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Western Finger Lakes
Angler Diary Program
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History

Trout and Salmon Diary Program began in 1968 on Keuka Lake

Seneca Lake and Canandaigua Lake followed in 1973

Hemlock and Canadice Lakes – 1980 to 1994 and 2006 to 
present

Warm Water Diary Program started in 1989 on Honeoye Lake; 
Conesus Lake added in 2000
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Unfortunately, the number of angler diary cooperators is declining.

Lake Peak  number of
Cooperators

(Year)

Current  number of 
Cooperators

Seneca 152
(1994)

56

Keuka 81
(1995)

35

Canandaigua 63
(1976)

29

Honeoye 45
(2003)

22

Canadice 35
(1983)

9

Hemlock 40
(1992)

7

Conesus 28
(2000)
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MORE ANGLER DIARY COOPERATORS ARE NEEDED
Better fisheries management decisions are made with more information
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Sample Diary Page
Fill out a page for every fishing 
trip, even for fishing trips where 
no fish are caught.

Every blank at the top of 
the page must be filled in 
for each fishing trip.
Write in the Time Started 
and Time Finished. Circle 
AM or PM
Check the box if no fish are 
caught.

2 7/15/2015
Canandaigua Lake
Vine Valley

6:00 10:00

X X
Lake Trout
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Sample Diary Page
Fill out a page for every fishing 
trip, even for fishing trips where 
no fish are caught.

Every blank in the table should be 
filled out for every fish caught. 
Please record weight if you normally 
weigh your fish, but weighing fish is 
optional.
Write C if the fish is Kept (Creeled)
Write R if the fish is Released
Circle any missing fins observed
Write “No Marks” if no missing fins 
are observed
If you caught more than 10 fish on a 
fishing trip, check the box and 
continue on the next page.

2 7/15/2015
Canandaigua Lake
Vine Valley

6:00 10:00

X

LT C 22 3.1
R 18 2.3 No Marks

X

Lake Trout

LT
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To make it easier for you to enter information, it’s 
OK to use the following codes for fish species:

Trout and Salmon:
LT = Lake trout
BT = Brown trout
RT = Rainbow trout
LLS = Landlocked 
(Atlantic) salmon

Warm water Gamefish:
LMB = Largemouth bass
SMB = Smallmouth bass
WAE = Walleye
NOP = Northern pike
CHP = Chain pickerel

Pan fish species:
ROB = Rock bass
BGS = Bluegill sunfish
PSS = Pumpkinseed sunfish
COB = Black crappie
YP = Yellow perch
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Useful fisheries information is calculated with data 
collected from angler diaries.

Catch Rate: This is the  total number of fish of a particular species that 
are caught per hour of fishing.
• 2 anglers X 4 hours = 8  angler hours of fishing effort.
• 3 Kept + 2 Legal released + 3 Sublegal released = 8 total Lake trout caught.
• 8 Lake trout caught / 8 angler hours = Catch Rate of 1.0 Lake trout per hour.
• 3 Kept + 2 Legal released = 5 legal sized Lake trout caught
• 5 Legal Lake trout caught / 8 angler hours = Catch rate of 0.63 legal Lake trout per hour

Harvest (Kept, Creeled) Rate: This is the number of fish of a particular 
species that are kept per hour of fishing.
• 3 Kept / 8 angler hours = Harvest Rate of 0.38 Lake trout per hour.

For example:  You and another person fish from 6:00 am to 10:00 am and 
between the two of you, kept (creeled) 3 Lake trout, released 2 legal 
sized (greater than 15 inches) Lake trout, and released 3 sub legal sized 
(less than 15 inches) Lake trout.
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The red circles show the things 
in the diary that are needed to 
calculate the Catch Rate.

•Number of Anglers
•Time Started, Finished
•Species (LT, RT, BT, LLS)
•C/R= Write C if Kept (Creeled);
Write R if Released
•Total length of fish in inches

For this fishing trip example:
•2 Anglers x 6 Hours = 12 angler hours
•9 Legal trout and salmon caught
•Catch Rate of legal sized fish = 0.75 
fish per hour or
•1.33 hrs to catch legal trout

IF ANY OF THESE ARE NOT RECORDED, 
THE INFORMATION  FROM THIS FISHING 
TRIP CANNOT BE USED TO CALCULATE 
A CATCH RATE FOR THAT TRIP.
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The red circles show the things 
in the diary needed to 
calculate the Average Size

•Species
•Creeled or Released
•Total Length
•Weight

•Average Length Lake 
Trout Kept = 23 inches
•Average Weight Lake 
Trout Kept = 3.4 
pounds
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The red circles show the things 
in the diary needed to 
determine Stocked or Wild 
and Year Class of the fish

•Species

•Missing Fins

•5 out of 8 Lake Trout 
fin clipped = 62.5% 
stocked and 37.5% 
wild
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Fin Clips
Dorsal Fin

Adipose Fin

Ventral 
(Pelvic) Fin

Pectoral Fin

Lake trout stocked into Seneca, Canadaigua, Hemlock, and Canadice
Lakes are clipped with different clips every year.

Rainbow trout stocked into tributaries of Seneca and Keuka Lakes are 
clipped with different clips every year.



12

-Record number on jaw tag and report in diary or call Region 8 Fisheries

- Over 700 walleye in Conesus Lake were jaw tagged in April, 2014 and over 
800 walleye in Conesus Lake were jaw tagged in April, 2002.

TAGS
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Record jaw tag 
number here
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Problems encountered with diary 
information left blank

Number of Anglers left blank
 We can’t calculate angler hours, so we also can’t calculate the catch rate.

Time Started or Time Finished left blank
 We can’t calculate the time fished, so we also can’t calculate the catch rate.

Trips with No Fish Caught need to be recorded

C/R (creeled (kept) or released) left blank
 We can’t tell if the angler kept or released the fish, so we also can’t calculate the 

catch, harvest, or release rate.

Fin Clips left blank
 We can’t tell if the angler is not looking or whether there was no fin clip, so we also 

can’t determine how many are wild or stocked fish.

IF ONE PIECE OF INFORMATION IS LEFT BLANK, OR 
WRITTEN INCORRECTLY, ALL OF THE INFORMATION FROM 
THAT TRIP WILL NOT BE USED AT ALL. 
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Importance of Angler Diary 
Information

Efficient method for tracking the fishery
• Only source of information for some lakes and time 
periods

Major component of determining any regulation changes
• Rainbow Trout and Lake Trout  size or creel limits; 
Walleye size limits

Good way to communicate with anglers
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Future
Any new Diary Cooperators are welcome

Trout and Salmon:
• Seneca, Keuka, Canandaigua, Hemlock, Canadice

All Fish:
• Honeoye, Conesus, and Lake Ontario Bays (Irondequoit, 
Sodus, Port, East, Blind Sodus)

Muskellunge:
• Waneta Lake

Contact Region 8 Fisheries: 585-226-5343
Or email to fwfish8@dec.ny.gov
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THANK YOU!

We appreciate the efforts of our Angler Diary 
Cooperators.

You do make a difference in our ability to provide quality 
fishing opportunities.

Connect with us:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NYSDEC
Twitter: twitter.com/NYSDEC
Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec
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