
Water Quality

Stormwater Management (volume and 
quality) 
Reduce runoff and associated pollutants by 
treating stormwater runoff through Best 
Management (BMPs) Practices



Materials and Resources

Reuse of Materials
Recycled Content
Locally Provided Material
Bioengineering Techniques
Hazardous Material Minimization 

http://www.recycle.dpw.dc.gov/recycle/lib/recycle/RecyclingSymbolGreen.JPG


Energy and Atmosphere

Improve Traffic Flow
Reduce Electrical Consumption
Reduce Petroleum Consumption
Improve Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Facilities
Noise Abatement
Stray Light Reduction

http://newyorkoutdoors.wordpress.com/2008/03/25/wind-turbines-in-ny-state/wind-turbine/


Innovation and Unlisted

Gives credit to designs that 
significantly build upon 
GreenLITES categories and 
objectives or incorporates 
significant innovations in 
transportation environmental 
sustainability that have not 
been previously utilized on 
NYSDOT projects.

http://soilnaillauncher.com/dnn/Portals/0/tempshor3_full.jpg


Design Implementation Basics

Certified and above 
projects get 
certificate
Evergreen  projects 
get a plaque

Applies to all “D” let projects
Consider “green” items at scoping
Mid-point check 
GreenLITES scorecard at PS&E
Add certification level to cover 
sheet



GreenLITES Certification Levels

Certification level based on total points received.
The highest certification goes to designs and operations which 
clearly advance the state of sustainable transportation 
solutions.

Level: Non-
Certified Certified Silver Gold Evergreen

Symbol: No Symbol

Points: 15 - 29 30 - 44 45 - 59 60 & up

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Everything gets rated to raise consciousness



Enhanced Outreach: brochures, web page, 
broad stakeholder involvement, multiple public 
presentations.
Green Infrastructure: Solar-LED bus stop, bio-
swales, solar lighting, rain gardens.
Greenway Boulevard Design: accommodates, 
pedestrians, bicycles, transit.
Environmental Enhancements: remove 
invasive species, stock fish in river, remove 
debris, restore aquatic and wildlife habitat.

Evergreen Example 
Route 347 Safety and Mobility Project (Long Island)



Local Projects Certification 

Local municipalities may use GreenLITES to certify their federally 
funded transportation projects. 
Use  is voluntary

Distinguishes their transportation 
project based on the extent to 
which they incorporate sustainable 
design choices. 
Demonstrates a commitment to 
improving  the transportation 
infrastructure in a way that 
considers the local community, 
environment & economy. 



Calverton Rail Spur Rehabilitation
Town of Riverhead

Remove trucks from I-495
Use steel ties instead of 
potentially toxic treated 
wooden ties
Install salamander/turtle 
crossing to protect and 
enhance wildlife
Part of community Smart 
Growth Plan



Delaware Avenue Rd Rehabilitation 
City of Albany

STREETSCAPE FEATURESLED Pedestrian 
Lighting

ADA / Decorative 
Crosswalks

Recycle curb –tree planter

Full ADA 
Compliance

Coordinated Traffic 
Signals with Pedestrian 
Count-down Timers



GreenLITES for Operations
GreenLITES
incorporated into Annual 
Maintenance & 
Operations Plan 
Started in 2009
Within 15 categories: 

Bridges, Pavement, Drainage, Signal 
& Lighting, Snow & Ice, Facilities, ITS, 
Roadside Environment, Guiderail, 
Signs, Fleet Admin, Walls & Rock 
Slopes, Safety, Multimodal

More than 95 “green” 
items added
Promote innovative 
practices



Earth Day Celebration
Evergreen Plaques, Gold Certificates
3rd Year: 425 Projects, 90 Operations Groups,   
11 Regions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2009 Design: Evergreen – 4, Gold – 6, Silver - -39, Cert - -33
2010 Design: Evergreen – 5, Gold – 5, Silver – 22, Cert – 43
2010 Design: local gold – 2
2010 operations: Evergreen – 6, Gold – 7, Silver – 14, Cert - 24



NYSDOT builds projects right . . .

. . . and we want to be sure we are 
building the right project.



GreenLITES Planning

Voluntary tool for 
municipalities to self rate 
their projects using 
sustainability criteria. 

Promotes balanced 
approach in selecting 
projects and making 
sustainable transportation 
decisions.



GreenLITES Draft Regional 
Assessment Tool

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look at region-wide landscape level accomplishments and needs. 




Regional Sustainability 
Assessment Plan

Environment 
Assessment 
Items

Current State
(Base Line 
Year ‐ 2010)

Desired State
(Place target 
year here)

Action Plans ‐ Getting from 
Current to Desired State

(Include target completion date, 
may yellow highlight items with no

direct control)
 

Accomplishments ‐
Status 
Year 

(Insert year)

Next Steps

Petroleum 
consumption 
reduction
Air Quality ‐ CO2 
emissions 
Water Quality:
• Ground water
• Surface water
Habitat:
• Terrestrial
• Aquatic
• Visual 
/Aesthetic
Electrical energy 
reduction
Noise reduction
Other:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can roll up a regional action plan by objective



Our intent is to integrate and align GreenLITES practices 
in our Planning, Design/Construction and Operations 
program areas.

GreenLITES Coordination 
Challenge



Tools for Each Decision Level



Sustainability Factors

Environment

EconomySocial

- Energy consumption
-Recycled material
-Resource extraction
-Air emissions

-“Keep the Good Good”
- Material/construction 
costs 
- Development/ 
community viability
-Property values

-Access (jobs, services, 
markets)
-Mobility (commute, 
emergency response)
-Community cohesion
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