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Site Name: RGE - Pavilion (T) - Ellicott Street Road. Have questions? 
DEC Site #: V00592    See 
Address:  6903 Ellicott Street Road "Who to Contact" 

Below 
Pavilion, NY  14525 

Remedy Proposed for Voluntary Cleanup Site Contamination; 
Public Comment Period Announced 

The public is invited to comment on a proposed remedy being reviewed by the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) to address contamination related to the RGE - Pavilion (T) - Ellicott 
Street Road site (“site”) located at 6903 Ellicott Street Road, Pavilion, Genesee County. Please see the map 
for the site location. Documents related to the cleanup of this site can be found at the location(s) identified 
below under "Where to Find Information." 

How to Comment 
NYSDEC is accepting written comments about the proposed plan for 30 days, from July 19, 2017 through 
August 18, 2017. The draft Remedial Action Work Plan is available for public review at the location(s) 
identified below under "Where to Find Information." Please submit comments to the NYSDEC project 
manager listed under Project Related Questions in the "Who to Contact" area below. 

Draft Remedial Action Work Plan 
The proposed remedy consists of: 
1. Excavation and off-site disposal and/or treatment of approximately 250 cubic yards of
contaminated soils from the former tar separator area where visual impacts have been noted.  
Excavations will additionally be conducted across the main portion of the site to facilitate the 
installation of the cover system described below.  

2. On-site soil which does not exceed the above excavation criteria may be used below the cover
system to backfill the excavation. 

3. Clean fill material meeting the regulatory requirements for commercial use will be brought in to
replace the excavated soil and establish the designed grades at the Site. 
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4. The installation of a site cover to allow for commercial use of the site. The cover will consist either
of structures such as buildings, pavement, sidewalks, or a clean soil cover. Where a soil cover is placed, it 
will be a minimum of one foot of soil placed over a demarcation layer, with the upper six inches of sufficient 
quality to maintain vegetation. 

5. Placement of an environmental easement on the property to restrict the use of the site to
commercial use and restrict the use of groundwater. 

6. A Site Management Plan will be developed and maintained since the remedy for this site
allows contamination above unrestricted soil cleanup objectives (SCOs) to remain at the site. The  
property owner will be required to manage and maintain the site in accordance with the Site Management 
Plan. 

A Community Air Monitoring Plan will be in place during all ground intrusive activities. The  
Community Air Monitoring Plan provides a measure of protection for the downwind community (i.e. 
residences, businesses and on-site workers not directly involved with work activities) from potential airborne 
contaminant releases that result from the remedial activities. 

The proposed remedy was developed by Rochester Gas & Electric Corporation ("volunteer") after 
performing a detailed investigation of the site under New York's Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP). 

Summary of the Investigation 
Soil contamination was encountered in two areas, including the areas surrounding the former tar  
separator and the former above ground oil storage tanks. Petroleum impacts including non-aqueous  
phase liquid, an oil like liquid which does not mix with water, were observed in soil and groundwater in the 
vicinity of the former tar separator. Petroleum–related odors were identified in the vicinity of the former 
above ground storage tanks. Visual and olfactory petroleum impacts were not observed in soils or in 
groundwater in the areas immediately adjacent to the former tar separator and above ground storage tank, 
suggesting that the impacts have not migrated outside of the two former structures locations. 

Soil analytical data collected at the site indicated that volatile organic compounds and semi-volatile  
organic compounds related to manufactured gas plant operations, including benzo(a)pyrene and 
dibenz(a,h)anthracne were detected at concentrations above the unrestricted use soil cleanup objectives 
(SCOs); however, these compounds were not detected above SCOs for commercial use, with the exception 
of benzo(a)pyrene which was detected in shallow soils (1.5 to 2 feet below grade) in three locations at 
concentrations greater than the SCOs for industrial use.  

Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons were detected above the threshold of 500 parts per million in three soil 
samples collected in the vicinity of the aboveground storage tanks. Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
were not detected above this threshold in the remaining soil samples collected across the site.   

Groundwater sampling data collected at the site indicates, with the exception of non-aqueous phase liquid
identified in the area of the former tar separator, no impacts to groundwater were identified. 

Next Steps 
NYSDEC will consider public comments, revise the plan as necessary, and issue a final Decision 
Document. New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) must concur with the remedy.
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After approval, the proposed remedy becomes the selected remedy. The Remedial Action Work 
Plan and final Decision Document will be revised as needed to describe the selected 
remedy, and will be made available to the public. The volunteer(s) may then design and perform the 
cleanup action to address the site contamination, with oversight by NYSDEC and NYSDOH. 

NYSDEC will keep the public informed throughout the investigation and cleanup of the site. 

Background 
Location: The Pavilion former manufactured gas plant (MGP) site is located at 6903 Ellicott Street Road in 
the Town of Pavilion, New York. The site is approximately three acres and located in an area which includes 
both industrial and agricultural property usage.  

Site Features: The site is used by RG&E as an operations center and consists of one large stucco  
building, three concrete block buildings, a metal clad building, parking lot and grassy areas. The  
buildings are used for office space, worker training, and vehicle and equipment storage. The site is  
relatively flat and is secured by chain link fencing. Farm fields bound the site to the north and east and 
railroad tracks bound the site to the west. 

Current Zoning: The site is currently zoned for commercial use. 

Past Uses of the Site: The site operated as an MGP beginning in the mid-1920s through the late 1930s. 
The former MGP operations at the site used a mixture of coke, oil, and steam to produce gas. The  
above ground structures were decommissioned and removed from the site in the 1960s. In the late  
1970s to early 1980s, three 500-gallon above ground storage tanks for vehicle fueling were added to  
the southeast portion of the site. These tanks are no longer present on the property.  

Geology and Hydrogeology: The site is underlain by a layer of fill material with a thickness of two to  
three feet. The fill material consists of gravel, sand, coal fragments, wood, ash and brick fragments.  
Native soils below the fill consist of silt and clay with poorly graded sand and gravel. Groundwater flows 
northwest, towards Oatka Creek. Depth to groundwater is between 1 and 7 feet below ground surface. 

Additional site details, including environmental and health assessment summaries, are available on 
NYSDEC's website at: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/haz/details.cfm?pageid=3&progno=V00592 

 Voluntary Cleanup Program: New York's Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) was developed to  
 encourage private sector volunteers to investigate and clean up contaminated properties 
 and return these sites to productive use.  Once cleaned up, the properties may be redeveloped for 
 commercial, industrial, residential or public use. 

 For more information about the VCP, visit: http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8442.html 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Where to Find Information 
Project documents are available at the following location(s) to help the public stay informed: 

NYSDEC Region 8 Office 
Attn: Linda Vera 
6274 E. Avon-Lima Road 
Avon, NY  14414 
phone:  585-226-2466  

Pavilion Public Library 
5 Woodrow Drive 
Pavilion, NY  14525 
phone:  585-584-8843 

Who to Contact  
Comments and questions are always welcome and should be directed as follows: 

Project Related Questions  Site-Related Health Questions 
Alexandra Servis, Project Manager Ian Ushe, Public Health Specialist 
Department of Environmental Conservation New York State Department of Health 
Division of Environmental Remediation Empire State Plaza Corning Tower, RM 1787 
625 Broadway  Albany, NY  12237 
Albany, NY  12233-7014 518-402-7860 
518-402-9809 BEEI@health.ny.gov 
alexandra.servis@dec.ny.gov 

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post 
this fact sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see. 

 Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email 
 Have site information such as this fact sheet sent right to your email inbox. 
 NYSDEC invites you to sign up with one or more contaminated sites  
 county email listservs available at the following web page: 
 http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html. It’s quick, it’s free, 
 and it will help keep you better informed. 

 As a listserv member, you will periodically receive site-related information/announcements for 
 all contaminated sites in the county(ies) you select. 
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