What can be recycled in your area?

Check with your local municipality or waste
hauler to see what they accept and how it
should be sorted. Watch for opportunities to
recycle your waste wherever you are—home,
school, the park, the library, the mall, or
visiting with friends. Find your local

recycling coordinator at

www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8511.htmli

Poster by Laura Weiland, Victor Senior High School

Help keep the recycling message
going by participating in the
NY Recycles Poster

Contest. \isit
www.dec.ny.gov/education/32506.html

for more information.

V. 2\
Litterless Lunch Challenge

Trash in school cafeterias includes scraps

from food preparation and serving, and from
disposable dishes and utensils, napkins and
milk cartons. Many schools have composting
programs for food scraps and leftovers. Some
have reusable flatware and dishes rather than
disposable items. Lunch wraps and bags from
home also add to the trash, along with leftover
food that’s thrown away. A litterless lunch results
in no waste! Are you up for the challenge?

DO THIE MATH

If you take lunch to school each day—a
sandwich in a plastic bag, a juice box,
an apple and a paper napkin, all in a
paper bag—how much waste do you
create? What if every
student in your
class did the
same?
Everyone in the
school?

By switching to a
reusable lunch bag,
reusable containers,
a refillable drink bottle and cloth napkin,
your only disposable would be an apple
core. And that could go into the school’s

\compost. Voila! A litterless lunch!

This publication was funded by NYSDEC's Division of Materials Management. Special thanks to Gary Feinland and Debbie Jackson for their assistance.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
Joe Martens, Commissioner
Dianne L. Patterson, Director of Communications

New York State CONSERVATIONIST FOR KIDS Volume 8, Number 1, Fall 2014

Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATION SERVICES

Harold Evans, Director, Office of Communication Services
Gina Jack, Jeremy Taylor, Environmental Educators, Editors
Frank Herec, Art Director

EDITORIAL OFFICES - Conservationist for Kids ISSN 1940-8099, © 2014 by NYSDEG, is an official publication of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation published 3 times per year at 625
Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4502. Telephone (518) 402-8047. TO SUBSCRIBE TO CONSERVATIONIST FOR KIDS, visit the department’s website at www.dec.ny.gov or call 1-800-678-6399. CONSERVATIONIST FOR
KIDS and the Teacher Supplement are available online at www.dec.ny.gov. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation does not discriminate on the basis of race, national origin, disability, age or gender.



