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ee
s,

 it
 is

 o
ne

 o
f o

ur
 m

os
t 

co
m

m
on

 s
um

m
er

 b
at

s.
 W

he
n 

us
in

g 
bu

ild
in

gs
, 

it 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 li

m
its

 n
ur

se
ry

 c
ol

on
ie

s 
to

 d
oz

en
s,

 
no

t h
un

dr
ed

s,
 o

f i
nd

iv
id

ua
ls

. I
de

nt
ifi

ed
 b

y 
its

 
la

rg
e 

si
ze

, d
ar

k 
ea

rs
 a

nd
 fa

ce
, a

nd
 g

lo
ss

y,
 

lig
ht

 to
 d

ar
k 

br
ow

n 
fu

r, 
th

e 
bi

g 
br

ow
n 

em
er

ge
s 

ea
rly

 in
 th

e 
ev

en
in

g 
to

 fo
ra

ge
 h

ig
h 

am
on

g 
th

e 
tr

ee
 to

ps
.

W
in

gs
pa

n–
 1

3”
; 

Bo
dy

 le
ng

th
– 

3”

W
rit

te
n 

by
 E

ile
en

 S
te

ge
m

an
n 

an
d 

Al
 H

ic
ks

Pe
rim

yo
tis

 s
ub

fla
vu

s
Th

e 
ea

st
er

n 
pi

pi
st

re
lle

 is
 w

id
el

y 
di

st
rib

ut
ed

 
w

ith
in

 N
ew

 Y
or

k 
hi

be
rn

ac
ul

a 
(w

in
te

rin
g 

si
te

s)
, 

bu
t a

lm
os

t a
lw

ay
s 

in
 lo

w
 n

um
be

rs
. P

ip
is

tr
el

le
s 

pr
ef

er
 w

ar
m

er
, m

oi
st

er
 p

or
tio

ns
 o

f c
av

es
, a

nd
 

ra
re

ly
 c

lu
st

er
; 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 h
an

gi
ng

 s
in

gl
y 

fr
om

 th
e 

ce
ili

ng
 o

r 
al

on
g 

a 
w

al
l. 

It 
is

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 s

ta
te

’s
 

sm
al

le
st

 b
at

s 
an

d 
ca

n 
be

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
fr

om
 o

th
er

 
ca

ve
 b

at
s 

by
 it

s 
re

dd
is

h 
fo

re
ar

m
s 

an
d 

sl
ig

ht
ly

 
ye

llo
w

is
h-

or
an

ge
 fu

r. 
In

 s
um

m
er

, p
ip

is
tr

el
le

s 
in

ha
bi

t o
pe

n 
w

oo
ds

 n
ea

r 
w

at
er

, r
oc

k 
cr

ev
ic

es
, 

an
d 

bu
ild

in
gs

, o
fte

n 
fo

rm
in

g 
sm

al
l c

ol
on

ie
s 

in
 c

lu
m

ps
 o

f d
ea

d 
le

av
es

 h
an

gi
ng

 fr
om

 tr
ee

 
br

an
ch

es
. T

he
y 

ca
n 

be
 s

ee
n 

ch
as

in
g 

in
se

ct
s 

at
 

tr
ee

 to
p 

le
ve

l e
ar

ly
 in

 th
e 

ev
en

in
g.

 
W

in
gs

pa
n–

 9
”;

 B
od

y 
le

ng
th

– 
le

ss
 th

an
 2

"
N

ot
e:

 W
hi

le
 b

at
s 

ar
e 

fa
sc

in
at

in
g 

to
 w

at
ch

, a
 fe

w
 

in
di

vi
du

al
s 

ca
n 

be
 v

ec
to

rs
 fo

r s
om

e 
di

se
as

es
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 
ra

bi
es

. A
nd

 w
hi

le
 o

nl
y 

0.
5%

 o
f b

at
s 

ca
rr

y 
ra

bi
es

, t
o 

be
 

sa
fe

, p
eo

pl
e 

sh
ou

ld
 a

vo
id

 h
an

dl
in

g 
th

em
. F

or
 m

or
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 c
on

ta
ct

 y
ou

r l
oc

al
 h

ea
lth

 d
ep

ar
tm

en
t.

Bi
g

 B
ro

w
n

 B
a
t

Ea
st

er
n

 P
ip

is
tr

el
le

Sm
a
ll-

fo
o
te

d
 B

a
t 

Al Hicks

Al Hicks

Al Hicks



Lasiurus borealis
A

lthough com
m

on in w
arm

er southern states, the 
red bat is less abundant in N

ew
 York. In the late 

1800s, red bats w
ere reported m

igrating in sub-
stantial flocks during the daytim

e. Today, daytim
e 

encounters rarely exceed m
ore than a few

 individ-
uals. Fem

ale red bats are noticeably grayer than 
the reddish-orange m

ales. Reds typically roost low
 

in the trees am
ong dense foliage. They feed early 

in the evening. 
W

ingspan– 12”; Body length– 2-2 ¼
” 

N
ote: photo show

s fem
ale red w

ith pups

Lasiurus cinereus
The largest of N

ew
 York’s bats, hoarys w

eigh 
tw

o to seven tim
es m

ore than other N
ew

 York 
bats and have a w

ingspan that m
easures up 

to 16 inches. M
ore of a northern species, and 

now
here com

m
on in the state, they are m

ost 
abundant in the A

dirondacks. H
oary bats roost 

high in trees and typically forage far above  
the treetops.
W

ingspan– 16”; Body length– 3½
”

Lasyionicterius noctivagans
O

nce described as the m
ost com

m
on bat in the 

A
dirondacks, the silver-haired bat is perhaps the 

least frequently encountered bat species in the 
N

ortheast during the sum
m

er season. It prefers 
m

ore northern habitats, roosting under loose bark 
or in tree cavities. This bat is one of the first to feed 
in the evening, som

etim
es starting before sunset. 

A
s the nam

e im
plies, it has silvery-tipped hairs  

on its nearly black body.  
W

ingspan– 11”; Body length– 2-2 ¹/³ ”

Tree Ba
ts

As the nam
e suggests, tree bats live year round 

in trees. They are m
ore colorful than the generally 

brow
n cave bats, and reds and hoarys have distinct 

dark and tan w
ing m

em
branes. Tree bats have fully 

furred tail m
em

branes w
hich they can curl up around 

their bodies like a blanket.

Because tree bats do not typically enter caves 
or m

ines or form
 large colonies, these species are 

harder to study. It is know
n that reds and hoarys roost 

alone from
 branches, hiding am

ong leaves, and 
silver-haireds form

 sm
all colonies and use crevices 

and hollow
s in trees. W

hile m
ost cave bats have  

  one young per year, hoarys and silver-haired bats 
typically have tw

o; reds as m
any as three or four. 

All three species fly south in w
inter to w

here w
arm

er 
tem

peratures m
ake finding a m

eal m
ore reliable.

Red
 Ba

t 
H

oary Bat
Silver-h

a
ired

 Ba
t
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