
occurs after the sap has retreated to the roots. Should beaver
harvest too soon, the bark could ferment and sour before the end
of the long winter. Smaller trees and their branches are brought
back to the lodge and anchored with mud and rocks near the
pond or stream bottom. A beaver family can require a one- to
two-ton winter feed pile.

Reproduction/Predation
In New York, beaver breed from February through March.

Three and one-half months later (usually in June), adult females
give birth to a litter of 1-8 kits (average is 2-4). Prior to the birth,
older offspring frequently leave the lodge (sometimes voluntarily,
sometimes not) and disperse to establish their own families else-
where. Newborn kits weigh up to one pound and average just
over a foot long. Although
they can swim right away
if necessary, the kits still
require a long time to
fully develop before
leaving the lodge. All
family members help
care for the young.

In New York, fully
grown beaver have few
natural predators. When
disturbed, they will slap their
broad flat tail on the water’s sur-
face to signal danger. Though adults are vulnerable on land, it is
the young that are the most susceptible to predation by coyotes,
fox, bobcats, otters and great-horned owls. 

New York State Populations
Found just about everywhere except Long Island, beaver popu-

lations were plentiful in New York State before European settle-
ment. Once Europeans arrived, however, trade in beaver pelts
became an important New World industry. The resulting unregu-
lated exploitation, coupled with conversion of forests for human
settlement and agriculture, took its toll on beaver populations. By
1840 there were only a few beaver left in the Adirondacks. As
their population continued to decrease, several private landown-
ers and the state legislature decided to restore the beaver by
releasing 34 adults into the Adirondacks between 1901 and
1907. Incredibly prolific animals, their numbers rapidly increased
so that by 1924 a regulated trapping season was held to control
nuisance problems, such as damage to trees and roads.

Today, wildlife managers continue to deal with the challenge
of managing beaver populations. While beaver activity pro-

vides additional habitat for birds and animals, beaver also
cause problems by flooding private property, roads,
crops and woodlands, and cutting ornamental trees
and shrubs. In addition, beaver can adversely affect
other species. For instance, by damming a trout
stream, beaver can increase water temperatures and
prevent trout from reaching important spawning
areas. Carefully regulated trapping is the most effec-

tive tool available for controlling beaver numbers.
The beaver’s ability to modify its environment is second only

to humans’. It is this ability that distinguishes the beaver as
both a continuing source of public benefit and a wildlife man-
agement challenge in New York State.

Author: Eileen Stegemann
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