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•Simple, interactive online database

•New York State‐specific
•Leading practices:

•Local land use
•Zoning
•Transportation planning
•Building codes

Land‐use, Transportation and 
Building‐code Toolkit 



Database Development Webinar

Thursday, February 7, 2013

Veda Truesdale, Rutgers University
Stacy Perrine, PP/AICP, Rutgers University 



What we heard from 
Regional Coordinators:

Communities want examples, including 
stories and case studies about consensus-
driven planning endeavors. 
Communities want clear instructions. 
Communities are very concerned about 
protecting local character. 
Communities want to learn about cost-
savings and innovative financing options.
Many (but not all) communities wish to 
demonstrate leadership in sustainability. 



What we heard (cont):
Communities sometimes find themselves facing 
potentially conflicting priorities, e.g. historic 
preservation and green design. 
Communities want to know how to quantify the 
GHG emissions reductions that will come from 
land-use change. 
Some communities have faced challenges with 
fiscal issues relating to brownfields 
redevelopment. 
Communities want to know how to achieve 
sustainable within the confines of the existing 
road network and development pattern. 



Compiling a set of leading 
practices

Literature Review
Targeted web search
Drawn entirely from existing resources
Deliberately moved away from use of the 
word “best” and chose to use “leading.” 



Objectives

Create a Toolkit that is:
◦ User-friendly
◦ Customizable
◦ Scalable
◦ Can remain a useful and relevant tool as 

program and resources expand in the future



Areas of Practice
• Infrastructure investment
• Building codes
• Land use planning
• Green infrastructure
• Housing policy (i.e., location)
• Transportation systems (including transit 

and freight)



Types of Practice
Baselining/data collection
Goal setting/visioning
Master planning
Metrics
Local ordinances
Regional agreements



Examples
Adopt Green Building Standards for 
Public Buildings
Use Density and Height Bonuses to 
Incentivize Green Building
Expedite Permitting of Green Buildings
Provide Green Building Technical 
Assistance
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Examples
Adopt Green Building Standards for 
Public Buildings
Use Density and Height Bonuses to 
Incentivize Green Building
Expedite Permitting of Green Buildings
Provide Green Building Technical 
Assistance



Sample Report



Next Steps

Build the database on the website. 
Import all the data we have into the 
database. 
Beta-test with this group. 
Additional outreach. 
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