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New York: A State of Angling Opportunity
New York is a world class fishing destination and I thank you for being one of the more 
than 1.8 million anglers in New York State who enjoy our unparalleled fishing opportuni-
ties. Whether you are a competitive bass angler, fly fishing purist, or just enjoy fishing 
with your family on vacation, the Empire State has something for you. 

Through my NY Open for Fishing and Hunting initiative we are making fishing and 
hunting more affordable and accessible to all, and I am proud of our recent progress. 
In 2015, we invested $2.7 million to upgrade boat launches on Forge Pond in Suffolk 
County, Lake George in Warren County and Upper and Lower Saranac Lakes in Franklin 
County. A new site designed for the hand launching of boats was also completed on the 
Susquehanna River at Colliersville (Otsego County) and a universally accessible fishing 
platform was installed on Wiscoy Creek in Wyoming County. In 2016, we will unveil even 
more opportunities as part of our 50 new or improved land and water access projects, 
and make sure you download the New York Fishing, Hunting & Wildlife App on your 
smartphone to find all our great fishing access points and more.

In addition to promoting access, over the past two years we have invested $8 million 
to make much needed improvements to our fish hatchery system, including upgrades to 
the Oneida, Chautauqua, Rome and Salmon River hatcheries, and purchase of 16 new 
stocking trucks outfitted with state of the art tanks and aeration systems. New York's 
fish hatchery system is a vital part of our recreational fishing program, and I encourage 
everyone to visit one of our hatcheries and learn about our incredible efforts to restore 
fish populations.

We also continue to expand efforts to engage new anglers and increase interest in 
the sport of fishing, offering eight ‘free fishing’ days year round, now including Veteran’s 
Day and Presidents Weekend. We also offer free fishing clinics throughout the state, 
more than 200 were hosted in 2015 alone, providing a great introduction to the sport 
of fishing. If you’re new to fishing, be sure to check out these clinics, or one of DECs 
I FISH NY fishing education programs near you for tips on how to start. 

From fishing a Catskill Mountain stream for trout, the Finger Lakes for bass, or Lake 
Ontario for salmon, New York has an incredible range of opportunities for anglers of all 
skill levels. We’re working hard to make fishing in New York better than ever, and be sure 
to bring a friend along on your next fishing trip and help us grow the sport.

Wishing you all an enjoyable and successful 2016 season. See you on the water!

Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor, State of New York
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Using This Guide
1� Review the Statewide Angling Regulations� — page 13
2� Review the Special Regulations section, which begins on page 14 

and includes regulations for specific waters (i�e�, Lake Champlain) 
or group of waters (i�e�, Great Lakes)� If the water you intend to fish 
is not listed in this section, statewide angling regulations apply� 

3� Review:
 » General Regulations — page 50
 » Baitfish Regulations — page 55
 » Definitions — page 54

4� Consult the License Information section to determine if you need a 
fishing license� — page 6

5� Review the NYS Environmental Conservation Police Q&A section, 
which provides answers to some of the more frequently asked ques-
tions concerning the information in this guide� — pages 8, 33, 
65 and 66

6� Review Health Advisories� — page 67

If you have any questions or are unsure of any regulations, call or e-mail 
the nearest DEC regional office� Contact information can be found in 
the Special Regulations section of the guide� — pages 14–45

This guide is a summary that is intended for convenience only� For a com-
plete reference, consult New York State Environmental Conservation Law 
(ECL) and Volume 6 of the Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New 
York (NYCRR)� Copies can be reviewed at the nearest library with a State 
Supreme Court reference section, on-line at www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/ 
for ECL and www.dec.ny.gov/regs/2494.html for NYCRR, or by contacting 
a Regional DEC Division of Law Enforcement Office�

State of New York
Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
Basil Seggos, Acting Commissioner 
Kathy Moser, Deputy Commissioner for Natural Resources
Patricia Riexinger, Director, Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources 
Phil Hulbert, Chief, Bureau of Fisheries 
How to contact us: 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Bureau of Fisheries
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233-4753
fwfish@dec.ny.gov
Website: www.dec.ny.gov

Main cover photo:  Alejandro Reyes with a Cross River Reservoir 
Largemouth Bass, photo by Eli Garnish

Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources’ Mission: 
The mission of DEC’s Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources is 
to serve the interests of current and future generations of New Yorkers 
by using our collective skills, in partnership with the public, to describe, 
understand, manage and perpetuate a healthy and diverse assemblage 
of fish, wildlife and ecosystems�
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Protect Your Waters
Help Stop the Spread of Aquatic 
Invasive Species and Fish Diseases
Follow these simple guidelines to properly 
clean boats and fishing equipment�

INSPECT your boat, trailer 
and other fishing and 
boating equipment and 
remove all plant and animal 
material clinging to it�

This high-quality regulation guide is offered to you 
by the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation through its unique partnership with 
J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC.

J.F. Griffin is an award winning publishing house 
that specializes in producing state fish and wildlife 
regulation books. J.F. Griffin supports the DEC’s staff 
in the design, layout and editing of the guides. They 
also manage the marketing and sales of advertising 
to appropriate businesses within the book.

The revenue generated through ad sales significantly 
lowers production costs and generates savings. 
These savings translate into additional funds for 
other important fisheries and habitat programs.

If you have any feedback or are interested in adver-
tising, please contact us at 413.884.1001 or online 
at www.JFGriffin.com

About this Guide

 Fully searchable 

  Live hyperlinks to  
expanded content

 Email pages 

 One-click printing

www.eRegulations.com

430 Main St. Suite 5 | Williamstown, MA 01267

        available online  
in a new Digital Edition!

Graphic Design:
Jon Gulley, Dane Fay, Evelyn Haddad  
and Chris Sobolowski

J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC is proud to print the 
official New York Freshwater Fishing Regulations 
Guide on post-consumer recycled paper.
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DRAIN AND DRY 
everything that came into 
contact with water� Dry 
equipment for at least 
5 days before using it 
in another water body� 
Be sure to completely 
drain your boat, including 
baitwells and livewells�

DISINFECT the boat’s bilge 
area, all water-holding 
compartments, and other 
equipment with hot water 
at least 140° F or steam for 
at least 30 seconds before 
using your boat in another 
water body�

IF YOU CAN’T DRY OR 
DISINFECT YOUR BOAT, 
thoroughly flush all water-
holding compartments with 
water before launching� 
Don’t let rinse water run 
into a water body�

Looking for a place to wash 
your boat, go to www.dec.
ny.gov/animals/104777.html 
for a listing of vendors that 
provide this service�
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PRIORITY SERVICE. 
No out of pocket expenses. 
No paperwork hassle.

Our members are smart and happy boaters. They enjoy 
worry-free boating and saved over $15 million last year in 
on-water services and boating gear discounts. 

Unless you have a Sea Tow Card in your wallet, 
you do not have a Sea Tow Membership.

 Join now.
800-4-SEATOW

seatow.com
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New York State facilities are available to all per-
sons without regard to race, color, national origin 
or physical disability in accordance with the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973� This guide is a summary that is intended 
for convenience only� For complete information, 
consult New York State Environmental Conser-
vation Law (ECL) and Volume 6 of the Codes, 
Rules and Regulations of the State of New York 
(NYCRR)� Copies can be reviewed at the nearest 
library with a State Supreme Court references 
section or by contacting a regional Division of 
Law Enforcement Office� They can also be found 
online at www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/ for ECL 
and www.dec.ny.gov/regs/2494.html for NYCRR� 
Be sure to see “Using This Guide” (page 1) 
and review “Highlights of Changes” below�

Highlights of Changes 
Note: Changes are highlighted in red through-
out the guide.
• Sauger season closed statewide�
• Increased minimum size limit to 9 inches and 

reduced daily limit to 25 for American eel�
• Increased minimum size limit and extended 

season for muskellunge, statewide, as well as 
for specific waters including Lake Champlain 
and St� Lawrence County rivers and streams, 
and for both muskellunge and tiger muskel-
lunge in Chautauqua Lake� 

• Increased minimum size limit for muskel-
lunge to 54 inches for the Niagara River, Lake 
Ontario and St� Lawrence River� 

• Increased minimum size limit for walleye in 
Honeoye Lake from 15 to 18 inches�

• Year-round trout seasons, with catch-and-
release fishing only, from October 16 through 
March 31, have been established for streams 
in western New York: Chenunda Creek, Oatka 
Creek, Clear Creek, Fenton Brook, Prender-
gast Creek, and waters in Allegany State Park�

• Catch-and-release seasons for trout have 
been established for sections of the Salmon 
River (Franklin County) and Ninemile Creek 
(Onondaga County)� 

• Special trout regulations with a daily creel limit 
of five fish with no more than two fish longer 
than 12 inches, have been established for 
waters in Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, 
and St� Lawrence Counties, as well as for Little 
River and Oswegatchie River in St� Lawrence 
County, and Oriskany Creek in Oneida County� 

• An all-year trout season, with a 12-inch mini-
mum size limit and daily limit of 3 fish, has 
been established for Hinckley and Prospect 
reservoirs in Herkimer and Oneida counties, 
North Lake in Herkimer County, and for an 
additional section of the North Branch Sara-
nac River in Franklin and Clinton counties� 

• 15-inch minimum size limit for lake trout has 
been established for Owasco Outlet (Cayuga 
County)� 

• The minimum size limit for trout has been 
increased to 12 inches and the daily creel limit 
has been reduced to 3 for trout and/or salmon 
in Star Lake and Trout Lake (St� Lawrence 
County); landlocked salmon is now included 
as part of the open year round trout season 
in Star Lake� 

• A year-round trout season for Sylvia Lake (St� 
Lawrence County) with a 12-inch minimum 
size limit and 3 fish daily creel limit, with ice 
fishing permitted� 

Fishing Hotlines
Central New York (607) 753-1551
Orleans County (585) 589-3220
Lake Erie (Dunkirk) (716) 679-ERIE
Lake Erie (Buffalo) (716) 855-FISH
Niagara County (877) FALLS US
Southeastern New York (845) 256-3101
Wayne County (315) 946-5466
DEC Web Hotlines www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/fishhotlines.html
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Angling 
for a new 
place to 
fi sh? 
Download DEC’s free mobile app to 
your smartphone at www.dec.ny.gov

Free Fishing Days
During the following dates, anyone can 
fish the fresh or marine waters of New 
York State and no license is required!

• June 25–26, 2016

• November 11, 2016

• February 18–19, 2017

Since no license is required, it’s the 
perfect time to take a friend or relative 
fishing.

Additional free fishing days 
are under consideration. Visit 
www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/89821.html 
for the latest information.

For a list of DEC-sponsored  
Fishing Clinics, visit 
www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/27123.html

• A total of seven ice fishing devices/lines is 
allowed for ice fishing (statewide) with a total 
of 15 ice fishing devices/lines for Lake Cham-
plain� Names and addresses are not required 
on ice fishing devices�

• With the exception of the Salmon River, the 
use of floating lures with multiple hooks with 
multiple hook points is permitted on all Lake 
Ontario tributaries� 

• Any weight added to the line, leader, swivels, 
artificial fly or lure shall not hang lower than 
the hook when line or leader is held vertically 
from September 1 through March 31 on all 
Lake Ontario tributaries�

• The use of multiple hooks with multiple hook 
points on Lake Erie tributaries is legal� 

• The use of artificial flies with up to two hook 
points is legal on all Great Lake tributaries� 

• Statewide terminal tackle restrictions, not 
Lake Ontario tributary restrictions, apply to 
St� Lawrence River tributaries in Jefferson 
and St� Lawrence counties� 

Marine Recreational 
Fishing Regulations
Recreational fishing regulations for marine 
fish species are subject to frequent changes 
in response to rapid changes in fishing condi-
tions and development of interstate manage-
ment strategies for these species� For complete 

and accurate information on current New York 
marine recreational fishing regulations, contact 
the DEC Bureau of Marine Resources, Finfish and 
Crustacean Unit (631) 444-0435 or visit the DEC 
website at: www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/7894.html.  
Anglers 16 years and older desiring to fish in 
the marine and coastal district or for migratory 
marine species must enroll in the no fee Recre-
ational Marine Fishing Registry (see page 6)�

Our shop is staffed by knowledgeable personnel, 
able to help with information, fi shing expertise, 
river locations, bait or fl y selection or just plain 
old fashioned service.

Check the online fi shing 
reports updated daily 
or shop online at 
Whitakers.com

You are only a few hours drive away from 
the premier destination fi shery for trophy 

salmon & steelhead in the entire northeast.  

Whitakers Sport Store & Motel 
3707 State Rt 13 • Pulaski, NY 13142

(315) 298-6162
Fine Fly Shop — 9 Room Motel — Equipment Rentals

Whitaker’s
You are only a few hours drive away from 

salmon & steelhead in the entire northeast. 
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Licenses
Resident Annual

Fishing (16–69) $ 25
Fishing (70+) $ 5
7-day (16+) $ 12
1-day (16+) $ 5
Fishing (military/disabled)* $ 5
Marine Registry $ 0

Non-Resident Annual
Fishing (16+) $ 50
7-day (16+) $ 28
1-day (16+) $ 10
Marine Registry $ 0

Lifetime Fishing  
(available to NYS residents only)

Lifetime Fishing (0–69) $ 460
Lifetime Fishing (70+) $ 65

Lifetime License  
(available to NYS residents only) (includes 

Hunting, Fishing and Turkey Permits)
Lifetime License (0–4) $ 380 
Lifetime License (5–11) $ 535 
Lifetime License (12–69) $ 765 
Lifetime License (70+) $ 65 
*  Military Disabled persons with a 40% or more dis-
ability annually pay $5.00 for the first of the following 
3 privileges: fishing, hunting, trapping. Subsequent 
purchases of the other 2 privileges are free within the 
calendar year. 
Questions should be directed to 518-402-8843.

License Requirements 
for Border Waters

Does a New York State fishing license entitle holder to 
fish the out-of-state portion of waters listed below?

Water State/Province Yes/No
Lake Ontario Ontario No

Lake Erie Ontario, 
Pennsylvania No

St. Lawrence River Ontario, Quebec No
Niagara River Ontario No

Lake Champlain
Quebec No
Vermont Yesa

Delaware River & West 
Branch Delaware River 
(along boundary)

Pennsylvania Yes

Greenwood Lake New Jersey Yesb

Indian Lake Connecticut Yesb

 a  All Vermont portions of Lake Champlain with the 
exception of The Inland Sea (including “The Gut”), 
Mallett’s Bay, Missisquoi Bay and all rivers. (See map 
on page 33)

 b  New York license permits fishing out-of-state portion 
from boat or ice only.

• Native Americans who are members of the 
Shinnecock and Poospatuck tribes or the 
Six Nations residing on reservations in New 
York State may obtain a free fishing license by 
contacting their reservation or DEC’s License 
Sales Office at (518) 402-8843� 

Lost Annual License 
Replacement
A lost license may be replaced for $5�00 at any 
license issuing outlet�

Recreational Marine 
Fishing Registry
Anglers 16 years of age and older who desire 
to fish in the marine and coastal district of New 
York, or for migratory marine species such as 
striped bass, hickory shad, and river herring 
from all waters of the state including the Hudson 
River and Delaware River must enroll in the 
Recreational Marine Fishing Registry� General 
provisions include:
• There is no fee for residents or non-residents to 

register� (See resident licenses on page 7 
for residency requirement)�

• Registration is effective for 365 days from 
date of purchase�

• Anglers may register at any License Issuing 
Agent, by phone, or by internet as noted on 
page 7, under “Purchasing a License�”

For additional information concerning the 
Recreational Marine Fishing Registry, contact 
the DEC Bureau of Marine Resources at 
(631) 444-0435 or visit the DEC website at 
www.dec.ny.gov/permits/54950.html. 

License Privileges 
Persons holding a freshwater fishing license 
may take freshwater fish by angling, spearing, 
hooking, longbow, nets, traps and tip-ups; take 
frogs by spearing, catching with the hands or 
by use of a club or hook; and take baitfish for 
personal use, all as permitted by law or DEC�
• The holder of a license, tag or stamp shall 

have such license, tag, stamp or other valid 
proof (see page 6) on his/her person while 
exercising any privilege of that license�

• The holder of a license, tag or stamp shall 
exhibit it on demand to any police officer, 
peace officer, or the owner, lessee or other 
person in control of the lands or waters on 
which the license holder is present�

• No license or stamp authorizes the holder to 
trespass upon private lands or waters or inter-
fere with property belonging to another person�

Valid Proof of Fishing License
Type of Fishing License Valid Proof of Fishing License

“Freshwater” Fishing License on official  
license paper 

(Valeron) 

Online printable 
license

DEC License 
sales number 

(DEC-LS-99999999)

Plastic lifetime 
card

Adventure 
license

Recreational Marine  
Fishing Registry N/A N/A

Note: Periodically, DEC or its desig-
nated agent(s) may use contact infor-
mation from license holders to com-
municate with license holders and to 
conduct surveys and research involving 
New York State fish and wildlife. The 
information obtained will provide public 
input on fish and wildlife management 
actions and human interactions with 
New York’s fish and wildlife resources.

Please do not laminate your license. 
The heat from this process will cause it 
to become unreadable. 

An annual fishing license is valid for 
365 days after purchase.

Anglers Under 
the Age of 16
Anglers (residents and non-residents) 
under the age of 16 are not required 
to have a freshwater fishing license or 
enroll in the Recreational Marine Fish-
ing Registry.

License Requirements
Everyone must have a valid fishing license in 
their possession while fishing or helping some-
one to fish except:
• Persons under 16 years of age�
• NYS-resident owners, lessees and members 

of their immediate families occupying and 
cultivating farm lands, when fishing on their 
own lands�

• Persons holding farm fish pond licenses and 
members of their immediate families, when 
fishing on waters covered by their licenses�

• Resident patients at Dept� of Mental Health 
institutions and Dept� of Health rehabilitation 
hospitals, and inmates at Division of Youth reha-
bilitation centers� License exemptions must be 
requested for such persons through the hospi-
tal/institution by writing NYSDEC License Sales 
Unit, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4790, 
or by e-mailing FW.Information@dec.ny.gov�

• When fishing on licensed fishing preserves�

Free Licenses
The following individuals are eligible for a free 
fishing license and may obtain a license at any 
license issuing outlet:
• New York State residents who are legally blind 

and provide a doctor’s note to the License 
Issuing Agent�

• New York State residents who are active ser-
vice members of the NYS Organized Militia 
(i�e�, National Guard), or U�S� Reserve Forces�

• New York State residents stationed outside 
of New York who are on full time active duty 
in the U�S� Armed Forces and are on leave in 
NY for no longer than 30 days�

• Resident patients at U�S� Department of Vet-
eran’s Affairs hospitals or state funded facili-
ties can obtain a free fishing license through 
their hospital or facility� 
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Lifetime Licenses
Buy a lifetime license and never worry about 
future fee increases� Lifetime licenses are 
available only to New York State residents, 
but remain valid even if you move out of state� 
Lifetime licenses can now be purchased at all 
license issuing outlets� For more information, 
visit DEC’s website or contact us at: 

License Sales Unit, NYSDEC 
625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4790  
(518) 402-8843

Lost lifetime license ID Cards can be replaced 
for a fee of $5 at any license issuing agent� The 
ID Card will be sent to you in the mail�

• A freshwater fishing license does not allow for 
the taking of migratory marine fish� See Recre-
ational Marine Fishing Registry on page 6�

Resident Licenses
To qualify for a resident license, one must reside 
in New York State for more than 30 days imme-
diately preceding the date of application for a 
license� Property ownership in New York State 
does not necessarily constitute residency�

Residency is a fixed, permanent and princi-
pal home to which a person (regardless wher-
ever temporarily located) always intends to 
return� Proof of residency is the address listed 
on a person’s registration to vote in elections 
for any public office other than school board� If 
applicant is under 18, the residence of parents 
or legal guardian shall be deemed such person’s 
residence�

Active members of the U�S� Armed Forces 
stationed in the state, and full-time college 
students in residence in the state during the 
school year (proof required) also qualify for 
resident licenses at regular prices�

Purchasing a License
Fishing licenses may be purchased at License 
Issuing Agents (town and county clerks, some 
major discount stores and many tackle shops 
and sporting goods stores) throughout New York 
State� Licenses may also be purchased online 
through DEC’s Automated Licensing System 
(DECALS), by calling 1-866-933-2257� VISA and 
MasterCard are accepted� For further information, 
go to www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6101.html. Resi-
dent license buyers must have a NYS driver’s 
license, learners permit or non-driver’s ID for 
online purchases�

Pro Line Manufacturing Co.
186 Parish Drive • Wayne, NJ 07470 • 1-800-334-4612

Fax: 1-973-692-0999 • www.prolineboots.com

Get The Best You Can Get.

71101 / 72101 Twin River
Nylon Waders
• 100% Waterproof

• Extremely lightweight rubber construction
 with 300D nylon lamination but with durability
 and strength to protect

• Cleated outsole for sure traction

• Removable insole for all day
 wearing comfort

• Adjustable side strap for perfect fit
 (Hip boot)

• Adjustable nylon suspender with quick
 release buckle (Chest wader)

• Strong draw string for better fit
 (Chest wader)

• Large inside pocket for extra storage
 (Chest wader)
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World Famous Hunting
& Fishing Boots
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License or Registry Requirements for Fishing in the Tidal 
Hudson River or Marine and Coastal District

Location Species Fishing For License or Registry

North of Tappan Zee Bridge
Freshwater Species “Freshwater”  

Fishing License
Migratory Marine Species

Recreational Marine  
Fishing RegistrySouth of Tappan Zee Bridge  

(marine and coastal district) All Species

Experience four seasons 
of fishing with over 
200 lakes, streams and rivers 
in one of the world’s premier 
fresh water fisheries

St. Lawrence County

PREPARE TO
BE HOOKED
For a Free St. Lawrence County Anglers Guide 
call: 877-228-7810 & For fishing info. visit FISHCAP.Net

The Collectible for 
All Conservationists
Now anybody can help save habitat and 
increase public access to fish and wild-
life. Purchase 
a habitat and 
access stamp. 
Only $5.00 
where sporting 
licenses are sold.
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Q
A&

Q: The “Statewide Regulations” indicate that 
the walleye season runs from the first Saturday 
in May through March 15. Can I fish for walleye 
on March 15?
A: Yes� The walleye season runs through March 
15 and closes at midnight� Note that in the regu-
lations guide, a dash (–) is often used instead of 
the word “through�”

Q: If trout season opens April 1, what time may 
I start fishing?
A: Anytime after 12 midnight except where fish-
ing at night is prohibited�

Q: Who do I contact if I have a question con-
cerning a fishing regulation?
A: We strongly recommend that you contact the 
law enforcement office in the DEC region cover-
ing the water where you fish� Phone numbers 
and e-mail addresses for each DEC region can 
be found in the “Special Regulations” section 
of the guide� 

Q: Do I need a fishing license to help my child 
fish?
A: Unlike states such as Pennsylvania that have 
a specific law that waives the fishing license 
requirement for an adult directly assisting a 
child, New York State does not have such a law� 
We strongly encourage children to get involved 
in the sport of fishing and discretion will be used 
as long as the child is actively involved in the 
fishing activity�  If in the eyes of an Environmen-
tal Conservation Officer an adult is more actively 
involved in the fishing activity than the child 
that they are supposedly instructing, a citation 
for fishing without a license could be issued� 

Q: I own a camp on a 100 acre private lake. Do 
I need a fishing license?
A: Yes� A fishing license is required for anyone 
16 years of age or older, whether the lake is 
accessible to the public or not� Note that there 
are exceptions for holders of a Farm Fish Pond 
License, but this license only applies to ponds 
10 acres or less in size located on an active farm� 

Q: If I get a ticket for fishing without a license, 
how much will it cost?
A: The fine amount is determined by the court� 
They may impose a fine from $0 to $250 and/
or 15 days in jail�

Q: Can I keep my fishing license in my vehicle 
when I am fishing so it doesn’t get wet?
A: No� You must be in possession of your 
license or other valid proof (see page 6) 
when fishing�

Q: Can I continue to fish once I have caught 
and kept my daily limit? 
A: Yes� As long as you immediately release any 
additional fish you catch, you may continue to 
fish after reaching the daily limit�

Q: Does this mean that I can’t cull fish during 
a bass tournament?
A: No� A special provision is provided for black 
bass anglers that allows the replacement of 
a single, uninjured largemouth or smallmouth 
bass in a livewell with another bass�

Q: Do I need to put my name and address on 
a tip-up? 
A: No� You no longer have to put your name and 
address on tip-ups (pages 4–5)�

Q: How about catch-and-release fishing for 
largemouth and smallmouth bass — can I do 
that during the closed season?
A: Yes� A special catch-and-release season 
running from December 1 through the Friday 
preceding the third Saturday in June exists for 
many waters in New York State� This allows an 
angler to catch and immediately release a bass 
using artificial lures only� However, there are 
exceptions to this regulation on Long Island 
and in several northern New York counties in 
DEC regions 5 and 6� 

A Quick Reference to Some of the More 
Commonly Asked Questions Concerning 
New York State Fishing Regulations

ECO Brian Willson, Schenectady 
County, assists an angler at a DEC 

sponsored free fishing event.

Q: If the daily limit for a particular species is 
five fish and I keep five from a lake, can I keep 
another five from another lake?
A: No� The legal limit represents the maximum 
number of a species you can keep in a day� After 
reaching the legal limit, you cannot keep any 
more of that species on the same day� Note that 
some species such as trout, bass and panfish 
are lumped together in a species category, and 
the daily limit applies to the total number of fish 
kept in that category� For example, you may 
keep three brook trout and two rainbow trout 
for a total of five trout in a day, but you may not 
keep five brook trout AND five rainbow trout in 
the same day�

Q: Can I really use 7 tip-ups while ice fishing?
A: Yes� The ice fishing regulations (page 51) 
allow you to fish up to 7 ice fishing lines (page 
54) regardless of the device used to fish 
through the ice� You can choose to fish 7 of the 
same devices, including tip-ups�

Q: Am I now required to remove all visible plant 
and animal material from my boat and trailer 
and drain my bilge and livewell when launching 
at or leaving a DEC boat launch?
A: Yes� Please see page 2 for more information�

Additional Q&As can be found on pages 33, 
65 and 66.

Toll-Free 24-Hour DEC Dispatch Center: 1-877-457-5680

New York State Environmental Conservation Police
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NYC Reservoirs
Fisheries Management in

By Thomas Baudanza, NYCDEP 

engineers developed an upstate system of reservoirs along the Croton 
River� The NYC reservoir system in Putnam and Westchester counties 
eventually expanded to include the 13 reservoirs and three controlled 
lakes that exist today�

By the end of the 1800s, it was evident that the growing population 
of NYC demanded even more water� After exploring many potential 
sources of additional water, engineers chose to develop new reservoirs 
in the Catskill Mountains� The Catskill System, which includes both 
Ashokan Reservoir and Schoharie Reservoir, was completed in 1928� 
Today these two reservoirs provide approximately 40 percent of the total 
supply of water� From the 1930s to the 1960s, New York City constructed 
four additional reservoirs that comprise the Delaware System� These 
included Pepacton, Cannonsville, Neversink and Rondout reservoirs� 
These four reservoirs provide about 50 percent of the city’s drinking 
water on an average day� Cannonsville Reservoir was the last to go into 
service in 1964� Astoundingly, 95 percent of the water is delivered by 
gravity, including the Catskill Aqueduct, which dips roughly 1,100 feet 
beneath the Hudson River� 

The reservoirs and lakes of the New York City water supply are 
owned and operated by the New York City Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP)� Besides providing high-quality, award-

winning drinking water for nearly half the population of New York State, 
this reservoir system also offers some of the best sport fishing in the 
Northeast! The majority of the water supply is unfiltered and originates 
as far as 125 miles north of NYC� It comprises three distinct systems — 
the Croton, Catskill and Delaware systems — with a total capacity of 
580 billion gallons and a watershed of nearly 2,000 square miles� Most 
of these waterbodies, which comprise almost 36,000 acres, support 
both warmwater and coldwater fisheries and provide scenic views of 
the Catskill Mountains and Hudson Valley�

History
The earliest settlers of New York City obtained their water from shallow, 
domestic wells and open pits� As the population began to increase, the 
first public well was dug around 1677� The first reservoir in Manhattan 
was constructed in 1776, when the population rose to 22,000� As 
the population continued growing and the city needed more water, 
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Prior to developing 
specific stocking 

policies for individual 
reservoirs, surveys 

are conducted to 
determine the current 

status of the fishery. 

Ed Ostapczuk

Shop our sporting goods
department for

everything you need
for your next fishing trip!

Rods & Reels • Tackle Boxes
Lures • Electronics • Life Vests

Trolling Motors • Boating & Marine
Bait & Licenses

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Shop online at www.runnings.com
or at any of our 5 Northeast locations:

Canandaigua, NY   -   Clay, NY   -   Rome, NY 
Gloversville, NY   -   Claremont, NH

www.runnings.com
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which include limited open seasons, minimum 
length restrictions and daily catch limits� Many 
of the regulations governing these reservoirs 
and lakes (page 22) differ from the statewide 
regulations� One example is that year-round 
trout fishing is allowed for many reservoirs and 
lakes, providing extended angling opportuni-
ties� Regulations for streams below the reser-
voirs (often referred to as tailwaters) are listed 
under the Special Regulations sections for 
Regions 3 & 4 on pages 18-21� 

To further improve angling opportunities 
and, at times, diversify the fishery, DEC annually 
stocks most DEP reservoirs, lakes and tailwa-
ters� Most of this stocking consists of yearling 
brown trout that average about eight inches in 
length� Prior to developing specific stocking 
policies for individual reservoirs, surveys are 
conducted to determine the current status of the 
fishery� These management surveys generally 
involve electrofishing and gill netting� Other 
tools used for these assessments include creel 
surveys and angler diaries� Stocking policies 
for individual waters are calculated based on a 
number of factors, including survival of stocked 
fish, productivity of the water, existing ecology 

of the reservoir, forage base, competing spe-
cies, and accessibility of the water� 

Other species currently stocked in select 
reservoirs include landlocked Atlantic salmon 
(Neversink Reservoir, West Branch Reservoir), 
walleye (Titicus and Schoharie), tiger musky 
(Middle Branch), rainbow trout (Lake Gleneida, 
Lake Gilead, Muscoot Reservoir) and lake trout 
(Lake Gleneida, Lake Gilead)� The wild lake trout 
fisheries in Rondout and Kensico reservoirs are 
doing so well that DEC discontinued stocking 
lakers in 2012� Specific information on stocking 
policies for individual waters can be obtained 
at http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/30467.html�

Tailwater fisheries
Additional, high-quality trout fishing oppor-
tunities also exist downstream of many New 
York City-owned reservoirs� DEP is required to 
release water downstream of most of its dams, 
which provides additional coldwater angling 
opportunities in these tailwaters� Among the 
most notable tailwaters are the East Branch 
and West Branch Delaware River, Neversink 
River, Esopus Creek, and East Branch and West 
Branch Croton River�

Aquatic invasive 
species concerns
As with all waters, environmental threats includ-
ing invasive species are a major concern for the 
reservoir system� Invasive plants, animals and 
microorganisms can affect water quality, cause 
ecological loss, and clog infrastructure that is 
important to the city’s drinking water system� To 
prevent the spread or introduction of invasive 
species into New York City’s reservoirs, the city 
requires boats to be registered, steam cleaned 
and left on the shores of the reservoirs where 
they are used� DEP also encourages anglers to 
follow DEC recommendations to prevent the 
spread of aquatic invasive species (page 2) 
and for using baitfish wisely (page 55)� 

Help protect the reservoirs
The key to maintaining high-quality sport fishing 
is to maintain ecosystem health and protect 
against habitat degradation and loss� Protecting 
the environment is critical to both the water 
supply and the natural resources it supports� 
Fish–like canaries in coal mines–are indicators 
of the health of these ecosystems� Anglers are 
the eyes and ears for protecting environmental 
quality and notifying agency representatives of 
any adverse environmental conditions� As an 
angler, your vigilance is key to protecting these 
resources� If anglers observe a fish kill or other 
environmental issues, they should immediately 
contact DEP at 1-888-H2O-SHED (426-7433) 
and DEC at 1-877-457-5680�

Accessing the reservoirs
A free NYCDEP Public Access Permit is required 
to fish New York City reservoirs� Boating permits 
are also available� A few west of Hudson River 
reservoirs allow non-motorized recreational 
boating� See page 22 for details�

Make a point to visit these reservoirs, and good 
luck fishing!!

Reservoir fish communities
The table on page 27 lists fish species pres-
ent in each reservoir and lake as well as the 
expected quality of each fishery� As a general 
rule, the Croton reservoirs tend to be smaller, 
shallower and have extensive plant growth to 
better support shallow, warmwater species, 
including largemouth bass and many panfish 
species� Most reservoirs west of the Hudson 
River (except for Rondout) experience extensive 
fluctuations in water level, have rocky shorelines 
and as a result, offer little shoreline vegetation 
for those warmwater fishes that thrive in this 
type of habitat� These waters tend to be domi-
nated by coldwater species that occupy deep, 
open water and smallmouth bass who don’t 
rely on vegetated shallow areas for cover� In 
addition, some reservoirs like Kensico Reservoir 
are very close to New York City itself and offer 
both excellent warmwater and coldwater fishing 
opportunities� 

Fisheries management 
and stocking
The NYC reservoirs and lakes are primarily man-
aged through stocking and fishing regulations 
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Statewide Angling Regulations
Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit

Trout—Brook, Brown and Rainbow and hybrids of 
these species; and Splake April 1 through Oct 15 Any size 5

Lake Trout April 1 through Oct 15 21" 3

Landlocked (LL)/ 
Atlantic Salmon

April 1 through Oct 15 15" 3

 It is illegal to take Atlantic Salmon from the waters of the marine and coastal district.

Kokanee April 1 through Oct 15 Any size 10

Coho & Chinook Salmon See Great Lakes Regulations on pages 46–49.

Black Bass 
(Largemouth/Smallmouth)

3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 12" 5

Dec 1 through Fri preceding the  
3rd Sat in June

Catch and  
release only Artificial lures only

Muskellunge Last Sat in May through Nov 30 40" 1

Northern Pike 1st Sat in May through March 15 18" 5

Pickerel 1st Sat in May through March 15 15" 5

Tiger Muskellunge 1st Sat in May through March 15 30" 1

Walleye 1st Sat in May through March 15 15" 5

Crappie All year 9" 25

Atlantic, Shortnose, Lake Sturgeon; Paddlefish, 
Sauger Closed Fishing for (including catch and release) or possession prohibited

Lake Whitefish All year Any size 5

Striped Bass—Hudson River and all inland waters 
except Delaware River (see page 23) April 1 through Nov 30 1 fish between 18 and 28 inches total 

length OR 1 fish larger than 40 inches. 1

American Shad Fishing for (including catch and release) or possessing American shad  
in the Hudson River or Marine District is prohibited.

Hickory Shad Aug 1 through Nov 30 Any size 5

Anadromous River Herring (Alewife and Blueback 
Herring) Possession prohibited except in Hudson River and tributaries (see page 23).

Yellow Perch All year Any size 50

Sunfish (Bluegill, Pumpkinseed and Redbreast 
Sunfish) All year Any size 50

American Eel—all waters except Hudson River, 
St. Lawrence R., L. Niagara R., Lake Ontario and 
tributaries to these waters.

All year 9" 25

All endangered or threatened fish species. See page 
50 for complete list of species. Fishing for (including catch and release) or possession prohibited

All other species (except those listed elsewhere in 
special regulation tables in this guide). All year Any size Any number

A person may not fish for a species (not even Catch-and-Release) outside of the open season for that species on a given water.

The following statewide angling regulations apply to all waters for which special regulations have not been established� Special regulations for 
specific waters follow on pages 14–49�
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Special Regulations 
The following pages list exceptions to 
the statewide angling regulations.

• Trout waters where ice fishing is permitted are identified here.

• Regulations that appear in the Method column pertain to all fishing 
in the listed water.

• A “–” between dates in the Open Season columns represents 
“through” and includes the ending date.

We Need Your 
E-mail Address
The Bureau of Fisheries routinely sends 
information of interest to anglers via 
e-mail. This includes our new e-news 
letter “The Freshwater Fishing Insider”. 
The Bureau also uses e-mail to gather 
input from anglers concerning impor-
tant fisheries issues. Unfortunately, 
e-mail addresses are not currently 
required to purchase a license from a 
license issuing agent and as a result we 
may not have your e-mail address. 

If we do not currently have your e-mail 
address and would like to provide it, 
please e-mail your fishing 
license customer ID # and 
your current e-mail address 
to: fwfish@dec.ny.gov. 

Be sure to include  
"Fishing License E-Mail" 
in the subject line.

Do I Need a 
Fishing License?
With the exception of the circum-
stances noted under License Require-
ments (Page 6) everyone 16 years 
or older must have a valid freshwater 
fishing license to fish in New York State. 

This includes:

• Anglers fishing on private waters 
not open to the general public

• Anglers that do not keep the fish 
that they catch

• Assisting an angler (including a 
child under the age of 16) in the act 
of fishing

• Anglers that fish occasionally 
(shorter term licenses are available 
at a lower cost)
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Suffolk County

Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

All waters

Crappie All year 9" 15

Sunfish (Bluegill 
and Pumpkinseed) All year Any size 15

Yellow Perch All year Any size 15

All waters except, Belmont Lake, Artist 
Lake, Blydenburgh Lake, Randall Pond Black Bass

1st Sat in June through Nov 30 12" 5 Note: It is illegal to fish for bass 
during the period May 1 thru Fri 

preceding the 1st Sat in JuneDec 1 through April 30 Catch and release only

Fort Pond and Lake Ronkonkoma Walleye 1st Sat in May through Mar 15 18" 3

Blydenburgh Lake Black Bass
1st Sat in June through Nov 30 12" 5

Dec 1 through Fri before 1st Sat in June Catch and release only

Artist Lake, Belmont Lake, Randall Pond Black Bass All Year Catch and release only

All freshwater (non-tidal) lakes and ponds 
except East (Swan) Lk, Laurel Lk, Deep Pd. Trout All year Any size 3 Ice fishing permitted

East (Swan) Lake Trout April 1 through Nov 30 10" 3

Laurel Lake Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing permitted

Deep Pond
Trout All year 12" 3

Ice fishing permitted
Chain Pickerel All year Catch and release only

All freshwater and tidal streams except 
Carmans River in Southhaven County Park, 
Connetquot River in Connetquot River 
State Park and Nissequoque River in Caleb 
Smith State Park

Brown &  
Rainbow Trout All year Any size 3

Brook Trout April 1 through Sept 30 Catch and release only

Connetquot and Caleb Smith State Parks Trout Park Regulations apply, permit required. Call (631) 581-1005 Connetquot, (631) 265-1054 Nissequogue.

Carmans River  
(Southaven County Park)

Special Regulations by River Section.  
Additional park regulations may apply. Call (631) 854-1414.

Carmans River (Southaven County Park) Brook Trout April 1 through Sept 30 Catch and release only

From LIPA transmission lines at Gate G 
upstream to Yaphank Avenue Trout April 1 through Sept 30 Catch and release only Fly fishing only

From Cement Dam upstream to LIPA 
transmission lines at Gate G

Brown &  
Rainbow Trout April 1 through Sept 30 9" 3 Fly fishing only

From Cement Dam downstream to Hards 
Lake Dam

Brown &  
Rainbow Trout April 1 through Sept 30 9" 3

Region 1
Stony Brook University
50 Circle Road
Stony Brook, NY 11790-3409
(631) 444-0280
fwfish1@dec.ny.gov

Nassau County

Water Species Open Season Minimum 
Length

Daily  
Limit Method

All waters

Crappie All year 9" 15

Sunfish (Bluegill & 
Pumpkinseed) All year Any size 15

Yellow Perch All year 8" 15

Pickerel 1st Sat in May through 
March 15 18" 3

All waters Black Bass 1st Sat in June through 
April 30 Catch and release only

Note: It is illegal to fish 
for bass during the 

period May 1 thru Fri 
preceding the 1st Sat 

in June
All ponds and 
lakes Trout All year Any size 3

All streams

Brown & Rainbow 
Trout All year Any size 3

Brook Trout April 1 – Sept 30 Catch and release only

Recreational Marine Fishing Registry
Anglers 16 years of age and older desiring to fish in the marine and coastal district or for migratory marine species must enroll in the 
no fee Recreational Marine Fishing Registry. See www.dec.ny.gov/permits/54950.html for details.
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Region 2
1 Hunters Point Plaza
47-40 21st Street
Long Island City, NY 11101-5407
(718) 482-4922
fwfish2@dec.ny.gov

Snakehead Alert
Northern snakehead and other snakehead 
species are listed as species dangerous 
to native fish populations in New York, 
and their possession is strictly prohibited. 
These fish can seriously damage native 
fish communities. Any snakehead caught 
while angling cannot be released back 
into the water.

It must be immediately euthanized and 
reported to DEC. Kill it, freeze it, and 
report your catch to a local DEC office. 
Note that the northern snakehead can 
be confused with burbot and bowfin, two 
species native to New York. To determine 
if you have indeed caught a northern 
snakehead, review the distinguishing 
characteristics below.

Special Fishing Regulations For Waters In New York City

Water Species Open 
Season

Minimum 
Length Daily Limit Method

Bronx 
Indian Lake, Crotona Park; Van Cortlandt Lake

All Species 
except 

snakeheads
All year

Catch and release fishing only.
All fish, except for snakeheads, shall be 
returned to the water immediately. See 
Snakehead Alert information below for 
instructions on handling a snakehead 

you have caught.

Kings (Brooklyn) 
Prospect Park Lake
New York (Manhattan) 
Central Park- all waters
Queens 
Baisley’s Pond, Kissena Lake, Meadow Lake, 
Oakland Lake, Willow Lake
Richmond (Staten Island) 
Brooks Lake, Clove Lake, Willowbrook Lake, 
Wolfe’s Pond
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Orange County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

All rivers and streams except Hudson River from Troy Dam 
downstream and all tributaries in this section to the first barrier 
impassable by fish & Delaware River

Black Bass
3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 10" 5

Dec 1 – Fri preceding the  
3rd Sat in June Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Hudson River from Troy Dam downstream and all tributaries in this 
section to the first barrier impassable by fish Black Bass See Tidal Hudson River Regulations on page 23.

Askoti, Hessian, Round, Blue, Skannatati and Walton Lakes Trout All Year Any size 5 Ice fishing permitted

Bashakill Marsh
Pickerel All year 15" 5

Black Bass All year 12" 5

Sterling Lake Lake Trout April 1 through Oct 15 21" 1 Use or possession of 
baitfish prohibited

Delaware River, Greenwood Lake All Species See Border Waters Regulations on page 24.
Mongaup River from Rio Dam downstream to Route 97 bridge Trout April 1 through Oct 15 12" 3 Artificial lures only
Ramapo River Trout All year Any size 5

Putnam County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

All rivers and streams except Hudson River from Troy 
Dam downstream and all tributaries in this section to the 
first barrier impassable by fish

Black Bass
3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 10" 5

Dec 1 through Fri preceding the 3rd Sat in June Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Hudson River from Troy Dam downstream and all tributar-
ies in this section to the first barrier impassable by fish Black Bass See Tidal Hudson River Regulations on page 23.

Bog Brook Reservoir, Boyd Corners Reservoir, Croton 
Falls Reservoir, Diverting Reservoir, East Branch Reser-
voir, Middle Branch Reservoir, West Branch Reservoir, 
Lake Gilead, Lake Gleneida

Lake Trout, 
Trout, 

Walleye
See NYC Reservoir Regulations on page 22.

East Branch Croton River from Diverting Reservoir to East 
Branch Reservoir Trout All year 14" 1 Artificial lures only

West Branch Croton River from Croton Falls Reservoir to 
East Branch Croton River Trout April 1 through Sept 30 Catch and release only Artificial lures only

West Branch Croton River from West Branch Reservoir to 
Croton Falls Reservoir Trout April 1 through Sept 30 9" 5

White Pond Walleye 1st Sat in May through March 15 18" 3 Ice fishing 
permitted

Rockland County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

All rivers and streams except Hudson River from Troy 
Dam downstream and all tributaries in this section to the 
first barrier impassable by fish

Black 
Bass

3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 10" 5

Dec 1 through Fri preceding the 3rd Sat in June Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Hudson River from Troy Dam downstream and all tributar-
ies in this section to the first barrier impassable by fish

Black 
Bass See Tidal Hudson River Regulations on page 23.

Ramapo River Trout All year Any size 5
Hessian Lake Trout All year Any size 5 Ice fishing permitted

Region 3
21 S� Putt Corners Road
New Paltz, NY 12561-1696
(845) 256-3161
fwfish3@dec.ny.gov

Dutchess County

Water Species Open Season Minimum 
Length

Daily 
Limit Method

All rivers and streams except 
Hudson River from Troy Dam 
downstream and all tributaries 
in this section to the first bar-
rier impassable by fish

Black Bass

3rd Sat in June 
through Nov 30 10" 5

Dec 1 – Fri preceding 
the 3rd Sat in June Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Hudson River from Troy Dam 
downstream and all tributaries 
in this section to the first bar-
rier impassable by fish

Black Bass See Tidal Hudson River Regulations on page 23.

Upton Lake, Sylvan Lake Trout All year Any size 5 Ice fishing permitted

Wappinger Creek downstream 
of dam in Pleasant Valley Trout All Year Any size 5

Indian Lake Black Bass, 
Pickerel See Border Waters Regulations on page 24.

Morgan Lake Trout All year Any size 3 Ice fishing permitted
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Sullivan County

Water Species Open Season Minimum 
Length

Daily 
Limit Method

All rivers and streams except the Delaware River Black Bass
3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 10" 5
Dec 1 through Fri preceding the 

3rd Sat in June Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Delaware River
Trout, Black Bass, 

Muskellunge, 
Pickerel, Walleye

See Border Water Regulations on page 24.

Bashakill Marsh
Pickerel All year 15" 5

Black Bass All year 12" 5
Basket Creek and tributaries, Callicoon Creek from mouth to Hortonville, 
Hankins Creek and tributaries from mouth to Falls at Mileses, Hoolihan Brook 
and tributaries, North Branch Callicoon Creek and tributaries from mouth to 
Gossweyler Pond above North Branch, Pea Brook and tributaries

Trout 1st Sat after April 11 through 
Sept 30 Any size 5

Beaver Kill from State Road 206 (County Route 7) bridge in Delaware County 
downstream, Willowemoc Creek from iron bridge at Parkston downstream 
except section below

Trout April 1 through Nov 30 9" 5

Willowemoc Creek 1200 ft. above mouth of Elm Hollow Brook downstream 3.5 
miles to second Route 17 Quickway bridge east of Roscoe Trout All year Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Neversink River, from Neversink Reservoir downstream, except as listed below Trout April 1 through Oct 15 9" 5
Neversink River and tributaries within the Neversink River Unique Area and 
owned by the people of the State of New York situated in the Towns of Thomp-
son and Forestburgh and abutting that reach of the Neversink River from its 
confluence with Mercer Brook south to the Sullivan-Orange County line, except 
any portion thereof where the right to fish is privately owned.

Trout April 1 through Oct 15 Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Crystal Lake, Hodge Pond Trout April 1 through Sept 30 10" 3 Use or possession of 
baitfish prohibited

Lake Huntington, Loch Sheldrake Trout All year Any size 5 Ice fishing permitted
Mongaup River from Rio Dam downstream to Route 97 bridge Trout April 1 through Oct 15 12" 3 Artificial lures only

Mongaup Pond* Trout All year Any size 5
Ice fishing permitted  
Use or possession of 

baitfish prohibited
Neversink Reservoir, Rondout Reservoir Lake Trout, Trout See NYC Reservoir Regulations on page 22.
Swinging Bridge Reservoir Walleye 1st Sat in May through March 15 18" 3 Ice fishing permitted

White Lake
Lake Trout All year 15" 3

Ice fishing permitted
Trout All year Any size 5

* In addition, the use or possession of baitfish is prohibited in Mongaup Creek downstream of Mongaup Pond.

Ulster County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

All waters except Hudson River Walleye 1st Sat in May through March 15 18" 3
All rivers and streams except Hudson River from Troy Dam 
downstream and all tributaries in this section to the first 
barrier impassable by fish

Black Bass
3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 10" 5
Dec 1 through Fri preceding the 

3rd Sat in June Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Hudson River from Troy Dam downstream and all tributar-
ies in this section to the first barrier impassable by fish Black Bass See Tidal Hudson River Regulations on page 23.

Alder Lake, Echo Lake Trout April 1 through Sept 30 10" 3 Use or possession of 
baitfish prohibited

Ashokan Reservoir, Rondout Reservoir Lake Trout, 
Trout, Walleye See New York City Reservoir Regulations on page 22.

Honk Lake Trout April 1 through Nov 30 Any size 5 Ice fishing permitted
Esopus Creek (other than below) Trout April 1 through Nov 30 Any size 5

Esopus Creek from Shandaken tunnel outlet (Allaben) to 
Ashokan Reservoir Trout April 1 through Nov 30 Any size

5 with no more 
than 2 longer 

than 12"

Westchester County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

All rivers and streams except Hudson River from Troy Dam 
downstream and all tributaries in this section to the first barrier 
impassable by fish

Black Bass
3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 10" 5
Dec 1 through Fri preceding the 

3rd Sat in June Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Hudson River from Troy Dam downstream and all tributaries in 
this section to the first barrier impassable by fish Black Bass See Tidal Hudson River Regulations on page 23.

Amawalk Outlet from Amawalk Reservoir to Muscoot Reservoir Trout April 1 through Sept 30 12" 3 Artificial lures only
Amawalk Reservoir, Cross River Reservoir, Kensico Reservoir, 
Muscoot Reservoir, New Croton Reservoir, Titicus Reservoir Trout See NYC Reservoir Regulations on page 22.

West Branch Croton River from Croton Falls Reservoir to East 
Branch Croton River Trout April 1 through Sept 30 Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Titicus Outlet Trout April 1 through Oct 15 Any size
5 with no more 
than 2 longer 

than 12"
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Region 4
65561 State Highway 10
Suite 1
Stamford, NY 12167-9503
(607) 652-7366
fwfish4@dec.ny.gov

Delaware County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

All streams and their tributaries that flow into the Delaware River in 
Delaware County downstream of Hancock Trout 1st Sat after April 11 

through Sept 30 Any size 5

All unlisted tributaries to Pepacton Reservoir and to East Branch Dela-
ware River upstream from Pepacton Reservoir highwater mark Trout April 1 through Sept 30 Any size 5

Bush Kill, Tremper Kill, Terry Clove, Fall Clove, Platte Kill, Dry Brook, 
Batavia Kill Trout April 1 through Sept 30 9" 5

Trout Pond (Cables Lake), Huggins Lake Trout April 1 through Oct 15
12" 2 Artificial lures only 

Use or possession of baitfish is prohibited

Big Pond, Little Pond Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing 
permitted

Mud Pond Trout April 1 through Oct 15 12" 3
Cannonsville Reservoir, Pepacton Reservoir Trout See NYC Reservoirs Regulations on page 22.
Beaver Kill from State Route 206 (County Route 7) bridge downstream 
except sections below: Trout April 1 through Nov 30 9" 5

Beaver Kill: 1) from Sullivan County line (below Roscoe) downstream 2.5 
miles to the old railroad trestle and 2) from one mile upstream to 1.6 miles 
downstream of iron bridge at Horton

Trout All year Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Beaver Kill from Iron Bridge at Horton downstream to first Rt. 17 overpass Angling prohibited July 1 through August 31 to protect thermally stressed trout

East Branch Delaware River — Special Regulations by River Section below:
From Pepacton Reservoir highwater mark upstream Trout April 1 through Sept 30 9" 5

From Pepacton Dam downstream to Shinhopple Bridge
Trout April 1 through Oct 15 12" 2

All angling prohibited from Oct 16 through March 31 to protect spawning Trout

From Shinhopple Bridge downstream to the mouth at Hancock Trout
April 1 through Oct 15 12" 2
Oct 16 through Nov 30 Catch and release only

All streams and their tributaries that flow in to the East Branch of the 
Delaware River between the villages of East Branch and Hancock Trout 1st Sat after April 11 

through Oct 15 Any Size 5

West Branch Delaware River — Special Regulations by River Section below:
From Cannonsville Reservoir highwater mark upstream Trout April 1 through Sept 30 9" 5

From Cannonsville Dam downstream to the Route 17 overpass at Deposit
Trout April 1 through Oct 15 12" 2

All angling prohibited from Oct 16 through March 31 to protect spawning trout

From Route 17 overpass at Deposit downstream 2.0 miles
Trout April 1 through Oct 15 Catch and release only Artificial lures only

All angling prohibited from Oct 16 through March 31 to protect spawning trout
From the lower limit of catch-and-release section in Deposit downstream 
to NY/PA border (1.7 miles below Hale Eddy Bridge)

Trout April 1 through Oct 15 12" 2
All Angling prohibited from Oct 16 through March 31 to protect spawning trout

Delaware River and West Branch Delaware River forming NY/PA border
Black Bass, Trout, 

Muskellunge, 
Pickerel, Walleye

See Border Waters Regulations on page 24.

Albany County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

Hudson River from Troy Dam 
upstream to Bakers Falls in the 
Village of Hudson Falls and tribu-
taries in this section to first bar-
rier impassable by fish, Mohawk 
River below Route 32 bridge

All Species All year

Catch and release fishing only. All fish shall be 
returned to the water immediately. 

Baitfish listed on page 55 may be possessed 
for use as fish bait. Use of tip-ups is permitted.

Hudson River from Troy Dam 
downstream and all tributaries 
in this section to the first barrier 
impassable by fish

Black Bass See Tidal Hudson River Regulations on page 23.

Thompsons Lake Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing 
permitted

Normans Kill from Watervliet 
Reservoir downstream to the 
first barrier impassable to fish 
upstream of the Hudson River

Black Bass

3rd Sat in June 
through Nov 30 10" 5

Dec 1 through Fri 
preceding the 3rd 

Sat in June
Catch and release only Artificial 

lures only

Columbia County

Water Species Open Season Minimum 
Length

Daily  
Limit Method

Hudson River from Troy Dam down-
stream and all tributaries in this section 
to the first barrier impassable by fish

Black Bass See Tidal Hudson River Regulations on page 23.

Queechy Lake Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing permitted
Kinderhook Creek, from Adams Cross-
ing downstream Trout April 1 through 

Nov 30 Any size 5

2016–2017 New York Freshwater Fishing Guide20

Region 4 • East Central New York



Greene County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

Hudson River from Troy Dam downstream and all tributaries 
in this section to the first barrier impassable by fish Black Bass See Tidal Hudson River Regulations on page 23.

Greens Lake, Colgate Lake Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing permitted

Montgomery County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

Beardsley Lake Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing permitted

Schoharie Creek Black Bass
3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 10" 5
Dec 1 through Fri preceding the 

3rd Sat in June Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Otsego County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

Arnold Lake Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing permitted
Basswood Pond Trout April 1 through Oct 15 10" 3
Canadarago Lake Yellow Perch All year Any size 25
Gilbert Lake Trout April 1 through Nov 30 12" 3

Goodyear Lake
Yellow Perch All year Any size 25

Sunfish (Bluegill, Pumpkinseed, 
Redbreast) All year Any size 25

Otsego Lake Lake Trout All year 23" 1 Ice fishing permitted

Rensselaer County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

Hudson River from Troy Dam downstream and all tributar-
ies in this section to the first barrier impassable by fish Black Bass See Tidal Hudson River Regulations on page 23.

Glass Lake Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing permitted
Kinderhook Creek, Adams Crossing downstream Trout April 1 through Nov 30 Any size 5
Hudson River from Troy Dam upstream to Bakers Falls in 
the Village of Hudson Falls and tributaries in this section 
to first barrier impassable by fish, Mohawk River below 
Route 32 bridge

All Species All year Catch and release fishing only. All fish shall 
be returned to the water immediately. 

Baitfish listed on page 55 
may be possessed for use 

as fish bait. Use of tip-ups is 
permitted.

Hudson River upstream of Lock C-4 and its associated 
dam, near Stillwater, NY Use or possession of alewife or blueback herring prohibited

Second Pond, Long Pond, Shaver Pond Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing permitted
Tomhannock Reservoir Ice Fishing Season Jan 1 through March 15, daylight hours only. Fishing by permit only (available from City of Troy)

Schenectady County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

Schoharie Creek Black Bass
3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 10" 5
Dec 1 through Fri preceding the 

3rd Sat in June Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Schoharie County
Water Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit Method

Mallet Pond Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing permitted

Schoharie Creek from Schoharie Reservoir downstream Black Bass
3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 10" 5
Dec 1 through Fri preceding the 

3rd Sat in June Catch and release only Artificial lures only

Schoharie Reservoir Trout See New York City Reservoir Regulations on page 22.
Holding Pond Trout April 1 though Oct 15 10" 3

Sportsmen Education…Make Sure You Qualify
All first-time hunters, bowhunters or trappers planning to go afield this upcoming hunting and trap-
ping season must first complete a hunter or trapper education course before they can get a license in 
New York.

Previously licensed hunters who plan to hunt outside of NY, should check with the state you plan to hunt 
in. All states accept NY's hunter education course but states differ on what is required as proof of com-
pletion. Many will request your original “Hunter Education Certificate” in order to purchase their license.

Check to see if you have your certificate, as issuing a replacement will be time consuming. All courses 
are free of charge, and as hunting seasons approach, courses fill quickly. To locate a nearby course 
and course list, visit DEC’s website. SIGN UP EARLY! 
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Almost 400 miles of shoreline are open for fish-
ing on the reservoirs and controlled lakes of 
the New York City Water Supply� A free New 
York City Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) Public Access Permit is required to 
fish New York City reservoirs� In addition, all 
anglers 16 years of age or older must possess 
a valid New York State fishing license� Lifetime 
permits issued before 2002 are no longer valid� 
New permits are valid for five years before they 
need to be renewed� For those 16 years of age 
or older, permits can be obtained online at 
www.nyc.gov/dep/accesspermit�

Permits can also be obtained by complet-
ing an application and mailing to: NYCDEP—
Access Permits, 71 Smith Avenue, Kingston, NY 
12401� Guest passes are also available for those 

Expanded Recreational 
Boating Program
NYC DEP allows non-motorized recreational 
boating with canoes, kayaks, sailboats, and 
skulls on a day use basis on Cannonsville, 
Neversink, Pepacton and Schoharie Reser-
voirs� Recreational boating season currently 
opens on the Friday before Memorial Day and 
runs through Columbus Day� To improve access 
for visitors, several local businesses near the 
reservoirs rent kayaks and canoes for day use�

A pilot program now allows the use of elec-
tric trolling motors on fishing rowboats on Can-
nonsville Reservoir� All trolling motors must be 
registered and steam cleaned prior to use� Infor-
mation about the recreational boating program 
and the trolling motor program can be found by 
visiting: www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/recreation/ 
expanded_boating_program.shtml�

DEP Offices
• Ashokan Reservoir 

(845) 657-2663
• Schoharie Reservoir 

(607) 588-6231
• Rondout and Neversink Reservoirs 

(845) 334-7152
• Cannonsville and Pepacton Reservoirs 

(607) 363-7009
• East of Hudson Reservoirs 

(914) 232-1309

For additional information, contact DEP at:  
recreation@dep.nyc.gov  
or call 1-800-575-LAND (5263)

New York City Reservoir Regulations

Reservoir Species Open Season Minimum 
Length

Daily 
Limit Method

Amawalk 
Bog Brook 
Cross River 
Diverting 
Middle Branch 
Muscoot 
Titicus

Trout All year 12" 3 Ice fishing permitted

Croton Falls Trout All year 18" 1 Ice fishing permitted
Lake Gilead 
Lake Gleneida

Lake Trout All year 21" 3
Ice fishing permitted

Trout All Year Any size 5
Boyd Corners
East Branch

Trout All year 12" 3
Ice fishing permitted

Walleye 1st Sat in May through March 15 18" 3

West Branch
Lake Trout All year 21" 3

Ice fishing permittedTrout All year 12" 3
LL Salmon All year 18" 1

Kensico
Lake Trout All year 18" 3

Trout All year 12" 3
New Croton 
Schoharie Trout All year 12" 3

Rondout
Lake Trout April 1 through Nov 30 18" 3

Trout April 1 through Nov 30 12" 3

Ashokan
Trout April 1 through Nov 30 12" 3

Walleye 1st Sat in May through March 15 18" 3
Cannonsville Trout April 1 through Oct 15 12" 3

Neversink
Trout April 1 through Oct 15 12" 3
Smelt Smelt fishing prohibited

Pepacton Trout April 1 through Sept 30 15" 2 fish to include only 1 over 21"
Statewide regulations apply to all species not listed in the above table.

who would like to accompany an access per-
mit holder onto water supply lands but do not 
want to obtain their own access permit� Access 
permit applications can be obtained online or by 
visiting a DEP office or police precinct, town hall 
or sports/tackle shop within the watershed� In 
New York City, applications are available during 
normal business hours at:
• DEP Central Office 

 96-05 Horace Harding Expressway 
Corona, NY  
(718) 595-4595

• DEP’s Bureau of Customer Service  
Services in Manhattan 
 1250 Broadway, 8th Floor  
New York, NY  
(212) 643-2215

Boating on NYC 
Reservoirs
In addition to shoreline fishing, boating for the 
purposes of fishing is allowed on NYC reservoirs 
to those with the appropriate DEP Access Per-
mits and Boat Tags� Anglers must store their fish-
ing boats at designated storage areas� All boats 
must be steam cleaned and registered with DEP� 
Some boat storage areas may be closed to new 
boats because of overcrowding� After getting a 
DEP Access Permit, anglers should call the DEP 
office near the reservoir of interest to inquire 
about space, steam cleaning and boat tag reg-
istration� There is no cost for these services, 
which must be performed by DEP�

Accessible 
Recreational Facilities
The Department of Environmental Con-
servation is committed to providing an 
ever increasing range of access oppor-
tunities to its programs and lands that 
it administers. The South Bay Fishing 
Pier on Lake Champlain is an example 
of the efforts the Department has made 
towards improving fishing opportuni-
ties for people with disabilities. For a 
complete discussion of Department 
accessibility efforts and a list of acces-
sible outdoor opportunities, go to: 
www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/34035.html

Tyler Allen with a 31 inch brown trout caught 
and released by his grandfather, Charles 
Fitzpatrick from Walton Lake, Orange 
County on January 25, 2015.
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Hudson River Anadromous River Herring* Regulations

Location Open 
Season

Minimum 
Length Daily Possession Limit Manner of 

Taking
Hudson River Tributaries and Embay-
ments, including Mohawk River (see 
Saratoga County Mohawk River 
exception on page 31).

March 15 
through 
June 15

None

10 per angler, OR a maximum 
boat limit of 50 per day for a 

group of boat anglers, which-
ever is lower

Angling only

Main stem of the Hudson River from 
Lock 1 near Waterford, NY south to the 
George Washington Bridge

March 15 
through 
June 15

None

10 per angler, OR a maximum 
boat limit of 50 per day for a 

group of boat anglers, which-
ever is lower

Angling or by 
personal use 

nets (see below)

 *Anadromous river herring are alewife, Alosa pseudoharengus, and blueback herring, Alosa aestivalis.

License Requirements
Anglers 16 years of age and older who desire to fish in the marine and coastal district of New York, 
or for migratory marine species in all waters of the state, including the Hudson River, must enroll 
in the Recreational Marine Fishing Registry� Anglers targeting solely freshwater species such as 
largemouth and smallmouth bass on the Hudson River require only a “freshwater” fishing license�

Circle Hook Recommendation
If you plan to use natural baits for striped bass, please use non-offset circle hooks� Circle hooks 
increase the percentage of fish that are hooked in the mouth, decreasing hooking mortality in 
released fish� If you plan on practicing catch-and-release fishing, you should only use circle 
hooks for natural baits�

Blue Crab Regulations
50 blue crabs per day� Minimum carapice length across the back is:
• Hard crab: 4½ inches
• Soft shell crab: 3½ inches
• Peeler crab: 3½ inches
No license is required to collect blue crabs�

Taking of Anadromous River Herring 
with Personal Use Nets
1� No person shall take anadromous river herring with a net within Hudson River tributaries and 

embayments� Prior to entering a Hudson River tributary or embayment, all personal use nets 
must be stowed in a secured container on deck or in a container below deck�

2� No person shall take anadromous river herring from the Hudson River:
 » with more than one net when taking with a scap or dip net; 
 » with a dip net exceeding 14 inches in diameter if it is round form or exceeding 13 inches by 
13 inches if it is square form; 

 » with a scap or lift net exceeding 16 square feet; 
 » with a seine net exceeding 36 square feet; or 
 » with a cast net exceeding 10 feet in diameter�

Tidal Hudson River Regulations
Statewide Angling Regulations apply except as listed below:

Species Location Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit

American eel 
From the Battery to the Troy Dam and 
all tributaries upstream to the first bar-

rier impassable by fish
All year

Eels 9"–14" only may be 
possessed for bait. No eels 
may be possessed for food.

25

Black Bass 
(Large-
mouth and 
Smallmouth)

Hudson River from the Troy Dam down-
stream and all tributaries in this section 
to the first barrier impassable by fish. 

3rd Sat in June 
through Nov 30 15" minimum length 5

Note: It is illegal to fish for (including catch & release) largemouth bass and smallmouth bass during 
the closed season of Dec 1 through the Fri preceding the 3rd Sat in June.

Striped Bass Hudson River and its tributaries north 
of the George Washington Bridge

April 1 through 
Nov 30

1 fish between 18 and 28 
inches total length* OR 1 

fish larger than 40 inches. 
For more information, 

contact (845) 256-3009.

1

American Shad Fishing for or possessing American Shad on the Hudson River or in the marine district is prohibited. 

Hickory Shad Hudson River & Tributaries north of 
Tappan Zee Bridge

Aug 1 through 
Nov 30 Any Size 5

*  Total length is the longest straight line measurement from the tip of the snout, with the mouth closed, to the longest 
lobe of the tail, with the lobes squeezed together, and the fish laid flat on the measuring device.
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The Statewide Angling Regulations apply to species and waters not listed.

Greenwood Lake (New York/New Jersey Border Water)
Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit

Black Bass
3rd Sat in June through Nov 30 12" 5

Dec 1 through the Fri preceding the  
3rd Sat in June Catch and Release only

Walleye May 1 through last day in Feb 18" 3

Pickerel All year 15" 5

Muskellunge, Tiger 
Muskellunge All year 36" 1

Channel Catfish All year 12" 5

Crappie All year 8" 10

Ice fishing legal for any species during its open season. No more than seven ice fishing lines may be used.

Indian Lake (New York/Connecticut Border Water)
Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit

Black Bass 3rd Sat in April (6 AM) – Nov 30 12" 6

Pickerel 3rd Sat in April (6 AM) – March 31 15" 6

Fishing Prohibited From April 1 to 6 AM on the 3rd Saturday in April.
Ice fishing legal for any species during its open season. No more than seven ice fishing lines may be used.

Delaware River & West Branch Delaware River  
(NY/PA Border Water)

Body of Water Species Open Season Minimum 
Length Daily Limit

Delaware River Trout
1st Sat after April 11 through Oct 15 14" 1

Oct 16 through the Fri preceding  
the 1st Sat after April 11 Catch and Release only

West Branch  
Delaware River Trout

1st Sat after April 11 through Oct 15 12" 2

Oct 16 through the Fri preceding  
the 1st Sat after April 11

Catch and Release only 
Artificial lures only

Delaware River &  
West Branch  
Delaware River 

Black Bass

1st Sat after June 11 through Fri preced-
ing the 1st Sat After April 11 12" 5

From Fri preceding the 1st Sat after April 
11 through Fri preceding the 1st Sat after 

June 11
Catch and Release only

Walleye 1st Sat in May through March 15 18" 3

Pickerel All year 12" 5

Muskellunge,  
Tiger Muskellunge All year 40" 1

Striped Bass Regulation change in progress.  
See www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/31427.html for current regulations.

River Herring* 
(Alewife and  

Blueback Herring)
Possession Prohibited

American Shad All year Any size 3

Message from the 
Division Director

Welcome to another year 
of superb fishing oppor-
tunities in New York� 
This year, I discovered 
another wonderful way 
to enjoy fishing: I got 
hooked (pun intended) 
on ice fishing! I never 
realized how different 
it could be from open 

water and warm weather fishing and how 
nicely they complement each other to provide 
a diverse year-round experience� After experi-
menting with fly-fishing last summer, I am now 
more excited than ever to try new and different 
fishing options� Walleyes are calling me… 

This issue of the Freshwater Fishing Guide 
features the “Vamos a Pescar” (“Let’s Go Fish-
ing”) initiative, which aims to increase fishing 
participation among Hispanics� You’ve also 
been exposed to our ongoing efforts to engage 
youth in fishing adventures� However, don’t 
overlook the opportunity to engage adults as 
well� Despite being a professional in the con-
servation field, I never had a mentor to help 
me learn the tricks — and the joys — of fishing� 
We have a great spectrum of fishing opportuni-
ties here in New York to capture the hearts and 
imagination of a similarly broad spectrum of New 
Yorkers� I encourage you to become a mentor to 
someone and help “set the hook” for a lifetime 
of outdoor enjoyment� 

I’m going to ask even more from you� License 
buyers are some of the best conservationists in 
the history of this country� Your license dollars 
(plus money returned to the states by federal 
Wildlife and Sportfish Restoration excise taxes 
on sporting equipment and boat fuel) fund most 
of our fish and wildlife management activities� 
Sportsmen advocate for clean water for fish 
habitat, support management of lands for habi-
tat and for recreational access, and practice 
sound conservation ethics� I deeply respect 
that, but that respect must be earned every time 
you go afield� Buy your license� Comply with the 
regulations; they’re put in place to conserve the 
resource or to equitably allocate that resource 
for all users� Practice fair catch� Use non-toxic 
gear whenever possible� Pick up your litter and 
waste line� Be good neighbors on the water and 
on the shore� And expect the same from your 
fishing buddies� 

I’m looking forward to a great year of new 
fishing experiences� I hope you are too� Enjoy 
your time afield and continue our conservation 
legacy�

Regards,

Patricia Riexinger 
Director of Division of Fish, Wildlife  
and Marine Resources
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Reservoir Fishing

Largemouth bass 
are abundant in 

the vegetated 
reservoirs east 

of Hudson River. 
Titicus and 

Croton Falls 
reservoirs have 
produced bass 
over 8 pounds.

New York City

Continued on page 26.

By Mike Flaherty 

recreational boating on a day-use basis. Review page 22 or visit 
www.nyc.gov/dep for more information. 

Warmwater fish
All of the NYC Reservoirs provide good fishing for warmwater fish. In 
reservoirs with stable water levels, most of the warmwater species 
will thrive in established submerged vegetation beds. Reservoirs 
that experience fluctuating water levels are usually relatively free of 
vegetation, and the warmwater species will often orientate to shallow 
bottom structure, such as rock ledges, drop-offs, or boulders for 
shelter. They are generally more available to shoreline anglers than 
coldwater fish.

New York City reservoirs offer a surprisingly diverse group of 
fish species that people can catch (see table on page 27). 
These include coldwater fish, such as salmon and trout that 

need water temperatures less than 70 degrees, and warmwater fish 
that can tolerate higher water temperatures. Here is what you need 
to know to get started fishing the NYC reservoirs. 

Accessing the reservoirs
A NYC Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) access permit 
is required to access the city-controlled reservoirs and lakes. In addi-
tion, special boating permits are available for storing your boat on the 
shoreline in designated areas. Some reservoirs allow non-motorized 

25 2016–2017 New York Freshwater Fishing Guide



Smallmouth Bass
Smallmouth bass are usually the dominant 
warmwater predator in waters without a lot of 
vegetation� Crayfish and open water baitfish are 
usually their prey� Bog Brook and New Croton 
Reservoir have produced smallmouths over 6 
pounds� The reservoirs west of the Hudson River 
are all very good smallmouth bass fisheries� 
Ashokan Reservoir is excellent for both numbers 
of smallmouths and the occasional fish in the 4 
to 5-pound range�

Largemouth Bass
Largemouth bass are abundant in the vegetated 
reservoirs east of the Hudson River� Titicus and 
Croton Falls reservoirs have produced bass over 
8 pounds� Because of boating restrictions, the 
reservoirs tend to be fished less heavily than 
other bass waters, allowing bass to grow to large 
sizes� Shore anglers can have great success dur-
ing the spring catch-and-release season when 
bass tend to be in shallower water�

Pickerel and Tiger Muskellunge
The vegetated shallows are also home to chain 
pickerel, and, although not as abundant as large-
mouth bass, they can be very exciting fish to 
catch� Fish up to 6 pounds have been taken 
from Muscoot Reservoir, and most of the well-
vegetated reservoirs have pickerel populations� 
Tiger muskellunge (muskies) have been stocked 
in Middle Branch Reservoir since 2003� Tiger 
muskies over 40 inches long have been caught, 
with the potential for catching even larger fish� 

Walleye
Walleye have been successfully introduced 
into several NYC reservoirs� Boyds Corners 
Reservoir was stocked with walleye fry in 1991 
and 1992, and these fish produced a self-sus-
taining population� Some of these fish traveled 
downstream and have also produced a walleye 
fishery in West Branch Reservoir� Titicus Res-
ervoir has recently been stocked by DEC� It is 
hoped that in several years, catchable numbers 
of walleye will be available� Walleye stocked 
into East Branch Croton River have made their 
way downstream, producing walleye fisheries 
in East Branch, Diverting, and Bog Brook res-
ervoirs� Diverting and East Branch reservoirs 
have produced walleye in the 10 to 11-pound 
class over the last 10 years� On the west side 
of the Hudson River, the walleye population in 
Schoharie Reservoir is improving with a decent 
chance to catch legal fish� 

Perch and Crappie
With multiple, near state record-size catches 
of white perch and crappie in several NYC res-
ervoirs over the years, it stands to reason that 
there may be even bigger fish out there� In the 
last four years, crappie exceeding 3 pounds 
have been caught from New Croton, Middle 
Branch and Cross River reservoirs� These same 
three reservoirs have also produced white perch 
approaching 3 pounds� Yellow perch are found 
in virtually all of the NYC reservoirs� Larger, 1 
to 2-pound yellow perch are caught in Titicus, 
Kensico and Croton Falls reservoirs�

Common Carp
Some of the largest fish swimming in many of the 
NYC reservoirs are common carp� Carp in the 10 
to 15-pound range are relatively common, and 
carp over 20 pounds have been caught in mul-
tiple reservoirs� In addition, bowfishing for carp 
can be enjoyed from May 15 through August 31�

Coldwater fish
Most of the coldwater fish in NYC reservoirs are 
maintained through annual stockings� These 
species include brown, rainbow, and lake trout 
and landlocked Atlantic salmon� All of these fish 
depend on cool well-oxygenated water to live� 
Take this into account when deciding on loca-
tions to fish and techniques to use� Browns, rain-
bows and landlocks prefer water temperatures 
in the 55º–60º range, while lake trout prefer 
50° or less� During the summer, coldwater fish 
are usually only found in cold water, deep in 
the reservoirs� 

Brown Trout and Landlocked 
Atlantic Salmon
Brown trout are the primary coldwater fish spe-
cies living in NYC reservoirs� Most of these fish are 
stocked annually, and they usually make up the 
bulk of the trout catch� Where adequate spawning 
tributaries exist, natural reproduction contributes 
to reservoir catches� In some cases, the largest 
trout caught are these “wild” fish� Brown Trout in 
the 8 to 10-pound range are caught every year 
from many of the reservoirs, and most reservoirs 
have some fish in the 12 to 15-pound range�

Some of the largest brown trout come from 
Kensico, Rondout and Pepacton reservoirs� 
Shore fishing near deep water or where there 
is moving water from tributaries or tunnel inlets 
(where access is allowed) are all likely hotspots� 
Rondout Reservoir is a great location for shore 
fishing because high volumes of cold water from 
Pepacton, Cannonsville and Neversink all are 

routed through this reservoir� This high volume 
of water keeps the water moving and cool� In 
the summer, cool water is often only 10 or 15 
feet down compared to 20 or 25 feet down in 
many other reservoirs� The north arm of Rondout 
Reservoir receives cold water from Rondout 
Creek as well as transfers from Pepacton and 
Cannonsville, so this is a very popular and pro-
ductive spot to shore fish�

Landlocked Atlantic salmon are stocked 
in West Branch and Neversink reservoirs� 
Landlocks look a lot like brown trout� When 
fishing these waters, make sure you know how 
to tell them apart (page 58) as the regulations 
(page 22) are different for each� 

Rainbow Trout
The most famous NYC reservoir for rainbow 
trout is Ashokan Reservoir� The rainbow popu-
lation in Ashokan, as well as the Esopus Creek 
that feeds it, are all naturally reproduced within 
the system� Trout move between the reservoir 
and the upper Esopus Creek to spawn� For this 
reason, two shore-fishing hotspots for rainbows 
include the mouth of Esopus Creek and the 
midpoint in the reservoir below the dividing 
weir� Fishing downstream of the dividing weir 
can be excellent early and late in the season, 
when water is spilling from the west basin of 
Ashokan to the east basin� Rainbows up to 10 
pounds have been taken in Ashokan, but fish 
in the 3 to 4 pound range are more common� 
East of the Hudson, Muscoot Reservoir is now 
producing some nice rainbows up to 5 pounds� 

Lake Trout
Lake trout (lakers) typically live deep in the res-
ervoirs, where they can find some of the coldest 
water� During late fall and through the colder 
months, they can be caught in shallow water� 
Lake trout are a very long-lived fish and can 
attain large sizes� Fish up to 20 pounds likely 
exist in Rondout and Kensico reservoirs, and 
lake trout over 10 pounds are caught each year� 
Lakes Gleneida and Gilead are smaller waters 
that have also recently produced some lake 
trout in the 10 to 12-pound range� Unlike the 
Rondout and Kensico, these lakes are open to 
ice fishing, which can be a very effective way 
of catching lakers� 

Ice fishing
There are 13 reservoirs east of the Hudson River 
that allow ice fishing� These waterbodies give 
anglers opportunities to catch some quality 
warm and coldwater fish year-round� If you 
don’t have access to a boat on one of these 
reservoirs for the open-water season, the ice 
season can provide access to some water that 
normally might not be available to you� 

Fishing Regulations
All of the NYC reservoirs and lakes have special 
fishing regulations� See page 22 for details�

Try fishing a NYC reservoir� You might just 
be surprised at what you catch!

2016–2017 New York Freshwater Fishing Guide26



Est. 1954

Hunt prime land in Barbour & Bullock Counties.
·  Highest deer density in Alabama. Hogs, coyotes and bobcats (no charge, no limit with paid deer hunt)
· 6,000 acre family-owned plantation. NO LEASED LAND.
· 50 Food Plots with elevated shooting houses surrounded by pines and oak bottoms.
· New cottages with private bedrooms and baths. First class lodge. All meals included.

Visit us at  
www.pa-ko.com

To plan your hunt, 
call J. Paul Taylor at  
877.539.5699

December 27th, 2012
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Fishing the New York City Reservoirs
Reservoir County Acres Max. Dep. (FT) Principal Sport Fish Species Present Ice Fishing Permitted

East of Hudson Reservoirs BT RT LT LLS LMB SMB WAE CP PF CAR TM
Amawalk Westchester 729 70 G E G F G E Yes
Bog Brook Putnam 404 60 F E E F F G G Yes
Boyd Corners Putnam 230 45 G F G G Yes
Cross River Westchester 940 110 G E E G G G Yes
Croton Falls Putnam 1,111 95 E G F F G G Yes
Diverting Putnam 154 34 F G G F F G F Yes
East Branch Putnam 624 65 F G G G F G G Yes
Kensico Westchester 2,260 155 G E G G F G F No
Lake Gilead Putnam 124 120 G F F E F G Yes
Lake Gleneida Putnam 178 108 G G F E F G Yes
Middle Branch Putnam 442 62 E F F G E G Yes
Muscoot Westchester 1,188 30 F F G F G E E Yes
New Croton Westchester 2,173 150 F E G F G E No
Titicus Westchester 694 80 G E F F G E Yes
West Branch Putnam 1,086 50 G F F F F F F G G Yes

West of Hudson Reservoirs BT RT LT LLS LMB SMB WAE CP PF CAR
Ashokan Ulster 8,314 160 G G F E F G G No
Cannonsville Delaware 4,767 148 G G F G E No
Neversink Sullivan 1,539 160 G F G F F No
Pepacton Delaware 5,730 180 E F E F F F No
Rondout Ulster/Sullivan 2,118 190 G E G F F No
Schoharie Delaware/Greene/Schoharie 1,159 148 F F G G G F No
BT - Brown Trout, RT - Rainbow Trout, LT - Lake Trout, AS - Atlantic Salmon, LMB - Largemouth Bass, SMB - Smallmouth Bass, WAE - Walleye, CP - Chain Pickerel, PF - Panfish,  
CAR - Carp, TM - Tiger Musky 

F Fair

G Good

E Excellent

2016–2017 New York Freshwater Fishing Guide 27 


	Cover
	Message from the Governor
	Table of Contents
	Using This Guide
	Highlights of Changes
	License Information
	ECO Q&A
	Fisheries Management in NYC Reservoirs
	Statewide Angling Regulations
	Special Regulations
	Region 1 • Long Island
	Region 2 • New York City
	Region 3 • Southeastern New York
	Region 4 • East Central New York
	New York City Reservoir Regulations
	Tidal Hudson River Regulations
	Border Waters Regulations

	New York City Reservoir Fishing

