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• Created September 2010
• Funded by Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block 

Grant (EECBG)
• Builds on existing foundation established

– Executive Order #422-09
– Climate Smart Communities Pledge
– ICLEI Membership
– US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement

office of energy & sustainability.



• Internal (within government operations)
– Identify and support implementation of energy 

reduction strategies within government operations
– Drive incorporation of sustainability principles into 

daily operations

• External (community at large)
– Engage and educate community on energy & 

sustainability opportunities and benefits
– Inform community of the actions taken by the City

role.



ghg inventory.



1st Comprehensive Plan in 
400 year history

30+ member board (30+meetings)

3 year start-up

2 year plan

Thousands of participants

Grant-Funded
•NYS DOS–Quality Comm.

•NYS DOS–BOA

•NYS DOS–LWRP

•US DOE–EECBG 

•Hudson River Greenway

•Capitalize Albany Corp.



the systems approach to 
comprehensive and climate planning.



silos.



Integrated design.



objective.

To develop a resilient, sustainable community-based, 
long-term plan that utilizes a series of systems
containing policies and actions developed and organized 
in a manner that allow for implementation based upon 
interrelationships.
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engaging the community.
(the whole community)



traditional/no-brainer

Dozens of neighborhood association meetings
Radio PSAs
Posting in City Hall and newspapers
1,000+ member distribution list
30+ Board meetings
Department head meetings
Stakeholder interviews
Targeted emails
Email address
Thousands of Fliers



3 rounds of public forums.



social media & website.



supplemental direct address.



climate conversations.



the Albany 2030 Systems



systems and strategy overview.
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strategies.



A2030 projects.



climate action plan.



plan monitoring.



indicators.



star communities.



review, assessment & update.

Annual Review
Planning Board’s annual brief to Council
• Assessing trends for systems‐based indicators

• Tracking annual progress on projects and strategies

5-year Assessment
DDP’s formal report on plan’s progress
• Compilation of briefs and projections

• Minor amendments and adjustments

10-year Update
Revise & adopt updated plan.
• Mid‐way analysis

• Public process for full update



Douglas R. Melnick, AICP, Director of Planning
City of Albany Department of Development & Planning
Director, Mayor's Office of Energy & Sustainability
518.434.2532 x15
melnickd@ci.albany.ny.us

Find us online
www.Albany2030.org
albany2030@ci.albany.ny.us
follow @Albany2030
www.facebook.com/Albany2030

Stop in and see us
21 Lodge Street
Albany, NY 12207

contact.



Climate Smart Communities 
Webinar

• Mark Lowery 

mdlowery@gw.dec.state.ny.us

• Kim Farrow 

kxfarrow@gw.dec.state.ny.us

E‐Mail Addresses




