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Dear Mr Grumbles

Thank you for your letter regardrng pharmaceutrcals rn water and dnnkrng water I share your
commttment to addressrng thrs rmportant rssue through a collaboratlve approach that makes the
most of the collecttve state and federal resources that can be brought together to assure that the
ctttzens of New York State share a toxrc-free future In support of that commrtment and rn
response to your request, I offer the followrng nformatlon on DEC's actrutres related to
pharmaceuficals, as well as feedback on EPA's achvrhes regardrng these substances

DEC Actrvrtres

DEC recognrzes that pharmaceutrcals and personal care products (PPCPs) rn the water rs a
multrfaceted tssue wrth no smgle soluhon Sources rnclude unused drugs flushed by rndrvrduals
and mstrtuttons, the drscharge of pharmaceutrcal waste from drug manufacturers, and the passage
of used pharmaceutrcals through human bodres Wastewater treatment plants (WWTPs) are not
desrgned to remove these drugs, so treatment of munrcrpal and rndustnal drscharge rs not the
entrre answer DEC has estabhshed an mternal Pharmaceutrcals Work Group that rncludes staff
from our Dtvtstons of Water, Sohd and Hazardous Matenals, Pollutron Preventron, Publc
Affarrs and Pohcy Office The group has rmtrally focused on reducrng the drsposal of unused
pharmaceuhcals mto the waters of New York State Thrs work group assures that the multrple
programs that have a role rn addressng thts rssue are coordrnated and rn constant
communtcatton

The work group's rmttal alm ls to achreve a maJor reductron rn the flushrng of unused
pharmaceutrcals by rndtvtduals and rnstrtutrons To that end, DEC hosted a roundtable
dtscussron m Albany on May 15, 2008 The purpose of the roundtable was to convene
stakeholders to dtscuss management opttons for unused pharmaceutrcals so that consumers can
avord flushrng and ensure unused products are safely managed I am pleased that EPA accepted
our lnvrtatlon to partlclpate ln these drscussrons and I look forward to the Agency's rnput
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DEC rs also partrcrpatmg rn a newly formed pharmaceuttcals-related work group sponsored by
the New England Interstate Water Pollutron Control Commrsston (NEIWPCC) that wrll be
fostenng mterstate commumcatron and collaboratron ln addressmg a vanety of lssues assocrated
wrth pharmaceuhcals rn the envrronment Last year, DEC staffworked wrth NEIWPCC to plan

the "2007 Northeast Water Scrence Forum Pharmaceutrcals and Personal Care Products State of
the Scrence" tn Portland, Matne

DEC rs workrng closely wrth the U S Geologrcal Survey (USGS) and New York State
Department of Health on the morutonng of the New York Ctty water supply watershed (I.ryC

Watershed) for pharmaceutrcals Srnce 2003 USGS, rn cooperatton wtth DEC, has been
conductrng a study of the occrurence of trace orgaruc compounds, tncludmg pharmaceutrcals tn
the NYC Watershed Much of the USGS effort rn momtonng for trace organlc compounds,
rncludrng pharmaceutrcals, has focused on assessrng the effectlveness of wastewater treatment
plant processes on the removal of these compounds Samphng of these compounds has
expanded rn the last few years to rnclude cnhcal locahons m the water supply system and source
waters wrthm the New York Crty reservolr system and tnbutary streams As expected, the levels
rdentrfied were a functron of effluent concenhatron and proportton of drscharge to stream flow
DEC rs commrtted to contrnumg to work wrth USGS tn thrs endeavor Future work wrth USGS
wrll assess the fate of these compounds rn the aquafic enuronment as well as the effechveness of
vanous treatment technologres

In addrtron to our rnternal actluttes, DEC wrll work closely wrth our Legtslature on any brlls
assoqated wrth PPCPs rn the envrronment and dnnkrng water To date, a product stewardshrp
brll has been tntroduced

DEC rs also partrcrpatrng rn the Product Stewardshrp Instttute's (PSI) pharmaceuhcals truhattve
PSI works wrth federal, state,local government agenues, manufacturers , retatlers,
envrronmental groups, and other stakeholders to reduce the health and envtronmental tmpacts of
consumer products The PSI pharmaceuhcals rrutrattve seeks to evaluate the need and
opportumtres for a natronally coordrnated system for the management of unwanted
pharmaceutrcals Through thrs process, we hope to work wrth other states and stakeholders to
develop a vrable return system for unused pharmaceutrcals

EPA Acttvthes

The Toxrc Substances Control Act appears to have been wholly tneffecttve at preventmg
occrurences of these chemrcals ln our nahon's waters Consequently, the natton ls once agaln on
track to repeat hrstory - chasrng after chemrcals that have been already drscharged for several
decades It appears that the Contamrnant Candrdate Ltst process, requred by Sectron l4120) (l)
of SDWA, as amended rn 1996, requrres both rnformatron on the adverse effects of a chemtcal as
well as rndrcatlons that rt rs found at levels of concern rn dnnkrng water before EPA wrll take
acfion to regulate rt DEC beheves that EPA should take a more proachve and precauttonary
approach toward lrmttrng the levels of contamrnants that enter tnto sourees of dnnkrng water by
determrrung effects and settrng standards before the waters of the natron become contamtnated
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Most states, rncludrng New York, do not have the resources to denve ambrent water qualtty

cntena for more th; small handful of contammants of concern and EPA has moved at a less

than satrsfactory pace on pubhshrng new and revrsed cntena Most of EPA's Ambtent Water

Qualrty cntena date from around 1gg0 The Department urges EpA to srgnrficantly rncrease and

expedrte efforts to denve new and revtsed cntena, rncludrng cntena for pharmaceutrcals and

peisonal care products

one of the brggest rmpedrments to reductng the loadrng of unused drugs rs the regulatrons of the

federal Drug Enforcernent Admmtstrabott (onn1 TheDEA does not permrt consumers to

retum unused controlled substances to the pornt of sale (pharmacy) or to other thrrd parhes

Tlus has made rt extremely drfficult and, rn some cases rmposstble, for many states and local

govemments to tmplement a vrable drug retum plogram The rdeal return program needs to be

srmple, convonlent for the consumer' and e"ono,ntcal EPA should work expedrtrously wrth

DEA and the Whrte House office ofNatronal Drug Control Pohcy to facrlrtate DEA revrston of

,t, ,.gututrons to allow properly supervrsed collectron programs to move forward

Nsw York and other states across the country are lookrng to EPA to provtde gurdance on

treatment methods that are effectrve at removrng such chemrcals from both wastewater and

dnnkrng water fn* gotJ*ce can then be u.td by the states as they rmplement thetr wastewater

and dnnkmg water Programs

I would apprectate a detarled summary of each state's reply to your letter l-thank you for your

trme and attentlon regardrng thrs rmportant matter and look fonvard to workrng together to

address rt

Srncerel

Alexander B Grannts
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