


Which Friend Am I - Entry Form

To learn what the animal described above is, visit
your local library or the library and other
resources at Rogers Center. Mail your answer to
Rogers Center, 2721 SH 80, Sherburne, NY
13460, by October 15, 2003. One name will be
drawn from all the correct responses received,
and the winner will receive a Friends of Rogers T-
shirt.

What Am I?

Your Name:

Address and Phone Number:
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The Truth About Bats
Below are some statements about bats. Can you
guess which are TRUE and which are FALSE?

1. Some bats hibernate in the winter.
2. Bats are flying rodents.
3. People are bats’ main enemy.
4. Bats are blind and often get caught in people’s

hair.
5. Bats are found in more climates and habitats

than almost any other animal.
6. If a person is bit by a bat, skunk, fox or

raccoon, then they will contract rabies 
without a doubt.

7. Most bats eat insects.

See answers at bottom of page

Getting Ready for Winter
Many animals spend the autumn months preparing
for their long winter slumbers. Help this Eastern
chipmunk find its underground storage of acorns...

Kids in Nature Daily
The quarterly newsletter with fun,
stimulating activities that teach

about nature.

Be K.I.N.D. to your world!
Fall 2003
Issue #22

by naturalist interns,
May Faulk and Liz Guillorn

Which Friend Am I?

Creepy, crawly, fuzzy, red and brown...I
love eating green leaves in the spring but
you may see me now slowly making my way

across the road in search of a great
place to sleep away the winter. If you

were to touch my furry back, I would curl
up and play dead. Part of my name is

shared with a large mammal but I ‘m just
a small insect.

1. True   2.False  3. True   4.False   5. True   6..False   7. True  
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Volunteer Highlight
- Patti von Mechow-

by Chris DeCesare

This season we highlight the volunteer efforts of Patti
von Mechow. Patti is indeed the wife of our program
coordinator, Fred, but that is not the reason she
volunteers at Rogers Center. Patti is a doer by nature.
She takes notice of things that need doing and she
offers to do them. She says that she feels a sense of
accomplishment and appreciation for the little things
she does and she likes to volunteer here because it’s
“a happy place.”  In the past year, she has worked on
clearing and marking a new trail on Cush Hill,
completing a kiosk exhibit, and making a backdrop for
the entertainers at our annual Winter Living
Celebration. Patti says she enjoys all her volunteer
duties for different reasons. Marking trails gets her
outside in nature and exhibit work nurtures her
creative side.

When not volunteering at Rogers Center or working as
an aide in local schools, Patti enjoys kayaking, rock
climbing, working on building a chimney at home and
attending concerts and plays. She also reads novels
by Jean Auel, John Grisham, Michael Crichton and
Mary Higgins Clark.

Patti always seems to be “on the go” doing something.
I asked her if she had any role models in her life. Her
first thought was of her parents. If asked to choose
one person, she would choose her mother for her
sense of humor, inner strength and kindness. She also
said that her children and husband give her inspiration
every day. We are truly grateful for all the things she
does at Rogers Center!

Animals of Halloween
by Fred von Mechow

Beware! The Animals of Halloween are all poisonous
this year! October 17 is the evening, 6:30 pm is the
time that an American toad, a short-tailed shrew, a
monarch butterfly and poison ivy will all appear on the
North Loop. Luckily, all of our creatures on display that
night are specially designed to be nonpoisonous
varieties, so you can approach and learn without
danger. There will also be a story about the poisonous
creatures, told around a campfire. The poisonous tour
will last one hour and will be followed by refreshments.
The program is appropriate for families with children
ranging from 3 to 9 years of age. Please dress warmly,
it often gets very cold in the evening if you’re standing
still. Keep flashlights in adults’ hands!

Looking Ahead To The Next
Winter Living Celebration

by Chris DeCesare

Cold crisp air, puffy snow blanketing the landscape and
the sound of sleigh bells. It’s planning time for the 26th

annual Winter Living Celebration. Mark your
calendars for Saturday, January 10, 2004 from 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm. That’s the day our grounds at
Rogers Center will be bustling with winter activities like
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing and sleigh rides.
DEC staff will join many fine local
exhibitors to let visitors know of winter
recreation opportunities and equipment
involved in activities such as hiking,
skiing, camping, fishing and trapping.
There is also music, storytelling and
entertaining programs to enjoy. It
promises to be a fun-filled day for the
whole family with things to do both
indoors and out. Dust off your skis and
hope for snow!
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Xiting Sightings
by Fred von Mechow

Look for fat squirrels this fall! Our Norway spruces are
producing a bumper crop of cones which should lead
to well-fed red squirrels. Along with the cones,
however, came lots of pollen as I’m sure you noticed
on your cars, roads and on ponds. The large cones
are the female flowers that have been fertilized by
pollen from the male flowers which resemble miniature
cones. Hence, the female cones produce the seeds
which give rise to new trees, or in the case of the vast
majority of seeds, fill a squirrel’s belly.

The goose report is optimistic this year. We had about
30 goslings evade the egg-oiling efforts of our SUNY
Morrisville students who did a great job reducing the
number of geese produced at Rogers. The students,
Teri Ross, Alvin Walker, Nathan Bemis, Matt Dam and
Chuck Bainbridge oiled about 480 eggs in 76 nests,
preventing the eggs from developing. In the past, prior
to our oiling the eggs, we’ve had as many as 130 eggs
avoid predation and hatch into feathered scat
machines. A reasonable number of goslings makes for
everyone’s enjoyment at seeing them while not having
to play hopscotch around the scat on the walkways.

As of late June, we have some fawns at Rogers
Center. I have not seen fawns yet, but my Morrisville-
Eaton second-graders discovered some fawn tracks
while we were walking along the Chenango River. The
tiny tracks were smaller than any I’d seen previously.

A BIG Thank You to Facilitators!

A huge “Thank You” to Project WET and WILD Teacher
workshop facilitators who are committed to protecting our
natural resources. They enable other educators to
incorporate even more environmental education into their
teaching and are an essential part of the program’s
success:

Mike Jabot, Kevin Bliss, Frank Benenati, Gail Tooker, Lori
Arkin-Diem, Senta Korb, Mort Stein, Mary Anna Russo,
Patty Jaeger, Peter Schmidt, Deb Keane, Mike Pixley, John
Lancos, Ella Viola, Don Birdd, Jen Coe, Sherrie Smith and
MaryLynne Malone.

Welcome to new facilitators:
Craig Harvey
Annie O’Reilly
Maggie Vescio
Matthew Parry

More Burn for Your Buck
Reprint of ‘Dear Rogers’ Articles by Laura Carey

Heating your home with a wood stove is a very efficient,
environmentally friendly and cozy way to stay warm
during cold winter months. Some woods are better to
burn than others.  The amount of energy stored in
wood is related to its weight. Heavier wood is more
dense and releases more heat when burned.  This
applies to only seasoned or dried wood as moisture in
wood decreases its burn/heating efficiency. Some of
the densest trees in our area are: hop hornbeam (also
called ironwood), dogwood, hickory, shadbush, white
oak, black birch, black locust, apple, blue beach (also
called musclewood), red oak, sugar maple, American
beech, honey locust, yellow birch, and white ash. Some
of the least dense are basswood, willow, boxelder,
butternut, and quaking aspen. 

Of course, beyond good firewood, an efficient stove is
necessary for heating your home with less wood. There
are many stoves on the market that are airtight and
contain catalytic converters to reduce emissions from
the chimney. A talk with a wood stove sales person
should answer your questions about size, efficiency
and emissions. 

Take advantage of solar heat through your
south-facing windows. Cover your windows at night
with quilted shades to prevent heat loss. This will help
reduce your need for
wood. Of course, proper
insulation is essential for
heat maintenance in the
home. 

If you cut your own
wood, you should
beware of the
importance of leaving
some snags for wildlife.
Snags are standing
dead trees. They attract
woodpeckers that
excavate holes for
nesting. Other birds that 
nest in tree cavities are
chickadees, bluebirds
and flycatchers. These
holes are also used by
flying squirrels, bats and
hibernating butterflies.
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New York State
Outdoor Education Association

October 23 - 26, 2003
by Laura Carey

The NYSOEA is a not-for-profit professional
organization dedicated to lifelong learning in, for, and
about the outdoors. Its highest profile activity is the
annual conference. This year marks the 36th annual
conference, and the theme is The Nature of New York:
A Natural History Celebration.” Join us at Villa Roma
Resort and Conference Center in Callicoon, NY,
October 23 - 26, 2003 for a wide range of workshop
offerings, speakers and comradery. Topics include:
Making Connections Through Classroom Science;
Using Animals to Teach Elementary Science
Standards; Old Growth Forests; Reptiles and
Amphibians of NY; Wild Foods with Wildman Steve
Brill; Songbirds; Bats; Using Traditional Skills to Spark
Your Students Natural Curiosity in the Environment;
Evaluating Environmental Education Materials;
Science and Civics: Sustaining Wildlife (Project
WILD’s new high school curriculum), and Urban Green
Career Days. The featured speakers are Vicki Cobb,
nonfiction children’s book author; Dr. Susan Flader,
professor and author of Thinking Like a Mountain
and The River of the Mother of God, and David
Middleton, nature photographer and writer. Program
themes include outdoor education techniques and
resources for classroom teachers, ecology education
and natural history, local lore, administrative trends in
environmental and outdoor education and technology.
Many teachers obtain CEU credits for attending! There
is something for everyone interested in the natural
world whether you are a teacher or an outdoor
enthusiast.

Attending this conference will bring you new skills and
knowledge as well as new friends who share your love
of the outdoors and wildlife. Call us for more details
and registration information.

When we see land as a community to which we
belong, we may see it with love and

respect....Perhaps such a shift of values can be
achieved by reappraising things unnatural,

tame, and confined in terms of things
natural, wild, and free.

– Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac

Volunteer Recognition

We are very grateful for the many hours of service
contributed by volunteers at Rogers Center:

C Wells Horton – Rogers Center website maintenance
C Audrey Wakefield – library cataloging, working on

Animals of Halloween costumes and provider of
many goodies

C Jean Dewey – office receptionist
C Barbara Meeks – press release mailings, roller of

quarters and library assistance. Also a big thank-you
for assisting Lt. Tim Taylor with a huge copying job.

C Patricia von Mechow – office receptionist and trail
work 

C John Graham – trail work and program assistance
C Jeff Acee – painting picnic tables
C James Tuttle – trail maintenance and assistance with

Family Fishing Program
C Chenango Valley Chapter Trout Unlimited –

assistance with Family Fishing Program
C Tom Coe – SUNY Morrisville – assistance with

Family Fishing Program
C Hamilton UCP – stamping WILD books and compost

turning
C Kan Yang – organizing files, stamping books, help

with May pole and publicity for photography
workshop

C Jarret Heitmann – clipping and chipping trails and
helping with worm composting 

C Barb Collins – edible and medicinal plant program
C Jane Swingle – edible and medicinal plant program
C Frank Knight – photography workshop and rare plant

training for staff
C Stephen Youngs – rare plant training for staff

Attention Educators and Youth and
Outdoor Education Leaders!

If you have completed a Project WET workshop and
are interested in learning how to present workshops to
others, here is your chance. Project WET Facilitator
Training will be held at Helmer Nature Center in
Rochester on Saturday, November 8 from 10:00 am to
5:00 pm. Registration is required. Contact Amy Smith
at Rogers Center, (607) 674-4017, for more
information and to register. 
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Call (607) 674-4017 to register.

SEPTEMBER
September 6
Saturday
11:00 am

MONARCHS
David Bouton, a world-renowned
authority on butterflies, will share his
knowledge of the habitats and foods of
monarch butterflies. He will advise us on
how to create a monarch paradise in our
own backyard.

September
6 and 7

Visit Rogers Center’s activity table at
Colorscape Chenango.

September 13
Saturday
9:00 am to
Noon

CANOE NINEMILE SWAMP
Join us on an exploration of calm waters
teeming with life. Learn the fascinating
natural history of this former hideout of
the historical Loomis gang. Enjoy the rich
diversity of plant and animal life. Perfect
for paddlers of all experience levels.
Registration required. $5.00 non-
refundable fee per paddler. 

September 20
Saturday
7:00 pm

BATS
Which mammal eats 500 mosquitoes an
hour and is the only true mammal to fly? 
We will learn about bats’ ability to use
echolocation to catch prey. Bats play an
important role as a pest control agent;
their guano is also used for fertilizer in
gardens.

September 27
Saturday
10:00 am to
4:30 pm

PROJECT WILD FACILITATOR
TRAINING
If you have attended a Project WILD
workshop and would like to be able to
present these workshops to others, this
training will prepare and certify you to be
a Project WILD Facilitator. Please call
for more information and to register.

OCTOBER

October 4
Saturday
10:00 am

MUSHROOM WALK
Spines, gills, tubes, or teeth - what type of
animal has all of these traits? Not an animal
at all, but natures’ recyclers - fungi. Sally
Reymers will lead the walk at the Adams
Farm trail. Meet at Rogers Center’s main
parking lot.

October 11
Saturday
9:00 am to
Noon

LEAF PEEPING AT BERRY HILL – 
A Finger Lakes Trail Hike
It’s that magical time of fall foliage once
again!  Hike along a section of the Finger
Lakes Trail while we enjoy the sights and
smells of nature’s colorful display. We invite
you to climb the Berry Hill Fire Tower for a
breathtaking panoramic view. Please call
to register and for details.

October 17
Friday
6:30 pm

ANIMALS OF HALLOWEEN
Have you ever wanted to converse with a
short-tailed shrew?  Well, now is your
chance!  Meet some of the most well-
defended creatures on an enchanted
evening trail walk. Find out about the
extraordinary lives of an American toad,
poison ivy and others. They’ll be waiting for
you...Call to register.

October 18
Saturday
10:00 am

REXFORD FALLS GORGE HIKE
Fossils, ferns, falls, family and friends...what
could be a better way to spend the day? 
Explore and discover an exciting area of
Chenango County’s diverse natural history.
Meet in Rogers Center’s main parking
lot.

October 25
Saturday
11:00 am

LEAF ART FOR FAMILIES
Learn all about leaves and their functions.
We invite you to join in creating fun and
original works of art from fallen leaves.
Don’t be shy - let your artistic flame shine!
Call to register.

NOVEMBER

November 1 
Saturday
10:00 am

BACKYARD BIRD FEEDING
Want to spruce up your bird-food
offerings? Find out which tasty treats
attract various birds and make your own
suet cakes, peanut butter pine cones, or
fruit n’ seed cups to take home.

November 8
Saturday
11:00 am

WEASELS
The weasel family includes animals that
use different skills and habitats. From
ermine and mink to skunk, fisher and river
otter, come learn what makes each of
these furbearers unique.
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November 15
Saturday
1:00 to
4:45 pm
OPEN HOUSE

AMERICA RECYCLES DAY
This national day of recycling recognition
focuses on reducing waste and
conserving natural resources. Join us for
an open house of activities and exhibits to
learn how you can help complete the
circle.

November 22
Saturday
11:00 am

WILD TURKEYS – A Family Adventure
These common woodland birds have
many interesting characteristics and
behaviors. In fact, the wild turkey was
almost chosen as our national bird
instead of the bald eagle. Trot on over
and find out why.

November 29 
Saturday
11:00 am

BLUEBIRD NEST BOX BUILDING
Want to help the birds and share a project
with a child? Build a bluebird nest box to
take home!  We provide the materials and
you provide the muscles. Bring a hammer
and $8.00 for each box you plan to take
home.

River Cleanup
by Laura Carey

The Chenango County Environmental Management
Council and Rogers Environmental Education Center
are organizing their eighth annual county-wide river
cleanup. This year’s cleanup is scheduled for
Saturday, September 20 from 9:00 am to noon. Over
the years, volunteers have removed tons of litter from
our waterways. Last year, the project received an EPA
Environmental Quality Award - the highest honor from
the EPA. You can be part of this worthy effort by
calling Laura Carey at (607) 674-4017 for more
details.

Donations
Friends of Rogers expresses appreciation to the
following individuals and organizations for generous
contributions in the form of much-needed items,
services and monetary donations.

David Bruce
Sidney LEAH Homeschool

Dorothy Willsey and Norman Dann
Robert and Nancy Bond

Katheryne Gall
Alice and William Bowman

Diane Aznoe
Herkimer BOCES

New York State/America Recycles Day
November 15

Gee-Whiz Facts
(NOTE: The savings are based on the use of recycled materials over
raw, virgin materials)

Recycling Aluminum Saves....
Recycling aluminum reduces energy use by 90%.
Energy saved from recycling one aluminum can

will run a TV for three hours.
Recycling one aluminum can saves the energy equivalent

of one cup of gasoline.
Recycling aluminum reduces air pollution by 95%.

An aluminum can takes 200 to 500 years to decompose.
Each pound of aluminum makes 32 cans.

Recycling Paper Saves....
Every ton of paper recycled saves 380 gallons of oil.

Recycling one ton of paper saves 17 trees.
Recycling paper reduces air pollution by 74%.

Recycling paper reduces water pollution by 35%.
You use, on average, 580 pounds of paper each year.

The typical office worker throws away 180 pounds of high-
grade recyclable paper every year.

More than 500,000 trees are used to supply Americans
with their Sunday newspapers every week.
Paper takes about a month to decompose.

Recycling Glass Saves...
Glass is 100% recyclable.

About 41 billion glass containers are produced
in the United States each year.

For glass companies, recycling extends furnace life
and reduces energy costs.

Recycling one glass bottle saves enough energy
to light a 100-watt bulb for four hours.

Recycling a ton of glass saves the equivalent
of nine gallons of fuel oil.

Since glass does not degrade, a bottle thrown in a
landfill today will still be around in the year 3000.

Each glass container produced in the US contains,
on average, 30% recycled glass.

Recycling Plastic Saves...
It takes five recycled two-liter PET bottles

to make one square foot of carpet.
PET bottles and containers are actually a form of

polyester, which is why it is so easy to recycle
bottles into T-shirts, sweaters and socks.

It takes 35 two-liter recycled PET bottles to make the
soft filling inside a sleeping bag, called "fiberfill."

About 1,200 soda bottles could carpet the
average living room.

Plastic makes up 8% of our trash by weight,
but is 24% of the volume.

This information and more can be found at:
/www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dshm/redrecy/teachall.pdf



Rogers Environmental Education Center
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
2721 State Highway 80
Sherburne, NY  13460-4507
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Attention Newsletter Recipients!

The NYS Division of Budget has directed all state agencies to curtail printing and mailing newsletters unless
required by law. They have asked that such publications be made available exclusively on the agencies’ website.

If you have Internet access, we ask you to send us the following information so that we can send your newsletter
electronically. For those who do not have access to an internet server, we will try to make arrangements for you to
receive this information by other means. Thank you for your cooperation. 

If we do not hear from you, we will assume you no longer wish to receive the newsletter and remove your
name/organization from our mailing list. If you have any questions, please call Rogers Center at (607) 674-4017.

Each season we will send you an e-mail with a link to the newsletter on the DEC website.

Name:

Address: 

E-Mail:  Phone: 

Yes, I would like to become a member or renew my membership. Enclosed is my check for $15.00 made
 payable to Friends of Rogers, Inc to cover membership. (Donations are welcome and may be included with your
membership fee.) I understand that benefits of membership include 50% off snowshoe rental, first bag of sunflowers
FREE during U-Pick (all others $1/bag), annual membership meeting, $1.00 off bluebird or bat box, $1.00 off T-
shirt, quarterly newsletter, membership roster posted at Rogers Center. Mail to: Friends of Rogers Inc, PO Box 932,
Sherburne, NY 13460. 


