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Tree Bats

As the name suggests, tree bats live year round
in trees. They are more colorful than the generally
brown cave bats, and reds and hoarys have distinct
dark and tan wing membranes. Tree bats have fully
furred tail membranes which they can curl up around
their bodies like a blanket.

Red Bat

© Merlin D. Tuttle, Bat Conservation International, www.batcon.org

Lasiurus borealis

Although common in warmer southern states, the
red bat is less abundant in New York. In the late
1800s, red bats were reported migrating in sub-
stantial flocks during the daytime. Today, daytime
encounters rarely exceed more than a few individ-
uals. Female red bats are noticeably grayer than
the reddish-orange males. Reds typically roost low
in the trees among dense foliage. They feed early
in the evening.

Wingspan- 12"; Body length— 2-2 V4"

Note: photo shows female red with pups

Because tree bats do not typically enter caves
or mines or form large colonies, these species are

harder to study. It is known that reds and hoarys roost

alone from branches, hiding among leaves, and
silver-haireds form small colonies and use crevices
and hollows in trees. While most cave bats have

Hoary Bat
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Lasiurus cinereus

The largest of New York’s bats, hoarys weigh
two to seven times more than other New York
bats and have a wingspan that measures up
to 16 inches. More of a northern species, and
nowhere common in the state, they are most
abundant in the Adirondacks. Hoary bats roost
high in trees and typically forage far above

the treetops.

Wingspan- 16"; Body length— 312"

© Merlin D. Tuttle, Bat Conservation International, www.batcon.org

one young per year, hoarys and silver-haired bats
typically have two; reds as many as three or four.
All three species fly south in winter to where warmer
temperatures make finding a meal more reliable.

Silver-haired Bat
f 1 ; f -.. . s
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Lasyionicterius noctivagans

Once described as the most common bat in the
Adirondacks, the silver-haired bat is perhaps the
least frequently encountered bat species in the
Northeast during the summer season. It prefers
more northern habitats, roosting under loose bark
or in tree cavities. This bat is one of the first to feed
in the evening, sometimes starting before sunset.
As the name implies, it has silvery-tipped hairs

on its nearly black body.

Wingspan— 11”; Body length— 2-2 /3"

© Merlin D. Tuttle, Bat Conservation International, www.batcon.org



