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Dear New Yorker,

If you've ever taken a hike on New York’s vast network of
trails and experienced our state’s wilderness areas, you'll
agree that we are fortunate to have some of the most

spectacular outdoor spaces in the world.

Maintaining New York’s beautiful and unique trail system
is a full-time job. The Department of Environmental
Conservation administers more than 3,500 miles of non-
motorized trails—the largest system in the nation—in
state forests, wildlife management areas, forest preserves,
and multiple use areas.

Now there’s a new program that allows you to support our wonderful public
trails. By purchasing a New York State Trails Supporter Patch, you can do your
part to strengthen trail maintenance projects across the state and encourage public
stewardship of our valuable and beautiful natural resources.

The patch is available for $5 at any outlet where sporting licenses are sold and on
DEC’s website (www.dec.ny.gov). All proceeds are deposited in the Conservation

Fund for use on maintenance and enhancement of non-motorized trails throughout
New York State.

I'm a trail supporter. If you enjoy New York’s outdoors, I encourage you to become

one too.

Governor Eliot Spitzer

Dear New Yorker,

The Great New York State Fair begins on August 23
this year and DEC employees have been hard at work
preparing our environmental exhibits, educational
materials and booths for thousands of visitors.

Whether you stop by the DEC Aquarium building or
Log Cabin, there will be a range of things to see, do and
learn about. While you're there, you can also purchase

a subscription to DEC’s award-winning Conservationist
magazine, get a hunting, fishing or trapping license, or

buy a Habitat Access Stamp, which supports healthy fish
and wildlife populations. More information about this important DEC initiative can
be found on the inside back cover of this magazine.

Of course, admission to all DEC buildings and exhibits is free. So take a trip to the
Fair—you may discover something you didn’t know, or even better, you may open
a child’s eyes to the outdoors and spark a lifetime interest in our environment.

No matter what, ’'m sure you and your family will have a good time.

I hope you enjoy the rest of the summer and I look forward to seeing you at the
New York State Fair!

Commissioner Pete Grannis
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