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NYSDEC Announces Reclassification of Site on Superfund Registry;
Certifies Cleanup Requirements Achieved at State Superfund Site

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) has determined that the 
cleanup requirements to address contamination related to the NFG - Gastown MGP Tonawanda site 
(“site”) located at 126 East Niagara Street, Tonawanda, Erie County under New York's State 
Superfund Program have been or will be met. Please see the map for the site location. 

NYSDEC has approved a Final Engineering Report and issued a Certificate of Completion regarding 
the site. A copy of the report and Notice of the Certificate of Completion are available at the 
location(s) identified below under "Where to Find Information." 

The cleanup activities were performed by National Fuel Gas with oversight provided by NYSDEC. 

Completion of Project 
Following site cleanup, NYSDEC reclassified the site from Class 2 (significant threat to public health 
or environment - action required) to Class 4 (site properly closed – requires continued management) 
for the following reasons: 

1. Contaminated on-site areas were excavated to approximately 6 feet in depth.

2. Deeper contamination onsite was permanently immobilized in place using in-situ solidification.

3. Two underground collection trenches were constructed immediately east and west of the
Sportsmen's Club and one was constructed along the shore of Tonawanda Creek to prevent any 
migration of contaminants under the remaining buildings and other inaccessible areas from 
migrating offsite. 

4. The foundation of the one remaining gas holder was excavated and removed.

5. Sediment along the near shore of Tonawanda Creek, just east of the railroad bridge, was
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removed over an area of approximately 80 by 160 feet, piped under East Niagara Street to the 
empty holder excavation.  There the sediments were dewatered and solidified in place.  Excess 
sediments were transported offsite for treatment and disposal. 
 
6. Two wells to collect non-aqueous-phase liquids were installed west of the site, west of the rail 
line. 
 
7. Although no impact to indoor air has been detected to date, sub-slab depressurization systems 
which were installed in five residential dwellings and the Open Bible Baptist School will remain in 
place for the foreseeable future. 
 
8. Since the remedy results in contamination above unrestricted levels remaining at the site, a site 
management plan (SMP) was developed and implemented.  The SMP will include the institutional 
controls and engineering controls to: (a) address residual contaminated soils that could be 
excavated from the site during future redevelopment; 
(b) evaluate the potential for vapor intrusion for any buildings developed on the site, including  
provision for mitigation of any impacts identified; (c) provide for the operation and maintenance of 
the components of the remedy, including collection of contaminants from the three collection 
trenches;  
(d) monitor the groundwater and soil gas; 
(e) identify any use restrictions on site development or groundwater use; and,  
(f) provide a groundwater monitoring program including installing monitoring wells and sampling 
them on a periodic basis.   
(g) Institutional controls will limit the use and development of the property to commercial or 
industrial uses only and will restrict use of groundwater as a source of potable or process water, 
without necessary water quality treatment as determined by the Erie County Department of Health. 

Final Engineering Report Approved 
The NYSDEC has approved the Final Engineering Report, which: 
 
 1) Describes the cleanup activities completed. 
 2) Certifies that cleanup requirements have been or will be achieved for the site. 
 3) Describes any institutional/engineering controls to be used. 
 4) Certifies that a site management plan for any engineering controls used at the site has been 
approved by NYSDEC. 
 

Institutional and Engineering Controls 
Institutional controls and engineering controls generally are designed to reduce or eliminate exposure 
to contaminants of concern. An institutional control is a non-physical restriction on use of the site, 
such as a deed restriction, when contamination left over after the cleanup action makes the site 
suitable for some, but not all uses. An engineering control is a physical barrier or method to manage 
contamination such as a cap or vapor barrier. 
 
The following institutional controls have been or will be put in place on the site: 
 
-Building Use Restriction 
-Monitoring Plan 
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-Site Management Plan 
-Environmental Easement 
-Operation and Maintenance Plan 
-Institutional Control/Engineering Control Plan 
-Groundwater Use Restriction 
-Land Use Restriction 
 
The following engineering controls have been or will be put in place on the site: 
 
-Groundwater Treatment Systems 
-Cover System 
-Vapor Mitigation 

 
Next Steps 
With its receipt of a Certificate of Completion, the remedial party has no liability to the State for 
contamination at or coming from the site, subject to certain conditions. 
 
A Certificate of Completion may be modified or revoked if, for example, there is a failure to comply 
with the terms of the order or agreement with NYSDEC. 

 
Background 
Location:  The Former Gastown MGP Site is located in a small industrial area surrounded by 
residential neighborhoods in the city of Tonawanda, Erie County.   
 
Site Features: The site is nearly flat, and is occupied by a complex of commercial buildings.  It is 
bounded to the west and south by a railroad embankment, to the north by the Tonawanda Creek (a 
part of the NYS Barge Canal system) and to the east by The Gastown Sportsmen's Club. Residential 
properties are found a few hundred feet to the east and west. 
 
Current Zoning/Use(s): The site is zoned for commercial and industrial use. The buildings on the site 
are used by a number of small businesses.   
 
Past Use of the Site: A manufactured gas plant (MGP) was operated at this site starting in 1884. 
Initially, gas was manufactured using the coal carbonization process. The plant produced gas using 
both coal carbonization and water gas processes until 1921.  Both processes produced an oily 
byproduct, commonly known as coal tar, which accumulated in the subgrade basement of a circular 
gas storage vessel known as a relief gas holder. This foundation and a nearby tar tank were the 
principal sources of coal tar contamination found throughout the site. 
 
Site Geology and Hydrogeology: The ground surface at the site is man-made fill, including soils and 
rock debris ranging in thickness from a few inches to 22 feet.  Native alluvial soils underlie the fill, 
consisting of interbedded of sand and silt, with at least one seam of coarser sand and gravel.  A 
largely impermeable red clay unit lies beneath the alluvial unit, and forms a barrier to downward 
movement of both groundwater and liquid contaminants.   
 
The water table is typically 6 feet below the ground surface.  Groundwater flow is complex. Flow is 
primarily to the north, towards Tonawanda Creek, but there are also components of flow to the  
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east and west. This has resulted in the migration of both coal tar and contaminated groundwater in 
three directions. 
 
In 1993, the Department's Spills Unit responded to a complaint at the Gastown Sportsman's Club, 
near the eastern site boundary, where an unknown oily product was entering the basement sump of 
the club. Investigation revealed that the material found in the sump was likely coal tar related to the 
MGP next door. DEC installed a well and treatment system to collect the migrating tar before it 
reached the Sportsman’s Club. The system remains in operation today. Subsequent investigations 
showed that coal tar and associated contaminated groundwater had migrated to the east, north and 
west, beyond the boundaries of the site. 
  
National Fuel Gas signed a consent order in July 2008 to implement a remedial program at the site.  
 
Remediation of the site was accomplished in 2015 and 2016.  Tar contamination remains under 
some of the onsite buildings and within 15 feet of those buildings, where the need to maintain the 
structural integrity of the building foundations precluded any remediation.  Tar also remains in and 
around a buried high-capacity telecommunications cable which traverses the site.   
 
The Site Management Plan (SMP) requires that if the buildings are demolished or the cable replaced 
in the future, tar contamination beneath them will be either immobilized in place or removed. 
 
Additional site details, including environmental and health assessment summaries, are available on 
NYSDEC's website at: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/haz/details.cfm?pageid=3&progno=915171 
 

 State Superfund Program: New York's State Superfund Program (SSF) identifies and characterizes  
 suspected inactive hazardous waste disposal sites. Sites that pose a significant threat to public health  
 and/or the environment go through a process of investigation, evaluation, cleanup and monitoring. 
 
 NYSDEC attempts to identify parties responsible for site contamination and require cleanup before  
 committing State funds. 
 
 For more information about the SSF, visit: http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8439.html 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Where to Find Information 
Project documents are available at the following location(s) to help the public stay informed. 

Tonawanda Public Library 
Attn: Glenn Luba 
333 Main Street 
Tonawanda, NY  14150 
phone:  (716) 693-5043  
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Project Related Questions  
Douglas Macneal 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation 
625 Broadway  
Albany, NY  12233-7014 
518-402-9684 
douglas.macneal@dec.ny.gov 
 

Site-Related Health Questions  
Matthew Forcucci 
New York State Department of Health  
584 Delaware Ave.  
Buffalo, NY  14202 
716 -847-4501 
BEEI@health.ny.gov 

Who to Contact  
Comments and questions are always welcome and should be directed as follows: 

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact 
sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see. 

 Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email 
 Have site information such as this fact sheet sent right to your email inbox.  
 NYSDEC invites you to sign up with one or more contaminated sites  
 county email listservs available at the following web page: 
 http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html. It’s quick, it’s free,  
 and it will help keep you better informed. 
 
 As a listserv member, you will periodically receive site-related information/announcements for 
 all contaminated sites in the county(ies) you select. 
 
 Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet electronically. 
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