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' >
1865-1946

Gifford Pinchot was America’s first
professional forester. Born to a privileged family
in Connecticut, he decided at an early age to
become a forester. However, at that time there
was no official forestry curriculum in America, so
after graduating from Yale he went to France to
study forestry.

As a pioneer forester, Pinchot campaigned for
preservation of our forests through managed
use. He coined the term conservation as “the
careful husbanding of resources for wise use
by humans,” and helped found the Yale School
of Forestry where he was a professor for
many years. A member of the National Forest
Commission, he toured the west in 1896 to
consider forest areas for preservation.

Pinchot was primarily responsible for founding
the U.S. Forest Service. A friend of Teddy
Roosevelt’s, he was made chief, a role he held
from 1905 to 1910. During his tenure, he doubled
the number and acreage of national forests. After
leaving federal service, he was elected to two

terms as governor of Pennsylvania.

Advocating that “Conservation means the
greatest good to the greatest number for the
longest time,” Pinchot greatly influenced the
conservation movement.

JowiwiZ UOLIBW

John Burroughs
1837-1921

Hailed as the father of the American nature
essay, Hudson Valley naturalist John Burroughs
produced 23 volumes of nature essays. Many of
his essays first appeared in popular periodicals
of the day, and his work was immensely popular
as it connected city dwellers with the great
outdoors. He was greatly influenced by Whitman,
Emerson, and Thoreau, and his simple and
honest style made his writings favorites in the
classroom.

Burroughs began writing during the Civil War
when he took a job with the U.S. Treasury in
Washington, D.C. Homesick in the underground
vault, he wrote about his childhood experiences
of growing up on a dairy farm in Delaware
County, NY. After the war, he built a house
overlooking the Hudson River, near West Park,
where he continued writing. As his fame grew, so
did his influence over the direction of the early
environmental movement. Many personalities,
including Harvey Firestone, Thomas Edison,
Henry Ford, John Muir and Teddy Roosevelt,
visited with him at his nearby cabin retreat
which he named “Slabsides.”
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1876-1962

Born in Michigan and educated in Wisconsin,
“Ding” (a contraction of his last name) was a
gifted cartoonist and dedicated conservationist.
His editorial cartoons enlightened the public
to serious issues and earned him two Pulitzer
Prizes, in 1924 and 1943.

Worried about the loss of wildlife habitat and
possible extinction of wildlife species, Darling
used his cartoons to convey his concerns and
became an important figure in the conservation
movement. In 1934, President Roosevelt
appointed him head of the U.S. Biological Survey,
forerunner to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
During his tenure, three million acres of public
land were set aside for wildlife refuges. He also
championed and designed the first Federal Duck
Stamp, which donated one dollar toward the
purchase of bird refuges for each stamp sold.

Darling was a key player in passage of the
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937.
Also known as the Pittman-Robertson Act, this
important legislation earmarked the proceeds
from a tax on sporting firearms and ammunition
to be used by the states for wildlife restoration.

Ding was a founder of the National Wildlife
Federation and is commemorated by the J.N.
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge on
Sanibel Island in Florida.
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