
 June 2017 

FACT SHEET 
Brownfield Cleanup 

Program 

Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email. See "For More Information" to Learn How.  

Site Name: 2409 Jerome Avenue 
DEC Site #: C203087 
Address: 2409 Jerome Avenue Bronx, NY  10468 

Draft Investigation Work Plan for Brownfield Site 
Available for Public Comment 

The public is invited to comment on a draft work plan being reviewed by the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) to investigate the 2409 Jerome Avenue 
site (“site”) located at 2409 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, Bronx County. Please see the map for the 
site location. Documents related to the cleanup of this site can be found at the location(s) 
identified below under "Where to Find Information." 

Additional site details, including environmental and health assessment summaries, are available 
on NYSDEC's website at: 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/haz/details.cfm?pageid=3&progno=C203087 
 
Draft Investigation Work Plan 
The draft investigation work plan, called a “Remedial Investigation Work Plan,” was submitted 
to NYSDEC under New York’s Brownfield Cleanup Program. The investigation will be 
performed by 2409 Jerome, Inc. ("applicant(s)") with oversight by NYSDEC and the New York 
State Department of Health (NYSDOH). 

How to Comment 
NYSDEC is accepting written comments about the draft investigation work plan for 30 days, 
from June 14, 2017 through July 14, 2017. The proposed plan is available for review at the 
location(s) identified below under "Where to Find Information."  Please submit comments to the 
NYSDEC project manager listed under Project Related Questions in the "Who to Contact" area 
below. 

Highlights of the Proposed Site Investigation 
The investigation will include the installation of groundwater monitoring wells, soil borings, and 
soil vapor and sub slab vapor points.  Samples of soil, groundwater and vapor will be sampled in 
accordance with DER-10.  Prior to the installation of these features, a geophysical survey will be 
performed to explore underground utilities and potential underground storage tanks (USTs).  The 

Have questions? 
See 

"Who to Contact" 
Below 
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investigation will define the nature and extent of contamination in soil, surface water, 
groundwater and any other parts of the environment that may be affected. 

Next Steps 
NYSDEC will consider public comments, revise the plan as necessary, and approve the work 
plan. NYSDOH must concur with the plan. The approved work plan will be made available to the 
public (see “Where to Find Information” below). After the work plan is approved, the activities 
detailed in the work plan will be implemented. 

When the investigation is completed, a report will be prepared and submitted to the NYSDEC 
that summarizes the results. NYSDEC will review the report, make any necessary revisions and, 
if appropriate, approve the report. 

After the investigation, a cleanup plan, called a “Remedial Work Plan” will be developed and a 
Decision Document will be proposed. The cleanup plan will include an evaluation of the 
proposed site remedy, or recommend a no action or no further action alternative. The goal of the 
cleanup plan is to ensure the protection of public health and the environment. NYSDEC will 
present the proposed cleanup plan to the public for its review and comment during a 45-day 
comment period. NYSDEC will keep the public informed throughout the investigation and 
cleanup of the site. 

Background 
Location: 
The 0.578 acre site is located in an urban area at 2409 Jerome Avenue in the Fordham Heights 
neighborhood of the Bronx. The site is identified on the New York City Tax Map as Block 3199, 
Lots 106 and 113.  The site is bound by a 2-story commercial building (2415 Jerome Ave) 
followed by West Fordham Road to the north, Jerome Avenue to the east, a 2-story academic 
facility (2375 Jerome Avenue) followed by West 184th Street to the south, and a 5-story 
multifamily residential buildings (2390-2410 Davidson Avenue) followed by Davidson Avenue 
to the west. 

Site Features: 
The site is rectangular shaped and encompasses an approximate area of 25,200 square feet. 
The proposed site is comprised of an asphalt-paved parking lot and two 1-story structures used 
for auto repair. The topography of the site generally slopes to the east. An NYCTA elevated 
structure (the "4 "-line) is east of the site, above Jerome Avenue. The transit structure is offset 
approximately 28 feet from the east property line. 

Current Zoning and Land Use: 
The proposed site is located within residential zoning district R7-1 with a C2-4 commercial 
overlay. R7 districts are classified as medium-density apartment house districts. The district has a 
maximum floor area ratio (FAR) of 3.44. The surrounding parcels are located in residential and 
commercial zoning districts. 
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Past Use of the Site: 
The site was used as a fuel dispensing station and auto repair facility from 1927 to 1989, a 
greasing and auto laundry facility (circa 1945 to 1989), and auto repair facility from 1927 to the 
present. Thirteen closed 550-gallon gasoline underground storage tanks (UST) and one closed 
4,000-gallon gasoline UST were associated with the former fuel dispensing station. The thirteen 
closed 550-gallon USTs and closed 4,000-gallon USTs were installed in December 1968 and 
December 1978, respectively. Based on the NYSDEC petroleum bulk storage (PBS) records 
(PBS # 2-188492) and an interview with site personnel, these USTs were decommissioned and 
removed from the site between 1988 and 1991. A petroleum spill (Spill No.: 88-05383) was 
reported to the NYSDEC during the removal of a UST in September 1988 when an unknown 
amount of gasoline was released into surface soil and groundwater. The spill was subsequently 
closed by the NYSDEC in February 1989. 
 
Site Geology and Hydrogeology: 
The subsurface strata consists of a layer of historic fill material that extends to depths of up to 9 
feet below ground surface (bgs) followed by native soil and bedrock. The historic fill consists of 
brown-black, medium to fine sand with varying amounts of silt, clay, gravel, and debris. Native 
soil consisting of a layer of gray-brown clay with varying amounts of sand and silt, followed by 
a layer of brown-black, medium to fine sand with varying amounts of gravel, silt, and clay was 
encountered beneath the historic fill layer. Bedrock, consisting of fine-grained biotite-quartz 
gneiss, is present at about 15 to 18 feet bgs across the site; bedrock is weathered near the contact 
with overlying soil in isolated locations. Depth to groundwater ranges from about 9.63 to 10.00 
feet bgs. The poor recharge experienced during groundwater sampling likely indicates 
groundwater is perched on bedrock. Groundwater is expected to flow to the west towards the 
Harlem River, which is located about 3,000 feet west of the proposed brownfield property. 
 
 Brownfield Cleanup Program: New York's Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) encourages the 
voluntary cleanup of contaminated properties known as "brownfields" so that they can be reused and 
redeveloped. These uses may include recreation, housing, business or other uses. 

A brownfield site is any real property where a contaminant is present at levels exceeding the soil cleanup 
objectives or other health-based or environmental standards, criteria or guidance adopted by DEC that are 
applicable based on the reasonably anticipated use of the property, in accordance with applicable 
regulations. 

 For more information about the BCP, visit:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8450.html 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Where to Find Information 
Project documents are available at the following location(s) to help the public stay informed.
Bronx Library Center 
310 East Kingsbridge Road 
Bronx, NY 10458 
Phone: 718-579-4244 

Bronx Community Board 7 
229-A East 204th Street 
Bronx, NY 10458 
Phone: 718-933-5650 
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Who to Contact 

Comments and questions are always welcome and should be directed as follows: 
 Project Related Questions 
Aaron Fischer 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY  12233-7016  
518-402-9767 
aaron.fischer@dec.ny.gov   
 

Site-Related Health Questions 
Sara Bogardus 
New York State Department of Health 
Empire State Plaza Corning Tower Room 1787 
Albany, NY  12210 
518-402-7860 
BEEI@health.ny.gov 

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact 
sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see. 

 Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email 
 Have site information such as this fact sheet sent right to your email inbox.  
NYSDEC invites you to sign up with one or more contaminated sites  
county email listservs available at the following web page: 
  http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html. It’s quick, it’s free, and it 
will help keep you better informed. 

 As a listserv member, you will periodically receive site-related information/announcements for 
all contaminated sites in the county(ies) you select. 

 Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet electronically. 
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