
1886 - First Electric Street Lights in Yonkers 

Downtown Yonkers in the 1880’s



City Purchases All Street Lights from Con Ed & Converts to Lights w/ Photocells – 1950’s



Today

City of Yonkers



Today

• Fourth largest city in New York State

• Population of 196,000 

• Half of all housing is in buildings with 
five or more units

• Ten train stations in or near Yonkers

• Directly adjacent to New York City

Yonkers Today



78% Buildings
13% Fleet
8%   Street Lights

68% Buildings
32% Transportation

$500,000,000

$16,000,000
CITY-WIDE
energy costs carbon footprint

CITY GOVERNMENT
energy costs                         carbon footprint

Yonkers Today
Today



Energy Action Plan



Yonkers Street Light System









Street Light Billing

• Street lights are unmetered
• Con Edison maintains a street light database that 

lists the location, type, wattage and annual burn 
hours of every street light in Yonkers. 

Lamp wattage
x Annual burn hours

kWhs
x Rate 
= Basis for billing
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Yonkers Street Light Electricity Costs



Request for Proposals (RFP)

• Issued by Mayor Mike Spano in May 2012
• Energy Performance Contract

– Project cost financed through a 10-year lease 
– Use energy cost savings - guaranteed by the 

vendor - for repayment. 
– Provide equal or better lighting 

• Seven firms responded
• Evaluation committee with broad experience



• Energy Audit Phase
• Installation Phase
• Lease Phase

Energy Performance Contract



Energy Audit Phase

• GPS coordinates
• Lamp type
• Wattage
• Condition

• Mobile mapping application
• Google Earth visualization



Google Earth Visualization

Audit Observations


