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H
ailed as the father of the A

m
erican nature 

essay, H
udson Valley naturalist John B

urroughs 
produced 23 volum

es of nature essays. M
any of 

his essays first appeared in popular periodicals 
of the day, and his w

ork w
as im

m
ensely popular 

as it connected city dw
ellers w

ith the great 
outdoors. H

e w
as greatly influenced by W

hitm
an, 

E
m

erson, and T
horeau, and his sim

ple and 
honest style m

ade his w
ritings favorites in the 

classroom
.

B
urroughs began w

riting during the C
ivil W

ar 
w

hen he took a job w
ith the U

.S. T
reasury in

 
W

ashington, D
.C

. H
om

esick in the underground 
vault, he w

rote about his childhood experiences 
of grow

ing up on a dairy farm
 in D

elaw
are 

C
ounty, N

Y. A
fter the w

ar, he built a house 
overlooking the H

udson R
iver, near W

est P
ark, 

w
here he continued w

riting. A
s his fam

e grew
, so 

did his influence over the direction of the early 
environm

ental m
ovem

ent. M
any personalities, 

including H
arvey F

irestone, T
hom

as E
dison, 

H
enry Ford, John M

uir and T
eddy R

oosevelt, 
visited w

ith him
 at his nearby cabin retreat, 

w
hich he nam

ed “Slabsides.” 

G
ifford P

inchot  w
as A

m
erica’s fi rst 

professional forester. B
orn to a privileged fam

ily 
in C

onnecticut, he decided at an early age to 
becom

e a forester. H
ow

ever, at that tim
e there 

w
as no offi cial forestry curriculum

 in A
m

erica, so 
after graduating from

 Yale he w
ent to F

rance to 
study forestry.

A
s a pioneer forester, P

inchot cam
paigned for 

preservation of our forests through m
anaged 

use. H
e coined the term

 conservation as “the 
careful husbanding of resources for w

ise use 
by hum

ans,” and helped found the Yale School 
of Forestry w

here he w
as a professor for 

m
any years. A

 m
em

ber of the N
ational Forest 

C
om

m
ission, he toured the w

est in 1896 to 
consider forest areas for preservation.

P
inchot w

as prim
arily responsible for founding 

the U
.S. Forest Service. A

 friend of T
eddy 

R
oosevelt’s, he w

as m
ade chief, a role he held 

from
 1905 to 1910. D

uring his tenure, he doubled 
the num

ber and acreage of national forests. A
fter 

leaving federal service, he w
as elected to tw

o 
term

s as governor of P
ennsylvania.

A
dvocating that “C

onservation m
eans the 

greatest good to the greatest num
ber for the 

longest tim
e,” P

inchot greatly infl uenced the 
conservation m

ovem
ent.

B
orn in M

ichigan and educated in W
isconsin, 

“D
ing” (a contraction of his last nam

e) w
as a 

gifted cartoonist and dedicated conservationist. 
H

is editorial cartoons enlightened the public 
to serious issues and earned him

 tw
o P

ulitzer 
P

rizes, in 1924 and 1943.
W

orried about the loss of w
ildlife habitat and 

possible extinction of w
ildlife species, D

arling 
used his cartoons to convey his concerns and 
becam

e an im
portant figure in the conservation

 
m

ovem
ent. In 1934, P

resident R
oosevelt 

appointed him
 head of the U

.S. B
iological Survey, 

forerunner to the U
.S. F

ish and W
ildlife Service. 

D
uring his tenure, three m

illion acres of public 
land w

ere set aside for w
ildlife refuges. H

e also 
cham

pioned and designed the first Federal D
uck 

Stam
p, w

hich donated one dollar tow
ard the 

purchase of bird refuges for each stam
p sold. 

D
arling w

as a key player in passage of the 
Federal A

id in W
ildlife R

estoration A
ct of 1937. 

A
lso know

n as the P
ittm

an-R
obertson A

ct, this 
im

portant legislation earm
arked the proceeds 

from
 a tax on sporting firearm

s and am
m

unition
 

to be used by the states for w
ildlife restoration.

D
ing w

as a founder of the N
ational W

ildlife 
Federation and is com

m
em

orated by the J.N
. 

“D
ing” D

arling N
ational W

ildlife R
efuge on

 
Sanibel Island in F

lorida.

Gifford Pinchot
1865-1946

John Burroughs
1837-1921

Jay N. Darling
1876-1962

Marrion Zimmer
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