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Cleanup Action to Begin at Hancock Air National Guard Base  
  Action is about to begin that will address the soil contamination related to two former firing ranges at 

the NY Air National Guard, Hancock Field site (“site”) located at 6001 East Malloy Road, Dewitt, 
Onondaga County under The Department of Defense Military Munitions Response Program. Please 
see the map for the site location. 
 
The Department of Defense is conducting a Non-Time Critical Removal Action of munitions debris 
and lead contaminated soil at two munitions response areas (MRA) identified as SR001 – Small 
Arms Range and Shooting-In Buttress, and SR002 – Firing-In Buttress. The primary military 
constituents (MC) of concern are lead contamination in soil, and in wooden timbers, posts and target 
backstops. Other MC to be removed includes copper shell casings and practice grenade debris.  No 
munitions and explosives of concern (MEC) were identified during the field investigation.  NYSDEC 
is overseeing this work under a Defense and State Memorandum of Agreement (DSMOA). 

Highlights of the Upcoming Cleanup Activities 
The goal of the cleanup action for the site is to achieve cleanup levels that protect public health and 
the environment. The cleanup action for the site includes: 
 
The excavation and offsite disposal of lead contaminated soil and debris.  Soil will be chemically 
stabilized to render it non-hazardous prior to disposal. Field work will begin in June 2014. 

Background 
The Hancock Field Air National Guard (ANG) base, home of the 174th Fighter Wing of the NY Air 
Guard, is located at 6001 East Malloy Road in the town of Dewitt, Onondaga County, NY.  The Base 
currently occupies approximately 356 acres located immediately south of and adjacent 
to the Syracuse-Hancock International Airport. The base was originally built and activated in 
1942 as a staging area for warplanes bound for England and was known as the Syracuse Army Air 
Base. Over subsequent decades, the base has housed several ANG fighter squadrons. Both the 
mission and the physical size of the base have been reduced from that initially established during 
World War II.  Several large parcels of land located in the northern portion of the facility have been 
transferred to Onondaga County to expand the Syracuse-Hancock International Airport.  
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The surrounding land use, little changed in the past 30 years, is a mixture of transportation with the 
airport, recreational (golf course), industrial, commercial, and residential. Lands to the west, north, 
and east of the base have been used for military and transportation purposes for the past several 
decades. The base is bordered to the South by East Malloy Road. Across East Malloy Road is the 
Brooklawn golf course and several small commercial properties. The downtown City of Syracuse, 
New York, is located five miles southwest of the base. 
 
Beginning about 1982, the Department of Defense (DOD), as part of the mandated military base 
realignment program, indentified and investigated many potential areas of concern (AOC) on the 
ANG base.  Several AOCs have been addressed over the years.  Firing ranges SR001 and SR002 
have been identified as requiring remediation. 
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Who to Contact  
Comments and questions are always welcome and should be directed as follows: 

Project Related Questions  
Bob Corcoran 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation 
625 Broadway  
Albany, NY  12233-7015 
518-402-9658 
rkcorcor@gw.dec.state.ny.us 
 

 Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email 
 Have site information such as this fact sheet sent right to your email inbox.  
 NYSDEC invites you to sign up with one or more contaminated sites  
 county email listservs available at the following web page: 
 http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html. It’s quick, it’s free,  
 and it will help keep you better informed. 
 
 As a listserv member, you will periodically receive site-related information/announcements for 
 all contaminated sites in the county(ies) you select. 
 
 Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet electronically. 
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FIGURE 1-1
Installation Location Map

Final Non-Time Critical Removal Action Work Plan
174th Attack Wing, Hancock Field Air National Guard Base - Syracuse, NY
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Site Location Map

Final Non-Time Critical Removal Action Work Plan
174th Attack Wing, Hancock Field Air National Guard Base - Syracuse, NY
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