
The
UTSIDEPage

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

Ideas for Exploring 

Your Environment 

New York State CONSERVATIONIST FOR KIDS Volume 7, Number 2, Winter 2014
Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
Joe Martens, Commissioner
Michael Bopp, Director, Office of Public Affairs

DIVISION OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND EDUCATION
Laurel K. Remus, Director, Public Affairs and Education
Gina Jack, Environmental Educator, Editor
Frank Herec, Art Director

EDITORIAL OFFICES - Conservationist for Kids ISSN 1940-8099, © 2014 by NYSDEC, is an official publication of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation published 3 times per year at 625 
Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4500. Telephone (518) 402-8043. TO SUBSCRIBE TO CONSERVATIONIST FOR KIDS, visit the department’s website at www.dec.ny.gov or call 1-800-678-6399. CONSERVATIONIST FOR 
KIDS and the Teacher Supplement are available online at www.dec.ny.gov. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation does not discriminate on the basis of race, national origin, disability, age or gender.

Special thanks to the Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources.

Watchable Wildlife and Citizen Science
What is your favorite kind of wild animal found in New York State? Do you like birds best? Or do 
you like mammals, reptiles or amphibians? Maybe it’s insects. Researchers observe wildlife to learn 
more about their needs and how to help them. You can help researchers by becoming a citizen 
scientist. You’ll have fun, learn a lot along the way, and help your favorite creatures. 
See “Discover Citizen Science” at www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/78429.html for a list of 

projects covering everything from birds to ladybugs.

Take a walk in your yard, neighborhood or a 
nearby park and look for signs that wildlife has 
been there. Animal tracks are a sure sign of 
activity. Watch for scat (poop), too. Can you 
find places where animals have been eating 
or taking shelter from the weather? Record 
your findings in a journal. Include written 
descriptions, drawings, and photos. Go to 
www.dec.ny.gov/education/40310.html to 
read the “Become a Winter Wildlife Detective!” 
issue of Conservationist for Kids for more 
ideas and a key to common animal tracks. 

Plan a wildlife-friendly garden 
for your home or school during 

the colder months, and then 
plant it in the spring.

  Consider what kinds of wildlife you’d like to  
attract and what kinds you don’t want. Think 

about how the garden will provide food, water, 
shelter and places for your wildlife of choice to 

hide. You can include houses for birds, bats and 
toads, puddles for butterflies and more.  

The National Wildlife Federation has guidelines at  
www.nwf.org/How-to-Help/Garden-for-Wildlife.aspx 

to help design your garden. 

Become a Wildlife 
Detective

Whether you live in the city or in the country, 
you can create habitat for wildlife. If you live 
in an apartment, use a window feeder to 
provide food for birds. If 
you have a yard, place a 
birdfeeder away from the 
building but near enough 
to enjoy watching birds 
from indoors. Clean and 
disinfect bird feeders 
regularly to control mold 
and parasites, and so 
diseases aren't spread.  
Be sure to take your 
feeders down in March to 
avoid attracting bears.

Create Wildlife Habitat
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