximizing deer browse by reducing 
the rot~tion age to 80 years would provide benefit to snowshoe hare habitat with only a 
minimal reduction in benefit to deer. 

Aithough the outlet of Bullhead Pond passes through the northerly corner of the 
property, it is of little value as a fisheries source. The terrain adjoining the stream 
is quite steep. The area immediately adjacent to the stream is wetland which should be 
protected from any disturbance caused by harvesting or equipment use. 

Timber Management: 

Timber management of this property is a secondary goal of ownership. 

Timber harvests will be conducted under the planning and control of the town 
forester or other professional forester. 

The spruce-fir stand is occupied by pole sized red spruce and balsam fir with a 
small amount of sawtimber scattered throughout. It occupies a poorly drained area in the 
central portion of the property and a higher, more well drained portion in the northerly 
portion that was pastureland at one time. Primary species are red spruce, balsam fir, red 
maple and aspen. The trail to Bullhead Pond bisects this ~ype. 

Although the stand is presently marginal for timber harvest, it may be possible to 
set up a harvest with management aimed at incorporating the wildlife management options. 
Harvests should be restricted to fall and winter. Any harvest activities in the poorly 
drained areas should be restricted to the winter season only when the ground is 
sufficiently frozen to support logging equipment. 

As mentioned in the wildlife management discussion, this type should be managed 
under an even-aged management system. 

The northern hardwood type is located on the upland area in the southerly portion of 
the property and extends down the slope in a northerly direction toward the spruce-fir 
type. Primary species are sugar maple, yellow birch and red maple. The lower slopes have 
a smaller sugar maple component. A sugar bush was located at the height of ground many 
years ago. 

The timber is pole sized with a slightly larger percentage of sawtimber. Quality is 
generally low and the primary product from this stand would be pulpwood in any initial 
harvests. The management goal of this stand should be uneven-aged with sugar maple and 
yellow birch the primary species. On the lower slopes adjacent to the spruce-fir type, an 
even-aged modification to encourage deer browse could be used. 

Logging road and skid trails shou.ld be carefully laid out prior .to beginning any 
harvest to avoid erosion and disturbance to sensitive poorly drained soils. These trails 
will be barricaded after harvest to prevent vehicular access. 

Forest Health & Fire Protection: 

Forest insects and diseases are presently not perceived to be a problem. Managers 
should stay alert to changes in forest health and seek assistance if problems are 
detected. 

Fire protection may become important once public use of the planned camping area and 
parking area occurs. Increased public use will consequently cause an increase in fire 
hazard. Location of the camping area and associated campfire facilities must be carefully 
planned. Lopping of softwood tops as required by Conservation Law and control of 
activities during periods of high fire danger will help to reduce fire hazard. _________ ._, 

soil & Water Protection: 

. 
1 

t" ed design assistance for the developed facilities will be 
As previous Y men ion ' c nservation District. 

provided by the Hami~t~~.coun~lls~~~l:ww:;:~ M~nagement Practices and will.seek to 
Harvesting activi ies WL d 1 t and timing of activity to avoid wet seasons. 

minimize erosion through careful roa ayou 

Rare'.& Endangered Species; Significant Habitats: 

d d species or significant habitats present on the 
There are no known rare or en angere 

property or in the immediate vicinity. 
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BOOK 209 PAr.f 815 

:Proposed .Easement Desc. 

All that easement to be exercised on, over, under and through 
lands situate in that portion of Lot 119 of Township 17 of Totten 
and Crossfield's Purchase in the Town of Indian Lake, County of 
Hamilton and State of New York, bounded and described as follows: 

Beginning at a point marked by a pointed stone with a drill hole 
in the center of a pile of stones being the common corner of Lots 
106, 119, 118 and 105 and the southwe$t corn¢r of Lot 119; 
running thence from said point or beginning in a northwesterly l)D· 
direction along the easterly line of lot 106 and westerly line of 1~~ 
119 N23°14'25"W a distance of 2640.0 feet to a point in a pointed 
stone with a drill hole set in the center of a stone pile for the 
northwest corner of lot 119 and common corner of Lots 107, 120, 
119 and 106; thence in a no=theasterly direction along the 
southorly line of lot 120 a~d northerly line of lot 119 
N66°J9'35"E n distance or 2613.68 feet tc a poin~ in a ono inch 
w~gon axle i~ a pile of stcncs for the northeast corner of lot 
119, said point being also the commcn corner or lots 119, 120, 
lJJ and 132; thence ir. a southerly direction alor.g the easterly 
line or lot 119 and the westerly line of lot 132 s23• lO'J7"£ a 
dist~~ce o! 1,423.02 fee: to a point on an iron pipe; thence in a 
scuth~~ste~ly direction s21•44'29"W a distance e! 1723.52 fact to 
a pci~tin a 1/2" d:ill hole in a boulder in the boun~a:y betw~en 
t~e r.::th line of 11~ and the sout~erly !ine o! lot 119; the~c! 
!~ a ~csterlv di:ect!cn S55°JS'l5"W a d!stance e! !J~J.~B t~ct t: 
th! ;cir.: c:

0

place cf beginning ecntai~i~g 141.33 ae~es :e :~o 
s~~~ ~=ro er less. T:;ether with a 23 f:ct r1iht e! way !c= 
in;:ess, eg~e3s and r~;~ess ~i:h in t~a bounds e~ Le: 11: ale~; 
the southarlv boun~s c! said let 119 be~~cen tho a=eve cesc~i=e~ 
parcel a~d che Ch~ln Lakes Road. 

,. 

I hereby certify that this Proposed description was prepared by me 
in accordance with New York State Department of Envirorunental 
Conservation Map No. 11,156, also prepared.by me. tJA:3/I _ 

.... ~/ 
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BOOK 209 P.\Gf 816 

EXHIBIT B 

CONSERVATION EASEMENT TERMS 

With respect to the meaning of the following provisions, the 
restrictions and obligations placed upon the "GRANTORS" shall 
apply in the same way to their heirs and assigns, as well as the 
employees, agents, lessees, or independent contractors of the 
GRANTORS, their heirs and assions. Similarly, the rights of the 
"GRANTEE" shall apply in the same way to the GRANTEE's assigns, 
or other person or entity to which the GRANTEE has delegated 
authority, 

I. USE OF THE EASEMENT AREA BY THE GRANTORS 

A. The easement area shall not used by the GRANTORS 
for any purpose except timber management, which 
includes, but is not limited to, the planting and 
harvesting of trees and the construction of 
necessary skid and haul roads. 

,,. .... 

State law notwithstanding, subdivision of lands 
within the easement area by the GRANTORS is prohibited. 

No buildiny, structure, or other improvement, 
including, but not limited to, mobile homes, 
utility poles, and fences, may be constructed, 
reconstructed, renovated, erected, or moved on the 
easement area. Notwithstanding this provision, the 
GRANTORS may construct necessary skid and haul roads 
as allowed by paragraph A. 

D. The placement of location of billboards or advertising 
structures on the easement area is prohibited without 
prior written approval of the GRANTEE. 

!. The placement of any trash, junk, garbage, sewage, 
solid waste, hazardous substance, hazardous waste, 
or any unsightly or offensive material or waste within 
the easement area is prohibited. 

F. Changes in the general topography of the landscape or 
land surface within the easement area, including 
changes caused by the removal of gravel, are 
prohibited, unless such changes were caused exclusively 
by the forces of nature or were given prior written 
approval by the GRANTEE. 

Er.:umr t 
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No utility rights of way shall b~ located within the 
easement area subsequent to the date of this instrument 
unless they are approved in advance, and in writing, by 
the GRANTEE. At a minimum such rights-of-way shall 
require subsurface location of all wir~s, pipes, 
conduits, and other structures involved. Any 
conflict between this clause and others contained 
herein shall be governed by this clause. 

Any construction or reconstruction of trails 
easement area by the GRANTORS is prohibited, 
with prior written approval of the GRANTEE. 
approved, said construction or reconstruction 
be at the expense of the ·GRANTORS. 

on the 
except 
If 
shall 

USE OF THE EASEMENT AREA BY THE GRANTEE 

A. The GRANTEE may enter upon the easement area to 
inspect for violations of the provisions of this 
conservation easement. 

B. The GRANTEE may post regulatory and other notices as 
well as monument the easement area boundaries on 
selected portions of the easement area for the purposes 
of promoting the provisions of this easement and public 
recreational use of the easement area. No such notice 
may be posted without prior notification of the land
owner. 

C. The GRANTEE may construct, reconstruct, locate, 
relocate, develop, operate, use and maintain trails, 
overlooks, observation points, vistas, and other 
facilities to enable or enhance dispersed recreational 
use of the easement area by the public. 

D. The GRANTEE may mark. cut, and remove all dead, dying, 
diseased, insect-infested trees and shrubs, which in 
the opinion of the GRANTEE, or its authorized 
representative, detract from the aesthetics or 
natural and scenic qualities of the easement area. 

The GRANTEE may plant and/or prune trees and shrubs for 
the purposes of restoring or maintaining the natural 
and scenic qualities of the easement area as well as 
for th~ purpose of dieeaee prevention. 
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The GRANTEE may conduct activities for •cenic, 
aesthetic, historical, fish and wildlife, water 
quality, monitoring, sanitation, and restoration 
purposes as may be deemed necessary or desirable to 
protect and promote the natural qualities of the 
area. The landowner shall be notified prior to 
initiation of such actions. 

G. For administrative purposes, the GRANTEE may access 
and traverse the easement area, using motor vehicles, 
including but not limited to cars, trucks, all terrain 
vehicles, and snowmobiles. 

H. The GRANTEE will conduct activities upon thP. easement 
area, pursuant to Sections II. A-G, at no expense 
to the GRANTORS unless it has been determined by the 
GRANTEE that actions of the GRANTORS have cau9ed the 
need for such activities to be conducted by the 
GRANTEE. 

III. Use of the Easement Area by th~ Public 

A. The GRANTEE may allow or authorize the public to enter 
upon, traverse, and otherwise use the easement area 
for dispersed recreational purposea. The GRANTEE, 
at its sold discretion, may permit, administer, 
restrict and otherwise control the public's access 
and use of the easement area, consistent with the 
provisions and purposes of this easement and ~he 
applicable regulatory and land management authorities 
of the GRANTEE. 

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of this instrument, 
and excepting snowmobile use, off-road use by the 
public of motor vehicles, including but not limited 
to cars, trucks, and all terrain vehicles, within the 
easement area is prohibited. 

Nothing herein is t6 be conitrued to obligate monies of the 
United States in advance of appropriation thereof. 

. R~rru~o 
"s.&;/r;.~ 
AEALE~~TE 

.AUG 2 6 1994 k(._y 
GreE!iJ AN ./- f ,n1cr· L"' lr.s 
2- ~I Nor~ ft1tt 1µ ~tr~ ,,_r 

:_, . TRANSf-EA TAX 
HAMIL TON COUNTY --... 

R ~ fle.,,,..4 1 v-r 05701 
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GUIDELINES FOR HIKERS AND CAMPERS 
The forest and mountain environment of the Adirondacks offer numerous opportunities for recrea

tional pleasure, nature appreciation, and a rejuvenating escape from the urban world. Help maintain 
the natural character of these public lands that constitute New York State's unique and precious Adiron
dack Forest Preserve. Your efforts lo care for our wild environment will enhance the enjoyment of 
it for yourself and those that follow. Please observe these simple guidelines: 

• What you carry in, carry out. Leave the woods cleaner than you found them. Bring a garbage 
bag ·and carry out more than you can"ied in. Burying of refuse Is prohibited. 

• Observe and enjoy the wildlife and plant life but leave them undisturbed. 
• Camping-Carry a tent in case leantos are full. Unless the site Is designated by a DEC sign, 

you mu~t camp al least 150 feet from water, roads, and trails. Choose clear, level ground to 
pitch your tent and disturb as little ground cover as possible in the vicinity of your campsite. 

• Water Supply-Wash your dishes, clothes, and yourself at least 150 feet from any surface 
waler. Do not drink any untreated water. 

• Human Waste--lf there are no toilets nearby, dig a trench 8 Inches deep and cover completely 
when you break camp. Stay 150 feet away from (and below) any water supply. 

• Fires-If you must build one, choose bare level ground and clear away leaves, twigs, and duff 
down to mineral soil for a distance of 3 feet. Use only dead and down wood and be sure the 
fire is completely extinguished before you leave. Better yet, carry a portable stove for cooking 
in case of inclement weather. Be extra careful with cigarettes and matches. 

• Observe all posted regulations and be considerate of fellow recrealionists. 
• Plan your trip carefully according to routes and lime available. Carry the latest guidebooks 

and maps. 
• Always let someone know where you are going and when you expect to return. Sign all 

trail registers you encounter. 
• Check weather reports before you set out. 
• Be prepared for unexpected emergencies. Even on a day trip bring a tarp for shelter, whistle 

for signaling, compass, pocket knife, waterproof matches, candle, high energy food items such 
as candy, water, flashlight with extra batteries, first aid kit, rain gear and extra protective 
clothing. 

• In case of an accident, at least one person should remain with the injured person. Others 
should carefully note the location and contact the local forest ranger. 
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• Notify the local forest ranger ii any of your companions become lost. 
• If you become lost, keep calm, stay where you are and keep warm. If you feel you can find 

your way out, remember that following streams downhill will nearly always lead you back to 
signs of habitation. A large smokey fire is your best means of signaling your position. 

• A few of the trails In the Blue Mountain Lake Region traverse private lands with the owner's 
permission. Please stay on the marked trail and do not trespass beyond the trail corridor. 
Respect the rights of the landowner by not camping, building fires, or otherwise misusing 
these private lands. 

If you take your dog, along on these trails please exercise consideration toward fellow users 
of State lands. When others approach, particularly small children and other animals, leash 
your dog. Keep your dog quiet. Keep your dog out of sources of potable water. Remove dropp
ings from the trail and campsite area. Remember that others have no knowledge of your dog's 
temperament, and they may react accordingly. 
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