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Remedy Proposed for Municipal Brownfield Site; 
Public Comment Period and Public Meeting Announced 

   Public Meeting, Thursday, 3/8/2018 at 7:00 PM 
Rome City Hall, 198 North Washington Street, Rome, NY 13440 

NYSDEC invites you to a public meeting to discuss the remedy proposed for the site. You are 
encouraged to provide comments at the meeting, and during the 45-day comment period, which 

commences on January 24, 2018 and as further explained in this Fact Sheet. 

The public is invited to comment on a remedy proposed by the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) related to 701 Lawrence and Martin Street, Rome, Oneida 
County (“site”). Please see the Figures 1and 1A for the site location. 

Documents related to the cleanup of this site can be found at the location(s) identified below under 
"Where to Find Information."         

The cleanup activities will be performed by the City of Rome with oversight provided by 
NYSDEC. 

Remedial Costs OU 
02 $410,228.00 

The estimated cost to implement the remedy is:  

Additional site details, including environmental and health assessment summaries, are available on 
NYSDEC's website at: 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/haz/details.cfm?pageid=3&progno=E633063 

 
*Operable Unit: An administrative term used to identify a portion of a site that can be addressed by a distinct investigation and/or 
cleanup approach. An operable unit can receive specific investigation, and a particular remedy may be proposed. 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/haz/details.cfm?pageid=3&progno=E633063
http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/haz/details.cfm?pageid=3&progno=E633063


How to Comment 
NYSDEC is accepting written comments about the proposed remedial action plan for 45 days, from 
January 24, 2018 through March 16, 2018. The proposed plan is available for review at the 
location(s) identified below under "Where to Find Information."  Please submit comments to the 
NYSDEC project manager listed under Project Related Questions in the "Who to Contact" area 
below. 

Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) 
The remedy proposed for the site includes: 
 
 

• Placing a two foot of soil cover to allow for the restricted residential use of the property;
• Placement of an environmental easement on the site to restrict the land use to restricted

residential use, and prohibit the use of ground water without appropriate treatment; and
• Implementation of a Site Management Plan (SMP) which will include an excavation plan to

manage the soils beneath the cover system and a groundwater monitoring plan.
• SMP also includes a provision for evaluation of the potential for soil vapor intrusion should the

occupants of the current site building no longer use site related contaminants of concern, and if
any new buildings are developed on the site, including provision for implementing actions
recommended to address exposures related to soil vapor intrusion.

Proposed Remedy Name: Alternative 2 – Placement of Soil Cover for Exposure Reduction, 
Development of Institutional Controls, and Natural Attenuation. 

Summary of the Investigation 
Groundwater and surface and subsurface soils are contaminated with residual petroleum products 
from former operations of the site, including Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) and Semi- 
Volatile Organic Compounds (SVOCs). 

NYSDEC developed the proposed remedy after reviewing the detailed investigation of the site and 
evaluating the remedial options in the “analysis of alternatives” submitted under New York’s 
Environmental Restoration Program by the City of Rome 
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Next Steps 
NYSDEC will consider public comments as it finalizes the remedy for the site. The selected remedy 
will be described in a document called a "Record of Decision" that will explain why the remedy was 
selected and respond to public comments. 

NYSDEC will keep the public informed throughout the investigation and cleanup of the site. 

Background 
Location:  The site is comprised of two parcels divided north and south by the New York State Barge 
Canal. Operable Unit (OU) 2 is the parcel located to the south of the NYS Barge Canal at the 
intersection of Lawrence and Martin Streets and comprises approximately 1.4 acres. OU2 is bordered 
to the immediate north by Martin Street. Further north of Martin Street are active railroad tracks and 
then the NYS Barge Canal. To the east is Lawrence Street and to the west is a commercial property. 
To the south is a wooded parcel. OU1 is the parcel to the north of the NYS Barge Canal at the 
intersection of Luquer and Lawrence Streets and comprises 1.85 acres. OU1 is located directly north 
of the NYS Barge Canal and north of the walk/bikeway which runs along the canal. To the west and 
east of OU1 are undeveloped parcels and to the north is a commercial property. The site location is 
shown on Figures 1 and 1A. 

Site Features:  Both parcels are currently vacant, with no structures, and are relatively flat. OU2 is 
predominantly a grassy field but there are some concrete foundations on-site including the slab of a 
former on-site building and tank pads and footers.    

Current Zoning/Use(s):  Both OU2 and OU1 are currently zoned for industrial/commercial use and 
are currently vacant with no structures. The parcels surrounding OU-2 are active 
commercial/residentially zoned properties. There are residential properties located a few blocks 
north of OU1.    

Past Use of the Site: Both properties were historically connected by the former Lawrence Street 
Bridge which crossed the NYS Barge Canal. Prior uses of the site that led to site contamination in 
both OU1 and OU2 were the former bulk fuel storage and distribution operations beginning in about 
1947 and lasting until 1990.  

Operable Units (OUs):  The site consists of two OUs. OU2, which is the subject of this PRAP, is the 
parcel located south of the NYS Barge Canal at the intersection of Lawrence and Martin Streets. 
OU1 is the parcel north of the NYS Barge Canal at the intersection of Luquer and Lawrence Streets. 
The term “site” as used in the remainder of this document refers to OU2.    

At OU2 a spill was reported in October 1989 which consisted of No. 2 fuel oil and an unreported 
amount of gasoline (NYSDEC Spill No. 8906561). At the request of the Department, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) initiated a cleanup effort at the OU2 site. In June 2000, the 
EPA removed four above ground storage tanks (ASTs) and four underground storage tanks (USTs). 
The work also included demolition of several on-site structures and removal of underground piping. 
Approximately 47,000 gallons of oil/waste oil and 1,500 cubic yards of petroleum contaminated soil 
were sent off-site for treatment and disposal. 
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OU1 will be remediated by the City of Rome under the Environmental Restoration Program (ERP).  
An interim remedial measure to remove sources of contamination from OU1 was completed by the 
City of Rome in 2012, and in 2017 the Department issued a final Record of Decision for OU1 which 
requires installation of a site cover and institutional controls.    

Site Geology and Hydrogeology:  At both OUs, the shallow subsurface consists of fill materials 
ranging from zero to three feet in thickness, consisting of mixed sand, silt, clay with some rock, 
brick and concrete fragments mixed in. Below the fill are grey and brown silt, with some clay and/or 
sand. These lacustrine deposits also contain woodchips or organic debris at depths varying from 
approximately 0 to 11 feet below ground surface (bgs). Below this depth, a coarser-grained material 
consisting of grey silty sand and/or sand and gravel was encountered. Groundwater was generally 
encountered from 4 to 10 feet bgs. At OU2 groundwater flows generally north towards the NYS 
barge Canal, and at OU 1 the groundwater flows to the south to the NYS Barge Canal. Bedrock was 
not encountered during the subsurface investigation but is mapped as the Ordovician-age Utica 
Shale. 

At OU2 overland surface water follows the flat but hummocky topography towards the NYS Barge 
Canal. The hummocky terrain causes occurrences of small, ponded wet areas throughout the site 
especially in the spring. It is likely that the drainage swale that borders the site to the east serves as 
the primary surface water drainage to the NYS Barge Canal. This drainage flows northeast to its 
confluence with the NYS Barge Canal. Overland flow at OU1 is more direct as the site slopes 
gradually to the south to the bike/walking path and the NYS Barge Canal. 
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 Environmental Restoration Program: New York's Environmental Restoration Program (ERP)  
 reimburses municipalities for their costs to investigate and clean up municipality owned contaminated 
 properties. Once cleaned up, the properties may be redeveloped for commercial, industrial,  
 residential or public use. 

 A brownfield is any real property that is difficult to reuse or redevelop because of the presence or 
 potential presence of contamination. 

 For more information about the ERP, visit:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8444.html 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Where to Find Information 
Project documents are available at the following location(s) to help the public stay informed. 

Jervis Public Library 
613 North Washington Street 
Rome, NY  13440 
phone:  315-336-4570  

City of Rome 
Attn: Diana Samuels 
198 North Washington Street 
Rome, NY  13440 
phone:  315-339-7646  

Project documents are also available on the NYSDEC website at: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/37560.html 
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Project Related Questions  
Salvatore F. Priore, P.E., Project Manager 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation 
625 Broadway  
Albany, NY  12233-7014 
518-402-9665 
salvatore.priore@dec.ny.gov 

Site-Related Health Questions  
Maureen Schuck, Chief 
New York State Department of Health 
Corning Tower-Room 1739  
Albany, NY 12237  
518-402-7860 
BEEI@health.ny.gov 

Who to Contact  
Comments and questions are always welcome and should be directed as follows: 

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact 
sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see. 

 Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email 
 Have site information such as this fact sheet sent right to your email inbox. 
 NYSDEC invites you to sign up with one or more contaminated sites  
 county email listservs available at the following web page: 
 http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html. It’s quick, it’s free,  
 and it will help keep you better informed. 

 As a listserv member, you will periodically receive site-related information/announcements for 
 all contaminated sites in the county(ies) you select. 
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FIGURE 1A
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