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FACT SHEET Brownfield Cleanup 
Program
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Site Name: Northern Boulevard and Steinway Street 
DEC Site #: C241198 
Address: 36-20 Steinway Street 

Queens, NY  11101 

Interim Remedial Measure Proposed
Public Comment Period Announced

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) is proposing an 
expedited cleanup for the Northern Boulevard and Steinway Street site (“site”) located at 36-20 
Steinway Street, Queens County.  Please see the map for the site location. Documents related to 
the cleanup of this site can be found at the location(s) identified below under "Where to Find 
Information." 

NYSDEC is conducting a public comment period because this Interim Remedial Measure (IRM) is 
likely to represent a significant part of the cleanup for this site. 

Additional site details, including environmental and health assessment summaries, are available 
on NYSDEC's website at: 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/haz/details.cfm?pageid=3&progno=C241198 

How to Comment 
NYSDEC is accepting written comments about the proposed IRM work plan for 30 days, from 
June 14, 2017 through July 14, 2017. The proposed plan is available for review at the location(s) 
identified below under "Where to Find Information."  Please submit comments to the NYSDEC 
project manager listed under Project Related Questions in the "Who to Contact" area below. 

Draft Interim Remedial Measure Work Plan 

An IRM is a cleanup activity that may be performed when a source of contamination or exposure 
pathway (the way in which a person may contact contamination) can be effectively addressed 
without extensive investigation and evaluation. 

The draft IRM work plan describes the proposed cleanup activities that include: 
Existing buildings and slabs on site will be demolished and removed from the site.  A 
geophysical and visual survey will be performed after demolitions and removal of on-site 
features.  The surveys are to determine soil conditions and the existence of underground storage 

Have questions? 
See 

"Who to Contact" 
Below 
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tanks (USTs) as well as associated piping. Any aboveground storage tanks (ASTs) and USTs 
identified will be removed in accordance with DER-10. Previously identified contaminated soils 
and historic fill will be excavated and removed properly.  Remaining soil will be sampled and 
compared to unrestricted use soil cleanup objectives for future excavation. Throughout the IRM 
dust, odor, organic vapor, and nuisance plans will be implemented in accordance with the 
NYSDOH Community Air Monitoring Plan. 

Summary of the Investigation 
A Phase II Limited Subsurface Investigation was performed on site by The Vertex Companies, 
Inc. in 2015.  The investigation included the sampling of soil and groundwater. Samples detected 
low levels of semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs) and metals above restricted residential 
soil cleanup objectives (RRSCOs). 

Site characterization was continued in 2016 by Langan for the purposes of the Brownfield Cleanup 
Program application.  The investigation analyzed soil, soil vapor and groundwater.  Soil sampled 
collected contained a petroleum like odor and contained elevated concentrations of SVOCs above 
RRSCOs.  Groundwater samples detected elevated concentrations of volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) and SVOCs above department standards.  Soil vapor samples detected VOCs on site. 

Prior to site demolition, additional monitoring wells and soil borings were installed.  Soil and 
groundwater samples will be detected for waste classification and additional site characterization. 

Next Steps 
NYSDEC will consider public comments, revise the plan as necessary, and approve the IRM 
work plan in consultation with New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH).  The 
approved work plan will be made available to the public (see “Where to Find Information” 
below).  After the work plan is approved, the activities detailed in the work plan will be 
implemented.  Upon completion of the work, a Construction Completion Report will be prepared 
that documents the activities that were performed. 

NYSDEC will keep the public informed throughout the investigation and cleanup of the site. 

Background 
Location: 
The site is located in an urban area and denoted on New York City tax maps as Block 665, Lot 
34 (formerly Lots 5, 7, 31, 34, and 38). The site is located on the city block bordered by 38th 
Street to the north, 36th Avenue to the east, Steinway Street to the south, and Northern Boulevard 
to the west. 

Site Features: 
The site encompasses an area of approximately 49,412 square feet (1.134 acres). There is a two-
story commercial use building with three 275-gallon and two 550-gallon fuel oil aboveground 
storage tanks (ASTs) and one 550-gallon waste oil AST in the southern portion of the lot; the 
south-central portion has an asphalt-paved parking lot; a one-story parking garage is located in 
the northern portion; there is a one-story supermarket in the central portion; and the north-central 
portion features a one-story storage building for the supermarket. 
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Current Zoning and Land Use: 
The site is zoned for commercial and manufacturing use. The northernmost portion of the lot is 
located in a M1-1 manufacturing district. The remainder of the lot is located in a C4-2A 
commercial district. The surrounding area consists of commercial, industrial, residential, and 
transportation and utility uses. An underground New York City Transit Authority (NYCTA) 
structure (M, R, E and F subway lines) adjoins the site to the south. 

Past Use of the Site: 
The site has been occupied by manufacturing and industrial facilities since the early 1900s. 
Historic site uses include gas station, garage, auto repair, auto laundry facility, factory, used car 
sales, warehouse, machine shop, clothing manufacturer, and glass grinding facility. Historic 
gasoline tanks are associated with the auto repair on former Lots 5 and 34 and a garage on former 
Lot 31. 

Site Geology and Hydrogeology: 

Beneath the site, subsurface material was observed to be urban fill predominately comprised of 
light brown fine to coarse sand, with varying amounts of gravel, clay, coarse stone, ash, coal, 
burnt wood, brick, and debris. The urban fill layer extends to approximately 2 to 6.5 feet below 
grade surface (bgs). Beneath the fill is a brown to black fine sand to coarse sand with gravel. 

The inferred regional groundwater flow direction for the area surrounding the site is to the 
northwest. Groundwater underlying the site ranges from approximately 20 to 25 feet bgs. 
 Brownfield Cleanup Program: New York's Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) encourages the 
voluntary cleanup of contaminated properties known as "brownfields" so that they can be reused and 
redeveloped. These uses include recreation, housing, business or other uses. 

A brownfield site is any real property where a contaminant is present at levels exceeding the soil cleanup 
objectives or other health-based or environmental standards, criteria or guidance adopted by DEC that 
are applicable based on the reasonably anticipated use of the property, in accordance with applicable 
regulations. 

 For more information about the BCP, visit:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8450.html 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Where to Find Information 
Project documents are available at the following location(s) to help the public stay informed. 

Queens Library at Broadway 
40-20 Broadway 
Long Island City, NY  11103 
phone:  718-721-2462 

Queens Community Board 1 
45-02 Ditmars Boulevard 
Astoria, NY  11105 
phone:  718-626-1021 
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Who to Contact 
Comments and questions are always welcome and should be directed as follows: 
Project Related Questions  
Aaron Fischer 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY  12233-7016 
518-402-9767 
aaron.fischer@dec.ny.gov 

Site  - Related Health Questions 
Kristin Kulow 
New York State Department of Health 
Empire State Plaza Corning Tower Room 1787 
Albany, NY  12210 
518-402-7860 
BEEI@health.ny.gov 

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact 
sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see. 

 Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email 
 Have site information such as this fact sheet sent right to your email inbox.  
NYSDEC invites you to sign up with one or more contaminated sites  
county email listservs available at the following web page: 
  http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html. It’s quick, it’s free, and it 
will help keep you better informed. 

 As a listserv member, you will periodically receive site-related information/announcements for 
all contaminated sites in the county(ies) you select. 

 Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet electronically. 
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